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‘We put no’price on the paper, but send it to all subscribers who
send us their names according to pgstal laws. e estimate the
cost at 40 cents per copy for one year. But thiyi§ paid by volun-
tary donations, so that all who -want the paper "can have it
whetlier they*pay or not. The truth of God is not bought or sold.
Sena for all you want, State the number, write the address
plainly; give Post-office, County aud State,

i3~ State the number of papers you can find readers for,
send names of those who want it regularly, and those to whom
ciie copy should be sent.
=¥~ Inform usif any papers sent to your officé are not taken
out or not read;.as we want none wasted. _
Those wishing the paper discontinued, or an address changed,
must give the name, the Post Otfice, County afd State to which
it has been gent.
s + & 'I'mis paper is sent to nons who do not want.it, without
prepayment at transient rates. Ifwe do pot hear from’ sub-
cribers onee a year we shall be likely to drop theit names. It
18 not money that we want, but to kuow that the paper is
wanted, and wheit the means sent-us fails to equal the number
gent for we shall stop sending. We are limited in other words
to the means which God supplies us through contribu-
tiong and other sources. \.Ve know that thefe i8 nb other ob-
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‘mouthpidée for God,
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and keep that strest orth westerly just two miles hieyond street
, «cars, then one hundted:rods north on nggt strept is our place.
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203 Tenth st:, whete some’of us will be found most of the time.

IS5~ 'We gre tehring from thousands nbw In everyi:gtate and
country, nearly, who are gettidg their eyes,open to.the iwmiquity
of the moneyed sect corporatiops c\gl.lled CHURCH, and are content
to have Jesus only, and be impartially joined to all who are lis,
taking the Bible and ndt human tradition. -
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What Constitutes a False
’ PROPHET 2
" The most complete false

{ prophet in the _Bible sense s
| God’s professed minister who,

il TES™Ta g I CIT,
. vet witholds part ofthe truth to

' avoid giving offense, or preaches
the whole truth yet so as not to
offend, or convict and purge the
church of all sin. The more
truth he preaches without search-
ing out all church sin and effect-
ing either repentance for the
same or irreconcilable enmity
and opposition,the moredanger-
ous is such false prophet.

No sinner besides will ever
find so low a place in hell, or de-
serve orreceive suchindignation
and wrath-from a just and holy
God. .

What is Meant By Baptism of the Holy Ghost ?

Immersion sectarians are inclified to put their literal
.meanidg on the word when spoken of the- Holy Ghost.
They would represent the Holy Ghost to be like literal
water to be poured out or immersed in as “4f it wasa
liquid. This absurdity and false idea of the Iloly
Spirit comes through false teaching and 1gnorance of

. language., The Spirit of God is not a liguid like

water. It is the very opposite of matter. Itis only
the mind and will-power of God himself incomprehensi-
h ble. To be baptized with the Holy Spirit is to be bap-
tized with the power of truth and of the mind and will

of Gad, so that our, willis the will of God. Not that

we are God, but like him in 6ur will, thought and affec-

> tions; made 8o by his power. X

To be baptized by the Holy Ghost is nierely to be
brought into this spiritnal state of mind and sou] har-
mony with God, by his new-creating power.

The wgrd baptism is here used figuratively for a
spirityal conditioh of niind by the power of “truth and
the Spirit.of truth.

v This is the principal use of the word, as baptism of
suffering means a suffering condition; baptism of joy a
joyful-condition; baptism of death a dead condition;

/ baptism of repentance, a penitent condition; and so ih
multitudes ot ways the word was used by apostles and
those who spoke that language to mean a condition or

... state into which a person was bro:lght. .
t

'K

These tacts which I knopr about this word froin the
best anthority makes it p{}ain how man may baptize
with the Holy Ghost. #He does it whenever by
the truth and the Spirit otjtruth he converts men to God
or to a hicher state of hoiiness and spirituality. God
indeed administers that baptism, but never without
man’s agency through the truth.  So Paul says 2 Cor.
3: “Ye are epistles of Christ ministered by us, written
not with ink but the Spirivof the living God. Who
hatif made us able minisiers not of the letter but of
the Spurit.” *
- ___4:.-..0__ U
Japanese; and American Christianity.

The following we take ffom the Foledo Blade, Janu-
ary 2 -

s

“TAPAN is to investigate the elais of Christianiy before
embracing it. It is stated* thit & committee of Buddhist

priests of Japan is tog ‘%go to Europe to study
(:‘hns,u:uuny, L with a tview to its adoption in
lign of Bnddhism in eagg it should be found to be

a better religion.  The taskyhEfore this committee is a difticult
one. Which of the various¥ohns of Christianity will they-de-
cide to investigate—Romayg {atholicism, the Greek Chureh,
the Anglican Church, the ) ei}lbdi‘it. Baptist, Presbyterian, or
some other of the myriad se¢ts that have sprung from the
teachings of the Master? Owfwill they take the Bible fora
basis, and repudiate all creeds &

A heathen pation is goi?}g tn send an embassy to in-
vestigate-our Christianity to sec whether it is better
than the Japanése religipn:

The Blade, a worldly puper, makes sensible sugges-
tions. ,Where will the Jahanese find out what Christ-
ianity is? | &ﬂ

The Gatholic, the Greek’chnreh, the » Lutheran, Con-
gregational, Episcopal, Mdthodist, Bapuist, and those
who take the Bible outsidg of all sects, present a wide
field fpr investigition.

What,can the poor heatien think of so many differ-
ent religions claiming Chylstianity ?

When they take the Bilfle and investigate the claims
of ail the ditferent sects, vhich will they decide upon,
when not one of thein nor%nything like them, is found
in Scripture, but every sect is condemned by the very

aud commanded of God, they are proved to be of the
devil, and all who*detend them.

. 2 Like the above, a false reasoning trom Scripture
1s the assumption of doctrines or commandments which
men are required to accept because they cannot ind
te%s to disprove them.

_This lying trick of deception multitudes would no:
discover. Nearly all error is built on this sophistry.
For example: I might affirm that it is &in to nse artifi-
cial teeth, or spectacles and I will defy you to find anv
text of scripture which says it is right to use them. T
may affirm that the moon is a silver platter and I will
defy any man to prove to common people from Serip-
ture’or science that it is not trae. I will assome that
I am the third angel with the flying roll spoken of in
Revelation and that all the people of this generation are
under obligation to sell their property and build me a
temple in Toledo, ahd railroads forme to travel on in
my gospel work and I defy any man o find atext of
scripture which says it is notso, or that.I am not that
angel. The Moymons assume that eertain texts in
Seripturé mean that Jb. Swith was Yo dig up a gold Bi-
ble and start the church of the Latter Day Saint§ and
they defy any man to find seripture texts which say
that it is not so. The Advents quote a buandred texty
or more which they say mean that the dead haveno
spiritual existence, and then explainig away certain
texts which teach the contrary, they challenge us to find
any scripture which says that the, Advent teaching of
no soul existence is not true. So I might go on with-
out end through every form ot error. The more absard
the assumption and the less Scripture there is tor it,
the more difficult it is to refute it by scripture texts .
which will satisfy the common people. in a controversy.

Advocates of carnal ordinances, gverlastingly repeat
three or four texts which souand a litjle like their the:
ories, and then defy any body to prove such are not the
commandments of God. Those who assume it is sin to
use doctors ehallenge us to.find a text of scriptore
which says we ought to use them. , T can also challenge
them to find a text of seripture whjch says it is right to
use horses, or black onr boots. ,

T desire to.uncover this nest of the devil which has

book they: profess to be feinded 'npon ? =
Theére-is no religion thagis more idolaltrous or fulse

io the God of the Bible. an§ his holy religion than every

division of Chris m 1 fetting.up a religious sys-

s _in nlace of the
of the DBibTe an

ite Christ. - \

The vonelusion of the emperor of Japan will doubt-
less be that missionaties are nceded here in this coun-
try to restore the American nation from polytheisin to
the worship of the one God and Christ ot the Bible.
The fact is, that these sect divisions have been the
chief nstonishment of the Japanese, and the great
hindrance to them and all heathen nations trom em-
bracing Christianity.

When Japan was first opened to missionaries. there
were three sent by the American foreign boards, one a
Presbyterian, one Baptist and one Methodist and these
missionavies, knowing the great embarrassment to
their work a knowledge of tlhieir divisions would cause
kept the matter a secretf for several years. They
preached the simple Bible faith without any sectarian
teaching. Many were converted, and meetings were
held in different.cities of Japan by these missionaries
with no name but Christian, and of the one Bible faith.
Bat the sectarian boards finally required them to pre-
sent their denominational claims.

They did so with some reluctance and embarrassment.
The natives were astonished beyond measnre. They
held meetings in their own tongue and expfessed sur-
prise and sorrow for the sad news of divisions of
Christ’s body in America.

But in process of time their conscientious scruples
were overcome by the corrupting,power of American
hypocrisy and money, and to-day various sects falsely
called, Christian, are established in that heathen land.

O, that the fallen church of America could learn
some needful lessons from the uncorrupted simpleity of
the heuthen conscience.

]
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WRESTING SCRIPTURE.

There is no book more abused and dishonestly
treated than the Bible, by which it is made to prove all
the falee doctrines by which souls are deceived. I will
mention some of the ways in which it is perverted, and
whigh proveg-a false prophet. '

1 To reason that any thing in religion is right be-
cause there is nothirg in the Bible against it. Theré
is nothing in religion but what is sin unless it is or-
dained of God. To reason from the absence of God’s
authority in favor of an ordinance or duty is to reason
“alsely, because if theré is no express command in its
favor then the Bible is against it. Every law which is
not of'God Jesus foibids our teaching or regard-
ing. Matt. 15: 9; Mark 7: 7, 8.

It is by this false reasoning that all man’s institu-
tions in-religion which divide the christian world are
defended from Scripture. Although sects, or denomi-
nations are'so positively condemned in Scripture, yet
the principal argument in their fatvor .urged by secta-
rians is that they® is'nothing in the Bible against them.’

But this negative mode of reasoning only proves those

ensnared so many siraple minded people who are ig-
norant of the fact that negative proof is no proof at all.
Thatds, it is no proof whatever in favor of any doctrine
because ypu can’t find any text azainst it. Don't be

(A0 £, rothis false reasonip o froaeSonisataco

s

5 Once more, soul-destroying lies are promulgated
by texts which literally sound like the theory advo-
cated, and then because you cannot find any text that
says that it is false, error triumphs with the Llind and
ignoraut people.

T exhort all to beware of this strategem of the devil
who iz the shrewdest of seriptorians.

There is no doctrine whatever but can be proved in
thig way from the Bible. A skillful interpreter.ot
Seripture can find texts without limit to proveany
thing whatever by sentences ard words which sound
like the idea advocated.

A man may take five hundred texts which in de-
tached words or phrases wnay say just what he wants it
to say and thus confound any opponent before the peo-
ple, and yet be as false as Jezebel. There is no error-
ist but with his string of‘texts has the advantagein a
public diseussion, because it is tedious and difficult to
follow, him up in every text and show from the whole
Bible that it does not mean as he says it means. He
cannot be successfully met on his giound before the
people.

God’s true gospel and its ministers do mnot hunt for
texts of like sound and literal sense. They don’t base
their arguments on a few texts in_their literal meaning
ungnalified by other Scripture. They have no theortes
"to build, nor ideas to prove, but,take the Secriptures as,
a whole and simply irquire for the mind of God. They
don’t labot* to prove any thing from . Scripture but sim-
ply seek for the mind ,and will of God concerning sin
and salvation. They read the Bible, just as they read
a Jetter from a father, not to prove anything by it, but
to find out what it says, taking. its plain sense as a
whole and not detached words and sentences.

The Bible was given not to build theories but to con-
vert men from sin to holiness by the application of the
truth to the heartwand life.

Beware of all who take texts to prove their system
to'which they wish to convert you, instead-of using the’
Bible simply to convert you from sin %o God, for they
are all false prophets and deceivers of souls every one
ot them.

T el A el oo

Who is My Law-Giver?

How many times I have been accused and heard
others accused of breaking or settig aside God’s com-
mandments, when I did not know _of any such com-
mand. '

I want this one question settled, who is my law-~
giver? Am I.to be Judged for not keeping what men
tell me God commiands ? or for not keeping what God
tells me that-he ‘command3 ?

If 1 am obliged to obey every thing ‘which men tell
me, God' commands then'surely I am at the mercy of
priest-craft'dnd have got to baw té évery miscreant in
sacredotals who,woulg put his sect yoke 6n my neck,
or his finger in my purse.

false who use it. Unless sects are positively authorized

There is no man in his senses but can see the false-
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ness of the teaching that any’ ong can be
for not, keeping what men say,.God commiands. ¢« Yef
this lie is the foundation of eveyy. damnable'sect

Men take the Bible andwead a’text’ here “and a fext
there, apd say it is God’s command, and condemn ns |
because we do not see it as they do, apd cast ns off for
not putting them in the place of God ot whom we ¢an
see no such command. Thisis the iniquity of antichrist
and of all,didieion, K ,

There is-no- commandment, nor.can.be 10 -any man.
which he does not sec for himself to be a command.
It is only the sommandment of men until we can see
for ourselves that God commands it. To judge a man
by a law he cannot sce is just as unchristian as those
who burned the martyrs for their conscience. It is
taking tne place of God, the very sin of antichrist.

Men say Jesus institated and commanded ordinandes.

But thqusands in every age of the most faithful saints in 3ty |
o | contradiction and falsehood.

and martyrs could not find any such teaching in th
Bible.

Who then is our law-giver,
we cannot find Jesus commanded, or Jesus
every servant of his mustgtaqd or tall for hi
then let us not judge one another any more
except what we know the IToly Ghost wr
heart which is his temple, the eternal law of righteons-
ness of which Christ 1s, our minister, and which the
world ean see, and which convinces_ the world *ofssin,
and about which men cannot honestly differ.

to who
mself ?

e e R

Does the Gospel Reform, the Outside?

There i§ 4 teaclfing, not from God, that the gospel con-
fines its operations "to the héart, and leaves sin on the
%utside untouched. In the effdrt to escape Pharisaism,
which consists in, outside white-washing, some have been
deluded into the opposite error” of a heart holiness with
outside iniquity. ‘They glory in raptures and blessings
and inward sweetness, which they mistake for holiness,
while the outsidé life betrays a carnal mind and a cor-
rap$ heart.

One téxt of God’s word annihilates this false gospel,
and cortects botli of the opposite crror# Romans, 12
«“Be not conformed to this world, but bé ye transformed’
by the renewing of your mind.”

This command to reform the cutside, “be not con-
formed to this world, but transformeéd,” and that by the
renewing of the miind, cannot be misunderstood. The
outside1ife is to be regulated, and that by.regulating the
hesrt. This is plaim: It is of vital importance that hoth-

ing in the outside life conflict with God’s law or thep

.
gondemned: this the work
Qur ngg}'S’pf
one degree,of glyry unto ano

Fjoined-an oath bound setret-
helrrd bucksitd-from “wliat-lte was, or elee-tit H-was ot
Paul;, hutran imp

an
in darknes§ but in the light,
proved that they are wrought in God,” shouldl enter a
secret league' with the ungodly world, bound to them by
the most sacred oaths, so that he could not divulge its
secrets to a brother-din Christ, and sworn to protect a
brother in this worldly lodge in preference to a' brother

men who command what | strong
m | for a brother Mason than for
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I cannot make a law for the church on any of these

ings, hi 0‘1‘?“&&3‘"‘5’111"‘?1%-1:%@50 Sraindiitelike -ther Free
“Véthodide, gu't‘i chn oA ETME of God on all these

SO 15 st pa-ofvaryand Just; and
tilled with joys spiritual, substantial and eternal. .
ml_g_ﬁ,,métim s hear the vemark, “T afn not going to'’have
othors (intate to me What T swat cat, or how to dress or
appear.” Such remark may be 2 rebellion against the
light of God. We want to carefully watch the spirit of
all our outward life whether its motive be puie or cor-
rupt. But we desire none to be outwardly transformed
except by the renewing of the mind. When there is no
condemning conscience, we cannot judge or condemn

3 Mers with some of
fetts on thefoﬁ_u;tsid"ﬁ hLi§ cha

Christ, I cannot possiby believe, because it is a square

The child of God cannut have any earthly bond as
as the bonds of Christeand if he would do more
' brother in Christ, he sim-
he is not Christ’s. No one can dispute this
Yet Ipresume that none will deny, that Ma-
bonds placé the obligatigns of members to each
other above-thejr obligations to Christ in his little onés.
This makes it antichvist : and whoever bows to this
earthly. yoke is necessarily false in any pretense he makes
to Christ. None can be Chri$t’s and have any yoke that
is more binding than his, or that joins in a closer broth-
erhood than the bonds of Christ. You eannot serve two
masters, You are’compelledi-to renounce one or ‘the

+ other, or else act the hypocrite,

Some say that we must not,touch secret socicties. I
answer, I am obliged to touch everything that rivals
Christ, or that proposes any bonds of loye stronger than
his, whether it be secret sociéties or man-madé church

organizations. The gospel I preach wipes out every
bond of love or obligation which rivalé or supersedes the
! ds of Christ wiiich hold us.impartially” to all
ties than any bonds imposed, by
agaihst oath bolnd

simple bon
who are his by stronger
man. Hence the chief objection

that person. .

But O, in the hidedus earthliness of moderp christian-
ity so-called, there are ten thousand marks of satan
which stand out on every side in litthe things each of
which is claimed as innoceht, from “Progressive Euchre
and Croquet to banged hair and hideous Turk and Aral
faces or imitations of water spaniéls cats and goats in the
countenances which God made to.shine forth his
image! .

1t issoul sickening to look through the crowded cars
or crowed nongregations everywhere and seesthe vanily,
vanity, VANITY and basest LUST which glows or
blears in face and eyes and- dress of morally rotten hu-
manity ! O, it is more keenly felt than told! I can’t
draw the lines in-this horrible conglomeration and moral
mixture between the life and the death,*or the pure and
the vile in the oupward appearance! Let .God sift out
the virtue if there is any L. But, O, let saints iu these
awful times shun the very look of sin, the leprosy of-lust
in its slightest shades or symptoms of death. There is
powerful preaching in the look or dress or gait o. a gen-
uine saint. And my prayer is: O God, deliver us from
dead and deadly pharisaism which makes a virtue of ex-
ternals on one side, and also likewide on the other side
from the hideous conformity té the world in its loaths

v

some garments ofymoral leprosy by the renewing of the
mind! God grant that we be visibly & peculiar peoples
unlike the world by having the mind of Christ.

lodges, what chiefly constitutes the sin, is précisely the
the same against church ofganizations made by man, be-
cause they pub their bonds atid obligations Above indi-
vidual conscience and the bonds of Ch'}’istr'wh’}é'h hold us
to all who are his outside thefr-selfish partisan rings. If
I could join a sect organization I could join a Masonic
lodge, for there ‘is no difference, except thiat” the -one
makes no, false pretenses to Christ, and 1s hencé least sin:
ful of the two.”

Diotrephes.Turning Qut .of the ,Ch,urcfh.

A Yyrother, Carrington, writes for my understanding
of 3rd John, 10, where it speaks of Diotrephes who
loves to have preeminence, “and receiveth us not—and

<
spirit and mind of Christ, or conform to the’world where- GENERAL REMANKS.

in it is unlike Christ. Wherever we see worldly con-
formity we are to rebuke it,and by it ta judge the heart to

casteth ther out of the thufch.”
The inqgiry is as to how a man could cast any out of
the rliurchsince.Christ is,the door, and to be in Chnst

%

I am aware that 1 give offence to many readers of the
*SpUMBLINGSTONE Dby @ touckiig sore of these outside

e Wroqg. He jvho sa)’g we are'to let the butside alone | things. But I want‘i all to querﬁtand that-our gbspel is | i5 to be in the church.. Sectarians take this and some
is \ea\\mg for sin. While'it'is trus e are to make due | not a mere abstraction which spena‘é"i?s'e'lf on specula- | other like texts to prove an onganizationror society, be-

AER. wrong teaching,, tions and raptures ssticisms, but stouches every
¢ no e PN , Y.

sides being ip Christ.

3 . 1
a U egle OTTHg UTropore . 15 #Fha ankar 2" Jheart : : . hi nlai :
fect conformity to tbe spitit and teaching of the gospel | I have a right to follow every pilgrim whel O Al 5 meax?m G Fpend. ;polhen_ text W h‘Ch_U ?_}J:ll‘ll;;:vii:
y - i . ® ¥ * ’

» by applymng the truth to the heart for its perfection.
The Pharisee errs in trimming the outside without
+ working at the heart, the corrupt church and false .holi-
ne.s errs on the opposite side by letting sin alone 4n the
outward practice, with false pretences-to lieatt work. The
gospel shows the hedrt by the outside-habit and practice
and washes the' hody with pure water of the word, by
having the heart Sprinkled from an evil consciedce. There
is no touching or testing the heart except through the

vight to go whether“in the secret lodge ot in.the sacred
secrecy of the family and holdsthe toreh- Of God’s word -
over every act. I have a right aha obligation as God’s
minister to let the light shine on the most secret recesses
of his life, ou the food and drink which enter his mouth,
on the trimming of his garment, on the cutting ot his

hair, and style of his living,-that it may be made mani-

T ) Rt
out from us, but they were not of uns; for if they had
been of us they ‘no doubt would have continued with
us: but thzy went out'that it might bhe made manifest
that they were not all of us.” .

We see from this that sothe may be in the fellowship
of the church, apparently irf it who dow’t belong to it
] because nét in Christ the door.  Such when found- out
fest whether he is a glutton, sot, fop, clown or christian. | by their sin (1 Cor. 5: 7-13) qught to be turned out,
No reader need think he has a hiding place where we will | that-is not feceived as btethrén. On the other hand

outside. The garments of pride without indicate a proud
heart, and are to be removed by cleansing the heart from
pride through searching truth and sanctifying power.

We cannot prescribe a form of humility, for this is Phar-
isaism. Nor can we bring all classes of society to ~the
same habits of dress by the gospel, but all that extrava-
gance which in the place and sphere where one lives,
proves.a heart of pride and vanity, or the carnal mind,
will be stripped off by the faithful gospel, or else. it will
conviet and condemi those who persists in worldly con-
formity.

1 am well aware that there is much of pharisaical holi-
ness which makes sanctification consist in outward humil-
ity without changing the heart. It is utterly useless to
persuade anybody to adopt outward*humility or to put
away any outward sin until it is done by conviction pf
the truth in their own hearts that they ought to reform.
If the change is wronght to please man or for selfish gain
or credit for virtue, it is only the outside white-wash of
hypocrisy.

But where pride is manilest, as it always is if it exists,
in the outward life, it is to be rebuked the same as all
other sin. 'We can, point the slave of fashion to the marks
of his or her idolatry without fear of mistake when the
spirit backs home the truth to their own conscience, and
they betray their guilt. If they are innocent they will
not be offended. If they love Christ théy will sacrifice
useless superfluities for which they can®“give no reason
but pride. If their conscience does not condemn them,
and in other respects they show the spirit of Christ, we
¢annot condemn them.

The same applies to every unnatural habit and hurtfal

lust. If it is unnatur#l and-useless it will bring condem-
nation. And ne one cansretain heart pyrity under con-

victing truth'withotif walking in the light. The same
rule applies to fobacgo and‘strong drink, and gluttony,
making a god of our appetites. ' ‘
Although there ig a flood of sham reform and white-
wash literature i tilis direction, yet the gospel has im-
portant application te all bodily appetites which are to
be regulated by getting the heart right., All unnatural
and injurious habits and lusts of the flesh are fo be preached,
against. The body must.be erycified with, Christ, and
eveyy passion and appetite.brought infp 'eﬁtir‘e.- shf)jccz
tion to the spirit and law of God. 'THis i;s‘ap«“in‘lportan‘t‘
work of sanctifying truth after conversion.. nd before
any one can pe converted his.body must he“l’a@d on the
altar and every appetite be subjected t‘o. Chf}st: There

not follow him, nor any thread of his garment, hair of his | Diotrephes who did pot belong to the church because
tace or head, morsel or drink of his taste; nor penny of | not in Christ, of clse aposfate, undertook to turn out
his wealth, on which we may not let the gospel light to | the faithfyl. e usurped Chrjst’s place, lordegd it over

.
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of the eyes,” and were

uncover his heart. God’s heritage and cast’out of ¢hurch fellowshipr those
who wdre in Christ and who belonged to: ki3 body, This
is precisely what every sect pope does, he treats as dut-
siders all who are in Christ and Who are of the church
but not of his graft, ang receives many who are not in
Christ and belong outside merely. because they bow to
his usurped,authority. In Revelation 2: 14: “Thon
hast there them that hold the doctrine.of Baalim” ete.
We see that the churches of .Asia had in them those
who did uot belong. The church of Sardis had but
féw lelt who were not.dead, that is who were yet in
Christ and.alive.

We see-frorn the above and other scripture that to be
in Christ is to be in his chuich, that is to belong to it.
And that it is an outrage, casting out Clirist, not to re-
ceive and recognize as of the church all who are in him.
The church is the body of al who are in him, to cast
out of this church those who are in Christ means plain-
1y 1o cast them-out of its.fellowship and to forbid breth-
ren receiving them,.which is just the outrage Diotre-
phes and eviry sect pope is guilty of. On the other
hand many may be received and outwardly appear to be
of the chnreh who are not, who belong to the world and
ought 16 be sifted out by the trush. It is only God
who canadd to or takeaway from the church, but man
‘may usurp God’s place which is-the MAN OF SIN sit-
ting in God’s temyple (the church) exaltingitselfabove
all that is called God and undertakes to receive or ex-
‘pel members and thus work great disaster and ruin to
souls. Yet no antichtist has power to turn us out of
Christ if we abide in him, although they may shut us-
out of the fel]ow:}ﬁp of brethren, and divide Christ’s
body by their damnable organisms, make us appareutly
outsiders while we are the true members, and they the
false. 'This is the most horrible wickedness of which
men can be guilty.

We have no outward garment of pharisaism cut to
order, but we have the searching word which will dis-
cover every spot or wrinkle of fleshly lust and unholy

pride.

The lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and pride of
life is always betrayed by some outside look or babit

however slight, and the searching truth will reveal it.

It is true there is no uniform style to which the rich
and poot or different classes can be reduced, yet there is
an extravagance and gaudiness among both ricli and poor
Vanity has its
marks peculiar to every station iu life so that it cannot

which betray the same heart of pride.

be mistaken,

There are true saints with certain habits and'surround-
ings which would admit of innocently!wearing ‘stand up
collars and stove-pipe hats} and yet with others these
would prove pride and apostasy from Christ. One’raised
in a royal family might have on' jewels and be saved,

while with most others it would prove estrangement ffom
God. One may use tobaccd under some circumstances

his soul. Saints haye lived and gone to heaven from
every sects and from the church of -Rome, but for those
who have the light, and as sects now are, to jdin them
would be to deny Christ and go over to the devil. Aaron
made a golden calf and yet was saved, but this affords
no hoye that, any will Be saved who make or worship
golden calves or church organisms to-day. The con-
verted Indian may dance with the joysof salvation, with
painted face, nose jewels and beads;. but ‘you paint your
face and-deck yourself with feathers and jewels and you
will doubtless dance with devils in hell,” Arabs and back-
woodsmen may have facds like' buffalo' skins and hair like

Jhorses manes and b filled’ with the joy's of salvition, hut

yOu wedv the slightest tuft of vanity én clin orlip'and the
deyil may claim yot by these marks for‘*h‘is‘,qu.

The banged hair, the beaucdtcher ¢urlytie nobby suit
and jaunty hat, the glitter of pride, the lofty look, the
ming¢ing walk the affected, Fto'r'xe,t are marks of satad just
as visible and sure as any,ownér‘gi\}rer'p;ft upon 'his hérds;
and no mafter though these ray be $6metiriies ignoraxtly

‘Worn by Shose to' whom they, d(S"nQ't','bélb'rf{:{1 they~ard nd
less signs of vanity. DPictures on the walls béﬁr&if “lus

is wo conversion without sanctificatipn ~of bodily appe-
tites so far as the light shines upen them. And from
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and be a saint of (God, and one cigar may cost another

forbidden by the law, Ex. 20; 4,
and are contrary to the death to the ‘flesh which is in

o

"Christ.

#

A Brief Statement of the Gospel on Ordinances.

1 Christ and apostles were under the Mosaic law
and képt all'its’ outward rites as did all Jewish be-
lievers twenty seVen years after Pentecost.

"ihe'Ser'iptures.which show ‘this fact are Acts 11, 15,
and,21 chayters tdgether with-all the rest of " the New
Téstamént:” ' . .

1 Water baptism aiid the Passover; the ofily rupper
-Tesus ate with-his disciplés, twenty one times called

7
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that, and only once called the *Lord’s Supper,? were
Jewish rites required by the Mosaic law which Jesus and
his apostles being Jews kept with all other rites.

Seriptures which show this are Mark 7: 4 and 8, Luke

11: 38, Hebrews 9: 10 in which the word wash in Eng-
lish is Baptize in Greek, showiug that daptize and wash
are the same word, and were practiced under the law
betoye Christ. And in ‘Exodus, Leviticus and Numbers
we find the law required various washings which Paul
called baptisms. And in Matt..«Mark, Toke and John
and 1 Cor. the Passover was the Lord’s Sapper and a
rite of Moses. This is the' simple seripture testimony
and no speculation of man’s, as all can read for them-
seltes. ¢
3 Acts 15, the council at Jerusalem decided thut
Gentiles but not Jews were fieed from the rites of
Moses’ law. This was nineteen years after Pentecst.
4 JTesus contrasts his baptism by the Spirit with the
baptism by wafer in six plain passages in each of the
gospels and Acts. And since we are freed from the
law ot types by what authority do meh require us to
take th literal water type instead of that substance
which Jesus says is his baptism?

¢ Now iu face of God’s word above, why do men
deny that Jesus and apostles were under the law, and
that baptism was under the law ? Is the plain history
of inspiration to be diseredited? What was the coun-
¢il at Jerusalem for, if they were not under the
hw? and why did they except Gentiles hut
nov Jews trom keeping the law? It is only willful false.
hood and deception which claims that the law ended
at the crucifixion or before, in the practice of Christ or
apostles.

6 What anthority, except. tradition and false

prophets, ig there tor excepling baptism by  water and
the Passover Supper from the othér rites of Moses” law
which we know the apostles did keep? ~ What right
have men to say we arenot to follow Christ and
apostles dn all Jewish ordinances, as well as those two ?
AWhy do men thits by manifest fraud construe Christ’s
words to authorize commandmehts *which he never in-
stituted? ' '
I do not question the sincerity of thousands who
have bedn Beluded into.this belief; but 1 <charge this
plain fraud upon false teachers whe would compel us to
follow Christ and apostles under the Mosaic yoke from
which Christ has freed us by fulfilling that law.

Paul’s epistle to the Hebrews, 31 years after Pente-
cost is the first instruetion to Jewish' believers to leave
Mose{ law. ‘

«
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* Guilt Stabs In the Dark.

HOLINESS AT -BLOOMINGTON, XLX.

One of the holiness sect sends a card from Bloomington,
spiting  venow like a wounded serpept. He makes a s(ilc per-
sonal and lying assanlt which is not against us put agaipst Je-
sus for his truﬁ]‘, and then boasts his sanctification and holi-
ness experience! T pray God to save him from that kind. His
guilt is shown by withholding his name. And then he hasthe
. s-to-ttop-the. SEUMRLINGS

means that we ought to stop sending to our ten or.fifty thous-
and or wore interested readers to please him and relieve his*
conscience! - .
May God in merey grant him the third blessing so as to be
saved from the kinid of holiness they have at Bloomington.
11e says shat I ought to pnbligh the gospel and not alwags
fight sects. So sald rebellious TIsrael that their prophets
ouglt to preach smooth things, and not always be harping on
the one sin of idolatrv. The gospel they tove at Bloomington
wnder the Banner of Holiness is to lettthe Baal of chuich idola-
try alone, un(l‘pronch about getting blessed. 1 am glad, there
is'a judgmentiday coming when'that sort of holiness will be
daly ¢xposed and rewarded.

- o ———————

The Reorganized Chareh of Latfer Day Saints.

Elder E. C. Brand of Tabor, Iowa, one of the Seventy

i
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* The Church of Ged.
BY ARTHUR L. JOHNSON,

Tuue My Homsz is There.

N o, mgn-made cburch but God’s alone
s built on Chrisy thie Corner Stone;

“Though wicked men this church assail,
“The gates of hell canoot prevaild’

CHO::*With-Jesus alone, with Jesus alone,
For thsonly foundationaud chief Corner Stone;
',/ Thro’ faith jn Christ, thro’ Jee?s’ blood,
“\We’'re inem ers of the Church of Gol.
9 This ‘“holy tpmple in the Lord—
Is fitly framed’t without discord;
‘Of “polished stones’” hér walls are laid,
““Complete in one,” as Jesus prayed.

3 God *joins the members’ every one .
Unto-thig ‘body’ of his Son.

Their ‘‘names are in the Boolk of Life;”
Thig holy ¢hurch is Jesus’ ‘wit'g:,‘:’

4 ‘Built up in Christ theif living head;
Together quickened from the dead;

This church,of God i6 from aboye .

ebond-otdax

" ke
B el e 2

5 The Prophets and Apostles true, -
The martyrs too with deash ix yiew, ‘
With all the saints have lived and died
Within this church wheré we abide.
6 I darve not trust in human aid,
Or join a church that man has made;

Built on the sand, a Babel tall,
“When stdrms arise her walls will fall,

SOUL FISHERS.

Sacriticing to Their Net, Hab. 1: 16,

4
» By Bugnern D. Jonxson.

Mormon Apostles of the Reorganized church under Jo.
Smith, jun., has written @ letter affirming ghat half or
two thirds of that church belong to some secret soci-
ety and that he himselfis a Mason and Odd Fellow. So
he exposgs‘the kind of saints of these latter days, the
Mormons are composéd of and lead by. 1 have no
Aloubt that it is through the power of the secret lodge
that they are having much of therr success, and I be-
lieve also that this accounts for the shamrand futile ef-
forts of our government to put down polygarpy at Sait
TLake. The antichristian sysiems of secrecy ‘can never
be on the side of, but always averse to, genuine, reform,
for their principle is the corrnpt ,policy of sulfishness’
and deception, and not of open virtue and righteousness.

God Requires Separation.
By Herserr E. Jonxsox.

“Tlow can two walk together-except they be agreed.”

'Phe teaching of the Scripture is exceedingly plain
and definite on this subject right in the face of the
practice of the so-called christian world.

In looking into Old Testament hisiory we find the
cause-of Gpid's people Israel’so frequently falling into
iniquity of various.forms was through their mixing and
compromising with the uncircumcised around them.
God saw it, so he gave to Moses on Sinai those rigid
taws of separation, for he was jealous for the holinesss
of his people. * , , .

How often were the ter}ble jndgments of God sent
upon the people for this great sin. :

But the devil has been whispering in the ear of God}s

eople that we are not under Sinai, times haye changed
and God has too, he now-allows them to mingle with
the world, to participate in their pursuits, dnd THUs
HAVE AN INFLUENCE t0 bring” them to Christ. Also he
.quotes: “Let the wheat- and: the tares grow together}
(and adds to it) in the.church.” These suggestions just
- snit a ‘\iv:ayward pedple as God.speaks of ancient Israel:
“My people.love to hdve it so.”

Well we now com

e to the New ‘Testathent. Do we

by steam,

taught and piacticed by Him.

and desire of the carnal heart.
abundant attractions.
worldly honor, wealth and.respectability. W

indulge baser passions?>—Oh, “ Tell it not in

fice it to say

sacred cause of religion!
means,”’ they'tell us.

to modern revival ste

irritate and provoke them.

n:‘fa’n . othet geriptures.

here finder Calvary find the,Lord less particular’ upon
this point? -NO, not one whit. Space will not :permig
p .

.

labored as thé seryants

Vi

the many passages which show the decidcdw
separation of the church from the carnal world. -A few
will suffice: “If ye were of the world; the world would
love his own, but because ye are ot of the world but I
world
John
15:19. “But now I have prritten unto you not to keep
company. If any man that is called a brother bea for-
nicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a
drunkard, or an extortioner, with such a onc no not to
“[Iave no fellowship with the uii-
fruitful works of darkness but rather reprove them.
In 2nd Cor. 6: 14—18, the Lord declarcs
that our acceptance with him depends upon our separa-
1lear the Lord speak
“Depart ye, depart ye, go ye out from
thence, touch no unclean thing, go ye out from the
midst of her; be.ye clean that bear the vesscls, of the

”»

Now to make this matter practical, let us take a view
of the condition of God’s professed people to-day, in the

We find the great mass of them in the various de-
nominations yoked up in rehgious fellowship with al-
most every sin this side of the bottomléss pit. The sin
of pride is most severely condemned by God’s word; and
where will you look fora more: extravagant vain and
absurd exhibition of it, than 1n almostrevery religious
gathering. Yol seeit'in the style of preaching, sing-

. If you would look for the most, greed for filthy luore,
dishonesty, gambling, lotteries, partiality, selfishness,
ete., ete., you need not go beyond the steepled syna-
gogues of Babylon. Truly they are the *‘ cages of un-

Now we ask in conclasion who is willing to obey the
call of the Lord,  Come out of ber my people, that ye
be not partakers of her sin, and that ye recceive not of

Jesus and apostles were “fishers 'of men,” but our
twine-binding harvesters, our systen’s of transportation
and eommunication by electricity are not
nearly so far in advance of the times of Christ as are
the modern methods ot soul-saving ahead of those

These modern fishers have daits adapted to every lust

For the devotées of art, lovers ofmusic and oratory,
etc., their gilded templesand charming services furnish
The proud, the ambitious, the
coveteous are pointed to the heavenly way,—no longer
atrait and narrow but broad and easy—as the path to
aid vou
ath !”—
‘The gambling rchemes, fairs, games, dog shows, womin
shows, bazaars, bubble phrties, blanket, box, bag, apron,
neck-tie, night eap, calico, and three thousand other so-
‘cials,—do you ask more? I daré not tell the worst: sui--
the *“lust of the flesh, lust ot the eye and
the pride of’litc,” in every form are made to.serve the
“The end. sanctifies the

On the other hand Jesus and apostles
used no bait at &1, (decgption is associated wi'h the
very idea of a bait.). “Not ,with enticing words of
‘man’s wisdom” or wny of the arts of persuasion known
or christian workers,/ they “‘re-
nounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking
m eraftiness, nor handling the word of God deceitiully,
but by manifestation of the tritl commended themselves
to every man's conscience in the sight of God/” " To be
sure, at'times many were attracted by their miracles
but how quickly they were always dispersed, or mad-
dened, or, broken down by the utterance, of some plain
searching truth, apparently désigned to discourage, or
See Luke 4: 16-30; 11: 29,
Fanid 39-54; 12: 1, and 13-15; 14: 25-33, Acts 7:, 51, and

Be essential difference between the New Testament
Christian workers and_those of out times is this’, the
latter, like those of -Hab. 1, are fishing in fheir own
interest and that of their -huge religious monopolies,
acd they must pleasé mdn! “Thg foriner sought only the
glory,of God-through salyation of men'from in. Theéy
of God, expecting né reward

but trom him, having ne selfish or personal ends -°

serve they were not careful to please men, but con-
cerned themselves only todeliver the message God zave

them whether men waould hear or forbear. The Eible
plan is tp take the fish richt out of their native element
(Johni 15: 19) withont any deception or attempt to con-
ceal the design. But wise men have discovered that
this method was too slow. They must “allure through
the lus.ls ~f the flesh;” but verily *‘while they prdm‘bse
them liberty they themselves are the servants of cor-
ruptior.”

~Iattended one meeting of the M. K. Centennial Con-
ference, recently held in this c¢ity, and believing ii to
‘represent the latest improvements in the artificial soul-
say:ng_mdush'y, will give some account of it. ’

The Lord knoweth.the burden of my soul as I satin
that gaudy temple, named, after the example of Mother
Rome, in honor of the apostle to the Gentiles, ¢ &
Pauls? amid the bewildering gfitter of n modern fash-
iorable congregation. The stage was occupied by a
from Paris, with rich jewelry, exquisite mustaches and
bushy bangs. Was I'in a theatr¢® One of the men
read a passcge of Seripture and said ¢ prayer. Then
Ahe the huge orgau began to groan and squeak and
thunder, and from the discord and din of hupan voices
and wood and metal I soon gathered that they were
performing, not a piece from Shakspeare but: °

“I love thy kingdom Lord, .

The house of thine abode;
The church our blest Redeemer saved
With Lis own precious blood.

I love thy church O, God!” Kitc.

O, it they had only said “otr church® and “our king-
dom,” the blagphemous lie would have been changed
into the manifest truth. ' v

The speech that followed, like all the others of the
evening, was no doubt entertaining to those who love
“our ¢hurch” and also to those who relish amusing an-
ecdotes, jokes, etc. Closed by announcing that ¢ while
to-night we only say, ‘How do you do,” Wednesday
night at St. John’s church we’ll ask as John Chinaman
would, ¢ ITow’s your digestion,”

In response’the Presiding clder said among other
things: ** We® (members of the conference) “may con-
gratulate ourselves on belonging to so great and dis-
tingnished a body as the Methodist Epi~copal church.”
(Not““Thy church O, God” this time, but “our.church,”
as he repeatedly called it!)

“ We may congratulale ourselves on  our numbers and
respectability,” quoth the eight hundred and fitty nice
ministers of Jezebel’s Church, while thé lune prophet of
od-wandered-a vagabond in the wilderness!

““We may congratulats ourselves’ for all men speak
well of us,” and Zedekiah son of Chenaanah with the four
hundred preachers of Ahab’s Zion were borne on tue
topmost wave of popular favor} while Micaiah, the hated
oracle of God, languished in a dungeon !

“« We may congratulate ourselees,” for we receive
‘honor one of another’ and-are highly esteemed* among
men<? and-thepions pharisees of old Jeprusaleny looked

company of nien and women arrayed in the latest styles,

down with pity and scorn on the lowly Jesus and his
contemptible train of Galileans!

“We may congratulate ourselves’ for e are ‘rich and
inercased tn goods and have need of nothing,” and the
church of Laodicea rejoiced inher prosperity, till aroused
by the voice of Jehovah, ““T will spew thee out of my
mouth !’

After ashort speech on primitive Methodism,
in which its most important characteristics were care-
fully concealed, came another on M’ism present and fu-
ture by “Rev.” P. /It was a grand cffort. We were
informed that all other branches of M’ism dwindled
into insignificance when ccmpared Wwith the M. E.
Church, and while it was one of the young-
est of the ° churches it had long
since outstripped all competitors.in the race for wealth
and power. All this was proved by statistics. The
church of Laodicea herself might well have envied such
a record. “Qur grand organizations-—our wealth
—our influence—our great achievements” and ‘‘our
incomparable institutious,” were dwelt upon with a fer-
vor and unction and listened to with a wrapt attentiom
that unmistakably showed what god was worshiped by
that representative assembly. Great' is Diana of the
Methodists whom all America and the world worshipsth [

But God’s account given in Rev. 18 is _better than
any I can give, and I never before realized so fully its
application: ** How much she hath glorified herself
and livedideliciously, so mugch torment and sorrow give
her; for she saith' i her héart, I siv a queen, aid am no
widow, and shall tee no sorrow. Therefore shall her
plagues come in one day,” ete.

“The priests thereof teach for hire and thé prophets
diyine for money: Yut will they lear upon the Lord, and
say,, s not the Lord among wus? None cvil can come
upoi us!?

We were assured that Methodism had not, as some
supposed, degenerated spiritually in the 50 or’100
years past, but on the contrary, was ever increasing
and deepening in* spirituality, and to-day they had
,more self-sacrifiéing zeal among them than ever before.
This was.not proved by statisttes, but no dsubt the
speaker supposed his hearers too willing to believe his
flattering words to require evidence. One mark of im-
provement was given however, viz: of late théy had
“quit throwing,stones.” He tcld the familiar stoty 6f the
pew ‘pastor who was accosted in the vestibule and cdu-
tioned against ‘touchinga certain sin because Mr. —
pdid well, etc.,?ga,ig inl the aisle #nd at the pulpit hé én-
.countered similar insgrqctions’ about certain other sius,
eto. But Methodist préd chers now havé'vio such diffi-
culgy, since, as aaule, instead of preachbing agdinst sin,
‘they “preach Christ!”’ "l‘fgey used to su Efos’e it was
‘their duty, Lp:pp'each, against Calvinism ang Universal-
ism, but ~they, “have quit pitehing inld Sister

Clagrches”)  Very rarely now .do’ they' speak’ against
these “‘or any,othet fsms.” (X givé bhis ‘wofdsf) Ab,
no, they prezch’ Chrigt(?) now! " £
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% i Original Methodists, like_Jea:ug and i;‘lithhxl Prophels
' ! and apostles, were very injudicious. They frightened

away many fine fat fish. They testified of the world
l ghat its worls were evil. Worldly protessors, lovers
! of pleasure, the proud,‘the covetous, respectable and
' ‘ pious sinners of every sort were driven from 'their pres-
, ence like “the chaft “of {he summer thresling flcor.”,
They were distingunished, as Wesley tells us, by be-
ing “ reprovers of outward sin.”  But not sofvith these
wise, modern soul fishers. * They reprove no sin till they
have made very sure that it is an unpopular one or that
such feproof will not interfere with the interests ot
their trade.  We shall see this new plan well illus-
¢trated be ore ws ave through,

True to his character as,a false prophet Mr, P, in
conclusion, predicted a grand future for Methodism,
3 Her work was only begun. He estimated that anotler
! ¥ century would see * four hundred millions of Methodists,
' ’ on earth, and five hndred mallions in Glory/” While

the millennium itself was cnly two hundred years
ahead ! What a charmimng picture! Was there, think
you, a heart in all that assembly of Methodists so hard
as not to be melted, “mashed,” bysuch a fine preeenta-
tion of Christ? (They preach nothing but Christ now.)
How much better the cfleot of such preaching as this
than that of the old fashioned preachers, poow simple
souls—they didn’t understand the art of fishing a8 it is
now undergtood. (Nay ratherjthey were not seeking
to erfrich themselves with the spoils of the deep, but
« labored only for righteousness and the glory ot God.)
The effoct of their preaching was like that of a fanuing-
mill: confusion and noise, and everything but the puare

.
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wheat was driven away. .
You will observe that the, abhaove
calculations suppose every  Methodist who dies

< is in “@lory.” How comforting the prospcet to every
follower of this new “Christ,” who has “arisen within
two centuries and who now saye: "I am the doof, by
me if any man enter in he shall be«xsaved.”’

I remember the account given by Wesley, of his go-
ing in immagination to the gate of heaven where he
inquired in vain for Methodists, whom he, found with
all other seatarians un inquiry at the gate of hell.

Whitfield in Philadelphia, in the midst of’a sermon,
raised his hands to heaven and cried out:
1 “ Father Abraham, who have ydu <in heaven? any

Methodists there? No!” But this is a prongressive

age and 100 years hence there will be ‘500 000 000

Methodists in glory!” How long, O, Lord, shal! pre-

sumptious men blaspheme thy/vname? ‘I'ruly they are

« An assembly of treacherons men. They bend their
« tongues like their pow for lies: they proceed from evil

to evil, aind they know not me sartht the® Lord. "They

will deceite every one his neighbor: thev have taught
their tongue to speak lies dnd weary themsclves to commit.

iniquity!” .

'Tuesday, the P. E. made an address on the fature of
the church with some of its needs. “ One thing
“neaded ¥R Ibré iTtensE SPITL “or T dENO o atTSiTHI oY=
alty. We would be stronger should we believe more in
ourselves” Yes, yes! Paul says “the just shall live
by faith,” but I hadn’t supposcd be meang faith in
themselves. As this is “St. Paual’s church,” we might
expect to hear Paul’s gospel here. -
“ A more intense spirit of denominational loyalty.”
. What does that mean? It means a more intense devo-
: .tion to a sect. Paul saysif “we or an angel from
heaven preach any other gospel than that which we
bave preached let him be accursed!” Let us turn to ]
‘Cor.-and read Elder W’s. gospel there. “Now I praise you
: brethren that ye have maintained your “loyalty to our
) dendmunation, insombich that though we began at the
foot of the class we now stand at the head both in re-
spect to wealth and numbers. For it hath beeh declared
unto me by them which are of the house of Chloe that
while Peter's and Apollgs’ churches are actually losing.
, numbers ye have had many accessions. O, noble
*Paulites of Corinth, I predicta grand futare for our
| church. But let me exhort you to even a mors intense
spirit of denominational loyalty. -And above all have
faith in—yourselves/ For we are the circumecision that
worship God and rejoic&’in Christ and have great con-
fidence gn the flesh. Even as we taught you that your
faith should stand in the wisdom of men and not in the
power of God only.” If the above is not the substance
of Paul’s gospel then the double curse of Gal. Ist is on
tire head ot Elder W. !

It would seem as though we Have ‘seen enough, kut
as the cup of their iniquity is not yet full, and the trail
of the serpent is to be yet more clearly marifest as we
approach the close of this'meeting. It would appear
that so long as they preached nothing but Christ,
( Methodism,) there was peace and harmony, and all
went well. But in an evil hour one of their number, a
young man, wasllead so far astray, as, instead of preqch-
ing Christ, to speak, like those of old, of the practical
part of Christianity. Forgetful that his mission’ was
only to “congratulate” an(} flatéer *and entertain
bis audience, he began to ‘‘throw stones.” He
spoke against card-playing, dancing, ‘theatre-going and
other “doubtful amusements.”” What now? TWhy,
there's war in the camp, and the conference is divided.
One arises in defense of his personal liberty. Says he
thinks @ man can do all these and be a Christian. He
knows a prominent minister of this city who attends
the theatre, believes him a good man, ete., and it’s not
right for the church to sit in Judgmenton these people.
Others,come to the defense of common decency and
morality. But the Presiding Elder+said heé was “ ew-
ceedingly sorry the question, had come up.” Al}, these
words were no unmeaning slip ,of the tongue!” They
lay bare to the astonishment of angels and men the deep
and damning plot, not merely of the infamous minister
5 of'Satan who uttered them but of mgderh. Christianity

in general and modern Methodism in particular. That’s
it exactly. They propgse to take people 1o heaven by
the million on this new plan by which they exclude the

‘ Letters From Er,etlﬁen.

cross that crucifies to sin: exclude utterly the fan, the
Leart-searching truth which Jesus used to 'separate the

chafl from the wheat. They have taken unto them-
selves the whole armor of Satan, that the “sword of the
Spirit, which is the word of God” may have no access
to them. While they claim to be soldiers of Christ,
fighting against sin and Satan, they are acting as his
body-guard, jealously defending his citidel against any
possible disturbance by truth against “spiritual wicked-
ness in high places.” .

As I sinee talked with a member of this
institution about these things he said he
was very- sorry to hear some .things

the Elder said,on ghis occasion but if T had Heard ,him
at a certain meeling since, Iwould have been delighted.
The difference between this man and me is this: he was
sorry the rank rottenncss of the deceiver was exposed.
in his unguarded utterances. Would inuch prefer-to see
him acting the angel of light. Presenting a more pas-
sable counterfeit of the gospel of Christ. For almost
every body, i1t these days, supposes that cven tho’ it be
a false minister, or a false gospel, the more deceitful
aud plausible by am outside cover of truth and right-
teousness the better. Knowing, as I did, that he was
one of the characters described in Hab.1: 18—17, in
Luke 20: 9—17 and in Ezek. 13 chap. (a most striking
picture, please read, I could take no more pleasure in
the good and true things he spoke thanig the lies and
blasphemies. I love to hear the voice of honest, earn-
est prayer but if the same words are spoken profanely,
tan I regard them with the same feelings? “O when
will men learn that the truth, “when held in unright-
eousness,” “good words and tair speeches,” when used
to ¢ deceive the hearts of the simple,” are thcmselves
injquity, and considering, their use and design,the mosg
barefaced falsehood or open infidelity is infinitely pre-
terable to them.

John Wesley was often spoken of during the meet-
ing and rfepresented as the Father of Methodism. Théy
have indeed stolen the n#me~given to him and associ-!
ates as a tittle of reproach, but- whatielse have they in
common with him? He and his assogiates as he says,
““vehemently refused to be distinguished frdm others by

| any but the common fundamental principles of christi-

anity. Abhorringand detegting all other marks of dis-
tinction. Whitfield says he régards gll as Methodists
who, being ~“dead to sects and parties; aim'at a holy
method ot living.” But these openly avow and advo-
cate sectarianism. . Wesley says: « As riches {ncrease,
so will pride, anger, and love of’ thé world in all its
branches.” Again: They that iave most money have
usually least grace.”” But thése boast proudly of their
wealth. Waesley saysi “God never used us until we
were a.poverb of réptoach. Nor have we a jot more
dishonor or evil report than we know is necessary both
fcr us and for the people.”  And further *“in defiance
of worldly wisdom” he'takes the positidn that being

per. Ilease give me the address of the Swerd, edited Ly T.,
¥ Id)olnu. I want to write to him. "T'hat papcr did my soul
good.

o

J. L. Gentzler, Constantine, Mich., writes:

Lyman TI. Johnson, Sir You diseontinue the STUMBLING-
STONE as I do not think it amounts to anything. I wish Edi-
tors of such simple papers as yours would not bother Ine for {
do not believe in.such trash. It seems to mg men chat pub-
lish such trash is a little opt of their mind.

Bro. Isage Green of Carmel Ind., writes:

To the brethren which are at Toledo. Praise God for hig
mercies to us, he is using this poor being to glorify himself all
of which I am unworthy. A fewevenings ago I wasinaM. E.
sect ineeting and wus using the privilege given to testify and to
oxhort and teach a litttend the preacher in charge cut me off
before 1 through and then in his harangue after he did so
bragged that he had eomprehened the brothe and after meet-
ing in ourconversation he said he believed I would be ruved
in my belief, but he said T was o1t no foundation and ought
aid must belong to sorne church. This is his foundation. I
will send yon another name for the STUBLINGSTONE. He
wants to find a friehd, such an one to whom he can make all
his complaints. I told-him of Christ and exhorted him to
make bim this filend. He seems anxious and honest and also
able to gee some of the cvils of some in the sects.

Bro. Hugh Bracelin, of C., Wexford county, Michi-
oan, writes:

Dear Brother, I am o stranger to you, but I am not a stran-
ger to Christ, and having seen one of your papers the STUME-
LINGSTONE, and have read it very carefully, and I can say it
came to nie whemr I was in great need. I was born into the
kingdom of God fifteen years last January and he saved me
from all my sins, and the Lord éalled me to Iabor in his vine- .
-yard. I united with the Wesleyan Methodist e¢hurch, and
‘they gave me a license to preach the gospel of Jesas  Christ.
but I have a.license in thy heart, and I am still preaching. hig
word to sinners. I was ordained five years ago an Elder in
the Wesleyan church.,  One year ago 1 leftithe Conference oun
account of abuse, the last.three ydurs I was with them it was
war all the time for preaching the truth for § do' believe his
word and I bless him for’it.” When I left the church there
was thirty of the membeérs left with me, and we banded our-
selved together to keep his wdrd and follow Jésus, for we all
Jhought we condd not live outside a,sect, but the good Lord
has give moro light, and still my people are very much tied to .
seets, but-T am trying wish the help of God, to lead them to |

Mo abhise God’s word and I#jolned the Lodge and used tobacco,
but the¥ord has sgved me from them ajl. 4

We are wonderfully dispised by the churches around us but
we still keep togédther, and I made 1p iny mind before [ -saw
your paper I'should neverthave anything to do with them but
I ditlmot.see the wrong as.] do noyw, for every oue is wqrking
for theia own.creed and they are damnable heresies, an as soon
"us I cap get my people to see the truth,we shall have no more
bands or sects for me, aud now dear Bro. pleasé send mé the
STUMSLINGSTOXNE, and if yau are a fraveling man, I should
be glad to.have you call and see me, a.d iy brethren and sis-
ters in Christ, and Preach3fb us. ¥bur papér pleased me very
much. I knopy that,God'g dear children are_gne in Christ,
and we arc tiot of the world therelbre the world ha'teth ns.

I ain Holding meetings at three different points, and the Lord

Is with me and I shall preach aguainst all sects and bands,
shall write to you again soon and God bless you and yoirs.
Pfay’ for me.

follow Jesus and not man. I was brought up,a Catholic and

when I was 28 years old_I Jeft them and for four-years I tried
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despis’éd and repro'hched by the world is not enly es-
sential  to our  doing any good in the :
world, b gafifil he iw thus _despised  no |

M es e 0 Saloation. But all this nonsense
has been long sinceexploded, and moédern Methodism
holds out worldly rgspectability and henor as an in-
ducement to enter ber fold. Wesley: “I am not afraid
that the people califd.Methodisty will ever cease to ex-
ist. ButI am afraid, lest they should only exist as a
dead sect, having the form of religion without the power.
Indeed already ke discovers that “although’ the form of
religion remains, the spirit is swiftly vanishing away.”

Jer, 50 and 51. “Flee out of the midst of Babylon
and deliver every man bis soul: be not cut off in her ini-
quity; for this isis the time of the Lord’s vengeance
Behold T am against thee, O thou-most proud ssith thé
Lord of hosts.—O thou that dwellost upon many waters,
abundant in treasues, thine.end is come, and the meas-
urc of thy coveteoyshess.”
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Bro. D. L. Murphy of Kan., writes:—Dear Bro: Johnson, I
can tind readers for 3}l 1 gét and will send you a list of names
soon. Since I saw you at Dungap calnp-meeting. I h:rwe learned
many things by experionce which you taught. ‘When 1 left
the M. 1. chureh thise who had been my friends sought to
drag me down gnd I know what it means to suffer for[)?lrls;t’s
snke, but was never so free before in Christ and as the refin-
ing fire burns the Christlike spirit becomes more clear andrthe
light brigter and faith stronger. )

We ha§e 4 good sodiety here of truly consecrated souls who
take Christ alone but the enemy Tages on every-hand.

Wm. Clarke of Appleton, Wis., writes: :

Lyman II. Johnson: Sir, 1 have just .read your article on
Mr. Moody and his methods, and here is my opinlon of it. Tt
is a mixture of ignorance, error,-misrepresentation, prej udice,
falsehood and gall, with a very slight sprinkling of the truth:
"I'he force of the last quality being destroyed by the spirit in
whieh it is presented.

There is some gall in the above, [Ed.]

Bro. W. B. Imbler, of K., Mo., writes: -

Dear Bro.—Are yoh now Editor of. the STBMBLINGSTONE,
if 8o, please let me know. I would be glad to become a sub-
seriber and have some tracts upon baptism, sects, and schisms,
from which I am free, glory to God, and sanctified wholly—
ves I know the blood 6f Jesuy Christ, God’s Son, cleanses me
i 1sin while I am constantly in the fountain or under

fron al
the blood, IfI wassure that I have your proper addréss, I

would send you a Postal note, .

Bro. J. B. IIdugh, of S., Westmoreland Co.. Pa.,
writes: i

Brother Lyman-Johnsor, May the Lord~prosper you and
keep you faithful, alwaysabodnding in the work of t‘_he Lord.
"The STUMBLINGSTONE has come to me for some time. At
first I did not take muéh stock in it but thank God the true
light shineth now and I ive God the glory. It belongs to
God. I will, as soon as I can, send pay for what your paper
coste or something. Iam a poor man and have a family to
maintain and timés are hard but will attend-to it soon' if God
permits. Pray fer me thatI may be able to let thé light shine
so that others may see too as I see. ,

There has been ameeting in our village, held by one’ of the
ungodly sects, M. E. They have just come heré and began
mkqmg in the chuireh as'they callit, sfuners of all deseriptions.
0dd Fellows, drunkards. well anything. It is of no use to

e o .
Elder Braden of St.ewartsvil\e,‘;ﬁo., has collected a
vast amount of sworn testimony and published facts
which cannot be denied, from Jo. Smith himself and’
his followers and hundreds of witnesses certified by
the courts and documents published while Smiith was
living, proving his polygumy and the teaching ot it in
many instances and the fraud of his Bible imposture.
The following is a.scrap cut at random out of columns
ot testimony. Also the important fact that by fraud
and deception the leaders ot'thé Re-organjzed Church
of Latter-day Saints have gone to the greatest pains
jand expense to destroy all the testimony they could
find on this subject. Their rascality and the proefs of ;
it can be read by sending to Inuvéstigator published ht .
Stewartsville, Mo., the December 27 and othgr numbers

in particular.

“Joe was married to Eliza Partridge; Emily Par-

tridge, Maria Lawrence and Sarah Lawrence, in the a
presence of his wife Emma Smith. So Emma Smith told

her niecé, Lovena Smith, daughter of Hyrumn Smith, as

Lovena Smith, now Lovena Walker, testifies in _an affi-

davit, published on page 646 of “The Saints’ Herald”

of 1883. On the same page of the same paper is an
affidavit of Efaily Partridge that she was married by
James Adams to Joseph Smith, in the presence of his
first wife/Emma Smith; on the 11th day of May 1843,
Lin Nauvoo, Ill. &liza R. 8now, Eliza Partridge,- Emily
Partridge, Lucy Walker, Eliza H. Jacobs, wyiteof B. H.
Jacobs, all 'testity that they were married to Joseph
Smith in plural marriage. William Noble testifies that
Joseph Smith united bim ,in plural marriage to one of”
his wives. John D. Lee, Jokn Taylor, Lorenzo Snow,
Erastus Snow, Orson Pratt, and scores of others testify
that Joseph Smith taught them polygamy. Wm. No-
ble, Joseph B. Noble and James Adams testify that
they unitéd Joseph Smith in plural marriage to sev-
eral women.” v,

«“There was published in Nauvoo, in the Nauvoo Ex-
positor of June 18th, 1844, an affidavit of Austin Cowles
making the same staternent as that made by Fulmer,
Grover, Johnson and James Allred, and stating that
Hyvum Smith presented the revelation, pretending to
hatve been given to Joe Smith in favor of pologamy, to
the High Council, and that he expressly said he_had it
from the prophet«Joe Smith. Hyrum Smith and every
member of the High Council were present then and
there and not one of them ever denied the statement.
Several of the twelve apostles of 1843 and 1844 have
positively declared the vevelation was submitted to
them and accepted by “The Twelve.” ¢
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A General Assembly in Toledo.

Wedhesday March 18th, we will appoint a general assembly
in Tolédo, to which we will invite all pilgrims for one week.
We will endeavor to secure reduced fare on Rail Roadg, and
“desire to be informed who will come. Come to camp iu our
chapel house the same as at ‘camp-medting, bringing quilts,
‘ete.. if convenient. e have plenty of straw and shelter, ete.
Let all come who can. . .

P.S. Iam doubtful about half fare. but will, notify in

name them all over, at least'it is lead by the blind and they
will all fall in the ditch together, Keep sending me your pa-

time if any roads will allow half fare,



