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Entered at the Post Office at Toledo, O., as second-class matter.

‘THE STUMBLINGSTONE, published monthly at Toledo, Ohio, by
Lyman H. Johnson. ‘Address, Drawer 105. .

*Donations for the cause may L& sent to the above address.

‘We put no price on the paper, but send it tb all subsecribers who
send us their names according to postal laws., We estimate the
cost at 25 cents per copy for one year. But thisis paid by volun-
tary donations, so that all who want the paper caun have it,
whether they pay or not. The truth of God is not bought or sold.
Send for all you want. State the number, write the address
plainly; give Post-office, County and Staté.

159" We have revised our list of names, and set them all up {h
type for the mailing machine, If any tind their names or afl-
dress incorrect, or the number of papers you can distribute in-
sufficient, ‘please send corrections.
plainly, and tell just how many papers you can find readers tor.

=57 If any fail to receive any month’s issue, please let’us
know.

§{=F" No paper can depend on human patronage and be a true
fouthpiece for God.

Our officé is still in North Toledo, but we.are moved iwo and

If miles west of city street cars, from Milburn Wagon works
or from West Toledo. Our address will remain unchanged.

It is possible the paper may be delayed a listle. owing to re-
wmoving the oftice. but hope soon to make up lost time.

t 127" We change the date to each address on the paper when a
le tter or,money is received. Dy this all uay know we receive
them. 2
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fierarchical Nihilism Tested.

~ Ecclésiastical Popes and Lords in Guilty

Terror and Alarm.
T'he Iree Meothodist Of Junes18, has a leng article by
«C. E. Harroun, Jr.,. readed Nihilism, (Hothing-ism) in
which he compares those whereject man-made churches

and'8tand alone by fuich in Jesus 1o the Nihlists andqbere!

and Communists who would destroy all earthly gov-
ernments and promote anarchy and ruin.

*This is a desperate charge, und brings the direct
issue bafore the people bétwe fi sect orgauisms, and
God’s organism the body of Curist.

C. E. Harroun suys: !

«Phe same diabolical (devilish¥spirit which is curs-
ing the civil =society of buth Ewrope and America has
also breathed its fumes upon the church.”

This is a sample of Free Methodist sweetness who
so bitterly econdemn odr sourness. I accept-the issue
thus stated. Jusc what the Nihilists of Europe are vo
1egitixgilte_“ciyil ‘government, L.am and QIL:}_)& gx‘\_'mt'uitp
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of Christ and lord it vver God’s

have usurpéa the place
heritage. .
1 will state the difference between us and tae politi-
cal Nihilists, They are opposed to all just government
and authority in civil dffuirs; we are opposed only to
lords over conscience, to political rulers in spiritual
affairs, man’s earthly goveruments sibstituted for
Christ’s spiritnal governn ent which has no authority
‘but trdith and rght over conscience. We oppose
popery und .antichrist, all self-constituted or man ap-
pointed church puthority, since in' truth only Christ is
‘Tord of each individual consciencp by his trgth, aund
Tighteousness. .

We believe in civil governments, and tedch obedience
to them, to kings and rulers in the kngdoms ot this
‘world tven when unjust and oppressive, aud condemn
all-acts of disluyalty and insubordinatiod whatever, ex-
cept it bé for conscience, and then we' should, paticatly
Suffer and never resist.  Our teacking ds just the oppo-
‘site*of Nihilism under earthly goverimeits which God
‘has ordained. It is only the_busest’calumny to asso-
‘ciite us with such out-luws. Furthéimore we are not
opposed to God-ordained and constituted church gov-
ernment.
4nsinuating our insubotrdination to any authdrity which
God has eXpressly sunctioned in his chureh is a slan-
derous falsehood uttered through culpable ignerance, if
no't maliciously. -

All the members of Christ’s body are in subjection to
“each other for reproof, correction and ifistruction vndey
Christ the pead, und all of God’s elders and ministers

recognized as such, are obeyed 11 all they teach and |

command avhich is seen to be 1 accordatice with Clirist
the ‘head. )

It.is only by culpable ignorance of our writings that
he could assume that we are opposed to -any just
church anthority. We teach that when Jogus Clirist
ngs an elder, or~upostle, or pastor, the shesp all know
bim. John 10: 2-5. So Jesus says, and we believe his
elders lay no burdens on the Sheep grievious to be
borne. Their words are ouly the words of Christ, so
understood by all, and hence, joyfully obeyed. Whenr-
ever Christ ltas true disciples, he Las some true shep-
herds, or at :least himseltf has promised to be with
them.

‘We believe in the church oiganization described in
1 Cor. 12, in Eph 4, and in the Acts of the apostles,
and elsewhere in the New Testament. But we do not
‘believe in any Such organization as constitutes every
existing sect.

We don’t believe ‘what we don’t find in Scripture,
that men, whether christian men or otherwise, can by

jagreement organize or make a church of Christ as every
existing 'sect pretenas.

We read in Scrifture that Jesus called men to be his

“special witnesses# twelve in number, besides’ many
others to-be his apostles and ministers, pastors, evan-
..gelists, elders, €t¢. We believe he calls all his niiiis-
“ters and elders to-day jast as he did then, except the
°
»
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Th¢ whole drift of C. Ej Hurroun’s arsicle’

twelve special eye witnesses'of his works and teachings
which have no successors, affid are not needed now.

When Judas fell, and Petdr and the others appointed
Matthias 13 take his' place,, they acted on their,own
responsibility as men, witfiout any <ommand from
Christ, and we have the recird of their act what they
did, and it was in accordande with 'the tacts, for Mat-
thias was a witness from thx{begining, of Christ’s words
and acts, and this had the huthority of their indorse-
ment. Just the same as itzl, and brethren with me,
should indorse another brother whom we know as
 true witness with us of any.important facts, or' a true
minister of spiritual things. ; This is all right.  Our in-
dorsement of a brother wijl have weight with all the
church. who know us and h;lfve contidence in us.

They supposed the numbler twelve must be made
good by appointing Matthils with their number. But
they claimed no divine com%:,’nand for so doing, any more
than for any other sct which they supposed to be rea-
gsonable. We have no accq&frnﬁ further ot Matthias, nor
do we have any other such su instance of any appoint--
ment by men of witnesses to facts, much less any ap-
pointment %o the ministry of God. To tuke this in-
stance of man’s appointment of an associate witness
and.fellow-laborer 1 the gospel, as authority for an in-
stitution of a religious govignment by man to bring the
whole churéh into subjection to would-be lords and
heads of a political jurisdigtion like civil courts is a
monstrous outrage and periversion of Scripture.

1. * Acts 1:21-22, Here Pefer and the disciples determined
that none should be ordained t the apostleship except he had
beéen continually with them ftem the beginning. They even
went turther.  They even doejfed by selection that it should
be oue of a certain two. No ‘chance of a self-appointment
Then having tixed on the two, one of which should be
selectdd, they progeeded 1o cagt lotg, and the lot fell on Mat-
thius and he wasnumbered witl the cieven apostles. So the
apostic whom the Lord did ngt ordain while in the fiesh, those
whoin he did .orda'w‘ ordained fHn.  Tinus the twelve apostles
were all dedained.

. p
Axswrr. ‘“No chance for self-appointment nor tjfg/
Lords eivher, but the ﬁpos‘wfius themselves vy virtwg o
their ord inatiou, ordained hnother.”  So says thig ad-
vocate ot human hierarchy,t ,

His rc:tsdning’iSercciSe, that of Rome for .t,}é apos-
tolic suecession. “'oulcl; sk it he has had b 6ly hands
laid on him in regular suggession from bt Peter? 1
question his ecclastastioffy edigree.  WhAt ubsurdit
1or a prafended ProtestalfF 8 teach. tho i
CHeaaty b"\;é RO TR O gtee Ot DTS s
gourse his successor down the lue of* fulers by divine
right. 1t was this doctsine of haman  ordmation
together'with other Jewish custopss and sacraments
wiueh built the Roman papacy. So youug F. M. aspi-
rants build the danghter of"tue old Liariot.

But there is notning 1o tus sedpture that authorvizes
ecclesiastical establisnmeuts or ecclesiastical rings by
men. ‘Dhere is no accouns of Jesus ordaining any sucn
spiritual lords, nor permitting them to ordaly success-
ors. desus unever performoed an ordination ~ceremony
uor did the apostles ordairg Matthins, Thisis all pure
guess work to burld a2 damuable hierarchy. The apos-
tles were chosen; just ug every minister and elder uow
is chosen  directsy by Jesus Christ witn ne humau
authority between.  ft don’v say they ordained Mut-
thias at all.  But it Qoes say thut he was already equal
to them as a witness and a disciple of Jesus having
been with them feom the beginning. And their choive
of Matthias truig other witnesses wo thake the numiber
twetve good, was a mere act of the disciples them-
{selves, trail men belfure they had received the Holy
Ghost, and  only  just  betore  Peter  had
denied Jusus totally, and every one of them had for-
sook bim and fled.  This act has no more duthority for
us to make & hishdp than when they madethe mstake
ofly just before o) denying wher  miaster.
Lfivy yere towuty tgnorant or Christ’s church, that it
was anything more than Judaism ; for eight years after
the Hoty Ghost came they would not have gone 1o eat
with a Gentile, except tor.a special vision ot a sheet let
down trom heaver. .

Because Peter and the rest thought it best to make
the Jewish sacred number twelve good 18 no more
anthority for us than the circumcision and Judaism
they-ull continued to practice. Because John Wesley

buNt 3 fence around his cow pasture is just as weighty
] ain arguement for a charch organization vy man as shat
any ach of Peter or tte other aposiles betfore the Spirit
cane, ’

‘I'he apostles had no more right to muke bishops or
elders or laws for God’s church than pope Pius, or card-
inal McClosksy, or P. T. Barvum. . There is but one
law-given,” And we are to follow the apostles only as

low any other godly men. .

“ @ALL 17O MAN MASTER,” is our master’s command,
The apostlies themselves vlaimed no power to create any
authority iy religious matters.

“1f L or dp ungel from heaven preach any other gos-
pel thun ye have received, let him be secused.” They

Y o4 '\d se h' ¢ it is ol y £ 1 g by oW {
pal doguicjmoney, ay that 3t is given, o proper persons, W 0\\1(1 .
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we sec that they followed Christ, just.as we would fol- |

T

¥ — =

Peter’s mistakes, or good deeds, the basis ot his or any
other man’s lordship-in place of Jesus Christ the only
head ot every believer.

Just as fast as the apostles showed a knowledge of
Christ’s dispensation they are our authority and no fur-
ther. They did confeas their ignorauce many years atter
Pentecost of the disstinction between Judaism- and
Christianity until the Holy Ghost revealed that distine-
tion and broke down the partition wall between the
outward Juduaism and the spiritual organism of Christ
which stands py faith. ‘

1 velieve the record in Acts 10, 11, 15, and 21 chap-’
ters, also Hebrews, ete., declaring tleir igndrance and
final knowledge by special revelations or the.end.of
the typical institutious of Moses and of the earthly or-
ganism. The apostles are aathority in whyteter they
commanded or declared to be from God, but what thev
practiced under Judaism. pertaining to the outward
church is n- authoiity to us.

Because eleven men choose a twelvth to accompany
them is no proot that they have made bim a hishop, or
tlint they are organized like every seet with its bishops,
chairmen, secretaryyete.  If “cleven neighbors should
choose a twelvth 16 Berd their eattleoy do their thresh”
ing would that prove any organization with its officers ¢
If eleven men shounld camp in the woods and should in-
vite a twelvth to camp with them does that prove a
society organized with its presidents and vice-presi-
dents 2 Jt I shouid see eleven hogs or sheep ruuning
together and a twelvth should be pdded to their nuinber

with theif‘consent would that prove that man had or- *

gavizedsthem into a society with officers dbly ap-
pointed.

Og{’ what Jogiy sectarianism employs 1o byild its
prigit-tratt!

- APPOINTMESRT OF DEAUCONS.

¢ .
£ 2. “The seven deacons were selected by the wmuititude of
the disciples, but they were sofemitly set apart by the laying *

on of hands ot the apostles., Soit is evident that the simple:
choice of the seven by the disciples was not sufficient.” (Aets
4 5-6.)

Auswer. The church existed before deacons, hence
these were no part ot the chureb organization. They'
were sinaply men appointed in trust of* funds for the
podrand needy, as a temporary nccessity. 1f several
0“us should ask a brother or two to take c¢are of our:

v el sl
T
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prove that all Christians must have deacons to take
care of their money ? or that there must be a soclety
with deaconsmade by man?  Whatargumentto fasten
man’s traditions on believers!

They prayed for tiese deacons and layed hands on.
them. Yes, and they hkewise layed hands on the sick.
and prayed tor them too, and on every body that had,
need of special blessings and gifts. Does that prove
that ceclesiastical authorjty was thus conterred ?
What a stretch-of words to prove priest-craft!

Laying on of hands was simply & Jewish custom in
comnegtion with prayer for blessings on any body. It
conterred no authority but merely signified the faith
and good will of those who liyed on their hands, aod.
had efficacy only as theif #aith had power with God to
bless the sick or any*body on whom hands were laid.
[t was all right, and is proper now for any brother to
pray. for another brother and lay hands on him, and if
he has faith with God there is power in it to hless the
"person o whom hands are laid. That is all there is of
it. Nothing more can be proved from Scripsuve. But
that it conferred any official au.hority on any body can,
be proved from Seripture to be « le.

It is nothing bat papal superssition that the laying
on of hands confers any sacredot 1 dignity. 1t was
only an act of faith by which God conferred blessings,, »
whether upon the sick or upon deacouns and elders who
neéded his grace, just precisely as now: blessings are
conferred in, answer to prayer by one brother upon.an-
other brother. :

SUBJECTION OF PETER TOJTHE CHYRCIL

3. “The record of Acts x1i.,1-18 shows that even Peter was
not exempt from an official serutiny of his ministerial conduct.
Peter,.far from manifesting anything like a spirit of insubordi-
nation, calmly rehearsed the whole matter of his going to the
house of Cornelius and preaching the gospél to him and his.
house. When the apostles and brethren heard His statement
they officially dpproved of his course. *See verse 18.”

Aunswer. What n plea is this from Peter’s subamis-
sion to rebukes and reproots of brethren, to use in
“proof that we are stubborn because we won’t kiss the
tberof sectarian popes, and man created church lords!
A child can see the subtilety of shis reasoning.

But this instance proves just the opposite to what
the writer intends. Peter submitted to the'reproofs of
‘those who Were least in Christ’s church. He did not
fresent the ignoraut hrethren who attempted to correct
what they supposed to be his error. I want to know
what bishop, chairman, or preacher of Free Methodisin
would allow thus a private member, or any saint of God

nud no moretright to step iu between the believer and
Jesus Christfghan I have, nor the devil has. The apos-

were brethrem huving no more authority than any other
saint of God fp-day, éxcept oxly as we sce’ thats thaey
‘had niore trutly and the Spirit of truth. Jesus has eut
us off trom: éalljtg them-or’ahy other man our Inaster.

“ Call no man master.” Apd he is an infamous” tool.ot

\

anti-christ who ‘Vould make Peter or aty accident of

to arise in any meeting at which they preside with sac-
.redotal dignity 0 call in question their acts? What

tles were notipopes, nor did they: claim to be. They. one of them trom B. T. Roberts down to lord Ed. Mat-

thews would not siy to any one who would dare to
seprove church ‘sin in their meetings. “ You sIT

" DowN,—~WE D0 THE PREACHING.—COXFINE YOURSELF

TU TESTIMONIES,~—~TELL HOW YOU FEEL—WE WANT NO
exaorTATIONS HERE!” Thelord gods of Free Meth-
odism would no more submiv to any reproofs from

t
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saints, especially not of theiy. craft, thau the, popgrot',

Rome would allow a sabordinate td set higfd right. .

Fis opla, wros,

WES%“WB’E% i%vel‘_i"acﬁ'é? gﬁ; -

shidddw of eclfcl siastitism g pd

. el b 3 ) ) pery can be fustifie
But Peter does illustrate Life hdufility fwhich” i pingsmg e 0, B R i "); ivTE 8 f
.every saint of God. Not gnb tyho! is in Chrlss, how-i} o JOR?“’\ED ﬁLDﬁRS'?f EX}‘*!“ 34 C)HUﬁ‘};d- F s
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-ever gitted, bat welcorﬁeés:“weﬁ‘t‘oot from the ledst "ot
Chrjstls dittle ones, and throws the-door of: every meet-
g wide open for just such:repraof,as no, F. M. nor any
other sectarian Jord. dares .to~do. « The padloek - of
silence or subordination is put upon every saing or God
in all meetings presided over by these petty contempt-
ible vicegerentsof-God-Adnrigity whositinrhts seat i
the ¥. M. and every seet. "No man can dispute this
without faisehood a8 all well know. Hence the whole
of the abowve scripture applies ouly t6 them and to none
who have,vome out of seots. +

Because Peter was right was his only ground of
authority. So in all church government. Tuereforein
Christ’s church if the least brother thinks the elders are
wrong they are tree to reprove and correct them, or de-
mand of them an explanation for their course. But ev-
ery sect cuts off this liberty, and walls in the ecolesias-
tics with all their corruption’so that no faithtul reproof
can reach them

.
PAUL AN BARNABAS ORDAINED,

4, “In Acts xiii., we learn that God had spéeial work for
Pgul and Barnabas. to perform. But they were not only
¢ called o this work by the Holy Ghost, but the Holy Ghost

. said te the prephets and teachers in  the church at Antioch,
- > Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto, 1
have called them.” (Verse 2.) 'his they proceeded to do by
tasting and prayer and the laying on of hands. - “ And when
they had fasted and prayed and Jaid their hands upon them,
they sent them amay.” (Verse 3.) In this account ‘we are
clearly taught that the Holy Ghost dogs not eall persons to
special work in which the general inferest of the church is
invélved, and ignore the anthority of-the church over those
who are to represent her dectrines and spirit. 1t was neces-
sary for the chareh to JSend even those whom the Holy Ghost
had 4 called.””

)

Answer. The Holy Ghostspedking through Paul and
Barnabas said te the church set apart these: men to go
to the Gientiles. These men felt the call of! God and
-made it known to the chureh. *If is not likely that the
chureh fonnd it out before Pautand Birnabay, did, but
learned of their eall through them. R

To set apart means to consecrate ‘or dedicale by
prayer. The prayers of the other brethren had Z}i‘]
with God. Itis the duty of brethren to pray with
tor each other. The prayer of consecration to a partig-
tlar work or duty the whole church can unite in. Th¢

Py
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5. Y Aets xiv.,, 23, tells us that Paul and Barnabas

¢ ordained elders in every chureh: i, e.,in the “churchés tlat
ey raised up at Derbe, Liystrp, . onium,. Aiitioth, Pamphilia,

Perga, Attalia, efe, See verses'21-25.” :

M G Sabin W ketuids e el

, R . . .
Answer. Yes, they ordained, gl(gegs(;]yst as

\ Pau] and
Barnabas were drdained which ad have seen con-
Térred 115 edt

i3 ectlésiqstical powers: bt eolisisted ouly in
prayers of consecration and blessing for those whom the
Holy Ghost had already made overseers 6f God’s church.
Acts 20: 28 God says the Holy Ghost raade the elders
and all the officers of his church. See also 1 Cor. 12:
28, Eph. 4: 11, %te. I believe God, and hence I be-
lieve thuse to be false teachers who represent them to
be in any part a creation bf human aunthority.

How fitting and needful ‘that the apostles should
specially pray for and consecrate by blessing all whom
Godyhad called to the oversight of his flock. Just so
now we onght to set apart by prayer and blessing every
servant of God who proves himself to be such that they
may be confirmed and fitted..for their work. There is
no.damnable hierarchy or priest-craft in this text.

THE COUNCIL AT JERUSALEM. 1

6. “In Acts xv. we learn that certain teachers went down
from Judea to Antioch of Pisidia and taught that in order to
be saved it was necessary to beeircumeised after the manner
of Moses, Paul and Barnabas contended against them. But
these.self-commissioned teachers persisted in their work.
-Finally it was determined that Paul and Barnabasand certain
others of them should go up to Jerusalem and have the matter
settled on the authority of the apostles and elders. Jere is a
strong case. Paul and Barnabps. the chureh at Antioch, and
the apostles and elders at Jerusslem each and all recognize
the jurisdiction of the apostles and elders concerning such
teaching and teachers.”

“ Notice the answer they reffirn to Antioch about the mat-
ter: “ For as much as we have heard that certain which went
(they were not sent) outfromyus have troubled you with
words, subverting your souls, saying, Ye must be circumecised
and keep the law, to whom w¢gave no such commandment;”
ete. T'he whole proceeding grows out of recognizetl author-
ity. Neither is there a single hint that the proceeding was
not approved of God.”

Answer. This was ne annual conference nor estab-
lished hierarchy like every sect organization of the
day. It was simply saints in one locality consulting
saints of another locality about perplexing questions of
duty. If one brother ask§ another’s gdvice or judg-

« faith in God ot brethren tor his blessing and consecra-
tion of vther brethren has virtue in it. Special gifts
and blessings were conterred then, as now also, throygh
the faith of saints. ) ’

The laying on of hands was simply an act of faith.
1t i only superstition which regards the virtue as flow-
through the hnads of apostles or elders. It was their
taith in God which eontained all the virtue there® wus,
and prayer was the channel through which blessings
and gifts.flowed from God tp those who werd thus con-,
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al; 1 aud” 2 chapters that no

authority was conferred on him by the laying on ot
bands. He says: “ Paul an apostle not of men, neither®

by man, but by Jesus Christ and God the Father, who
raised him from the dead.” 1 believe Paul tells the
truth, and therefore I believe all those who teach that
his ordination at Antioch gave him any apostolic
authority are liars, because it contradicts all his express
declarations in Gal. 1 and 2 chapters. Also all the
declarations of God’s Word-that God’s ministers are
are.not sent of men nor by men, but by the Holy
Ghost, and the fact that they wexe all free to obey Gud

aud not men in their work proves that men-commis- |

sioned ministers and all who ‘‘heap to themselves
teachers” are contrary to God’s order.

What a wresting of the words: ¢ They sent them
away,” to construe that it means a church commission !
\WWhen they had got through with them and they with
the church, of course they were sent away or in other
words dismigsed. _ :

When a preacher dismisses or sends his congregation
away, it don’t mean that they are commissivned to
to preach. When after a season of prayer and com-
munjon I send a dear brother away with my blessings,
it dou’t mean that I make a bishop of him. When 1

« get through with 2 man who hus called on me and he
with'me of course I send him away, not that I make a
bishop of him, but that I let him go where he wishes to
go. If Isee a burglar 'in my house and T send Aim
away by showing a revolver, that don’t wmean that I
make a bishop of him or give him ecclesiastical powers,
but merely that I let him go, that is all. "What rascal
dty of priesteraft to wrest these words : “They sent
them away,” o support au ecclesiastical commission,
and to prove that a minister muss be sent of man
besides being sent of God which makés the. Word of
God-a lie. It istrue one brother may sometimes go on
an errand for another brother or for the church to bear
a megssage from them. I may persuade a brother to go
with me, or to go alone on a gospel work, but this doe s
pot prove that any man nor body of men can ever di-
vinely’commission any body to preach the gospel or
assign them their field of operations.

Paul persuaded Timothy to abide gstill at Ephesus.

1 Tim. 1: 3. He could not command Timothy nor any
‘other saint to stay or go. But he persuaded Timothy.
This shows that no anthority was exercised by apos:
fles beyond persuasions and suggestions. Each saint
was free to ocbey God in regard to where, when and
‘what to preach orlabor for God. There is not a shadow

.of any instance in Scripture of the authority exercised
by all Sectarian bodies; the man of sin, to dictate what
another’s gospel work shall be. Yaul left Titus in
Crete. to finish the work begun there. Just the same as

.1 leave a brother to finish meetings I have bagun with
him. I have begun to build a house with another

“workman, and leave him to finisli the job. "This lan- |

Téuug‘e does not prove ‘that any authority was conferred

nent on a question of duty it does not prove that he
ws his conscience to any human pope orlord. Byno
tegns. This voluntary consultation at Jerusalem was
qore like the lordships of all human organizations in
religixn, than when one brother agks another® brother’s
help in\g question of duty. %The brethren at Jerusalem
did not cyte Paul* or the J;,ldaizers to appear before

them; ag iN, all cases of Ecgjgsiastical trial,
' fian’s in one paft of the
gaiferences

ble to consult other
brethren, and th{se who hdye the Holy Spirit can eas-
ily detect the wrogg and show what is right: This
-was all that was dope, just, what Christians always
should do in such an\ extréutty.

It was the only instance of a general .council in the
New Testament. Thexe never was such an pccasion
for it. It-was needful £%r the whole church to declare
the truth concerning tl e partition wall between Judaism
and Christianity astabolisied.

To construe a voluntaryyconference and council of
saints on g particular questiop as a justification for an
estublished ecclesiastical tribuyal and popery to lord it
over conscience like Rome and Wl her danghters, is the
most dishonest and satanic wres{ing of scripturc that
evel was resorted to by talse prophets.

CONCLUSION,

7. ¢ Many other items might be cited, Dt these will suflice
to+vindicate the church in requiring all whd preach the gospel
and administer the sacraments of the church\to pass a caretul
examination ih doctrines, also touching their ypirit and prac-.
tice as well as their usefulness, and grant or witgold authority
to do thie same.as it may deem for the best inteyrests of the
‘church and righteousness. They who are unwilllyg to pass
such examination need straightening up either in
heart. Let all the people say amen.”

Answer. The conclusion which the writer dxdws
from the above scripture that a preacher must be\in
subjection to a parhamentary political body and pop
dom, in respect to his right to preach the gospel, has
precisely the same foundation as the claim of any Ro-
man pontiff. It is the moss monstrous lie that ever per-
verted the avord of God. The Bible teackes that every
minister' Géd sends his people is independent of\ ther,
and that the salvation or daimnation of the Tsryel of
God turns on their reception or rejection of his minis-
ters. * Thou shalt say uuto them thus saith the Lord,
whether they will hear or whether they will forbear.”
Ezekiel 2. 1Ie who makes God’s ministers subject to
the will of his people ig a liar, and the worst of falge
prophets. ‘ ]

P. 8. While penning the dbove article I have re-
ceived the Aug. 1 Free Methodist and find another long
article from a writer named, S. V. Mc¢Vey.

Praise God, he is compelling sect builders to defend
their.craft as never before and thereby etpose, their
sandy foundations. ) ’

This writer says first, the -Scriptures teach that we
may be a member of the invisible church, and, not of
the visible, and hence be deceived. , '

I answer, that this'is a lie, or else Jegus tells a lie
when he says it is a ¢ City set on a hill "which caxxor
BE HID,—Light of the world—Living epistles known
and read of all men,”” Says Paul a]so./BHow astonish-
ing any one pretending to believe the /Bible should so
contradict God’s word! Jesus has no jinvisible church

that any saint i invisible.

by Rau! op Titns any more than when oné workman
Teaves ansther to-frish what thev have hoegun towe hify,

on earth. There is not a text of §criz’ture that tedches

Acniu, if Christ has a visible churgh he is the door to

he was not a church-memper.
churgh, because* brethrer who
but heard evil 5t Hiff 4re afrald
Ang. afraid of one whom we don’t know prove heis nofa
church-member ? - '

ased, in order to prove
mstance does it mean
body. Man can no mors organize Christ’s bndy than

he builds his own chuarch.
where man made any church.

has just the same authority ‘as
God.

daily such as should be saved.”
the Lord adds members man cannot
we make those who receive members
equal with God.
church is by entering Chris
open that door.
doors are positively cut off, John 10: 19,
any church which we
doors besides simply
devil’s church, because Christ is not the door of it.

rily of the devil.”

discipline impossible.
that man’s organization prevents discipline.

earthly bonds we can easily withdraw
from all bad members and thus obey God in 2 Cor. 6:
14-18, which is impossible in any denomination,

2.2, general
?ﬁ‘t’ﬁt’rﬁ‘ﬁrﬂt“w

ness by the cunning craftiness of lawyers
fogers pleading in the corrupt courts of this

cal to Divine Conditions,” the §econd is headed

fa1
got\so holy that they were never going to die, but
would

this sort of fanatics Who have lived with
wives in common wit

Ui thaany may beth CHFSTioVisBly, and out of his
: irizil?l Zthurch.* § i ﬂ A

Ths cise of Paul ig ut@(im

o ‘ hen Pe first came to Jeru-
alefn,; the (11501p198'1)ei~11gu ;

aidOfehim is sald to prove
What nonsense.

10t a'member of Christ’s
never saw him_before

of him? ™ Does our be-

“Docs it proye that a man 1§

v
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Nothing is said about any organization at Jerusalem

or anywhere else, that men have to Jjoin after joining
Christ, but only disciples themselves.

Join the disciples and not any organism
So says Scripture, and he did join them
knew he was'converted, just as I join every gathering
of saints wherever I go except I am shut out by dam-
yable sect’ doors which none can enter except sect mem-
bers. ,
no sect members can,
(gﬁer bonds, other.heads and other toundations besides

Paul sought to
they bad made,
as soon as they

God’s saints join all believers impartially, bus
because they have other "doors,

rist.

He cites a number of
church organization. But in no
man’s organism, but Christ’s
1e can make Jesus Christ. Saints are his body, and-
No instance in Scripture
All guessing that he did’
that man can make his

The text is quoted “ The Lord added to the church
The church to which
add them, unless
into sbdcieties
The Bible method of joining the
t the door. No man can
The pretense is blasphemy. All other
] Therefore
join by man’s Arrangements and
ioining Christ is of necessity. the

‘ Whatever (in the church) is not, of God, is necessa-
. Martire Luther.
Finally, he says, that the scripture on church disci-

pline, requiring to turn out bad members, proves a
church organization by man.

I reply the contrary is the truth. There is no church

organization made by man that will allow all bad mem-
bers to be turned out.

Every sect yokes the good with the bad and makes

There is not one bug knows

In Christ’s” ehurcle where there are no human or
and separate

O, the subtilety and debth of Satan in al] pleadings
: orgarfisnre-was 1rever equalledfor falsds
and petti-

world.,

e

e e <

Fanaticism in “ The Good Tidings.”
In the Auge 2, of the Good Tidings for 1883, are two

articles which show the wildest fanaticism. I know
whereof I speak from my own knowledge and acqnaing-
ance with multitudes ot instances in history,
own observation for the past fifteen years.

and my

The worst peril of pilgrims is fanaticism, and when I

see it dropping out I shall always expose it since it is
Satan’s chief means of destroying the truth from the
earth.

I mean two articles, the first is headed « From Phys-
“ The
Cause of Sickness.”

The 1dea is the same in both articles that the baptism

of the, Spirit in its highest perfection changes our phys-
ical nature into she divine or glorified state as it will be
in the resurrection.
a sin, andl teaches the opposite of God’s word, that
sickness and affliction are a
and belong, not to 'the best s
. | the least faith and spirituality.
sickness and death to the devil and not to God, thus
making it necessary to propitiate the devil’s favor and
not God’s; for if God cannot inflict suffering and death,
he cannot give happiness or life.

The second article makes sickness

curse and not a blessing,
aints but to those who have
It would attribute

So it simply substi-
utes thedevil for God.

In John Wesley’s time there were precisely the same
tics sprung up to distract the church of God, who

be translated like Enoch and Elijah.
was another brood of these deluded vietims of

Satancil\York State filty years ago who were s0 en-
tirely sanygified in body that all natural passions were
entirely redoved and in their religious gatherings they
did not needjo wear any clothing; and their conduct
was so shamefd
out of town Dby
occurred in my naive town in York State.

that they were broken up and driven
mob violence. Such an-instance

The “Oneida Community ” was madg up of precisely
property and
ut marriage. )

Such is the natural axd legitimate fruit of all that

teaching of sanctification\which changes ,our physical
conditions, and gives us g
the flesh.
to honest souls who are brought ugder its power. I
know this from sad observatiyn and experience with
such fanatics in years past.
spiritualistic delusion.

rified bodies while here in

It is all a lie of e devil, and is dangerous

TtNjs noﬁng else but a

The only gospel sense-in which\our Bpdies are sanc-

tified is that they are brought unde\the power and con-
trol of sanctified souls. We do not Sin with our bodies
simply because they are dead and in c
renewed minds and hearts. But the esbential nature of

bjection to our

5 . - P . . . anpe 1 . -1
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before literal death and Fésurrection.” Ouar bodies will
sicken, suffer and die literally. And nossaint .on' earth
i8 ever so sanctified but what.he will suffer, and be lia-

- ble to sickness and death; nor will he ever become so
pure, but what.fleshly passions will get the. mastery of
him if the.devil can get him.off his watch and guard, or
out .ot the order dnd prudence of decency. -

It is not safe for auy saint to ‘put himself or herself

in the way of tempting any. bodily .appetite -unnecessp-
rily, for they will sool find the devil is not so faroff as.
they had dreamed if they wiltully expose them-
selves to his ¢harms. i ¥

There is a sanctifying power which every child of
God possesses that is proot’ against Satan.so long as he
is in Gad’s order, and is faithtul. »

But “Let him that thinketh he.standeth take heed
lest he fall.” This is God’s universal order. * Again
Isay unto you watch and pray-lest ye.enter into temp:
tation.’ ’

No s}iékness or earthly calamity is from.the devil, bus
is all from God, visited on our race in cousequence of
sin it is true. Sin and Satan are the cause of 1t oply as
they are the cause of a faithful f:
wayward child. Bat it is the Great. Father in every
instance who administers the putishment, and all
teacing that the devil does the punishing for sin is of
the devil, and it im only the devil’s teachers who teach
that the devil administers punishment tor sin. He
loves sin'too well to intlict any suffering for its practice.
But he seruples not 1o tempy men to sin and the woe
and wrath it insures.

God says ““ I'kill and I make alive, T wound and I
heal, neither is there any that can deliver out of my
hands.—Vengeance is mine, I will repay saith the
Lord.-——Whow the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and
scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. It we be with-
out chastisement we are bastards and not Sons.”

There can be no more falsé or fatal doctrine than
that which throws God outside and makes Satan. the
author of suffering or life and death; nor the other
equally false and fatal idea that. any saints here have
avtained in part or entire any glorified physical condi-
tion so0 as to remove the possibility of temptation, pertl,
sickness, suffering or literal death.

What Denomination?

One who has not read this paper very much, asks
what denomination we belong to ?

I angwer, the same that Jesus and apostles belonged
to, and all the holy mariyrs, the only denomination
knownu in heaven or on earth named after Chriss, Eph.
3:15; and the only denomination in the Bible approved
ot God, variously called Christians, saints, righteous,
believers, children of God, ete. If you can find any
other religious denomination approved.of God or not of
the devil, I will immediately join that too, for I am de-

n ‘_which
God dppoverr™ ™ = i

ather’s punishing his.|
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"he wilt givé'us water to drink-vhichshall beswithin ng

a.well.of water; or when he says we must _eat his flesh
and drink his blood, John 6: 52, cte., over which his
carnal disciples stumbled: or when he commanded to
béar his cross which many, as cpnsciencgiously bear liter-
ally as others literally baptize; or when Nicodemus
stumbled at the new birth, oy Peter took a Iiteral
sword because Jesus had said: “ H¢ that hath uo sword
let him sell bis garment jand buy one.” Oh, ‘that men
could understand his meaning when *he spoke of that
spiritual baptism dr cleansing six Lirqes contrasted, with’
John by water, by which men are truly saved!

But since Jesus did not command literal water, I am
forbid to take what men think for his law. 1t ‘is for
Jefus and not for men to tell what Jesus meant n his
Bmmand. Ang since he has told us six, times over in.
Matt., Mark, Luke, John and Acts, and all scripture,
that his baptism is of the Spirit and the“word ahd in
contrast with water the type and shadow, that is
enough for me. Jesus does command the law of love
and unity, ayd I have no coufidence whatever in the
pretense of any who divide his church by literal water
or any other literal rite which he has not commanded,
and when God says: “'The end of the commandment is
charivy (or love) out of a pure héart and of a gobd con-
science and of faith unfeigned.” 1 Tim. 1:5, -A good
conscience is simply one which does not condemn us.
If then this is the end of the Jaw whp shall condemn.
those who have the end of thelaw? If I have all the
command is ~for, who- shall shake. the ¢ommand
over my head? No ground of unity was ever found in
outward tleshly rites. Every diamnable sect is made by
such things. Seveu sects exigt alone ‘on literal watcr
baptism. . .

Glory to God, allitypes end: in Christ and his bap-
tism! He who denies' the sufficiency of this, denigs
Christ. -

2. Yousay it.was for all nations and not for Jews
only. I answer, yes, Christ’s baptism or cleansing gos-
pel is for all nations, while all&ty pes and shadows were
for Jews only. * '

3. Peter in Acts 2: 38 commanded to baptize in the
name of Jesus. Certainly, Peter was a Jew and kept
the rites and cercrmonies of Moses. Divers, baptisms
belonged to the old law. So says the apostie.and all
scripture, Hebrews 9: 10 * The old tabernacle—which
stood in meats and drinks and divers baptisms (wash-
ings) and carnal ordinances until the time of reforma-
tion.” ete.  All the rites practiced before the death of
Christ belonged to the old and, 1iot- the new covenant.
Hebrews 9: 17, for the new Covenant was not yet in
force. So says the word of God, and I believe it to be
true. The time of reformatiop did not come till eight
years after Pentecost when the door was opened o
Gentiles, and at the Council, ﬁ'netcen years atter Pen-
tecost Gentiles were declared ‘free; but hot Jews.

Baptisms all belng in forcc’;’})i?fore the reforraation, of
course all Jewish believers by cticed them just as they
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I await an answer from any body. I challenge any
man living to show me one religious denomination be-
sides the above alone that is not of the devil. I will
give him my printing press and all my printing mate-
rials; because I shall have no farther use for them, if
other denominations besides the above are not all of the
devil, or in other words are approved of God. It any
other denomination besides saints sanctified by faith in
Christ are of God or not of the devil, then it follows
holiness is not essential, the one thing needful, but
something besides salvation from s will answer in.
stead, and.hence the Bible is no standard nor authority.
Tkrerefore I believe in no sect except the righteous, the
only one approved by Scripture.

Y
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QUESTIONS ON ORDINANCESANSWEREb.
A Sister writes:

.."*Do Lunderstand that yon do not think that Jesus meant
Water when he told them to go and baptize in the name of the
Father, Son and oly-Ghost > N

He (:erminly did not mean-Jews ouly, for he said “All na-
tions.’

There are some texts T want to speak of, Acts 2: 88 and 19:
2, 3. Paul asks certain disciples he found at Iphesus “ Unto
what were ye baptized and they said unto Johw's baptism
whijch we know was wuter. And they -were Daptized over
again in the naine of the Lord J esys, und they were Ephes-
lans. Also Acts 10th chapter Where Peter Baptized Corelius
after he had received the Holy Ghest. )

Now, Brother, while I do not understand we are to he saved
by works,-either by baptism or any other work, yet if we love
Jesus will we not keep his comamnds, as Peter says: “Not the
puttink away of the filth of the flesh but the ausiyer of u good
consciende toward God ?”  Again, we read that we age to do
all things ¢ whatsoever he has commanded without murmer.
ings and disputings,—that we all may 8o submit ourselves one
to another in love that the work be not hindered, —that we
van learn one of another, till we all come in the. unity of thé
Inith and of the knowledge of the Son -of God. )

Answer. TFirst, you ask me if I do not think Jesus
meant water. Of what importance is what I think
Jesus meant, or any -other man thinks? Does Jesus
say water ? '

To teach for doctrine what merr think is to trample
on the law of Christ who forbids our teaching the com-
mandments of men, Sce Mark 7 7,8, ete. If Jesus
says all men must be baptized literally in water, that
sottles it.  There, then, can be no salvation without lit-
eral water baptism, and he is false who fellowships or
receives as a brother one who, has not been in literal
water, Water then saves,"and is the ground of unity,
whoever fails to preach literal water besides Jesus isa
false propliet. Literal water becomes the test, and is
the dividing line between the saints and sinners as it is
now made by some in Calhoun County, Mich. But I
am bold to say that this is a doctrine of devils, and not
of Christ,.

On the other hand if Jesns don’t sav water in his
command, then no body has a rioht ro sy it, then T am
free to believe he does not menn water, but only a’
sprritual eleansing, ]‘):'(\;-wefy the same as ywhen e save
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. Whatis a good dohscience? It is g conscience that
‘approves of what we Ho: An evil conscience is that
which condenns us, It don’t mean a conseience is good
or bad because we have knowledge or are ignorant but”
only that we conform or do not conform to whmc, we’
beliéve tb be right. “Happy is he that condemneth
not himself in tnat which he alloweth.”—He that es'
teemeth anything to be, nticlean to him it is uneclean.™
Oue cannot judge anothews conscience except where
knowledgg is wie, same, . This is -Bible. Those are
false teachers-who make water, opamy ‘outward act the
answer or cause of a good conscience, except as one has
knowledge of duty. When one has no knowledge of a
daty it-cannot make a good conscienge to do it. Hows:
false are those who teach that water baptism or any!
other act makes or answers. a good gonscience. It is
no outward thing at all, but.only a heart to do all we'
know to be right. Such.a heart water cannot make.
but only the Spirit’s baptism, or as Peter.says not that
which puts away the filth of the tlesh,.* but which
‘cleanses the inside; or gives a good conscience. Our-
conscience is always good when we do all we: believe
Jesus comniands, whether any other person sees as we-
do or not. Oh, what fools .and blind  to pug
sin on the outside instead of the insidel He;
is clean whom G6d has cleansed, and fails to do
nothing but a pure hear't approves. The whole effort:
.of ritualists is to put the cleansing outside and not’
inside where God puts it, in the approval of ones own
conscience. It1s only in maters of righteousness we-
can judge one another, and never in those thiwrgs which
all cannot see alike, for such things were all abolished'
with Moses’ law. Nearly the whole pilgrim  church
to- day believes in the spiritual cleansing only, and shall
we judge their conscience to be evil, whén it don’tr
condemn them.? ) -

Oh, this popery and anfichrist which lords it overt
those consciecnes which are cleansed by the Spirit and
fee] no condenmnation before God; to bring them under
bondage to fleshly laws which would outrage their
sense of fidelity to Christ, is only another dauzhter of
the Old llurlot Rome! A good conscience comes from’
God by the Holy Spirit-and by faith, and not from
tleshlwy rites which they know Jesus pever commanded.-

O, how killing to spiritual life isthis attempt to bring
Christ’s freemen under bondage, and thereby distract
and divide the church. I am glad that this work is
confined to sect Babaylon, and does not affect pilgrims’
seriously outside of Calhoun Co., Mich. z

I know that if one ‘individual alone should declare
the sufficiency of Christ it would clear the whole work
in Michigan of this church trouble; "while on "the other
hand if 1 for the dake of harmony with that one person
should submit to water baptism, feet-washing, and the
PPassover, described in Luke 22, a wail of grief and sor-
row would go up from all the truest saints from Nova
Sgotia.ta Texas, and from Flovida to Oregon,_fram tha
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added water also, because n64body forbid it. But hie
tells us that it was a new 11ig]}m to him,when he saw
Cornelius baptized with the Toly Ghost. “ Then re-
membered I the words of our Lord how he said, John
indeed baptized with water, but ye shall be baptizou
with the Holy Ghost.” 5o he did not understand Spii-
itual bapsism until after he saw Cornelius baptized, and
‘had baptized him with water in Lis ignorance. [ be-
lieve Peter, and I believe all to be false or ignorant
teachers who contradict Peter’s account and make him
authority on the outward rites of Moses when he con-
fesses his own ignorance up tothat time of the suffic-
iency of God’s cleansing. *“ What God has cleansed
call not thoyu common.” Tt it is only priest-craft
which wants something for man to do, which makes
Peter’s ignorance a ground for calling a brother unclean
whom God has cleansed. I am obliged to believe the
inspired record of the fact that all the apostles and
Jewish believers were under the law of types and
shadows by Moses for thirty years after Pentecost, as
saith the Scripture: Acts 10, 11, 15 and .21 chapters.
Whoever denies this word of #od is a false teacher or
deceived by priest-craft. Gentiles only were freed from
the law, until the epistle to the Hebrews exhorts them
also to leave the law of Moscs, thirty yecars after Pen-
tecost. .

4. Those disciples whom Paul found at Kphesus
baptized under John’s baptisin were no other but Jews,
for ho Gentile ever had John’s.bapsism. The deor had
not been opened to  Grentiles under Johw’s baptism.
Why don’t brethren tead the Scriptures? It don’t say
they were baptized the second time with water, but it
does say with the Holy Ghost. But I am willing to
admit it may mean water, which is of 1o more authority
than man’s guessing. Being Jews it is possible they
were baptized with water into Christ’s' name as at tho
Pentecost. )

5. Yousay youdon’t mean *that we are saved byi
works, like baptism, ete.

I answer, if you hold literal water to be Christ’s
command, you must hold that it is essential to salva-
tion, and you cannot consistently receive any as broth-
ren who are without immersion.” Can one who breaks
God’s commands be your brotner? Surely not. It
matters not how full of the 1loly Ghost a brother may
be, you have got to reject him, and thereby deny the
Holy Ghost, if yoy do not know that he is immersed in
literal water, and if he does no teach the samc! O, do
you not see that by holding these carnal types and
shadows you do of necessity deny the Spirit, .and that
salvation which is the end of all types and shadows?

“Not the putting away of the filth of the flesh but
answering a good conscience.” Oh, how that plain
text is wrested to build a sect! The very words of. Pe-
ter in that text, 1 Peter 3: 21, mean just the opposite,
to guard. against the false doctrine thatliteral water
saves which puts away the filth of the flesh. It is not
literal washing that saves, but that of which it isa type,

the inward eleansing which alone can give us a good
ronertence ® RHead the text,

upper Iakes to the Gulf, and from the Carolinasto Cal
ifornia. : )

Ten thousand at least would stumble over my defec-
tion from the gospel, be confused, go back into Baby-
lon, or else go forward and drop me ag arenegade from
tie Bible faith! Worst of all, God would drop me as
he did Judas Iscariot, for my far worse betrayal of Je-
sus by wresting his words'to teach a carnal priesthood
which denies his priesthood, aABE woT AFTER THE LAw
OF A CARNAL COMMANDMENT. Heb. 7: 186, }

No, I say to the water sect in Michigan and all other
localities, go on with your water god and christ, Jesug
is my only priest and Savior in whom I live by faith,
the subtance of all tpes and shadows, judged no more"
by ddad works but by the cternal law of righteousness,
which makes no distinction between one child of God
and another,

IS II' WATER OR RIGHTEOUSNESS THAT MAKES TuR

CHRISTIAN ?
;

This iy the simple question to which those drive us,
who teach water to be thelaw of Christ. The subtilety
of the devil in thus making Jesus author of carnal types
and a priesthood besides himsélf which he came to ful-
filland abolish, turns the church back from the sub:
stance to shadows from faith to sight, from thé Spirit
to the flesh, from Christ and righteousness to a liter'al
type and shadow of the same. Oh, what blasphemy to
charge Jesus with contradicting the whole Bible teach-
ing of faith and salvation as the end of the typical law,
by turning us back from the glorious “substance!
When we have Christ within us by faith, the.end of the
law, sanctified and saved from all sin, what foold and
blind to turn back to shadows! ¢ O, foolish Galatians
having beguu in the Spirit are ye made perfect in the
flesh ?=I would they were even cut off twhich trouble
you,—Let them be accursed.” Thus saith the Tord
Almighty, by his apostle Paul in Galatians, 1 and 3
chapters.

You say it is’only for conscience, to keep his com-
mands, yet you cannot find his ‘words without man’s’
additions commanding it, but he does command not to
divide his charch, Who is responsible then; for.
the division? , "

You know that it is not water that makes the saint
That every one is made a christian by the Holy Ghost,
and water is added afterwards, if at all. You know

Ghost never had literal water, and to condémn their
conscience or to say that they are incomplete without a
priest to baptize them besides *Christ, 18 to
trample Jesus and his work.in the dust. Dare you do
1t? Peter could not withstind God that he saw in Cor-
nelius, although in ignorance he added water before he
rememberéd what Jesus had said of his baptism: Acts
11: 16, yet some now ean withstand God in his children
made complete in Christ, and deny the work of right-
eousness by the Holy Spirit which’they can see! There
is nio eseaping this presumption and wickédness if you

maintain that Jesus commanded literal Sater. J¢ c¢an-

‘that' thousands of the truest saints filled with the Holy" .
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tradicts all the bpult s.work in the faithful who have
not had water. And what is the test? Whit is it
that makes a chrigtian 2 Is it literal water, oris it
“love out of a pure heart, and of.a good conscience and
of faith unielrrued ” Vhl(.h we sce 4n u.brother’s life
which God says is ‘the end of the commandment? 1
Tim. 1: 5, etc. 1f a man had got salvation he has got
all that types and bh&dOW were designed for.

Christ’s Flguratlva Language.

: Unto you it is given to know the inysteries of the
kmgdom of God, but unto others in parables, that seeing
they might not see, and hearing they mlghc not under-
stand.”

, God’s plan wf sifting out- the carnally minded, and,
sepalatuw them from his gpiritual children is too deep
for the carnal mind 1o understand, The words of
Christ in all his teaching of spiritual things are typical,
by parables and figures “of speech which none but the
spnlmally minded can understand. . . The carnal mind
interpreting all his wor'ds literally are blinded by them
It is God’s desmn that it should be so.
ness is the most “terrible mdmnent he visits upou the
gmlty in this life.

. T will here give a few m%tance@ and show how men
stumble at words, stumble at the stone God has pur-
posely laid for the disobedient to stumble over, the
stone which the bxuldera have always rejected. 2 " Pet.
2: 6-8.

Jobn 6: WIauv were following Jesus for the loaves
and fishes, Jesus vold them hé bLread of God js he
Which comcth dowh from heaven and giveth lifc to the
world, They said: “ HEvermore give us this bread.”
tIesus said: = I am the bread of life: he that cometh to
me shall never hunger: and he that believeth on me
shall never urirst.”

“The Jews murmured at him because he said I am
the bread.” "They took his words literally as most of
his professed disciples do now, and did not inderstand
that he meant to cut themn off for their carnality and
«disobedience of heart.

Iic continued: ** No man-can. come to me except the
Pather which hath sent me draw him.” Worse and
worse! Theysshould not o¢nly never hunger if they
came'to him, the bread of heaven, hui they could pot

ome c‘\éum the Father draw them! This surely stum-

bled them!

"Yet Jesus continues his mexphcab]e words: “ Your
fathers did cat manna :}nd are dead.—If any maneat of
this bl ead he shall live, and the bread I shall give ismy
flesh.” '

“The Jewa the1 efore strove among themselves saying
How can this man give us his flesh_ o eat?? They were
utterly confounded. Josus made Thimself greater than
their fathers, who were.dead, while by eating his
flesh, they might live forever. MHow could  this be?

'Bmld it again in three days.”

Moral bllnd‘ .

and thow mme.” This'is one of six, 6r more direct and
plain commands of Jesus totake a cross and beat it if we
would be his disciples. He bore the literal cross, and
there is six times as muclt Authority from Jesus to beai‘
a literal cross &g thete is for eithet feet-washing, baptism
or any fleshly suppex Oatholics keep this ordinance:
Why don’t Prqtestants ‘who enjoin dther rites? No rea-
son whatever %xc\.pt the whims and caprices df Protest-
ant prlest;maft who make tnjust disginctions between
Christ’s supposed eordinances.

At another time Jesus said : ¢ Beware 0f the leaven of
the Pharisees.” His disciples understood him to mean
the literal lesiven of bread, because they had brought no
bread, and nothing but ‘unleavened bread was allowed b
‘the 1.,tW during Passover. Just as all carnal minds, the%
could not see beyohd legal rites and ceremonies in hig
command. So Jésus rebuked them sharply because they

saw not his spiritnal mefmmg

Again, Jesus said: ¢ Destroy this temple and I will
This the Jews under-
stood of the literal temple and aceordingly accused him
before Pilate of speakiny against, their t’emple

Again, Jesus tells Nicodemus of the New Birth, and
he thongh a mister”in Israpl understands only a ht;ex al
birth. “And when he said sve must be born of water and
Of' the-Spirit the same masters in Israel, to-day, under-

stand literal wateér, just as Nicodemus understood 4 liter-
al regenemtlon

Jesus said to the mother of Zebedee’s clnldx‘en that
the¥ could have the*honor of his kingdom if they could
dfink the cup he should drink of” and be baptized with
the baptism he snould*be baptized with. They said they
could |—Jnst like multitudes of greater fools to-day, who
understand only a ritnal cup and g ritual baptism, and |
Kknow nothig of his cup of suftering and baptism of fire
and of the Holy Ghost. *

Again, Jesus says that when we pray we are not to-be
as by pocrites, but to enter our closets and shut the door
and pray in secret. Many also take this as literally cut”
ting offall social or public prayer which yould make his
words conflict with his own .example, and with other
scmptme

Again, when, Jesus speaks Of death and life as the pen-
alty “and rowmd of sin and repentance there are those
who understand only a literal death and life of the ﬂesh
and arve blind to spiritual states.

Over against these figuiitive or comparative forms of
speech we ean easily dlstmfrulsh the literal commands of
Christ.

When he tells us to take no thought for the body what
we shall eat or have for our clotpm ~—or to sell that. ye |
have and give alms, to lay not up treasures on earth, I
don’t find any dl&posed tetbuild a sect on the literal con-
structioh of-these words.

Whent Jesus.tells us hig new commandment in con-
trast with the law of Mosgg, the law .of brotherly love
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“They ctald not understand him any Inore than carnal
minds can to-day, who have made seven different sects
trying to baptize as they suppose he commanded.
Josus repeated the same, blind words in stronger
terms over and over again.

Many ther clore of hlb disciples said it is a hard say-
mrr who can hear i, and from that time went back
and walked no more with him.

. Although Jesus said: It is the Spirit that quicken-
eth; the flesh profiteth nothing:the words thay [ speak
unto you they are spirit and they are life.”  Yet
these carnal disciples would understand him as speak-
ing htelallv of the flesh, so they left him .o perish
in their sins. Plecmdy as many no v interpret Christ’s
words about eating his body, unaerstanding only the
literal body and “the literal bread, being Blinded by
their carnal minds to saving Lruth So also about
hteml baptisms and literal crosses.

* Jesus said to his disciples on ummr the Passover,
Luke 22: 19: “This is my body.” So thousands un-
derstand Jesus fo mean that the bread of the Passover
becomes the literal body of our Lord when the priest
{n‘ays over it. Luther contcads dgainst Zwingle for
his 1d@n, while the latter Held it to be his bodv only
in,a spiritual or typical sense. This was the first sad
splln -of Protestantism, all because Luther held to the |
Superstition of carnal Rome in this literal sense of
Christ’s words.

Jesus said to the woman at the well of Samaria,

% Whosever drinketh of the water that I shall give hlm
ghall never thirst. —The woman said give me this water
that I thirst not neither come hither to draw.” This
woman, just like the majority of sectarians, understood
him literally and wanted the water to save her the
trouble of drawing. Bul avhen he told her of the well
of water within, and proved his’prophetic power, she be-
lieved with a more true spiritual understanding.

Next came his disciples and asked, him to “efit the
Téat they had brought. He said: “I have meat to cat
that ye-lenow not of.” They wanted to know if"any man
Ead’blotwht him meat. Just as all ritualists now who
ﬁunk onlv of the-literal eating and literal baptisms.

Then they saw the Samaritans coming, and Jesus said:
¢ Say ye not there four months thén cometh the har-
vest 7—Lift up your eyes and look -on the fields ; for
they ave white already to harvest” If modern Chris-
tians had heard those words the¥ would have been for
buying McCoimick’s reaper as gchlirch property, and
aould build a sect on wheat harvesting. It isa wonder
they don’t think of this, the way they genera lly treat
Thrist’s words.

T Matt. 16: 18, Jesus says to Peter: “Thou art Peter, on
tlns rock will I Build my church.” These words have
beén taken, by carnsl Rome as authority for Peter’s-being
the literal rock on which their church is built.

And next verse, © I will give unto thee the keys of the
klngdom of h(,aven and, whatsoevet thou shaly bind*on.

,ealth " eté,, have been, taken literally as the basis of hi-

_erar Chle‘tl powe1 <and authm ity by Rome arid %her carnal

~church progeny.
And thé 24th verse Jesus said: “If any man will come

after mé, let him dony hiwms:lf and take wup his cross

-

1-don’t find any sect it SIS Only  GiStIgUISHInG
command. Where Je’éuq commands 11(rhteous
riess ocarnal minds makewo hobby of that. Hls direct
teachinrg to seek ‘first his  kingdom and’ righteousness
is nnheeded ,—tu be one aghe and the I*athel are one is
tlampled undcr foot, to db (xod’s will in earth as it is
done in heaven, men care not; but with infinite 11) pogerisy
they will tear his blev ding body to pieces in thefr zeal for
a litéral water nndmstnndmd of his great commission to
make dxsuples of all nfmons because of the wvords bap-
tizing 'them, and they know ot no other sense in which
nations can be pmlﬁed or vashed except by the putting
away the filth of the literal flesh with the zeal of the
Pharisees who make clean-the outside of the -cup and
platter.

So at another time when Jesus was at the table with
the twelve, and they hegan to ask one another who
should be greatest, Jesus takes a towel and acts the part
of a servantrin those daysivhose business it ‘was to wash
the master’s feet. Luke. tells us all about it, except the
feet-washing. -He tells about the strife among the disci-
ples and that Jesus rebuked their pride, told them none
should be lords in his lqnodom but as he set the exam-
ple and became a sewfmt, S0 Lhey should be servants to
one another. John tells how Jesus acted the servant by
feet-washing, which part Luke did not tel: because that
was not the lesson nor the design of his words to insti-
tute a ite, but to teach humlhtv between brethren.

But now this lesson is, trampled and perverted by
those who scruple not to lord it over God’s heritage,
tyrannize over conscience, put a brother down becwse
he sees not as they do, ang rend the body of Christ with
contention f{or carnal forms, while with hypoouttcal pre-
tense of- extraordinary love afid zeal for Jesus, they bare
their feet and hmbs in a.promiscuous assembly to do
pennance over a wash tub’in mock Humility which would
put the blush on the most superstitious and bhnd devo-
tee of Rome! 4

The poor Catholic that eats ndo"meat on Friday, con-
fesses to a priest, puts pebbles in his shoes and wears a
crucifix, shows more sensd and understanding of Scrip-
ture. O, that men ivould get the scales off from their
spiritual cyes!
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The Locality of Sin, or Ground of Judgment.

The central érror and lie of Satan by which he causes
all divisions among God!schildren is in placing sin and
holiness-in outward things instead of the heart and mo-
tive of the sinner or runt

The Quaker makes holiness to consist in -certain cuts+
of garment, of forms of words, stillness, absence of our
wills, going by impressions. and leadlnvs not of our-
selves. Mo them all is sin which is contrary to these
vutward tests.

Rivualists make sanctity to ¢onsist.in literal water, 1it-
cral bread and wine, various liter al observances, and dis
tinctions of days and other ontward things, and sin to |
fonsist in non-confor mity'in these respects.

Sonje teach sin to consist in eating pork, or using cer-

QMW@(})L ‘uhm g}e knownas his disciples, | ioled?

church to depend on joining.a socxety men have organ-
ized, and Jience plactlcally malke it sin to ‘stay outside of
such socigties.

In this way all divisions are caused among saintg of
God, and hence all confusign and cause of spiritnal death
to the church and infidelity through the world. The
ttuth over against this viwal error is ‘that sin and holiness
depend on no outward thing svhatever, but only on the
state of the heart toward .God.

Where there is-aheart and a.will to do God’s will,
there can be no sin, nor anything but true holiness.
This is the- whole 'difference between the-saint and sinner.
The only importance of any outward act or condition of a
man is the proof it may give that his heart is right or
wrong. ‘He who makes any outward thing whatever a
sin or a-virtue except-only as there is proofof a wrong
heart, is a false teacher. To locate sin or sacredness in
outward things, and not in the manifest mobxves of the
heart, is to act the Pharisee and the false prophet.
Prove to us that & man love God and hates unrightecus-
“ness, and that proves that he has. and keeps all obliga-
‘tory commandments. No law is agginst him. Who-
ever condemns him for not obse1v1n(r any command or
outward thing whatever which others suppose to. be ob-
ligatory, condemm not him but Christ, and are the mani-
fist enemies of God.

[t is the gospel of Satan always and never the gospel
of Christ which locates sin in any outward thing what-
ever: All the gospel has to do is with the hearts of
men, and with those things only which test the heart and
prove it’good -or bad by universal consciefce.

-

THENO-SECT SECT.

This is now the contradictory épithet with which those
are reproached who repudiate all other religious names
and faiths, and charches except the dispised Jesus alone.,

A no-sin-sinner, a no-liguor-drunkard, a no-stealing-
thief, a no-fraud-imposter, an honest lidr, a kind hearted
murderer, a meral villain, a concordent, contxadlctlon is
the hardest language which our sanctified Free Metllodlst
tongues can bend or twist against us. '

Well we are told that two negatives destroy one
another. If, therefore, they tell the tx‘uth when they say
We are a NO-SECT- SKECT, then it Togically follows that we
are no sect at all. A nb-sect-%ct can be no sect at all, if
words mean whas they say. If we arve no_ sect, (then we
cannot be a scel at the same time. But if is impossible
to tell'what modern sanctified tongues mean, unless as a
rule you just reverse all they say and undel stand them
by the oposite meaning from their words. The excep-
tion to this rule is when their risings get too much the
‘better of their sanctification to use hype1bole of speech,
then they are apt to spcak what they mean 1n words
which admit of no‘doubt.

Jesug Christ is not the head- of a sect, but of all God’
people on earth, Every sect is a sepammon from the one
body of God’s people on earth and in heaven. The whole
rloisgegeob-on-gohism~ ofithe- family of Gaod,
the righteous ; and a multitnde of divisions.exist in the
world and beIODg*to the world, and sin is the separating
cause of every division. Christ’s followers are a separa-
tion from the world.only by separation from sin and sin-
ners. It is gin in"every case that causes division. Who-
ever advocates Or pleads for division except from siny
plefmds for sin, and-is of the devil. To divide the family
of Christ’is 10 cause sin and to plactlee the same,

If all on earth siould join sects and déenominations ex-
cept one man, and he should abide alone in Christ, that
man would be the only tr - visible church ofChust and
would be no sect ; all ‘others besides would be vxslbly
sectarian. , Whoever accuses those who vefuse all divis-
ions, and abide in Christ alone of being o sect are just as
wicked liars as those who say that Jesus is not the Son
of God, or as those who say that a horse is sound when ¢
tlhiey know it ds not, or who promise to pay what they
never intend to pay. Those who lie about the church of
Christ or Glod’s plan of salyation are a, much worse liars
than any who are frands i money matters, as the kind-
dom of Christ is more important than worldly property.
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Notes on Letters.

A brother from Newcastle writes:

“ There is more wickedness than-righteousness in the
seots you so strongly oppose. But I'cannot learn from
Serlptme or any other source that it is necessm:lly
wrong for Ohmsmcms tosunite or organize to aid each
other in carying on the work of the Lmd i

Answer. If men are Christians, that is in Christ,
they are already organized and umted and ought to act
accordmwly If bemg in Christ don’t unite them then
‘their faith is vain, and all attempt to unite by human
‘bonds and organisms is hypoerisy. Christians ought
to act as mch .and be united by virtuns of bemfr in
Christ.

To get tip other bonds besides Christ only proves
thuy have no fAifH. “Wé don!t nced to GFganize the
edarthly famlly Whétenatural love exists. How much
less the family of ‘Christ! Tor Christians {hetefore to
make special bonds of-upion divide$ them' from aH
other Christians, bence makes a scet, and treats Jesus
with contempt and tr amples on that law of love which
condemns partiality and respect of persons. I may
¢hoose 'to work with one brother rather than ahother,
or one locahty than another, but to form bondg of love
and umty besides Christ, so as to leave any saints out-
side is to divide the bodv of Christ, and is a greater sin
Than any sect ‘contdins beSId’(,b

Camp-meectings and Othex Appointments, !

Wednesday, August 29, there will be a camp-meeting in the

name of Jesus oulw less than a half mile West of Dunlap Sta-
tion, Morris Co., ]‘musqs, to hold one week. 1t Providence
permits L e\pnct.td be present.

Dunlap 18.on the Missouri Pacific R. R. between Junction
City and Emporia. Let-all who can come with tents if poss
ble, but come any ivay, to the above and all the irée meetm&
to stiy through.

Also, if it ple‘tse God, I expect to ]\old a tent or camp-meet-
mg At Guthrlo Center, Guthrm Co., lowa, eommenclncr Sept.
127 Wednesday, and holdmg one week.

tain kinds of vegetation, minerals, medxcmes, ete. The

whole sectarian world tesch completeness in Christ’s

Also a camp- wmeeting or cave meeting at Cave-in-Rock, Har-
din’co. Il W ednesdd\ Get. 3d. to hold oneweek.



