Using Primary Sources in the Classroom:
World War | Unit

This lesson was created by educators working with the Alabama Department of Archives as part
of the “Using Primary Sources in the Classroom” project in 1996.

Lesson 1: The Power of the Press
Background information for teachers:

World War | began in August 1914 between the Central Powers of Germany and Austria-
Hungary and the Allied Powers of Russia, France, Great Britain, Japan, Serbia, Belgium, and
Montenegro. As the Great War spread to encompass much of the world, the United States under
President Woodrow Wilson strove to remain neutral. The American public was split on which
side to support since its population consisted of many different ethnic groups with conflicting
allegiances. A majority simply wanted to stay aloof from a war far away where the issues were
often difficult to decipher.

German actions against the interests and citizens of the United States finally decided the issue in
favor of the Allies. Repeated submarine attacks by German U-boats took the lives of Americans,
events that increasingly stirred the press to demand action to avenge America's honor. Public
opinion, already tending toward support of Britain because of historical ties, became convinced
that the United States must enter the war "to make the world safe for democracy." The final
inducement to intervention came when newspapers published an intercepted message from the
German foreign minister. He offered Mexico land in the American southwest in return for
attacking the United States. Stirred up by the sometimes rabid prose of the journalists, the public
overwhelmingly supported the American declaration of war on Germany that came in April
1917.

Content Standards:
Alabama Course of Study: Social Studies (2010)
e 4" Grade:

0 11. Describe the impact of World War | on Alabamians, including the migration of
African Americans from Alabama to the North and West, utilization of Alabama’s
military installations and training facilities, and increased production of goods for the
war effort.

= Recognizing Alabama participants in World War 1, including
Alabama’s 167" Regiment of the Rainbow Division

= Identifying World War I technologies, including airplanes, machine guns, and
chemical warfare

e 6" Grade;

o 3. Identify causes and consequences of World War | and reasons for the United States’
entry into the war.

o Examples: sinking of the Lusitania, Zimmerman Note, alliances,
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militarism, imperialism, nationalism
= Describing military and civilian roles in the United States during World War |
= Explaining roles of important persons associated with World War 1, including
Woodrow Wilson and Archduke Franz Ferdinand
= Analyzing technological advances of the World War | era for their impact on
modern warfare
e Examples: machine gun, tank, submarine, airplane, poisonous gas, gas
mask
= Locating on a map major countries involved in World War | and boundary
changes after the war
= Explaining the intensification of isolationism in the United States after World
War |

e Example: reaction of the Congress of the United States to the Treaty of
Versailles, League of Nations, and Red Scare
= Recognizing the strategic placement of military bases in Alabama Grade:

e 11" Grade:

0 4. Describe causes, events, and the impact of military involvement of the United States
in World War 1, including mobilization and economic and political changes.

= Identifying the role of militarism, alliances, imperialism, and nationalism in
World War |

= Explaining controversies over the Treaty of Versailles of 1919, Woodrow
Wilson’s Fourteen Points, and the League of Nations

= Explaining how the Treaty of Versailles led to worsening economic and
political conditions in Europe, including greater opportunities for the rise of
fascist states in Germany, Italy, and Spain

= Comparing short- and long-term effects of changing boundaries in pre- and
post-World War | in Europe and the Middle East, leading to the creation of new
countries
National Standards for History

e Era 7 The Emergence of Modern America (1890-1930)
o Standard 1: How Progressives and others addressed problems of industrial
capitalism, urbanization, and political corruption
o Standard 2: The changing role of the United States in world affairs through World
War |
o Standard 3: How the United States changed from the end of World War 1 to the
eve of the Great Depression:

National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies

o Standard 2 — Time, Continuity, and Change
o0 Social studies programs should include experiences that provide for the study of
the past and its legacy
o Standard 3 — People, Places, and Environments



o0 Social studies programs should include experiences that provide for the study of

people, places, and environments

o Standard 5 — Individuals, Groups, and Institutions

o0 Social studies programs should include experiences that provide for the study of

interactions among individuals, groups, and institutions

o Standard 6 — Power, Authority, and Governance

o0 Social studies programs should include experiences that provide for the study of

how people create, interact with, and change structures of power, authority, and
governance.

Learning Objectives:

Upon completion of this lesson, students should be able to:

1.
2.
3.
4

5.

Identify an editorial.

Identify propaganda.

Discuss the differences between a weekly and a daily newspaper.

Analyze the needs of rural and urban newspaper audiences and discuss how those
needs are met.

Evaluate the possible power of the press and the importance of multiple views
concerning events.

Suggested Activities:

1.

wn

Make copies of the newspaper accounts of the sinking of the various vessels for each
student.

Divide class into six groups.

Each student must read each article.

Each group has a specific question or point to address for the benefit of the class.

a. Group A: After reading the articles, be prepared to describe the nature of each

writing. Define the term editorial. Are these articles reports of events which have
occurred, or are they opinions concerning the events which have occurred? Why
is it important to know the difference between those articles which are fact and
those which are opinion?

Group B: Read and describe the newspaper accounts of the sinking of

the Lusitania and the Gulfight. What are the dates of the attacks according to the
newspaper articles? Why are both events covered in the May 13 edition? What are
the similarities and the differences in the attacks? Locate this county on a map of
Alabama. Where is Chatom located in relationship to the larger cities of
Alabama? Describe the audience of this newspaper.

Group C: Define the term propaganda. Read the account of the sinking of
theDeutschland. Is the language in which this article is printed significant? Why
or why not? Does this article contain propaganda? Why or why not? Compare the
sinking of theDeutschland with the destruction of the Lusitania. What do these
events have in common? How are these events different? Describe the audiences
of the two newspapers.



d. Group D: Read the account of the sinking of the Missourian. Is this a significant
event? Is there a relationship between the sinking of the Missourian and the
United States Senate's vote concerning the declaration of war? Why or why not?
Describe the audiences of these newspapers. Is there a difference in coverage
between the weekly newspaper and the daily newspaper?

e. Group E: Examine the coverage of the sinking of the Lusitania with the coverage
given to the sinking of the Missourian. What do these events have in common
with each other? How do these events differ?

f. Group F: Read and discuss the coverage of the Zimmermann note discovery in the
Huntsville Daily Times and the Washington County News. Describe the situation
as it was explained by the newspapers. What are the dates for these reports in the
newspapers? According to the newspapers, on what date was the note actually
intercepted? The U.S. declared war on April 6, 1917. Was the Zimmermann note
important to the declaration of war? Why or why not? Are these articles based
upon fact or upon opinion? Are editorial remarks made in the articles? Present
examples from the articles to prove your positions.

Primary Sources:
Document 1: "1,200 Perished on Lusitania™ and "Discuss Gulfight." Washington County
News,13 May 1915, 1. Newspapers, Micro #455, Alabama Department of Archives &
History, Montgomery, Alabama.
Document 2: "Germans Sink Two More Ships." Washington County News, 6 May 1915, 4.
Newspapers, Micro #455, Alabama Department of Archives & History, Montgomery,
Alabama.
Document 3: "Was the Accident to the Deutschland Really an Accident?" Alabama Staats-
Zeitung, 9 December 1915, 1. Newspapers, Micro #448, Alabama Department of Archives &
History, Montgomery, Alabama.
Document 4: "American Rights Clearly Violated." Cherokeer Harmonizer, 8 March 1917, 1.
Newspapers, Micro #302, Alabama Department of Archive & History, Montgomery,
Alabama.
Document 5: "U.S. Steamer Missourian Sunk Without Warning; Crew Saved" and
others. The Huntsville Daily Times, 5 April 1917, 1. Newspapers, Micro #300, Alabama
Department of Archives & History, Montgomery, Alabama.
Document 6: "United States in War with Germany" and "Unarmed Steamer
Sunk." Washington County News, 12 April 1917, 1. Newspapers, Micro #455, Alabama
Department of Archives & History, Montgomery, Alabama.
Document 7: "Germany Stirs Washington by Proposing Tripple [sic] Attack on U.S. with
Mexico and Japan.” The Huntsville Daily Times, 1 March 1917, 1. Newspapers, Micro #300,
Alabama Department of Archives & History, Montgomery, Alabama.
Document 8: "German Plot Against U.S. is Revealed." Washington County News, 8 March
1917, 1. Newspapers, Micro #455, Alabama Department of Archives & History,
Montgomery, Alabama.
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_Document 1

1,200 PERISHED
ON LUSITANIA

SMEAR OF FLOTSAM OMN FACE
OF SEA MARKS GRAVE OF
SUNKEN STEAMER.

SURVIVORS TELL OF DISASTER

One Hundred ~nd Forty-nine of 200
Viho Perighed Lie In Improvised
Morgue at Queenstown.

London. — Dispatch to the Ez-
change Telegraph Company from Liv-
erpool zays the official list of survi-
voers of the Lusitania includes the
names- of 487 passengers and 274
Crew.

Queenstown.—A smear of fotsam
on the face of a calm sea 23 miles
from this port marks the grave' of
the Cunarder Lausitania, victim of a
German subniaripne,

One hundred and forty-nine of the
200 persons who perished with the
liner lie in improvised morgues in
uld buildings that line the Queens-
tewn harbor., They elther were pick-
ed up dead or succumbed after land-

lug.

The 645 survivors of the disaster
here are guartered in hotels, -residen-
ves and hespitals, some top badly hurt
to Le moved. Two groups left here
clad iu misfit clothing for Dublin by
rall and thence by boat to Holy Head.
The ipjuries of some are so sericus
that additional deaths are expected
and nearly all are top dazed to un-
deratand fully what has bappened.

The survivers do nol agree as to
whether the submarine [red one or
two toerpedoes. A few say they saw
tie periscope and many attest  to
tracing the wake of the {pam as a
projectile raced toward the vessel

The only points in which il con-
cur iz ithat the. torpodo strock the
vessel o vital blow amidsbhips, caus-
ing her to list alinest lminediately to
the starboard. In - this careening
fashion she plowed forward some dis-
tance smashing the left Lboat's davits
a3 she did so and making the lnuneh-
ing ol boats well nigh impossible un-
tll headway had heen eveasusd. How
far the Lusitania siruggled forward
after heing struck and how long it
was Dbefore she disappeared Dbeneath
the waves are points ou which few
passengers agree, estimates of  the
time she remained afloat ranging
from B to 20 minutes, The list to
starbodrd so elevated life boats on
the port side as to render them use-
lesa and it 18 said only two on that
side were launched.

The first three, according to the
cugtom of the sea, was filled with wo-



Document 2

GERMANS SINK -
TWOMORE SHIPS

| SRITISH AND RUSSIAN STEAMERS
ARE SUNK OFF OF THE ENG-
LISH COAST.

CRENS OF SHPS ~ SAVED

! Submarine War

of Breader Scope
! Looked For—Anxiety Over Ger
] Baka Al L s WL
{

London —Qerman sulmartnes, which
Por two  weeks had  been  confilning
: themazelves to the North  Sea,  where
- they sank =everal trawlers, again have
Eaﬁﬂwd on the trade routes off the
; west coastzs of Ireland amd England,
E&nﬂ caught two victims,  They were
ilhp British straaer Edale, sonig off
1:‘-‘:‘1153‘ Jelamads, amd the Russiay stoeane
Jer Svorono, attacked off the Blasket
i lstands, Doth crews were saved,

! That taken in connecsmion with the
jwumiug lssued to Amerivan travelors
Pon transatlatic liners, donbiless moans
 auother attempt with a greater number
D of submarines 10 combat the Wleckade
P by England, It iz announeed Ly he
! BEugrlish papers that the admiralty has
{ found a means of dealing with =ubma-

rines and the people. in view of the
latest attacks wupon  stenmers,  are
awaiting the resnlt with intétost

In face of subimarine atiucks, Tepw
pelin raids and the bomberdment  of
Punkirk, which bring the war clozer
home, England remains calm as ever.
There are =ome, of course, who foel
anxiety over the wesiern baitle line,
but generally, the fecling i{s one of o
timism baszed on scucesz with which
the allies have withstood former at-
rempts of the Germans to got throuch
to the ports.

The bombardment of Dunkirk which
was repeated, and which has resulted
in censiderable loss of life, has owused
many women and children to leave
the town. The Germans can repeat
the bombardment whenever thay de-

sire with the big guns which formerly
were posted on the coast 1o ward oft
attacks from the allied fleet and which
have been moved toward Nieuport.
Still there iz coufidence that the navy
and armies will find a means of deal-
ing with the guns.

On the remainder of the western
fromt, tidings are compnratively quiet,
although the French appear to be still
on the offensive betwean the Meuss
aud the Moselle rivers, the Germans
claiming to have. repulsed attacks
thore.  Consequently, with the situa-
tion at the Dardanelles established, 1n-
terest has turned agnln to the eastern
front and particularly to the Russian
Baltie provinces which are being ratd.
ed by he Germans.

The extent of this new raid has.not



Document 3

WAS

The Accident To

The Deutschlaﬁd

~ Really An Accident?

-

Or Was It A Well Laid Plot To Destroy The Boat? A Great Number Of

People In Wew London Seem To Think The Latter Is

The Correct Version Of The Accident.

From the tollowing taken from the
New York mail, it would appear as if
the accident to the wundersea freighter
"Ucut.*:f_-hlimd” wis ot an o acvident
but a well laid plot to destroy  thé
boat, The Mail under date line of New
London, Neov., 22 in part savs:

- With the Deutschland off on ler way

ba~': 10 Bawywen, this town is begin.
: - ST LN ,"'.:'. . ’ T

#
o
nirae 1o wconder whether the true story

will ever be wld of that tragic mom:

ing in the race when the submersible

trader sent her convoyving tug to the
bottom with all her crew but one,

It i3 plain that, the more the towns-
people think and hear about the sink-
ing, the lesy inclined they are to swal
low the first briel and ofihand explan-
ations given out.

These early explanfitions branded
the affair an accident brought about
by o fiercely rushing tide
aught the T. A. Scott Jr. in its grip
and swept her broadsidd apgainst the

which



Document 4

AMERICAN RIGHTS
CLEARLY VIOLATED

Sinking Of The Liner Laconia Another

Lusitania Affair In- Principle
Though Fewer Lives Lost

WAS SUNK WITHOUT WARNING

Killing Of American Women By Tor-
pedoeing Ship Furnishes “igvert
Act,” It |s Stated Officially °

 Washington.—The ginking of the Cu-
aarder Laconia by a German subma-

rine was stated niﬂnia]ly to conﬁtntum
i clear-cut viﬂlatl{m - of . American
rights.

Conclusive official mmrmatinn at the
state department sliows that two Amer-
ican women lost their lives, that if
four other Armiericans among the pas-
sengers and the 14 among the crew
were saved, it was only by good for-
tune, and "that the wvessel was sunk
without warning in direct defiance of
all the principles for which the United
States' has stood.

- Consul.Frost's freports from the-sur—

vivors show that the vessel was struck
by a first torpedo without warning at’
10: 3(]' at night, 1560 miles off Fastnet!!i
The engine was stopped as the shif
listed to starboard, wireless callg were
flashed broadcast and six rm:kats were
sent up.  Thirteen boats wifh passen-
gers and.crew got away in & heu\']r
sea.

About twenty minutes after the- ﬂl“ﬂf

- torpedo, the reports add, and while

some of the boats were still nearby,
a second torpedo was driven into the
vessel, which sank  three-quartérs of
an hour after the original attack. The
small boats with =survivors pitched
about during the long hours of the
night until rescue ships came up. Dur-
ing thig'time the two American 'worn-
en, Mrs. Mary E. Hoy and Miss Eliza-
beth Hoy, of Chicago, died of expos-
ure and were buried at sea.. 'There
were geveral other deaths not of .Amm'-
icans.

No fturther factd are needad by thiﬂ
government, it was stated officially.
Officials are entirely clear in their be-
lief that Germany has committed. the
act which President Wilson has said
it was impossible for him tﬂ believe
she would commit,

.Ten Lives Lost On Laconia

London, — The Cunard company
gives the following names of the La-
conia’s passengers missing and sup-
posed to have been lost:

Mrs. Mary Hoy, Miss Elizabeth Hoy,



Document 5

U5, STEAMER MISSOURIAN SUNK
WITHOUT WARRING; GREW SAVED

{0y the Associgledd Prosa) AR VOOTRE PEROBABRLY
WASHINGTON D, . April §— AT IFTVE OCLOCK ¢
The sivking withont warning of the (v the Asanrcigted Press)
wisrmed Amorican slopmers Missonr
io1, which lefl Genoa April 4ih witn _ R
thivty iwo Amerleans among ber erow WARTININGTON v, O, April He-

of ‘tilty thres was repocted to the | Cenpress will probably fake o vote

eliila {ipyﬁrlrﬂiﬂi[ |"i'H-li'i.'}|-" h_'," il'l]]':ii] ﬂ.hﬂn!‘_ 0 '|‘|.'(l_l|""-E{ Tl]'i:.; ni"p]-nﬂ,““ Ly

veneral Wilbur  wt Genog . 'he | the war resolution,
frew was anved ' ——
e . HENATE VOTES Fono wAR

[Ty g Asdgociableg] Pross)
BNEW YORK, April H—American =

gteamahip Missourian owned by the (By the Associnbad Press, )
Amerlean Hawalian steamship com WASHINGTON Do O Apeil 4§
pany line eft here Maveh 6ih oy - | The U B0 Senate Leet nisht veted

tulign porta, For war sagninst Oerdgny with oniy
fougr dissenting vord= Lalodlerts

erd Vordoman  were dmgong thea




Document 6

UNARMED STEAMER SUNEK.
Missourian With 32 Americans Aboard
Is Torpedoed.

Washington—Sinking without warn
ing of the unarmed American steanier
Missourian, which left Cenoa on April
3 with 52 Americans among her corow
of 53, was reported to the state do-
partment bv Consul General Wilhar
nt Genoa. The ocrew was saved,

Destruction of two more vesszsels,
one Dritish and one Norvwegian, with
Americans on board, was reported to
the state department by Consul Lia-
throp of Cardix.

The Norwegian steamer Sandvik-
goole was sunk by a submarine he-
lieved to have been German, while the
EBritish steamer Lincolnshire WL
sunk without any submarine heing
seen.



Document 7

GERNANY 511RG WASHINGTD
PROPOING TRIPPLE ATIAL
S WITH BREAIGD AN

(By the Associated Press.)
" WASHINGTON D, €.
—Itevelaton of how Germany is oy
pecting war with the United Stptes
i osresul of her submarine campaign
of ruthlessness amd plotted o i
Mexico and Jupan with her fop au
gilack oo the United Stetes has stic
vrod the capilel to its depths, How
CGermany Is contident that unrostric:
eil subiarine war jave is the iosir
ment by which she will bring ing-
land tn her knees proposed us a tripln
Mlow was revealed in =e| ol instru. -
tiens from the German foreign min:

ier dimmerman o German minist e

Mareh 1---

|
!

Von Felbhardt iv Moxico City whic

T

3.
&
Jir

- L

wiay Lransmilied thea Von Bernstors,

e v —

CONFIRMATION BREACHES
VASHINGTON

{ By the Assoclygted Press)
WASHINGTON D, C. Maveh 1

S Fultk officis! eonfirmation of Gor-

manyvs proposal too Mexico ol ihe

atliance with Mexico and Japan o

attack the United Stales governmoen!

is today both at tha White [louse

.nl'-tl the statp department,



Document 8

GERMAN PLOT
AGAINST L. §.

I
13 REVEALED

War on America by Alliance of
Mexico and Japan With Teu-
tons Proposed.

HILSON RAS THE EVIDENCE

President Has Cony of Officinl Instrue-
tions Qutlining Details of Conspir-
acy Against Qur Government—
Carranza Told to Recons
quer Texas, Arizona
and New Mexico.

Washington, Marveh b=On Fridoy
whariig  the Western  Newspuiper
Lot was vonbled to reveal that Gops
ey bo plaesing wieesteteteld subings
Flne warfiee amd counting f1s eonse.
nuehees, proposed an allinnee  with
Muexled and Japan to make war on (ly
4 United slates i0 this country slonit
noet remwgin oemenl.

Jupany, hrough Mexiean medintboan,
wig o be urgsd to nbardon ior allles

wnl juin io e attack on the United
sintes,

Mexico, for her rownmd, was to e
colve general financial support from
Gurnuny, recongquer Texng, New Moxe
teo nnd Avizonn==lost provinees—and
share In the victorious peace WeRns
Gurmany contemptuied,

Details of the Plot.

Detulls were lefl 1o German M-
Igler von Eekhardt in Mexteo Chy,
who by Instruciions signed by Gops
nuin Forelgon Mindstor  Zinnpernnn
nt Berlin Januury 19, 1017, was diveet-
el o propose the allinnee with Mex.
ieo to Genersl Carranza.and sugpest
thpt Moexice seek o bring Jupan intw
the plot,

These instruetions wore teansmd tred
o You Eckhardt through Count von
Bernstorll, forwer  German . aubis-
sidor here, now on hiz way home to
Lermany wnder o safe conduct ol
talned from his enemivs by the coun-
try agalust which he was plotting
WO,

Plctures World Dominion,

Gormnny  pictured to Mexleo by
Drowd Intimation Fongland amd (he o
tente willes defented; Gormnny  aud
B allies telomplant  and In workld
domination by the instrument of une
restrlelod warinee,

A eopy of Seeretary Zinnnernmann's
instractions 1o Von  BEckhordt, seut

,1I|1uu;.h Voo Bernstorll, i3 in posses-

slon of the Uniled Stutes government,
Duplicity Is Exposdd.

The document hax been in the hamls
af the governmwent siuee President Wil-



