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, tions, to God’s providence which we fecogrizs."James 4:13.
Sent to all who send us their names” a8 subscribers, and
who pay, or engage to pay,or for whom with their consent,
“other persons pay the cost of publication, which we esgimate’
at-25 cents a year for 4 single copy. ,This is what the Postal
Jlaws coustitute a regfular paper with'regulat snberibers en-,
pitled to go through the mails at ppund Tatés.
Those wishing the paper continued must Tenew,their sub-
+ gubseription‘each year: ' 7
o ~Those who are ablé and love thé truth send us many times
the cost.of the paper that it may be sent Yo as many as pos-
:sxblg who want it.
437 Conttibutions cheerfully given for this work will be

* I)i&.wer 105 TOLEDO, OHIO.
Eszaaty - -
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‘The Lord’s Field.
+ .Brethren would be greatly eucouraged to know all
+ we know of the Lord’s work, in this and other coun-
(tries. we would g¢ladly priit mbre ot theprecious
- lejters we are receiving-if'we had time” and room-
sbesides the trath God-has ¢alled us to print.
- In nearly every state'and territory ot this coun-
try, in Canada or Onsarioy Nova Scotia are prlgrim
" bands from whem we Jieal, who Eave no dtherdoor
» but Christeno Hies of separation but rightéousness
-. and sin] no church but what God has maide and
gzwhich exists i« heaven as on eartl, satheorganisin.
¢+ The largest number;of whom we know imany one
« Jochlity, pérhinps, 1s in Peunsylvania, York and
* Cumberland countics; Geokgia, Micligan, Ohio, N.
York state, Illinois, Alabama, Texas, [ndiina, Iowa,
¢+ North Carojina, Kansas, Nebraska, Arkanbas, Mis-
i souri, West Virginia, New Jersey, *Madss. ‘British
- <proviitees, eter; these aré ‘the principal, fields in
¢ nearly the”order of intercst-and importance so far
= as we know, besides precious names from other
¢ . sthtes and territories.  No.one Belongs to this host
. of God’s elect who is not where the martys stood,
ready to-suffar all teproach,and death foi this gos-
b and 2ighteonsnogte. o w 4. »
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we
have not heard, hlthough this Stumblingstene, like
a magnet when it touches particles of steel in a pile
of dust, by its searching truth is finding and draw-
ing out the genuine pilgrims everywhere, in this and

« other countries. Multitudes are beginning to see,
and a few dare to walk in the LIGHT!

The Stumblingstone is not doing se much to open
the eyes of the people to the iniquity ot sect organ-
izations as they themselves are doing by theatricals,

; shows, fairs, sensual tricks, gambling, lying and
what not for money, besides an excess of pride and
every lust which out does the world!
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What is Qur Offense?

Will owr enemies please answer.

Reproach is our promised heritage if we foHow
Christ. But we ask you to weigh your objecTions
to the Stumblingstone, come down to facts 1n detail
and see whether this paper or its accusers are eon
the Lord’s or the devil’s side. Let the Bible be our
judge. Base your charges on Scripture.

1, You say that we attack and oppose churches.

When? Where have we ever attacked or opposed
a church, so called in the Bible? We find here only

. saints of a place called church of a place. The body
of Christ was his church, says Paul Col: 1. We find

. Do existing sect or denomination in Scrip ture. The
Pharisees and Saducees were denominations like

. ours, butthey were not called churches. The church

of Ephesus, er Corinth, or Rome wasonly the body

) of Christ in that city. You never find the church

" of Rome or Corinth or any other place in any cify
or place besides. If a church had been man’s or-
ganism as our sects, we would find a church of Cor-
inth at Rowme and other cities. But no Bible church
was a sect or denomination as now; it was Christ’s
Jbody here and there, having no other distinction

_ except the different places where they lived.

. Have I ever printed a line against Christ’s body
any where? Have-I said a word against the church
of Toledo or any other ¢ity or place? By the Bible

_ meaning, the only meaning of the word church, your
charge is proyved false, for I have never opposed, but
always defended and upheld the churches. ’

I have opposed men’s inventions of modern times®
called churches, but:are not-the body of Christ, nor
foupd in Secripture; counterfeits of- the genvine.
IHow could this be God’s paper and fail to attack
such dangerous counterfeits? Religious institutions
not a century old, got up since God’s church and
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came from the devil and not irsm God, they add to
and tuke from his Word, exalt jnan above God, and
treat him with the most brazen jnsolence imaginable!

God is not to be modcked bé these patent labor
ot cross saving machines of ‘modern improvement,
called churches of which Chris¢is neither head, door,
‘fundation nor any other party; To denounce these
aboniinations is to préach the Ford of God.  Your
tery charge against the stum ngstone Ef'oveé" it' to
bé God’s faithful paper, and ptaces our dccusers on

actepted as from the Tord. Send to LYMAN H. JOENSON, [ th¢ ground ot all énemies to his holy word.

2 You say that tbis Stumblingstoné slanders’the
innocent, speaks evil of othet This is 4 seriotis
cHarge. Show one instance wlhere a syllable is ut-
teféd in it falsely against anyfone. ~ You cannot
find-it. It is'not spedking evig to speak truthfully
of evilmen. Jeflis and all h@y martyrs suffered
death for this very fidelify ; "cause they told the
trath of hvpocrites and wick@d men. You know
this very objection against thgs paper is -whit ex*
asperated Jews and all perscgltors against: Jesus
and his followers of every agé, and Hence betrays
your identity with all his encgtics.

3, You say yes, this paper i‘;g.Bible truth, but the
spirit of it is bad.  Well, nég we aré at our wits
end! How shall we know tig@spirit? <If gdod fruit
is no longer proof of a good' sgivit, ‘where are we?
JHow do wa know that we argghot Satan’s tools if
the, fruits of yighteousnnegs, Fgble truth are no in-
-dex?« A -good thing cannot pgbduce evil, mnor “an
evil thing that which is goodg¥ I often hear such
nousénse dbout the scots. y §ay that sects are
good things but a sect spirit¥ a bad thing! ~ Se a’
good thing may have a bad it, and a bud thing
a good spirit! T'his kind jof t fnay do for those
who are determined to beliew#iidlic ; but will n6t an-
swer for the pure in heart, n s men 6f common-
senge or honesty  Out of§ me heart cannot

It*¢he Stumblingstone is BB

then those who hate its spirifarefaters of God and
are under the power of Satan. #No man ever taith-
fully preached the hated Biblo’ truth without the
Spirit of truth.*Itis an impossibility ahd contradic-
vion. Satan is not divided agsinst himself. — He
never assaults his own works of hypocrisy and sin
with God’s word. Beware then, all you who own

the dévil. Remember what Jesus said of this same
blasphemy by those whe said he cast out devils by
Beelzebub. Unless you are changed you will surely
be surprised with all the disappointed, when you
meet him who is the way and the TRUTH, the or-
iginal Stumblingstone whom the- false protessors
have always rejected. 1Pet. 2: 8.. ‘

4, You say that the gospelkis dll love and tender-

- .

ness for sinners, but this Stumblingstone is full of
bitterness and severity, thereforeit is not the right
spirit, and stirs up strife and a bad feeling towards
the wrong doer. o

This is just the reasoning of all God’s enemies,
and of the guilty always against righteous govern-
meut, and of modern evangelists who get converts
by preaching a goapel without law or any offense,
God already reconciled in Christ to all the wicked.
At this point is the dividing line this paper draws,
and Scripture too, between the kingdom of Christ
' and antichrist, God and the devil. This is the vi-
1 tal question, Does the gospel strip God’s law of its
geverity and wrath toward the false, perversely
wicked and unyielding? Let the Bible decide, and
not the feelings or sympathies of rebel souls.

How does Jesus treat sectarians and  false pro-
fessors? John 10: 1, He says that these wlio enter
the church by any other door besides himself are
“yaimvEY and RosBERS.” Every member of a sect
has entered by another door. Have 1 ever called
such persons harder names than this? Again he
says to the two leading sscts who heard him, the
Phuarisees and Saducees, “Ye serpents, generation
of vipers,—Hypocrites,—W-hited sepul chres,—How
¢an ye escape the damnation of hell?” You ¢an find
no language of this papet so Harsh or terrible as
this against modern sects although these have divi-
ded, changed and corrupted the gospel church from
God’s original plan far worse than the Jewish sects
did the church of their day. There.is a tremendous
mistake somewhere. Either you dont know Jesus,
‘or clse he did have a devil as the Jews said he did.

?Ef"é od’s fruth;Turc, e

¢_.Published monthly subject, only liké all regalar publica- l gospel plan was finished, as al}; seet churches are, If tenderness of words for God’s enemicsis a proof,

of his Spirit, , then Jesus oertainly, had a devil, forn
he never spoke softly Lo such in his preaching, ner
did any.other Bible preacher. O readerywhich side
are you on in thix momentous question? .
Did not Paul know how to preach, the gospel? He
says, Romans 1, . I'he wrath of God is revealed
from heaven.against vll ungodliness ~~To themrthat
do not obey the truth, but obey um'ighteuusness;
indignationeand wrath, tribulstion and anguish np:
evéry soul.of man that doeth evil.—God shall send
them strong delusion that they should believe a lie
that they all might.be damned who Lelieved “not
the truth but had pleasure m unrighteousness.”
. Paul saysagain.of those who-iurned the .Gentiler
believers'from the sufficiensy of Chyist alone 1o car
nal organizations for security and perfection, “Let
them be accursed,—Again 1 say unto you ihoug}p
it be mysclf or an angel from heaven, let him besac-
cursed.” He also said to Elymas who soneht .t
turn the Deputy from the faith of Jesus, “Thon f:uux
of all subtiety andinischicf, thou child orthe deyil g
I need not cite morg. From Gencsis to «Revelati(;n
the Bible is full of such language to the» wicked
‘and thc;l'e is not a_word of tenderness tor cormpier:
of the church nor hypoerites, nor for the wiltal i‘m:’
penitcnt, but uniform .and constant severity and-
threatening of wrath and fiery-indignation.
Hebrews 10, and,12 ckapters show that underihe
gospel wilful siu bus greater severity and terror of
administration than ander Moses, “For our.God is
a cousuming fire.” ’ co
BUT COULDNT YOU DO MORE GOOD BY
MILDER-MEANS? Yes, doubtless I could. as the
world estimate doing wood. [ could get converts
a hundred times casier, as Moody and all modarn
revivalists, than I could by adopting God’s method
of doing good. What, shall rebel siuners digtater
terms to Gud? What sort of conversion .is. t}'mt
j ings the lasv tothe.sing el wi o
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el g cra L :
Your very complaint against.this paper and plea
of tunderness for those who trample mercy in  the
dust, betrays your own heart rebellion and ignor-
ance of the Bible and its God, wlose love you
would pervert into a license and cevering'f'or iniqui-
ty! Your error isof appalling magnitude. There
is no greater outrage on Jesus, than to take the dy-

this printed word against modern apostasy to be 'ing g:yans and blood of Calvary to shield the wilful
Bible truth while you hate its spirit, and say it is of[ idolatr

, sectism, blasphemy and horrible wicked-
ness of modern anti-christ, false churches, forged
!‘bodies of Christ which are not his body, but an or-
ganized lie. The God of Elijah who “cut off the-
‘heads of the false prophets, corrupters of ancient
! Israel, then went to heaven in a chariot of fire, is:
the same God'today, and his fury.burns more ﬁe’rce-
ly than ever toward corrupters of his church now
and those who daub them with the untempere(i
. mertar of false tenderness and love! O, awake from
your delnsive dreams of peace and security, for ven.
geance is on the wing!  Although it has delayed.
long, it is not slack as men count slackness.  Its
patient delay for men to repent, only aceumulates
flerceness 1o the fury that must break on the guilty
when mercy has spent its power to save! °

This paper is not a mouth-piece for man, but for:
God, and we are obliged 10 speak what and to.
whom h.: directs. We use mildness where the
i Bible uses mildness, and severity where it nuses se-’
verity; like Scripture adapting the word to the char-
acters addressed. If you hate the spirit of this fidel-
ity to the Bible, I leave you to settle your contro-
versy with him whose Spirit you oppose.

Tracts by D. ﬁvl\lewton. )

Those ianting any of his useful and readable tracts
by applying for them at the address of the Stumz
blingstone can obtain them. ~,
A new volume entitled: “LIGHT UNDER A B 1
-“AND LIGHT ON- A CANDLESTICK.” i now beiggs gﬁ% p
soon to be ready, a very important book for the times Alslg.
his old books are being reprinted, which formerly 'had a
ready §a.1e. Any persons who will act as agenrs for tfhei‘hr
sale will not only .c'onfer temporal aid 6n 2 brother who is*
w.orthy, but eslgemally will greatly benefit for time and eter- «
uity every family and.people where his works are scattered.
o “HEWING 4 GAGS” -
This book}viuch we have sent for twenty five
cents, we will now send for three cents each, = that
it may go on its gospel errand. People do not love:
to pay the cost of books they most need.
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FAITH Vs. SIGHT.
By BURNXELL D. JOHNSON. -
“For we walk by faith, not.by sight.”” 2nd Cor. 5: 7.

All Caristians €.10w that tie v ery toundativa of'chris-
tiun sxperience coslsists in an uncunditivnal surreuder
and exclusive reliance upon Godto save and preserve
inevery amerfency, suu the wo.aefit our hedrts
turn 1 doube or distrust to anything else whatever
Wwe become strangers to this experience.

From th» eadiest periods of wime we may notice:
the disposition or rebeltious Lhumnan nature to cor-
rect and tmprove upon God’s simple and plain re-
qurements. Lh. isspecialinoucanle ia ths constant
teudency to make tie retigion of Curist, (which is
nevessarily spuritaal, inward, of the heart,) ¢rmtorm-
ab.e to man's wisdom, a tangible, externul, vis-
ible concern, which the natural neart unchauged can
pertectly appreciie and understand,

Asiue inward experience departed trom the ancient
churen, externsls were substituted, innumerable in-
veuntions were wtroduced and continue® to accumu-
late waiil, though “peauti.ul indded outwardiy,” (nu-
man wisdom can only act upon thetwes terior of char-
acter, hence cun only make hypocrites!/) she was in- l
decd a=*cage of wiclean birds.”  Amoung the first |
sumprovements” wtroduced were images and pic-4

tures, wish the very plausivle pretext thatthey were

a great “help” 1n tixing the attention ete.. Alas had }
tuey not lost that mward experrencs of raith which |
is *-the substusece ot things huped for,” which brings
the wvisible Gud to our view and wnakes him our
present and eternul portion?  And in the abseucd ot
tiin, uo wonder they felt the necessity ot something
to suppty the deficiency.  But in the reformation i
tue 16un century aretarn way effected, in some de-
gree o primiuve gospel ximplicity.

But suowd we suppose thst tie sabtle deceiver
of the nations has withdrawp attention from his
great work, the deception aud eternal destruction
of maukind, trom the tuct that his once successtul
plans, suited only lor times of great 1gdorance,
passed away with thuse times?  On the contrary
we are taught that as time nears its ead he will bein-
creasiagly earadst and successtul. ~,

We may flatter ourselves, and hire flastering lips,
and may ready belleve that great progress is beiug
made religlously, but have we no reason to fear that
the standard of taith now 8o popular is.a tur lower
one than that of the Biule, as ittustrated by Christ,.
apostles and martyrs? I need not affirn 1. Who ’
wolld question 1t? =Lhere=s nohipy plit 3

e,
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—INia-8Ub o~ decipilon W preyuag upon the vitals of

experinental godlug ssin our landy yea already gen-
Ulue, unylelding taith, gospel principle, 18 the rare,
very rule eXception among Gou’s professed people,
il uclual lguits are acy indication. But many who!
see nnd deplore this spiritual desolation seem to be}
supremely 1gnoraot as 1o 1ts real and essential cause
aud are blindly but effectually contributing to this,-
cause. liTun be onty too upparent to theumgarcial
observer that the same pracucal vobel whieh was |
the source and esseuccot the apostacy ot ancient Is- |
raet when the golden calt was made, or ot the churceh |
al Rowe and her cotemporaries when the inuum'er-!
abie “works of thewr own hands” were substituted '
for *the taith of Jesus,” is notonly alarmingly prev- |
alent, but its principies have been inculeated by- a
hirebing winistry umil she original, Bible plan is E
everywhere cousidered “insecure” and “impractie. |
abie!” Lt seelns to be really supposed thas learntd |
men have conceivedand effucced \’ashhnprovemcuts,z
botu 1 pownt of nuceasibility and security, over the |
crucitying way of taith.  ‘The pleas of modein un-
beliet are piausible when viewed tfrom the staed-
polut of human wisdom or of the “tool” whu saith
“fuere is no God.” But one tv whom the “way of
tauth” 1§ experimentatly known is tvo well satistied
to return to the broken cisterns of man’s invention.
*How are ministers aud rissivnury enterprises to
be supported without o human order and system?
Is the Biute our standard, or customn aud tradision?
How were Paul and Peter supportedy and thie graid
fqnissivnary enterprise’ atter the Peutecost, when
the tatthia, driven by p’ersecution “went every where
preaching the gospelr”” Al the tlmaes have changed,
po ene would preagh wndersuch circumstances now.”
Here 18 the testd  Atl ministers who would not, wao
canu tsay.with Paul “Wog is meif | preach not the
guspel,” are self-evidently hirelings. and degeivers!
Hence the only advantage of mau's sySteuls in this
direction is to brive and disperse greedy hirehings
who are williig ¢o inxke any sacrifice of truth to se:
cure seifish ends and the upbuilding of party inter-
ests. Here we discover the withering cuise, the cli
max ol Satans @evices to lower the gospel standard
and bring the world into its present condision!
«Buthow are converts to be kept together? They
must h $ve ahome.” . i
&rod ~ays his_children are kept by hia power thirdtigh
faith, if a.man-made orgaunism, not mentioned iu

[ head of more than one body.

Scripture, can keep Christians togethery why attempt

to serve two masterx, and not rather dispunse entire-
ly with.the B.blepian, which has omitted »o import-
ant an item as the belicverd security. *“Must have
a-home” 1If youmedu an earthly home suchuas
Christ his apostles’and the thousauds who, wdre
driven “everywhere” by persécutions, those who
dwelt in dens and cavesot theearhp-wandered-about
. . o~ . - . .

in sheep skins and goat skins, being destitute,afflict-
ed, torinentedv-o* -whom the -werld wasnot-worthy,”

did-not possers; Icannot so understund the gospel. ,

Paul said, “Hefe we have ‘'no cuntinuing city byt
seck one to come woose buildef"and maker 18 God.”

True all children of God must and will meet to-
gether, will “‘exhort one another daily” and improve
every opportunity of encouraging each other, but the
Bibleevery where teaches us that christians are pecu-
liarly “pilgrima and strangers” in an enemy’s land.
Modern professors-who leck the snicard experience
of love which unites inseperadly all who love the
same Christ, feel the necessity ot an outward bond,
and are, by the moé_(_aru invention, previded witha
“home”*¢ consisting ot a stately temple, similar to
what is provided by all other earthly religions, Pa-
gan, Moﬁamedan angd Papal, this “home” is turnished
with cushioned pews, exquisite music, and every
attraction which would charm and please the most
determined rebel under God'sgovernment.  And the
presiding priest is bound to say nothing which would
disturb the unrufled:calm, buc tickdes their cars .with
smooth words of ‘“Peace Peace” asthey quietly
“gail on flowery bedd of ease” into paradise. (?) Yes
into the presence of #the man o! sorrows™ who “had
not where to luy his head.”” And who said, ¢The
dsciple is not greate’l“than his lord, if they have called
the master of the holise Beelzebubhow much more
shall they call them of his household.”

O should we not regret that Christ was upaquaint®
ed with this remarkuable plan which then as - now
would havé effectually removed the cross, the only
barrier to his trinumphant political success> Then how
eagerly would Judas and every one of those prond
phrariseés have we.cofied and proclaimed him their
Messiah dnd king!

Since penning the.sbove, I hzard from the pualpit,
suchlanguuge as this;“There are doubtless some who
are’ strong enough to live religion outside of the
church, but the mass ef christians would quickly
backslide it depriveg of this ‘*home’, Hoance it is
necessary.’’

Paul say’s the chu

bh is Christ’s body, and he that
BLOLL 11¢ rrebelrayainst God)

If he mean’s any other than this church it must be
a counter feit, for L fédd ot no-other in Seripture aml
it would be absard to supposethat Christ was the
YWe have ouly to
know whether such a “home” was included in the
plan of salvatien revealed to man in the Bible, to
judge of 118 character, for God says; “If any man
shall udd to these things God shalladd unto him the
Qlagues that are written in this book.’;

o man will dare assume thatthere is the shadow
of an intimation of such a necessity in God's Bible:
Such teachers as theabove, would say; ““4 part of the
just shall live by faith,” and the remainder who have
not taith shall live by favorable surroundings and
artificial supports! 1t God’s word is true the first
only are tru y just, hence the latter who possess no
faith are on y decdeiveqd, snd as even this seotarian
minister admits they are the masses!

Fricads is this tie character of a large portion of
our christianity? If so where are we?

But says onc; “I'hese things are bad indecd but
what can [ do? I will, remain inside the scot an
excrt m y influence against the tide of iniquity.” Very
well, and upon the same principle patronize a grog-
shop occasionally while laboring to destrey the curse
of iutemperance. In gither-case your practice and
position belies and mdre than counteracts all your
words. Remaembor it is the addition to.God’s word,
(which.you propose to countenauco by your presence
and couforwmity,)” which is the .foundation, the
essunce of. the apostady.  Whap saith God ot this
Bupylon, (confusion) the daughters ot the mother ot
baripts} “Come out “of her iny people,” and .why?
“Tnat ye be not parigkers of her sins; andthat ye
recAve not of ker playues.” ‘

. RO N ekt o |
The -Religion of the Bible. : .-!
The pure and _uxudcﬁlcd is but litfle known in'g,h"eé
times. oing to cliurch,ds 1 i8 ¢alled, ‘héai'hig'“a
filce sermon und faucy singing, M}nex{,&iﬁ"%" 8abb4th
school priyer meetings, and a'round’ of r¥ligious
formsy and, paying will -tiie corporatiofi “which
trade it {hese commoditids, nfake* up thé ‘whold of
the prevailing christiznity. But O} howi far fitdm
the New Testament Idea!» The ‘Gurndl-- Jewish
priertuood pad as good as this; and yet weére: de-
nounced by ‘Tesus as sure bf dimhation. ‘Hotv
qi.ckiy thiejf jealousy whé roused by a faith thay
tirew tasic temple and carhal organjzation aside,
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THor meeting-louse, nor suylls

wibls all 1ua religious atteud wis, aud cur uil Lue

,Teveaue of the system j a taith thut required no go-
“iag up to Jerusalem to worsmip, but made God’s

kingdom an 1 church to exist within the hearts of
believers ;.o taith tatBubstituted righteousness of
Mehry dud fite, tor all tho exteruals aud ceremonies
of carnal _retigion. No venow. of muederous hate
was ever so malignant as was shown toward Jesus
and.allhis faithful martyrs by these devotees of
the outward religion. The Rowish priesthood had
its jgulous¥§upuuﬁd to the sume persecuting malice
by ail the Protestaut reformations, whish héld up
Christ dwelling within and mauvincsted by a iite of
holiyess as constitnting the sum d@nd subgtance of
true religion; shus abandoning the whole expensive
ritual aud organism ot‘Papal Rome, éutunyg off the
liviugs of her priesthood. Miuuuns o1 martyrs were
put to death for thixvery faitn, taking Christ alone
and exérting the jealonsy ot meneyed ‘corporations
czlled churches,-which made a trude of carual re-,
ligion. And it was these men ot faith in Jesus,
baving the church within, that while foiced to
worship in gurrets and. cellars, or dens and caves
aud torrest retreats to escape violence and dguth,
who made more genumne converts to Jesus and
righteousness than Mogdy and all other revivalists
ever made in regular church orgamizations and
great-congregatious. The true church ot God has
always been wore effcctnally built up, preserved;
established and puriied when scattered by fiery
persecutions and without earthly ssnotuaries, or
any possibility of carnal orgaunizution or security of
human systems, money or ¢.vil support and protec-
tion. These are facts of history. .
The church ot Jesus Christ is spread, purified
and built up most effectually when most persecuted
by government, and most deprived of riches, learn-.
ing, and every eurthly advantage. When the
saits at Jerusalem were scattered Ly persecution
they “went everywhere préaching the gospel.” So
it hus-always been. The purest and best state “of
the church in Bugland, Frauce, ltaly, Germany aud
Switzerland, was when they met in garrets, cellars
and torrest retreats, to escape persecution, or had
the least uf the outward advantage 'of money sys-
tems, vrganizations, or meeting houses. The best
state of the church of Je<us in Amecrica you know
was when they met inlog school-houses aid dwel-
lings, with no choirs nor modern mprovemeuts,
but plain, earnest men and women gathered to
SoRiIRaGaud, and po sectoreganisy was thought of,
(% “dress, nor pulished
preaching or singing was kuown, but slmpicny
and earnestnes ¢, judgment day solemnity, marked
the gatherings ot those who came o worship God,
and not a sect, nor house, nor style und art.e So in
New Testament times the Gentile believers hud no
external rite nor system, nor sacred house; nor
unything bnt (God, and his Christ. They never
went to enurch, but had the church within, and
where two or three met in Jesus name there was
the churell, for each saing was a temple, a wulking
sanctuary. 1Cor. 3.

The great distiuction of Bible'religion is that it
has nothing but God, its whole system or kingdom
is within the hearts of believers and not outside,
uor any thing got up by men, Jesus say:, “Who-
ever shall drink of the water that I shall give him
it shall be within him a well of water springing up
Lo &verlasting life.”  The within-sulvation or king-
dom which mukes a man independant of all outside
sunectuaries or systems, or rituals, is what distin-
guishes this divine organization, the church of tue
New Testament.

The mass ot modern religionists are juss as blind
to God’s church organization. as the Jews were.

. They cannot undeérstand it. Fhey don’t kuow
Christ’s baptilm, because they have only John’s or
Mosed’; the veil is yeson themr taces.

“This is why moderu christianity has lost its

 morul power. Men are samis on Sunday and at

‘church, but devils on week days, or in their busw.
ness. Thereligion of our times is a religion of
outward conditions; and not ot inward princ.ple,
hence it is as false and corrupt as the devil cun
wistr,

{8 it apy avonder’ that churches abe fast being
‘turned into theatres.and show Louses, and preach-
ery and singery into mounte-bank performers tor
suoney !, Orwvhat diorrible mockery €verywhere of
the religiomr of Jesust  What abomiuation of dedo-
l,latio:\.i_n thresholy™ plaee ! ~OCouverts me made in-
deed, but couvefts »to what? Religicus indecd,
,but without vightdousuess b Get blersed and happy
in meetipgyf trendie and cheat and frolic outside.
Suéh is medern christiahity so called.

_ 'NEW TESTAMENT ORGAN (ZATION.

I am repeatedly.scked it they did not have an
‘ijg:anizulitm m the New 'l_'est:lmeut, church. 1 an-
Lswer iftney.did, why-is it not adopted, and why
have men gat up,oyer #ix hundred duflerent organi-
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. cause God has dppointed-no outward systcm, ‘but

~nigh desftroyed. Men-are made members of God’s

zatwns, splitting up Christ’s body in violation of
his speciat law of unity? If the t¥ganization is
given in the New#Testuméirt; why do believers dif-
fer 8o endlexsly about it? Did the Jew® differ so
about the organization by Mdores? No; becanse
when Gud nppoints an-drganization he- makes it so
plain thut "they<cannot differ about it: -But be-

men through unbeiief, inwilling to "sthna by faith
or'take Christ alone, have 1nvented rites and rules
and syktems of their 'own, and by pervertéd fextd
Tlnehied them ot 4o -thé Bible, they haveé brought
confusion and jargen intd 'Gog’s house, turned
Christs body into bedlam, or Bubel, and six hunz
«dred parties all claiming Christ c:inbot, worship in
harmony under the same roof. This is the most
horrible wickedness this world ever sugy!

God has a church organization made by himself,
but which-damnable sects ha've split up and well

church=by entering Christ, the door and head and
foundativn. No other way. God sets the mem-
bers in the body as it pleases himy, baptized-into
his body by his spirit. See 1Cor. 12, and also 3
chipters, ete.  The church had no rules but whay
.God gaveit, no officers but God¢ appointed. Men
chose deacons 1o take -care of mony imutters, but
the church existed with.complete organism before
deacons. God masde all apostles, elders, teachers,-
eté., not man.
mere recognition of* what God had-made, and gave
no authority to elders or winistsrs of God.

B

Letters fgm B;ethreh‘

Delta, Clay ¢o. Ala’ ama. April, 18%8.

Brother Johuson, orr he:xgts were rade to_rejoice last Sabr
bath morning whilst reading the contentsof the Stumbl ng.
stout. Durinyg the long absence of that lovely sheet secturians

Ordination by the church.avas.alland as all who follow Him wili be.

of the colintry, ho denounced every church as corrupl, roten,

fallen; in blasvhemous words'railed at the celebration of

1ing at the promvises and gommandments ot Gud.
the |our situation ; only babesin Christ, ana standing alone for

S———

Cousiuer

sucraments of the [ ord, railed against a paid ministry, support | Jesus iu the midst of“awful darkness of sin, unbelief and

of missions ete.and thus carried away quite 8 number of weuk
minded superficial (hrisfinps, who,did vot Jjke tp snpport uc- |
cording to their moas. He qmlg;rs;uo}d;iho‘?~ to, Operate upon ’
some prople to gain their fuvor. His réal followers sre no}:
very numerous.  But'quité a duwber »t people "who are ‘not
establ shed in divine truth have "becn demoralizéd. *Of course
onder these eircumstances it is.insoaie places somgwhat dufi-
cult to Iybgr.¥  This he wratg as a slur on, hymole chistiang.
We had a good revival here lagt winter. Brothers Inley, |
Wert, and. Puinter carried on the méeting, Therd were s good |
many seekers?  Somé L belifve were soundly converted* to
God, Muy Godblesgund keeprthem faithful, 18 my praver,-
Zucharish Fry.

* The dbove remerke’of the Evangelieal Bishop conderning
Brother Hefler and the other uens pilgrims who have taken |
Christ alore, i a sample of-the fpirito! jealoug carpal orgun-
fisms every where and ip all time. Sculs delivered from the
jaws of the sect wolf are of course considered lost. When the
news of Bro. Hoflei's death’came, to u certain vitlage; a womamr
professing sanctificution mar ched-around her door yard: drum-
ming on.a tin pan.for joy that he,was dead! Such is sectariun

ganctification toward God’s trie-mipigters, Ed- Sjumblingstone

‘Ithica, N. Y., June 26th,"1578.
My dear Brother Johnson, ond~ of your papers fell~nto
'y hands last'evening. I find you are in search for! some
God’s dear despised chiléren” My heart-gave aw answer
quick to youy appeal. The Lordebless you, my brother. I
stand alone here bearing a testimony’ to the truth., ‘I have
come out from the'Great house ;’have gone forth wnie Him
without the camp, bearing His réproach, I am despised and
rejected of meu as was our deapyLord when on this earth,
It is less than three
manths sinee I learncd that all sects* are ay abomination in
“the-sight of God, and took my place outsidethem. -Perhaps
nothing has caused such a commotion in the denomination
which I was in (Methodist) as this. I have néarly always
held official (80 ealled) relation§, and during the past six
months have heen State Ageut for the New York Srate S. 8.
Assogjation, ogcupying pulpits from three to seyen,times a
week. It was during this trip among professing Christians
] I was led to see the hollowness'of the whole thing, aud so
take my present position. Quite a number here are in search
of the truth, and I expect will take their place outside.

rejoiced, while »few of us were sad, But thunks be to God
who is a strong hold in the day of trouble, inthe m’ ¢t of the.
awfullest gloom that has pussed ovér ug, unexpeetedly the
ligth broke in, the clouds were dispersed, and all was bright-
ness. Dea~ orother, there urea ¢cw names bere who would
aid you fh sending the truth abroad it they' were able But
gome Work to day for what they eat tomorrow and all are in
debt, and poor, ' for one can say-that if'it is God’s will that
I should ever handle any more mouey a part of the ame will
go as frec as water to aid in the spread of the much ha'ed
truth. —If the Lérd wills T will preach at Bro. Curters hopse
next Sabbath,  Dear Brother, wefind many like Ifeter when
he warmed himsell around the fire. Some confess the Stum-
blingstone is trutfi, but when persecution is hurled on me und
i d Jolrnson, nd otlere theo L bur, o fl 2o
g ak R . J opularity 18 Kil
ands. 1 give you the names of famiiies who love
the Stumblingstone  W. € Humil, Chulatinee, Clgburne co.
Henry Abercrombie, Christiana, Randolph Co.; Reuben Curter,
Sarab C. Phillips, Delta; Clay Co. We greatly desire when
you all meet ut your canp mectings that the whole band of
brethren and sisters offer & specislprayer to God in our behallf
Oh how gladly we would assamble with you in such meetings,
Besure our weak petitions will be offured in your behalf,
M. C. Carley.

Stockville, Buncombe co., North Carolina.

L. H. Johnson, I have receieved your package of papers- The
peo)ie are reading them wit} intense intercst, both in the
churehes and out.  All speuk in the highest praisé of youf
gentin ents, und doctrines, except those who have mWETo 8ect-
arian religion than christian holiness., And all see the grent
cesspool und slough ofdespond into which the human church.
es have been plunged by hypocriay and, wickedyess, I gould
give you many instances if it was necessory, in  which the
grossest crimes and immaorality have heen commitsed by min-
isters and members, of the differem denominations, and their
black crimes hid aud smuggled, and themselves and their
crimes uphild aud defended by the churehes.

A preacher, no doubt a miuister of God, attempted to expel
from his church a number of bad members whose guilt was cs-
tablished beyond contradiction but the ¢hureh rallied and for
bade him; and he being outfianked and outnumbered by the
devil's crew, fell back and fled from his charge. ’

If a morul and religious reformation is not ¢ffected goon, |-

this whole country will be precipitated tv one mass of chotic
ruint- The hypoctites in these churches-have ledin this grest
downfall. They are sure enough the children of hell  They
c’aim that they are sanetified and eannot_sin They pray ong
pra:ers, and shout and proclaim their zood deeds from the
bouse tops, when they do no good deeds, and they sefuble not
at the same tim | to commit the devil’s meanest crimes, such
as adultery, cheatingand lying.  One who iz =« great shouter
ay cump-meetings attempred to coinmit & disbolical outrage on
the person of a young lady. spends his time mostly in lying,
tattling and stirring steife’ in hig community, went into opou
court and swore to g willful and malicious 1L,ig to save the rep

utation anl shield from punishment x well kiiown thief who
was a mrmber of the church. “ButI must stop, Icould write'
a week. M:y God speed you'on in the christian’s despised
way, You have somerysponding hearts here, All have not
bowed the knee to Baal, -

Theabove is from « brother whose business profession gives

him exteunsive and acearate knowledge of the people.  Ed.

Loag Lvel Mixch 25k, 1878, Yorkeco., Pennsylvania.

Dear Brother Johuidon, I recieved your ever weleome Jittle

paper and wasglad to hear from you. [- will give Yowran ex-
tract from the Messenger, by Bishop Dubbs of Qhio.=

(Hoffer spoken of below, T knew perssnally to be a trus mins

ister of God, and not of men. Editor Stumblingsfone.)

Bushop Dubbs: “The 80 called Hofferism has done much mis-
chiefin York county and will douhtless prove the ruin and de:
structinu ofmany seuls,
tended reformer, nowv dead, used'to hold mectings in this par:

-

J household aud all that are i

A Joicéd and made joy#

I appreciate the work you are engaged in, and wish much

| to aid you in it ; bui 1 am very poor, earning just enough to
keep my family, by being prudent. fam asking -our ‘Father
" y g

8

i ¢ would please gi o g somé money that I might use

for His glory. If He sends me any I shall not forget you.
If you have any back numbers, I would like a rew copies to
distribute. I bid you God speed in speaking the truth Soon
| this turmoil will cease, and vufdear Lord will come again
" totake usto Himseif. God is gatheriug out his dear ehil-
dren from these systems of men.” To*Him be all praise—He
only is worthy Yours in Him who has mado us one,

| A A. F. Cowles.

, Fairmount, Grant ¢0., Indiana, May 18th, 1878.
ar Brothef Lyman Johnsdi have just received the

De

have had a desire for some‘tithb: 5 Vvidit you, and have a
. long talk with you in regard ;‘t‘q&thg’ present condition of
I things pertaining to the churgh of God on earth. I am
; nearly thirty-one yearsold. My folks were Methodists and
; Friends. Ibecame a meniber of the M. E. Church in 1866
j and was a member With them'about wn years, during which
" time I first taught school, and then eutered the law; prac-
tised lasy about six yenrs, and became fully counvinced that-
I could not be a Christian angd a ’awyer both. So about
two years ago,I. gave up wmry biliness entirely, and uuder
the conviction that I onght to give all my time to the work of
the Lord, I have been thus employed sinee that time. 1 was
licensed to preach, and about six months afterward, having
seen so much sin in what they call the chureh, [ asked for
and gceived aletter from themn, since then I have ndt telt
that I could conscienciously belong to any human organization.
L~went to'Lawreuce, Kan., and found several thers who
mourn the sad eoudition of professors, but who, _through
prejudice of education, don’t want to leave what they call
the church, but they heard’some plain talk from me.
However the two most devoted Christians there have left
them. Iam more aud more convinced that she so called
chnrghes are Coing greay harm, J heard 3 Quakerﬁ‘prcaqﬁpz
say lately that the church was the greatest 6néIAy tu the
cause of Christin the world. ™I believe that there is only one
true chureh called ¢ The Churck of God.” Allits moembers
are God’s children, and that they are holy, and do not com.
mitsing ; that all God’s children are His ministers, kings
and priests® All should preach<and exhort and work for
the Lord any way Hetequires. I bslieve they are led by
Hijs dpirit, and do His will and love nothing but Lord and!
man, walk in humility with God, and need not any outward
form or ordinance, buf arec born again and made new
creatures in “Christ Jesus4 are meek and lonely in heart;
they walk in the light of Ghrist and hgar is voice and
know Him and are known of Him. There are many who
are God’s childrén, but whose education causes them to do

-

We are only required to be and.do the Dest we know, und
know the best we cen. Obedience must keep pace with
knowledge. We should have charity, but not indulge sm.1

I am erigaget in the work every day yam greatly blessed
am satisticd with God’'s blessings to me. I have spent
nearly all my means since I quit business. I am now a puur‘
man in this world’s goods, but hepe the, way may open for
me to come to Toleto soon The Lord supplivs all my needs,
I believe the time wery .near. when God’s children will ses
that they should come out of these human organizations,
and meet daily to worship God and do His will. * [ pray for
you. Respectiully, " A M.Roper.

Gibson Statioq,, Q‘;eek~ §a’§i;on; In(}iziu*’.[“cr’ry, May 15.
My dearly beloved BrotherTin ‘C. rist, With all thine
u_Christ Jesus everywhere

Amen. e mvens  F1 A
Glory begtg-,God forevey for a_kuowledge of the whole
truth of the “gloriots gosptl of the”Son’of God. I*am re.
T ‘ﬁMn'fﬁjr bowl tomight' by fHe’ receipt of
t,h_ehStumemgsmnqna.ndf_yom‘ lettera <Q lr that, ¥ cquld be
with you to mget tacg to fage thegse who are conlending for
the “faith 'once deiiv’c‘r%d,‘ to‘thé3 sairit'@’?*’ 0! BJlotuer, m y hcﬁit
15 sick at behtlding the edrrdprion; ignorance and decepion
of this sp-called Christian age and nation.. 0! what living

A man by the name of Hoffer, a fn"e-‘ _death reigng eg'e;y)}'hq;-rq—pao})lg ,calted Christigos stagger-

[N § .

t ignorancethe blmdrleading the=blind.

and act a8 they would not if -they had different kuo\vledgel

There is- none with
whom we can meet tg speak a word of comfort or instruge
tiony My continual prayerito €odis for Him to lead usintg
the presence of some of Higs dea ¢ehildren, Nevertheless,
Oprmy'God, Thy will be done. God'is with us, and_ that ig
more than all them that be against us

I have had a Wwonderful experience, Brother, .aid most
glorious to-enjoy has been my experience in this Territéry,
Lost-beyond all hope of recovery, sunk, in despair—given
up to do Satan’s work of every description, and was doing
it with all my powers, and then te be chosen of:God a vesse
of mercy. O, love beyond degree. Conquered by léve,
humiliated to the lowest extent, I fell upen the earth,
kissed, the ground in the absence of the feet of Jesus, and
covered my head with dust. O, how I worked night and
day being “led by the Spirit” My earthly dependencies
(property. etc.) God has been steadily puiling out fron,

j under ye and teaching me to trust in Him for everything.

O; how the world does hate Jesus and his, genuine truth,
What per. ecution it raises. We “(myself and wife) "have
been cast out and condemned until God had to take us AWAE
from the entire community in which we lived when He
called us. Glory to His name forever. What awful Lea
have been started, and we toiling all the tirae for the poor,
sick andlistressed-of their own race. Brother, I am Lagp.
footed and coatless for the name of JESUS. Bless His name
forever. ¢ Love thy neighbor as thyseM.” Q! what™ trime
ming down of self-crucyfying dying tothe wurld. * Ese
caped the corruption in the world through lust,” killed :aud
made alive forever. Amen,

Blessed bs the Lord for the Stumbling-stone. It tore oy
eyes open never more to be shut. From a child I was ine
pressed with the thought that [ should give my.elf to Ged
in a special manner. My first reading of the Mew- Tgsta
ment showed-me that Something was wrong and then came
in the Stumbling-stone to settle the convictién, Praise the
Lord I trust ¥im for every promise, and obey €Very coms
mandment. Abraham’s faith was to know no imposgibllis
ties with God. 1strive Po walk precisely in his tooisteps,
that righteousness may be imputed-to me a 03 and Paul
saysthati shall be. Notice this, Brother, and see If I am
not right. *‘Iftherafore ye have not been faithtul with the
unrightepus Mammeon, who will -commit to your trust the
true riches? ** (Jesus). Sell that ye have and give alms,
Give to every man that asketh of thee, &c. Now that
means the putting away of all bur property before we can
receive the baptiam of the Holy Ghost with fire—10 be €N~
dued with POWER like the disciples on the day of Pente.
cost—thus rendering us ablé to face all maiiner .of opposi~
tion and to ba bold witnesses for Jesus everywhere. 1 have
reached that poiut called the ‘““Rest of ‘faith’’ a complete
submission of my will to God in everything. "Thy will be
done, but I lack power. Property all gone—unspotted from
the world—spiritually minded—affection set on things in
Heaven, &c. 1stand where the disciples did when Jesug
said, Peace I leave with you; My peace I give unto you;
let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. Oy
my God, save us until the day of Pentacost. 0, the power,
I want more of God in my religion. Tell me anything thag
will help us on to that state when we shall be ¢ Filleg with
the Spirit.””  As for thesects and false teachers I have seen

everything clear from the first number of the Stumblinge”
stonethat T received. Itis all truth too_true to denysr .
S CITUECH, LI By o "CHTIRe, "flie Hotss of God,” 15 0ne

g CITn
and all the self same thing, O, what delusion abont
churches, houses of God, etc. Thete is only one church, and
it consists of every human being on God’s footstool in whom,
His Spirit dwells, The same is algo the house of God, theg
church of Christ, His body. O, what a unity., The>build~
ing of all these meeting houses is unseriptural—hetter give
the money to the poor in the name of Jesus. What hogea
will ye build unto Me, saith the Lord.\Brother, I o.uld
write all night. O, to see you. If yon visit the West, lot
me know, for I must seg you. T
Brother, I cannot quif, I must write some more,. I will
send some money for the press as svon as I can get hold ot
some. I feel 80 much alone here without guides, whose
faith we might follow. O, for the communiou of the saints,
No sound preaching. I never sit in the hearing of a sound
sermon in my life. Never saw 2 man whom God sent to
preach the gospel in demonstration of the Spirit and of
Powcr. Batthy will, O God, be done. Thou ary able to
hold me up auywhere. God has revealed to me and wit
nessed so many things, when I am reading or thinking on
his word, or even talking about heavenly things. He often.
blesses my when the words are yet in mv mouth, [g makesg
s tremble to hear you refer to the coming ef the great
Jjudge, fer Lknow the wickedness of this generation ; awful,
awful wickedness that is being carried on in these last days
spoken of by the Great Apostle. ““Xor men shall be lovers
of their own selves.”” Covetous, proud, blasﬁhemers, ato
catinot endure sonnd.doctrine, despisers of those that are’:
good, having @ form of godliness etc. O, that my head were
waters, that I might weep over a fallen world: I.. Hanson,

What makes a Sect?

Sectarians dodge the the truth by accusing the
faithiul of being & sect  They call it sectarian to
oppery sects.  Mark this lie of Satan.

Bepuration from wickedn ss does not make g
seet of God’s chureh! Denotneing sects or.any oth-
cr ~in does not divide the righteous!  The fuithtul
¢re not a sect, but are Chris’t unbroken body! It
'8 the devil ouly who calis them a sect, and it ig
the ebict lie he ever told, and succeeds because of
the division which*does exist between tuem and all
his hosts of sin, but whiéh sin has caunsed. )

It one is true to Christ he cannot divide his flock
nor make a sect of his church. A sectis made by’
tuking aname, or an organization or ceremony or
any thing besides rightcousness 6 éhristian char-
ac er, and making this a ground of any separation
or distinction between God’s children. [ I make'
« ytiing besides rightecusuess a ground of ap
séparation whatever in charch relations, or it' I i"‘in»
or indorse such separation cr sect, then I am a secte
arian and guilty of ¢titting Christ’s bedy in two
more guilty thun those who drove the nails and
8pear into his body, although God 'may have meroy
ou those who do it ignorantly, as he did on the orig-
inal murderers of Jesus. ‘
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Second "Coming of Christ.
* DangEroUs TEACHERS, WRESTING SCRIPTURE.
Figurative Teats, Baptéism, Death, Cross, ele;

. That Jegus Christ is literally coming the second
{inie to judge the wprld, and to punish the wicked,
and reward the righteous,-is a.truth just as promi-
fient aid justas important as that he eame the first
time'literally in the flesh, and was.crucified and
literally roseagain. To deny one. is” just as fatal
as'tq deny thé othrer,” becduse it makes the Bible a
lie, ard ‘sets at mAught its. most conspicuons warn-
ing to a guilty-world. -

I 4m constrained by the Holy Spirit and a knowl-
-g'aijge‘of the triith to sound the alarm to all pilgrims
apd to the ungodly also. -

# There are sgme sineere followers: of Jesus who
Kiave' Dbeen *miislead by fulse pedthers dud lying
spiritsp.and have spiritualized away the meaning of
# ldrgre portion ofithe New Testament; so that they
pérveit Atsplgin ‘meaning. I wWantto say first of
allgthat the Biblemever péryerts the ordinary usé of
language $0 as to mislead manl‘{md -Tespevting any
duty or teachifig whatevér. The Béifse ‘of words
commonly used by men to conyey.ldeas is never.
sriolated by Scripture so as to deceive or ~ml_s1ead'._
Tt 15’4 lying spirit always that construés Seriptute

-

read. ‘.
#There'are parables and figures of speech in de-

goribing spiritual things often used, but jusy like!
any Writings, the connection and other -Scripture
Hiakes the meaning plain to every child-of -God.
When a figure or parable is used it is manifest to
any honest redader, just.the same as when used by
dny other writers. God’s children cannot mistake
the literal for the spiritual, «except when they are
made dishonest by pejudice uud false training.
Carnal minds of ¢ourse cmmofo‘undersmnd spiritual
things, yet no important teaching of* the Bible can
be misunderstood except by the wilfully b@md and
dishonest, whe are unwilling to look at plain facts.
" { will take some of the figurative, texts. Jesus
tells us to take his eross.  We know it is not lit-
dral, berause he says the fiesh p_mﬁyeth' nothing,
and tire sense of all his teachings forbidd it, and the
rest of scripture makes it plainly mean simply a
e 4] 3 eath of heart to earthly thinus..
And aliteral cross was no where nsisted on nor
faken by the apostles Just so in regard to the
word death and life; the conmection determines
ﬁla‘ln*fv whether literal or spiritual death aud life is
meant. The main controversy about. figures has
boen on the outward rites of Judaism.

“These were observed, the Pussover, Baptism,
circumecision, days, Vows, z}nd all Je\Vi§h cerelmoni-
als were kept by our Savior and Jewish believere
after Pentecost. -

“But God’s children have never differed about these
rites being anything more than types and snadows,
of nb value without thie substance, and that if we
Have the substance, which is Jesus Christ, that
these can add nothing to him.

It is only the-grossly carnal and false, ungener-
ate, that haveever attached saving importance to
these rites, except as e:_ach couscience so regarded

“them, The apostles did not make any ceremony
whatever a test of character; they did mnot preach
outward rites, nor anything but Cl;l‘}sa as essential
to salvation, although as Jews, and for the sake of
the weak, they did keep and teach Jews to obsgrve
all their rtes, until they should come to the light,
or Christ the substance of all'types stould come in
their hearts by the Holy Spirit.

- But not so was their teachirg ot the first and
stcond literal coming of Christ. Jesus was liter-
ally-born in a manger, literally lived and died on
tie cross and rose again, and literally went up in a
cloud to heaven. To deny thus is to deny the
Lonest meaning of all words and the téstimony ot
all witnesses. And the scriptures teach that just
as Jdrus was resurected so the dead shall be raised, |
and’ju~t-as he went up, 80 he shall come again; and
if the vne was literal the other will be, or else the
words are false and there was nothing literal what-

r.
e,y?lesus frequently spoke of his going away a‘nd
coming again. If one was literal the other was
litéral. By parables and by plain words, and;
every way he taught and warned the people of his
second coming. Purables of the vineyard, of the
virgin< and talents; descriptions of the judgment;

mcabdhat day,.a
that Jove his appearinp-#¥ *

is true indeed, and plainly tanght; and that he
dwells by the spirit in al the faithful. We cannot
mistake all seripture which teaches this. But to
cofifound with this, the literal eoniing, is the lie
and delusion of the devil. The plain meaning. of
words is perverted and believed to make out this
false teaching. If resurection is a spiritual experi-
encé only, then how can they come forth trom
their graves to-a resurecfion of damnation'® It isa
palpable lie. As in Noal’s time they were sur-
prised with terror by a deluge, so says Jesus they
will pe by his second coming. If the deluge -was
literal, the other is literal and full of terror. This
is not true of*any spirittal cowing. The ungodly
mocked_at Pentecost, and they have ever since at
every spiritual coming, ind have trembled only at
the prospect of his literal coming to judge their
guilty souls. There isno terror to the perversély
wicked if any spiritual 8oming. Nor do men need
the warning t6 be also ready, lest they be surprised
by lis" sudden’ appearance, and. the unprepared
shall bey filled with terror and remorse. ‘1t is trix
flirg with words, making a mock of' Scripture, to
say” that, thése terrible warnings of Jesus and

" [Jesus does by the spirit cqme to all true believers | er is on the other side. .Truth the sharp ' + 0 edge

sword i& our only weapon of assault, the : oly Spi
the power that makes it hurt. Tokill wit: sharp co
‘viction is ourintent. To make the false an abhorren

may be saved from them, or what is the main end
we effect, being true witnesses for. Christ before a
world and devils who hate him, which is the high-
est success and glory martyrs ever won. We m;iy
win no converts while we live, yet the faith that
dares to tell and live the hated trgth against the
greatest.odds of discouragement is the most hrilliant
suceess and heroism on earth, and-does more to win
souls to God than all the charm catching revivalists
whe win souls only to decetve them.

Our warfare {s not a literaly debate or play with
words, or a sham fight, or civil disputatien about
difference of opinion. O No, this paper hasnothing
to do with differences of opinion.  Our controversy
is only that of truth and honesty with Lies;Treach-
ery, Hypocrisy, and Guils! It is a fight of Virtue
with Corruption, Righteousness with Sin!{ There is
not'much chance for the courtesies of worldly debate
here! We are indeed gentle and, courteous to those

apostles mean only spiritual outpourings, coming
of tHe-8pirit,into men’s hearts.

I'have 1ot time to nofl®¢ many passages, but one
is gnotigh. Acts 1: 11. The angels who addressed;
the disciples after Jesus ascended and said, “Ye
men of Gallilee, why stand ye gazing up into Reaven,
this saine Jesus, whiclPis taken up from you into
Leaven, shall come in like manner-as ye bhave seen
hin go’into héaven.” This is a plain -matter of
fact statement and declaration which admits 'no
fizure of speech. The ascension was literal, and
the angels positively declare that'just as literal will
be his toming again. The,upostles so understood
it, and also all Christ's teachings, for in-every
epistle they exhort the people to be ready looking
for Lis, coming. They already had -his spiritual
coming and spiritual regurection, yet Paul down
to the end of his life was”looking for a resurection
aud coming of Christ. Just before his death; Paul

who hate us for the truth,- but not that false gentility:
that flatters the guilty, or for ettiquette acts a.lie to
gain their praise and damn their souls! 1f for eivil-
ity we admit a doubt favorable to our, adversaries,-
we betray truth-and virtue and go oyer to' the devil.

DOUBT IS DEFRAT .in a moral controversy.

“Whatsoever is not of faith is sin.” Our assault on,

idolatry, sectisin, church corruption, filse prophets
and all sin has no IF nor PERHAPS in the vocab-

ulary. = We know, and-our oppon +nts know that we

are true, and they are false. There is no chance for

ingogent doubt herel Qurs is a fight of fuith with

unbelief. OQur conviction of truth is ourvital breath!

To waver is to be lost! As confident-that God is

right and his throne will abide, are we that his word

we preach will break our foes in pieces here, or else

grind them to powder in eternity!

says, 2 Tim. 4: <1 have fought a good fight, [ have
finished my course, I have kept the faith; hence
forth there is laid up for me a crown of. righteous-
ness which the Lord théyighteous judgé shall give

nd netme, onl ek .them also

N

“We cannot mistake Piuls words. At theend of
his long"life of ‘wospel work he is looking tor his re-
ward at THAT DAY the last so often spoken of]
from the Judge at HIS “APPEARING,” what ap-
pearing but that every where spoken of? Paul had
Christ formed within, thg.spiritual resurection many
yeurs before. So likewise Peter and all apostles,
had the same Holy Ghost imparting it to others and
yet were looking, and so-exhorted saints, for his ap-
earing in almost every chapter. Jude says he shall
come with ten thousand of his saints. Paul also re-
peatedly, “with flamingfire, to take vengence” ete.
So also 2Pet. 3. And 1John 2: 20 to 28 ver. says
that the Father and Son abide with us, snd  “Now
little chiddren abide in him, that when he shall ap-
pear we may have confidence and not be_ ashamed
before him at his coming.” Here John teaches
Jesus abiding in tbem and Jesus to come, both in
the same text, hence like all Scripture, Christ the
Holy Ghost abiding with us, and Christ the personal
|- mediator. to come as literally as he went, in clouds
-and flaming fire! Peter declares he saw his coming
as it will be, on the mount of transfiguration. 2Pet.
1:'16—18, This cannot ke misunderstood. O, we
cannot without throwing aside the Bible fail to
sound its oft repeated alarm that the burning day
of God is at hand, and that the world is getting
ripe for the awtul harvest of vengence; that Jesus
is to come in terror to take posession of this rebel
world, td execute justice long delayed, to punish
the guilty, with a literal and everlasting punish.
ment! N
I warn against all religious teachers who deny
either the future literal, or the present spiritual

coming and indwelling power of Christ. Both are
equally false and. dishouest or
of the Bible. Those who literalize or spiritualize

Scriptyre contrary to its common sense use of
words are not to be trusted as "religious teachers.

& -

- Our Warfare.
It is not with carnal weapons or flesh and blood,
but is as real, desperate and personal as men ever

declaring that the dead shall rise, the guod to life,
and the bad to damnation, ¢te., the gathering of
the tares and wheat .at theend of the world, such
efidless passages, all pointing to and describing
what is to come, cannot be construed to.mean a
spiritual experience in this life, without _ihlsﬁ,'):ing
all language and making the Bible a lie. That

fought. Not a war on gdbstractions, and imaginary
phantoris, but literal powers of wickedness in men
who-are opposed to God and righteousness.

The False Prophet, the false ministry and church,
and their idolatrous hests with Satan for leader is
on one side; and the faithful few with Jesus for lead-

North Toledo C;mp-Meeting.

North Toledo camp-meeting was held June 26 as
appointed. It being a busy season, we did not
see some whom we expected. But a number came
from a.distance, and a. considerable number fromr
certain sectarians to prejudice and keep people
away. To the credit of the people of this plice I
:an say that I never saw at a camp-meeting such,
uniform quietness, attention and good order as atr
this meeting, although we had no police nor regulas
tions of this kind.  Here wherc we live and arc
known sectarian lies have no power to stir up mob
violence or disorder. The outward success of our
meetings was greatly hindered by. our not being
able to mecet evenings, because of the swarms of
Musquitoes from the marshes at this season. Yes
we had many meetings profitable and blessed to pil-
grims; and which had a good effect upon the peo-
ple, opening the way for future efforts of a gospel
which has no sect or selfish ¢nd in view.

e e T o

Covetousness.

Lhiave no confindence in the christian character
of any man who will see a hrother in Christ suffer
for want of focd, shelter, or land on which to Iive,
while he has these blessiigs, nor who will see a
minister of Jesus hindered, while he has means to
help him._ All such so called christians are sure of the
hypocrite’s doom. I speak only ofi*the Lord’s poor,
and the Lord’s ministers. To give to hirelings and
to those who will not work when they are able, is
to give to the dévil. Butto withold from the worthy
in need, is to rob God, and to commit a sin as vile’
as murder, and of the same nature.
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§&7"All who send for this paper without paying, will re-
ceive it free so long as the funds contributed by others issuf-
ficient. Thelaw constitates these subscribers who consent
to have others pay their subscription for them. So while we
comply with the pbstal law stricly, the paper is virtully as
free as ever. 'There is an effort made in violation of postal

blind readirs §1aw and the just liberties of American citizens, to throw this

paper out of the regular privileges cf the mails. But there
is & Mighty God against whom che low tricks of politicians
and their ecelesiastical consorts cannot prevail

TOOR EAST o
T expect if it please God, to attend a camp-meeting in Penn-
sylva nia, York co. in Audguas . &snd a gzo:ge .nieeting in
rsey at Kingswoo unterdon ¢o.. -
Now Je Xlgo at theginvitation of Bre. 1. M. King will spend
Sabbath Aug. at Brooklyn New vork. thence to
Mass. and to Binghampten,  then to Ithaca,
tlien to Wayne, Monroe, and Niagara counties, homeward.
T would be glad to hear frora brethren on this route before

starting. X . . . )
91 can%lot fix the dates, nor decide fully untill I hear fiirther

from brethren.
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to themselves and all others by a view oftheir guilt rs
that they may repent if thereis hope, or that others

.



