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Hierarchical Nihilism Xested. 
Ecclesiastical Popes and Lords in Guilty 

Terror and Alarm. 
TbG Free Methodist bf_Juno«l8, has a long ai-ticle by 

«C. E. Harrouii, Jr .^ Ireaded Nihilism, ^Nothiag-isTn)"m 
which he compares those who rcjeot rnan-inade churches 
and's tand alone by fitich i'n Jesu,-! lo the  ISTihilists and 
and Comii\unists wlio would destroy all earthly gov­
ernments and promote anarchy and ruin. 
* Tliis is a desperate charge, .-ind britig.s the direct 

issue bit'ore the people biitvve ft sect organisms, and 
God's oraau.ism the body ot Cnns t .  

C. E .  flarrouu says; ' 
" T h e  same diabolical (devllisby-spirit which is curs­

ing the civil .society o f  both Europe and America has 
also bi-eatiied its fume§ upon the  chUrch." 

This is a sample of  Eree Methodist sweetness who 
so bitterly. Condemn oiir sourness. 1 aecupt-the issue 
thus stated. Jnsc what the Nihilisis of Eui'ope are to  
legitimate, civil'government, .l-am and alUoL uiv^faith 

•have usurped the place o'f Ciirist and lord i t  over G j d  
^heritage. 

1 will state the ditftireoce between us and ilie politi­
cal Nihilists. They are opposed to  all j u s t  government 
and aathority in civil a'fl'uirs; we are opposed only t o  
"lords oyer c.onscieuce, t o  pol'itical rulers in spiii iual 
%ifairs, man's  earthly governments siibstituted lor 
Christ 's s'piritual governs en t  which lias no authority 
"but t ru th  and r ight  over conscience. We oppose 
popery and antichrist, all self-constituted or  man ap­
pointed church iiuthority, sincc in' t ruth only Chris t  is  

' l o r d  of  eac/h individual conscience! by his trutii. and 
•righteousness. 

W e  believe in civil governments, and terfch obedience 
t o  tl){;m,-to kings and rulers in trie kngdoms ot this 
world tiven Avhen unjust  and  oppressive, and condemn 
^kll'acts o f  disloyalty .and insitbordinatiori whatever, ex­
cept  it  be lor conscience, and then we' should^ patiently 
feutfer and never resist. Our  t each ing i s  jus t  the oppo-
's i te 'of  Nihilism under earthly goverumen'ls which God 
"has ordained. I t  is only the .bases t ' ca lumny  to  asso-
'ciate us with such out-la]wS. Furthei'more We are not 
opposed t o  God-ordaihed and constituted church gov­
ernment. Tht'? whole drift o f  C. E> Harroan''s article 

'insinuating our insubofdihation to any authority whicli 
God has eS^'presslv san'ctioncd in his church is a slan­
derous falsehood uttered through culpable igncrance, if 
no't maliciously. 

twelve special eye witnesses'^of his worKs and teachings 
which have no successors, a M  are not  needed now. 

W h e n  Judas  fell, and Petijr and the others appointed 
Matthias to* take l̂ is place,< they acted on their^ovKn 
responsibility as men, wil|[out any command from 
Christ, and we have the reciird ol their  act  what  they  
did, and i t  was in accordancle with ' the  facts, for Mat­
thias was a witness from thcftegining, o f  Christ 's words 
and acts', and this had the luthority o f  their indorse­
ment. Ju,st the  same as i l j ,  and brethren with me, 
should indorse another brofher whom we know as a 
true witness with  us pf  auy ' important  facts, or'  a true 
min-ister of  spiritual things. iThis  is all right.  Oui- in­
dorsement o^'a brother wijl hav-e weight with all t he  
chnrchvwho know us and h-̂ iye confidence in î s. 

They  supposed the nunilfer twelve must  be made 
good b y  appointing M a t t h i p  witii their number. Bu t  
they clainled i io  divine comfjiand for s(̂  doing, anymore  
than for any other  rtct which they supposed to' be I'ea-
Sonable. W e  have no accojfrit further ot Matthias, nor 
do we have any other such ;ni instance o f  any appoint­
ment by men of  witnesses t )  facts, much less any ap­
pointment to  the ministry of God. To  take this in­
stance o f  man's  appoinimpMl of  an associate witness 
and. fellow-laborer in the gospel, as authority for an in­
stitution o f  a religious gov |^nnent  by man to bring the  
whole chui'fih-into subjection t o  would-be lords and 
h(?ad8 of a political jurisdii^tion like civil courts is a 
monstrous outrage and pei \  i'rsiou o f  Scripture. 

1. " Acts 1: 21-22. flpre Pc(w and the disciples detorniined 
Uiat none should be  ordained ti/tlie apostleship except iie liad 
been continually -vfitli them fi;i?in tlie beghiniug. I 'liey eVen 
wen t  furtlier. They even doe^fed by seluction tha t  i t  should 
be  onV'of a certain two. N o  Hiance of a self-appointnient 
here: 'I'hen having lixed on fh« two, one of wliifh should be 
seloc'ttd, they proceeded to cast lots, and the  lo t  fell on .Mat­
thias and he \vjis"nuuiiiered •the ejeven apostles. So  tlie 
apostle whom t h e  Lord did not  ordain -vviiile i n  the flesh, those 
wUQin he did ordam, ordained fiiui. Tiius the t w d v e  apostles 
were all (frdained. 

" N o  chance foj self-appointment nor t M  
!r, bu t  the apoirfes themselves oy \ i r tu i i  ol 

So says thi / ad 

A N S W K U .  
Lurd''s either 
their ord^ination, ordained Jiinother." 
A'ocate o f  human hierarchy. ' 

His reastSning is preciseMtliat o f  R o m e  for XM apos­
tolic succession. I wouldjpk  i f  he has had 1.6ly hands 
laid on !iim in regular su(^s.fiou from bt.^'"Peter ? 1 
question his eccla»iaslic|f|i'Bdigree. Wl.jit  abiurdity 

course his successor down the  line of^'^/iilers by divine 
right. I t  was tliis doctrine of  h aman ordmation' 
together "with other Jewish custODjs and sacraments 
which built the ILomau pap^acy. young F. iM. aspi­
rants build the daughter  o A n e  old  liarlot. 

But' there is notnmg ni this sc.ipture t ha t  authorizes 
eccle8ia.-5tieal establisnment.', or ecclesiastical rings by 
men. There is no account of  Jesus ordaining auy sacu 
spiritual lords, nor permitting them to ordam success­
ors. Jesus never perl'ormijd an ordination ceremony 
nor did the apostles ordaiji^ Matthias. This is all pure 
guess work to  burld a damnable hierarchy. The a p o s ­
tles were chosen, j u s t  as  ever} minister and older now 
is chosen , directly b y  Jesus (Jhrist wi iu .no  human 
authority betiveeii. I t  don't say they ordained Mat­
thias at all. But  it^'Goes say thwt he was already et]ual 
to  tliem as a witn^e'ss and a disciple of Jesus  Jniviug 
been with them Irom the  beginning. A n d  their choice 
o f  Matthias Iroui other witnesses to iliake the nituilier 
twelve good, -vyas a mere act of  the disciples tliem-
selves, Irail men before they had  received the Holy 
Ghost,  j,nd only jus t  before P e t e r  h a d  
denied J'jgits totally, and every pne  of  them had for­
sook hVm and fled. This act Jias no more authority for 
us to m a t e  8 bishop than when they made.the mistake 
oiily j u s t  before o.' denying ttie.r m'aster. 
I d e y  yero tooauy ignorant ox Christ's cliurch, t h a t  i t  
was anything more than J udaism; for e ight  years after 

Ail the members of  Christ 's body are in subjection to j'tbe Hoiy Ghost came they would not ha^e gone to ea t  
'each other for reproof, correction and ihstrnctioii nndor with a Gentile, excej^t lor.a special vision ot a sheet let 
Christ  t h e ^ e a d ,  and all o f  God''s elders and minister's 
recognized a.s such, are obeyed in all they teach and 
command .which is seen to  be in accordaiice with 'Jhrist 
the 'he id. 

I t . is  only 'by culpable ignorance of our writir.gs t ha t  
he  ccald assume tiiat we are opposed to  -any ju s t  
church authority. W e  teach tha t  when J(,sus Christ 
nais an elder, 01" apostle, or pastor, the sheep all kiiow 
bim. John 10: 2-5. So Jesus si^s,  and we believe his 
elders lay  no burdens on the sheep grievious t o  be 
borne, / f he i r  words are only the  words o f  Christ, so 
understood by all, and hence joyfully obeyed. Wher­
ever Christ has t rue  disciples, he has some true shep­
herds, or a t  -least himself has promised to  be with 
them. 

W e  believe in the church organization described in 
,1 Cor. 12, in E p h  4, and in ihe Ac t s  of  the  apostles, 
and elsev?here in t he  N e w  Testament.  B u t  wo do not-

'believe 111 any'Such organization as constitutes ev t ry  
exist ing sect. 

W e  don' t  belieVe 'what we  don' t  find in  Scripture, 
t h a t  men, whether christian men or otherwise, can by 

Jagreeineht organize or make a church o f  Christ  as every 
existing*sect pretenas.  

W e  read in Scri|iture that  Jesus  called men to be,his 
'specials-witnesses^/twelve in number, besides'  many 
others to"'be his_ apostles and ministers, pastors, evan-

..^eli^ts, elders,-etc. W e  believe he call s'.all his niiiiis-
"'ters and eiders to-day j.'ist as he did 

Peter ' s  mistaKcs, o r  good deeds, the basis of his or  any 
other man's  lordship in place of  Jesus  Christ  the  only 
head o'f every believer. 

J u s t  as fast as the  apostles showed a knowledge of 
Christ 's dispensation they are our authority and no  fur­
ther. They dirl conl'ess their  ignorance maii'y years a l te r  
Pentecost  o f  the distinction between Judaism- and  
Christianity until t he  Holy  Ghost revealed that  distinc­
tion and broke down the partition wall between the 
outward Judaism and the spiritual organism o f  Christ  
which stands oy I'aith. ' 

1 tielieve the record n̂ Acts  30, 11, 15, and 21 chap-' 
ters, also Hebrews, etc., declaring tlleii' ignorance and 
final knowle^Jge by aptcial revelations of t h e .  end,of 
the typical institutions o f  Moses and .of the earthly or­
ganism. The  apostles are authority in wh^tel'e'r thev-
oommanded or  declared to  be irotii God, but  wha t  they 
practiced u n d t r  Judaism, pertaining to. the outward 
church is n "  authoii ty t o  u's. 

Because eleven men c.hoose a twelvth to  accompany 
them is no prool tha t  th"y have made iiim a bishop, o r  
tlfat they are organized like every sect with i ts bishops, 
chairmen, secretaryj'^tc. I f  eleven iwighbors should' 
choose a twelvth t6 'h^rd their  ©a t t l eo rdo  their  thre>h-' 
ing would t h a t  prove any orgaiiijsation with i ts officers ? 
I f  eleven men should camp in t h e  w'o.o.ds and  should in­
vite a twelvth to c.amp with them does t h a t  prove, a ' 
society organized wi,lh its presidents and vice-presi­
dents ^ Jt I should see eleven hogs_or slieep running 
logether and a twelvth should be  Ridded to  their number  . 
with thei^'consent woukl t ha t  prove tha t  taan had  or- ' 
gauized/thi ;m into a society wi th  officers d i l y  ap­
pointed-' 

Olfff wha t  I'ogi^; s ' 'ctaria»ism employs l o  bitild i t s  
pri^tSt-Craft! 

APPOIXTMES 'X O P  B E A C O N S .  

Tfic seven deacons were selected b.V t h f  innltitude of 
the  discipli'S, b u t  they Were solemflly set  apar t  by  the l a y i n g *  
on of lumds ol! the  apostk-s., fSo i t  is evident t ha t  the simple 
choice o f  the Seven bv  tl^e UiSciples was  not  sntlieieiit." (Acts  
4: 5-0.) ' 

Answer. The church existed before deacons, hence 
these were no |)art of tlm church organization. They  
were simply men appointed in t rus t  of* funds for t h e  
poor and needy, as a temporary necessity. I f  several 
o^'us should ask a brotiier or  two to take care of Oni'r 
uioiiev and see tha t  i t  is s^iven to  vironer persons,.would 

prove tliat all Cln'istians must iiave deacons to- t a k e  
care of  their money ? or t ha t  there must be a society 
with deacons .made by man'? VV hat argument to  i'asten 
man's traditions on believei's! 

They ]>rayed for these deacons and layed hands on. 
them. Yes, and they likewise layed hands on the sick, 
and prayed for them too, and on every body t h a t  had,  
need o f  special blessings and gifts. Does tha t  pro.y.e 
that  ecclesiastical authority was thus conferred';:' 
W h a t  a stretch'oi  words to  prove priest-craft!  

Laying an of  h.ands was simjjly J^ewish custom in  
connection with prayer  for blessings on any body.. I t  
conferred no authority bu t  mei'ely signified t he  faith 
and g'ood will oftho.-^e who l.iyed on their  hands^ and, 
had efficacy only as thei^ faith liad power with God t o  
bless the sick or ahy^body on whom hands were laid. 
I t  was all right, and is proper now ftu- any brother to  
pray, for another brother and lay hands on him, and if 
he has faith with God there is power in it  to  b.less the  

"person on whom hands are laid. T h a t  is all there is of 
it. Nothing more can be proved from Scriptwe. B u t  
tha t  i t  conferred any official auJior i ty  on any body can, 
be proved from Scripture to be a lie. 

I t  is nothing bu t  papal  superstition t ha t  the laying 
on ot hands confers any sacredot 1 dignity. I t  was 
only an act o f  faith by wliich God conferred blessings,,* 
whether  upon the  sick or upon deacons and elders who 
needed'his grace, j u s t  precisely a's now'blessings are 
conferred in, answer to prayer b y  one 'brotjier up.on-an--
other brother. 

down trom heaven. 
Because P e t e r  and the rest  thought  i t  bes t  to make 

the Jewish sacred number twelve good is no more 
aiitli'ority for us  than the circumciision and Judaism 
ll^yHill continued to  practice. Because John Wesley 
buiit 4 fence around his cow pasture is jtist as weighty 
an aVg^ieinent for a church organization uy man as-that 
any accj of  Pe te r  or tlfe other apostles before the Spirit 
came. , 

The  apostles had  no more r ight  to  make bishops or 
elders Oi'' laws for God's ctiurch than pope Pius ,  or card­
inal McClosksy, or P .  T. Barnum. I'liere is b u t  one 
law-gjvei^" A n d  we are to follow the apostles only as  
we see th'&t they followed Christ, jus t  ..as we would fol­
low any o^her godly men. 

" CALL H O  M A N  MASTEK," is our master 's comm'and.. 
The  apostles themi^elves claimed no'power to  create any 
authority iî  religious matters.  

" i f  I or tl'jD angel trom heaven preach any other gos­
pel than  ye paxe received, let him be accuised." They  
nad no moreU'ight to  step i n  between the believer and 
Jesus Chr is tkhan I have, nor the  devil has. The  apos­
tles were not.poijes, nor did they; claim t o  be. They ,  
were brethren! hav ing  no more authority than  any other 
paint ot God tp,-day,'except only as we  see' thalT" thoy 

•had rilo're trutff and the Spirit o f  truth.  Josus ha^ cu t '  
us off from" G'allj&g i h e m - o r  ally o ther  m a n  O.UIJ inaster. 
" Call no man ifiaste}-." Ajid he is an infamous* tool-ot' 

StrBJECTlDN OF PETER T0-,5'nE CHJETRCII. 
3. " .'fhe record of Acts  xi., 1-18 shows t h a t  even P e t e r  w;as 

no t  exempt  froin an  official scrutiny of his ministerial conduct.  
Peter , . far  from mmifes t ing  anything like a spirit 'of insiiboidir 
nation, calmly reliearsed t h e  whole ma t t e r  of his going to  t h e  
house of Cornelius aiid preaching t he  g o ^ e l  t o  him and his. 
house. "When t he  afiostles and bre thren  lieard Kis s ta tement  
they officially approved of liis course. verso T«." 

then, except the ahti-ohrist -svho | rould make Peter  or 

1 

bee verse X8.'' 

Answer. W h a t  a plea  is this  -frOm P'eter's s-sibmis-
sion to  rebukes and  reproofs o f  brethi'en, to use i a  

•proof t h a t  we are stubborn because we won' t  kiss the  
tSe'^of sectarian popes, and man created chur^eh lords !. 
A child can see the subt i le ty o f  this reas,oning. 

B u t  this instance proves jus.t the opposite t o  •w;hat 
the writer intends. Pe te r  submitted to  the'reproofs o f  
those who were least in Christ 's  church. H e  did not  

' resent  t he  ignorant brethren who at tempted t o  correct  
w h a t  tliey supposed to be his error. I want '  t o  know 
w h a t  bishop, chairman, or preacher of  Free  Methodisrh 
woukl allow thus  a private member, or  any saint o f  God 
t*o arise in any meeting a t  which they  pi'cside >vith sac-
redofal dignity t o  call in question their  acts ? W h a t  
one oi t h e m  from B. T.  Roberts down to !ord Ed ,  Mat­
thews would not  say to any one who would dare t o  
seprove church 'sin i n  their  meetings. " Y o u  s i r  
DOW]Sr,--WE DO 5 ' H E  PREACHING.,—'CoNFINB y O U E S E L F  
TTJ TESTIMONIES,  T I L L  HO\<R Y O U  P E E L .  W A N T  N O  

EXHOKTA'TIONS H E K E  !" The  lord gods of  F r e e  Meth-
auy accident of  1 odisni would no more submit t o  any reproofs from 



r 

-isaints, especially no t  o f  thpij^ cratl, ^thau the .  pop^-rof 
kKome'would allow a subordinate td set hirf /nHit .  f t  « 

» . . .  TD„.„.. J . . .  bJafility jyh^oh' i k  in<(> 
tio; j s  111 u h i i s t ,  now 

B u t  P e t e r  does illustrate Jilfe 
•every saint  o f  God. N o t  dnfe ivyho; is iii u n n s t ,  iiow-
•ever gift,edy bu t  welcoiSes-'Ye^fool from the le5'st"'ol 

throws the^dooi* o f  every meet­
ing wide open for j u s t  such-repraofnas n a F .  M. nor any 
ottier sectaj'iaji «Jord~ diires "-to™du* - p a d l o c k - *  of 
silence o r  fiubordination is pu t  upon every saiut  o f  God 
in  all me^'ti.n^s presided over by these pe t ty  contempt-, 
ible vioeg«4-e»ts'T34«God'~Aiariglny wlicrsit-irflii^ sSSt iff 
t h e F .  IL,. and  ev.ery sect. "No man cfiu dispute this 
wi t j iout  fiilsehood .a« aU well know. Hence the whole 
o f  the above scripture applies only to  them and'to none 
who have^.c-ooie .ou,t o f  Mect<s. 

Becaut^e JPeter w.as I'ight was his only ground of 
authority, .feo in .all church government. Tiierefore in 
Christ'.s .cinaxcli i t , the least  br'other thinks the elders are 
wrong they  are tree to reprove and correct them, or de­
mand  o.t ktlî eJn an e.Xjplanution for their  course. B u t  ev­
ery sect auts olf this liberty, and walls in the ecclesias­
tics Avith "ail tj^ieir corruption so that  no faithful reproof 
can rea,ch them 

I?AUL A X ®  BAEKABAS ORDAINED. 
4. I n  Acts  -xiii., ^\e leurn t h a t  Grod h a d  si^ecial work  for 

P a u l  And Efla-iiabas- t o  perform. B u t  they  were no t  onlv 
cAlled • ito .tbis wtfrk .by the  Holy  (xhost, b u t  t he  Ho ly  Ghost 

^ said to  t he  prophets and  teacbjars in the  church a t  Antlocli, 
* ^ Sepuriitc ruG JiDCl Stiul i o r  the ">vork whcrcuiito i 

have culled t l iem/ '  (Verde2.)  Tliis they proceeded to do b y  
fasting a n d  p r a j e r  a n d  .the laying ou of hands. • " A n d  when 
t h e y  h a d  fasteil and  prayod and Jaid their  hands upon them,  
they.sejit  them ,,aKay." (Verse 3.) I n  this account wo are  
clearly t augh t  tliat the  IloJy Ghost does n o t  call persons t o  
special .vKoxk in  which tiie general  iiiierest of the church is 
mvolvejl, ;mdjgno te  t he  luithority of-t.he church over those 
who  are to  represejit l ier  do/itrines and  spirit. I t  was neces­
sary for t he  c t e c h  t o  send even those wliom the  H o l y  Ghost 
had• 'ca i ied . ' "  ' t 
^ Aiiswei'. The Holy Ghost  speaking tferough Paul  and 
Bai'nab.assaid to the chuix-h set  apar t  .th.ese> men to  go 

• t o  the Gentiles. These men felt the  call of; God and 
-made i t  known to the chnreh. "'If is not  likely t h a t  the 
church found i t  o u t  before P a u h a n d  Barnabas'" did, b u t  
learned o f  their  tesjll through them. . ^ 

1 o  set iipart^ means t o  .consecrate or  dedicat-e b y  
prayer- T h e  players  o f  the other  bi ethren had  ^ a c y  
wi th  God. I t  is the duty  of brethren t o  pray with  a n d  
for each other. The  prayer  o f  consecration to a part ic­
ular work or  du ty  the whole church can unite in. T h  

4 faitli in God o t  brethren for his blessing arid consecra­
tion o f  other brethren has  virtue in it. Special gif ts  
and blessings were conferred then, as now also, throuo-h 
t he  faith o f  saints. ' 

The l a j i ng  on o f  hands was simply an act  o f  faith. 
I t  1? only .superstition which regards the virtue as fiow-
through the JiUnds of aj^ostles or elders. I t  was their 
faith in God which contained all the virtue there*was 
and prayer was the channel through which blessiu£--s' 
and gift^flowed from God tp  those who wer6 thus  con-. 

ivery'.^csse' 
i s " ' " - — - « •  

joef>aii^ed I ld | :es5ix f v ^ y  c / h u ^ i  
Acts  XIV., 23, tells iis t h a t  P a u l  and  Barnabas 

" ordained elders in every chnreh;' '  i. e., i n  the  'T;hurChig''tlhit 
ttiey raised u p  a t  J)6i-be, Xy8tr{i,«Ippniujli,-.Vjt,tiocn, Ptijnphili'a, 
Perga,  Attalia^efc. ,  §ee vjrs(is'21-^a.;' ^ I" 

Answer. Yes, they ordained, e lder^ jus t  as P a u l  and 
j3arna;bas were 6rdained which as we tiave Seen con 

TOWd p'^ecclesiastieal powiVsT? biit lio'ns'is'ted only ih 
pi'ayers of consecration and blessing for those whom the  
Holy Ghost  had already made overseers d f  God's church. 
Acts  20 : 28 God says the Holy Ghost i t ade  the  elders 
and all the officers o f  his church. See also 1 Cor. 12: 
28, Eph.  4 :  11, "etc. I believe God, and hence I be­
lieve those t o  be  false teachers who represent them to  
be  in any .part a creation bf human authority. 

How fitting and needful "that the apostles should 
specially pray  for and consecrate by  blessing all whom 
God^had called to  the oversight of his flock. J u s t  so 
now w^ ought to set apar t  by prayer and blesijing every 
servant o f  God who proves himself to be such that  thBy 
may be confirmed and f i t te i . for  their  work. There is 
no.damnable hierarchy or p^riest-craft i n  this text  

T H E  COUN-CIL AT J E R D S A L E I I .  

6. " I n  Acts  xv._ we  learn that certain teacliers w e n t  down 
from Ji idea to Autiooh of Pisidia and t augh t  t h a t  i n  order to 
b e  saved i t  was necessary to  brcircumeised af ter  t he  manner  
of Moses. P a u l  aud  Barnabas contended against them. B u t  
these.self-commissioned teachers persisted in the i r  work 
Final ly  i t  was  deterrahied that  P a u l  and  Barnabas a n d  certain 
otiiers of them should go u p  to Jerusalem and have tlie mat te r  
settled on the  authori ty of the apostles and  elders. He re  is a 
s t rong ease. P a u l  and Baruabjxs. the  churcli a t  Antioch, and 
t he  apostles and  elders a t  .Jerusalem each and  all reeoo-iiize 
the  jurisdiction of the  apostles a n d  elders couceruiu^*' such 
teaching a n d  teachers." ° 

" N otice t he  answer  they  refljrn to  Antioch abou t  the  mat ­
ter;  " F o r  as much as wo have heard t h a t  certain which went  
( they were  no t  sent) out.froniius have t roubled you wi th  
words, subverting your  souls, saying, Ye  mus t  be  circumcised 
and  keep the  law, to whom wSgave no such commandment; '" 
etc. T h e  whole proceeding grows ou t  of recognized author­
ity. Ne i the r  is there a single hint  t h a t  the  proceediuir was  
n o t  approved of God." 

Answer. This was no annunl conference nor estab­
lished hierarchy like every sect organization o f  t he  
day. I t  was simply saints in one locality consulting 
saints o f  another locality a ^ u t  perplexing questions of 
duty. I f  one brother  askf^nother ' s  ^dv ice  or judg-
nent on a question of  duty it does not  prove tha t  he 

iws his conscience to  any human pop's or lord. B y  no 
m e V h s .  This  voluntary consultation a t  Jerusalem was  
no i^ore like the lordships o{ all human organizations in 
religrX^n, t han  when one brother as.ks anothei* brother's 

" " - | rhe  bretli! •en a t  Jerusalem 
before 

help i i ^ x  question o f  duty. -iThe bre 
did not  r i t e  Paul '  or  the  J^daizers 

^citoTauFs words Gal. 1 and 2 chapters "that no 
authority was conferred on him by the laying on of 
hands. He  says : " Paul  an apostle no t  o |  menfnei ther  
by  man, but  b y  Jesus  Christ  and God the Father ,  who 
raised him from the  dead." I believe Pau l  tells the 
t ruth,  and therefore I believe all those who teach tha t  
his ordination a t  Antioch gave him any ajjostolic 
authority are liars, because i t  contradicts all his express 
declarations in  Gal. 1 and 2 chapters. Also all the 
declarations of  God's Word . tha t  God's ministers are 
are ,not  sent  o f  men nor by men, but  by the Holy  
Ghost,  and the  fact t h a t  they wei;e all fr.ee to obey God  
a n d  not  men in their  work proves that  men-commis­
sioned ministers and all who " h e a p  to themselves 
teachers" are contrary to God'g order. 

W h a t  a wresting of  the words : " They sent t h e m  
away, to construe tha t  i t  means a church commission ! 
When t h e y  had g o t  through with  them and thej- witli 
the  church,-of course they were sent away or in other 
words dismissed. 

When a preacher dismisses or sends his congregation 
away, it  don' t  mean t h a t  they are commissioned t o  
t o  preach. W h e n  after a season o f  prayer and com­
munion I . send a dear brother away with my blessings, 
i t  don ' t  mean that  I make  a bishop o f  him. W h e n  I 

» ^ e t  through with a man who has called on me and he 
with^me o f  course I send him away, not  t ha t  I make a 
bishop of  h ^ ,  but  t h a t  I let him go where he wishes t o  
go. I f  I Fee a burglar "in m y  house and  1 send M m  
away  -by showing a revolver, t h a t  don' t  mean that  I 
make a bishop of  him or give him ecclesiastical powers, 
b u t  merely t h a t  I let him go, tha t  is all. W h a t  rasc.il-

{ity o f  priestcra-ft to wrest these words:  " Th'ey sent  
them away,"  .to support an ecclesiastical commission, 
"and to prove t h a t  a minister mus t  be sent of  man 
besides being sent  of (Sod which m«kes the'. Word  of 
God- a lie. I t  is»true one brother may sometimes go on 
an errand for another brother or for the churcli t o  bear 
a me;isage from them. I may persuade a brother to g o  
with nie^or to go alone on a gospel work, b u t  this d o e s  
p o t  prove tha t  any man nor  body of  men can ever di-
vinely'commission any body to preach the gospe l  o r  
assign them their field of operations. 

P a u l  persuaded t i m o t h y  to abide still a t  Ephesus.  
Tim. 1:  S. H e  could n o t  command T i m o t h y  no r  any 

o ther  sa in t  to s tay or go. B u t  he persuaded Timothy.  
This  shows t h a t  no authority was exercised b y  apos^ 
ties beyond p e r v a s i o n s  and 'suggestions.  Each saint  
was  free,t-o obey God in regard t o  where, when and 
•what t o  preach or  labor for God. There is not  a shadow 

. o f  any instance in  Scripture o f  the authori ty exercised 
"by all Sectarian bodies, t h e  man o f  sin, t o  dictate w h a t  
another 's  gospel  work shall be. P a u l  left Ti tus  in 

^Crete t o  finish t h e  work begun there. J u s t  t he  same as '  
• I leave a brother  to  finish meetings I have bSgun wi th  
^ i m .  I h a v e  begun t o  build a house wi th  another 
^workman, a n d  leave H m  to finisli tKe job. T h i s  lan­
g u a g e  does n o t  prove t h a t  any autho'rity was conferred-' 

on Ti tus  any  more  t h a n  when one workman 

them; as ii' 
B u t  

/IflllUtl 

all cases o f  Ecc 
jarties of Chr, 

: th« 

t o  appear 
isiastical  trial. 
fian's in one pai't o f  the 

vences „ t Q , a  general 

is r ight  for brOrthren in a&y .trouble to consult other 
brethrefi, and th^se  who hsYe the  Holy Spirit can eas­
ily detect the w r ^ g  and  dhow what  is r ight ;  This  

•was all t ha t  was dcme, jus t  ̂  wha t  Christians always 
should do in such am extreirfity. 

I t  was the only inspauce of a general .council in t he  
New Testament. Th^re neVer was such an /)ccasiou 
for it. I t-was needful'f^r the whole church to  declare 
the truth concerning tl e Mrtit ion wall between Judaism 
and Christianity as'abolished. 

To  construe a voluntar^conference and council of 
saints on J particular q u e s t i ^  as a justification for an 
established ecclesiastical tribimal and popery to lord i t  
over conscience like Rome a n d \ l l  her d.aughters, is the  
most dishonest and satanic w r e ^ i n g  o f  scripture t ha t  
ever was resorted to  by false p r o m e t s .  

CONCLUSION. 

7. 

out  o f  h i s  

' ^ " t f t A h e n  first came to  J e ru -
salefti.; the  disciples'Lein^affaidiofehim is said to prove 
he was not  a church-member. W h a t  nonsense. 

no t  a"member of'christ"^s 
o e c a u ^ b f e t h r e t f  "tvho never saw him before 

KnI hVard e v i T o I T . m ^ r r i F - a i 3 ' ' ^ r o - l ) ^ ^  
.iflg, afraid o f  one -w ĥom we don't  know pi^ve he ig boif a 
church-member ^ r 

Noth ing  IS sauraUout  any organization a t  Jerusalem 
01-anywhere else, t h a t  men have t o  join after joining 
Christ, b u t  only disciples themselves. P a u l  sought t o  
join the disciples and not any organism they had made 
bo says Scripture, and he did jo in  them as soon as they  
knew he was'converted, j u s t  a s  I join every gatherinf . J J - - "  ^ 'SVC 
of samts wherever I go  except I am shut out by dam~-
^able sect doors which none ca'n enter  except sect mem­
bers. God s saints jo in  all believers impartially" b u t  
no sect members can, because they  have other 'doors 
other bonds, other,heads and other foundations besides 
Onrist. 

H e  cites a number o f  tex ts  where the word church i s  • 
used, in order to prove church organization. B u t  in n o  
mstance does i t  mean man's  organism, b u t  Christ 's  
body. Man can no mors organize Christ's body than 
he can make Jesus Christ, baints are his body, and-
he budds his own .church. N o  instance in Scripture 
where man made any church. All guessing that  he did'  
ha^s^just the same authority as t h a t  man o.ail make his 

I h e  text  is quoted " The L o i d  added to the church 
daily such as should be saved." The  church to which 
the Lord adds members man cannot add them, unless 
we make those who receive members into societips 
equal with God. The  Bible method o f  j o i n L g  the  
church is by  entering Christ  the door. N o  man can 
open tha t  door._ T h e  pretense is blasphemy. All other 
doors are positively cu t  ofl", John 10: 1-9 Therefore 
any church which we jo in  by  man's arrangements and  
doors besides simply loining Chris t  is of necessity, the  

Jir®, Christ  is not  the  door o f  i t .  
,."1 f is not  o f  God, is necessa-
i i ly  o f  the  devil. Hwrt in  TjUther. 

Finally, he says, t ha t  the  scripture on church disci­
pline requiring t o  turn out  bad members, proves a 
church organization by man. 

I reply the contrary is the truth. There is no church 
organization made b y  man tha t  will allow all bad mem­
bers to be tu^rned out. 

Every sect yokes the  good wi th  -the bad and makes 
discipline impossible. There is no t  one b u t  knows 
t h a t  man s organization prevents discipline. 

church- where there are no human or 
earthly bonds we can easily withdraw and separate 
Irorn all bad members and thus obey God in 2 Cor 6 • 
14-18, which is impossible in any denomination. 

o f  Satan in all pleadings 
-never equalled:'Tor 

ness b j  thc cuniiirig craftiness o f  lawyers and petti-
fogers pleading in the corrupt courts o f  this \yorld. * 

" J I any  otlier items might  b e  cited, 
iudioat'e t he  church in  requiring all  wh 

i!v 
l e a v e s  ".(i-fiiti-]; w h a t  'Jiev h a v e  '?e;'.un to;.":". 

, it tliese will  suffice 
tcviudioafe  t he  church in  requiring all  wh\ i i r eac l i  t he  gospel 
and administer t h e  sacraments of the  ohurcn$to pass a careful 
examination ih doctrines, also touching t h e i r \ p i r i t  a n d  prao-
tioe as well  as the i r  usefulness, and grunt  o r  w i ^ o l d  authori ty  
to do tlie sauie.iis i t  m a y  deem for t he  best  i n W e s t s  of tlie 
'churcli and righteousness. They who are unwilUng to pass 
such examination need straightening u p  either i n \ l i e a d  o r  
heart .  L e t  all t h e  people say amen."  

Answer. The conclusion which 'the writer'  cftews 
from the above scripture tha t  a preacher must  b e \ j n  
subjection to a parliamentary political body and pop^^ 
dom, in respect to  his r ight  to preach the gospel, has  
precisely the same foundation as the claim o f  any Ro­
man pontiff. I t  is the most nions,trous lie tha t  ever per­
verted the-word o f  God. The Bible teaches t h a t  every 
minister" God sends his people is independent of\ them, 
and t h a t  the salvation or damnation o f  the  I s r ^ I  of 
God turns on their  reception or rejection o f  his minis­
ters. " Thou shalt say unto them thus saith the Lord,  
whether they will hear or whether t hey  will forbear." 
Ezekiel 2. He  who makes God's ministers subject to 
the will o f  his people is a liar, and the  worst o{ false 
prophets. 

P .  S. While penning the above article I have re­
ceived the  Aug. 1 Fr te  Methodist and fiad another long 
article from^a writer named, iS. V. McVey. / 

Praise God, he is compelling sect builders to  defend 
their craft as never before and thereby eSLpose  ̂ their  
sandy foundations. 

This writer says firsj, the  'Scriptures teach t h a t  we  
may be a member o f  the invisible church, and^ not  of 
t he  visible, and hence be deceived. ' 

I answer, t h a t  this"is a lie, or else Je.^u3 tells a lie 
when he says i t  is a " City set on A hill 'which C A N N O T  
BE HID,—Light  o f  the vyorld,—Living ^fepistles known 
and read o f  all men."" Says P a u l  also. ( H o w  astonish­
ing any one pretending to believe the  & ible should so 
contradict God's word! Jesus has no invisible church 
on earth. Tltere is n o t  a te:^t of  scrigture t h a t  teaches 
tha t  any saint is' invisible. 7 

AcBin, if Christ h a s  a visible cbnron he i s  the door to  
th;it and -il! •.v.';o are in r.Mii are in it;jjfence llieiiplpable 

Fanaticism in " T h e  Good Tidings." 
I n  the A u ^  2, of the Good Tidings for 1883, are two  

articles which show the wildest fanaticism. I know 
whereof I speak from my own knowledge and acquaint­
ance with multitudes of instances in history, and m y  
own observation for the pas t  fifteen years.  

Thej worst peril o f  pilgrims is fanaticism, and when I 
see i t  propping out I shall always expose i t  since i t  is  
Satan's chief means o f  destroying the t ru th  from the  
earth. 

I mean two articles, t he  first is beaded " î Vom P/iws-
ical to Divine Conditions,'" the second is headed " I'he 
Cause o f  Sickness.'''' 

The idea is the same in  both articles that  the  baptism 
o f  the,Spiri t  in its highest perfec'tiou changes our phys­
ical nature into the divine or glorified state as i t  wi i rbe  
in  the  resurrection. The second article makes sickness 
a sin, and teaches the opposite o f  God's word t h a t  
sickness and affliction are a curse and  not  a ble'ssinc, 
and belong, not  to t h e  bes t  saints but  to those who have 
the least .faith and spirituality. I t  would at tr ibute 
sickness and death to  the devil and not  to God t h u s  
making i t  n e c e p a r y  t o  propitiate the  devil's favor and  
no t  God's ; . for  i f  God cannot inflict suffering and death ,  
he cannot give happiness or life. So i t  simply subst i-

*';utes the 'devil  for God. 
I n  John  Wesley's  time thgre were precisely the same 

faiYatics sprung up to  dis tract  the church o f  God, who 
g0 t \E0  holy t ha t  they were never going to die, b u t  
w o u l ^ b e  tran,slated like Enoch and Elijah. 

There was another brood of these deluded victims of 
SataiKiiXTork State  fifty years ago who were so e n ­
tirely sani^ified in body that  all natural passions were 
entirely reiHpved and in their religious gatherings they 
did not  nee(f^o wear any clothing; and their conduct 
was so shamefw tha t  they  were broken up and driven 
out o f  town iV  mob violence. Such an •instance-
occurred in my n ^ i v e  town in York State. 

The  " Oneida Cmrmxmity " was mad^ up of precisely 
this soi'tt)f fanatics w i o  have lived wi th  pi'operty and 
wives in comtaou without marriage. 

Such is the natural  aiid legitimate fruit o f  all t h a t  
teaching o f  sauctifioation\which changes .our physical 
conditions, and gives us g^rifiod bodies while here i n  
the flesh. I t  is all a lie o f  m e  devil, and is dangerous 
t o  honest souls who are brovifiht u^der  i ts  power. I 
know this from sad observatton and experience wi th  
such fanatics in years past.  I t V s  nothing else but  a. 
spiritualistic delusion.- \ \ 
_ T h e  only gospel sense-in whichSpur Bodies are sanc­

tified is t h a t  t hey  are brought  utjderUhe ^ w e r  and con­
trol o f  sanctified soul^. W e  do not  a n  wifh our bodies 
simply because they  are dead and in tobjectioa t o  oui-
renewed minds and  hearts. B u t  the e s sen t^ l  nature of  
i ne  fiesh i- not char.ued, nor the  curse df fin removed 



before literal death  and  resurrectiou." 'Our bodies Nnll 
sicken, sufler and diu literally. And no 'saint  -on' earth 
IS ever so sanctified but  what.lie will suiFer, and  be lia^ 
ble to sickness a a d  dea th ;  nor will he ever become so 
pur^, but  what.fleshly passions will ge t  the> mastery ot 
h im i f  the .devil can got  him.ojf his watch and guard,  o r  
o u t ^ t  the  ouder and prudence o f  decency. 

I t  is not  safe for any saint to .put; himself or  herself 
in the  way ol tempting any. bodily .appetite' -unnecessp,-
rily, for tiiey will soon find the devil is nut  so far.ott'as-
they had  dreamed i f  .they willully expose them-
selv.es to  his charms. 
^ There is a sanctifying power which every, child of 
^ o d  possesses that  is proof  against Satan.so ions  as h e  
I S  in Gad's  order, and is faithful. , 

B u t  " L e t  him tha t  thinketh he . s t ande th  take heed 
lest he fall." This is God!s universal ordar. " Again 
I say unto you watch and pray lest  ye.enter  into temp-
ia,tion." • ^ 
_ N o  swkness or earthly calamity is from.the devil, but  
M all from Goct, visited on our race in consequence of 
!iin it  is true. Sin and Satan are the cause o f  i t  o^ly as 
they are the cause oi a laithlul father 's punishing h i s ,  
wayward child. B u t  i t  is t he  G r e a t  Fa the r  in every 
instance who administers the punishment, and all 
teacing tha t  the  devil does the  punishing for siu is of 
the devil, and i t  is. only the  devil's teachers who teach 
tha t  the devil administers punishment lo r  sin. H e  
loves sin'too vvell to  inflict any sufftjring lor i ts  practice. 
B u t  ho scruples not  to tempi, men t o  sin and t he  woe 
and wrath i t  insures. 

God says " T kill and I make alive, I wound and I 
heal, neither is there any tha t  cai  ̂ deliver out  of  my 
hands.—Vengeance is mine, I will repay saith the 
Lord. W h o m  the  Lord  loveth he chasteneth, and 
scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. I f  we  be with-
^'•^^'•^chastisement we are bastards and n o t  sons ."  

There can be no more false or  fatal doctrine than 
t h a t  which throws God outside arid makes Satan- the 
author o f  suffering or lifo and death; nor the other 
equally false and  fatal idea that, any saints here have 
attained in par t  or entire any glorified physical condi­
tion so as to remove the possibility of  temptation, peril, 
sickness, sufl^ering or literal death. 

Wliat Denomination? 
One who has no t  read this paper very much, asks 

what  denomination w e  belong to ? 
I answer, the same t h a t  Jesus and apostles belonged 

to, and all the holy martyrs, the only denomination 
known in heaven or on earth named after Christ, Eph .  
3 : 15 ; and the only denomination in the Bible approved 
ot God, variously called Ghristians, saints, righteous, 
belie.vei's, children ot God, etc. I f  you can tind any 
other religious denomination approved/of God or not  of 
the devil, I will immediately join t h a t  too, for I am de-

,,terjuJn£d.Jo-belong .to everything in religion * which 

he  will give'tis water  to  drink-which •shall'be"-within 
a.^Vell.of water;  or when he says^we uiust eat his flesh 
and drink his blood, J o h n  6: 52', etc., over which his 
carnal disciples stumbled: or when he comniainded t o  
Bfear his crpss which man,y, as cpnsciengiousjv bear l i ter­
ally as others literally baptize; or  when "Nicodemus 
stumbled a t  the  new birth,^ ov P^ter, took a, l i teral  
sword because Jesus hi^d said: "He* tha t  h^ '̂th no sword 
let him sell his garment  land,buy one.'.' Oh, ' that  men 
could ;understand his meaning when *he",spoke of t ha t  
spiritual baptism or  cleansing six times contrasted,with'  
John  by wat,er, b y  which men arc triilv saved! 

B u t  since Jesus did not  command literal water, I a m  
forbid to  take what  men thiuk'  for his law. I t  'is for  
<{̂ ^us and not  for  men to  tell -^diat Jesus meant  in  his 
command. Anji since he has told us six, times over in, 
Matt.,  Mark, Luke, J o h n  and Acts, and all scripture, 
t h a t  his baptism is of the Spirit and  t h e '  word afid in 
contrast wi th  water  the type and shadow, tha t  is 
enough fqr  me. Jesus does command the law of love 
and unity, and I have no coutidence whatever in t he  
pretense of any who divide his church b y  literal water  
or any other literal r i te which he has not  commanded, 
and when God savs: " T h e  end of the comma,ndmpnt. is 

G o i o V 
I await an answer from any body. I challenge any 

man living t o  show me one religious denomination be­
sides the above alone tha t  is not  o f  the  devil. I will 

printing press and  all my printing mate­
rials,- because I shall have no further use for them if 
othei denomjnationS besides the above are not  all o f  t he  
devil, or in other words are -upproved o f  God. I f  any 
other  d'enomination besides saints sanctified by  faith in 
Christ  arc ot God or not of the  dovil, then i t  follows 
holiness is not  essential, thp one th ing  needful, bu t  
something besides salvation from sin will answer in­
stead, and^hence the Bible is no standard nor authority, 
iherefore I believe in no sect except the righteous, the 
only one approved by  Scripture. 

Q U E S T I O N S  ON ORDINANCES A N S W E R E D .  
A Sister writes:  

_ " D o  I understand that yon d'o not thhik tliat Jesns meant 

tio^ns ® " A l l n a -
There arc some texts  I Aets 2; 38 and  19: 
3. P a u l  asks ceitaiil disciples he  found a t  Ephesus  " U n t o  

w h a t  were ye baptized and they said mito John ' s  b'lntism 

Xow, Brother, while I do no t  understand we  are to be  saved 
b y  works .either b y  baptism o r  a n y  other  M-ork, ye t  if we  hwe 
.lesus \MI1 we  no t  keep his oomamnds, as P e t e r  sa\'s- " V o t  t he  
pntli.ig away oi  tlie t i l th of t he  llesh b u t  t he  auswCT ot 'a  ' o o d  
eonscienoe toward God?"  Again, w e  read t h a t  w e ' a r e  t'o do 
. things ^ whatsoever h e  lias commanded wi thout  miirmer-
mgs and  dispiitings,—that we  all m a y  so submit  ourselves one 
to another  in love t h a t  the^ work  be  n o t  hindered, t h a t  w e  
(•an learn one o± another, till we all come in  the- un i ty  of thfi 
lai th and  of the  knowledge of Oie Son of God. * 

Answer. Fiiist you ask me  if I do no t  think Jesus  
meant water. Of  what  importance is what  I think 
.lesus meant, or  any  other man  Jhinks? Does Jesus  
say w a t e r :  

To teach for  doctrine wha t  meir t^hink is t o  t rample 
on the law of Christ who forbids o u r  teaching the  com­
mandments of men. See Mark  7, 8, etc. I f  Jesus  
says all men must  be baptized literally in water, tha t  
j^ettles it. rhe^e, then, can be no salvation without  lit­
eral water  baptism, and he is false who fellowshins or 
receives as a brother one who,, has noi  been iii literal 
water ,  .Water then saves, 'and is the  ground of unity 
whoever fails to  preach literal water  besides Jesus is a 
false prophet._ Literal water  becomes the  test, and  is 
the dividing lino between the  saints and sinners as i t  is 
now made b y  some in Calhoun County, Mich B u t  I 
o™Christ^° and  not  

On the  other hand i f  Jesns don't  sav water  in his 
command, then no body has a rialrt r-. . a v  it, then I am 

-free to believe he ^ does not  moan water, bu t  only a '  
i^pir:tuai ciein>;n- prc;-:-e!y the sinic a.-< when Tic says 

and when Gpd says: " T h e  end of the commandment is 
charity (or love) out  of a pure heart  and of a good con­
science and of  faith unfeigned." 1 Tim. 1: 5. -Agood  
conscience is simply one which does not  condemn us. 
I f  then this is the  end of the law whp shall cOndemni 
those who have the end of the law'? I f  I have all the  
commana is ^for, whO' shall shake, t he  command 
over m y  head?  iNo ground of unity was ever found in 
outward fleshly rites. Every  damnable sect is mad.e by. 
such tliings. Seven sects exii|t alone "on literal water 
baptism. 

Glory to  God, a l l i t jpes  endl in Clirist and his bap­
tism!, H e  who denies' the sufficiency of this, dcnit;s 
Christ. -

2. Y o u  say i t .was for  all hiitions and not  for  J e w s  
only. I answer, yes, Christ's baptism or  cleansing gos­
pel is for all nations, while all^^types ^nd shadows were 
for  Jews  only. * 

3. Pfiter m Acts 2: 38 commanded to  baptize in  the  
name of Jesus. Certainly, Peter  was a J e w  and kept  
the rites and ceremonies of Moses. Divers  ̂  baptisms 
belonged to  the old law. So says the  apostl'e. and all 
scripture, Hebrews 9: 10 The old tabernacle—which 
stood in meats and drinks and divers baptisms (tuas/t-
i7igs) and carnal ordinances until the time of reforma­
tion." etc. All  the  rites practiced before the death of 
Christ belonged to  the  old and, riot- the new covenant. 
Hebrews 9: 1.7, for  the  new covenant was not  ye t  in 
force. '̂So says the word of (&d, and I believe i t  to be 
true. _ The  time of reformatio^ did not  come till ejght 
years af ter  Pentecost  wljen the door was opened ,to 
Gentiles, and a t  the Council^ fijneteen years af ter  Pen­
tecost Gentiles w | r e  declared^reej bu t  hot  J ews . '  

Baptisms all being in  forcc'4)Cfore the reformation, of 
course all Jewisu believers pr |&iccd them jus t  as they 

'di,d' eiicuHiMrwinnj....Tii.i P o t o r .  
added water  also, because nO.|bpdy forbid it. B u t  h e  
tells us t ha t  i t  was ,a new di^htt t o  h im/when he sa\y 
Cornelius baptized with the ;Iloly Ghost. Then  re­
membered I the words of our Lord hasv he said, John 
indeed baptized with water, t u t  ye shall be baptiziiu 
with the 'Holy Ghost." So' he did not  understana Spir­
itual baptism until af ter  he saw Cornelius baptized, and 
•had baptized him with watbi in his ignorance. J[ be­
lieve Peter ,  and I believe al l  to  be false or ignorant 
teachers who contradict Peter 's  account and mal<;e him 
authority on the  outward rites of Moses when ho con­
fesses his own ignorance up t a t h a t  time of  the suffic­
iency of God's cleansing. " W h a t  God has cleansed 
call not  thovi common." I t  i t  is only priest-craft 
which \yants something for  man to  do, which makes 
Peter 's  ignorance a ground for calling a brother unclean 
whom God has cleansed. I am obliged t o  believe t he  
inspired record of the  fact  that  all the apostles and 
Jewish believers were under  the law of types and 
shadows by Moses for  thir ty  years af ter  Pentecost, as 
saith the  Scripture: Acts 10, l i ,  15 and  .21 chapters. 
Whoever  denies this word of .God is a false teacher or 
deceived b y  priest-(!raft. Gentiles only were freed from 
the law, until the  epistle to  tho- Hebrews exhorts them 
also to  leave the, law of  Moses, th i r ty  years af ter  Pen ­
tecost. 

4. ^ Those disciples whom Paul  found a t  Ephesus 
baptized under John 's  baptism were no other b u t  J'ews, 
for  iio Gentile ever had John's  .baptism. The  dpor had 
not been opened to  Gentiles under John 's  baptism. 
W h y  doir t  brethren read the Scriptures ? I t  don' t  say 
they were baptized the second time with water" bu t  i t  
does say with the  Holy  Gliost. B u t  I am willing t o  
admit  i t  may mean water, which is of no more authority 
than man's guessing. Being-Je-ws i t  is possible they  
were baptized with water  into Christ's^ name as a t  t he  
Pentecost.  

0. You say you don't  mean ^ h a t  wo are saved by 
works, like baptism, etc. 

I answer, if you hold literal water to be Christ's 
command, you must  hold tha t  i t  is essential to  salva­
tion, and you cannot consistently receive any as breth­
ren who are without immersion. Can one who breaks 
God's ^commands be your brotner'? Surely not. I t  
mat te is  not  how full of tho Holy Ghost a brother may 

you have got  to  reject him, and  thereby deny the  
Holy  Ghost, i f  yoji do not  know tha t  he is immersed in 
literal water, and i f  h e  does no teach the  same! O, do 
you not see t ha t  b y  holding these carnal types and 
shadows you do of  necessity deny the Spirit, -and tha t  
salvation which is tho end of all types and shadows ? 

" I f o t  tho pu t t ing  away o f  the tilth -of the  flesh b u t  
answering a good conscience." Oh, how tha t  plain 
t ex t  is wrested t o  build a sect! The  very words of ,Pe­
te r  in  t ha t  text,  1 P e t e r  3: 21, mean jus t  the opposite, 

A GOOD OONSeiJSNCE,  '* 

What- is  agoodcOfascieftce? I t  is a conscience t h a t ' '  
af^proves of what  w'e do: A n  evil cbnscience is S f t  
whmh condemns us I t  don' t  mean a conscience is good 
01 bad  because-wo have knowledge or are io-norant b u t  
only t ha t  we conform or  do not  conform t o  w h a r w ^  
believe tb be right.  " H a p p y  is he t h a t  condemneth 
not  ^imself in t na t  which he allo\Yeth."—He tha t  es-' 
^ e m e t h  anything to be. unclean t o ' h i m  i t  is unclean "• 
One cannot judge  anothei;^ conscience except w W e  
knowlodg9 Tills ,;s -Bible. Those a re  
false teaohers-who make water, o c  any 'outward 'ac t  t h e  
answer oi- caiisj of a good conscionceTexcept as one has 
knowledge of duty.  VV hen one has no knowledge of  a '  
du ty  i t  • cannot make a good conscience t o  do i t  HowJ 
false arc those who teach t h a t  water  baptism or  any '  
other, act  makes or  answers, a good conscience I t  i^ 
no outward th ing  a t  all, but .on!y a hear t  o do all we '  
know a be right. Such.a hear t  water  cannof  make-
but_ only the  Spirit s baptism, or  a^ P e t e r  says no t  t h a t  
which puts  a.vay the  tilth of ' t he  flesh,.'but wMch 
cleanses the inside,- or  gives a good conscience. Our-
conscience is always good when wd do all we 'bel ieve  
Jesus commands whether any other  person sees as w l  
do or  not. Oh what  fools .and blin'd to p u t  
sin on the  outside instead of the  ipside^ He^ 
IS clean whom God has cleansed, and fails i o  d o  
nothing bu t  a pure hear t  approves. T h e  whole effort^ 
of ritualists is to  p u t  the  cleansing outside and  nof  
inside where Gqd puts it, in the approval o f  ones own 
conscience. I t  is only in  maters of righteousno s w l  
can judge one another, and never in those things w l Z h  
•cill cannot see alike for  such things were all a%olishS' 
tT. 1 church day  believes in  tho spiritual cleansing onlv, and shall 
we judge their  conscience to  be evil, when i t  d o X  
condemn them.'? ^ aon  t 

Oh, this popery and aniichrist which l o r L  i t  over? 
those consciecnes which are cleansed b y  the Spirit and  
feel no condoninatiou before God; t o  bfino- them undpi-
bondage flcM). W 

K !v IT 1 GOOD conscience comes from'  
God b y  tho Holy  Spiri t-and b y  faith, and riot f i o m  
fleshly intes which they  know Jesus never  commanded-
(^h?i-f' T to  spirituaUife is this a t tempt  to  brined 
^ g®' thereby distract  
and divide tlie oburch I am glad t ha t  this work i s  
confined t o  sect Babaylon, and does nofaffect  pilo-i-ims' 
seriously outside of Calhoun Co., Mich. P t, m s  

I know tha t  i f  one 'individual alone should declare 
the sufficiency of Christ i t  would clear the  whole worfc 
han^Hf f fo H '^^hilo on ' the other  hand if I f  or the sake of harmony with t ha t  one person 
should submit to  water baptism, foot-washing, and t he  
i assover described in  Luke 22, a wail of  grief and sor-

to guard- against the  false doctrine t ha t  • literal water  
•saves which puts away -the filth of  tho flesh. I t  is not  
literal washing t h a t  savo|, bu t  t ha t  of which i t  is a type, 
•the inward cleansing which alone can ffive us a o-ood 

on-̂ (̂-:en.;e ? .Rea-'! the : c x t .  

low would go up from all the  truest  saint's f rom ISTova 
and from Flor ida t o  f 

upper  rake% to the Gu f,-and from the  Carolinas tfca^^^^ 
ilornia. * -
_ I en thousand a t  least would stumble oyer m y  defec 

tion f rom tho gospel, be confused, g o  back into Baby-
ra, or else go  forward and drop me as a renegade f rom 

tlie Bible faith.  W o r s t  of all, God would drop mo a s  
ho did Judas  Iscariot, for  m y  f a r  worse betrayal of  J e ­
sus b y  wresting his words' to teach a carnal priesthood 
which denies his priesthood, JIAOE N O T  A F T H E  T H E  I i w  
01-̂ A OAKNAL COJIilANBMliNT. Heb. 7: 16. 

No, I say to  the  water  sect in Michiaan and all other  
localities, go on with your  water  god and christ J e s u s  
IS m y  only priest and  Savior in whom I live b y  faith-
the subtauce of all t^pes and  shadows, judged  no m o r e '  
b y  dead works bu t  b y  the  eternal law of  righteousness 
which makes no distinction between one child of God 
and another. 
is IT WATER OK EIGHTUOUSNESS THAT IfAKKS THE 

CHEISTIAK ? 
This is-the-^simple question to  which those drive us 

who teach water to  be the  law of  Christ. T h e  shbtilet-y 
of the  devil in thus making Jesus author of  carnal types  
and a priesthood besides himself which he camo t o  ful­
fill and  abolish, turns  t he  phurch back from t h e  subi 
stance to  shadows f rom fai th t o  sight, f rom the Spirit  
to  t he  flesh, f rom Christ and righteousness to  a li teral 
type and shadow of  the  same. Oh„ what  blasphemy t o  
charge Josus with contradicting the  whole Bible teach­
ing  of faith and salvation as the end o f  thfe typical law 
b y  turning us back  from the glorious substance! 
VV hen we have Christ within us b y  faith, tho.end of t h e  
law, sanctified and  saved fj-om all sin, wha t  foofi and. 
blind to  turn back tb  shadows! " 6, foolish Galatians 
having begun in tho Sj)irit are ye made .perfect in  the '  
flesh 1?--I would they were even cut  off frhich t rouble  
you,—Lot them be accursod." Thus saith the L o r d  
Almighty,  b y  his apostle P a u l  in  Galatians, 1- and 3 
chapters. 

l o u s a y  i t  isrpnly for- conscience, to  lieep his com­
mands, ye t  you cannot find h i s 'words  wittiout m a n ' s '  
additions commanding it, b u t  ho does command no t  to' 
divide his clinrch. W h o  is responsible then for  • 
tho division? ' 

You  know tha t  i t  is not  water  t h a t  makes the  sa in t '  
T h a t  every one is made a christian by  tho Holy Ghost '  
and water  is added afterwards, i f  a t  all. You  know 
that ' thousands 'of  the  truest  saints filled with  the  Holv" 
Ghost never had" literal water, and t o  condemn the i r  
conscience or  to  say tha t  t hey  are incomplete without  a 
priest t o  _ baptise them besides "Christ, is t o  
U-ample Jesus and  his work in  the  dust. D a r e  you d o  
i t  ? P e t e r  could not  withstand God t h a t  he saw in Cor­
nelius, al though in ignorance,he added water  before h e  
remembered wha t  Jesus  had  saili of his baptism: Ac t s  
11: 16, ye t  some now can withstand God in  his childreij 
made  complete in  Christ, and  d e n y  the  worlc of r ight ­
eousness b y  t he  Holy  Spirit which ' they can see! There  
is I i o  escaping this  presumption and. wickednes.s i f  vou 
maiutaiii liiai Je-;ns cpmnianded literal V a t e h  I t  con-



tradricts all the Spirit 's . work in the i'aithful who haye 
no t  had water. A n d  wha t  is the test  ?' W h a t  is i t  
tJiaf makes a ohri|tiaji ?, I s  i t  literal water, or is i t  
" love ou t  of a purfi heart, and  of, a good conscience and  
oXfaith unfeigned," which we see i n  a .brother ' s  life 
wJiich God says is the end of  the commandment? 1 
Tim. 1 : 5 ,  .etc. f f  ,a m a n  haS got  ^afvation he has got  
all t ha t  types and shadows were designed for. 

Christ's Figiiratiye Language; 
> Un to  you i t  is given t o  know the mysteries of the  

k ingdom of God, but  unto others in parables, tha t  seeing 
t]?ey might  not  see, and, hearing they might, not under­
stand."  
, God's plan ^ f  sifting out  the carnally minded, and) 
separating them from his spiritual children is too deep 
for  the  carnal mind ,to iinderstaiirt^ T h e  words of 
Christ  i s  all his teaching of spiritual things ai-e typical, 
b v  parables and figures of speech which none b u t  t he  

'• spiritually minded can understand. ; T h e  carnal mind 
interpret ing all his words literally' are blinded by them. 
I t  is God's design tha t  i t  should be so. Moral ,blind-. 
ijess is the  most terrible, judgment  he visits upoi> the 
g t i l t y  in this life. 
, X will here give a few instances and  show how men 

^tiimble a t  words, stumble a t  th'e stone God has pur­
posely laid for  the  disobedient to  stumble over, the  
stone wh,ich the  builders liave always rejected. 2 P e t .  
2 : 6 - 8 . '  ' ^ ' , 

John  G: Many were following Jesus for  the loaves 
and, fishes, Jei^us told them Ute bread of God is he 
which cometli dowh f rom heaven and giveth life to the 
world, They s a i d E v e r m o r e  give us this bread." 
^esus saul: "• I am tlie bread of life: he t ha t  comet!) t o  
m e  shall never hunger:  and he t ha t  believeth on me  
shall uever thirst." 

" T h e  Jews murmured a t  him because he said I am 
t h e  bread."  'J'hey took his words literally as most of 
his  professed disciples do now, and did not  understand 

• t h a t  he meant to out them off for  their  cariialit^'.and 
•disobedience of heart.  

H o  continued : " No man-can- come to  me except the  
Pat l ie r  which hath  sent me draw him." VVorsa and 
wprse! TJiey-should not only never hunger if"they 
came to him, the bread of heaven, but  they could pot 
come except the Fa the r  draw them! This surely siuiu-
bled them I 
' *Yet Jesus continues,his inexplicable words: ' ' Your  
fathers did eat manna ^nd are dead.—If any raan>oat of 
th is  bread he shall live, and ' the  bread I ^hall give is m y  
flesh." 

" T h e  Jews  therefore strove among Ihemselve.s saying 
H o w  can^this man give .us his flesh to eat?" They were 
ut ter ly  confounded. Jo,sus made hirAself grea,terthan 
their  ia thers ,  %\ho were, dead, while by eating his 
jlesh. they, might  live forever. How conlji- .this b e ?  

I 'J-'hey cOnld not  understa'n':! i-iini aTTy jnore' ulan earna i '  
minds can to-day, who have made seven different sects 
t ry ing  to  baptize as they suppose he commanded. 
Jesus  repeated the  ,samp, blind words in stronger 
terms over and over again. 

Many therefore of his, disciples said i t  is a hard say­
ing  who can hear it, and from t h a t  time went  back 
and  walked no more with him. ^ 
^ Although Jesus said: " I t  is the  Spirit tha t  quicken-

eth;  the  flesh proiiteth nothing: the  words t h a t  ! speak 
unto  you t h e y  are spirit and they  are life." Ye t  
tjies.e carnal disciples would understand him as  speak­
i n g  literally o f  the  flesh, so they left h i m  lO perish 
i n  their  sins. Precisely as many no ,v interpret Christ's 
words about  eating h is  body, unuerstanding only the  
literal body and  the  literal bread, being blinded b y  
tl ieir  carnal minds to  saVing truth. So also afcout 
Ijiteral baptisms and  literal crosses. 
' Jesus  said" to  his disciples on eatirtg the  Passo^fer, 
Luke  22: 19: " T h i s  is m y  body." So thousands un­
ders tand Jesus to  mean lliat the bread of the  Passover 
becomes the  literal body of our Lord when the priest 
firays over it. Luther  contends against Zwingle for  
^his if^ea, while the  latter Held it  to  be his body only 
in ,a  spiritual or typical sense. This  was the  first sad 

split,»of Protestant ism, all because Luther  held^to the  
Superstition of carnal Rome in 'this literal sense of 
Christ 's words. 

Jesus said to  the woman at  the well of  Samaria, 
"..Whosever drinketh of l!he water tha t  I shall give h im 
^hall never thirst .—Thp woman said give me this water 
t h a t  I th i rs t  not  nei ther  come hi ther  to  draw." This  
woman, jns t  like the  majori ty  of sectarians, understood 
h im literally and wanted the  water  to  save her  t he  
trouble of  drawing. B u i  when he told her  of the  wey  
o f  water  within, and proved  his'prophetic power, she be­
lieved with a more t rue  spiritual understanding. 

N e x t  came his disciples and asked, him to eat  t he  
-meat they had  brought.  H e  said: " I have mea t  to eat 
t l ia t  ye-know not of." They wanted to  know i f ^ n y  man 
tadibfonght  h;m meat. J u s t  as all ritualists now whp 
£hink only o f  the-literal eating and literal baptisms. 
* Then they saw the Samaritans coming, and Jesus said: 
" Say 3'e not there four months thSn conieth the har­
vest?—Lift  up. your  eyes and look >on the! fidds ; for, 
they  are white already to  |harvest." I f  modern Chris­
t ians had  heard those word's thej '  would ha re  been for 
buj'ing McCormick's reaper as phiirel^ property, and> 
.would build a sect on wheat harvesting. I t  is a wonder 
tliey don't  think o f  this, the way they general ly treat 
tJhrist 's  words. ' 
J Matt. 16  : 18, Jesus  says to  Peter: "Thou  a r t  Pettir, on 
tli'is rock will I "build m y  church." These w.ords have 
be&i taken,by cariial" Rome as authority for Peter 's 'being 
the  literal rock oh which th'eir church is buil't. ' 

A n d  next'verse, will give unto thee the kej^s o f  the 
Jiingdom of  heaven: and, whatsoevei- tliou sha l t '  bind'on. 
^earthj" etc., have been^taken literally as the ^basis o f  Bi-
erarcliieal pow.er<and authority b y  Rome'arid l ier carn'al 

"Church progeny. 
A n d  the"24th verse Jesus said: " I f  any man will come 

after me, let him deny hiisas jlf and take Mp his cross 

and fqllow tae." I'liis'is one o f  six o'^^more d i p c t  and 
plain commands of  Jesus to take a cross Hnd bear i t  i f  we 
would be his disciples. He bore the literal cross,'and' 
there is six times as muc.ll authoritj^ from Jesus to  beat  
a literal cross as there is for eithetfeet-washing, .(baptism 
or any fleshly supper. Cathplicfe keep tliis 'ordinance; 
Why  don't Protestants "wiio enjoin 6ther rites ? No rea­
son whatever, "cxcept the whims and caprices 6f  Protest­
ant  priestcraft who make tlnjust dis^nctions between 
Christ's supposed ordinances. 

A t  another t im» Jesus said : " Beware tofthe leaven of 
the Pharisees." His  disciples understood him to mean 
the literal leaven o f  br.ead, because they had brought n o  
bread,, and nothing but  nnleavened bread'was allowed b y  

'the lavv during Passover. J u s t  as all carrtal minds, they 
dould ^lot see beyolid legal rites and ceremonies in his 
command. So Jesus rebuliCd them sharply because they 
saw not his spiritual meaning. 

Again, Jesus said: " Destroy this temple and I will 
build i t  again in three days." This the Jews under­
stood of  the literal temple and uQCordingly accused him 
before Pilate o f  speaking against, their temple. 

. Again, Jesus tells Nicodemus of  the New Birth, and 
he though a in!(stei"in Israpl understands only a literal 
birth. And when he said v̂e must be born of  water and 
o f  the-Spirit the same masters in Israel, to-day, under­
stand literal water, jus t  as Nicoderhus understood h liter­
al regeneration., i 

Jesus said to  the mother of  Zebedee's children tha t  
thej 'could have the'bonor of his kingdom i f  they could 
dfink the cup he should drink of 'and be baptized with 
the baptism he snould^'be baptized with. They said they 
could !—Jnst like multitudes of  greater fools to-day, who 
understand only a ritual cup and ^ ritual baptism,-and 
k'l̂ ow nothing of hiŝ  cup of suflering and baptism of  flre 
and of  the Holy Ghost. ^ 

Agnin, Jesus.says that  when we pray we are not  t o  be 
as lij'pocrites, but  to enter our closets and shut the door 
and pray in secret. Many also take this as literally cut­
ting off all social or public prayer which jvould mfj,ke his 
words conflict with his own .example, tind with otlier 
scripture. 

Ag.'iin, when, Jesus speaks of death and life as t he  pen­
alty and reward of  sin and repentance there are those 
who midersta'nd only a literal death and life o f  the flesh, 
and are blind to spiritual states. 

Over against these figurative or  comparative forms of 
speech we ean easily disthiguish the literal commands of 
Christ. 

When he tells us to take no thought for the body 'vvhat 
we shall eat or have for our clothing,—or to sell that,, ye 
hav6 and give alms, to lay not up treasures on _ earth, I 
don't find anj' disposed tcAbuild a sect on the  literal con-
structioVi of-these words. 

Whert-Jesus-tells us big new cbmitSandment in con­
trast wit\i the la,w of  Moscj&, the law .of brothei;ly love 
j o d  nnitv-bajYliiah alUm«a».are known 'as his disciples, 
i. c l c ^ f r t l n ^ T f e r t  b f l ^ ^ t h i r ^ O T T T ' l S S E ^ ^  
command. Where JeSus commands righteous-
liess cmrnal minds mako'-iio hobby of that, l i i s  direct 
t-eachingto seek first his kingdom and righteousness 
is iinheeded,—to be one a9<he and,the Father  are one is 
trampled under foot, to db God's AVill in earth as it  is  
done in heaven, men care not; but  with infinite hj'pqc^risy 
the}' will tear his blei-diug body to pieces in thefrzeal for 
a litdral" water understanding of his great commission t o  
make disciples of  all nations, because of  the A'ords bap-
iizing'ihein, and they know of no other sense in which 
nations can be purified or Vashed exce'pt by the putting 
away the filth of  the literal flesh with this zeal of  the 
Pharisees who make clean'the outside of  t he -cup  and 
platter. 

So a t  another time when Jesus was a t  the table with 
the twelve, and they began to  ask one another who 
should be greatest, Jesus takes a towel and acts the part 
of  a servanfin those daysSwhose business i t  "was to wash 
the master 's feet. Luke.t^lls us all about it, except the  
fetet-washing. 'He tells about the strife among the disci­
ples and that  Jesus rebuked their pride, told them none 
should be lords in his kingdom, but  as he set the exam­
ple and became a servant,, so the_y should be servants to 
one aAother. J o h n  tells IrOw Jesus acted tl^e servant bj' 
leet-waphing, whiuh part  Luke did not  tell because that  
was not  the'lesson nor the design o f  his words to* insti­
tute a lite, but  to teach liumility between "brethren. 

Bu t  now this lesson is, trampled and perverted by 
those w'ho scruple not to lord it  over God's heritage, 
tyrannize over conscience, put a brother down because 
he sees not as they do, an^ rend the body of  Christ  with 
contention for carnal forms, while with hypocritical pre­
tense of-extraordinary Id'W aiVd zeal for Jesus, they bare 
their feet and limbs in a. promiscuous assembly to  do 
pennance over a wash t u b l n  mock humility which would 
put  the blush on the most superstitious and Mind devo­
tee of  Rome! 4 

The poof Cafliolic tha t  eats nb'meat On Friday, con­
fesses to a priest, puts pebbles ill his shoes and wears a 
crucifix, shows more sens j  and understanding of  Scrip­
ture. Oh, that  men,would get the scales ofl; I'rom their 
spiritual eyes! 

— I 11 

T h e  Locality o f  Sin, or Ground o f  Judgment. 
The central error and lie of  Satan by which he causes 

all divisions'among God!s^children is in placing sin and 
holiness-in outward things instead o f  the heart and mo­
tive of  the sinner or  saint. 

The Quaker makes holiness to  consist in -certain cuts • 
of  garment, o f  forms o f  words, stillness, absence of  our 
wills, goirtg by  impressions« and leadings not  ^ ol our­
selves. To  tlie m all is sin which i s  contrary t o  tl^ese 
•Outward tests. 

Ritualists make sanctity to 6onsist«in litei-al water,-lit­
eral bread and wine, various literal observances, and dis*-
tinctions of  days'and other outward things, and sin to^ 
•consist in non-confOi'mity'in these respects. 

Sorn'e teach sin to  consist in eating pork, or  using cer­
tain kinds of vegetation, minerals, medicines, etc. T h e  
whole sectarian world teach completeness in Christ 's 

church to depend on joining.a society men have organ-
izftd, andiience practically'make i t  sin to  stay outside of 
such societies. 

I n  this way all divisions are caused among saints of 
Godj, and hence all confus'iQn and cause of  -spiritual deatk 
to  the church and infidelity through the world. T h e  
tl'uth O'ver against this viial error is that sin and holiness 
depend on no outward thing whatever, bu t  only on the  
state o f  the heart toward .God. 

Where there is;a'heart and a.win to do God's will, 
there can be no sin, nor anything but  t rue holiness. 
This is t h e  whole diflerence between the saint and sinner. 
The only importance o f  any outward act or  condition o f  a 
man is the proof i t  may give tha t  his heartf is right ov' 
wrong. 'He who makes any outward thing whatever a 
sin or  a-virtue except<only as there is proof o f  a wrong 
heart, is a false teacher. To  locate sin or  sacredness in 
outward things, and not  in the manifest motives* of  the  
heart, is to  act the Pharisee and ' the false prophet. 
Prove to  us  tha t  a man love God and i a t e s  unrighteous­
ness, and that  proves tha t  he has. and keeps all obliga-

' tory commandments. N o  law is against him. Who­
ever condemns him for ^o t  observing any command or 
outward thing whatever which others suppose to. be ob­
ligatory, condemn not him but Christ, and are the mani­
fest enemies of God. • 

I t  is the gospel of  Satan alwa,ys, and never the  gospel 
o f  Christ which locates sin in  ;any outward thirtg what­
ever; All the gospel has to  do is with the hearts of 
jnen, and with those things only which test  the heart and 
prove it,^good.-or bad by iini-^ersal conscience. 

^ 
THE,?fO-SEC'l' SECT. 

This is now the conti'adictorjr epithet with which those 
are reproached who repudiate all other religious names, 
and faiths, and churc'nes except tfie dispised Jesus alone., 

A uo-sin-sinner^ a iio-liq^uor-drunkard, a no-steali'n'g-
thief, a no-fraud-imposter, an honest liar, a kind hearted 
murderer, a moral villain, a concordent contradiction i s  
the hardest language which our sanctified Free Metholiist 
tongues .can bend Or twist against us. • ' 

'WqII, •«''e are told that  two negatives destroy one 
another. If, therefore, they tell the t ruth  when they say 
we are a 2V-O-SECT- SKCT, then it  logically follows that  we 
are no sect a t  all. , A nh-secl-seat can be no sect a t  all, i f  
words mean what jhcy 8aJ^ I f  we are 7io sec<, (then we 
cannot be a steel a t  the same time. But  if is impossible 
to tell 'what modern sanctified tongues mean, unless as a 
rule you jus t  i;everso all they say and understand tlieni 
b y  the oposite meaning from their words. The excep­
tion to this rule is when their risings get too much the 

'better of  their sanctification to use hyperbole of  speech, 
then the.y are apt  to  speak what they mean in word's 
which admit of  nodoubt .  ' , 

Jesus Christ i s j io t  the' head.of a sect, but  o f  all God's 
people on earth. Every^ sect is a separation from t h e ^ n e  
body o f  God's people on earth and in heaven. The whole 

o f - t h e -  f a m i l y  o f  God, 
t h e  righteous; and a multitude of divisions.,exist in the 
world and belong, to the world, and sin is the separating 
cause of  every division. Christ's followers are a separa­
tion from the world.only by separation from sin and sin­
ners. I t  is sin iirevery case t ha t  causes division. Who­
ever advocates Or pleads for division except from sin,-
pleads for sin, and  is of  the devil. To  divide the family 
of Chnst ' is  lo cause sin and to practice the .same. 

I f  all on eaith s'jould jojn sects and d'fenqminations ex­
cept one man, and he should abide alone in Christ, t h a t  
m a n  would be the onlytru'e visible church ofCh,rist, and 
would be no sect ;  all others besides would be visibly 
sectarian. ^ Whoever accuses those -yvho refuse all divis­
ions, and abide in Christ alone of  being a sect are jus t  a s  
wicked liars as those who say that Jesus is not  the Son 
of  God, or  as those who sa.y that  a horse is sound when 
they know i t  -is not, or who promise to  pay what the}'' 
never intend to pay. Those who lie about the church of 
.Christ or God's plan of  salvation are a^ much worse liars 
than any who are frauds inf money matters, as the kind-
dom of Christ is more important than worldly property.  

N o t e s  on Letters .  
A brother  f rom Nfiwcastlc wj'ites: 
" There  is more wickcdness than-rlghteousness in t h e  

sects you so strongly oppose. B u t  I*cannot learn from 
Scripture or any other source tha t  i t  is necessarily 
wrong for  Christians t o  •'unk.a or organize t o  aid eacb 
other in carying on the  work of t he  Lord ."  

AnswCT. I f  men are Christians, t ha t  is in Christ ,  
they are already organized and united, and ought  t o  act  
accordinjjly. I f  being in Christ don' t  unite them then  
t h e i r  fai'th is vain, and all a t tempt  to  unite b y  human 
bonds and organisms is hypocrisy. Christians ought  
to  act as such,. and. be united b y  vir tue of being in 
Christ. 

T o  got  tip Other bonds besides Christ only proves 
thoy.,have. no faiflT". '3Y® need to oi'ganize t he  
earthly family -wh^re'natural love exists. H o w  much 
Itss the  family of "Christ! F o r  Christians' therefore t o  
make special bonds o f -un ion  divid-e» ibem'  from all 
other  Christians, hence makes a se.ct, and . treats Je'siis 
with contempt and' tramples on t h a t  law of loVe which 
condemns partiali ty and respect of persons. I m a y  
choose 'to work with one brother  ra ther  than  ahother, 
or  one locality than ahother, b u t  to  form bond.s of  love 
and  uni ty besides Christ, so as to  leave a n y  saints out­
side is to  divide the body o f  Christ, and is a greater  sin 
t h a n  any sect "contains besides. 

Camp-mcctlng-s and Otlier Appointments. ' 
Wednesday,  Augus t  29, t h e r e  wil l  b e  a camp-meeting i n  t h e  

n a m e  o.f Je sus  oulydess than  a ha l f  mile WeSt of Dimlap Sta­
t ion,  Morris Co., Kansas, t o  liold one week. I f  Providence 
permi ts  I cxpectit<^ be  present .  

Dun l ap  iS-ou t h e  Missouri Pacific E .  K. be tween  Junc t i on  
Ci ty  a n d  Empor ia .  L e t  all  w h o  can come w i t h  t en t s  i f  possi­
ble, b u t  come a n y  way, t o  the above and  all t he  free meet ings 
to s tay tTiroiio'h. * 

Als'o, i f  i t  plfease God, I expect  t o  ho ld  a t e n t  o r  camp-meet­
i n g  «at G-uthrie Center, .Outlirie Co., Iowa,  commencing Sept .  
12, AVednestlay, and holding one week .  

Also a eamp-moeting o r  cave meet ing a t  Cave-in-Eock, H a r ­
d in  co. 111. ednesday Oct. 3d. t o h o l d  one 'week.  


