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. The Nature of God.

His Love, Wrath, Atonement and Justice.

«Mhis ig life eternal, that they might Bnow thee the only
true God, and Jesus Christ whom thod hast sent.” John 17: 3.

Ig,.norance of God and of Jesus Christ is the greatest

1 Seripture as full of wrath and aljorrende for those who
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tent orin that sense that he was \{in'g to spare anfi
offer a sacrifice to save. Love injimited and quali-

sinner, while it only increases hisrror so long as he
refuses to repent.

God sends the rain on the just @ unjust, causes his
sun to shine on the evil and the bod. Every aet of
mercy to the wicked is a manfstation of whatis
called love, yet it is not love in 3 “full sense. It has
no approbation for or delight in § wicked, but wills
that they be spared, and have ojortunity to repent.
In this sense only..God loves } enemies, He com-
mends his love toward us in th{ while we werc yet
sinners Christ died for the ungod. This is the kind
of love we have for our enemies, pray for those who
despitefully use us, and return gal for evil in all cases.
But this is notlove iu its ordinart sense. It does mnot
mean that we should approve, orjelight in, or fellow-
ship, or become attached to any yo are willful sinners
and enemies-'of God. God is notepresented as loving
sinners as such in Scripture with nqualified love or, at-
tachment to them, but just tY reverse. While he
spares and offers mercy he is repesented all through

will not repent. *
It makes no*difference what wrds we use, we want
to understand the true sense congyed.

‘WHAT VIEW OF LOVE DOES TIEE BIBLE EXHIBIT ?

%
Begining with our first parens, did God show that
fond indulgende after Adam’s fal, that the enemies of
righteousness call parental love, jhat overlooks a will-
ful sin in a spoiled child, and dly fondles him tbe
more ? Did God tell the pogr cfeatures who had eaten
forbidden fruit how he loved them, and then try to win
them by greater indulgence in t]ie luxuries of pamdlse?
Did hé turn them loose to wandér at pleasure beneath
the bowers of that delightful garden? No, a flaming
sword of veugearice hangs between them and the tree
of-life, they are turned out to dig for a living and die
at last, and the very'ground and-all nature is cursed for
their sakes. Such is'the first scene of history in which
figures the God of love! How utterly in contrast with
that soft ideal which now comes, from the religious

% f thesg last days., And the reason men don’t
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there are’fo few who faithfully preach him iu *fhese.
times, and because men do not honestly look into his
inspired word, but form an idea of God after their own
hearts and corrupt imaginations. .

The ideal of government which the guilty cherish is
always of the opposite character to that which the wix-
tuous and law abiding approve. Precisely so is the
ideal which men have of God determined by their own
moral state, whether their hearts are corrupt or pure.
The righteous love a totally different God from what
+4he wicked entertain. A God of justice and severity
toward the wicked is the opposite character to what the
wicked ascribe to him, and hence is the only true ideal
of God. This corresponds preciseley with the God of
the Bible in both the Old and New Testament, and
also corresponds with' the God of nature.

¢
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THE ATTRIBUTE OF LOVE.

i. “Gobp1s Love.” Thisis his essential - nature and

- character. False.ideas of God come from false ideas
of love more thdn anything else. It is sweet for the
guilty to contemplate a God-of love in the sense they
mean, because it disarms their guilty fears. DBut the
awful mistake is in their, false idea of love.

g We want to know first, the different senses in which

the word is used, to discover the deception.

Wolves love sheep, spiders love flies, devils love
souls; Jesus says Publicans and sinners love those who
love them, and all wicked men love those in whom they
have selfish gain or gratification. Animals also love
thewr young, Natural kindred love each other. All
this love has only a selfish basis and seeks the good of
its object only so far as selfish feelings and .desirgs are
gratified. This blind love is asscribed to God, which
makes no distinction on account of character, and hence
does not contemplate the good of the creature. This
love has no moral virtue, and it converts men into dev-
ily by devouring instead of saving its object. Itis
blasphe:zous to attribute such love to God.

Again, true love is distinguished into various degrees
or kinds.. In the full sense of the word it means an ap-
proval, admiration for, delight in as well as attatchment
and devotion to its object. Theologians call thisthe
love of complacency.

To say that this love is exercised by a holy God to-
ward wicked men is a most horrible imputation against
his character. And yet this word is used by most of
the religious world to-day as expressing God’s mind
toward all sinners. We find no such love as this
ascribed to God in Scripture, but just the reverse of
this all through the Bible.

‘We read “God so nLoveD the world that he gave his
only begotten Son that whosoever believeth on him

* might not perish.”

So LovED the world, indeed. That text exprésses it.
The word love is used to express a disposition for any
act of mercy or kindness tqward the undeserying whom
God cannot approve or delight in but does abhor, while

-

hata~uot hatl cexperience of

40, For I lift up my hands to heaven, andsay, I live for ever.
41 1f I whet my @littering sword, and mine hand take hola
on judgment; I will render vengeanee te mine enemics, and

fied sense, yet wonderful and infijely affecting t6 the | il yeward them that hate sae.

49 T will make mine arrows drunk with blood, and my

| gword shall dévour flesh; and shat with the blood of the slain

and of the captives, from the beginning of revenges upon the
eneny.

This song Israel were required to often repeat.
There is something of a contrast between it and the
somgs of Sankey and all the reputable revivalists whe
are lullabying the pebple to sleep with strains of divine
love. Itis a different God ‘altogether from what is
now generally known. This is the God of the Old Tes-
tamient through.

But now under the gospel, they teach that we have a

‘different God. How 1sit?

We first hear of his birth in Bethlehem ,in human
flesh, and what then, is Herod and ail J er“a.sg.lem de-
lighted with this new manifestation of Love incarnate?
No. We read that fHerod was treubled and ail Jerusa-
lem with him. Their guilty consctences told them
that he was no honey of a god which the wicked would
wélcome, but only the same dread Jehovah: of Sinai
clad in mortal fesh.

The fury with which Herod chased the }_)ba{ntom of
his guilty imaginations in the slaughter of inmocents,
shows his appreciation of Christ’s tsue character..

And who is this Jesus, the express image of the
Tather’s person, and the emodiment of his love? Hear
him:

“ Wxeept your rightesusness exceed therighteoudness-of the
Geribos and Pharisees ye shall in no case anter the kinggdom of
heaven.—Many will say unto me Lord,. Lord havewe not
prophesied in thy, name, in thy name have cast out devils,.in
thy name done many wonderful works? Then will T profess
unto them I never Knew you, depart fromme ye that weork in-
iquity.”

Woe unto you seribes and Pharisees; hypocrites,. and
again and again, Woe unto you Scyibes and Phanisecs
hypocrites, who make clean the: outside of the'cup and
piatter,-'—make Jong prayers and shall receive the
greater damnation.—Compass land and sea to make a
convert, and when he is made ye make himtwo fold
more the child of hell than yourselves.”

press and pulpit! Another Gdd altogether. .
Almost_ the sfhe In history 1s

that~—surprises- and. COASCS
frantic multitudes up the hill-si
the last shrub or crag is coveredjwith the angry waters,
and the helpless infant and mother and aged and young
who had climbed up and olung to the last shred of hope
with shrieks of despair sank in horrible death! Such
again is the God of love revealed in his disposition
toward incorrigible sinners and their households. Not
exactly the sweet tender being with which hirelings to-
day are soothing our hundred fold.more guilty popula-
tions of Christendom!

A very litele later and five cities of the plain with all
their teeming populations are suddenly overwhelmed
with a minature hell of fire and brimstone. And so ter-
rible' was the wrath that the wife of thefleeing family
of Lot, for looking back, was made a monument of ven-
geance. )

Near the same time old Abraham, the favorite of God,
is seen leading his darling son Isaac like a sheep:to be
sacrificed, a trifling ecircumstance yet full of meaning
showing the holy jealousy of the'great heart of infinite
love lest some’creature share our love'which is due to
him! . .

A little later the angel of death hovers over Egypt,
and the first born in every house is a corpse because
the king refuses Grod’s cofnmand to let his people go.
And then Pharoah’s armies are all engulfed in the an-
gry sea which had opened to let Israel thiough. Such
1s the discriminating love of our God which delivers
those who trust him, and crushes out his foes.

And need I follow Israel through their chequered his-
tory of constant rebellions and divine visitations of
fury? It is all expressed inthe vivid verses of Deuter-
onomy 32, the song of Moses.

¢“They provoked him to jealousy, with strange gods, with
abominations provoked they him toanger 17 They sacri-
ficed unto devils, not to God; to gods whom they knew not,
to new gods that came newly,up, whom your fathers feared
not. 18 Of the Rotk that begat thee thou art unmindful,
and hast forgotten God that formed thee. .

19 And when the Lord saw it, he abhorred” them, because
of the provoking of his sons, and of his daughters. 20 And
he said, I will hide my face from them, I will .see what their
end shall be: for they are a very froward, generation, children
in whom ig no faith., .

21 They have moved me to jealousy with that which is not
God; they have provoked me to anger with their vanities: and
I will move them to jealousy with those which are not a peo-
ple; I will provoke them to anger with a foolish nation.

22. For a fire is kindled in niine anger, and shall burn unto
the' lowest hell, and shall consiime the earth with her incr
and get on fire the foundations of the mountains, 23 I wil
heap mischiefs upon them; X will spend my drrows upon them.

35 To me belongeth véngeance-and recompence; their foot
shall slide in due time: for the day of their calamity is at hand,
and the things that shall come upon them make haste.

36 XYor the Lord shall judge his people, and repent himself
for his servants, when he seeth that their power' is gone, and
there is none shut up, or left. '

37 And he shall say, Where are, their gods, their rock in
whom they trusted. 38 Which did eat the fat of their sacri-
fices, gnd drank the wine of your drink offerings? let them
rise up and help yeoun, and be your progection.

89 See now that I, even I, am he, and there is no god with

he spares and seeks to save from their hatefulness, So
Joved the world, that is he loved the world to that ex-
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me. I kill, and I make alive; I wound, and I heal; neitheris
there any that can deliver out ofany hand.

Py—
*

“Ye fools and blimd,—Ye blind guides which strain at gnat
and swallow a camel,— Ye also-outwardly appear unto msn to
be righteous, buat within yeare full of hypocrisy and iniquity.~
S%e.gre she child

fioﬁ , gf vipers, (snakes) how can ye escape the “damnnation of
1c]1? :

Such fierce maledictions, not once or twice, but every
time he encountered the pious sectarians and leaders of
thechurch at Jerusalem, who were as nice religious
men as you can find in all the ranks ef the modern sec-
ond-blessing anti-tobacco holiness, full of zeal for eon-
verts, and for religious whitewashing as any in these
days, full of sweetness and gentleness toward all the
false, and as full of venom as anp now toward those
who like Jesus uncover their hypoerisy. This opens up
to'our view the spme awful Jehovah whose flaming
sword expelied our first parents from Paradise,
drowned the guilty world, burned the cities of the
plain, drowned Pharaoh’s army and i fury left the car-
casses of a whole generation of his own Israel in the
wilderness. It is the same hot displeasure at willful
sin.

Not even the sword of the angry Elijah which cut
off the heads of four hundred and fifty false prophets
was 5o keen and terrible as the blade of fierce denunci-
ation from the lips of Jesus, which exasperated those
‘pious sinners to a madness that gnashed on him, and
and with fiendish hate mangled his body on the cross.

Meek personally; and gentle as a lamb even unto
death, there glowed in the Spirit of his mouth the same
hot fire of wrath toward inigunity which burned Sodom,
or beheaded false prophets. The entire spirit of the
terrible Elijah was in him, and this is what stirred the
fury of a corrupt church to take his life.

Hear him again® “ It is better to enter into life halt
or lame, or blind, than having two hands, etc., to be
cast into hell fire that never shall be quenched, where
the worm dieth not and the fire is not quenched.—Cast
ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness whére
shall e weeping and gnashing of teeth.—Depart ye
cursed into-everlasting fire prepared for the devil and
his angels.+The wrath of God abideth on him.—It will:
be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah in the
Judgment than for thee.”

Such are the awful threatenings from the lips of this
God manifest,in the flesh, which exceed ih terror the
lightenings of.Sinai or the wrath which eonsumed an-
cient sinners'with bodily disasters. The wrath of the
014 Testament God was spent in temporal judgments,
but that of the-New Testament " God in eternal -burn-
ings where the guilty worm writhing in térment cannot
even have the privilege.of death. 'Where the rich man
in hell pleading in vain*for a drop of mercy for him-
gelf, implores hopelessly for his five brethren on. earth
that they be warned not to come where he is!

Such is the New Testament God in_ Vesus Christ
whose name is Love! O, it is not the being with
which the pampered hirelings of all sects are to-day
soothing and lulling the fears-of’a guilty church ahd
world for their money and honor!

N\
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istff aie({ililxilti:gi;:geiz%gylt%‘m?fhslp()derl_l revival- |land then we, mi a8 well throw the Bible away, and | lifted hand trembling avith infinite fury, just ready fo

God og mning. a ugar‘.' toyy andynot‘.ﬂ?e substitute Spiritwim. Blind*souls are casily. lead by [sweep them all intq the Take of fire, just as we would
y . Tipgning the guilty Bible wdirds have no.|SWeep venomous formsand ‘spiders from our hearth-

4

.80 just. asstuiothv Loy

.

2 consuming fire not to sin, but every sinner who
. Willnot fepeng and cease his sins.

-

*s

A
. ofmo use to us.
~ wdrds_uselessin their natural seuse, simply robs us oft
. the Bible, and

given u§ a revelation in avprds, -then-hig meaning is £b

be faken in Hie semye in.avlich the wor
. §tood*by‘ all:whpsuse ghe‘l:{mguagp.x
s4on is-a fraudwarid-ajpratense only. If.ave have to. de-
~Pend upona hidden senge of words which & Spiritualist

Scripture words of wrath, pumshment, vengeance, ete.,
as having asecond sepse or méaning which persons only.

world for the sudden and I)Efﬁ'ibie
pointed hope. bz :

s

o . T aT ) o] i i
Lhere.never swere. such villaing, prowling. wolves in

pursuit of innocent viet
for selfish gain seothing the fears of the guilty by re

reséntations of God’s love for them in any s

iniquity.
Such is the satanic character of Zion's Wateh Tower

so-called, and all the Swedenborgian' writings, and all’ So whes lc‘exceptiholiness o e do et

the Antinomian writings, and all other

‘while they refuse to tepent and , be saved from thei
sins.,

O, all you svha hold up
draws a rebel world, and don’t show the Christ tha
maddened the Jews with hi 2
‘hypocripes'feel heil torment befora the time, the Chris
who when he comes again in the clouds of ];eaven wil
be greeted with wailing from all the nations of earth

you who are preaching a love Christ that makes the

guilty conscience easy withowt true repentance and put

Jung away of all sin, who teach that he has borne the
sin,, you”
usar ) i destroyers of
human life ahd happiness, are “precisely ‘that FALSE

sin.of any who, will not repent and cease from
a thousand fold worse thay all other

PROPHET which will be cast 1nto the lake of fire witl

the devil, a marvel of guilt and wickedness which will

make all other _damned forget their pains in astonish
ment.at your hideous excess of enormity and woe! 4

Talk of the swees Spirit of Jesis, you " who hate the
sect idols, axd spif the

truth of God that touches your
venom hell at the uncovering of your hypocrisy, your

sweet ideal of Jesus you are yet to discover with horror

is only the Angel of light, the Father of lies!

Tmr'r‘xing to the apostle Paul, the chjof minister of the
New Testament God and Christ, hear him aay of God’s

wrath on Israel in the
happened unte thein for ensamples, and are written for

our-admonition uport whom the ends of the world are

come to the 1ntent that we should nog lust  after evil
??xngs,” ete.  So shen, it is the same God of the Old
Pestament that we have to deal with, and his judg-
ments on Israel show. what we are to expect of his
wrath if we are guilty of lusting, church frolies, golden
calves, man-made churches, strange altars, strm?ge in-
cense, fornicasion literal-or spiritual, other hushands
-and names besides Jesus our true Bridegroom, broken

cisterns of man’s organisms instead of the Lountain of

‘hving waters, Antichrist heads and church doors besides
Jesus, and all other sin.  The same God who said ven-
goance is rhine, I(wxll vepay, L kill, and T make alive, is
the Gotl of Paul’s gospel »ho is no only T

e PUTTC T WL r 'n
drownin world, which is vet held in reserve for a
final burning as literal and awful as the drowning.

Paul preaches +*The wrath of God- is revealed from
heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of
maen who hold the truth in unrighteousness.—Who
‘treasurest up anto-thyself «wyath against the day of
wrath and revelation of the righteous Judgment of
«(xod, who will render to gvery man decording to his
-leeds, to themfthat are contentious, and do not obey the
ruth but obey unrighteousness; indignation and wrath,
<ribulation and anguish upor ¢very soul of man thap
doeth evil, of the J&w first, and also of the Gentile.”

This is enough £b show it s the same God in the o8-
el whose wrath burned no more toward sinners ah-
ciently than now.

In Hebrews 10th chapter we have a vivid picture of
hie vengeance again denounced’ upon those who sig
willfully.  “It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands
of the living God.” And also in the twelvth chapter
is repeated that it will be far worse for the sinner un-
der Christ than for the sinner urider the law of Moses,
By all the dying love of Calvary are the terrors in-
creased’ a hundred fold over those of Simai. And tiren |

closes the chapter with the awful warning to serve him 1

with godly “fedr for owr -God is o consuming fire.”’
yiag interpreters have tried to soothe the guilty
alavmed by this fearful-text, Ly saying it means only
that Ged is a consuming fire” to consume our siis!
Why, then, shonld it excite our fears? Why does the
apostle seek to inspire terror for sin by tle -alarm that
our God is u consuming fire, if it is only to consume
our sms? This is'the'most *barefaced lie "with which
the devil ever sought to comfort' the guilty! Tf the
worsy that ean happento us is to consume our £Sins,
what have we to fear? Neither God nor the devil.
Fhe oppesite is the truth as they know when they
sayit. Itis the same devil who says it that told our
first parents that God was too good to punish their dis-
obedience.
The-Bible from Genesis to Revelations reveals a to-
tally differens God from that false ideal of love, avho is’

The second-sense texching which originated with
Swoedenborg and the devil, which represents all the

on'a higher spiritual plain can understand, is a spiritual-
stic lie. If words‘don’s mean wirat they say, they are
Al teaching'»which makes. Bible'

Js down:right infidelity. If God: has

are ‘under-
therwise revela-

surprise .of disap-
4, *

0 ims of-hust, or malige, on, easth
or in hell, as all whose, preachers and publishers.wvho are

P~ the spiritual idea,{leath to self and the world. It has
: : ! uch sense .
that hisfury w:ﬂlmot be poured out on.them ‘infinitely
more than on Sodom, if they don’t repent and cease all

\ : writings and
teachl{xgs which represent God.as loving the wicked in
any sense that conflicts with his abhorrence for them

a Christ that soothes and.

y flery, thrusts, and made

wilderness,  All these things | o

& Pities or"

N v

such a Rlintd andlse tedcher.
S‘ECO%Q sensediffhit from 4vhat word¢ sare'made to-
eXpress. Figara language abounds in' Scripture,
taking literalsthif tonillustrate. spiritual, but suchifig-
uresmever have akopd sense of [spiritual things.. Lol
“take.the-cross.qf i

*

no sedond sense.

So baptism*ne{ificans anytHin® é€lse in*Christ’s
church but spiritdpurifying. Under the types of Mo-
ses 1t meant. thelyme.” The literal water had no

So when we read &oul, sprit, hatred, Jdove, anger,
wrath, véngeance dribed to God or man, there is no,
secqnd: sense, but defipite idea.the words naturally
.| ¢onvey as uriderstq by-gll who uge the language.,
Ll Those who teac at the words anger, hatred, ven-
goance, fury whighlothe our God with terror to the
W}ck,ed, and whichhtnumber in Seripture the words
b of love and mercy,gx;ean something different from
what all ween dndedand by such words, are the most
¢ consummate liars al tools of Satan this world ever
1 saw: They are doi precisely what the devil did
s when‘ he told Adanind Eve God did mot mean what
he said. There carje no-more decisive proof that a
man 1s a. minister oSatan the angel of light, the father
of lies, than any attnpt by him to make the .awful
words “of divine wraf and fary against the wicked
mean something elslor less .offensive to the guilsy.
God 1s ng different der the gospel than when Qe
drove tlhre guilty pailout of Paradise, cursed the earth,
drowyed it, burned cities, slaughtered his own peo-
-ple a whole genergtia in the .wilderness,, and com-
manded them to slatihter the idolatroug nations. And
[in his béloved Sou, tje express image of his person he
shows the same mindand heart toward the sclfright-
eous hypocritt;s that Toses showed when he slaught-
tered 1dolatrous Israd or Elijah when he eut off the
heads of the falge prohets.
The awful scathing cutting, burning words from the
lips of Jesus shows tie same God of vengeance in

1

Christ’s Spiritnal kingdom, that slanghtered with lifexz-
al ire and sword under the earthly’ kingdom; and the
-apostle teaches in Héyrews 10, and 12, and all the epis-
tlesthat the wrath is just as much more terrible in the
spiritual and eternal kingdom as the spiritual exceeds
the earthly, eternal disaster exceed temporal disaster,
the substance exceeds the shadow, and anguish of the
rsoul exceeds that of the body. Ia that .eternal wrath |
both body and soul will suffer, whereas unqder Moses
only the body perished. “If they died without mercy”
under Moses, “ Of ho¥ much sorer punishiment shall he
be thought worthy”—2under ‘Christ’s spiritua: kingdom,
of which DMoses’ kingqfom was a mere shadow? O, be

stones.dnto the flames!

The popular revival hymns of Mdody and Sankey and
nearly-all modern gospel hymn makers mostly portray a
God and a Christ who lpves with this polluted love, dis-

ist, mever means . mything else but-|xobed of that-justice~and -wrath-that-is essential to purity

and Bible ideas of God. 'T'hereis an awful corrupting
power in modern singing which charms the wicked world,
when<the truth would-only-imspire terror and dismay.
Tbere are more lies sung than preached or published; by
music,and soft-lullabys of love in grthodox churches the
devil is doing more- to hush the public conscience to
sleep than all the Universalist preachers ever did or
can do. .
That awfulédhymn
“ The day of wru“fh, that dreadful day,” .
is sung ne, inore. - .
** And'must Fbe £6 Judgment brought
And answer in that day.”
fs out of date, and in its place we hedr :
“Let ypur deadly doing done,” or
“Iam so glad that Jesus loyes me, even me.” .
is sung by exultant rebels on the verge of hell, who tri-
umph in the lie that with all their iniquity Jesus has be-
come a shield 4nd a confederate with them in their foul
conspiracy of treasor against the love of God.
It is precisely of this class Jesus speaks when he says:
“ Many will say unto me in that day, have we not proph-
esied in thy name, etc.,—and I will profess unto them T
never knew you depart from me all ye that .work iniq- °
uitv.”
G, *“Be not deceived, God is not mocked, whatsoever
& man soweth that shiall he also reap.”
All nature joins its testimony to the Bible in pro-
claiming a God of vengeance as well as a God of mercy.
The fierce tornado that swept over Georgia and the
South hurrying five hundred lives into eternity, sparing
neither belpless infants, nor women, nor aged, nor young,
but left horrible desolation in its track, and,the forms ot
hubdreds of loved ones writhing in every stage of bodily
suffering; 8o also the mighty flood that swept the Ohio
valley and bore on its bosom thousands of wrecked
hames, and repeated Noah’s disaster to Hundreds and
perhaps thousands who climbed houses, trees, rocks and
hills only to find them too low for the stirmounting wat-
ery death, these events proclaim in thunder tones o our
perverse generation that B:éd is the sime that sc¢otrged
the antedeluvians and the cities of the gplain, who
‘alone kills and makes alive, without whom not a spar-
row falls, nor hair is unnumbered!
Ministers of Satan say nature did it.
God did it!
Who is nature?

The Bible says

That blind chance that accidental
Q : d T an

not deceived by apy®f ¢
“_sheep;s clothing who §

-
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04 50 16Ved the vorld " indeed as to spare it from
“deserved vengeande Tdr 4 short time, and give all an
opportunity to repent. “Not willing that an¥ should.
perish but that all should come to repentance.” But he
s not slack concerning his threatenings, for lherwill
come as a thief in the night to surprise a guilty world
with his fury. This is tho Bible view of God. All
other views are false. All that diminishes aught of his
terror to the wicked comes only from the Father of
lies. . )

All the popular talk about God’s love to sinners be-
trays the working of Satan.

uks, “wolves in:qmslips .thr'oklgh.«tg'el' ofliad.

- = Whatever power can out-run, or slip through, or
over-match all other power, that is God! They' try to
get a God back of God who does the dreddful work, and
thereby sooth the -guilty conscience. But the lying
whelps only expose their own falseness, for that is the
very God who has power to do what that say God
could not do. If it is the devil that sends tornadoes and
floods, as. some say, then the devil is God, and
he.is to Le worshiped and his_wrath appeased and propi-
,tiated by our sacrifices. But this is a more Jpalpable lie
than all.  There is too manifest method and design of
wrath.for-sin in all human suffering to attribute it to an
unholy cause. O, No. Reason recoils from every hy-
pothesis but that of the Bible that God is the author of

G instead 0P

God does love sinners in the sense that he spares
them and offers them salvation if they will “accept it,
but he does not love tem in the full sense of the word
as comunonly used. It expresses the most seductive lie
that ever came from the pit, when used without qualifi-
cation.  We cansay “ God SO loved the world.” That
is Bible, but we can’t say God loves sinners, for that is
a lie, and is'not in the Bible. To say God S0 loves, or
lovés 1n that sense that he spares and gives a chance to
become holy, is true. But that he loves, as love is com-
monly understood, takes pleasure and delight 1 sinners
and approves them, (that is what is implied in lové) is
a most blasphemous lie. No holy being conld worship
such a God as that. No oue is any holier than the, be-
ing he loves. Lowe megns the approval of and delight
in the person. Whoever approves, admires and de-
lights in the person of a willful sinner is no‘better than
that'sinner. 11 indorse a note I begome just thé same
ag the man who gaye it in my-obligation for it. If I
indorse.a -wicked person T become just the same as he
is in the eye of thedaw. The word love is never used
-in Scripture in this unqualified sense as expressing
God’s mind to sinners: We donotread that God loves
the proud, the false, the idolatrous, the lustful, and the
wicked. Tt would shock even the seared consciences
of the:world now to say God loves the hypocrite, the
adulterous, the proud, the liars, and thieves and pro-
fane,

To say God loves sinners in the sense this expression
is commonly used means, the same thing. Oh, borrible
blasphemy! I:t is no wonder conscience has almost died
oug of tlie tand! It is no wonder sin is rampant, and
nirder and erime in all its sickening details fills the
columns of our dajly press! God is robbed. of his char-
acter by a lying setof revivalists who cémpass land.and
"'s€a fof convérts and tell the vile"world that God loves
sinhers, that his svath is turned away, or don’t, mean
what, the words expregs, or that Jegus by bLis blood has
purchased impunity for the. sinner, and turped God’s
love into that of & strumpet, and ‘the world into a
brothel where Deity has unhallowed c¢ommerce with
b g i . .
wretcltes thdt should people hell!

F< T am 131(1 the Gé)@: of The. Bible: is 1o such monster of
:polluted 1vE™

Free-lover, as Sweedenborg, was, gebs from,ihé Spirjt--

JIng tltis Aranta-oflies.charmifig  she xile .millions avho-

all human suffering, and < that the same God who de-
stroyed the world by a flood holds the same in reserve
for a more awtul and consuming literal J udgmentof the
last day.

We read in Reevelation of the wrath of the Lamb, and
‘that Jesus *treadeth the wine-press of the fierceness and
wrath of Almighty God,” and of great Babylon which
came in remembrance before God to give unto her the
cup of the fiercencss and wrath of Almighty God;—and
again of the great wine-pressiof the wrath of God, and
of the man who worships the #nage apd has the mark of
the beast in his forehead, onc of the sect names of blas-
phemy, that he shall drink of the wine of the wrath of
God which is poured out without mixture (undiluted)
into the cup of his indignation, and shall be tormented
with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy an-
gels—and the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for-
cver and ever.”

This is the God of vengesnce that sweeps the earth
now with tosnadoes and floods; not that they are greater
sinners in Georgia or the-Ohio valley than on the hill
tops, or in unmolested regions; but that these little gusts
that topple over a leaf here and there, of human hapes,
are dnly the prelude to that hurricane of wrath that
shall sweep our solid globe when the heavens shall be
rolled together as a_scroll and the. elements shall melt,
and ull animate nature be consumed for the curse of
sin !

Remember-that these carthly judgmients show-the same
God that devastated the cities of the plain, as the God of
heavén to-day, thie'Father of J esus, unchaitgeds since he
thundered on Sinai, and now thunders in. the tornado
-and the-flood s well as-in the faithful gospel warning of
this true saints, end 1s just about to thunder the requiem
ot the world’s hope in the dread trump of the last day!

Reader, dbn't be' degeived o1 flattered by the delusive
dreams of a God of love which Satan’s .gospe] ministers
are spreading ¢o-hush your conseiences ﬁo;s}eep!

His tyue love is wonderful cnough, past finding out,
in the gift of his Son to die for us, but this sunlight .of
love has a dark Yack-ground of wrath ‘to heighten_its col-
.ors.  Don’t forget that!" The very love wil’lg intensify the

.

ove s that, aiid,, thd, e, “sits just behind the Hlackress of yout 8espair. if you-don’t repent !
scene on Which the ,faf%e»-proph%n_@ thé béastiTe ehact-

O,-all that s‘mbothpes'sgnd softness'of modern holiness
hypoctisy w’q’:ﬁtfh".bon‘dem‘qs*sin,*if_at all, in guch trimmed

have rejécted Him and hi3"@lirist {8 his-offence, with up> ‘speech and oiled wordsvas to indbrse what it professes to

-
- -

%
o e - W .o ~

Ly 2~

i

¥,
-




-

/

PO

: .
condemn, betrays-a mind andrheart sthe Very opposite of

Christ and of God. To tell the truth of the false as Je-
sus did, and call them <f00ls, serpents, children, of the

devil in the use of his own words will give greater of-
_ ot Christians™ than any
sin can give. The Spirit of Christ to them is the spirit

fense to the present generation

of.Satan, and 50 viceversa, because, they don’t know God
nor’Jesus Christ whom he has sent.
Theve is a meekness and gentleness of
saint shows, which bears all personal wrongs™unto death,
loving our injurers ; while
has a tongue of fire:for all

glijah and of Jesus is almost unknown,
of the sedond:-blessipg type, buf Would to-day put Jesus
more fiergely out of Synagogues than did the Jews of old,
There is no selfish clique or sect in the religious world
that would tolerate Jesus in his fidelity of speeth,as soon
as they would a tiger or mad dog. in any of their meet-
ings. But this is the Christ and the God who is to be
our Judge ! ~ )

‘T'here is not a sectarian meeting nor a holiness band

What a pitiable conditition the blind myltitudes )of .

Christendom are in | And yet Jesus has his owy in the
1didst of all this rubbish of earnality and sins, sheep

who know the voice of the shepherd.
THE ATONEMENT,

1 have not space here to speak of the atonenfent, but
will simply say that the niche of Lope for our guilty race
left in the universal ruin is found only in the sacrifice of
Calvary. I have no speculations upon it. I only give
the facts attested by Scriptare’ and “human experience
that there is hope no where else. Jesus the innocent
Son of God did suffer, and it was not for himselt for he
had no sin. I accept the testimony of God in Scripture
that he died for sintul man. “T'he proot Lhave of'it is my
own and allhuman experience. It saves, and nothing else
does save from sin, “This is enough, 1t matters not to
me how a machine is made if it only does work I need.
Jesus saves, and I believe him. | believed him before 1
was saved, in a sense; My conscience convicted me of
the whole truth. I could not escape it withont adding
to my guils by believing what I knew tg belie. At
length I believed with my heart and was saved. He
bore my sins ih his death, 1 know it, I feel it, I experi-
ence ity and that is theology enough for me. I haye
seen hardened wretches made fit companions for holy an-
gels by this faith, hence I know this faith is of God, and
that all else is a lie of Satan.

No sinner was ever saved by any teaching of God’s
love that has no wrath for sin; nor by anythingelse but the
merits ol Cbrist’s atoning blood. "And this is Bible too..
Lhe Bikl uman expe ‘e both aje my witiresses
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wrath of. Gad from thd sinner that truly ‘believes and re-
pents. The sacrifices under the law show precisely the
relation of the great sacrfice tor the guilty, The whole
Bible points to that sacrifice.

» The greas desire of Jesus to eat the Passover with his
disciples, which he did eat with them and nothing else,
was only to fix the finger of this type from the plood qn
the door posts in Kgypt which shielded Israel, to
make it point the Jew Lence forth to that blood, the sub-
stance of all shadows, which by faith we sprinkle on the
door posts of our spiritual house shielding us from all
condemnation for past sins when truly repented.

No sinner’s conscience was ever relieved from gnilt, no
heart was ever purified without this faith. All trust to
selly or to God s love, or Christ’s love, only sinks us
deeper in the mire of sin, until a view of deserved Wrath
drives us to the blood of atonement, and the Spirit wit-
nesses that it has been sprinkled on the door-posts of our
hearts.

No heathen was ever saved-however ignorant-of Churist,
éxcept by a sensc ot guilt and terror for deserved wrath
he confessed his ruin and plead the mercy of Deity ac-
eording to the light he had. The love of (tod is no
shield for a guilty couscience, bus mercy 1s. When the
sinner pleads mercy he .finds acceptance. Undeserved
pardon is the only plea of honesty or hope for a guilty
conscience ! Jesus in his.dcath just fits this only spot
of the sinnei’s need. For the sinner to say to God or
Christ; * You love me, thereforo | believe you will save
me” is to persuade God by a lie, is to boast a confidence
which is presumption.

But when the sinner says: O, * God Le merciful to mé
a sinner,” I know you justly abhor me, and you would be
holy if you cut me otf fovever; I don’t ask youto love
me as 1 am, I know you cannot love me and be a holy
God, bus I plead thy mercy; I ask what 1 do not de-
serve, not for my sake or thy sake, but for thetoken of
merey which [ see; 'There is o sacrifice some where,
There is some thing that stays the hand of Justice, what
ever that something is; I sceit, [ know it, Amid the
universal ruin 1 see what gives e hope, on the dark
storm cloud I see a rainbow; I cannot fathom thy plans,
but for thy mercy’s sake suve me and make me wiat
thot woulds’t have me be, ore that thou can’st love and
not tarnish thyself”” T'hijs prayer from one who.meter
heard> of Christ would biing to that soul all the grace of
the holiest saint that ever lived. The blood of Christ
would avail for such faith without the knowledge of
God's plan. o

1 will close this by repeating the alarm for that great-
est peril of.our times a hope, built on tha love of God or
of Christ for sinners as they are, and which diminishes
aught of his wrath-for sin unrepented in any of his crea-
tures. N R .

“The wrath of Gad {s yevea ed from heaven against
all unrighteousness and ungodliness of men who
hold the truth jn unrightédusness,” . : ’

All those teachers are sent of Satan who preach God’s
love for sinners as a.ground of human hopes, because it
is.alie. -

Christ every

at the same time like Jesus it
sin and hypocrisy, a spark-of
that whieh shall consume the wicked in eridless torment!*

The meekness and gentleness so agreeable %o the
guilty is the mark of modern holiness, bnt the spirit of

ment. Tt7is tHe sdmelin

of
fip

But to preach the wy
and at the same time h
dition. of repentance f

preached which is the th.
ground of hope oily folch

Tibly disappointed. -T'Y is

plead only his sacrifice

forgiven and restored.
The most deceitful

that hides the wrath forln

such a gospel is, to sthe the Jguilty, |

sin, honest ‘confession andta |in

restoration to holingss b preach the same that apostles | lances.”

Those who'tiust the lotf God for sinners will bs Lor-

confess the justice of ottondemnation before G{)d, and
mercy, the death of Jésus, as
our hope with sincere réntancefor our sins, we are

dfalse work «done in modern
times is that teaching ofe love of God and of Jesus 1
and smuggles us into hope
‘without true repetance moliness‘of heart.

either case.. “Thereficct of-

God toward all sinners,
the offer of mercy on con-

¥

The death of Jesus is the | 3¢

as renounce all other hope.

not* the ‘gospel. But if we

50 we have written the following.

gaid unto him,
law;
t0 walk after the customs.
22 What is it therefore e
gether: for they will hear the

them; 24
with them,

ing thee, are nothing;
aud keepest the law.

himself with them entered it

ing should be offered for evely

This was twenty seven years
How is it possible that me£
Mose s, and that they were not

when"Paul wiote his epistle'to

They were all Jews,
for the law.

were all yet under
AW hoeyer dispnt

word of God and g it the-
ended at the death of Christ, u
were done away. Yet thisis

every one who teaches that we

to eirenmeise their children,
toms." .
All swho advoeate outward ri

circumeision and from Moses.
But we sec that it was o lyin

just the contrary, Le kept th

L to this time.
| sused P’aul of, is what all ritua

is a lic now.

and purity thyself with them,

mony of ‘Paul and all the
apostles at this time, twenty se
fiot under Moses ?

fices of

cised,

aught the Jewish believers t0
ish rites. In-11th chapter 20

Passover, and suys it is not the
supper which they did eat, and

these facts all tpgether and we
year after his fivst epistle to
proves to the Jews at Jurusale
apostlés that the rites of Moses
Jewish believers, but that Gen
fret¢d from all the rites.

deceive the Jews and make the
Moses, that James and all the
thus to lié to the Jews.

Oh; horrible imputation agai
No, Paul was tite, and did w
taught the Jews to do, to keep

he walked orderly and kept the
an apostle of his.-

It"makes no difference whether they preach that God
loves sinners, without an atonement or* with ap atone-

1l N

when.the epistle to Tfebrews w.
instruction the Jéwish believer

’

[A Brotlier in Summitville, Tex requested an exglanation of Acts 21: 20-26,

The Word of God orthe Ordinanges of Moses.

Thou sees{brother,” how many thousands of
Jews there are which belieg: and they are all zealous of the | 4
21 Andthey are infrmed of thee, J
1 alt the Jews which are amdg the Gentiles ‘to forsake Mpses,
saying that thay ought noti circumecise their children, neither

that we say to thee: We hay four men which have a vow on
Thewm take, andpurify thyself and be at charges
that they may- #fve their heads:
know that those things, wheof they were informed concern-
; but tjop thyself “also walkest oyderly,

25 As torching the Gentges which believe, we have writ-
ten and coneluded thas theypbseive no such thin g save only
that they keep themselyes thm things offered, to idols, and
from blood, and from strangled, and from fornication.

“an read this word of' God and
then say that Christ and apostles were not under the Jaw of

and shadows putil near the end ,0f New 'L'estament history

thirty one years after Pentecdst. . .

“Thou seest how many thousands of Jews there are which
believe, and they are allzealdys of the, law.” This is what |
James and all the elders or apbstles at Jerusalem said to Paul. | i
And alkJewish believers were zealous
T'his admits of fo excoption! 'This js from the
highest Bible authority, the' apostles at Jerusalem:,

practiced by Jesus and apostles.

* They are informed of thee ghat thou teachoest all the Jews
among the Gentiles to forsalte Moses, suying they
neither

Paul and all the aposties that they did turn the Jews frou.

had never yet auvised any Jew not to be circumelsed.

tanght the Jews to'keep the.Passover and all outy ard rites up |
The very thing which the enemies of Christ ac-

Moses, and leave the rites of the law-.

Hear the apostles to Pgul further: .
* We have four men which have o vow on them, them take |°

that they may shave their heads and all may kuow that those | 1
things whereof they were informed ot thec
that thou thyself also walkest orderly, and keepeat the Jaw.?
"T'his is plain and cannot be misunderstood. t
-to Jewish rites in the temple to assure the Jews that lie still t
‘keptithe law of Moses, and that the charge against him that
he had turned from Moses, was  false.
apostles said to Paul, and thisis what he
he was faithiul'in all the rites vf Moses.
How cun men oppose their assertion to this combined testi-

“Then Panl took the men, and the next day purifying him-
self with them, entercd into the temple to signify the secom- |-
plishment of the days of puritication until
should be offered for every one of them.” S

S0 Paul submitted to the rites of Moses’ law, and had sgeri- t
tored for him to prove to the Jews that the charglps
against him were false, and that he still kept all the types and
. shadows, and had never pérsuaded,u‘ny Jews to give them np.
On the contrary we read in his letter to Corinthians 7; 17,
written one year before this, he ordains that he,that is o Jew
remain a Jew, and e that is unciretuncised remain uneircum-

In fifth chapter says: ¢ Christ our Passover is sgeriticed
for fts, let us keep the feast.” cte.

taught his Jewist disciples to eat it, twenty times calling the
same feast the Passoverand feast of unlevehed bread. " Iut

Some say Panl Submitted 4o the rités of the Iaw merely to |

Jew, and no Jewish believer had yetforsaken. Moses. ¥e did
not act a lie in submitting to,Jewish ritgs 4o agsure them that

We cun sce the fact from this "iii,story that all the apostles,
and Jesus before them kept the law of Doses yp to the time
‘of Paul’s‘captivity, and nntil thirty one years after Pentecost

Whoever disputes thig is infidel to God’s word.
what Paul and all the aposties at Jerusalem atirmed we deny
all Seripture, for it is all'one and the-same inspired word.

Christ and apostles were 211 under Moses.
one question left, and that is

S{Lgll we jollow Christ and apogtles-under Moses, amd Jeep the fleshily
rites, or shall we uceept the gospel to Gentiles, and last of all to Jews,
which iequires no oytward observince? ’

up to this time and henee until the cpistle t.

% T -
These are the facts'gn-the authority of- All the apostles.. ~

If we deny

Paul in Heprews 9: 10 aflirms that the old tabernacle stood
meafs and drinks and divers  Baptising and carnal ordi-
Aud we inpst, either ‘deny his authority and all
ipture or confess that the rites and ceremonies perform by
And there is only

Shall we accept Christ ag our only priest, a complete Savior,

or shidll we make the law of types he tultilled unecessary to our
completeness in God’s kingdon; ?

This 21 ¢hapter of Kets, 20 to 26 verse, shows the fact that
the Hebrews
11ty one years after Fentecost, under God’s plan and author-

ity the passover, cire meision, and Jewish baptisms and all
cutward rites of the law were strietly kept by apostles and all

o Jewish believers. Thig confirms the fact that'Jesus no where
< liad yet abolished those rites of Moses for Jews, but only for
Gentiles,

26 p
Thus Saith the Lord, i?cts of the Apostles 21:20—26. R
20 ‘. And when they Led it, they glorified the Lord, and 40

that thou teachest

maltitude must peeds come to-
thou art come. 23 Do this

and allumay

i
i
after Pentecost. 1

one of them.”

subject to that law of types

Ilebrews or Jewish believers,

They
ticing the rib%s of 'ﬂle Tawy.
e en b L0 A
e by saying that the law was
d that its types and shadows
€ presumptuous falschdod of
are under the outward rites
But read on:

ought not|
to walk after the cus-

tes do pffirm this yery thing ¢

g report, and . not true. Paul
3ut
¢law of Moses himself and

lists now say he did,. tutn from
It was u lic then, and

and’ be at charges with them,

are nothipg, but

Paul subnritted !

This ~ is what the

did, to affivm that

that an offering | ¢

f

So Paul had up to this time
keep the Passover and all Juw-
to 30, he describes the same
Lord’s supper, but their own

then  tells themr how Jesus ¢

seethat up to this time, one
Corinthiuns, he declares and
n with the authority.of all the
were all infull force with all
tiles only were cxcepted and

mthink he svas all vight with | v
apostles with Paul conspived | f

nst them and the oly Ghost!
hat he had always.done and
the law of Moses, hig heing a

lav.  God ceyld,use no'linras |
$

as written, which is the tirst
s bad to leave Moses. . =y

"

that it was God's design

death,
of the Passover and baptism and the other
his death in showing men the meaning of his sacrifice and work.

u}oge character to mpke the brotherhood of
plete. , .
...Theedore professed entire sanetification b
Churist, and wgs gloriously blessed
]qgglgess relution was dishopest, sovegeop
iquity.

stasies of feeling, but he tells hi

but resisted ever
poor beeause hé would not be dishor
cause he followedsthe voice of Lis
of righicousness of Lis o1y,

own, but is entirely sanctified in Christ

other iniquity, hut says Jesus cancelled th
g8ys God counts him holy although it is

stauds this is the gospel.
works of the flesh they shall n6t inhers
But his faith ¢laimg salvation as
all other evidenge, ~ §

isee of modern bolmess, feels holy,

nothing about righteousnoess of heart.

Chiist put on.

he hoasted over
uot as other men.” or gy Theodore the hyopcrite, nor that poer
publican youder, for F have dong many good things, ljved hon=
estly and paid my delts, f be right, ¢

c‘hg.
righteonsness of God by faith..

sus just as he is without trying
and eries for merey and salvation “until he gets it,
goesaway justificd (saved) rather than either of the others’
And he does 1o good worky nor attem

then all the acts of his life
feels no temptation nor g‘esirc te fight
other wrong, becausce it i not in his nature. Iie is born again
and naturally-withont anye strugele but with

We learn also from Christ and from this and all seripture
that the gospel .should be-fully
reached to all Jews beford the partitian wall was fully re-
loved,  Jesus said go not tmong the Geutiles, nor any house
t Samaritans but ouly to the lost sheep of lsrael.

Kight years aftey Pentecost, Tornelius the first Gentije was,
dinitted by special revelation from God. Nijneteen years the

Council at Jerus:dem admitted Gentiles without the rites of
the law.

special letter to thenr thirty one yeurs after Pentecobt,

But Jews were not, freed from the law until Paul’s

1t was not by any mistake of tle apostles that they were yet

“subject to the law of Moses so many yeuts, but it was strictly
in aceordance with Gods plan that the rites of the
not be abolished antil by them the wholé world had been
brought to Christ,

law should

The riteg ot the law  did” not become

useless at Clrist’s
although they were then fulfilled.

But the chief use
types wereafter

1t was not before the death and ascenison of Christ, nor be-~

fore thé‘Holy Spirit came that the Jews themselves could un-
derstand their Passover, and baptisni, aad tarthly tewple
X y fevine | With all its typical serviees Tustead of being abolished its
26 Then Paul took the min, and the next day purilying i ;oo usca'wag §1ow to poiut men to si

o0 the temple, to signify the ac- t

complishment of the days of urification, until that an offer-

Ghrist, and show forth the
rue natuve 6f his work. It is true these shudows were to ¢end
n Christ’s coming, but not until he had tully cowme to,them
0 his spiritpal kingdom in every believers experience.” The
AW was now’the schiool master o bring men to Christ., Afs

ter the Jews had been fully tested, and the Gentiles without
the law, had tully received the ent of its types and shadows
having understood it from the 0ld Testament record and from
the Jews who had these rites,
portanee ceased, and the apostle now in the epistle to Ife-
brews instructs all Jews to leave the
that tabernacle not made with hands.
them: “ Let us therefore &0 unto him-without the Camp Dear-

then finally their use and im-

shadow altogether for
And Paul says to

ng his reproach for here we Lave no continning eity.”
These are facts which the Bible recdord shows, and henee all

teacliers who would turn both Gentiles and Jews back under
the law with Christ and apostics to types and shadows for
perfectivn by the flesh when Jesus hag fulfied all these things
: Les us SRR | rardle 1 e
L"f:’!“("‘f el Ay

tians saying * Let them be accursed.”
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The Devil’s Gospel Trio.

I read a story of Jaceh and Theodore and and it wanted one

gospel lies com-

¥ the blood of
at every meeting, but in hig
% and a worker of in-
in nieetings, and dig not have such ec-
> 1118 experience of righteousness

He many times wag tempted to do wrono:
Y thme, ITe sacrificed his property, became
1est, and+he wag 'lmppy be-.

consciencd, and had plenty

Jacob was quict

1 his practice.

There is another brother of thig sanre

family. His name
ubstitulion.  He dont pretend to any L 4 *his

oliness or virtue of hig
48 a substitute. He
ctection, and does ahy
:Ixt on the cross. He
t ] a'lie, because dasf
toly. * Ile recKons himscls dead to sin although he. lcﬂgo(iilslsalli
he time it 18 not true.  Jie takes it Ly faith although it is conn
rary to the facts of his daily life of "sin, because he under-
Paul says of those who do the

t the kingdom  of God.
reason, revelation and

fcs, and steals whien he can esseape

againgt

apostles at Jerusalem, that the Such are the devil’s gospel trio, who will hear from the
ven yeatsafter Pentecost, were | J udge: “I never knew you, depart_from méye that work in.
lquity. . ’ <

They all profess the namé of Christ, Theodore like the phar-,

G and glofies in being saved
Inough and through by the blood Yeexuse he feels i in hig
oul, but his life proves'it to he a lic and that he is deluded of
he devil.  He hates the real truth and its God, "and knows

Jacoh is the old Pharisee ‘over again with the name of
i ~Ale never prayed the prayer of the Puplican,
* Gad be merciful 1o me o slnner,” buat with the preténse to
altin in Jesus, sough, g righteonsness of his own. With his

carnal ¢corrupt heart stil] in him, 4s he eays, he felt like fiokt-
au cneiny, Telt awfully tempted to take advang! o1
matters, but by
every time, made great sacrifices of lust und passion, became
poor, and cudured many privutions of e
Lieart coveted, and, by sclf-inflicted torture

" ) dge In money
his own will bower and virfuc he Tesisted

the good things hig
L and denial &f his
Tesh e earned a righteousness, that made him happy, so that

Jacob, and-said: “T thanlk God that [ am

made niyself

! ] { poor to be right, ¢te.,
Puor vain, proud pharisce, &

he +knoivs nothing of the
-

The third oné, Substitution; is n stlf-confessed sinner, and
ust like the-two others is sure of hell where all sinnei's fixed
vhile they all have o jyiug pretense to Jesus, who saves m(bm
romn their sins, not in their sing, nor hy any good works thcy’

{ can do.

The Publicau unlike the',thrge above descri&d}comes to Je-
tomake himself any better;
And h¢

Dts it because-he knows
t1s nseless. yntil he is horn of God. When God converts his
oul, and notbefore; when the fountain is pure andhot before,
which flow from it are pure. He
or cheat nor do any

1thot delight does the

vhole kpown avill of (od. ) ~
N v'%
»
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Rabylon Xdeas of Publishing,
Man-made Editors and God’s Editors.

Man-made churches, man~-made ministera and man-made ed-
itors are all the sune false work of Satan with which to deceive
mankind. When man undertakes to  set the members in
Christ's body, or put the body together, he is yndertaking a
greater work thian to make a human body with ‘a soul in it
and its members in their places, 1Ie is simply acting a great:
f,r fool in this particu'ar’ than was ever shut up in any mad-
ouse. :

Yet every\denomination makes its editors and ministers en-
tirely by human caleuiations, And all such editors made by
mun are the tools of men. They take up the profession precisely
us a doctor and lawyer and carpenter take up their trade to
get a living by, and to get bonor and repntation,

\Nearly all religious papers are started in this way by hu-
man calculutions of a society; or a company of two or more
agreed in it, or else one person inspired by ambition, to bea
reformer perhaps, or by a love of- publishing business, goes
about it just as men go'into any other business, as something
that they like or prefer to other employments, ¥

I want to say that God’s -papers or ministers are never.

started in this way.

arte Maw’s caleulations have nothing to do
with it. " N

TOO MANY PAPERS. k_

One writer says there are so many papers I ean’t rcad them
‘all.  So let us have a couvension of the whgqle church to insti-
tute one paper for the one universal churgh, with different de-

partments for different editors, but under the monagement of

of one or two while the rest are all relieved of this duty and
can.go fo preaching.

Let us turn to the facts of Bible and. churelr history for
light. Suppose that in the ddys of Elijah, Micaiah, Jeremiah
or later, Luther and Wesley, the whole chureh. had held a
council, say the four hundred and fifty or more reputable
preachers of Israel, or of the church in Luther's or Wesley’s
time, and had decided in that council who was to furnmish the
messages from God to the people of their generation, what po-
sition, think you, would have becn granted to God's prophets ?

They did have such councils, convéntions, diets aud courts
of the rcligiogs authorities and elders, but the trquble was the
Elijahs, Mieaiahs, Jeremiahs, Pauis, Luthers, Wesleys,
I{uoxes and all other of God’s minigters refused to’ come into
the arrangement. They all continded their editorial work of
God’s messages to his people jtist thé same, although in every
case they were counted out of every ministerial association or
arrangement of men.  Althongh Jeremiah’s first editorial
message was burned up, he wrote another! And so Luther
and all the rest ofsthemn kept on their editorial work in spite
of popes, councils, friends, foes and all the wise and Judicions
regulations of the authorities who sought the peace of Jerasa-
lem more than its purity~ Ahab verily thought Elijah was
the troubler of Israel, and they could have peace aud harmony
if they could only regulate or get #id of him. But Elijah told
Ahab he was mistaken, And he lovingly invited his four hun-
dred and fifty good ininisters to- the brook Kedron' for their
final dischiarge from their onerous editorial duties.

TOO MANY PAPERS, TOO MUCH REARING.

0, No. 7This is a rhistake, a misapprehension of the facts as
saints of God see theni.

1t is trie there ngver was such a flood of religious papers as
now. Every onc that gets a little light catches the upiversal
listemmner of grinting-press-on-the-lrain, .

TWe a0 e T et o w rov S ataneaadeadt AT sramanavit
a child which fled into the wilderness, senf after=her a flood L0
drown the child. Since Satan has failed in his old effort to
muzzle the press by the sword or by money and the whole
truth is being published, he has sentrafter the printed truth a
flood of papers to drown it, hoping that in, the multitude of

reading God’s messages will be lost.

But, Glory to God, it is a failure. "This last desperate effort
of the devil Is all turned to gospel account. Tu this famine, not
'of bread but of hearing of the word of God there are thou-
sands of hungry souls who have ah appetite for God’s tryuth,
and can’t be fed en saw-dust. None but hypoerites, whose
stomach is like an ostrich, can relish the mass of holiness read-
ing of the day. L .

The sheep know the shepherd’s voice, They will not hear
hirelings, but flee from them. All the false gospel reading is
doing the important work of sifting out the false ones in the
holiness aud comeout movement. All those who are out of
Babylon only in name,but have itglcorruptions clinging to them,
all who are carnal and destitute of vital godliness are sure to
catch on tbose papers that skim over the surface, and that
have anything of Babylonin them. . ]

All those comeout papers and holiness papers which retain
Babylon ideas and principles are useful .dn catehing all the
driff-wood, so that the strcam of salvation flows clear of these
obstructions. Every child of God knows that it does nbt take
but a very trifle of our time, .to 1ead all there . is

rinted in these days that is genuine bread.of heaved, which

as the whole offence of the cross for this perverse generation.

Tnstead of a flood, thereis a famine still.of the genuine word
of God by press or tongue.

God is managing this’ editorial business himself, and his
true servants canunot be brought into any arrangement by
men. I bless God for the come-out and all other papers
which serve as a seive to cateh all the shallow water pilgrims,
and sift them out.
respectable numbers of come-outers, I hope they will all be
got down to Gideow’s three hundred, who can-lap water, for
we want no others. ) )

The gospel of the crosg on one side, and all the swect holi-
ness, ordinance and come-out Union-sect papers on the other
side are separating the multitudes. God bless the sifting
avork. I don’t want any to join our ranks who ean’t stand
the whole truth, who hate the cross and a God of justice. Let
-the flood of papers accumulate, they help to clear the stream
“by catching the filth and the rubbish. Those who are born of
-the true God cannot be deceived by what pretends to be his
~word. '

We want to keep our hands off from God’s ark. He will
manage his editorial business, and’ all will be to blame at
last if they fail to distinguish between those whom God has
-sent, and those whom men have chosen, or who have sent
themselves.

JThere is one test by which all may judge who are false,
wwhich Jesus gives. ‘‘ Woe unto you when all men speak well
of you.” Although false teachers are often disreputable for
their own faults, yet true gospel teachers unever fail of the
hatred of the ehurch and generation in which they live.

GRTTING UP A PAPER.

aper for God was ever got up by men. God puts his
tril(; gglaeﬁre in the bones of ggme Paul, Jeremiah or Luther
and out comes the epistles, the roll, the books and papers
which reform or damn, the ehurch and the world according to
‘the choice they make. Men of God were burdened w1th_ tears
and groans for Zion which required their utterance. Iinally
the pent up fires of truth, terrible rebukes, warnings, and ad-
monitions burst forth. The church never had any more to do
with setting up & Luther or Wesley or any other publisher of
God’s truth, than the pope had with ma‘_kmg Veguvius., Ee-
clesiastical aunthority has more to do with the eruptions of
that great volcano than it ever had or ever can have with get-
ting up of any genuine Holy Ghost gospel paper.

No papers or preachers ordained of God ever have or ever
will be the choice of the church or the generation to whom
they were sent, but always will be the very opposite tg what
they would have chosen. . . ]

Hence Jesus, (as all other faithful) came to his own and his
own received him not. And it is not commonly until after they

# whieh his disciples uever obseryd as'a ceremony. ‘The un-

T'his is the plan which is reducing the too |

COME-OUT SﬁéBE%OCIETI ES.

When I was at Rogersville, Ph., whgre J. Lown and
Wagner wers holding meetings, I 1 was rejected for my
faith in Jesus, without water, “anpvithout regard to doctors;
the moruing' after they had § feet-washing ordinance
meeting, from which all spints stapners were excluded
who could not perform this ritein entir: stranger to me,
probably a sinner of the world. shptly asked me the ques-
tion with not s lirtlé feeling of jignation, if' the Bible re-
quired Christians to have seeret Jetings to wash feet so that
8 husbgnd could not be present tlee who washed his wife's
feet. He,said be was not allowelo go with his wife to fhat
meeting which was held late at git, to see what she and
they did there. ITe wondered ifjere was' any authorify in
the Bible for such secret performees. ‘

I replied to him that the Biblejaching was just the oppo-
site. The children of God were the Jight and not darkness.
There isnothing in the religion ¢Fesus nor of Moses either,
that required or approyved of gajecrct mectings of God’s
c}_ﬁldreu. “ He that doeth the trjh cometh to the ﬁght that
his deeds may be proved.” It is.dy those whose deeds are
evil, who love darkness rather th] light.

1t would not do to uncover to 3¢ world the Free Mason
rites, the candidate half naked, bf clothed, hoodwinked and
eable toé around-liis nieek. It w{ld loose its mystic charmif
made public. Prgeisely sp with ¢ erdinance of. feet-wash-
ing which Jesus never commandl in a fleshly sense, and

godly svorld would laugh at the frformance, aud its yeligius
charm would be gone. Thegge is necessity for such fleshly
rites to be done in secret for deedey’s sake and to not disgust
the world with Christ's religion. :

1 bless God there is nothing in the religion of Jesus that
won't bear the day light, or thatyouw't command the respect
of the ungodly. 'Fhere is nqthixi in frue religion that does
not commend itself to every conglence, and ecalry conviction
to every sinner.” Just as Paulsas 2 Cor., 412, ete.: ¢ Have
renounced the hidden things oi dishonesty,—Commending
ourselves to every man’sjcohsciene in the sight of God.”

How did this justly jealous hugland know who washed his
wife’s feet? Ife knew that the Bble said ¢ in Christ’s church
there is neither male nor female.” How would he kuow that
those who were sticklers for the letter about feet-washing,
would not be sticklers for the leter which abolishes sexual
distinctions just as reasonable? ¢
Of course I would not hint, nogdo I believe there was any
such impropriety in that meetingfé But secrecy in promiscu-
ous gatherings is a great impropriety and contradiction to the
nature of Christianity. And secret meetings for such a pur-
pose as washing feet naturally suggests guilt. Innoecence and
purity never secks to hide its spintual deeds. Itis only works
of the flesh that needs a cover, but Christianity has no works
of the tlesh. Co ) '

e AP Do
Liberty of These Colnmns and of Gospel Mectings.

Samuel Nutt who signs himself the “Spirit of Jruth.”in
Farmer City, I11., tells much sharp tryth, but some things not
true. He says if I dof’t print-his writings then 1 aun just.as
much antichrist, as those preachérs who refuse to let us have
the liberty of their pulpits. I know this is not true. IfI
have not got the means tp hire-other men's writings printed,
and can hardly-raise ineans ¢o print my own writings who is
to blame? I Jording over'g brother’s conseinee becanse
I cannot afford to print his wegiigs? Has Samuel Nutt ever

a6 b lamne if he
has not means,to priut my* wring the 'ﬁf;ﬁ’gesﬁ%ﬂr
other child of God. If'he is th{ Lord’s and his money is the

Lord’s 1 have just ag good a riglit to usc” the ljberty , ofhis
money to buy me an overcoat’s Lhave to use it to print my
gospel writings. 'The STUMBLINGRTONE is- only the name of
my writings and s¢lections which with grept sacrifice I have,
meaus to print. He ought notrto*say’it islording it over his
conscience to decling the expense I cannot afford, although
some of his writings woul® be very acceptable, Therc are
perhaps five hundred letters and articies from brethren on
hand which I would be glad to print, but cannot, Is this an-
tichrist? Does the fact that I am poor and cannot enlarge my
paper to accommodate all communications’ sent me make me
blame worthy ?
Perhaps he would have me leave out gsome of my writings
and publish his. But how is it, wheu God calls a man to be
his mouth-piece, is he to be mouth-piece for other men, orfor
God? Ishe to deliver messages men give him, or what God
gives him? Did God ever call a mau to preach other men’s
sermons, or his own, which? IfI am God's minister or ed-
itor shall 1 publish what God gives me, or Wwhat men
give me instead?
Besides, 1 am receiving thousands of requests, and some
money from the Lord’s poor, to give them the godpel from
my-mouth; shall T send them some other man’s preaching, and
use their meney for something they did not send it for? I
could not be so unjust.
Inregard to pulpits and gospel meetings, if I askeda
preacher to preach what I give him to say, then I would be
the antiehrist. Ile would have a right to refuse me. Buf
when I ask the privilege of speaking my own messages from
God to his people when it does not interfere with his liberty,
e has no right to refuse me. Of course there is order in ev-
ery gospel nieeting. We haveto speak one by ome. When
the speaker is through, or when the pulpit is unoccupied there
is liberty for every minister of God to speak if he can get any
body to hear him. Whoever cuts off this liberty js antichrist.
Of course if I appoint a mectijng to preach I cxpect to bear the
expensds pf that meeting and not compel the preacher or soci-
ety to be at expense for my sake nnless they choose to.
Tn every gospel meeting there is wsually time enough for
all to speak who want to, and where the Spirit of the Tord is
there is liberty.
But I have also had experience with fanaties in some meet-
I have held, just as with some who claim liberty of my press
which is the same as my tongue.
I have had them claim the right to occupy the stand on
Sabbath morning when the people were all out to hear me
and I had announced that I would preach. 1 had worked
hard to bring the tent, prepare the ground and gather the peo-
“ple to hear important truth, and the conceited and deceived
man who bad offered no help in the meeting before, was on
hand the only hour I could get the eats of the people, and
claimed theliberty of God’s house to shut off every one that had
a message from God off and took the time to pourigut higsense-
less twaddle until all were tired and left the ground.
Such is liberty‘all on one side, the most outrageous anti-
christ lording it over God’s heritage! I have learned by-ex-
perience to guard against such liberty as that, and have mno
more trouble on that line.
Those who have the Spirit ¢f Christ know their piace, and
allow others who have the same spirit to have equal chance
with themselves, or rather they are concerned only to get the
truth to the people and care not who does it, if it can- only be
most effectually done. There is no self in the matter, but
only to getvhe truth needed to the people, and they will do it
with God’s help in spite of all the powers of hell.

I want to say to Samuel Nytt and every body else I will
open my own house or any place at my comrand to any body

interfere with the liberty of any others to deliver the mes-
gages God has for them. I say the same also of my paper and
pross 8o far as it will not tax me and the saints with any ex-
pense, and so as not to hinder the work of publishing to which
God calls us. I only cannot afford, do not dare fo stop or
hinder what God calls me to do for the sake of politeness to

to speak who wants to speak for God provided he does not |+

Letters from. Brethren. '

Sister Chloe Seckler, of Albion, Mich. has written
a letter for publication, of her experience on ordi:
nances which was accidentally lost, I trust if found, it
or another will appear in our next. We insert ex-
tracts of another written since. She is known and es-
teemed by all'tite church in Calhoun Co.

ALBION, March 11th 1884.

‘F0 THE BRETHREN ang church of God: I will try to glve
alittle of my experience with the Church, so-called, nt Albion
and vicinity. I have been ‘here four years and us yet we
never have all agreed or been of one mind, and by the grace
of God I will tell the,reason why, to warn others whomay
have the same experjences
When e first eame hiere there was & brother here by the
name of See, who believed in healing fdith ja we also did from
our conversion. But in this, fanaticism began to work, for he
madedt a testof ounreligion that we should use no remedies.
And when w= did he said we cruecitied our Lord by not trust-
ing in God for healjng. We don’t always have that faith in
sickness that we do sonie times “when it is Gods Will we
should. My family have been healed many tisnes in' answer
to“prayer, but it- was when I’'was led of God to lay them on
the alfar in such cases of disease that God would be glorified
thereby. - .
T'hen, again, the next thing that caused diyision was by the
same man saying that a womant had uo right fo leadina
prayer mecting. And the troubleé about’this come very near
breaking up the meeting: He made it a test, that if the Lord
1aid it on his wife to lead the weeting he would believe it was
of God. But as this was not done, he said it was not of God.
The naxt thing after this that Same along was the test of
ordinances or outward rites, when certain brethren came here
that uid not belfeve in them. This same brother See said they
were wolves 1 sheep’s clothing, hypocrites and children of
the devil on this.account. I was at that time abelieverin
them haying heard them preached by this brother and other
leaders. My husband had begau to, seg different and stood
out of them ar d was algo rejected by the same and other lead-
ers. I had’been unsettled on this guestion a long while.
When I was verysick at oneg time this condemnation was
thrown up to me. I was in great darkness and suffering under
this condemnation. When 1 was able to go out to a meeting,
when the Long brothers and Johuy Lowun ivere présent I was
made fo feel by the spirit that was there that I was a child of
the devil, and confessed that I had done wrong, and would
walk in the commandments.

At this time Johny said he would after this make ordinances
a test of fellowship, ayd asked forgiveness that he had not
preached them as saving before. One sister who §aid shé was
complete in Christ without themm was condemned, 4nd next
Sunday with some others was baptized to wash away the con-
demnation in literal water. My hushand was rejeeted and at
length I was blamed, for upholding him while he was believ-
ing in Christ alone. Well, as I saw he was living just s good
as I was I could not condemn hitm But it was soon revealed
to me that we ought to be of one mind and not divided. So 1
began to read the Bible for myself to, search out this thing.-
The leaders hecamejealous and wanfed to know if I had not
seen ecnough. 'They said they were right, and that I knew it
and couldw’t get around it, But I had seen just enough'to

searcl) the Seripture to see-if these things. were so.,r-?nd 1.
God?

tind thanfthos-q‘;\yho fight for ordinancds are, TFHOTINT™0
Word themselves but take what Brother so and so says, and not
Christ. He says the letter Killeth but the Spirit gives life.
The lines have been drawn here so thiat we cannot worship to-
gether any mare. '

. As they would not hear Bro. Johmson any more, our praycr
weit up to’Gpd that he would send someone. He answered
.prayer and &nt a brothér Gilman who was a strapger to us all,
and he came here by the request of those who uphold ordi-
nances, but did not know his nind on themn. They all re-
ceived him as a minister of God by the Spirit until they found
he also had nothing but Jesus. Then they rejected him. By
the Spirit they received hiin as & minister of Ged but by the
flesh‘they rejected him as « child of the deyil.

[But this brother held meetings in Clarendon, and God was
with him in power. Although he was rejected and received
again, and had great trials and conflicts the truth had glorious
effect, Anpd the most interesting thing about it was that God
sent him and not any of us and that he got all his light from
God and not from our writings nor from men.]Ed.
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I repeat the warning elsewhere given against a paper called
Zizon’s Watch Tower, which is misleading some pilgrims by its
plausible reasoning from the pit. 1t denies eternal punish-
ment and the God of the Bible and teaches a false love full of
soul poison, Itis the worst and most dangerous form of
Spiritualism. Its God is no other but the devil.

NOTICE OF MEETINGS. B

We invite a general assembly of the church of Jesus Christ
in the region of Ohio and Michigan and everywhere to be held
at our place of residence and in Toledo, Commencing Friday
evening, May 2, and holding over Sabbath, All saints of God
whatever their light or convictions are invited to equal liberty
in this meeting who holdin all the essentials the faith we
publish, the one essential being the law of brotherly love,
swhich rejects no brother for any outward things, while it
holds to the only vital doctrine of repeptance for all sin and
salyation by faith in the Jesus now hated as ever by the car-
nal mind.

We have already, heard from several saints from different
states some preachers and others who expect to be here at
this meéting. .

There will be preaching by one or ‘more as the Lord shall
lgad, and testimonies and prayer at each meeting, every even-
ing, Saturday and Sabbath morning at 104 o’clock, Afternoon
at two and again at night.

The case of Ansel M. ﬁ&aper, or any other chatges or ques-
tions, will be referred to the church on Monday at 2P, M., in-
stead of Saturday. . .

The only object of each meeting will be the_ vital issues of
the gospel of salvation from sin, and not questions of words,
or forms, or creeds. The sufficiency of Jesus as Savior will be
the central truth of the meéting, and liberty for all to work
for salvation from sin. The meetings will be continued until
the Lord indicates when to close.

That we may be prepared to entertain brethren we ask that
all who come send word as long as possible before hand.
Let all come who can.

-
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Camp and Tent Meetings.

One at Gaines Station, Mich., June 10th; June 17 in Shia-
wassie or Gratiot Co., June 24 at Roxand, July l-at Claren-
don; July 10 at Toledo. I may change or altar the above as I
hear from bretoren, Also I ask to-hear from all other-points
Fast and West for any further appointments, I cannot go ev-
erywhere, and my means are Yimited but I will seek divine di-
rection and go where it seems to be God's will a3 I may judge

any man. I must please my Master even if I offend every

are dead that they are owned as God's messengers, excepd by
the desplised few:

body else. I am hoping in the mean time, to have room to
print all letters sent me which are necdful.

by what I héar from brethenand other considerations. 1 may
go as far as York statein August.

; misg;the,Lord injstead.of converting.hi
@ 1CuLOnBCL, i‘p,,i:: i.xjs own way. [ tvas soI coul hardly
spéhdtime-tofre oM CAT TN nttristed A nd ndn: Lo
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