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Judge Neilson 
Rides The Circuit 

District Judges Appointed 
In Black Belt  In Clay, Cleburne Counties 

F r o m  H o b o k e n  o n  t h e  
sou the rn  e d g e  of Marengo 
County  t o  Man tua  sou thwes t  
of Tuscaloosa,  i t ' s  63  miles  
as t h e  c row flies.  By road,  
i t ' s  m o r e  l ike 80. 

'These a r e  t h e  n o r t h  and  
south  bo rde r s  of A labama ' s  
17 th  Jud ic i a l  C i r cu i t ,  c o m -  
posed of G r e e n e ,  Marengo,  
a n d  S u m t e r  coun t i e s  wi th  
cou r thouses  in Eutaw,  Linden,  
a n d  L i v i n g s t o n .  I t ' s  t h e  
l a r g e s t  g e o g r a p h i c a l  a r e a  
i n  t h e  state cove red  by 
a s ingle  c i r c u i t  judge. 

T h a t  judge is  Claud  Neil- 
son  who o f t e n  s i t s  in cou r t -  
rooms  wi thou t  

bench.  Neilson 

" B e i n g  a r u r a l  j u d g e  
i s  d i f fe ren t , "  h e  says. "You ' re  
c loser  to t h e  people  and  
s o m e t i m e s  t h a t  m a k e s  i t  
tougher  .'I 

The  17 th  Judic ia l  C i r c u i t  
w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  c o m p o s e d  
of fou r  coun t i e s  -- Marengo,  
S u m t e r ,  Greene ,  and  Pickens.  
I n  1 9 4 7 ,  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  

(See Neilson, Page 2) 

Clay and C leburne  coun t i e s  
w e r e  t h e  o n l y  c o u n t i e s  
a t  t h e  beginning  of t h e  
U n i f i e d  J u d i c i a l  S y s t e m  
i n  1 9 7 7  wh ich  w e r e  no t  
p r o v i d e d  r e s i d e n t  d i s t r i c t  
judges .  W i t h  t h e  pas sage  
-of A c t  85-924 which c r e a t e d  
t h e  t w o  judgeships ,  e a c h  
coun ty  in A labama  i s  now 
a s e p a r a t e  d i s t r i c t  cou r t .  

Pilgrim Rochester 

Gov. G e o r g e  C. Wallace 
h a s  n a m e d  J o h n  E d w a r d  
R o c h e s t e r  to f i l l  t h e  new 
p o s i t i o n  i n  C l a y  Coun ty ,  
and  La r ry  E. P i lgr im has  

b e e n  a p p o i n t e d  t o  s e r v e  
as d i s t r i c t  judge of C lebu rne  
County.  

J u d g e  Roches t e r  r ece ived  
h i s  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  d e g r e e  
f r o m  A u b u r n  U n i v e r s i t y  
a n d  g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  t h e  
Cumber l and  School  of Law 
in  1980.  H e  engaged  in 
t h e  p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e  of  
law in Ashland and  served  
as m u n i c i p a l  c o u r t  judge 
f o r  Ashland and  Wedowee. 

A l i f e l o n g  r e s i d e n t  of 
C l e b u r n e  C o u n t y ,  J u d g e  
P i l g r i m  g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  
Auburn Univers i ty  in 1975 
and r ece ived  his law d e g r e e  
f r o m  C u m . b e r 1 a n d  S c h o o l  
of Law in 1979. H e  w a s  
e n g a g e d  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  
p r a c t i c e  of law in C lebu rne  
Coun ty  prior  to be ing  ap-  
poin ted  t o  t h e  bench.  

Automated Pa yment System 
Being Tested 

A new a u t o m a t e d  sys t em 
w a s  a d d e d  t o  t h e  S t a t e  
Judic ia l  Informat ion  S y s t e m  
(SJIS) in O c t o b e r  of t h i s  
year .  T h e  new r e l e a s e  i s  
t h e  C o u r t  P a y m e n t  Sys t em 
designed to speed  t h e  process  
of co l l ec t i ng  and  disbursing 
funds  c o l l e c t e d  on any  peri-  
o d i c  p a y m e n t s  m a d e  to  
t h e  c le rk .  

In The Field 
S u c h  p e r i o d i c  p a y m e n t s  

w i l l  i n c l u d e  r e s t i t u t i o n ,  
f i ne s ,  pa r t i a l  p a y m e n t  on  
c o u r t  costs  o r  i n d i g e n t  
a t t o r n e y  f e e s ,  a l l  c h i l d  
suppor t  co l l ec t i ons  including 
ADC,  T i t l e  IV, and  URESA, 
al imony and any 'o ther  judg- 
m e n t s  be ing  paid in instal l -  
ments .  

(See Automated, Page 2) 
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Neilson 
(Continued from Page 1) 

d e l e t e d  P i c k e n s  C o u n t y  
f r o m  t h e  c i r c u i t .  S i n c e  
1947, t h e r e  h a v e  been  only 
t h r e e  d i f f e ren t  c i r cu i t  judges 
-- Judge  E m m e t t  Hi ldrea th ,  
Judge  Tom Boggs, and Judge  
Neilson. 

When  y o u ' v e  g o t  t h r e e  
c o u n t i e s ,  b e i n g  c l o s e  to 
t h e  people requi res  a th ree -  
fo ld  e f fo r t .  Neilson i s  a 
m e m b e r  of o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
in e a c h  county  and m u s t  
d e a l  r e g u l a r l y  wi th  loca l  
of f ic ia l s  in e a c h  courthouse.  

"When I go  to Eutaw 
or Livingston or Linden 
to  hold court, I'm obligated 
to visit offices in the court- 
house and also  be open 
and available to local city 
off icials .  You might call 
it  politics, but so be it; 
it's necessary." 

In addi t ion  to t h e  poli t ics ,  
Nei l son  a lso  is  t h e  head  
of t h r e e  law l ibrar ies  and 
t h r e e  j u r y  c o m m i s s i o n s .  
H e  has  no  law clerks;  no 
fu l l - t ime bailiffs.  

"When I pack  up t o  g o  
t o  E u t a w  o r  L i v i n g s t o n ,  
t h e  only tool  of t h e  o ld t ime  
c i r c u i t - r i d i n g  j u d g e  t h a t ' s  
missing i s  t h e  horse." 

If t h e  judge needs  to 
hold a p r i v a t e  confe rence ,  
h e  uses a jury room or 
w i t n e s s  r o o m .  His  phone 
messages  a r e  usually handled 
by t h e  c i r c u i t  c le rk ' s  or  
d i s t r i c t  judge's s t a f f .  

" W e ' v e  g o t  e x c e l l e n t  
c l e r k s  and d i s t r i c t  judges 
in e a c h  coun ty  and the i r  
coopera t ion  is  my salvation." 

N e i l s o n  i s  p r o u d  t h a t  
t h e  c i r c u i t  c o u r t  docke t  
i n  a l l  t h r e e  c o u n t i e s  is  
c u r r e n t .  D u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  
year ,  778 c a s e s  w e r e  f i led 
a n d  8 2 9  w e r e  d i s p o s e d ,  
g i v i n g  h i m  a t h r o u g h p u t  
f i gu re  of 107%. 

T h e  case fi l ings a r e  less  
t h a n  t h e  s t a t e -wide  a v e r a g e  
bu t  Neilson f e e l s  his  o t h e r  
w o r k l o a d  m u l t i p l i e d  t i m e s  
t h r e e  equa l s  t h a t  of any  
c i r cu i t  judge in t h e  s t a t e .  
I n s o f a r  as workload goes,  
he'd t r a d e  f o r  a case load  
of 1,100 in a single county  
jurisdiction any t ime.  

H o w e v e r ,  h e  f e e l s  t h e  
rewards  of be ing  c lose  to 
t h e  p e o p l e .  "They. n e v e r  
l e t  you g e t  in a vacuum 
o r  s i t  in a n  ivory tower." 

Automated 
(Continued from Page 1) 

I n  a d d i t i o n  to  a i d i n g  
t h e  c l e r k  i n  t h e  a c t u a l  
h a n d l i n g  of  t h e  m o n i e s ,  
t h e  s y s t e m s  will  produce  
a v a r i e t y  of m a n a g e m e n t  
r e p o r t s  and products .  

T h e s e  include del inquent  
p a y m e n t  r e p o r t s ,  warn ing  
l e t t e r s ,  war ran t s ,  execut ions ,  
s t a t i s t i c a l  d a t a ,  and case load  
information.  

T h e  sys t em is  a l so  de- 
signed to r e t a i n  t h e  "payment  
history" of t h e  c l i en t  through 
t h e  l i fe  of t h e  case .  I t  
i s  a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  
sys t em will i nc rease ,  wi th  
l i t t l e  e x t r a  b u r d e n ,  t h e  
abi l i ty of t h e  c o u r t  to moni- 
t o r  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  i t s  
o r d e r ,  t h e r e b y  i n c r e a s i n g  
t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  of  c o u r t -  
ordered  monies. 

. 
This i s  t h e  f i r s t  a u t o m a t e d  

sys t em wi th  d i r e c t  f inancia l  
appl ica t ions  t h a t  has  b e e n  
designed f o r  t h e  t r i a l  cour t .  

D u e  t o  th i s  f a c t ,  t h e  
s y s t e m  will b e  t e s t e d  in 
M o n t g o m e r y  a n d  E t o w a h  
c o u n t i e s  b e f o r e  be ing  re-  
leased general ly.  

AOC Program Analyst Mike Moore 

(r) assists (1-1) Circuit Clerk Debra 
Hackett and Court Clerk Ruby 
Martin with new system 

D e b r a  H a c k e t t ,  C i r c u i t  
C le rk  of Montgomery County ,  
will  test t h e  r e s t i t u t ion /cour t  
c o s t l f i n e s  a t t o r n e y  f e e  
port ion of t h e  sys tem.  Billy 
Y a t e s ,  C i r c u i t  C l e r k  of 
E t o w a h  C o u n t y  wil l  test 
t h e  capabi l i t ies  of t h e  sys t em 
in t h e  chi ld suppor t  a r e a .  

Judge Melvin E. Grass 
R e t i r e d  Marshall County  

D i s t r i c t  J u d g e  Melvin E. 
Grass ,  71, died on S e p t e m b e r  
23, a f t e r  a lengthy illness. 
Judge  G r a s s  served' o n  t h e  
d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  f r o m  1971 (li 
unti l  his  r e t i r e m e n t  In 1983. 
H e  w a s  a n a t i v e  of Marshall 
C o u n t y  and h e  and Mrs. 
Gras s  resided in Guntersvi l le .  
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1) AOC Helps Solve Storage Problems tu rned  o u t  t o  b e  a posi t ive 
steD toward  increas ing  t h e  
e f f i c i ency  and eff  e c t 6 e n e s s  After Macon County Courthouse Fire the Macon county 

On  a ho t  Fr iday  evening 
in August ,  f i r e  raged  through 
t h e  Macon County  Cour thouse  
in Tuskegee  and l e f t  t h e  
8 0 - y e a r - o l d  s t r u c t u r e  s t i l l  
s tanding  but  vir tual ly unf i t  
f o r  use. 

When t h e  smoke  c l ea red ,  
t h e  t a x  co l l ec to r ' s  o f f i c e  
had been  g u t t e d  and t h e  
f loor  of t h e  cour t room had 
burned. 

T h e  c i r cu i t  c l e rk ' s  o f f i ce  
and  r eco rds  w e r e  on t h e  
f r inge  of t h e  f i r e  but  suf- 
f e r e d  s m o k e  damage.  C o u r t  
r eco rds  da t ing  back t o  1832, 
which w e r e  s to red  in t h e  
a t t i c ,  would have  t o  b e  

I housed elsewhere.  

C i r cu i t  C le rk  Eddie  Mal- 
lard found himself and  his 
s ta f f  r e loca t ed  in t h e  cour t -  
house annex and f a c e d  wi th  
s e r i o u s  r e c o r d s  s t o r a g e  
a n d  s e c u r i t y  p r o b l e m s .  

M a l l a r d  t u r n e d  t o  t h e  
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  of 
C o u r t s  f o r  help. 

The  Records  Management  
s t a f f  of t h e  S t a t e  C o u r t  
Opera t ions  Division immedi-  
a t e l y  assessed t h e  s i tua t ion  
a n d  m o v e d  in  t o  a s s i s t  
w i t h  t h e  r e c o r d s  s t o r a g e  
problem. 

All r eco rds  which could 
I n o t  b e  s t o r e d  in Macon 

C o u n t y  w e r e  m o v e d  t o  
t h e  AOC r e c o r d s  s t o r a g e  

i @ f a c i l i t y  i n  M o n t g o m e r y .  

"This w a s  no  easy  task," 
s a i d  R e c o r d s  M a n a g e m e n t  
S u p e r v i s o r  L a r r y  F o r s t o n .  

Aftermath of Macon County Coutt- 
house fire. (Photo courtesy of 
The Tuskegee News) 

"We had t o  move  t h e  r eco rds  
f r o m  t h e  cour thouse  a t t i c  
by hand, down t h r e e  f l ights  
of c h a r r e d  s t e p s  and  over  
pi les  of burned deb r i s  t o  
l o a d  them,"  For s ton  said. 

A t o t a l  of  151 books 
and 90  cub ic  f e e t  of i nac t ive  
case f i l e s  w e r e  t r ans fe r r ed .  

T h e  r eco rds  w e r e  organ- 
i z e d  a n d  shelved a t  t h e  
A O C  r e c o r d s  f a c i l i t y  s o  
they  could b e  quickly re-  
t r i eved  if t h e  Macon County  
C l e r k ' s  o f f i c e  ca l l ed  f o r  
them.  P lans  w e r e  immedi-  
a t e l y  m a d e  t o  mic ro f i lm  
t h e  s t o r e d  r e c o r d s ,  t hus  
providing a min ia tu re  copy 
of t h e  case f i l e s  su i t ab l e  
f o r  use  within t h e  c l e rk ' s  
c u r r e n t  s p a c e  cons t r a in t s .  
A reader-pr in ter  w a s  provided 
t o  g i v e  t h e m  access t o  
t h e  i n a c t i v e  case f i l e s .  

A s i tua t ion  which could 
have  been  a d i sa s t e r  has  

o f f i c e  through t h e  use  of 
s o u n d  r e c o r d s  managemen t  
solutions. 

"The s t a f f  and resources  
of my division a r e  a lways  
avai lab le  t o  ass i s t  t h e  t r i a l  
c o u r t s  in t h e  e v e n t  of a n  
e m e r g e n c y  s 'uch  as  t h e  
M a c o n  C o u n t y  fire," said 
F r a n k  G r e g o r y ,  D i r e c t o r  
of t h e  S t a t e  C o u r t  Opera t ions  
Division. 

Clerks, Registers 
Fall Meeting Set 
For Birmingham 

T h e  Fal l  Specia l ty  Con- 
f e r e n c e  f o r  Clerks ,  Regis te rs ,  
and  employees  will  b e  de-  
voted t o  a n  in-depth study 
of Child Support: t h e  o r d e r s  
w h e r e  i t  may ar i se ,  t h e  
r e m e d i e s  f o r  c o l l e c t i o n ,  
t h e  procedures,  and associ- 
a t e d  forms.  T h e  Confe rence ,  
sponsored by t h e  Alabama 
Judic ia l  College,  i s  scheduled 
f o r  November  14-15, 1985, 
in Birmingham. 

During t h e  Specia l  Session 
in Sep tember ,  t h e  Leg i s l a tu re  
passed t h r e e  bills t o  bring 
A l a b a m a  i n t o  c o m p l i a n c e  
w i t h  F e d e r a l  requi rements .  
T h e  p r o c e d u r e s  set f o r t h  
in t h e s e  A c t s  b e c o m e  e f f e c -  
t i v e  Janua ry  1, 1986, and  
a r e  s i g n i f i c a n t  c h a n g e s  
f r o m  c u r r e n t  p r o c e d u r e s .  

A O C  A s s i s t a n t  L e g a l  
C o u n c i l  T o m  B a r b e r  and  
B e c k y  B e n t l e y  w i l l  head 
t h e  t e a m  who will m a k e  
t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  d u r i n g  
t h e  meeting.  
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Video 
A p i c t u r e  i s  wor th  a 

t h o u s a n d  words. A t  l eas t  
t h a t  is w h a t  s o m e  Alabama 
lawyers and police of f ic ia ls  
bel ieve abou t  t h e  use  of 
v i d e o - t a p e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  
in t h e  courts .  

As a resul t  of t h e  passage  
of A c t  85-743, which provides 
f o r  t h e  use  of video-taped 
d e p o s i t i o n s  a n d / o r  c l o s e d  
c i r c u i t  televised tes t imony 
of v i c t i m s  a n d  witnesses 
under t h e  age of 16 in child 
abuse  cases, video playback 
equipment  will b e  provided 
t o  e a c h  c o u r t  s i te .  T h e  
p l a y b a c k  e q u i p m e n t  wi l l  
be  avai lable  by ear ly  1986. 
" A l t h o u g h  t h i s  e q u i p m e n t  
i s  b e i n g  speci f ica l ly  pur- 
c h a s e d  f o r  u s e  i n  child 
sex abuse  cases ,  th is  equip- 
m e n t  h a s  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  
use in o the r  c o u r t  act ivi t ies ,"  
said Allen L. Tapley,  Admini- 
s t r a t i v e  Direc tor  of Courts .  

Several years ago, the 
use of video tapes in the 
courts was a rare occurence. 
Today, in some circuits, 
videos are becoming more 
commonplace. In the 11th 

' and 8th  judicial circuits, 
video recording equipment 
i s  now available through 
t h e  court or law library 
for use by attorneys. 

In t h e  Birmingham cour ts ,  
P r e s i d i n g  J u d g e  J o h n  N. 
Bryan repor ted  t h a t  a t t o r n e y s  
a r e  increasingly using video 
p r e s e n t a t i o n s  in t h e  civi l  
c o u r t s  f o r  deposi t ions of 
phys ic i ans  and out-of -state 
witnesses. 

In Mobile, video presenta-  
t i o n s  a r e  a l s o  b e c o m i n g  

Moves Courtrooms 
m o r e  f r e q u e n t .  " A t  o n e  
t i m e , "  s a i d  J o e  B e c k e r ,  
Mobile C o u r t  Adminis t ra tor ,  
"we had t r i a l s  using video 
p r e s e n t a t i o n s  going on in 
t h r e e  c o u r t r o o m s  at t h e  
s a m e  time." 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  Robert  
Merrill, Court Administrator 
for the 15th Judicial Circuit, 
"Rarely a week goes by 
without some type of video 
presentation in one of the 
Montgomery County court- 
rooms." 

A p r i m a r y  r e a s o n  f o r  
e x t e n s i v e  u s e  of v i d e o s  
in t h e  15th C i rcu i t  c o m e s  
f rom t h e  Montgomery Pol ice  
D e p a r t m e n t .  A c c o r d i n g  
t o  Lt .  Dennis Bodine, t h e  
Montgomery Po l i ce  Depar t -  
m e n t  is a pioneer in t h e  
use  of video-taped ihforma- 
tion. "For t h e  pas t  severa l  
years ,  w e  have  video-taped 
a l l  s t a t e m e n t s  of v ic t ims 
a n d  d e f e n d a n t s  in ma jo r  
cases as well  as a l l  c r i m e  
scenes  and acc iden t s  where  
possible vehicular  homicide 
c h a r g e s  m a y  b e  f i l e d , "  
said Bodine. "In DUI cases, 
t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  a l so  routinely 
t a p e s  a l l  GCI tests," said 
Bod ine .  V i d e o - t a p e d  c o n -  
f e s s i o n s  a n d  s t a t e m e n t s  
a r e  now routinely e n t e r e d  
as  e v i d e n c e  i n  c r i m i n a l  
cases. T h e  use  of videos 
may mean  higher convict ion 
r a t e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in  DUI 
cases.  "Once t h e  de fendan t  
in a DUI case sees himself 
on t ape ,  h e  will general ly 
plead guilty," said Bodine. 

. V i d e o  t a p e s  a r e  a l s o  
being used in civil cases 

fo r  physician and out-of-state 
wi tness  deposit ions as well 
as t o  dep ic t  a s i t e  t h a t  
a j u r y  m i g h t  o t h e r w i s e  
have  t o  visit  o r  t o  i l lus t ra te  
t h e  condit ions under which 
a n  e v e n t  o c c u r r e d .  J o e  
C a r r ,  a n  a t t o r n e y  w i t h  
L e g a l  Services  in Mobile, 
m a k e s  e x t e n s i v e  u s e  o f  
v i d e o  d e p o s i t i o n s .  " T h e  
p r i m a r y  f a c t o r  i s  c o s t , "  
said Car r .  "The use  of video- 
t a p e d  d e p o s i t i o n s  a l l o w s  
m e  t o  l i t i ga t e  issues fo r  
indigent c l i en t s  on a m o r e  
equal  foot ing  wi th  co rpora te  
and individual c l i en t s  who 
have  t h e  resources  t o  a f f o r d  
s t e n o g r a p h i c  s e r v i c e s . "  

"The use of this video 
equipment also offers us 
a unique opportunity to 
expand our judicial education 
programs," said Allen Tapley. 
"Thelma Braswell, Director 
of our Judicial College, 
i s  now making plans to  
expand the College's video 
library and developing pro- 
c e d u r e s  for an in-state 
loan program. The judicial 
college is also looking into 
the development of orienta- 
tion and continuing education 
packets for judges, clerks, 
and other court employees." 

V i d e o  e q u i p m e n t  m a y  
a l so  b e  used fo r  t h e  or ienta-  
t i o n  of jurors .  "We a r e  
looking in to  t h e  feasibi l i ty 
of conver t ing  t h e  exist ing 
s l ide  shows t o  t h e  video 
t a p e  format,"  said Tapley. 
"This f o r m a t  may be eas i e r  
t o  use f o r  juror presenta t ions  
and should b e  more  con- 
v e n i e n t  t o  use in public 
i n f o r m a t i o n  p r o g r a m s . "  



Court News Page 5 

e 
Microfilming Saves Space, Money for Shelby County 

F i v e  y e a r s  of case f i l e s  
t h a t  occupied  t w o  six-shelf 
l a t e r a l  f i l e  c a b i n e t s  in t h e  
S h e l b y  C o u n t y  c o u r t h o u s e  
a r e  now s to red  on  microf i lm 
in a n  a r e a  a b o u t  t h e  s i z e  
of a shoe  box. 

A f t e r  a n e e d s  ana lys is  
by t h e  Admin i s t r a t i ve  O f f i c e  
of Cour t s '  Reco rds  Manage-  
m e n t  s t a f f ,  Shelby Coun ty  
w a s  among  t h e  f i r s t  s e l e c t e d  
t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  t h e  rev i ta l -  
i zed  A O C  microf i lm program. 

C r i t e r i a  f o r  s e l e c t i o n  
i n c l u d e s  s p a c e  cons t r a in t s ,  
case load ,  and o t h e r  f a c t o r s  
r e l a t i n g  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  
e f f i c i e n t  m a n a g e m e n t  of 
c o u r t  records.  

on 2 3  rol ls  of microfi lm.  

A microf i lm reader -pr in te r  
has  been  ins ta l led  in t h e  
c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e  t o  e n a b l e  
t h e  c l e rk ' s  s t a f f  t o  view 
t h e  case f i l e s  and  m a k e  
c o p i e s  w h e n  n e c e s s a r y .  
T h e  copies  a r e  pr in ted  on  
p l a i n  b o n d  p a p e r  g i v i n g  
t h e m  a copy qual i ty  s imi la r  

t o  t h a t  of a n  o f f i c e  copy 
machine.  

"We're  r e a l l y  p l e a s e d  
with the microfilm project. 
I've already been able to 
cancel an order for five 
f i le  cabinets because they 
w o n ' t  b e  n e e d e d  now," 
said Kyle Lansford, Shelby 
County Circuit Clerk. 

In addit ion t o  using micro-  
f i l m i n g  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e i r  
r eco rds  m a n a g e m e n t  needs,  
S h e l b y  C o u n t y  h a s  u s e d  
t h e  t r i a l  c o u r t  r e c o r d s  
r e t en t ion  schedule  t o  dispose 
of a l l  c o u r t  r eco rds  t h a t  
a r e  el igible  f o r  des t ruc t ion .  

T h e  r e su l t s  of  applying 
s o u n d  r e c o r d s  m a n a g e m e n t  
solut ions a r e  t h e  e f f i c i e n t  
o p e r a t i o n  of  t h e  c l e r k ' s  

All disposed c i r c u i t  c r imi -  The same volume of records shown o f f i c e  w i t h i n  i t s  c u r r e n t  
rial case f i l e s  f r o m  1977 behind Shelby County Circuit Clerk s p a c e  l imi t s  and improved 
t h r o u g h  1 9 8 1  h a v e  b e e n  Kyle Lansford is now reduced to access t o  t h e  r eco rds  of 
f i lmed  and  a r e  now con ta ined  the size of a shoe box on microfilm. t h e  t r i a l  cour t s .  

Scholarship Established 
T h e  H o n o r a b l e  R o b e r t  

E. Hodne t t e ,  Jr., R e t i r e d  
Pres id ing  J u d g e  of t h e  13 th  
Judic ia l  C i r cu i t ,  w a s  honored 
in Mobile r ecen t ly  by t h e  
e s t ab l i shmen t  of t h e  R o b e r t  
E. Hodne t t e ,  J r .  Endowed 
S c h o l a r s h i p  F u n d  a t  T h e  
Universi ty of A labama  School  
of Law. 

T h e  s c h o l a r s h i p  f u n d  
w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h r o u g h  
a n  a d  hoc  c o m m i t t e e  com-  

of p e o p l e  in t h e  @ E:~:::SS and  lega l  communi ty .  
T h e  f i r s t  scholarsh ip  will  
b e  a w a r d e d  f o r  t h e  f a l l  
of 1987 and  will  b e  g r a n t e d  

Honor 
f o r  o n e  a c a d e m i c  y e a r .  
In o r d e r  t o  b e  e l ig ib le ,  
t h e  r ec ip i en t  mus t  b e  f r o m  
Mobile County.  

During c e r e m o n i e s  honor- 
ing Hodne t t e ,  Mobile P re -  
siding C i r c u i t  J u d g e  Fe r r i l l  
D. M c R a e  announced  t h e  
scholarship. 

Judge Hodnette 
T o r b e r t  o f  t h e  A l a b a m a  
S u p r e m e  C o u r t  and  J u d g e  
R i c h a r d  H o l m e s  o f  t h e  
A labama  C o u r t  of Cr imina l  
A p p e a l s  w e r e  p re sen t  f o r  
t h e  c e r e m o n y .  T o r b e r t  
p r e sen ted  t h e  r e t i r e d  judge 
wi th  a c e r t i f i c a t e  of apprec i -  
a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  A l a b a m a  
S u p r e m e  Cour t .  

In a c c e p t i n g  t h e  honor,  Members  of t h e  a d  hoc  
J u d g e  H o d n e t t e  s a i d ,  "I c o m m i t t e e  a r e  Bob Boykin, 
a m  comple t e ly  t a k e n  a b a c k  C h a r  l e s  " R a n d  y" B u t l e r ,  
by a l l  of this.  I 've neve r  Jr., Dudley Dawson,  Ross  
been  s o  honored in al l  my  G r a d y ,  William J. Hear in ,  
life." Ralph  Holberg,  Jr. ,  R. B. 

"Bobby" Wilkins, and J u d g e  
Chief  J u s t i c e  C.  C. "Bo" McRae.  
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Deducting Fees Fair Trial Tax Report Requested 
From Annuity 
Fund Disallowed 

T h e  s taf f  of t h e  Alabama 
P e a c e  O f f i c e r s  A n n u i t y  
a n d  B e n e f i t  Fund (POAB) 
recent ly  informed t h e  Admin- 
i s t r a t ive  O f f i c e  of Cour t s  
t h a t  c e r t a i n  clerks,  especial ly 
m u n i c i p a l  c o u r t  c l e r k s ,  
a r e  d e d u c t i n g  c o m m i s s i o n  

In Sep tember  1985, t h e  
S t a t e  Comptrol ler  reques ted  
t h a t  a l l  municipal c o u r t s  
p r o v i d e  a copy of the i r  
a n n u a l  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  of 
t h e  F a i r  Trial  Tax Fund, 
d e t a i l i n g  t o t a l  col lect ions,  
r e t e n t i o n  of f u n d s  used  
f o r  i n d i g e n t  d e f e n s e ,  as 
well as a t o t a l  of funds 
r e m i t t e d  t o  t h e  state t r eas -  
urer .  

t o  t h e  S t a t e  Treasury) t o  
r epor t  t he i r  annual  reconcili- 
a t ion  t o  t h e  state comp-  
t r o l l e r .  S i m p l v  label  t h e  
fo rm,  "Annual Reconcil iat ion 
Repor t . "  You may  s e c u r e  
cop ies  of t h e  f o r m  f r o m  
t h e  Municipal Cour t  Opera-  
t ions Division of t h e  Admin- 
i s t r a t ive  O f f i c e  of Courts. 

f e e s  f r o m  t h e  funds  t rans-  
m i t t e d  t o  t h e  P e a c e  Of f i ce r s  T h i s  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  i s  F a  jr T r  j a l  T a x  
Annuity and Benef i t  Fund. n e c e s s i t a t e d  by  t h e  pro- 

visions of Sect ion  12- 19-25 1.1 C h a n g e s  S t a t e d  

R e s e a r c h  c o n d u c t e d  by  
t h e  A O C  s t a f f  i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  such deduct ions  w e r e  
author ized  by s t a t u t e  prior 
t o  t h e  r e c o d i f i c a t i o n  of 
t h e  Code  of Alabama, 1975. 
T h i s  p r o v i s i o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  
w a s  n o t  b r o u g h t  forward  
in  t h e  r e c o d i f i c a t i o n  and 
i s  n o  l o n g e r  a l l o w a b l e .  

A l l  m o n i e s  c o l l e c t e d  
by municipal courts must 
now b e  remitted to the 
P e a c e  O f f i c e r s  Annuity  
and Benefit Fund. 

A s  provided by Sect ion  
36-21 -67, t h e  c o s t  imposed 
fo r  t h e  POAB Fund mus t  
b e  r e m i t t e d  t o  t h e  execu t ive  
d i r ec to r  of t h e  POAB Fund 
on t h e  10th day of e a c h  
m o n t h ,  n e x t  s u c c e e d i n g  
t h a t  in which t h e  c o s t  is 
paid. 

If f o r m s  a r e  needed for  
repor t ing  such funds, those  
f o r m s  m a y  b e  r e q u e s t e d  
f r o m  t h e  P e a c e  O f f i c e r s  
Annuity and Benef i t  Fund, 
Pos t  Of f i ce  Box 2186, Mont- 
gomery ,  Alabama 36108. 

of t h e  Code  of Alabama, 
w h i c h  a l l o w  munic ipa l i t ies  
t o  r e t a in  the i r    air' Trial  
T a x  co l l ec t ions  t o  de f ray  
t h e  c o s t  of providing legal  
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  t o  indigent  
de fendan t s  while a lso  requir- 
ing t h a t  t h e  governing body 
pay in to  t h e  state t reasury  
a n y  f u n d s  n o t  u s e d  fo r  
such purpose. 

C o u r t s  m a y  u s e  f o r m  
M C - 1 3  ( M o n t h l y  R e p o r t  

A O C  R e q u e s t s  
A n n u a l  S u r v e y  
B e  R e t u r n e d  

T h e  M u n i c i p a l  C o u r t  
Opera t ions  Division recent ly  
d is t r ibuted  t h e  f i r s t  Municipal 
C o u r t  Annual Survey. In- 
c l u d e d  w i t h  t h e  r e p o r t  
w a s  a survey f o r m  f o r  t h e  
1984 Fisca l  Year. 

I t  is reques ted  t h a t  t h i s  
f o r m  b e  c o m p l e t e d  a n d  
re turned t o  t h e  Administra-  
t i v e  Of f i ce  of C o u r t s  a s  
s o o n  a s  possible s o  t h a t  
t h e  d a t a  c a n  b e  compiled 
a n d  repor ted  t o  municipal 
c o u r t  of f ic ia ls  by t h e  end  

T h e  c o m p t r o l l e r  h a s  
i n f o r m e d  t h e  AOC that  
some municipal courts are 
charging defendants different 
amounts for the Fair Trial 
Tax Fund. The correct amount 
that all courts should charge 
for traffic and non-traffic 
misdemeanors is $7.00 per 
case o n  a l l  convict ions 
and bond forfeitures. [§ 12- 19- 
290 and 12-19-250.1, Code 
of Alabama 19751. 

of November. 

Q u e s t i o n s  regarding t h e  
s u r v e y  should b e  d i r ec t ed  
t o  Ms. Helen Gray,  Municipal 
C o u r t  Opera t ions  Division/ 
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  of 
C o u r t s ,  1 - 8 0 0 - 3 9 2 - 8 0 7 7 .  

S t .  C l a i r  C o u n t y  
C l e r k  R e t i r e s  

N o r m a n  S m i t h  of Pel1 
C i ty  r e t i r ed  Sep tember  30 
a f t e r  s e rv ice  as St. Clair  
County  C i rcu i t  Clerk  fo r  t h e  
pas t  15  years. H e  w a s  sworn 
in as a supernumerary  c lerk  
upon his r e t i r emen t .  
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Juvenile Courts Studied 
By Lee County Teachers 

A p p r o x i m a t e l y  50  soc ia l  
s t ud i e s  t e a c h e r s  f r o m  L e e  
C o u n t y ,  Auburn c i t y ,  and 
Opel ika  c i t y  school  s y s t e m s  
m e t  a t  t h e  L e e  Coun ty  
J u s t i c e  C e n t e r  on  O c t o b e r  

I 
t 

31, 1985, fo r  a n  in-service 
t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m  o n  t h e  I juvenile cour t s .  

In a memorandum to 
I t h e  participants, Presiding 

Circuit Judge G. H. "Spud" 
Wright, Jr., stated, "The 

I overall purpose of the pro- 
I gram i s  to acquaint the 

participants with the Ala- 
I b a m a  s y s t e m  of just ice  

on the local level and to 
encourage teaching about 
the justice system in our 
schools.tt 

T h e  t e a c h e r s  heard  presen-  
t a t i o n s  on  t h e  jurisdiction 
and  p rocedure  of t h e  juvenile 
cou r t s ,  t h e  ro l e  and  responsi- 
bi l i ty  of t h e  juvenile  proba-  
t i on  o f f i ce r ,  t h e  ro l e  * a n d  
responsibi l i ty  of t h e  Depa r t -  
m e n t  of Pens ions  and  Secur-  
i t y  in juvenile cases, and  
t h e  lega l  r igh ts  of t h e  child. 

w e r e  fulfill ing r equ i r emen t s  
of t h e  workshop in present ing  
t h i s  i n - s e r v i c e  t r a i n i n g  
on Alabama  law and  cou r t -  
r e l a t e d  t o p i c s  to s o c i a l  
s t u d i e s  t e a c h e r s  in t h e i r  
school  sys tem.  

" T h e  in - se rv i ce  program 
o f f e r s  t h e  judges and  c o u r t  
o f f i c i a l s  a unique oppor tuni ty  
to f o s t e r  a g r e a t e r  under-  
s tanding  and  g r e a t e r  confi-  
d e n c e  and  r e s p e c t  f o r  ou r  
l e g a l  s y s t e m  a m o n g  t h e  
t e a c h e r s  a n d  s t u d e n t s  of 
L e e  C o u n t y , "  s a i d  J u d g e  
Lane .  

" T h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
O f f i c e  of C o u r t s  is  p leased  
to  r e n d e r  a s s i s t ance  wi th  
in-service t ra in ing  p rog rams  
to t e a c h e r s  w h o  have  c o m -  
p l e t ed  ou r  t e a c h e r  workshop. 
I t  i s  our  goa l  to es tab l i sh  
a b r o a d - b a s e d  l aw- re l a t ed  
e d u c a t i o n  p rog ram through- 
o u t  o u r  state's school  sys- 
tem," said Allen L. Tapley ,  
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  D i r e c t o r  
of Cour ts .  

T h e  i n - s e r v i c e  p r o g r a m  
w a s  c o o r d i n a t e d  by L e e  
Coun ty  D i s t r i c t  J u d g e  Rich-  

- 
school  sys t em;  J e r a l d  w a r e  Gorman Houston, (r), sworn in as 
T a t u m ,  Auburn school  sys t em;  Associate Justice of the Supreme 
and Phyll is  M. P e t e r s ,  Ope- Court by Chief Justice C. C. "68 
l i k a  C i t y  s c h o o l  s y s t e m  Torbert as Mrs. Houston looks o n  

M i l i t a r y  C r e d i t  
Added 

To Ret i rement  
E m p l o y e e s  a n d  of f ic ia l s  

w h o  h a v e  b e e n  m e m b e r s  
o f  t h e  s ta te  e m p l o y e e s '  
t e a c h e r s  o r  judicial r e t i r e -  
m e n t  s y s t e m s  fo r  six consecu-  
t i v e  yea r s  o r  f o r m e r  m e m b e r s  
of e i t h e r  of t h e  t h r e e  sys- 
t e m s  w h o  h a v e  ves t ed  bene-  
f i t s  m a y  now purchase  up 
to fou r  yea r s  of mi l i ta ry  
s e r v i c e  c r e d i t  unde r  t h e  
provisions of A c t  85-1001, 
p a s s e d  d u r i n g  t h e  r e c e n t  
spec i a l  session of t h e  legisla- 
t u r e .  

T h i s  r e o p e n i n g  of t h e  
r e t i r e m e n t  s y s t e m s  w i l l  
end  on  O c t o b e r  1, 1986. 

T h e  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  
c r e d i t  ava i l ab l e  f o r  pu rchase  
m u s t  n o t  have  previously 
b e e n  u s e d  f o r  r e t i r e m e n t  
c r e d i t  in t h e  state s y s t e m  
and c r e d i t  c a n n o t  b e  pur- 
chased  by anyone  cu r r en t ly  
drawing  mi l i ta ry  r e t i r e m e n t  
o t h e r  t han  disabi l i ty  benef i t s .  

P u r c h a s e  of t h e  mi l i ta ry  
c r e d i t  will r equ i r e  m e m b e r s  
a n d  f o r m e r  m e m b e r s  t o  
p a y  t h e  c u r r e n t  employee  
and  employe r  cost f o r  e a c h  
y e a r  o r  f r a c t i o n  of a y e a r  
bought .  

F o r  a judge, t h e  t o t a l  
cost f o r  e a c h  y e a r  purchased  
w i l l  b e  41.7 p e r c e n t  of 
t h e  j u d g e ' s  a n n u a l  state 
s a l a r y .  F o r  a n  employee ,  
t h e  c o s t  f o r  e a c h  y e a r  
purchased  wil l  b e  12.5 per-  
c e n t  o f  t h e  e m p l o y e e ' s  
annua l  salary.  

A copy of t h i s  act has  
b e e n  s e n t  t o  a l l  judges 
and  c l e r k s  of cou r t .  
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Workshop To Plan Help 
For Disturbed Children 

J u v e n i l e  a n d  F a m i l y  D r .  R o b e r t  F r i e d m a n  
Cour t  Judges  as well as will present: "Emotionally 
o t h e r  i n t e r e s t e d  p e r s o n s  D i s t u r b e d  C h i l d r e n :  Who 
within t h e  judicial sys tem a r e  they  and how c a n  w e  
a r e  invi ted  t o  pa r t i c ipa te  bes t  s e rve  them?" 
in a workshop entitled "De- P r o g r a m s  a n d  s e r v i c e s  
veloping a Community-Based wi l l  be discussed by Dr. 

' y s t em o f  Se rv ices  f o r  Fr iedman and Dr. Sue  S t r e e t ,  
Emotionally Disturbed Chil- and llAdvocacy and 
d ren , "  d u r i n g  t h e  m o n t h  Building: Planning, devel-  of December .  oping, and c r e a t i n g  support  

T h e  workshop, sponsored f o r  community-based-systems," 
by t h e  Alabama Depar tmen t  will b e  presented  by Ms. 
of Menta l  Heal th ,  will b e  Chr is t ina  Young* 
held December  9, Mobile; Any c o u r t  of f ic ia l  in ter -  
December lo ,  Montgomery; ested in  at tending t h e  work- 
and December  11, Birming- shop should Mr. 
ham. (Location t o  b e  an- 
nounced) C h a r l e s  D a y ,  D e p a r t m e n t  

of M e n t a l  H e a l t h ,  phone 
T h e  p r o g r a m  w i l l  b e  271-8261. 

conducted  by t h r e e  members  
of t h e  Flor ida  Menta l  Hea l th  Juveni le  and Fami ly  Cour t  
I n s t i t u t e  w h o  a r e  widely Judges  who a t t e n d  t h e  work- 
r e c o g n i z e d  a n d  r e s p e c t e d  s h o p  w i l l  b e  r e i m b u r s e d  
as au thor i t i e s  on children 's  fo r  t h e  $15.00 regis t ra t ion  
men ta l  hea l th  issues. f e e ,  p e r  d i e m  ( w i t h o u t  
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Judges Secretaries 
Award Scholarship 0 
T o  Judy Hulsey 

Judy Kay Hulsey was named the 
state winner of a $200 scholarship 
awarded by the Alabama Association 
of Circuit Judges Secretaries Ms 

I 
Hulsey is a student at Northwest ! 
Alabama State Technical College I 

in Hamilton. Lois Clement, secretary 
to Circuit Judge Carlton Mayhall, 
Jr, presented the check on behalf I 
of the Association 

i 

overnight  s tay),  and  mi leage  
by t h e  Adminis t ra t ive  Of f i ce  

I 
of Courts .  
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