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~udicial  Inquiries, Committees Present Reports 
3-County Docket 
Keep Judge Busy 

J u d g e  K e n n e t h  I n g r a m  
p r e s i d e s  o v e r  t h e  state's 
18th Judic ia l  C i r c u i t  con- 
s i s t i n g  of S h e l b y ,  Coosa  
and C lay  coun- 
t i e s .  H e  
h e a r s  tough and 
c o m p l i c a t e d  
c a s e s - - m u r d e r ,  
k i d n a p p i n g  a n d  
m u l t i - m i l l i o n  
dol la r  lawsui t s  
l i k e  o t h e r  c i r -  
c u i t  j u d g e s .  lngram 

But t h e  most  demanding,  
you might  ca l l  i t  t h e  most  
gut-wrenching,  job h e  has  
i s  outs ide  his own cour t room.  
As cha i rman  of t h e  S t a t e  
Judic ia l  Inquiry Commission,  
J u d g e  Ingram mus t  s i t  in 
j u d g e m e n t  of h i s  f e l l o w  
judges--his peers .  

To Judicial Study Commission 
T h e  A l a b a m a  J u d i c i a l  

S t u d y  Commiss ion ,  cha i red  
by  C h i e f  J u s t i c e  C .  C.  
Torbe r t ,  Jr., m e t  at t h e  
Law C e n t e r  on  t h e  Universi ty 
o f  A l a b a m a  c a m p u s  o n  
D e c e m b e r  5-6, 1985. 

"We a r e  indeed for tunate ,"  
said Chief J u s t i c e  C .  C .  
Torber t ,  Jr., " tha t  w e  h a v e  
th i s  fo rum w h e r e  m e m b e r s  
of a l l  b ranches  of ou r  state 
g o v e r n m e n t  c a n  c o m e  to -  
g e t h e r  t o  o p e n l y  d iscuss  
t h e  p r o b l e m s  which  f a c e  
o u r  j u d i c i a l  s y s t e m  a n d  
work t o g e t h e r  t oward  the i r  
resolution." 

The  Commission is  com-  
p o s e d  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
f r o m  t h e  legislat ive,  execu-  

t ive ,  and judicial b ranches  
of state government ,  and  
m e m b e r s  of t h e  legal  com-  
munity and is  cha rged  wi th  
t h e  respons ib i l i ty  t o  con- 
t i n u o u s l y  s tudy and m a k e  
r ecommenda t ions  t o  improve  
t h e  state's judicial sys tem.  

The  Chief  J u s t i c e  g a v e  
a n  overview of t h e  state 
of t h e  judiciary which in- 
c luded a n  upda te  o n  plans 
f o r  cons t ruc t ion  of a new 
judicial building. 

T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  h e a r d  
a r epor t  on t h e  newly imple- 
men ted  DUI C o u r t  R e f e r r a l  
O f f i c e r s  P r o g r a m  w h i c h  
is  being ins t i tu ted  in Dale ,  
M o n t g o m e r y ,  Morgan, and  

(See Judicial, Page 2) 

" I t ' s  n o t  t h e  e a s i e s t  
s i tua t ion  when you ' r e  s i t t i ng  
b e s i d e  a fel low judge a t  
a c o n f e r e n c e  o n e  m o n t h  
and 60 days  l a t e r  you ' r e  
quest ioning him at a n  in- 
quest," Ingram says. 

I n g r a m  a n d  t w o  o t h e r  
state judges--Court of Civi l  
A p p e a l s  J u d g e  R i c h a r d  
H o l m e s  of  M o n t g o m e r y  
a n d  C i r c u i t  J u d g e  T o m  
Younger of Huntsville--serve 

I .along w i t h  t w o  a t t o r n e y s  
a n d  t w o  l ay  c i t i zens  on  
t h e  s e v e n - m e m b e r ,  g r a n d  

(See Ingmm, Page 2) 

Best  Wishes f o r  a Merry Chr i s tmas  and a 

We have  had a n o t h e r  f i n e  yea r  and  have  
many accompl ishments  of which t o  b e  proud. 

Y e t ,  as w e  look toward  1986, much remains  
t o  b e  done. I t  is  my hope t h a t  w e  will  f a c e  
t h e  New Year  w i th  ant ic ipa t ion  and de t e rmin -  
at ion-- that  w e  will  see problems as opportun- 
i t i e s  and  d i f f icu l t ies  as challenges. 



Court News 

I N G R A M  
(Continued from Page 1 )  

jury t y p e  commission which 
i n v e s t i g a t e s  c o m p l a i n t s  
aga ins t  judges. 

If t h e  commission f i n d s  
s u f f i c i e n t  grounds , i t  may 
f i l e  a f o r m a l  c o m p l a i n t  
aga ins t  a judge wi th  t h e  
C o u r t  of  t h e  J u d i c i a r y .  
L a s t  y e a r ,  t h e  commission 
c o n s i d e r e d  116 complaints:  
four  w e r e  found t o  have  
i n s u f f i c i e n t  e v i d e n c e ;  3 7  
w e r e  w i t h o u t  s u f f i c i e n t  
basis; 56 w e r e  outs ide  t h e  
jurisdiction of t h e  commis-  
s ion;  t w o  w e r e  cancel led;  
six w e r e  resolved by t h e  
c o m  m i s s i o n  b y  m e e t i n g  
w i t h  t h e  j u d g e  involved;  
t w o  w e r e  resolved by c o u r t  
a c t i o n ;  o n e  w a s  resolved 
w h e n  t h e  j u d g e  invo lved  
r e t i r e d ;  a n d  o n e  f o r m a l  
c o m p l a i n t  w a s  fiIed wi th  
t h e  C o u r t  of t h e  Judiciary.  

T h r e e  s t a t e  judges have  
similar  t a sks  o n  t h e  C o u r t  
of t h e  Judiciary.  They a r e  
C o u r t  o f  C i v i l  A p p e a l s  
Presiding Judge  L. Cha r l e s  
Wright of Montgomery and 
C i r c u i t  J u d g e s  Ed T e a s e  
of F lo rence  and Bill Sullivan 
of Talladega.  

In addit ion t o  his judicial 
du t i e s  in t h e  18th  C i rcu i t  
and  his work as cha i rman  
of t h e  Inquiry Commission,  
I n g r a m  s e r v e d  l a s t  y e a r  
as pres ident  of t h e  S t a t e  
Associat ion of C i r cu i t  Judges. 

H e  l i v e s  in t h e  smal l  
town of Ashland in Clay  
County  w h e r e  h e  g rew up 
b u t  t r a v e l s  r e g u l a r l y  t o  
Shelby and Coosa  count ies  
t o  hoId c i r cu i t  cour t .  

J u d g e  Ingram w a s  f i r s t  

a p p o i n t e d  c i r c u i t  j u d g e  
in 1968. H e  is  cur rent ly  
12th  on t h e  senior i ty  l is t  
of t h e  state's 123 c i r cu i t  
judges and  i s  proud of t h e  
improvemen t s  made  in Ala- 
b a m a ' s  j u d i c i a l  s y s t e m .  
A f o r m e r  l e g i s l a t o r ,  h e  
has  been a key p layer  in 
t h e  c o u r t  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  
e f f o r t  w h i c h  s t a r t e d  in  
1971 and i s  continuing today.  

He's quiet but not shy. 
"I like being a circuit judge. 
It's a job that's important 
to society as well as those 
who participate in the judicial 
process, and I fee l  that 
c o l l e c t i v e l y  t h e  c i r c u i t  
j u d g e s  c o n t r i b u t e  t h e i r  
share in making our state 
a bet ter  place to live." 

H e ' s  e q u a l l y  t o u g h  on  
t h o s e  j u d g e s  w h o  m i g h t  
bring t h e  o f f i c e  in to  dis- 
repute.  "A judge no t  only 
mus t  l ive a n d  act in a man- 
ner  t h a t  preserves  and en- 
hances  just ice,  h e  a lso  must  
d o  s o  in a manner  which 
g i v e s  t h a t  p e r c e p t i o n  t o  
his  fel low citizens." 

JUDICIAL 
(Continued from Page 1 )  

C l a r k e  counties .  Da le  County  
Di s t r i c t  J u d g e  Val McGee led 
t h e  discussion, w i th  Di s t r i c t  
Judges  Lynn Clardy  Bright 
( M o n t g o m e r y  County) ,  David 
H. Bibb and David J. Breland 
(Morgan County) ,  and Harold 
C r o w  ( C l a r k e  C o u n t y ) ,  
a n d  A O C  s t a f f  m e m b e r s  
A n g e l o  T r i m b l e ,  D i rec to r ,  
Municipal C o u r t  Operat ions,  
and  Ca l l i e  Longshore,  Coor-  
d ina tor  of C o u r t  R e f e r r a l  
P r o g r a m s ,  p a r t i c i p a t i n g .  

A l s o  i n c l u d e d  o n  t h e  
program w a s  a repor t  f r o m  

t h e  J u v e n i l e  C o n f e r e n c e  
P l a n n i n g  S u b c o m m i t t e e .  
The s u b c o m m i t t e e  is  com-  
p o s e d  of  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
f r o m  a l l  state a g e n c i e s  
a n d  d e p a r t m e n t s  c h a r g e d  
w i t h  d e l i v e r y  of s e rv i ces  
t o  t h e  youth of Alabama.  

T h e  p r i m a r y  p u r p o s e  
o f  t h e  S u b c o m m i t t e e  i s  
t h e  development  of a n  in ter -  
a g e n c y  c o n f e r e n c e  w h i c h  
will bring toge the r  par t ic i -  
p a n t s  f r o m  e a c h  of t h e  
y o u t h  s e r v i c e s  a g e n c i e s  
in an  e f f o r t  t o  f o r g e  a 
new, coope ra t ive  partnership.  

A p a n e l  discussion w a s  
p r e s e n t e d  i n v o l v i n g  Ms. 
Gwendolyn Williams, Commis-  
s ioner ,  D e p a r t m e n t  of Pen-  
s i o n s  a n d  S e c u r i t y ;  Ms. 
J a n  P .  Autery ,  D e p a r t m e n t  
o f  Y o u t h  S e r v i c e s ;  Dr .  
Kennith Blankenship, Depa r t -  @ 
m e n t  of E d u c a t i o n ;  Ms. 
Mary L e e  R ice ,  D e p a r t m e n t  
of Menta l  Hea l th  and  Menta l  
R e t a r d a t i o n ;  a n d  D i s t r i c t  
J u d g e  R o b e r t  E. L e w i s ,  
Etowah County.  

O t h e r  ac t iv i t i e s  included 
a r e p o r t  f r o m  D e c a t u r  
A t to rney  Bob Harris ,  who 
is  cha i rman  of t h e  S t a t e  
Bar Task F o r c e  concerning  
p o s s i b l e  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  
o f  t h e  s ta te 's  a p p e l l a t e  
cour ts .  AOC's  Adminis t ra t ive  
D i r e c t o r  Allen L. Tapley, 
F r a n k  G r e g o r y ,  D i rec to r  
of Trial  C o u r t  Operat ions,  
and  La r ry  Fors ton ,  Records  
M a n a g e m e n t  S u p e r v i s o r ,  
discussed t h e  need  f o r  a 
c e n t r a l i z e d  judicial records  
c e n t e r :  a n d  L a n e  Mann ,  
L e g a l  C o u n s e l ,  r e p o r t e d  - 
o n  l e g i s l a t i o n  a n d  
rules. 
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Lionel Layden Appointed To 
Mobile County District Court 

Mobile A t to rney  Lionel  L. J u d g e  Layden rece ived  his 
Layden has  been  appointed t o  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  d e g r e e  f r o m  
t h e  Mobile d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  bench Jacksonvi l le  S t a t e  Universi ty 
b y  G o v e r n o r  
G e o r g e  C .  
W a l l a c e .  
J u d g e  Layden 
f i l l s  t h e  
p o s i t i o n  l e f t  
v a c a n t  w h e n  
J u d g e  Douglas 
I .  J o h n s t o n e  

a n d  h i s  law d e g r e e  f r o m  
t h e  Universi ty of A labama  
S c h o o l  of Law. P r io r  t o  
his appoin tment  t o  t h e  bench,  
h e  p rac t i ced  law in Mobile. 
H e  served  as an  a s s i s t an t  
d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y  in Mobile 
f r o m  1965 through 1969 and 
h a s  p r e v i o u s  e x p e r i e n c e  

w a s  appointed Layden on t h e  bench as a t empora ry  
c i r c u i t  judge l a s t  August.  d i s t r i c t  judge. 

Leave Forms Due 

1 9 8 5  L e a v e  A c c o u n t i n g  
Cards ,  along wi th  a l l  copies  
of L e a v e  Reques t  and  Ap- 
proval  f o r m s  f o r  l eave  t a k e n  
in 1985, mus t  b e  forwarded 
t o  AOC Personnel  Division 
on  Janua ry  3, 1986. Before  
sending in t h e  1985 L e a v e  
A c c o u n t i n g  C a r d s ,  r e f e r  
t o  t h e  procedures  in C h a p t e r  
V of t h e  Personnel  P roce -  
du res  Manual. 

All c a r d s  must  b e  f i l led 
o u t ,  s i g n e d  by bo th  t h e  
employee  and admin i s t r a to r ,  
a n d  -must be  accompanied  
by t h e  L e a v e  Reques t  and  
A p p r o v a l  f o r m s  in  o r d e r  
t o  b e  audi ted .  No l eave  
c a n  b e  c r e d i t e d  f o r  t h e  
yea r  unless t h e s e  require-  
m e n t s  a r e  met .  

January 

a r e  c o r r e c t .  

P r o p e r  a n d  a c c u r a t e  
leave  account ing  is necessary  
because  e a c h  hour of l eave  
r e p r e s e n t s  potent ia l  monies 
owed by t h e  S t a t e .  

Addit ional ly,  leave  c a r d s  
of  e m p l o y e e s  a r e  sub jec t  
t o  aud i t  by t h e  S t a t e  Exami-  
n e r s  of P u b l i c  A c c o u n t s  
j u s t  as c a r e f u l l y  a s  a r e  
o t h e r  f i s ca l  records.  

A f e w  addi t ional  minu te s  
o f  t i m e  s p e n t  c h e c k i n g  
t h e  L e a v e  Accounting C a r d s  
b e f o r e  f o r w a r d i n g  t h e m  
t o  t h e  AOC may s a v e  many 
a d d i t i o n a l  h o u r s  of work  
e x p l a i n i n g  e r r o r s  f o u n d  
during t h e  audit .  

P l e a s e  c h e c k  o v e r  t h e  We ask  f o r  your suppor t  
c a r d s  c a r e f u l l y  t o  insure i n  p e r f o r m i n g  th is  audit .  

t h a t  a l l  l eave  t aken  i s  indicat-  If you have  any quest ions,  
ed  on  t h e  c a r d s  and  t h e  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  t h e  AOC 
balances  f o r  e a c h  pay period Personnel  Division. 

Snodgrass To Serve 
As Vice-Chairman Of 
NJC Board Of Directors 

C i r c u i t  J u d g e  J o h n  D. 
S n o d g r a s s  o f  H u n t s v i l l e  
has  been  e l e c t e d  vice-chair- 
man  of t h e  National  Judic ia l  
Col lege ' s  board of d i rec tors .  

T h e  c o l l e g e ,  l o c a t e d  
on  t h e  c a m p u s  of t h e  Univer- 
s i ty  of Nevada-Reno, was  
f o u n d e d  i n  1 9 6 4  wi th  a 
goal  of improving t h e  admini- 
s t r a t ion  of just ice through 
judicial educat ion.  

T o d a y ,  t h e  c o l l e g e  i s  
r e c o g n i z e d  as t h e  leading 
ins t i tu t ion  f o r  judicial educa-  
t ion  in t h e  Western  hemi-  
sphere.  

J u s t i c e  F lo rence  K. Murray 
of t h e  Rhode  Island Supreme  
C o u r t  c h a i r s  t h e  b o a r d  
of d i rec tors .  J u d g e  Snodgrass 
h a s  served  on  t h e  board 
s ince  1982. 

"1 a m  hon- 
ored  t o  s e r v e  
o n  t h e  c o l -  
l e g e ' s  board," 
S n o d g r a s s  said. 
t l T o d a y ,  t h e  
col lege  s t r i ves  
t o  a c h i e v e  i t s  
i n i t i a l  g o a l  
t h r o u g l h  a Snodgrass 
year-round program of c a r e e r  
judicial educa t ion  and t ra in-  
ing." 

J u d g e  Snodgras s  is  t h e  
Presiding J u d g e  of t h e  23rd 
Judic ia l  Ci rcui t .  
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Chief Justice Urges Cities Aoc p r o s r a m  
e 

To Use A OC Court Training He lps  C i t i e s  
"I'm proud of t h e  relat ion-  

s h i p  b e t w e e n  t h e  Unified 
J u d i c i a l  S y s t e m  a n d  t h e  
l o c a l  g o v e r n i n g  officials," 
Chief  J u s t i c e  C .  C.  Torbe r t ,  
Jr., told municipal  of f ic ia l s  
f r o m  throughout  t h e  state 
a t  t h e  annual  C o m m i t t e e  
Day at t h e  Alabama League  
of Municipal i t ies  on  Novem- 
be r  7 .  

"In t h i s  day  
of changing laws 
a n d  i n c r e a s e d  
d e m a n d s  o n  t h e  
c o u r t  sys t em,  i t  
i s  very impor-  
t a n t  t h a t  y o u  
h a v e  e f f i c i e n t  
a n d  e f f e c t i v e  
c o u r t  p e r s o n -  

Torbert 
nel." h e  told 
sonic 140 loca l  and  stale off i -  
c i a l s  a t t end ing  t h e  meeting.  

" T h e  M u n i c i p a l  C o u r t  
Opera t ions  Division of t h e  

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  of 
C o u r t s  i s  cons t an t ly  assis t ing 
c i t i e s  throughout  t h e  state 
in improving the i r  municipal  
c o u r t  operat ions.  

" T h r o u g h  o u r  A l a b a m a  
J u d i c i a l  Col lege ,  municipal  
judges a r e  k e p t  up-to-date 
on  s t a t u t o r y  and procedura l  
c h a n g e s ,  and  I encourage  
you t o  g e t  your c o u r t  off i-  
c i a l s  involved in t h e s e  t ra in-  
ing programs," said Torber t .  

A t  t h e  m e e t i n g ,  t h e  
f i v e  League  standing com-  
mi t t ee s ,  represent ing  munici- 
p a l i t i e s  f r o m  t h r o u g h o u t  
t h e  state, a c t e d  on policy 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  fo r  1986. 

T h e  p o l i c i e s  a p p r o v e d  
by t h e  s tanding c o m m i t t e e s  
will b e  a c t e d  upon by t h e  
L e a g u e  in fu l l  convent ion  
in Mobile n e x t  May. 

J e a n  D. Holcomb, c o u r t  
a n a l y s t  f o r  t h e  Municipal 
C o u r t  O p e r a t i o n s  Division 
of t h e  Adminis t ra t ive  O f f i c e  
of Cour ts ,  recent ly  conducted  
a two-hour t ra in ing  session 
f o r  m u n i c i p a l  c o u r t s  i n  
Mobile County.  

WILMER OFFICIALS--Police Chief Mel- 
ton Ott, Court Clerk Billie Sue Thorn- 
as, and Mayor Thomas E. Manning. 

T h e  t r a i n i n g  s e s s i o n ,  
which covered  r eco rds  man- 
a g e m e n t  p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  
c o u r t s  a n d  police depa r t -  
m e n t s  and  c o u r t  funct ions,  
w a s  r e q u e s t e d  by Mayor  
Thomas  E. Manning -of Wilmer, 
w h o  a l o n g  w i t h  Wi lmer l s  
c o u r t  c le rk ,  Billie S u e  Thomas,  
a l s o  h o s t e d  t h e  s e s s i o n  
and in t roduced Ms. Holcomb. 

T h e  d i s c u s s i o n  f o c u s e d  
Correct Address Noted F r e e p u b 1 i c a t i 0 n s primari ly on  proper  proce-  

du res  f o r  f i l ing t r a f f i c  and  
For Attorney Fee Forms For W a i t  i n g Jurors non- t raf f ic  cases in cour t .  

T h e  Adminis t ra t ive  O f f i c e  
of C o u r t s  occasionally re -  
ce ives  At to rney  F e e  Declara-  
t i o n  f o r m s  f o r  i n d i g e n t  
d e f e n s e  s e r v i c e s  r ende red  
in bo th  d i s t r i c t  and  c i r c u i t  
cour ts .  

J u r y  wai t ing  rooms need 
no  longer lack reading ma te r i -  
al.  A t  t h e  reques t  of R o b e r t  
D. Lipscher,  admin i s t r a t ive  
d i r e c t o r  of N e w  J e r s e y ' s  
cou r t s ,  t h e  U. S. Pos t a l  
S e r v i c e  h a s  a l t e r e d  t h e  

A 23-minute f i lm on issuing 
a r r e s t  w a r r a n t s  w a s  shown 
and discussed. Approximately 
7 c o u r t  c l e rks  and  35  police- 
m e n  represent ing  t h e  munici- 
pa l i t ies  of Creo la ,  Ci t ronel le ,  
M o u n t  Vernon ,  Chickasaw,  
P r i c h a r d ,  S a r a l a n d ,  a n d  

D o m e s t i c  Mail Manual t o  S a t s u m a  w e r e  in a t t e n d a n c e  
These  f o r m s  should n o t  p e r m i t  jury wait ing rooms a t  t h e  t r a i n i n g  s e s s i o n .  

b e  mailed t o  t h e  Admini- t o  r e c e i v e  unde l iverab le  
strat ive '  O f f i c e  of Cour ts .  publicat ions. "Ms. Holcomb has  m a d e  
A s  s t a t e d  on  t h e  fo rms ,  a l l  t h e  d i f f e rence  in t h e  , 
they  should b e  mailed to: world in our  c o u r t  c l e rk ' s  

T r i a l  c o u r t  p e r s o n n e l  office," sa id  Mayor Manning. 
S t a t e  Compt ro l l e r  na t ionwide  may now a r r a n g e  "Other  people  a r e  visiting 
S t a t e  Capi to l ,  Room 11 7 wi th  the i r  loca l  pos t  o f f i c e  Wilmer t o  look at our record-  
Montgomery,  AL 36 130 t o  ob ta in  such mail. k e e p i n g  system," h e  said. 
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From Judicat 
R o b e r t  Mar t in ,  d i r ec to r  

o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  se rv i ces  
at t h e  Adminis- 
t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  
o f  C o u r t s ,  
h a s  b e c o m e  
t h e  s e c o n d  
A l a b a m a  
c o u r t  of f ic ia l  
t o  b e  honored 
t h i s  y e a r  
by t h e  Ameri-  
c a n  J u d i c a t u r e  
S o c i e t y .  Martin 

M a r t i n  w a s  p r e s e n t e d  
t h e  Soc ie ty ' s  Specia l  Mer i t  
C i t a t i o n  f o r  h i s  e f f o r t s  
t o  i m p r o v e  t h e  adminis t ra t ion  
of just ice in Aiabama.  Ear l ie r  
t h i s  y e a r ,  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
D i r e c t o r  of C o u r t s  Allen 
L. T a p l e y  w a s  p re sen ted  
t h e  H e r b e r t  Lincoln Har l ey  
Award,  named fo r  t h e  foun- 
de r  of t h e  Society.  Both 
M a r t i n  a n d  T a p l e y  w e r e  
nomina ted  f o r  t h e  awards  
by U. S. S e n a t o r  Howell  
Hefl in and t h e  awards  w e r e  
presented  at a r e c e n t  judicial 
c o n f e r e n c e  by Chief  J u s t i c e  
C. C.  Torbe r t ,  J r .  

T h e  S o c i e t y ' s  pres ident ,  
L .  S t a n l e y  C h a u v i n ,  Jr., 
o f  L o u i s v i l l e ,  K e n t u c k y ,  
s a i d  M a r t i n  is recognized 
"for  his outs tanding  e f f o r t s  
t oward  passage of a new 
Judic ia l  Ar t i c l e  t o  t h e  Ala- 
b a m a  Const i tu t ion  in 1973 
and t h e  successfu l  leg is la t ive  
e f f o r t  t o  imp lemen t  pro- 
visions of t h a t  new a r t i c l e ;  
f o r  h i s  work  cont r ibut ing  
t o  e n a c t m e n t  of legislat ion 

@ w h i c h  upgrades  and  s tan-  
d a r d i z e s  t h e  state's juror 
s e l e c t  i o n  process,  provides 
i n c r e a s e d  c o m p e n s a t i o n  

ure Society 
f o r  state judges and c l e rks  
o f  c o u r t ,  a n d  i n c r e a s e s  
t h e  number of  judges in 
t h e  state t o  ensu re  expedi-  
t ious  processing of cases.'' 
Chauvin  said Mar t in ' s  work 
in public re la t ions  and public  
educa t ion  abou t  t h e  c o u r t s  
" i s  in t h e  f i r s t  t rad i t ion  
of t h e  Amer ican  J u d i c a t u r e  
Society." 

T o r b e r t  l a u d e d  M a r t i n  
f o r  his work wi th  t h e  S t a t e  
Legislature.  "Bob has  labored 
t o  m a k e  o u r  s y s t e m  of 
j u s t i c e  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t o o d  
by e v e r y o n e  and h e  has  
ass i s ted  g rea t ly  in c r e a t i n g  
a good working relat ionship 
b e t w e e n  t h e  judicial and  
l e g i s l a t i v e  b r a n c h e s  o f  
our state government .  When 
I b e c a m e  chief  just ice in 
1977, he  w a s  t h e  individual 
I d e p e n d e d  u p o n  in t h e  
t rans i t ion  period a f t e r  tak ing  
o f f i c e  and moving immedi-  
a t e l y  in to  t h e  changes  brought  
abou t  by t h e  cour t  moderni- 
za t ion  e f f o r t s  of 1973-75." 

Martin is the first Alabam- 
ian to  receive the Society's 
S p e c i a l  Merit  Ci ta t ion .  
Other recipients of the 
award this year were the 
Constitutional Rights Founda- 
tion of Los Angeles, Chief 
Judge Eino M. Jacobson 
of the Arizona Court of 
Appeals, and the Colorado 
Judicial Institute. 

F o u n d e d  in  1 9 1 3 ,  t h e  
Soc ie ty  is a na t ional  organiza-  
t i o n  o f  3 0 , 0 0 0  c i t i z e n s  
d e d i c a t e d  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  
t h e  adminis t ra t ion  of just ice 
through research ,  educat ional  
p r o g r a m s  a n d  publications. 

S a f e t y  C e l e b r a t e s  

5 0 t h  A n n i v e r s a r y  

T h e  A l a b a m a  J u d i c i a l  
Sys t em sa lu t e s  t h e  Depar t -  
m e n t  of Publ ic  S a f e t y  on  
t h e  occasion of i t s  50 th  
Anniversary. 

F o u n d e d  b y  G o v e r n o r  
Bibb Graves  in 1935, t h e  
d e p a r t m e n t  has  grown f r o m  
a f o r c e  of  75  highway pa t ro l  
o f f i c e r s  t o  a comprehens ive ,  
s t a t e w i d e  law e n f o r c e m e n t  
a g e n c y .  I t  n o w  e m p l o y s  
1 2 0 0 ,  including 680 state 
t r o o p e r s  ass igned t o  f i v e  
divisions. 

C o l .  B y r o n  P r e s c o t t ,  
P u b l i c  S a f e t y  D i r e c t o r ,  
s a i d  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  much 
has  changed in t h e  depa r t -  
m e n t ' s  50 years ,  i t s  m o t t o  
r e m a i n s  t h e  s a m e .  " A s  
w e  look t o  t h e  fu tu re ,  w e  
cont inue  t o  ab ide  by Publ ic  
S a f e t y ' s  m o t t o :  'Cour t e sy ,  
S e r v i c e  a n d  P r o t e c t i o n , " '  
said P resco t t .  

G a d s d e n  Group 
Honors  Dunivant 

P a t s y  Dunivant  has  been  
n a m e d  l e g a l  s e c r e t a r y  of 
t h e  yea r  by t h e  Gadsden 
Lega l  S e c r e t a r i e s  Association. 
S h e  i s  s e c r e t a r y  t o  Presiding 
C i r c u i t  J u d g e  J u l i u s  S. 
Swann,  16 t h  Judic ia l  Circui t .  

P a t s y  i s  P r e s i d e n t  of  
t h e  G a d s d e n  A s s o c i a t i o n  
a n d  se rves  on t h e  board 
of d i r ec to r s  of t h e  Alabama  
Association. 
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C l a t u s  Junkin 
C i ted  By Child 
Support Group 

C l a t u s  K. Junkin,  Presiding 
C i rcu i t  Judge  of t h e  24th  
Judic ia l  C i r cu i t ,  has  been  
named t h e  "1985-86 J u d g e  
of t h e  Year" by t h e  Alabama 
C h i l d  S u p p o r t  Association. 

M e e t i n g  i n  B i r m i n g h a m  
f o r  i t s  annual  con fe rence ,  
t h e  assoc ia t ion  c i t e d  J u d g e  
Junkin f o r  his child suppor t  
co l lec t ion  me thods  in P ickens  
County.  

F igu res  supplied by t h e  
P i c k e n s  C o u n t y  D i s t r i c t  
A t t o r n e y ' s  O f f i c e  w h i c h  
p . r o s e c u t e s  c h i l d  s u p p o r t  
cases ind ica t e  a n  inc rease  
in chi ld suppor t  co l lec t ions  
f r o m  $3,000 a month  t o  
$18,000 s ince  Ju ly  of 1984. 

Thomas Leon B e a i r d  
R e t i r e d  C i r c u i t  J u d g e  

Thomas  Leon Beaird, 14th 
Judic ia l  C i r cu i t ,  died Novem- 
b e r  3 ,  1 9 8 5 ,  in Jasper .  
H e  i s  survived by his widow, 
Mrs. Chr i s t i ne  Beaird. 

E l e c t e d  t o  t h e  c i r c u i t  
bench in 1964, Judge  Beaird 
assumed o f f i ce  in January ,  
1965, and  served  continuously 
unti l  his r e t i r e m e n t  in Sep- 
t e m b e r ,  1980. H e  w a s  t h e  
P r e s i d i n g  C i r c u i t  J u d g e  
of t h e  14th  Judic ia l  C i r cu i t  
at t h e  t i m e  of his r e t i r emen t .  

GnEmmGs--m 

Chief J u s t i c e  C .  C .  Torber t ,  Jr., h a s  announced t h e  

%! following holiday schedule: 

Christmas - December 23, 24, 25, 1985 
New Year's - January 1, 1986 

This s a m e  schedule  has  been approved by Gov. 
Wallace f o r  employees  in  t h e  Execut ive  Branch of S t a t e  
Govern m en t .  

Those c o u r t  employees  requi red  by t h e i r  adminis- 
t r a t o r s  t o  work on any of t h e s e  holidays because  of 
previously scheduled c o u r t  ca l enda r s  w i l l  be  en t i t l ed  t o  
compensa tory  l e a v e  a t  a l a t e r  d a t e .  

Disciplinary Association In-service Workshop 
Elects B e t t y  S. Blow 
T o  Board Of Directors 

Bet ty  S. Blow, Execu t ive  
S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Judic ia l  

Inquiry Commis -  
sion w a s  e l e c t e d  
a m e m b e r  o f  
t h e  B o a r d  o f  
D i r e c t o r s  of t h e  
A s s o c i a t i o n  of 
D i s c i p l i n a r y  
C o u n s e l  a t  i t s  
a n n u a l  m e e t i n g  

Conducted In Dothan 

will s e r v e  a three-year  t e r m  
on t h e  Board. 

T h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  w a s  
e s t a b l i s h e d  in  1 9 8 0  wi th  
t h e  p u r p o s e  of improving 
t h e  e f f ec t iveness  of judicial 
d i s c i p l i n a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
t o  t h e  end  t h a t  they  may 
s e r v e  t h e  goal  of public 
c o n f i d e n c e  in t h e  judicial 
inst i tut ion.  

Membersh ip  is  composed Dr. Dorothy Skeel of the Peabody _ _ 
J u d g e  B e a i r d  s e r v e d  o f  p e r s o n s  e m p l o y e d  by  College of Vanderbilt University 

as Walker  County  C i rcu i t  judicial disciplinary organiza-  conducts an in-service workshop 

S o l i c i t o r  f r o m  J a n u a r y ,  t ions  in an  execu t ive  capac i ty  on the use of law-related education 

1 9 5 9 ,  unti l  his e lec t ion  t o  o r  as lega l  counse l  f r o m  materials for Dothan City social 

t h e  c i r cu i t  bench. 50 states. studies teachers and supervisors 



= Court News - - 

circuit Court 
During FY 1985, c i r cu i t  

c o u r t  case fi l ings reached 
a n  a l l  t i m e  high of 129,664. 
T h i s  r e p r e s e n t s  a t h r e e  
p e r c e n t  increase  o r  4,257 
m o r e  f i l ings  than  in F Y  
1984. 

A r e c o r d  n u m b e r  o f  
dispositions w a s  a l so  r epor t -  
ed ,  r e f l ec t ing  a f i v e  p e r c e n t  
i nc rease  f o r  t h e  year .  This 
f i v e  p e r c e n t  i n c r e a s e  in 
d i s p o s i t i o n s  r e s u l t e d  i n  
a t h r o u g h p u t  (d i spos i t i ons  + filings) of 101 percent .  

! 
Nineteen of the state's 

I 39 circuits had throughputs 
of greater than 100 percent, 
thereby reducing their pend- 
ing caseloads. 

/ y J u r y  t r i a l s  a l so  reached 
a new high during FY 1985 - 
w i t h  3,083 jury t r i a l s  as 
compared  t o  2,950 in FY 
1984. These  addit ional  133 

Nina Poole Named 
Woman Of 'The Year 

Nina Poole,  chief deputy  
c l e r k  a n d  b o o k k e e p e r  in 
t h e  P e r r y  
C o u n t y  C i rcu i t  
C l e r k ' s  of f ice ,  
w a s  r e c e n t l y  
named Woman 
of t h e  Y e a r  by 
t h e  M a r i o n  
B u s i n e s s  
a n d  P r o f e s -  
s ional  Women's 
Club. Nina Poole 

P e r r y  C o u n t y  C i r c u i t  
' @ c l e r k  Mary Auburt in pre-  

s en ted  t h e  award  t o  Ms. 
Poole  on behalf of t h e  BPW. 
C i rcu i t  J u d g e  Anne F a r r e l l  
McKelvey w a s  t h e  f e a t u r e d  
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Cases Reach 
jury t r i a l s  r ep resen t  a f ive  
p e r c e n t  i nc rease  ove r  l a s t  
year .  

D u e  t o  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  
w o r k l o a d  i n  t h e  c i r c u i t  
c o u r t ,  t h e  leg is la ture  c r e a t e d  
nine new judgeships, which 
b e c a m e  e f f e c t i v e  Oc tobe r  
1 ,  1984.  While t h e  nine 
new c i r cu i t  judges represent -  
e d  a n  e igh t  p e r c e n t  i nc rease  
in judgeships, t h e  case fi l ings 
i n c r e a s e  of t h r e e  p e r c e n t  
o f f se t ,  in p a r t ,  t h e  reduct ion  
in case fi l ings pe r  judge. 

All Time High 
f r o m  FY 1984 t o  F Y  1985. 

District court case filings 
increased by 10,208 cases 
or two percent. The only 
jur i sd ic t ions  o f  d i s t r i c t  
c o u r t  p o s t i n g  i n c r e a s e s  
were small claims and juve- 
nile. 

Smal l  c l a ims  and juvenile 
f i l ings increased  by 23  per-  
c e n t  and 12 pe rcen t ,  respec-  
t ively.  The  la rge  inc rease  
i n  s m a l l  c l a i m s  i s  due ,  
in p a r t ,  t o  t h e  jurisdiction 
b e i n g  r a i s e d  f r o m  $ 5 0 0  

In FY 1984, t h e  s t a t e w i d e  t o  $-1,000. The  12 p e r c e n t  

a v e r a g e  case f i l i n g s  pe r  increase  in juvenile filings 

j u d g e  w a s  1 , 1 0 0  cases, w a s  t h e  l a r g e s t  i nc rease  

while  in FY 1985, t h e  aver -  in a single y e a r  s ince  1978. 

a g e  d r o p p e d  by only 46 Juveni le  f i l ings in d i s t r i c t  

cases pe r  judge t o  1,054. c o u r t  have  posted consecu t ive  
increases  s ince  1977. 

While c i r cu i t  c o u r t  w a s  E i g h t e e n  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t s  
s e t t i ng  a l l  t i m e  highs, d i s t r i c t  had be t t e r  t han  100 p e r c e n t  
c o u r t  cases a lso  increased  t h r o u g h p u t  i n  F Y  1985.  

Clerks,  Registers Meet  

s p e a k e r  a t  t h e  b a n q u e t  
meeting.  

Ms. Poole  is a past-pres-  
ident  of t h e  Marion BPW 
a n d  c u r r e n t l y  s e r v e s  as 
t h e  group ' s  v ice  president .  
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