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Steagall Becomes 
Associate Justice 

H e n r y  B. S t e a g a l l ,  11, 
of Oza rk  assumed t h e  posi- 
t i o n  of Assoc ia t e  J u s t i c e  
of t h e  A l a b a m a  Supreme  
C o u r t  May I.  

J u s t i c e  S t e a g a l l  h a s  
m o s t  r e c e n t l y  s e r v e d  as 
F i n a n c e  Direc-  
t o r  f o r  t h e  
s t a t e .  H e  w a s  
a p p o i n t e d  t o  
t h a t  pos i t ion  
b y  G o v e r n o r  
W a l l a c e  i n  
1 9 8 3 .  H e  
served  as Gov- 
e r n o r  W a l -  
l a c e ' s  execu-  

Steagall 

t i ve  s e c r e t a r y  f r o m  1975-79. 

J u s t i c e  S t e a g a l l  w a s  
a p p o i n t e d  on Apri l  3 t o  
f i l l  t h e  p o s i t i o n  v a c a t e d  
when J u s t i c e  J a m e s  Faulkner  
re t i red .  H e  i s  a g r a d u a t e  
of A u b u r n  Universi ty and 
t h e  Universi ty of Alabama 
School  of Law. H e  began 
t h e  p r a c t i c e  of law in Oza rk  
in 1951. H e  served  in naval  
o p e r a t i o n s  in t h e  P a c i f i c  
f o r  t h r e e  yea r s  during World 
War 11. 

T h e  n e w  j u s t i c e  w a s  
a m e m b e r  of t h e  s t a t e  
H o u s e  of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
f r o m  1954-70; i s  a member  
of t h e  s t a t e  and  Dale  County  
D e m o c r a t i c  Execut ive  Com-  
mi t t ee s ;  i s  a m e m b e r  of 

t F i r s t  Uni ted  Methodist  
Church ,  Ozark;  and  a member  
of t h e  Oza rk  R o t a r y  Club. 

1986-87 Budget Reductions 
Severely Impact Trial Courts 

A 4.7 pe rcen t  d e c r e a s e  in t ions  t o  gene ra l  fund agenc ie s  
t r i a l  c o u r t  appropr ia t ions  f o r  of $26.9 million. The  t r i a l  
t h e  1 9 8 6 - 8 7  f i s c a l  y e a r  c o u r t  budget  rece ived  $3.3 
will  have  a d e t r i m e n t a l  i m p a c t  million of t h e s e  condi t ional  
on t h e  del ivery of judicial funds. Condit ional  appropria-  
serv ices  in A labama  according  t ions c a n  only b e  re leased  
t o  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Di rec to r  by t h e  governor if funds 
of C o u r t s  Allen L. Tapley. 

The  Leg i s l a tu re  comple t ed  
i t s  1 9 8 6  r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n  
o n  Apr i l  28 by adopt ing  
a $589 .5  m i l l i o n  g e n e r a l  
fund budget  which is  $20.6 
million below c u r r e n t  g e n e r a l  
fund appropr ia t ions  of $6 10.1 
mi l l i on .  T h e  reduct ion  in 
t h e  t r i a l  c o u r t  budget  t o t a l ed  

b e c o m e  available.  

"I am grateful for the 
indiv idual  and c o l l e c t i v e  
e f f o r t s  of  judges, clerks 
of court, and other judicial 
o f f i c i a l s  and e m p l o y e e s  
who assisted in our attempt 
t o  obtain adequate funding 
f o r  t h e  courts," Tapley 
said. - 

$2.6 million. 
"I w a n t  t o  par t icu lar ly  

In t h e  f ina l  budget  docu- thank Sena to r  S t e v e  Cooley of 
m e n t ,  t h e  Leg i s l a tu re  ap-  Cul lman who w a s  ,successful  
proved condit ional  appropria-  (See Budget, page 2) 

Legislature Creates Authority To 
Construct New Judicial Building 

The  Legis la ture ,  on t h e  
f ina l  day  of t h e  1986 regular  
session, passed S e n a t e  Bill 
373 which c r e a t e s  a Judic ia l  
Building Author i ty  and  author-  
i z e s  t h e  i s s u a n c e  of up 
t o  $40 million in r evenue  
bonds t o  cons t ruc t  a new 
j u d i c i a l  b u i l d i n g  f o r  t h e  
s t a t e .  

G o v e r n o r ,  t h e  Speake r  of 
t h e  House of Representa t ives ,  
and  t h e  S t a t e  F inance  Direc-  
t o r .  T h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  w a s  
s p o n s o r e d  in  t h e  S e n a t e  
by Sena to r  Ryan deGra f fen -  
r i e d  a n d  handled  in t h e  
H o u s e  by  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
T o m  C o b u r n  a n d  J i m m y  
Clark .  

T h e  A u t h o r i t y  c o n s i s t s  Ea r l i e r ,  t h e  Montgomery 
of t h e  Governor,  t h e  Chief  C i t y  Council  voted  t o  pur- 
J u s t i c e ,  t h e  L i e u t e n a n t  (See Building, page 7) 
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Our Kind 
Of Judge 

Deer are plentiful in Chambers 
County, Alabama. So plentiful in fact 
that the limit is one per day, every day 
of the season. There is little excuse for 
anyone to poach, for the season is 
almost three months long. We suppose 
i f  you  anted to, you could put 90 deer 
auay in your freezer. 

So i t  did a little more than rpise 
the ire of one of the Chambers Codnty 
landowners when he heard shots wjere 
fired on a part of his land. He had bad 

recognized one of the occupants. ure 
enough when he got back to his I f nd. 
there laid a dead doe deer. He called 
the local warden, Bill Smith, who came 
out and investigated. Sure they would 
come back, Smith set up a survcillancc 
on the carcass. After dark a truck came 
down the road and two people got out 
and the truck left .  Sounds of 
butchering could bc heard and then the 
[ruck canie bach and the two carried 
comething back out to the truck and 
began to leave. Smith followed the 
truck and when he tried to stop it, they 
sped off. He gave chase and in a short 
time the driver lost control and ended 
up in the ditch. Two men exited the 
truck and ran. Smith took up the chase 
and when one got caught momentarily 
in a fence, he was able to identify him. 

When Smith went back to the 
truck, he not only found four quarters 
of the deer, but inside the truck was the 
wife and three children of one of the 
culprits. The woman was crying hyster: 
ically. Apparently she was driving the 
truck for the men and was the one who 
lost control. Smith could not believe 
the man had not only endangered his 

family this way, but had run off and 
left then1 all alone when the truck 
crashed. 

The whole story was pieced out 
and both poachers identified and 
arrested. Neither were strangers to the 
wardens. One had been arrested 
prcviously for seven violations and the 
other had been arrested twice. 

Possibly due to the heavy popula- 
tion of deer, poaching fines have not 
been large in the area. The two 
probably expected to get off light 
again. 

But what they hadn't counted on 
was a hearing before District Judge 
Joel Holley of LaFayette, Alabama. 
Now, Judge Holley likes hunting and 
does not like poaching. He had become 
very tired of the trespassers who abuse 
landowners property and kil l  over the 
limit and out of season. He had even 
authored an article in the paper, urging 
ethical hunting practices. He was not 
pleased to see the two poachers before 
him and, like the warden, was incensed 
that they had allowed the wife and 
children to be involved. 

Considering all of this. and their 
past records as well, the Judge handed 
down what has to be a landmark 
punishment on a hunting and fishing 
case in Alabama and, for that matter, 
in a lot of states and provinces. He 
fined each a total of $1,400 and put 
each in jail for 120 days and revoked 
the hunting license of one for 3 years 
and the other for five years. The two 
appealed at first, but then dropped the 
appeal and accepted the sentence. 

From now on we would expect 
that when Judge Holley appeals for 
ethical hunting, the response will be 
much better. It's too bad we can't 
clone Judge Holley. About evcry 
warden in  the U.S. and Canada would 
love to have him in thcir co~~rtroonis! 
Our hats off 1.0 a fine Judge and 
gentleman! 

(Reprinted from the  1986 winter  edit ion 
of The International Game Warden) 
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May 17 -- League  Confer -  
e n c e  f o r  municipal  c o u r t  
judges - Mobile 

Alabama Judicial College 
Continuing Education 

Programs 
May - September, 1986 

June 9 - 12 -- DUI Instruc-  
t o r  Ce r t i f i ca t ion  - Tusca- 
loosa 

June 20 - 22 -- Annual 
C o n f e r e n c e  f o r  c l e r k s  
and  regis te rs  - Gulf Shores  

June 25 - 27 -- Annual 
C o n f e r e n c e  f o r  j u v e n i l e  
c o u r t  judges - Montgomery 

- 

July 10 - 11 -- Annual 
C o n f e r e n c e  f o r  j u d i c i a l  
s e c r e t a r i e s  - Guntersv i l le  

July 23 - 24 -- Annual 
C o n f e r e n c e  f o r  c i r c u i t  
and d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  judges - 
Gulf Shores  

August 7 - 8 -- DUI In- 
S e r v i c e  T r a i n i n g  - M o n t -  
gomery  

September 4 - 6 -- Appel- 
l a t e  J u d g e s  Confe rence  - 
Gulf Shores  

WClliam A. Thompson 
Je f f e r son  County  C i rcu i t  

Judge  William A. Thompson 
died March 27, 1986, a t  
t h e  a g e  of 58. 

J u d g e  T h o m p s o n  
appoin ted  t o  t h e  10th  
C i rcu i t  bench  by 
George  C.  Wallace ? v ~ $ :  
1974, t o  f i l l  t h e  unexpired 
t e r m  of J u d g e  R o b e r t  C. 
G i l e s .  P r i o r  t o  assuming 
t h e  bench,  h e  had se rved  
1 3  y e a r s  as Ass is tan t  C i ty  
A t t o r n e y  i n  ~ i r m i n ~ h a m . - e  

Judge  'Thompson is  sur-" 
v i v e d  by his w i f e  J o y c e  
and t w o  sons. 
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&ow To Change Your Beneficiary 
A n y  c h a n g e s  i n  y o u r  

fami ly  s t a t u s  such as divorce,  
m a r r i a g e ,  bir th,  o r  dea th  
may requi re  a change  in 
t h e  designation of beneficiary 
f o r  a c t i v e  m e m b e r s  of 
t h e  Employees '  R e t i r e m e n t  
System. Beneficiary designa- 
t ions may b e  changed by 
comple t ing  a Member Informa- 
t ion Record  (RS F o r m  100). 

To change  t h e  designation 
of  b e n e f i c i a r y ,  c o m p l e t e  
i t e m s  1 thru  8 on t h e  f ron t  

s ide of t h e  Member Informa- 
t i o n  R e c o r d  a n d  p rov ide  
t h e  r e q u i r e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  
on t h e  r eve r se  side. A f t e r  
comple t ing  t h e  fo rm,  have  
y o u r  s i g n a t u r e  n o t a r i z e d  
b e f o r e  a N o t a r y  P u b l i c  
and send t h e  f o r m  t o  t h e  
A O C  P e r s o n n e l  Div i s ion .  

If you have  any quest ions 
concerning beneficiary desig- 
n a t i o n s  or  need a fo rm,  
c a l l  t h e  Personnel  Division, 
1-800-392-8077,  E x t .  226 
o r  256. 

- - - - - - 

Building 
(Continued from Page 1)  

c h a s e  a block of downtown 
proper ty  across  t h e  s t r e e t  
f r o m  t h e  p r e s e n t  judicial 
b u i l d i n g  and  d o n a t e  t h e  
and t o  t h e  s t a t e  f o r  con- 
t ruc t ion  of a new building. 

C h i e f  J u s t i c e  T o r b e r t  
e x p r e s s e d  h i s  g r a t i t u d e  
for  a l l  who assisted in pas- 
s a g e  of t h e  building author i ty  
l e g i s l a t i o n .  " I t  a p p e a r s  
w e  may b e  ab le  t o  proceed 
s o o n  w i t h  f i n a l  p lanning 
for  t h e  building and hopefully 
have  a new faci l i ty cons t ruc t -  
e d  by 1990," Torber t  said. 

A t t e m p t s  t o  e n a c t  legisla- 
t ion t o  c r e a t e  a Judicial  
B u i l d i n g  A u t h o r i t y  d a t e  
back twen ty  years.  Legisla- 
t ion passed t h e  House in 
1 9 7 3  b u t  f a i l e d  t o  pass 

Retired Judge Sits On 
Other Side Of Bench 

R e t i r e d  C i r c u i t  J u d g e  
E r i s  P a u l  f o u n d  h i m s e l f  
on t h e  o t h e r  s ide of t h e  
bench on April 7 when h e  
w a s  se l ec t ed  t o  se rve  as 
a juror t o  hea r  a murder  
case in Elba. 

Judge  Pau l  was  e l ec t ed  
t o  t h e  bench in t h e  12th  
Judic ia l  Ci rcui t  on November 
4, 1952. H e  served as a 
c i r c u i t  j u d g e  in C o f f e e  
County  until  his r e t i r e m e n t  
on J u l y  31, 1976. 

Amon Y. Pinkerton 
Mr. Amon Y. Pinkerton,  

f o r m e r  ba i l i f f  t o  C i rcu i t  
Judge  J a c k  C. Riley, 32nd 
J u d i c i a l  C i r c u i t ,  died on 
March 2, 1986. 

t h e  Senate .  Mr. Pinkerton,  who was  

In 1984, t h e  Legis la ture  
adopted a resolution c rea t ing  
a j o i n t  leg is la ture- judic ia l  
c o m m i t t e e  t o  s t u d y  t h e  
n e e d  f o r  a n e w  judicial 

T h a t  c o m m i t t e e  
@,":,":,"ended t h a t  a new 

f a c i l i t v  b e  c o n s t r u c t e d  

82  yea r s  old at t h e  t i m e  
of his dea th ,  w a s  a n  a c t i v e  
b a i l i f f  in C u l l m a n  l ~ n t i l  
his  resignation on February  
14, 1986. H e  had served 
t h e  c o u r t  s ince  1972. 

T h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  c rea t ing  
t h e  author i tv  initiallv passed 

in i t s  repor t  t o  t h e  Legisla- t h e  S e n a t e  - 18-3. The'  f inal  
t u r e  in 1985. vo te  in t h e  House was  69-23. 

Page 7 

Area Judges/DUI 
Directors Honor 
Emmett N. Roden 

Ret i r ed  F lo rence  Municipal 
J u d g e  E m m e t t  N. Roden 
w a s  r e c e n t l y  honored  by 
a r e a  judges and t h e  North-  
w e s t  Council  of Local  Gov- 
e r n m e n t s '  D U I  p r o g r a m  
a t  a s u r p r i s e  l u n c h e o n .  
Roden had served for  more  
than  12 yea r s  a s  municipal 
judge fo r  t h e  F lo rence  Munici- 
pal Cour t  and was  a strong 
advoca te  of t h e  DUI program 
and rehabil i tat ion.  

F rank l in  County Dis t r ic t  
Judge  J o e  Gilliland presented  
Roden wi th  a plaque, and 
A n g e l o  T r i m b l e ,  D i r e c t o r  
of Municipal Cour t  Opera-  
t ions f o r  t h e  Administrat ive 
Off i c e  of Courts ,  presented  
him wi th  a l e t t e r  of apprec ia-  
t i o n  f r o m  C h i e f  J u s t i c e  
C. C. Torber t ,  J r .  

Judge Roden with (1) Judge Gilliland 
and (r) Curtis Mulligan, Northwest 
Alabama DUI Program Director. 

T w o  f o r m e r  d e f e n d a n t s  
a l s o  expressed apprec ia t ion  
t o  J u d g e  Roden f o r  t h e  
v e r y  s t r o n g  m o t i v a t i o n  
t h e y  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  h i m  
t o  recognize the i r  drinking 
problem and t o  stop drinking. 

During his t e r m  in of f ice ,  
J u d g e  R o d e n  s e r v e d  a s  
p res iden t  of t h e  Alabama 
Municipal Judges  Association 
and w a s  a member  of t h e  
Governor ' s  Task F o r c e  on 
Drunk Driving. 
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6 It Hurts Less When You Laugh @ a 
If you c a n ' t  s e e  t h e  humor 

in l i fe 's  l i t t l e  se tbacks ,  you're  
probably tak ing  yourself t o o  
seriously. 

No o n e  is immune t o  it. 
Lawrence  Mintz,  Ph.D., pro- 
fessor  of Amer i can  s tudies  at 
t h e  Universi ty of Maryland has  
a mir ror  o n  his o f f i ce  wall. 
U n d e r n e a t h  t h e r e ' s  a l i t t l e  
sign t h a t  says,  "This person is 
not  t o  b e  t a k e n  too  seriously." 

"Humor," s ays  Dr. M i n t i ,  
"is a way w e  c o p e  wi th  living 
in a n  imper fec t  world wi th  our  
i m p e r f e c t  s e l v e s .  When w e  
c a n ' t  win, t h e  bes t  thing t o  d o  
is laugh a little." 

Being ab le  to laugh at your- 
self means  t h a t  you have  a 
good kind of se l f -es teem and 
t h a t  you c a n  f e e l  O.K. abou t  
y o u r s e l f  w i t h o u t  d e l u d i n g  
y o u r s e l f  t h a t  you  have  no  
faul ts .  

U l t ima te ly ,  humor  is  eco-  
nomical .  Someone  wi th  a good 
sense  of i t  doesn ' t  w a s t e  en-  
e rgy  pre tending  t o  b e  p e r f e c t  
o r  hiding the i r  feelings. A 
sense  of humor  m e a n s  you c a n  
roll w i th  t h e  punches and b e  
product ive  at t h e  s a m e  t ime.  

F r o m  Dr. J o e l  Goodman,  di- 
r e c t o r  of t h e  Humor  P r o j e c t  
at S a g a m o r e  Ins t i t u t e  in Sara-  
t oga  Springs, New York,  c o m e  
t h e s e  six p ieces  of adv ice  on 
how t o  put  m o r e  l ightness  in 
your l i fe ,  how t o  use  humor to 
c o p e  w i t h  problems and b e  
m o r e  product ive  in our  lives. 

1 .  S e l e c t  a h u m o r o u s  
saying t o  think abou t  when  
y o u  a r e  disappointed. F o r  
example ,  "When l i fe  hands 
m e  lemons,  I'll m a k e  lemon- 
ade." I t  helps you r ecove r  
f r o m  smal l  setbacks.  

2. U s e  a signal  ( l ike play- 

ful ly put t ing  your t h u m b  t o  
your chin and wiggling your 
f ingers)  t o  u s e  when you f e e l  a 
f a m i l y  c o n f l i c t  b r e w i n g .  I t  
helps b reak  tension. 

3. P u t  s o m e  humor in to  
your job. Like  t h e  plumber 
whose t ruck  has  a sign saying, 
"A flush b e a t s  a ful l  house." 

4. R e m e m b e r  t h a t  humor 
w o r k s  b e t t e r  t h a n  anger.  
If someone ' s  l a t e  mee t ing  
y o u ,  s a y  s o m e t h i n g  like, 
"I'm glad you ' re  no t  running 
a n  a m b u l a n c e  s e r v i c e , "  
ins tead  of shouting. 

5. R e m e m b e r  t h a t  f e w  
things a r e  s ac red  o r  absolu te ,  
and  t h a t  ne i ther  you nor 
anyone  e l s e  knows al l  t h e  
answers.  

6. P ick  f r iends  who  a r e n ' t  
a f r a i d  t o  laugh, e v e n  a< 
you. 
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Steagall Becomes 
Associate Justice 

H e n r y  B. S t e a g a l l ,  11, 
of Oza rk  assumed t h e  posi- 
t i o n  of A s s o c i a t e  J u s t i c e  
of t h e  A l a b a m a  S u p r e m e  
C o u r t  May 1. 

J u s t i c e  S t e a g a l l  h a s  
m o s t  r e c e n t l y  s e r v e d  as 
F i n a n c e  Direc-  
t o r  f o r  t h e  
state. H e  w a s  
a p p o i n t e d  t o  
t h a t  pos i t i on  
b y  G o v e r n o r  
W a l l a c e  i n  
1 9 8 3 .  H e  
served  as Gov- 
e r n o r  W a l -  
l a c e ' s  execu -  

Steagall 

t i ve  s e c r e t a r y  f r o m  1975-79. 

J u s t i c e  S t e a g a l l  w a s  
a p p o i n t e d  o n  April 3 t o  
f i l l  t h e  p o s i t i o n  vaca t ed  
when J u s t i c e  J a m e s  Faulkner  
re t i red .  H e  i s  a g r a d u a t e  
of A u b u r n  Universi ty and 
t h e  Universi ty of A labama  
School of Law. H e  began  
t h e  p r a c t i c e  of law in O z a r k  
in 1951. H e  se rved  in naval  
o p e r a t i o n s  in t h e  P a c i f i c  
f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s  during World 
War 11. 

T h e  n e w  j u s t i c e  w a s  
a m e m b e r  of  t h e  state 
H o u s e  of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
f r o m  1954-70; is  a m e m b e r  
of t h e  state and  Da le  Coun ty  
D e m o c r a t i c  Execu t ive  C o m -  

B mi t t ee s ;  is  a m e m b e r  of 
the F i r s t  Uni ted  Methodist  
Church ,  Ozark ;  and a m e m b e r  
of t h e  Oza rk  Ro ta ry  Club. 

1986-87 Budget Reductions 
Severely Impact Trial Courts 

A 4.7 p e r c e n t  d e c r e a s e  in t ions  t o  g e n e r a l  fund agenc i e s  
t r i a l  c o u r t  appropr ia t ions  f o r  of $26.9 million. T h e  t r i a l  
t h e  1 9 8 6 - 8 7  f i s c a l  y e a r  c o u r t  budget  rece ived  $3.3 
will  have  a d e t r i m e n t a l  i m p a c t  million of t h e s e  condi t iona l  
on t h e  de l ivery  of judicial funds. Condi t iona l  appropria-  
s e rv i ce s  in A labama  accord ing  t ions  c a n  only b e  re leased  
t o  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  D i r ec to r  by t h e  governor  if funds  
of C o u r t s  Allen L. Tapley.  

T h e  Leg i s l a tu re  comple t ed  
i t s  1 9 8 6  r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n  
o n  Apr i l  28  by adopt ing  
a $589 .5  m i l l i o n  g e n e r a l  
fund budget  which is  $20.6 
million below c u r r e n t  g e n e r a l  
fund appropr ia t ions  of $6 10.1 
mi l l i on .  T h e  reduct ion  in 
t h e  t r i a l  c o u r t  budget  t o t a l ed  

bkcome  avai lable.  

"I am grateful for the 
indiv idual  and c o l l e c t i v e  
e f f o r t s  of judges, clerks 
of court, and other judicial 
o f f i c i a l s  and  e m p l a y e e s  
who assisted in our attempt 
t o  obtain adequate funding 
f o r  t h e  courts,'' Tapley 
said. - 

$2.6 million. 
"I w a n t  t o  par t icu lar ly  

In t h e  f i na l  budget  docu- thank  S e n a t o r  S t e v e  Cooley of 
m e n t ,  t h e  Leg i s l a tu re  ap-  Cu l lman  who  w a s  c successful 
proved condi t iona l  appropria-  (See Budget, page 2) 

Legislature Creates Authority To 
Construct New Judicial Building 

The  Legis la ture ,  on  t h e  
f i na l  day  of t h e  1986 regular  
session,  passed S e n a t e  Bill 
373  which c r e a t e s  a Judic ia l  
Building Author i ty  and  au tho r -  
i z e s  t h e  i s s u a n c e  of up 
t o  $40 million in r evenue  
bonds t o  c o n s t r u c t  a new 
j u d i c i a l  b u i l d i n g  f o r  t h e  
state. 

G o v e r n o r ,  t h e  Speaker  of 
t h e  House  of Represen ta t i ves ,  
and  t h e  S t a t e  F inance  Direc-  
t o r .  T h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  w a s  
s p o n s o r e d  i n  t h e  S e n a t e  
by S e n a t o r  Ryan  deGra f f en -  
r i e d  a n d  hand led  in t h e  
H o u s e  by R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
T o m  C o b u r n  a n d  J i m m y  
Clark .  

T h e  A u t h o r i t y  c o n s i s t s  Ea r l i e r ,  t h e  Montgomery 
of t h e  Governor ,  t h e  Chief  C i t y  Counci l  vo ted  t o  pur- 
J u s t i c e ,  t h e  L i e u t e n a n t  (See Building, page 7) 
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Our Kind 
Of Judge 

Deer are plentiful in Chambers 
County, Alabama. So plentiful in fact 
that the limit is one per day, every day 
of  the season. There is little excuse for 
anyone to poach, for the season is 
almost three months long. We suppose 
i f  you wanted to, you could put 90 deer 
a\vay in your freezer. 

So i t  did a little more than raise 
the ire of one of the Chambers County 
landowners when he heard shots were 
fired on a part of his land. He had had 
thc bad experience of getting a cow 
killed the previous year. Another 
farmer in the county had a poacher cut 
his fence in one place, drive in with a 
four wheel drive vehicle and poach, 
and then drive back out in a different 
direction, cutting the fence again to get 
out. Trespassing poachers were getting 
to be a problem and as the landowner 
went back the dirt road to the farm, he 
saw a pickup coming out and 
recognized one of the occupants. Sure 
enough when he got back to his land, 
there laid a dead doe deer. He called 
the local ivnrdcn, Bill Sniith, who came 
out and investigated. Sure they would 
come back. Sniith set up a surveillance 
on the carcass. After dark a truck came 
do\vn the road and two people got out 
and the truck lef t .  Sounds of 
bufchering could bc hcard and then the 
truck came back and thc two carried 
something back out to the truck and 
began to leave. Smith followed the 
truck and when he tried to stop it, they 
sped off. He gave chase and in a short 
time the driver lost control and ended 
up in the ditch. Two men exited the 
truck and ran. Smith took up the chase 
and when one got caught momentarily 
in a fence, he was able to identify him. 

When Smith went back to the 
truck, he not only found four quarters 
of the deer, but inside the truck was the 
wife and three children of one of the 
culprits. The woman was crying hyster: 
ically. Apparently she was driving the 
truck for the men and was the one who 
lost control. Smith could not believe 
the man had not only endangered his 

family this way, but had run off and 
left them all alone when the truck 
crashed. 

The whole story was pieced out 
and both poachers identified and 
arrested. Neither were strangers to the 
wardens. One had been arrested 
previously for seven violations and the 
othcr had been arrested twice. 

Possibly due to the heavy popula- 
tion of deer, poaching fines have not 
been large in the area. The two 
probably expected to get off light 
again. 

But what they hadn't countedson 
was a hearing before District Judge 
Joel Holley of LaFayette. Alabama. 
Now, Judge Holley likes hunting and 
does not like poaching. He had become 
very tired of  the trespassers who abuse 
landowners property and kill over the 
limit and out of season. He had even 
authored an article in the paper, urging 
ethical hunting practices. He was not 
pleased to see the two poachers before 
him and, like the warden, was incensed 
that they had allowed the wife and 
children to be involved. 

Considering all of this and their 
past records as well, the Judge handed 
down what has to be a landmark 
punishment on a hunting and fishing 
case in Alabama and, for that matter, 
in a lot of states and provinces. He 
fined each a total of $1,400 and put 
each in jail for 120 days and revoked 
the hunting license of one for 3 years 
and the other for five years. The two 
appealed at first, but then dropped the 
appeal and accepted the sentence. 

From now on we would expect 
that when Judge Hollcy appeals for 
ethical hunting, the responsc will be 
much better. It's too bad we can't 
clone Judge Holley. About evcry 
wardcil in the U.S. and Canada would 
love to havc him in thcir courtroonls! 
Our hats off 1.0 a fine Judge and 
gentleman! 

(Repr in ted  f r o m  t h e  1986 win te r  edi t ion 
of The International Game Warden) 
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( Alabama Judicial College 1 - -  

Continuing  ducati ion- 
Programs 

May - September, 1986 

May 1 7  -- League  Confe r -  
e n c e  f o r  municipal c o u r t  
judges - Mobile 

June 9 - 1 2  -- DL11 Instruc-  
t o r  Ce r t i f i ca t ion  - Tusca-  
loosa 

June 2 0  - 2 2  -- Annual 
C o n f e r e n c e  f o r  c l e r k s  
and r eg i s t e r s  - Gulf Shores  

June 2 5  - 2 7  -- Annual 
C o n f e r e n c e  f o r  j u v e n i l e  
c o u r t  judges - Montgomery 

July 10 - 11 -- Annual  
C o n f e r e n c e  f o r  j u d i c i a l  
s e c r e t a r i e s  - Guntersv i l le  

I July 2 3  - 24 -- Annual 
C o n f e r e n c e  f o r  c i r c u i t  I 

I and d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  judges - 
Gulf Shores  

August 7 - 8 -- DUI In- 
S e r v i c e  T r a i n i n g  - M o n t -  
gomery  

September 4 - 6 -- Appel- 
l a t e  J u d g e s  Confe rence  - 
Gulf Shores  

William A. Thompson 
J e f f e r s o n  County  C i rcu i t  

J u d g e  William A. Thompson 
died March 27, 1986, at 
t h e  a g e  of 58. 

J u d g e  T h o m p s o n  w a s  
appoin ted  t o  t h e  10th  Judic ia l  
C i r cu i t  bench by Governor 
George  C.  Wallace in May, 
1974, t o  f i l l  t h e  unexpired 
t e r m  of J u d g e  R o b e r t  C.  
G i l e s .  P r i o r  t o  assuming 
t h e  bench,  h e  had served  
1 3  y e a r s  as Ass is tan t  C i t y  
A t t o r n e y  i n  ~ i r m i n ~ h a m . .  

J u d g e  Thompson is  sur--' 
v i v e d  by his w i fe  J o y c e  
and t w o  sons. 
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h o w  To Change Your Beneficiary 
A n y  c h a n g e s  i n  y o u r  

fami ly  s t a t u s  such a s  d ivorce ,  
m a r r i a g e ,  b i r th ,  o r  d e a t h  
may r equ i r e  a c h a n g e  in 
t h e  designation of benef ic ia ry  
f o r  a c t i v e  m e m b e r s  of  
t h e  Employees '  R e t i r e m e n t  
Sys tem.  Beneficiary designa- 
t ions  may b e  changed by 
comple t ing  a Member Informa- 
tion Record  (RS F o r m  100). 

To c h a n g e  t h e  designation 
o f  b e n e f i c i a r y ,  c o m p l e t e  
i t e m s  I t h r u  8 on  t h e  f r o n t  

s ide  of t h e  Member Informa- 
t i o n  R e c o r d  a n d  p r o v i d e  
t h e  r e q u i r e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  
on t h e  r eve r se  side. A f t e r  
comple t ing  t h e  fo rm,  have  
y o u r  s i g n a t u r e  n o t a r i z e d  
b e f o r e  a N o t a r y  P u b l i c  
and send t h e  f o r m  t o  t h e  
A O C  P e r s o n n e l  D iv i s ion .  

If you have  any ques t ions  
concerning  benef ic ia ry  desig- 
n a t i o n s  o r  need  a fo rm,  
ca l l  t h e  Personnel  Division, 
1 -800-392-8077 ,  E x t .  226  
o r  256. 

Building 
(Continued from Page 1) 

c h a s e  a block of downtown 
proper ty  ac ros s  t h e  s t r e e t  
f r o m  t h e  p r e s e n t  judicial 
b u i l d i n g  a n d  d o n a t e  t h e  

- a n d  t o  t h e  s t a t e  f o r  con- @ truc t ion  of a new building. 
C h i e f  J u s t i c e  T o r b e r t  

e x p r e s s e d  h i s  g r a t i t u d e  
f o r  a l l  who ass is ted  in pas- 
s a g e  of t h e  building author i ty  
l e g i s l a t i o n .  " I t  a p p e a r s  
w e  may b e  a b l e  t o  proceed  
s o o n  w i t h  f i n a l  p l ann ing  
f o r  t h e  building and hopefully 
have  a new fac i l i ty  cons t ruc t -  
e d  by 1990," Torbe r t  said. 

A t t e m p t s  t o  e n a c t  legisla- 
t ion t o  c r e a t e  a Judic ia l  
B u i l d i n g  A u t h o r i t y  d a t e  
back twen ty  years .  Legisla- 
t ion passed t h e  House in 
1 9 7 3  b u t  f a i l e d  t o  pass 

Retired Judge Sits On 
Other Side Of Bench 

R e t i r e d  C i r c u i t  J u d g e  
E r i s  P a u l  f o u n d  h i m s e l f  
on t h e  o t h e r  s ide  of t h e  
bench on April 7 when h e  
w a s  se l ec t ed  t o  s e r v e  a s  
a juror t o  hea r  a murder  
c a s e  in Elba. 

J u d g e  Pau l  w a s  e l e c t e d  
t o  t h e  bench in t h e  12th  
Judic ia l  C i r cu i t  on November  
4, 1952. H e  served a s  a 
c i r c u i t  j u d g e  in  C o f f e e  
County  unti l  his r e t i r e m e n t  
o n ' J u l y  31, 1976. 

Amon Y. Pinkerton 
Mr. Amon Y. P inker ton ,  

f o r m e r  ba i l i f f  t o  C i rcu i t  
Judge  J a c k  C. Riley,  32nd 
J u d i c i a l  C i r c u i t ,  died on  
March 2, 1986. 

t h e  Senate .  Mr. P inker ton ,  who w a s  
82  y e a r s  old a t  t h e  t i m e  

In 1984, the Legis1ature of his death,  w a s  a n  act ive 
adopted  a resolut ion c r e a t i n g  a i  i n  C u l l m a n  u n t i l  
a j o i n t  l eg i s l a tu re - jud ic i a l  his resignat ion on  February  c o m m i t t e e  t o  s t u d y  t h e  14, 1986. H e  had served  

I n e e d  f o r  a n e w  judicial the court since 1972. 
T h a t  c o m m i t t e e  

e c o m m e n d e d  t h a t  a new T h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  c r e a t i n g  
b e  c o n s t r u c t e d  t h e  au tho r i ty  initially passed 

/ in i t s  r epo r t  t o  t h e  Legisla- t h e  S e n a t e  18-3. The  f ina l  

I t u r e  in 1985. v o t e  in t h e  House  w a s  69-23. 

Area Judges/DUI 
Directors Honor 
Emmett N. Roden 

Ret i r ed  F lo rence  Municipal 
J u d g e  E m m e t t  N. Roden 
w a s  r e c e n t l y  honored  by 
a r e a  judges and  t h e  North-  
w e s t  Council  of Loca l  Gov- 
e r n m e n t s '  D U I  p r o g r a m  
a t  a s u r p r i s e  l u n c h e o n .  
Roden had served  fo r  more  
than  12 y e a r s  as municipal  
judge f o r  t h e  F lo rence  Munici- 
pa l  C o u r t  and  w a s  a s t rong 
a d v o c a t e  of t h e  DUI program 
and rehabil i tat ion.  

F r a n k l i n  County  Di s t r i c t  
Judge  J o e  Gilliland p re sen ted  
Roden wi th  a plaque,  and 
A n g e l o  T r i m b l e ,  D i r e c t o r  
of Municipal C o u r t  Opera-  
t ions  f o r  t h e  Adminis t ra t ive  
O f f i c e  of Cour ts ,  p re sen ted  
him wi th  a l e t t e r  of apprec ia-  
t i o n  f r o m  C h i e f  J u s t i c e  
C. C. Torber t ,  J r .  

Judge Roden with (I) Judge Gilliland 
and (r) Curtis Mulligan, Northwest 
Alabama DUI Program Director. 

T w o  f o r m e r  d e f e n d a n t s  
a l s o  expressed  apprec ia t ion  
t o  J u d g e  Roden f o r  t h e  
v e r y  s t r o n g  m o t i v a t i o n  
t h e y  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  h i m  
t o  recognize  the i r  drinking 
problem and t o  stop drinking. 

During his t e r m  in of f ice ,  
J u d g e  R o d e n  s e r v e d  as 
p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Alabama 
Municipal Judges  Associat ion 
and w a s  a member  of t h e  
Governor ' s  Task F o r c e  on 
Drunk Driving. 
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"p rfr It Hurts Less When You Laugh @ A a 

If you c a n ' t  see t h e  humor 
in l i fe ' s  l i t t l e  se tbacks ,  you ' re  
probably tak ing  yourself t o o  
seriously . 

No o n e  is  immune t o  it. 
Lawrence  Mintz,  Ph.D., pro- 
fessor  of Amer i can  s tudies  a t  
t h e  Universi ty of Maryland has  
a mir ror  on  his o f f i c e  wall. 
U n d e r n e a t h  t h e r e ' s  a l i t t l e  
sign t h a t  says, "This person i s  
no t  t o  b e  t a k e n  t o o  seriously." 

"Humor," says  Dr. Min t i ,  
"is a way  w e  c o p e  wi th  living 
in a n  imper fec t  world wi th  ou r  
i m p e r f e c t  s e l v e s .  When w e  
c a n ' t  win, t h e  bes t  thing t o  d o  
i s  laugh a little." 

Being ab le  t o  laugh at your- 
self means  t h a t  you have  a 
good kind of se l f -es teem and 
t h a t  you c a n  f e e l  O.K. abou t  
y o u r s e l f  w i t h o u t  d e l u d i n g  
y o u r s e l f  t h a t  y o u  have  no 
faults.  

Llltimately, humor i s  eco -  
nomical.  Someone wi th  a good 
sense  of i t  doesn ' t  w a s t e  en-  
e rgy  pre tending  t o  be  p e r f e c t  
o r  hiding the i r  feelings. A 
sense  of humor  means  you c a n  
roll w i th  t h e  punches and b e  
p roduc t ive  at t h e  s a m e  t ime.  

F r o m  Dr. J o e l  Goodman,  di- 
r e c t o r  of t h e  Humor P ro jec t  
at Sagamore  Ins t i tu te  in Sara-  
t o g a  Springs, New York,  c o m e  
t h e s e  six p i eces  of adv ice  on  
how t o  pu t  more  l ightness in 
your l i fe ,  how t o  use  humor  t o  
c o p e  w i t h  problems and b e  
m o r e  product ive  in ou r  lives. 

I .  S e l e c t  a h u m o r o u s  
saying t o  think abou t  when 
you  a r e  disappointed. Fo r  
example ,  "When l i fe  hands 
m e  lemons,  I'll m a k e  lemon- 
ade." I t  helps you r ecove r  
f rom sma l l  se tbacks .  

2. Use  a signal  ( l ike play- 

fully put t ing  your t humb t o  
your ch in  and wiggling your 
f ingers)  t o  u se  when you f e e l  a 
f a m i l y  c o n f l i c t  b r e w i n g .  I t  
helps break  tension. 

3. P u t  s o m e  humor  in to  
your job. Like  t h e  plumber 
whose t ruck  has  a sign saying, 
"A f lush b e a t s  a ful l  house." 

4. R e m e m b e r  t h a t  humor 
w o r k s  b e t t e r  t h a n  anger.  
If someone ' s  l a t e  mee t ing  
you ,  s a y  s o m e t h i n g  like, 
"I'm glad you ' r e  no t  running 
a n  a m b u l a n c e  s e r v i c e , "  
ins tead  of shouting. 

5. R e m e m b e r  t h a t  f e w  
th ings  a r e  s ac red  o r  absolute,  
and t h a t  ne i ther  you nor 
anyone  e l se  knows a l l  t h e  
answers. 

6. Pick f r iends  who a r e n ' t  
a f r a i d  t o  laugh, e v e n  a t  
you. 
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Steagall Becomes 
Associate Justice 

H e n r y  B. S t e a g a l l ,  11, 
of Oza rk  assumed t h e  posi- 
t i o n  of A s s o c i a t e  J u s t i c e  
of t h e  A l a b a m a  S u p r e m e  
C o u r t  May 1. 

J u s t i c e  S t e a g a l l  h a s  
m o s t  r e c e n t l y  s e r v e d  as 
F i n a n c e  Direc-  
t o r  f o r  t h e  
state. H e  w a s  
a p p o i n t e d  t o  
t h a t  pos i t i on  
b y  G o v e r n o r  
W a l l a c e  i n  

H e 
@ fezv8ed3 i s  Gov- 

e r n o r  W a l -  
l a c e ' s  execu -  

Steagall 

t i ve  s e c r e t a r y  f r o m  1975-79. 

J u s t i c e  S t e a g a l l  w a s  
a p p o i n t e d  on April  3 t o  
f i l l  t h e  p o s i t i o n  v a c a t e d  
when J u s t i c e  J a m e s  Faulkner  
re t i red .  H e  is  a g r a d u a t e  
of A u b u r n  Universi ty and 
t h e  Universi ty of A labama  
School  of Law. H e  began  
t h e  p r a c t i c e  of law in Ozark  
in 1951. H e  se rved  in naval  
o p e r a t i o n s  in t h e  P a c i f i c  
f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s  during World 
War 11. 

T h e  n e w  j u s t i c e  w a s  
a m e m b e r  of t h e  state 
H o u s e  of  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
f r o m  1954-70; is  a m e m b e r  
of t h e  state and  Da le  Coun ty  
D e m o c r a t i c  Execu t ive  Com-  
mi t t ee s ;  is  a member  of 

F i r s t  Uni ted  Methodist  
Church ,  Ozark ;  and a member  
of t h e  O z a r k  Ro ta ry  Club. 

1986-87 Budget Reductions 
Severely Impact Trial Courts 

A 4.7 p e r c e n t  d e c r e a s e  in 
t r i a l  c o u r t  appropr ia t ions  f o r  
t h e  1 9 8 6 - 8 7  f i s c a l  y e a r  
will  h a v e  a d e t r i m e n t a l  i m p a c t  
on  t h e  de l ivery  of judicial 
s e rv i ce s  in A labama  accord ing  
t o  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  D i r ec to r  
of C o u r t s  Allen L. Tapley. 

The  Leg i s l a tu re  comple t ed  
i t s  1 9 8 6  r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n  
o n  Apr i l  28  by adopt ing  
a $589 .5  m i l l i o n  g e n e r a l  
fund budge t  which is  $20.6 
million below c u r r e n t  g e n e r a l  
fund appropr ia t ions  of $610.1 
m i l l i o n .  T h e  reduct ion  in 
t h e  t r i a l  c o u r t  budget  t o t a l ed  
$2.6 million. 

In t h e  f ina l  budget  docu- 
m e n t ,  t h e  Legis la ture  ap-  
proved condi t iona l  appropr ia -  

t ions  t o  g e n e r a l  fund agenc i e s  
of $26.9 million. T h e  t r i a l  
c o u r t  budget  rece ived  $3.3 
million of t h e s e  condi t iona l  
funds. Condi t iona l  appropr ia -  
t ions  c a n  only b e  re leased  
by t h e  governor  if f unds  
b e c o m e  avai lable.  

"I am grateful for the 
indiv idual  and c o l l e c t i v e  
e f f o r t s  o f  judges, clerks 
of court, and other judicial 
o f f i c i a l s  and  e m p l a y e e s  
who assisted in our attempt 
to obtain adequate funding 
f o r  t h e  courts," Tapley 
said. 

"I w a n t  t o  par t icu lar ly  
thank  S e n a t o r  S t e v e  Cooley of 
Cu l lman  who w a s  successfu l  

(See Budget, page 2) 

Legislature Creates Authority To 
Construct New Judicial Building 

T h e  Legis la ture ,  on  t h e  
f ina l  day  of t h e  1986 regular  
session, passed S e n a t e  Bill 
3 7 3  which c r e a t e s  a Judic ia l  
Building Author i ty  and  au tho r -  
i z e s  t h e  i s s u a n c e  of up 
t o  $40 million in r evenue  
bonds t o  c o n s t r u c t  a new 
j u d i c i a l  b u i l d i n g  f o r  t h e  
state. 

G o v e r n o r ,  t h e  Speake r  of 
t h e  House  of Represen ta t i ves ,  
and  t h e  S t a t e  F inance  Direc-  
t o r .  T h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  w a s  
s p o n s o r e d  i n  t h e  S e n a t e  
by S e n a t o r  Ryan deGra f f en -  
r i e d  a n d  hand led  in t h e  
H o u s e  by  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
T o m  C o b u r n  a n d  J i m m y  
Clark .  

T h e  A u t h o r i t y  c o n s i s t s  Ea r l i e r ,  t h e  Montgomery 
of t h e  Governor ,  t h e  Chief  C i t y  Counci l  vo ted  t o  pur- 
J u s t i c e ,  t h e  L i e u t e n a n t  (See Building, page 7) 
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Budget 
(Continued from Page 1 )  

i n  a d d i n g  o u r  condi t iona l  
appropr ia t ion  in t h e  S e n a t e  
and t h e  m e m b e r s  of t h e  
Second G e n e r a l  Fund Confe r -  
e n c e  C o m m i t t e e  w h i c h  
l e f t  our  condi t iona l  funds  
in t h e  f i na l  budget," h e  
said. 

" I t  i s  mos t  r e g r e t t a b l e  
t h a t  w e  w e r e  no t  successfu l  
in obtaining su f f i c i en t  abso-  
l u t e  funding as i t  f o r ebodes  
v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  p r o b l e m s  
in e a c h  of our  o f f i c e  ope ra -  
tions. However ,  t h e  decision 
by t h e  Governor  and  t h e  
Leg i s l a tu re  has  been  made;  
a n d  i t  i s  my view t h a t  
w e  mus t  now proceed  t o  
provide t h e  bes t  c o u r t  se rv-  
i c e s  p o s s i b l e  t o  A labama  
c i t i z e n s  under  t h e  funding 
c o n d i t i o n s  e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  
u s  by t h e  Execu t ive  and 
L e g i s l a t i v e  b r a n c h e s  of 
t h e  government." 

"1 hope you share my 
opinion that w e  must plan 
and better execute a strategy 
both at t h e  loca l  level 
and in Montgomery which 
in future years will ensure 
adequate  funding for the 
judicial branch of govern- 
ment." 

Tapley said t h e  reduced  
1 9 8 6 - 8 7  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  
will  n e c e s s i t a t e  t h e  following: 

1. No m e r i t  ra i ses  f o r  
c o u r t  e m p l o y e e s  d u r i n g  
F Y  86-87. 

2. A 34% reduct ion  in 
t h e  s u p p l y  b u d g e t  f r o m  
$ 1 , 8 0 5 , 0 6 6  to  $1 ,200 ,000 .  

3. A 93% reduct ion  in 
t h e  equ ipmen t  bud et f r o m  
$ 1 , 4 8 9 , 8 0 3  t o  $1 0 0 , 0 0 0  
f o r  e m e r g e n c y  p u r c h a s e s  
only. 

4. R e d u c e  t h e  b u d g e t  
c a t e g o r y  w h i c h  c o n t a i n s  

Alabama Youth Participate In YMCA 
State wide Mock Trial Competition 

a n d  Wetumpka  pa r t i c ipa t ed  
Associate Justice Hugh Maddox i n  t h e  compe t i t i on .  with Britt Bush of Opelika. 

S e v e n  y o u t h  j u s t i c e s  
p r e s i d e d  o v e r  t h e  t r i a l s  
which began  wi th  pre l iminary  
r o u n d s  on Fr iday  morning 
and ended  wi th  t h e  f i na l  
round on  Sa tu rday  af te rnoon.  

J u r o r s  w e r e  subpoenaed  
by t h e  youth  sheriff  and  
h e r  depu t i e s  f r o m  par t ic i -  
pan t s  in t h e  YMCA You th  
L e g i s l a t u r e  which is  held 
s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  w i t h  t h e  
Y o u t h  J u d i c i a l  p r o g r a m .  

S u p r e m e  C o u r t  J u s t i c e  
H u g h  M a d d o x ,  w h o  w a s  
i n s t rumen ta l  in establ ishing 
t h e  p rog ram,  m e t  informally 
w i t h  t h e  g r o u p  prior t o  
t h e  compe t i t i on  and provided 
g u i d a n c e  t o  t hose  serving 
as judges. 

C i r c u i t  J u d g e  J o s e p h  
D .  P h e l p s ,  M o n t g o m e r y ,  
p r e s e n t e d  t h e  a w a r d s  to 
t h e  winning t e a m s  a t  a n  
a w a r d s  c e r e m o n y  on  Sunday. 

p e t i t  and  grand  juror c o s t s  
by $600,000. 

5. No new posi t ions c a n  
b e  c r e a t e d ,  e f f e c t i v e  immedi-  
a t e ly .  

6 .  N o  judic ia l  t ra in ing  
a n d  e d u c a t i o n  dur ing  F Y  
86-87. 

7. Reduc t ion  of i n - s t a t e  
t r a v e l ,  w h e r e v e r  possible. 

8. Vacanc ie s  will  have  
to r ema in  unfi l led,  whe reve r  
possible. 

9. No ou t -o f - s t a t e  t rave l .  

T h e  Adminis t ra t ive  O f f i c e  
of C o u r t s  will  f o rward  t o  
e a c h  o f f i c e  a budget  f o r  
s u p p l i e s  and  f o r m s  which 
w i l l  i n c l u d e  o p e r a t i o n a l  
p r o c e d u r e s  a n d  g u i d e l i n e s  
to  c o n f o r m  wi th  t h e  F Y  
1 9 8 6 - 8 7  b u d g e t .  " T h e s e  
r e d u c t i o n s  wil l  a l t e r  t h e  
way w e  o p e r a t e  and pu rchase  

in many ways. In a l l  likeli- 
hood, w e  will  f ind i t  mos t  
unpleasant  t o  o p e r a t e  under  
t h e s e  necessary  res t r ic t ions .  
I t r u s t  you know w e  will 
b e  suppor t ive  and c o o p e r a t i v e  
t o  m a k e  your work as f r e e  
of d i f f i c u l t y  as possible," 
Tapley added.  

"We d o  h a v e  s o m e  t i m e  
t o  plan f o r  n e x t  yea r ,  and 
I  ask  e a c h  of you t o  a n a l y z e  
your c o u r t  o f f i c e  t o  d e t e r -  
mine  if s t a f f i n g  and proce-  
d u r e  changes  could b e  m a d e  
w h i c h  would  resu l t  in a 
m o r e  e f f i c i e n t  a n d  c o s t  
e f f e c t i v e  opera t ion .  I  would 
b e  p leased  t o  ass i s t  you _ 
as y o u  c o n s i d e r  posst;;  j) 
a l t e r n a t i v e  p rocedures  
o t h e r  changes  which w o u l d -  
r e s u l t  i n  c o s t  r educ t ions  
to t h e  system." 
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Friends Say Farewell To 'Spud" Wright 
by 

BOB MARTIN 

[ C o m m e n t  by Allen L. Tapley,  
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  D i r e c t o r  of 
Courts :  

It is the policy o f  Court 
News to exclude by-lines on 
articles contributed for publi- 
cation. However, because of 
this beautiful tribute paid to  
Judge Wright by Bob Martin, 1 
have made this exception.] 

It  w a s  t h e  t y p e  of day  
t h a t  b e f i t t e d  G e o r g e  H e r b e r t  
"Spud" Wright,  J r .  T h e  a i r  
w a s  c r i sp ,  b u t  no t  cold. 
S u n s h i n e  s t r e a m e d  d o w n  
t h r o u g h  t h e  s t a t e l y  pines 
on  t h e  hillside overlooking 
Auburn High School  w h e r e  
he  w a s  pu t  t o  r e s t  in  t h e  
t own  h e  loved. 

E v e r y b o d y  loved "Spud." 
If a l abe l  w e r e  ascr ibed  
t o  h im,  i t  would probably 
read: "The bes t  liked judge 
i n  A l a b a m a . "  H e  w o u l d  
h a v e  w a n t e d  no  t ea r s .  

A s  t h e y  g a t h e r e d  a t  
his g raves ide  s e r v i c e  April  
23, m a n y  of his  f r i ends  
r e c a l l e d  a n o t h e r  m e e t i n g  
o n l y  t h r e e  w e e k s  ea r l i e r  
t o  honor his a c h i e v e m e n t s  
as a p u b l i c  s e r v a n t  and  
jurist. 

" I 'm  t h e  l u c k i e s t  m a n  
alive," h e  told t h e  aud ience  
g a t h e r e d  t o  honor him at 
t h e  L e e  C o u n t y  J u s t i c e  
C e n t e r .  S p u d  h a d  fought  
a t w o - y e a r  b a t t l e  w i t h  
c a n c e r  and i t  w a s  in t h e s e  
t w o  y e a r s  t h a t  h e  demon-  
s t r a t e d  his c h a r a c t e r  and 
courage .  

Members of the Lee County Bar 

Association and manv of Alabama's 

most prominent judges and lawyers 

honored Judge G. H. "Spud" Wright 

recently when he announced he 

was stepping down from the bench 
During the hour-long ceremony, 
Wright was presented a portrait 
and a resolution commending him 

for his many years as prosecutor 

and judge. Pictured from left to 

right are Supreme Court Chief 

Justice C. C. %on' Torbert, Jr., 

Wright, and Jim Haygood, president 

of the local Bar Association (Photo 

courtesy of Bill Harris, The Opelika- 

Auburn News) 

I t  w a s ,  i n d e e d ,  t h o s e  
w h o  knew him who  w e r e  
t h e  lucky ones. As Chief  
J u s t i c e  T o r b e r t  exp re s sed  
i t ,  "We a r e  indeed f o r t u n a t e  
t h a t  he  s e l ec t ed  t h e  law 
a n d  t h e  judiciary as his 
l i f e ' s  work. In s o  doing, 
h e  a l l owed  us t h e  g r e a t  
honor of knowing h im and 
working wi th  him.'' 

H i s  l o c a l  n e w s p a p e r  
pu t  i t  t h i s  way  when h e  
a n n o u n c e d  h i s  r e t i r e m e n t :  
" . . . h i s  e x a m p l e  w i l l  
b e  of  g o o d  inf luence  t o  
t h o s e  w h o  f o l l o w  in his 
footsteps." 

S p u d ' s  p h i l o s o p h y  w a s  
b e s t  s t a t e d  in his own  words: 
" G i v e  e v e r y o n e  a c h a n c e  
t o  have  the i r  say. Everyone  
has  a r ight  t o  b e  hea rd  -- i t ' s  
t h e  m o s t  impor t an t  r igh t  
w e  h a v e  in th i s  count ry .  
A judge," h e  said,  "should 
a l w a y s  b a s e  his decis ions 
on w h a t  t h e  law is, no t  
w h a t  h e  would l ike i t  t o  
b e  . . . and h e  should use  
c o m m o n  sense." 

Q u i e t ,  u n a s s u m i n g ,  ful l  
of fun  and  l i fe ,  a ha rd  work- 
e r ,  a c o m p e t e n t  j u d g e ,  
a fr iend.  T h a t ' s  how Spud 
will  b e  r emembered .  

Municipal Judges Association To Hold Annual Conference 
T h e  a n n u a l  c o n f e r e n c e  

of t h e  A labama  Municipal 
J u d g e s  ' Associat ion,  t o  b e  
h e l d  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  wi th  
t h e  annual  mee t ing  of t h e  

&labama League  of Munici- 
p a l i t i e s ,  i s  scheduled  f o r  
S a t u r d a y ,  May  17,  1986, 
a t  t h e  R i v e r v i e w  P l a z a  

i n  M o b i l e ,  Alabama.  T h e  
one-day c o n f e r e n c e  i s  spon- 
sored  by t h e  Admin i s t r a t i ve  
O f f i c e  of Cour t s ,  A labama  
L e a g u e  of M u n i c i p a l i t i e s ,  
a n d  A l a b a m a  M u n i c i p a l  
Judges  Association. 

T o p i c s  t o  b e  discussed 

during t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  include 
Legis la t ive  updates ,  Judic ia l  
Inquiry Commiss ion  Opinions, 
R e c e n t  C o u r t  Cases ,  Review 
of A t to rney  Gene ra l  Opinions 
Re la t i ng  t o  Municipal Cour t s ,  
t h e  new, revised Municipal 
C o u r t  Manual,  and Anatomy 
of a Misdemeanor.  
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The Judiciary = = Who's Running 
SUPREME C O U R T  
P l a c e  I - *R. P. Almon. Montgomery 
P l a c e  2 - *Jan ie  1. ~ h o i e s ,  Bi;mingham 
P l a c e  3 - Franc is  "Brother" Hare ,B1ham 

*Corman Houston, Eufaula 

C O U R T  O F  CIVIL APPEALS 
P l a c e  I - Kenneth lngram, Ashland 

CIRCUIT JUDGES 
4 t h  Jud ic ia l  Ci rcu i t  

Char les  A. Thigpen, Greensboro 
6 t h  Jud ic ia l  Ci rcu i t  

P l a c e  1 - *Steve Wilson, Tuscaloosa 
10 th  Jud ic ia l  Ci rcu i t  

P l a c e  12  -*Roger Halcomb, Bessemer 
P l a c e  19  -*Dan Reynolds, Bessemer 
P l a c e  2 0  -*W. C. Zanaty,  Birmingham 
P l a c e  21 -*Arthur 3. Hanes,  Jr . ,B9ham 
P l a c e  .22 -*Wayne Thorn, Birmingham 
P l a c e  2 3  -*Charles  Najjar ,  Birmingham 
P l a c e  24  - *J. Richmond Pearson,B'ham 

1 1 t h  Judicial  C i r c u i t  
P l a c e  3 - *Ned Michael Su t t l e ,F lorence  

12 th  Jud ic ia l  C i r c u i t  
*Sam Adams, Ente rpr i se  
Gary 1. McAliley, Ente rpr i se  

1 3 t h  Jud ic ia l  C i r c u i t  
P l a c e  7 - *Robert  G. Kendall, Mobile 
P l a c e  1 0  -*Douglas Johnstone,  Mobile 

15 th  Jud ic ia l  C i r c u i t  
P l a c e  I - *Bill Gordon, Montgomery 
P l a c e  7 - *Richard W .  Dorrough, Mtg 

20 th  Jud ic ia l  Ci rcu i t  
P l a c e  2 - *Ron S torey ,  Dothan 

21s t  Jud ic ia l  C i r c u i t  
Brad Byrne, A t m o r e  

*Earnie White, F lomaton  
22nd Jud ic ia l  C i r c u i t  

P l a c e  2 - *William H. Baldwin, Andalusia 
23rd Jud ic ia l  C i r c u i t  

P l a c e  2 - *Daniel B. Banks, Jr., H'vi l le  
26 th  Jud ic ia l  C i r c u i t  

Placel-*WayneT. Johnson,PhenixCity 
27 th  Jud ic ia l  C i r c u i t  

*William D. J e t t o n ,  Guntersvi l le  
28 th  Jud ic ia l  C i r c u i t  

P l a c e  3 - Arthur C. Epperson, Foley 
*Tom Norton,  Jr., Bay M i n e t t e  

3 0 t h  Jud ic ia l  C i r c u i t  
P l a c e  2 - *H.EdwinHolladay,Pel lCity 

3 7 t h  Jud ic ia l  C i r c u i t  
P l a c e  2 - Rober t  M. Harper ,  Auburn 

Margare t  Young Brown, Opelika 

3 9 t h  Jud ic ia l  Ci rcu i t  
*Henry W. Blizzard, Athens 

DISTRICT JUDGES 
Barbour County 

*William H. Robertson,  Eufaula 
Bullock County  

*Dwight Hixon, P e r o t e  
Calhoun County  
P l a c e  3 - John W. Norton, Anniston 

*Nathaniel  Owens, Anniston(Repub1ical 
John  Thomason, Anniston 
Lar ry  F. Warren, Anniston 

Chi l ton  County  
Rober t  1. "Bob" Bowers, Clan ton  

*Marise Mims Sandidge, Clan ton  
C h o c t a w  County  

P e d r o  Spurlock, Butler  
C l a r k e  County  

*Harold 1. Crow, Thomasville 
Bill Kimbrough, Thomasville 

C l a y  County  
*John E. Roches te r ,  Ashland 

Cleburne  County  
*Larry G. Pilgrim, Edwardsville 
Caro lyn  P. Casey ,  Heflin 

C o l b e r t  County  
*George E. C a r p e n t e r ,  Tuscumbia 

Covington County 
*Charles  T. Morris, Andalusia 

Cul lman  County  
*J. Wilfred Tucker,  Cullman 

Mark 0. South,  Vinemont 
Daniel  B. Williams, Cul lman  

D a l e  County  
P l a c e  I - *Val 1. McGee, Ozark  
P l a c e  2 - *Fred R. S teaga l l ,  Ozark  

Anne Laura  P a r k e r ,  Ozark  
Dallas  County  

Nathaniel  Walker, Se lma 
DeKalb County  

*Rober t  G. Wilson, F o r t  P a y n e  
E x a r n b i a  County 

*Gordon R. Batson, Brewton 
G e n e v a  County  

*George A. Black, Geneva  
G r e e n e  County  

*Richard 1. Osborne,  Eutaw 
Houston County  
P l a c e  2 - *Denny Holloway, Dothan 

Gary  Maxwell, Dothan 
Brian Dowling, Dothan (Republican) 

Jackson  County  
Ralph H. Grider ,  Sco t t sboro  

*John 1. Haislip, Sco t t sboro  
S tephen  M. Kennamer,  Sco t t sboro  

Je f fe rson  County  
P l a c e  I -*John H.Alsbrooks,Jr.,Btham 

P l a c e  2 -*Pete Johnson, Birmingham 
Place 5 -*Gerald S.Topazi,Birmingham 
P l a c e  1 0  -Louis A. Borghese, Bessemer 

*Ralph E. Coleman,  Jr., Hueytown 
L a m a r  County  

Johnny M. Langley,  Vernon 
*Bill Winston, Vernon 

n) Lauderda le  County  
*Deborah Bell Paseur,  F lorence  

L e e  County  
P l a c e  1 - 

Margare t  Mayfield MacElvain, Opelika 
Mike Nix, Auburn 
J i m  Sprayberry,  Auburn 
H. K. "Kenny" Wilkes, Opelika 

Limes tone  County  
*Howard D. Burns, Athens  
G e o r g e  T. Cra ig ,  Athens 
S t e v e  Croomes ,  Athens 
Landy Raley,  Athens 

Marion County  
J i m m y  Cashion, Hamil ton 
Hugh Davis, Guin 

Mobile County  
P l a c e  I - *Lionel Layden,  Mobile 
P l a c e  2 - Mike McMaken, Mobile 

Delano "Joe" Palughi, Mobile 
G r a h a m  Gibbons, Mobile 
FrankieFieldsSmith,Mobile(Independent) 
Norm Davis, Mobile (Republican) 

P i c k e n s  County  
Tom Woodard, Reform 
Ira B. "Benny" Colvin, Reform 
Roy Kelly, Car ro l l ton  

Russel l  County  - P l a c e  2 
*Albert  1. Johnson,  Phenix C i t y  

Shelby County  
*Pa t r ic ia  M."PattiU Smith,Columbiana 

Surnter  County  
*Eddie Hardaway,  Jr., Livingston 

Tuscaloosa County  
P l a c e  1 - J i m  Guin, Tuscaloosa 

*Barbara W. Mountam, Tuscaloosa 
P l a c e  2 -*Gay M. Lake, Jr., Tuscaloosa 

3. D. Terry,  Duncanville 
Walker County  - P l a c e  1 

*John L. Madison, Jr., J a s p e r  
Wilcox County  

*Jo "Celeste" P e t t w a y ,  Alberta .  
* Incumbent 

(Editor 's  Note: The above  listing i s  
t h e  most  a c c u r a t e  information avail- 
a b l e  t o  us  a t  press  t ime.  If you know 
of any addit ions o r  cor rec t ions ,  
please ca l l  Ann Henn, 1-800-392-8077.) 

Rhode Island Joins Non-Resident Violator Compact 
On April 4, 1986, Rhode  T h e  C o m p a c t  p r o v i d e s  home  state. 

Island joined 34 o t h e r  states t h a t  a nonresident  rece iv ing  
and t h e  Di s t r i c t  of Columbia  a t r a f f i c  c i t a t i o n  in a p a r t y  N o  v i o l a t i o n s  c a n  b e  
as a member  of t h e  Non- state mus t  fulf i l l  t h e  t e r m s  a c c e p t e d  by Rhode  Island 
r e s i d e n t  Violator Compac t .  o f  t h a t  c i t a t i o n  o r  f a c e  t h a t  occu r red  prior  t o  t h e  
(See  Sep tember  1985 Court t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of l icense  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of i t s  e n t r y  
News.) suspension in t h e  moto r i s t ' s  i n to  t h e  Compac t .  
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@Monroe Named Mobile Municipal Judge 
M o b i l e  a t t o r n e y  C e c i l  

Monroe w a s  r ecen t ly  sworn 
in  as a mun ic ipa l  judge 
f o r  t h e  c i t y  of Mobile. 
P r i o r  t o  
h i s  a p p o i n t -  
m e n t ,  h e  
served  as c i t y  
p r o s e c u t o r  i n  
m u n i c i p a l  
c o u r t  f o r  2 112 
years .  

M o n r o e  told - - - . - - - 

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  Monroe 

1 7 5  p e o p l e  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  
s w e a r i n g - i n  c e r e m o n i e s  t h a t  

h e  would d e a l  f i rmly  wi th  
s p e e d - l i m i t  v i o l a t i o n s  and  
"drinking drivers." H e  acknow- 
ledged driving under  t h e  influ- 
e n c e  of a lcohol  as "a ser ious  
vehicu lar  offense" and  s t a t e d  
t h a t  he  suppor ted  rehabil i -  
t a t i o n  and fami ly  a s s i s t ance  
p r o g r a m s  t o  c o m b a t  t h e  
problem. 

M o n r o e  f i l l s  t h e  seat 
on  t h e  c i t y  c o u r t  fo rmer ly  
held by J u d g e  William Saliba. 
H e  is  t h e  f i r s t  black t o  
s e r v e  o n  t h e  m u n i c i p a l  
c o u r t  in Mobile's his tory.  

Public Employees 
IRA posts-~nnual 

I. 
Percentage Rate 

I T h e  P u b l l c  E m p l o y e e s '  
Individual R e t i r e m e n t  Account  
F u n d  ( P E I R A F ) ,  m a n a g e d  

I 
by t h e  R e t i r e m e n t  S y s t e m s  
of A labama ,  pos ted  in t e r e s t  
t o  m e m b e r  a c c o u n t s  i n  

I April at  t h e  Annual P e r -  
i c e n t a g e  R a t e  ( A P R )  of 
i 13.58% f o r  t h e  preceding  
I six-month period (Oc tobe r  1, 

1 9 8 5  - M a r c h  31, 1986) .  

P a s t  i n t e r e s t  r a t e s  pos ted  
t o  m e m b e r  a c c o u n t s  have  
been  as follows: 

March 31, 1983 - 10.52% 
September 30, 1983 - 13.73% 
March 31, 1984 - 13.56% 
September 30, 1984 - 13.89% 
March 31, 1985 - 14.76% 
September 30, 1985 - 12.50% 

O n c e  a n  e m p l o y e e  has  
opened  a PEIRAF,  cont r ibu-  

-.tions t o  t h e  fund may  b e  
w a d e  b y  d i r e c t  d e p o s i t  

o r  by  p a y r o l l  d e d u c t i o n .  
Whi l e  d i r e c t  d e p o s i t s  of 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  mus t  b e  a t  
l e a s t  $100, payrol l  deduc ted  

con t r ibu t ions  a r e  n o t  sub jec t  
t o  t h e  m i n i m u m  d e p o s i t  
provision. 

T h e r e  a r e  n o  c u r r e n t  
provisions f o r  t 'rolling over" 
c o m m e r c i a l  IRA'S in to  t h e  
P E I R A F .  H o w e v e r ,  S t a t e  
employees  may r e t a i n  t he i r  
c o m m e r c i a l  IRA and open  
a PEIRAF accoun t ,  as long 
as con t r ibu t ions  f o r  a ca l en -  
d a r  y e a r  d o  n o t  exceed  
$2,000.00. 

F o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  
t h e  PEIRAF program,  w r i t e  
to: PEIRAF,  T h e  R e t i r e m e n t  
S y s t e m s  of Alabama,  135 
S. Union S t r e e t ,  Montgomery,  
A labama  36  130. 

Wallace C .  Gibson 
R e t i r e d  C i r c u i t  J u d g e  

W a l l a c e  C .  G i b s o n ,  10th 
Judic ia l  C i r cu i t ,  died March  
2 7 ,  1986,  in Birmingham. 

Appointed t o  t h e  c i r cu i t  
bench  in 1957, J u d g e  Gibson 
s e r v e d  c o n t i n u o u s l y  u n t i l  
his r e t i r e m e n t  in Sep tember ,  
1980.  H e  s e r v e d  in t h e  
A labama  House  of Repre -  
s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  J a n u a r y  
1 9 4 7  u n t i l  J a n u a r y  1951. 

Judge Ford Attends 
National Conference 
On Rural Courts 

M a c o n  C o u n t y  D i s t r i c t  
J u d g e  A u b r e y  F o r d ,  Jr . ,  
r ecen t ly  a t t e n d e d  a two-pa r t  
na t iona l  judicial c o n f e r e n c e  
in  B o y s  T o w n ,  Nebraska,  
a d d r e s s i n g  p r o b l e m s  f a c e d  
by ru ra l  c o u r t  judges. 

'The Nat iona l  C o n f e r e n c e  
of t h e  Judic ia ry  on  Rura l  
C o u r t s  w a s  c o - s p o n s o r e d  
by t h e  Rura l  J u s t i c e  C e n t e r ,  
Nor th  Conway,  New Hamp- 
s h i r e ;  t h e  A m e r i c a n  Bar 
Assoc ia t ion ' s  Na t iona l  Con- 
f e r e n c e  on  Spec ia l  C o u r t  
J u d g e s ;  t h e  P e t e r  Kiewit  
Foundat ion ,  Omaha ,  Nebras-  
ka; and t h e  Nat iona l  Judic ia l  
College.  

Twenty-four  judges f r o m  
19 states m e t  t o  examine  
f a c t o r s  and  condi t ions  a f f e c t -  
ing t h e  ope ra t ion  of judicial 
s y s t e m s  in ru ra l  Amer ica .  
The  judges worked  t o  develop 
a s t a t e m e n t  d e s c r i b i n g  
t h e  needs  of ru ra l  c o u r t s  
and  a prescr ip t ion  fo r  m e e t -  
ing t h o s e  needs.  

J u d g e  F o r d  i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  developed 
b y  t h i s  c o n f e r e n c e  w i l l  
b e  s e n t  t o  s eve ra l  na t iona l  
judicial,  legal ,  and  govern-  
m e n t a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o  
e s t a b l i s h  a c o a l i t i o n  t o  
h e l p  reso lve  t h e  problems 
of ru ra l  cour t s .  

Administrative Leave 
G o v e r n o r  W a l l a c e  h a s  

a u t h o r i z e d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
l e a v e  f o r  d e l e g a t e s  who 
a t t e n d  t h e  A labama  S t a t e  
Employees  Associat ion Con- 
v e n t i o n  in Birmingham on 
May 15  and  16, 1986. UJS  
employees  who  a r e  de l ega t e s  
and  who a t t e n d  a r e  au thor iz -  
e d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  l e a v e .  
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Our Kind 
Of Judge 

Deer are plentiful in Chambers 
County, Alabama. S o  plentiful in fact 
that the limit is one  per day,  every day 
of the season. There is little excuse for 
anyone t o  poach, for the season is 
almost three months long. We suppose 
if you wanted to, you could put 90 deer 
a\vay in your freezer. 

So i t  did a little more than raise 
the ire c f  one of the Chambers County 
landowners when he heard shots were 
fired on a part of his land. He had had 
rhe bad experience of getting a cow 
killed the previous year. Another 
farmer in the county had a poacher cut 
his fence in one place, drive in with a 
four wheel drive vehicle and poach, 
and then drive back out in a different 
direction, cutting the fence again to  get 
out.  Trespassing poachers were getting 
t o  be a problem and as the landowner 
\vent back the dirt road t o  the farm, he 
saw a p i c k u p  coming  o u t  a n d  
recognized one of the occupants. Sure 
enough when he got back to his land, 
there laid a dead doe deer. He called 
the local ivarden, Bill Smith, who came 
out and investigated. Sure they would 
come back, Snlith set up a surveillance 
o n  the carcass. After dark a truck came 
down the road and two people got out 
a n d  the  t ruck  l e f t .  S o u n d s  of  
hu~cher ing could bc heard and then the 
truck came back and the two carried 
something back out to  the truck and 
began to  leave. Smith followed the 
truck and when he tried to stop it, they 
sped off .  He  gave chase and in a short 
time the driver lost control and ended 
up  in the ditch. Two men exited the 
truck and ran. Smith took up  the chase 
and when one got caught momentarily 
in a fence, he was able to identify him. 

When Smith went back to  the 
truck, he not only found four quarters 
o f  the deer, but inside the truck was the 
wife and three children of one of the 
culprits. The  woman was crying hyster: 
ically. Apparently she was driving the 
truck for the men and was the one who 
lost control. Smith could not believe 
the man had not only endangered his 

family this way, but had run off and 
left them all alone when the truck 
crashed. 

The whole story was pieced out 
and both poachers identified and 
arrested. Neither were strangers to  the 
wardens.  O n e  had been arrested 
previously for seven violations and the 
othcr had been arrested twice. 

Possibly due to  the heavy popula- 
tion of deer, poaching fines have not 
been large in the area. The  two 
probably expected to  get off light 
again. 

But what they hadn't counted on 
was a hearing before District Judge 
Joel Holley of LaFayette, Alabama. 
Now, Judge Holley likes hunting and 
does not like poaching. He had become 
very tired of the trespassers who abuse 
landowners property and kill over the 
limit and out of season. He  had even 
authored an article in the paper, urging 
ethical hunting practices. He was not 
pleased to  see the two poachers before 
him and,  like the warden, was incensed 
that they had allowed the wife and 
children to be involved. 

Considering all of this and their 
past records as well, the Judge handed 
down what has to be a landmark 
punishment o n  a hunting and fishing 
case in Alabama and,  for that matter, 
in a lot of states and provinces. He 
fined each a total of $1,400 and put 
each in jail for 120 days and revoked 
the hunting license of one for 3 years 
and the other for five years. The two 
appealed at first, but then dropped the 
appeal and accepted the sentence. 

From now on we would expect 
that when Judge Hollcy appeals for 
ethical hunting, the response will be 
much better. It's too bad we can't 
clone Judge Holley. About evcry 
warden in the U.S. and Canada would 
love to  have him in thcir courtroon~s! 
Our  hats off t.o a fine Judge and 
gentleman! 

(Reprinted from the 1986 winter edition 
of The International Game Warden) 

A l a b a m a  Jud ic i a l  Collene 
Cont inuing   ducati ion- 

P r o g r a m s  
May - S e p t e m b e r ,  1986 

May 17 -- L e a g u e  Confe r -  
e n c e  f o r  municipal  c o u r t  
judges - Mobile 

J u n e  9 - 1 2  -- DUI Instruc-  
t o r  C e r t i f i c a t i o n  - Tusca-  
loosa 

J u n e  20  - 2 2  -- Annual  
C o n f e r e n c e  f o r  c l e r k s  
and r eg i s t e r s  - Gulf Shores  

J u n e  2 5  - 2 7  -- Annual  
C o n f e r e n c e  f o r  j u v e n i l e  
c o u r t  judges - Montgomery I 
J u l y  1 0  - 1 1  -- Annual  
C o n f e r e n c e  f o r  j u d i c i a l  
s e c r e t a r i e s  - Guntersv i l le  

I Ju ly  2 3  - 24 -- 
C o n f e r e n c e  f o r  c i r c u i t  

I and d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  judges - 
Gulf Shores  

Augus t  7 - 8 -- DUI In- 
S e r v i c e  T r a i n i n g  - M o n t -  
gomery  

S e p t e m b e r  4 - 6 -- Appel- 
l a t e  J u d g e s  C o n f e r e n c e  - 
Gulf Shores  

William A. Thompson 
J e f f e r s o n  Coun ty  C i r cu i t  

J u d g e  William A. Thompson 
died March  27, 1986, at 
t h e  a g e  of 58. 

J u d g e  T h o m p s o n  w a s  
appoin ted  t o  t h e  1 0 t h  Judic ia l  
C i r cu i t  bench  by Governor  
G e o r g e  C. Wallace in May, 
1974, to f i l l  t h e  unexpired 
t e r m  of J u d g e  R o b e r t  C. 
G i l e s .  P r i o r  t o  a s suming  
t h e  bench ,  he  had  served  
1 3  y e a r s  as Ass is tan t  C i t y  
A t t o r n e y  i n  B i r m i n g h a m  * J u d g e  'Thompson is  sur-  
v i v e d  by h is  w i f e  J o y c e  
and t w o  sons. 
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h o w  To Change Your Beneficiary 
A n y  c h a n g e s  i n  y o u r  

f ami ly  s t a t u s  such a s  divorce,  
m a r r i a g e ,  bir th,  o r  dea th  
may requi re  a change  in 
t h e  designation of beneficiary 
f o r  a c t i v e  m e m b e r s  o f  
t h e  Employees '  R e t i r e m e n t  
System. Beneficiary designa- 
t ions may b e  changed by 
comple t ing  a Member Informa- 
t ion Record  (RS Form 100). 

To change  t h e  designation 
of  b e n e f i c i a r y ,  c o m p l e t e  
i t e m s  1 thru  8 on t h e  f r o n t  

s ide  of t h e  Member Informa- 
t i o n  R e c o r d  a n d  p r o v i d e  
t h e  r e q u i r e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  
on t h e  r eve r se  side. Af t e r  
comple t ing  t h e  fo rm,  have  
y o u r  s i g n a t u r e  n o t a r i z e d  
b e f o r e  a N o t a r y  P u b l i c  
and send t h e  f o r m  t o  t h e  
A O C  P e r s o n n e l  Divis ion .  

If you have  any quest ions 
concerning beneficiary desig- 
n a t i o n s  o r  need a fo rm,  
ca l l  t h e  Personnel  Division, 
1-800-392-8077,  E x t .  226 
o r  256. 

Building 
(Continued from Page 1)  

chase  a block of downtown 
proper ty  across  t h e  s t r e e t  
f r o m  t h e  p r e s e n t  judicial 
b u i l d i n g  a n d  d o n a t e  t h e  

- and t o  t h e  s t a t e  f o r  con- @ t ruc t ion  of a new building. 
C h i e f  J u s t i c e  T o r b e r t  

e x p r e s s e d  h i s  g r a t i t u d e  
fo r  a l l  who assisted in pas- 
sage  of t h e  building author i ty  
l e g i s l a t i o n .  " I t  a p p e a r s  
w e  may b e  ab le  t o  proceed 
s o o n  w i t h  f i n a l  p lanning 
fo r  t h e  building and hopefully 
have  a new faci l i ty cons t ruc t -  
ed  by 1990," Torber t  said. 

A t t e m p t s  t o  e n a c t  legisla- 
tion t o  c r e a t e  a Judicial  
B u i l d i n g  A u t h o r i t y  d a t e  
back twen ty  years. Legisla- 
tion passed t h e  House in 
1 9 7 3  b u t  f a i l e d  t o  pass  

Retired Judge Sits On 
Other Side Of Bench 

R e t i r e d  C i r c u i t  J u d g e  
E r i s  P a u l  f o u n d  h i m s e l f  
on t h e  o t h e r  s ide of t h e  
bench on April 7 when he  
w a s  se l ec t ed  t o  se rve  as 
a juror t o  hea r  a murder  
c a s e  in E.lba. 

Judge  Paul  w a s  e l e c t e d  
t o  t h e  bench in t h e  12th 
Judic ia l  C i rcu i t  on November 
4, 1952. H e  served a s  a 
c i r c u i t  j u d g e  in  C o f f e e  
County  unti l  his r e t i r e m e n t  
on J u l y  31, 1976. 

Amon Y. Pinkerton 
Mr. Amon Y. Pinkerton,  

f o r m e r  ba i l i f f  t o  C i rcu i t  
J u d g e  J a c k  C. Riley, 32nd 
J u d i c i a l  C i r c u i t ,  died on 
March 2, 1986. 

t h e  Senate .  Mr. P inker ton ,  who was  
82  y e a r s  old at t h e  t i m e  

In 1984, the Legis1ature of his death, was  an act ive 
adopted  a resolution c rea t ing  b a i l  i f f  i n  C u l l m a n  u n t i l  
a j o i n t  leg is la ture- judic ia l  his resignation on February  
c o m m i t t e e  t o  s t u d y  t h e  14, 1986. H e  had served 
n e e d  f o r  a n e w  judicial the court since 1972, 

T h a t  c o m m i t t e e  
&:tb"L:ended t h a t  a new T h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  c rea t ing  

f a c i l i t y  b e  c o n s t r u c t e d  t h e  author i ty  initially passed 
in i t s  r epor t  t o  t h e  Legisla- t h e  S e n a t e  18-3. l he final  
t u r e  in 1985. vo te  in t h e  House was  69-23. 

Area Judges/DUI 
Directors Honor 
Emmett N. Roden 

Ret i r ed  F lo rence  Municipal 
J u d g e  E m m e t t  N. Roden 
w a s  r e c e n t l y  honored  by 
a r e a  judges and t h e  North-  
w e s t  Council  of Local  Gov- 
e r n m e n t s '  D U I  p r o g r a m  
a t  a s u r p r i s e  l u n c h e o n .  
Roden had served fo r  more  
than  12 yea r s  as municipal 
judge for  t h e  F lo rence  Munici- 
pal  Cour t  and was  a s t rong 
advoca te  of t h e  DL11 program 
and rehabil i tat ion.  

F rank l in  County Dis t r ic t  
J u d g e  J o e  Gilliland presented  
Roden wi th  a plaque,  and 
A n g e l o  T r i m b l e ,  D i r e c t o r  
of Municipal Cour t  Opera-  
t ions  for  t h e  Adminis t ra t ive  
Off i c e  of Cour ts ,  presented  
him wi th  a l e t t e r  of apprec ia-  
t i o n  f r o m  C h i e f  J u s t i c e  
C. C. Torber t ,  J r .  

Judge Roden with (1) Judge Gilliland 
and (r) Curtis Mulligan, Northwest 
Alabama DUI Program Director. 

T w o  f o r m e r  d e f e n d a n t s  
a l s o  expressed apprec ia t ion  
t o  J u d g e  Roden f o r  t h e  
v e r y  s t r o n g  m o t i v a t i o n  
t h e y  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  h im 
t o  recognize  the i r  drinking 
problem and t o  stop drinking. 

During his t e r m  in of f ice ,  
J u d g e  R o d e n  s e r v e d  as 
p res iden t  of t h e  Alabama 
Municipal Judges  Association 
and w a s  a member  of t h e  
Governor ' s  Task F o r c e  on 
Drunk Driving. 
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If you c a n ' t  see t h e  humor  
in l i fe ' s  l i t t l e  se tbacks ,  you ' re  
probably taking yourself t o o  
seriously. 

No one  is immune  t o  it .  
Lawrence  Mintz,  Ph.D., pro- 
f essor  of Amer ican  s tudies  at 
t h e  Universi ty of Maryland has  
a mir ror  on  his o f f i c e  wall. 
U n d e r n e a t h  t h e r e ' s  a l i t t l e  
sign t h a t  says, "This person i s  
no t  t o  b e  t aken  t o o  seriously." 

"Humor," says  Dr. M i n t i ,  
"is a way w e  c o p e  wi th  living 
in an  imper fec t  world wi th  ou r  
i m p e r f e c t  s e l v e s .  When w e  
c a n ' t  win, t h e  bes t  thing t o  d o  
i s  laugh a little." 

Being ab le  t o  laugh a t  your- 
self means  t h a t  you have  a 
good kind of se l f -es teem and  
t h a t  you c a n  f e e l  O.K. abou t  
y o u r s e l f  w i t h o u t  d e l u d i n g  
y o u r s e l f  t h a t  y o u  have  n o  
faul ts .  

Ul t imate ly ,  humor i s  eco -  
nomical.  Someone wi th  a good 
sense  of i t  doesn ' t  w a s t e  en-  
e rgy  pre tending  t o  b e  p e r f e c t  
or  hiding the i r  feelings. A 
sense  of humor means  you c a n  
roll w i th  t h e  punches and b e  
p roduc t ive  at t h e  s a m e  t ime .  

F r o m  Dr. J o e l  Goodman,  di- 
r e c t o r  of t h e  Humor  P r o j e c t  
at Sagamore  Ins t i t u t e  in Sara-  
t o g a  Springs, New York,  c o m e  
t h e s e  six p i eces  of adv ice  on 
how to pu t  more  l ightness in 
your l i fe ,  how t o  use  humor t o  
c o p e  w i t h  problems and b e  
m o r e  product ive  in our lives. 

1 .  S e l e c t  a h u m o r o u s  
saying t o  think abou t  w h e n  
you  a r e  disappointed. F o r  
example ,  "When l i fe  hands 
m e  lemons,  I'll m a k e  lemon- 
ade." I t  helps you r ecove r  
f r o m  smal l  setbacks.  

2. U s e  a signal (like play- 

fully put t ing  your t humb t o  
your chin and wiggling your 
f ingers)  t o  use  when you f e e l  a 
f a rn i ly  c o n f l i c t  b r e w i n g .  I t  
helps break  tension. 

3. P u t  s o m e  humor in to  
your job. Like  t h e  plumber 
whose  t ruck  h a s  a sign saying, 
"A f lush b e a t s  a ful l  house." 

4. R e m e m b e r  t h a t  humor 
w o r k s  b e t t e r  t h a n  anger.  
If someone ' s  l a t e  mee t ing  
y o u ,  s a y  s o m e t h i n g  like, 
"I'm glad you ' re  not  running 
a n  a m b u l a n c e  s e r v i c e , ' '  
ins tead  of shouting. 

5. R e m e m b e r  t h a t  few 
things a r e  s ac red  o r  absolu te ,  
and  t h a t  ne i ther  you nor 
anyone e l s e  knows a l l  t h e  
answers.  

6. P ick  f r i ends  w h o  a r e n ' t  
a f r a i d  t o  laugh, even  af 
you. 
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