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Scholarship Fund 
for Law Students 
Serves as Memorial 

T he Circuit Judges Association 
is entering its sixth year of 

awarding scholarships to law stu- 
dents in memory of a fellow circuit 
judge. Recently, the Association 
presented a plaque with the names 
of those honored since 1991 to 
Chief Justice Perry 0. Hooper Sr. 
The plaque will hang in the formal 
conference room. 

The Circuit Judges Memorial 
Scholarship Fund was established 
July 1, 199 1, by members of the 
Circuit Judges Association to pro- 
mote the education of deserving 
students of the law and honor the 
memory of deceased Alabama cir- 
cuit judges for their dedicated ser- 
vice. Presiding Circuit Judge Inge 
Johnson, 3 1st Judicial Circuit 

Judicial Security Update 

CAMPAIGN REFORM: 
m d d l a w i m ~ m &  
SukntitgrlinRi~ t ~ ~ a F f J ~ i ~ e t ,  

T he second meeting of the Task 
Force on Judicial Elections 

resulted in recommendations to the 
Chief Justice on tougher regulations 
for the conduct of judicial candi- 
dates and the nonpartisan election of 
judges. 

The 26-member group was 
appointed by Chief Justice Perry 0. 
Hooper Sr. in November, following 
the general election. 

Chaired by Supreme Court 

up of circuit and district judges, was during this legislative session. 

formed to focus on the problem. Rep. Fuller is sponsoring the 
Next, a security questionnaire was Judicial Education Trust Fund, 
distributed to the judges to deter- supporting legislation for a state 

(Tuscumbia), served as chairperson 
of the committee that initiated the 
scholarship fund. 

Presiding Circuit Judge Bradley 
Bryne, 21 st Judicial Circuit 
(Brewton), currently serves as 
chairperson of the committee. 

(see "Memorial" next page) 

mine attitudes concerning judicial employee pay increase as well as receive adequate General Fund 
security. The results of the ques- working to ensure that the courts Budget appropriations. 

(see "Judicial" page 3 ) 

Associate Justice Hugh Maddox, the 
Task Force submitted its "Statement 
of Findings" to Chief Justice 
Hooper January 21. The following 
is an excerpt from the commission's 
study. 

(see "Campaign" next page) 
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a's circuit judges rec- 
education in law, Judge Cecil M. Deason served 

used to practice law from 1961-1977 in the 10th Judicial 
Circuit (Birmingham). 

Circuit (Birmingham). 

Judge William H. Cole served 
from 197 1 - 1989 in the 10th Judicial 
Circuit (Binningham). 

Judge Michael E. Zoghby served 

Circuit (Mobile). 

served from 1970- 1985 in the 13th 
Judicial Circuit (Mobile). 

Circuit (Montgomery). 

Standing Committee on Rules of 
Conduct and Canons of Judicial 

"We recommend that the Chief mum quali 

with the President of the Alabama going recO 

islature to adopt reasonable legisla- be partis 

for judicial elections. 

the extent that the Canons can be 

son's right to freedom of speech, so denied the ri 



Personnel Profile 
by Sheila Wall 

W ith helicopters buzzing 
overhead and the National 

Guard on alert, they watched as 
tens of thousands gathered on the 
steps. It was 1965, and Gov. 
George Wallace called the legisla- 
ture into special session before the 
Selma to Montgomery Voting 
Rights March. In the Alabama 
State Capitol building, then Rep. 
Loy Campbell anxiously watched 
the gathering on the front steps. 

Thirty two years later, the black 
and white photo of the 1962- 1966 
members of the House of Represen- 
tatives hangs in the retired circuit 
judge's Scottsboro office. In fact, 
the walls are filled with historical 
records of his life's works, loves 
and reminders. 

He sits in the midst of these 
records but doesn't draw attention 
to any of them unless prompted. 
With the mention of the accident 
that confined him to a wheelchair, 
he points to a picture hanging to the 
right of his office door. It's a small 
picture of the demolished car he 
was rescued from after a car bomb 
detonated. "I'm lucky to be alive," 

month. Judge Campbell said he 
has reviewed the book entitled Lie 
Down With Dogs by author Byron 
Woodfin of Jackson County. 

That incident, which has since 
been the topic of many school and 
civic speeches, has not stopped him 
from living. "I decided a long 
time ago," he said, "that I wasn't 
going to let this affect me." 

The injuries of the accident have 
not hindered him in the courtroom. 
He did say, however, that his limit- 
ed mobility was one factor in his 
becoming a judge. 

Judge Jenifer Holt, his succes- 

and rulings he drafts are clear and 
concise as well." Most of all, she 
added, he is well respected. 
Judge Campbell practiced law 23 
years prior to being appointed to 
the bench by Gov. Wallace. "I had 
wanted to be a lawyer about as far 
back as I can remember," he said. 
He received his degree from The 
University of Alabama School of 
Law. 

As a judge, he became known 
for the notorious "snake preacher" 
case. This involved a preacher who 
tried to murder his wife by having a 
rattlesnake bite her, he said. It 
drew wide media attention and the 
publication of a book entitled 
Salvation on Sand Mountain. 

For now, Judge Campbell works 
out of his office, a couple streets 
over from the Jackson County cour- 
thouse. He has been retired since 
Sept. 30, 1996, but accepts an occa- 
sional judicial assignment. Most 
recently he was appointed to serve 
as chief justice for a special court. 

Judge Campbell, however, has 
plans to spend most of his time 
with his grandchildren, as well as 
to travel some out West. In addi- 
tion, he enjoys fishing and boating 
on the Tennessee River. 

he said. "I k e e ~  it haininn because sor. said that while ~racticinn law 
u u u 

there is more religion in that than in Judge Campbell's courtroom, she 
anything else." found him to have a wealth of legal 

The story about the car bomb knowledge. "He understands the 
and the three men involved in the people who come in his courtroom, 
crime will be told in a book that with no exceptions. He can talk to 
was expected in the bookstores last 

("Judicial" continued) 
tionnaire showed an overwhelming 
concern for both courthouse and 
personal security. 

Last Fall, the Judicial Security 
Committee requested authorization 
from the Supreme Court of Ala- 

@ bama to design and implement a 
statewide judicial security plan pur- 
suant to Rule 37, Rules of Judicial 
Administration. The Supreme 

anyone on any level. The orders 

Court issued the order authorizing 
the Judicial Security Committee 
and Frank Gregory, administrative 
director of courts (ADC), to formu- 
late such a statewide plan and to 
present the plan to the Supreme 
Court for its adoption. 

The Committee is currently 
reviewing a security plan. Upon 
the Committee's approval, the plan 
will be submitted to the Supreme 

Court in the near future. Court 
News will report on the adoption of 
the Judicial Security Plan when it 
occurs. 

Also in this issue of Court News 
are results of the judges' question- 
naire, as well as some helpful tips 
concerning personal safety. For ad- 
ditional information about judicial 
security, please contact Rich Hobson 
at AOC. 
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The Mail:. at home or at work 
Suspicious characteristics 
to look for include: 

an uncsual or un-known 
place of origin 
no ret1.m address 
an excessive amount of 
postage 
U ~ U S U S . ~  size 
oily skin on the package 

d door with dead- 

I 



Court Referral Classes 
Continue to Expand 8 in Northwest Alabama 

bv Elizabeth Anderson 
director, Shoals Area Tri-County 
Adult Education Program 

ince 1987, the Shoals Area Tri- 
County Adult Education Pro- 

gram has worked with the courts to 
provide educational classes that 
prepare juvenile and adult offenders 
for the workforce. Colbert and 
Lauderdale county court systems 
have been the chief collaborators, 
with Franklin County joining more 
recently in referring offenders as a 
condition of probation. These 
offenders are "sentenced" to receive 
educational evaluations, counseling, 
and recommendations concerning 
the type of classes to attend, such 
as pre-GED, GED preparation, 

I) basic skills, andor preemployment 
skills classes. 

The referred students come from 
a wide variety of backgrounds and 
offenses. Many referral cases in- 
volve nonsupport parents, DUI 
offenders, forgery and other nonvi- 
olent crimes; however, some physi- 
cal abuse cases are required to 
attend. All of these referred offend- 
ers are unemployed and do not have 
high school diplomas or are unem- 
ployable at their present skill levels. 

Colbert County circuit court 
judges Inge Johnson, presiding, and 
Pride Thompkins, and District 
Court Judge George Carpenter are 
using all possible resources to pre- 
vent these offenders from returning 
to jail. Working closely with both 
juvenile and adult probation offi- 
cers, Court Referral Officers 
(CROs), Department of Human 
Resource caseworkers, and adult 
education staff, the judges require 
reports from the education staff as 
well as continued monitoring of the 
offender's progress. 

In Lauderdale County, circuit 
court judges Mike Suttle, Don 
Patterson and Larry Mack Smith, as 
well as District Court Judge 
Deborah Paseur, are using educa- 
tional evaluations and recommen- 
dations to improve offenders' lives. 

One local juvenile probation of- 
ficer, Diana Tidwell, takes the juve- 
nile offenders, 16 years and older, 
into a special class to prepare them 
for the regular adult education 
class. The six-week preparation 
class provides evaluation, orienta- 

tion and expectations of their par- 
ticipation and performance in a 
standard adult education class. 
After the evaluation period, they 
are placed in the adult education 
class. This has allowed a smoother 
transition for these young people 
into the format of independent 
study and individualized instruc- 
tion. 

The success of alternative sen- 
tencing that addresses educational 
needs is a reality because of the 
Shoals Area judges' belief in utiliz- 
ing community resources for posi- 
tive change. Lives have been 
turned around through the "coming 
together" of organizations that be- 
lieve education can make a differ- 
ence. But sometimes it takes a 
"push" in the right direction, and 
thanks to the local judges, the 
Shoals area has that "push." For 
further information, please contact; 
Shoals Area Tri-County Adult 
Education Program, P.O. Box 26 10, 
Muscle Shoals, AL 35662, Tele- 
phone: (205) 389-2690, Fax: 
(205) 389-2605. 

Alabama Court News 5 



secretary and aide to the time-study became a ju 
engineers. I secured a position as 
secretary and statistician for the 
Business Research Council and 
enrolled in law school. After 
enrolling I discovered I was one of cuit judge 

the Federal Department of Education Peace in 

department. I retired in 1989 and 

I began the practice of law with learned that 

In 1964 the mayor of Daphne 

lowing Internet address 

chitectural Lighting. for Deferred Compensation Plans 



The Contract Counsel Option is then forwarded to the presiding 

for Indigent Defense Services circuit judge, who coordinates with 
4 Special Report for Judges the indigent defense commission 

and the attorneys for their signa- 

A l a b a m a  law requires indigent tures. The contract is returned to 
the AOC, which then forwards it to 
the state comptroller. A copy of the 

defendants who have the signed contract is provided to the 
possibility of being incarcerated to presiding judge. 
be provided with legal counsel and Note that the Committee on 
requires presiding circuit judges to Indigent Defense Guidelines and 
appoint an indigent defense com- Recoupment has offered the follow- 
mission for their circuit, which may ing general guidelines for circuit 
then contract with attorneys for the and district court judges in deter- 
provision of indigent defense ser- mining indigency: 
vices. A defendant is presumed indigent 

The presiding circuit judge, with or partially indigent if he or she 
approval of the local commission, receives food stamps, SSI benefits, 
contacts local attorneys to discuss Medicaid or other forms of state or 
the standard contract terms, includ- federal public assistance. Should a 
ing monetary compensation, which defendant request court-appointed 
is based on revenue collected in the counsel but not be presumptively in- 
county for the Fair Trial Tax Fund digent, the court must thoroughly 
and recoupment of attorney fees. examine the following financial 
All contracts must be approved by resources which the defendant 
the presiding circuit judge and the reports on UJS ~ o r m  C-10, 
state comptroller and reviewed by "Affidavit of Substantial Hardship 
the administrative director of courts. and Order:" Gross Monthly 
Contracts extend to all stages of the Income, defined as the defendant's 
trial process, including subsequent total monthly income before taxes; 
appeal proceedings unless the court Liquid Assets, defined as all assets 
releases counsel sooner. However, which could be convertible into cash 
contract services do not include within a reasonable period of time 
legal representation in capital cases. without causing substantial hardship 

The contract for indigent defense or otherwise jeopardizing the &fen- 
services is executed by sending a dant's capacity to maintain his or 
written request to the Adrninistra- her home and employment; and 
tive Office of Courts (AOC) Total Monthly Expenses, which en- 
(Attention: Ms. Louise Nelson) compass all living expenses, includ- 
with the full names of the attorneys, ing business expenses, fixed debts, 
along with a breakdown of the man- mortgages, rents, federal, state and 

("Briefs" continued) insurance premiums, dependent and 
of $77500 or 25% of the employee's child care expenses and other types 
salary. of accident, cancer and hospital 

indemnity policy premiums with 
@ Flexible Employees' Benefit pre-tax dollars. 

Programs You can pay dependent health 
IRS regulations enable State insurance premiums with pre-tax 

employees to pay dependent health dollars by emlling in the 

Premium Plan (DPP) at the time you 
elect dependent coverage. If you 
choose to pay the dependent premi- 
ums through the DPP, the state will 
transfer $164 from your pay to cover 
the cost of your dependent medical 
insurance and you will not pay State 

(Briefs continued page 10) 
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Last Register Retires I Service Honored 
Chief Justice The Administrative Office of 
Perry 0. Hooper Courts honored employees with at 
Sr., left, honored least 20 years of service. Those 
Joyce Martin, honored from left are Mike 
register, Winston Carroll, director, Interagency 
County, during Liaison for Technology; Alicia 
the Circuit Clerks Holt, purchasing agent, Finance 
and Register Division; Helen Gray, executive 
Mid-Winter secretary, Legal Division; Jean 
Conference. Payne, administrative assistant, 

Legal Division; and David Melton, 
court printer, Finance Division. 

Court of Crimi 
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