EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 13

WHEREAS, the number of elderly and handicapped adults in
Alabama who are reported to be victims of abuse and neglect
continues to increase; and

WHEREAS, the aging population is the most rapidly increasing
population group in Alabama and the nation; and

WHEREAS, the system of service delivery for physically and
mentally handicapped adults needs to be strengthened; and

WHEREAS, there is a need to improve the delivery of services
to elderly and handicapped adults, especially those at risk of
abuse and neglect; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Code of Alabama, 1975, Sections 38-9-1

through 38-9-11; the Alabama Department of Human Resources is
charged with the protection of elderly and handicapped adults who
are victims of abuse and neglect, and

WHEREAS, the Alabama Commission on Aging is designated in the

Code of Alabama, 1975, Sections 38-3-1 through 6 to receive and

administer funds made available through the Older Americans Act to
provide services for the elderly; and

WHEREAS, it is important that this state address the
inadequacies existing in the service delivery systems in the State
of Alabama.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Jim Folsom, Governor of the State of
Alabama, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the

Constitution and laws of Alabama, do hereby ORDER and direct that:




There is hereby created the Governor's Special Commission on
Elder Abuse. The purpose of the Commission shall be to assess the
problems currently existing in the provision of services to elderly
and handicapped adults at risk of abuse and neglect. The
Commission shall develop a plan containing specific recommendations
and objectives with timely deadlines to address the problems. A
preliminary report containing initial recommendations shall be made
to the Governor no later than June 1, 1994. Areas for assessment
shall include, but not be limited to, the following:

as Availability of services for the
elderly and physically and/or
mentally handicapped adults at risk
of abuse, neglect and exploitation.

b. Public awareness of problems of
abuse, neglect and exploitation.

ol Evaluation of existing laws used to
protect adults from abuse, neglect
and exploitation.

d. Evaluation of funding mechanisms for
services to this population.

e. Training needs of case managers,
adult protective service workers,
community professionals and other
service providers who work with the
elderly and handicapped.

i Staffing levels and caseloads per

worker in adult protective service




programs.
g. Public and private sector efforts to
prevent and remedy abuse, neglect
and exploitation.

BE IT FURTHER ORDERED that the membership of the Special
Commission on Elder Abuse shall consist of the following persons,
each of whom shall be appointed by the Governor:

(1) Commissioner of the Department of
Human Resources, who shall serve as
Co-Chairperson

(2) Commissioner of the Commission on
Aging, who shall serve as Co-

Chairperson

(3) State Health Officer, Department of
Public Health

(4) Commissioner of the Medicaid Agency

(5) Commissioner of the Department of
Mental Health and Mental Retardation

(6) Director, Department of Industrial
Relations

(7) One member of the Alabama House of
Representatives

(8) One member of the Alabama Senate

(9) One representative from the Alabama
Chapter of the National Association
of Social Workers

(10) Chairperson of the Adult Services
Advisory Committee, Association of
County Directors of the Department
of Human Resources

(11) One representative from the Area
Agencies on Aging

(12) One representative from the Alabama
Bankers Association

(13) One representative from the Silver



(14)

(15)

(16)

(17)

(18)

(19)

(20)

(21)

(22)

(23)

(24)

(25)

(26)

(27)

(28)

(29)

(30)

(31)

Haired Legislature

One representative from the American
Association of Retired Persons

One representative from the Adult
Day Care Association

One representative from the State
Board of Nursing

One representative from the Alabama
Nurses Association

One representative from the Alabama
Medical Association

One representative from the Alabama
Hospital Association

One representative from the State
Department of Human Resources Board

One representative from the Alabama
Health Care Reform Task Force

Director of the State Department of
Human Resources Adult Services
Division

One representative from the United
Way

One member of the Governor's Staff

One representative from the print
media

One representative from the
broadcast media

One representative from the Alabama
Gerontological Association

Three representatives from major
utility companies

One representative from the Circuit
Judges Association

One representative from the Alabama
Nursing Home Association

One representative from the Probate



Judges Association

(32) One representative from the Business
Council of Alabama

(33) One representative from RSVP
(34) One representative from the clergy

(35) Two representatives from the private
sector

(36) One representative from an
undergraduate school of social work

(37) One representative from the UAB
School of Public Health

(38) One representative from the
University of Alabama Center for the
Study on Aging

(39) One representative from the
Commission on Aging Board

(40) Two representatives from law
enforcement

(41) One representative from the Alabama
Association of Home Health Care
Agencies

(42) One representative from the Alabama
Law Institute

(43) One representative from the
Insurance field

(44) One representative from the
Administrative Office of Courts

(45) Director of the Attorney General's
Medicaid Fraud Control Unit

(46) Chairman of the Joint Legislative
Study Committee on Alzheimer's
Disease.
BE IT FURTHER ORDERED that all members of the Commission shall

serve at the pleasure of the Governor. Members of the Commission

shall receive no compensation for their services other than



expenses incurred while in attendance at meetings of the Commission
or on business of the Commission which has been authorized and
approved by the Chairperson of the Commission. Such expenses shall
be paid in the amount prescribed by law for state officers and
employees and persons traveling on official business for the state
or any of its departments, institutions, boards, Dbureaus,
commissions, councils, committees and like agencies.

BE IT FURTHER ORDERED that the Commission shall hold meetings
at such times and places as may be designated by the Chairperson.

BE IT FURTHER ORDERED that the heads of state departments
appointed to this Commission shall make available and devote those
resources necessary to support said Commission.

BE IT FURTHER ORDERED that this Order shall become effective
immediately upon signing.

DONE and ORDERED this the 15th day of February, 1994.

P

Jim lsom
Governor

—

Jin/ Bennett
cretary of State



