EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 37

WHEREAS, Alabama's coastal waters contain virtually
every resource found in the Gulf of Mexico, and Mobile Bay
is the second largest estuarine system in the Gulf of
Mexico; and

WHEREAS, the resources of Alabama's coastal waters
provide a livelihood for many Alabamians through the state's
commercial and recreational fisheries, oil and gas
exploration and development, tourism, shipping and many
other pursuits; and

WHEREAS, Mobile Bay and all of Alabama's coastal
waters are expected by society to continue to function as a
recreational, energy, food and transportation resource; and

WHEREAS, coastal resources, though renewable, are
finite in nature, and must be managed wisely to ensure the
conservation of these resources for the benefit of
generations of future Alabamians;

WHEREAS, the proper use of these marine resources as
well as their protection are of vital interest to all of the
citizens of Alabama and most especially to the residents of
Baldwin and Mobile counties;

WHEREAS, unrestrained, rapid and unplanned
development in the vicinity of Alabama's coastal waters
could cause irreparable harm to the natural environment of

the region;




WHEREAS, Mobile Bay and other Alabama coastal waters
constitute a dynamic but fragile biological system with a
limited ability to absorb the impact of pollution,
sedimentation and the destruction of wetlands and other
coastal habitats; and

WHEREAS, present regulatory and management
approaches have not sufficiently addressed the long term,
cumulative problems created by industrial and residential
development in Alabama's coastal region.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Guy Hunt, Governor of the State of
Alabama, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the
Constitution and the laws of the State of Alabama, hereby
declare and order as follows:

1. The Alabama Coastal Waters Initiative is hereby
established.

2. The Alabama Coastal Waters Initiative shall be
directed by a policy council, which council members shall be
appointed by the Governor, and shall include but not be
limited to:

a. Two members of the Alabama House of
Representatives, one each from Baldwin and Mobile
Counties;

b. Two members of the Alabama State Senate, one
each from Baldwin and Mobile Counties;

c. One representative of the Mobile County
Commission;

d. One representative of the Baldwin County
Commission;

e. One representative of the Coastal Resources
Advisory Committee.



f. One representative of the Alabama Department
of Environmental Management;

g. One representative of the Alabama Geological
Survey;

h. One representative of the Alabama Department
of Conservation and Natural Resources;

i. One representative of the Marine Environmental
Sciences Consortium;

j. One representative of the commercial sea-food
industry;

k. One representative of the Gulf Coast
Conservation Association;

1. One representative of the Mobile Area Chamber
of Commerce;

m. One representative of the Eastern Shore
Chamber of Commerce;

n. One representative of Alabama Department of
Economic and Community Affairs;

o. One representative of the shipping industry;
p. One representative of the petroleum industry.

3. The chairman of the policy council shall be
selected from its members by the Governor.

4. The policy council shall establish two standing
committees so as to accomplish the purposes set forth in
paragraph 5 below: a Citizens Advisory Committee and a
Science and Technical Advisory Committee. The Citizens
Advisory Committee should represent a broad base of citizen
interest in the use and management of coastal resources. The
Science and Technical Advisory Committee should function as
a technical research support group with its membership drawn

from both state and federal agencies.




5. The Alabama Coastal Waters Initiative is hereby
declared to have the following duties and responsibilities,

to be discharged through its policy council:

a. To review the existing laws and regulations
applicable to coastal waters management;

b. To examine the roles of local county and state
government with respect to coastal waters management;

c. To assemble and summarize the available information
describing the natural environmental, social and
economic characteristics of Alabama's coastal waters
and bays;

d. To compile and analyze all available information
describing the existing plans for the coastal waters;

e. To make a preliminary assessment of the coastal
waters carrying capacity, including the identification
of areas with special limitations for growth and those
particularly suited for growth;

f. To document the available population and economic
growth projections to estimate demands for increased
services in and around the coastal waters of Mobile
and Baldwin Counties;
g. To determine the need for the development of a
comprehensive plan for coastal waters management, the
goals and objectives of such a plan, and recommend
which level or levels of government should be
designated to implement the planning process.
6. The Policy Council of the Alabama Coastal Waters
Initiative shall make its recommendations and proposals to
the Governor no later than February 15, 1991.

This Order shall remain in effect until amended or

modified by the Governor.




&L
DONE AND ORDERED this /b day of August, 1990.

P

Guy Hunt '
Governor

ATTEST:
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