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'Qlurnel.Numbei'3 A Publication of the Sout~mPoverty Law center 5ep(effi.ber,I973

OEO. HEW Funds Were Used--

CenterBrings Suit to BanImposedSterilizati9n
And MedicalExperim~ntationOn Poor People
Kennedy's senate Health SUbcommitteeHears

Facts Surrounding Sterilization of RelfGirls.

Absence ofConstitutional safeguards
ViolatesPoor People's LegalRights

It ..... at tlLis time that M". Relf.
who neither reads nor writes, put her
mark on what we Jater learned .....s an
authotizatlon for surgical sterilization.
Mn. Relf was then esconed home.
Minnie and MlU)' Alice weto left by
&e &If. Page Four

.' _ Ffderr4@ltipqve~ty funds~ poured by the Office of Economic Oppor- .
. tunlty ana. Uepdrtment o[Hialtit; "Education 'and' WelfGre into thousands'
of community welfare agencies nctionwlde. have bun used to steriiize
young girls and to administer e:.cperime'ltal drugs to unsuspecting ;x>or
people.

But no guidelines regulating these sensitive and controversial activities'
have ever been distributed to the local agencies by OEO or HEW. Thus
poor people who are the supposed beneficiaries of federal antipoverty
prograTTU havt' been denied due proces:r. equal protection, and - in
thousands of instances - the ability to have children.

The Southern Poverty uw Center', lawYen fInt discovered this situation when we
were lilted to tepteaellt two YOlUll\ black girls who hu been surgically sterilized,

wtthout their knowledge or consent. by
the Family Planning Clinic of the
Montgomery Community Action Com·
mittee - a local organization funded by
OEO. (See other ,tory this page.)

We filed a lawsuit in fed"",1 court in
Montgomery agaiJ'.st the Clinic_ the
doctor who had performed the ope""
tions. and OEO as the agency '" tth
ultimate responsibility. News of our suit
made an aroused public tware for the
fI"t time that federal funds were being
u:;ed to steti1ize minor> and other poe,
people who were ulUble to give inform
ed consent.

fmmcdiately aner the lawsuit was
med, the director of HEW - which Iud
since taken over funding ?f the Montg
omery Community Action Committee
- suspended all funding, thereby depriv

'ing the city" poor of other vital senices
not at issue. A telcgram to the dire<:tor
ftom Southern Poverty uw Center
Pte.ident Julian Bond ...3$ instrumental
in getting all funding reinstated except
that for sterilization.'.

Sub,equent investigation by the
Center', lawye" 'nealed that until
May, 1971, surgical sterilintions had
not b~ pennitted by OEO; and that
after the restriction was lifted - and
'jntil this very day - the federal 3&ency
hu failed to provide guidelines to safe
guard the legal rishta of poor people
receiVing coull1Ol from OEG-f",nded
birth conltol agencies.

See Letpl Rip'ts, P3ge Four
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~yur...w Miry Allee Rdf.left. aad 1Iu....NInIlie Lee. __ <Ii 11 mbIar &Ida
who~ rteri!lzed by a federally fwIded family pImmiIIc prorram in Montao-ry.
Ala.

same .. Iho.. an thr"" child~n had
otel1 receiving for some time.

Neilher Mr>. Relf nor the girls spoke
with anyone at the office. From the
doctor', office the children and their
mother were t"nspotted to the hospital
wht:re the girh were assigned u room.

0" July 10. at th( invitation ofSenato~.Edward J;ennedY. memben of
the Relf family testified before the U.S. Senate SubcommIttee onRealth
in Warhingron. D.C., regarding the three Relf sister3' receipt of periodic
in;ections of the experimental birth control drug Depo-provera and the
subsequent surgical sterili::ation of fourteen-year-old Minnie and twelve-
year-old Mary Alice. .

Accompanying the Relj's was Southern Poverty Law Center general
counsel Joe Levin, whose statement of the facts su"ounding the family's
experience with the Montgomery Family Planning Clinic depicted for the
Subc'Jmmillee a portrait of disregard by welfare workers for the legal
rights of the supposed beneficiaries of social services.

Levin tesrified as [ollows:

On June 14, 1973, Mary Alice Rtlf,
age iwelve. and MiiUlie Relf. age four·
~een, were surgicaliy sterilized in a.
~ontsomery, Alabama hospital.

These rubal sterilization' tock place
under the direction of the Family Plan·
ning Clinic of the' Montgomery
Comm~nity Action Committee, an
OEO·funded project.

In addition to Minnie and Mary Alice,
the Relfs have one other daughter I

Ka~ie, who is seventeen years of age.
\\-"hen Cornrr.unity Action moved the
Rtit', to a public housing project in
197)" the Family Planning Setvice be.·
gan :he administration of birth contrc'l'
injections ll> Ka.tie. According, to Mr.
and Mrs. Rele no parental permission
was sough!. or g1"en.

At a izter date, the clinic began the
admin:strltion of the so:me shots to the
two ~ ounger girls.

In ~arch. 1973, Katie Relf wu taken
to the Family Planning Clini" for in..r
tion of an intra-uterine birth prevention
device (IUD). Once agnin. her pllent.l
say, they were not lUke<! if they had any
objection. After arri'lin& at the clinic,
Katie dxI object to the proced=. But
she WI' told by the nune t1ut ,he need·
ed it, and the IUD was implanted.

On June 13, 19'73,a Family Planning
nune picked up Mn. Relf and the two
younger girls and transported them to a
doctor', office. Mrs. Relf undentood
tbat the girls wue being taken for some
shoi.s. She thought the shots were the
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CasesGro,",Out-of the Center'sEfforts'
ToEndFedenillyFundedMedical :;'
ExperilllentationOnPoorPeople

THE Ql~snAN SOENCE MoNITOl t'RWA\. JULY 1.3. 1973

The Poverty Law Report is published quarterly by the Southern Poverty
Law Center, U9 South McDonough Street, Montgomery, Alabama 36101.

WEDNESDAY,JULY 11.1973

~ f"r rul.. end regul.tions drawn
up by the 50 st.tes, most penuit steri
lization operations and the use of Fed·'
en! funds foe them ulong as patients
are 'm..,tally competent .dults and as
lon&' u they submit voluntarily to sur...
eery. In the last year••bout 16.000
women and 9,000 men have been .•ted.. ~<;r~~

lized by public cllnJc.s at their own ~.

qt:est. ioiDin&: seven million other·.
Ame..~eans.

Some states tbo permit ·the. !tertii.
zation of minora, with pacental con..
sent. And • number of states pennit
courts to order the sterilization of in·
I&.lle oe retarded penon..

AI for Alabama in particular, It per
mits voluntary aterilization ot adults. ~;... ,~
and court-approved sterilization·of the .' :"~' .
mentally incompetent. There: is &Iso II} - - _.:.. !
Alabama law that. permits pare!'ttl to . ~ \.
authorize SUllftY for their chi1dr~ y .,.
th""gh the I.w doe.' not spocificelly .~"' ..
covet" sumcai sterilization.

This I.,. ls the basic cause of the
current furor· in Montgomery.

Two of t.". 11 girls oterillzed here
....ere 12·year-old Mary. Alice Rell and
l+vear",ld Minnie lee Relf, tIleyoung.
est- ot oix children of Lonnl. .nd
Min.'lie Relf. an illiterate hlack couple
living On food >UlIlI'S' and $156-.... "
mooth welf.re check:! in.~.-month .
public .. housing apartlMnt on the
southweotern ed&'O of tlli:s Deep South
capital city.

The girls were operated on several
weeks 1&('1 alter their mother signed
her "X" on I. surgical consent fann
brought to the Relf .p.....ment by two
nunes from a local family-planning
clinic. Mr. Relf was not hom. .t the
time. and wilen he later went to the
hospital to visit his dauchten, tie say,.
he was told vi.iting hours were over.

Mrs. Relf. who .peaks haltingly .nd
"think~" she is abo<Jt 50 years "lei
says she thought she was aut.horizinc
birth control shots for her daughters.
The sisters had betn receh-inc a.nti
conception shots for some time.

Did Itospital personnel. including the
white surgeon. ask any quutions?

"No," Mrs. Dixon says.
Mr. Relf. 50 yean old and too crip

pled by • car .ccident to ....ork. con.
tends that there was I. misunderstand.
ing.

With the help of the Southern Pov
erty Law Center, & nonprofit Mont...
gomery organization that helps the
poor in leg.l m.tle<s, be has filed a .

. millicn-doUar damage $uit against the
clinic and asks that safeguards be ec..
tabJished. to protect otbet' minors (rom
involuntsry sterilization.

In contending that the sIsters did
not understand t.~e meaning or sterill·
zatlon, tile suit assert> that Mary Alice.
bom with s speech impedimeot and
without • right hand. 10 retarded. An4
wh.t of MinnIe Lee, tho more articu
late of the .isten? What does she
think. with her child-bearine ability'
gone forever. removed beyond the
reach of even a favorable court decl...
sian and the million doltan?

The otner day. Minnie Lee ha<! this
exchlJllC: with one at her fa.lber'S law...
yers., Morri. Dees:

Q. Are you evt!' l0ina t.o let mar·
ried? A. Y....

Q. Are you l0ine to h.ve any ohll
dren? A. Y..,

Q. How man)'? A, One.
Q. A boy or • cirl? A. A little girl.

__ DRUMMONDA~ It.

MONTGOMERY, Ala. - The South
got I. new cause cei~re last week
when 1I:e Department ot Justice and
the Del>utment ot Health, Education
and Welfare began investig.tiDl • fed
enJly funded famity-plannlne clinic
hen! th.t lten1ized II girls, all minors,
10 at them bl.ck and some retarded.

The investigation. accompanied by •
naUoaVJide freeze -)11 all money allot·
ted for such sutiic.al procedures. im..
mediately disclosed that the problem
went beyond Alabama-.

In the l...t 15 montns. it was dis
covered. other Government-sponsored
birth control clinics around the coun·
try have sterilized .t least 80 other
minors. There are 3.260 c1inics in aIL
moct of them serving the poor.

A raciiJ. and ~giOl1a! breakdown of
the· additional sterilizations was Dot'
av.ilable. But foe the moment, that
could wait.

Th. portent of the situ.tion here
provided .11 the controYersy necessary.
The Montgomery sterilization not only
raised old questions .bout racism and
government involvement in the tx>?Uoo
Iation light. bot alsO nJsed !'Ow q_
tIons abotJt constitutional rilhtl, mec1i..
c.al ethics and wel1are theoriet.

Senator Edw.rd M. Kennedy. Del'.>
ocrat 01 Massacbl.lSetts, announced
th.t his suboom~on health would
bold heariDls this week, aside from the
investig.tions atr.ady underway.
S~te RepteJentative Julian Bond ot

Georgia recalled th.t the Nazis h.d
..Iso sterilized. members of minorities
and tho mentally incompetent.

How did it all n.ppen?
SUrglcal sterilization Is generally

permanent and irreversible. the most
foolproot birtn control method. For
beth men and women, the operation in..
volves a small incision and the turning
off or severing of reproductive tubes.
Only women require hospitalization.

Fede!'8.1 ~l.tions permit the use
01 Government money for \,oluntary
sterilization. ·But the rE:guiations are
nut completely clear regarding sterili...
z3tion of minors and t.'1e mentally in..
competent and, indeed. have frequent
ly beeo botiy debated.

For example, Dr. Warren Hern at
Denver, the former chief ot prognm
development and project evaluation 10<'
the qency's family planning division.
.ays he drew up a set of re-guJations in
i971 tIl.t would have pnlvooted tho
MontlQQlery controveny.

"But," h. add<. ".fter I h.d 25.000
copies printed and wu ready to dis
tribute them, tomebody .bove me in
Washlngtoa cried 'politics'-! could
no- f10d out jult bo-<lnd ordered
.11 ot them tueked y in· a ware-
hOUJO. I sueso they're still th......•

Beea.... of the Montgomery situ·
.lion, the H.E.W. secretaty, C~r
W. Weinberg... has onlered ItiJl an·
otheI' eat of Government rules d~.
The ,",zen funds may tIlen be releued.

Sterilizing the Poor

Exploring.
MotivesAnd
.Methods

September. 1973

4u,,"uon: Old Mrs. Relf. an Ullterate,
realiy understand wny she wa.s sign·
Ing a paper with her "X"!

The poverty lawyers say slie dldn·t
Ullderstand. Sne "",ys she dldn·t. Oft!
cials at the Community Action Com·
mlttee In Mon1gomery, Ala.. said 'ne
did.

And everybody says tho sltuallon Is
dynamite.

The Justice Department Is in
vestigating. The U.S. Department of
Health. Education. and Welfare
(HEW). wltlch now funds such activi
ties, is investigating and Indeed, nas
cut off all funds unW new goldeUnes
can bf! drawn. And the Office of
Economic Opportunity, wltlch has
had admln1straUve control of ster
Wzation programs, is Investigating
sterilizing activity.. not only in Ala'
bama but around the country..

Guidelines in question
HEW officials estimate that In 1W12

at least 16.000 women and more
than 8.000 men were sterilized by tile
government. Of these, 36$ were mi
nors.

The outcry rblng against the prac·
tice of sterll1%lng any minor in
voluntarily 15 Ukely to lead to strong
legislation out of the Kennedy sub
committee. _<Uld certalnly to a tight
ening of guldeUnes.

Politics has snaked Into the picture
with charges that there already were
goldeUnes, drawn last year, but bot
tled up by the WhIte House unW after
the election: The charge Is that It they
had been let out, as community action
groupo around the country wanted,
they might have prevented the ste...
=tion 01 the ReI! girls and others.

The two Relf daughters. and their
older s1ster. Katie, had been rec.lving
injectioIUI of the experimental birth·
control drug. depoprovera, for
montha from the OEO Commun1ty
Action Clinic In Montgomery.

o.phne W. [Nyer 11
Ma1lllging Editor

By Jack Waugh
Staff corre.pondent of

The Chr1.stla.'1 Science Monitor

Washing10a
~assachusetts Sen. Edward M.

Kennedy sat at a table away tMm the
Lonnie Relf. of Alabama.

All their lives they had lived worlds·
apart. The Senator had never known
anything but wealtn. The Relfs had
never known anything but poverty.
The Senator is white. The ReUs are
black. The Senator lived all tlls ille
near enormous power. The ReUs
have always been powerless.

And there they all were in the
Senate committee room united in one
anger.

The Relfs' two young daughters.
~innie. H, O<ld ~ary Alice, 12. had
been sterUtzed June 14: by an agency
of the federal government. Mr3. Relt
has signed a paper with her signature.
an X, permitting tne surgery. But sne
say~ she had no idea that is what the
paper saId.

Lawyers from the Southern Poverty
Law Center In Montgomery, Ala.• are
helping the ReUs sue the government
for $1 million.

Senalor Kennedy, outra~d. ha!:
called it "one of the really tragic
experiments of all t1rr:e," and intends
to sce leg15lation pas3ed Llult will
never let It happen again.

Did she understand?
The Relf case hao exploded in both

Alabama and Washington into a ma~

jor cause celebre Ulat raises ques
tions about racism, welfare pracUces.
consUtutional rights. and medical
ethics.

For weeks Senator Kennedy', sen·
ate subcommIttee on nealth had been
looking into the J.ssue of biomedlcal
researcn and the protection of numan
,ubjects. And the Relf ca.se landed In
the middle of that.

At the legal [ulctum of the case 15 a
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Kennedy blasts experimentation

Sterilization case
ignites controversy
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Tt~ sun lneCH t!l4t the tiUlU. WbO
rntch~ han underatood:. ... beYer CC¥)

suIted: the motber. WbcJ ~:l't \IDCWr
fUlDc1. sllntd her "r' 10 ~ eoMerrt ~
pera-. The nnt day K1nnie. 1'. &D4 Wary
Allee. :1.~ c:beek..:d 1mo Profcstional
canter HOIpital1lll~...be« ~
uoi4entlAe4 llIfIeoD Jmbrmecl • tulNlat
llptioC. en nCb I1r:L

CENTER WILL REPRESENT
SOUTH CAROLINA
WELFARE MOTHERS

.,~ .

n1"l'~t-Y"f Jlnr yo". '!lIU
. . ~' .. '"

MAIY AUCE &. MINNIE Rill AT HOME:

A qU4!'stion of consent.

.::. f
",;...:~,~Ie~un:u .' < .•...• ::.,,!:...; ~::"~:._ .-. ;~;' W1&DNESDAY.AU(jUSTlclj1t···~·".i:·~"·~:·,··"·--,,-,: ,: t
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AIKEN. S. c., - Marietta'
Williams: is :lO yun old and
sWile.- -. -"

She Wlsn't IIwIYS sterile.
Last month she gave birth to'
a baby boy-her third child
and the.next dly h... Fallopian
tubes ..e", snipped Ind tlod. .'

The operation was performed :
by·the one doctor in town w!Io.
iI willing to delivef' babies fori'
women such as Mrs. Williams ,.
Who are on. welfare. Dr. OO\ia·
IL Pie"", does so UJIder ....
""ndition - that inothets of"
three child"", roceiviDg Ned!-.
caid Igree. to be sterilized to"
ieceive his belp. He ia doing 10, .
be has said, to help reduce the.;
welfare milL ," ':"i,.t

• Mrs. Williams said he thrut·
';'ed to ll!ke ber to court if -she .
d.id not sign the· surgi~ <:0<>- ,.
lent form belo", ddr.ery;·Il<!·
Ibe did. .. ', ... -,.~ ".:.
• Hers is not the oa'1 caM in' .

!lken; it'. not the, O,nly one. tIl·.~·
!he South. 10 fact. it IS the thlrd .. ·
situation. to be discJosed in ~
.ent months in which !nvohm•.
IlIry sterilization .... .ystem- ,
{tically performed ()Q poor.

!I~e ~~ures .... cau~nc
widespread outrI~ and -prompted the filling ot lawsuits
and the issuallC<O by. Cupar
". Wemberger, Secretary ot
\lealth, Education and Welfln!, •. ...
9t new guidelines on inYOltm··- "\¥.: ." ~ .';'" ~,..•.~:•.:: '~-'.- _ .~fIr"..II!'WTct"...IIU.1M1ET"

lary sterilizatiOD. . . . Marietta WII1IIms, 20;.with· two ollbir three~ Ie A1k.... s.c. She _ ItetIIIzell
: IlIby SllIl Booplta11ze4 .' ..,. Dr-'-?"I" R. Pl~ attw H.deII-..I bor-tbJI..'l.~ a boy. ailoat a·1IIllCIth aco-
• All of thia wiU _ help MrS. ,".. -, '.' .' "'.' "- -.
",miamI, howev....· . Just after. the Alahama C8!e, ·Last year, Dr. WU1iam A.
· H... ne.. babv has heeD sick which led'to a lawsuit by··the Darity of the· University 01.
iin"" birth and. ia st,J1I boIpI' fatller of the ems. a I... pub-- ~c!l~ts studied the opin.

~~~;:".~~n:;,~ Ueize<;I ~t ..... filed ~ North ~eI<~~a;'U:~~
from retaining any onl Jiour. Carolina m beha1f of. NiaJ. R1Ith 'compurer. More, than 80 per
~L She Is~ Cox, who ..... steriltzed seven cent·O{·dle men interviewed . Among tl}e -discoveries made
&bout his future and !ler own. yean ago. She saId she -was W~ against oterilization, 50 at th So th P La
; "I wnuldn't uwry apin. told It· ..as ~ ;;emporary flve-- per·oem bcli....-tng dle poactice te~ e u em overty ..
.who wouid wam me, lrDowtIlg' year Ope~Ol1 that would was- • plot ago/nst bIaclc&.. Cent"'s suit against HEW and
I cannot have any child",n?" "wear off. .l'eors ReaetiolI OEO was filed, was news that an
she said the other day,. repeat. Residents Ang.red John RobbinS.- __ of obstetrician in Aiken, South·
mg a senoment expn!S6ed over' SO lllat' when.' tile - Alken the Planned '1'IN<ll!Iood .Fed. . Carolina, .had pressured welfare
and over again in this part of'_ ' situa~n broke, television-~s eration ··of America, on -wbMe ·mothers·oo-be into consenting to
the country, when!.· Wom&l1'S!~and~ swarmed· ",to,.. boar<I. Dr.·Darity,a1.... said he ·be sterilized before he would
greate.t gift is still thought to . town. ThIs. lDflux has Ingered was concerned by what these
be her ferti1lty. .' residents;.. many. of w.hom are disdOSlln!S would do to dle accept them as Medic-aid patients.

several ....ks ago. Mrs. C.:ol SUpporting Dr. Pierce III letll!rs population cootrolmovemeDL' The Center recently agreed to
Brown, a white welfare mo<her- to· newspapers and to Mrs. "Whenever something. good represent several of the victims of

~t(~, PI':~cI;~"=~ '~didn't m..n to drop a l:~~~ .this practice, l!Jld have added to
.deiiver her fWJ1 baby unless bomb." Mrs. _"" oald with bed Mppens; .... get negative its suit I class of plaintiffs who
she agnoed to toe IlUrlli78:l or a chuckle'in her living room in vibes, These atories .... oend- bec3use of pressures imposed by
pay a $100 down paymem ()Q New Ellenton, about l~ miles ing~ tilroulIh many doc(ms or clinics are unable to

~~~t~ejjg~~ == :e.~m~y::! Just .....-I p,=~ In Alkm. Dr. give consent freely. Constitu-
imposed policy that some Aiken Five investigatiool..... UDder PIette hal remained silent. tional guideline. would prohibit
officials think hi. heeD goiD& . way, lDcInding ooe by tM 'l1le 4O-year-olcU<>nfter Anny such pressures.

on~~.~ro~":'bee.me a wei. =~':~:! dO<tor amved at II!a oIlIce <JOe I~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
I~ recipient in February when duct.ed by t!l6 State Attorneyl day recently In a S1IlaII black I ~
h... husband,. Robert, began Gen<nl, the State Department. and white .car and sped around THE
se<Vlng an 18·month prison of Social Services, the South: the holUdina to. lbe bact. He
term for grand larceny. He caroUna Medical A..ociation' rushed to the door unlocked It i1l1T/ONAL OESERVER.
should be paroled within a few and tM SOUth carolina Council' and disappeared~ wiU\oQt lVJT
weeks. Mrs. Brown oald. ADd lor HlIID&Il Richts a .privately . e "" T S I f
her baby will be delivered now sponsored watchd~g group. an...ennc my queotlolil.. "" as ten ization 0
by • <loctor in Auguata, GL, Dr. R. Arcllie Ell!!, COomlis- i In ncont days, other pr'.n. I k
about 20 miles from Allten. sloner of SOda! services for ,clpa\s bad left k>wn and ...... B ac - Teen-Agers

Defended PolIcy ~ C&roIiDa, said hi.~ ;unavailable to c1arlfy questlons T II ty?
Imedia<ely Ifter the complaint ptioll would iocI_ a leV\ew Ithat have beeo talaed. . 00 as ..

was lDIde pllblic, Dr. Pierce de- 01 all hyst..ectoaUeS perfonned . By J. M. McFoddea
fended his policy in the local in ~.~ Hospital to No IIIftItIpdoa F-.o)$ KOKTCli),IU'- .u.A.

preIS and said that he did re-. determine if any ....... per" One of them i.l1tlchsrd Pe>o<e, Do<> .......t hn. 1M r1rll' .....".
quire w.elfare mothers .~. ~~C:=OD~ Aiken's dLrector of IOciaI letT...· llze • eblld evm if the danger 01 youthM

:i~~.~~~= ~ women. ices. Thne women uid they =af::e~~~:s=~.~~e:;
doing so becaU!e of tlhe heavy' SpeeiI.lists in .medleal ethica had reported the duct:or'l ulti.. they JO\Iiht to r.ltse lut week Wh~D Ulty
tu: burdel! we:lfare WALS ca.u.s. have expressed outrap' over matum-to be lterili%ed or fmd =~I·;..~~~ncJ~~c~~~~3tt

a::,
ina. He said that .4Jken's other the increasing disclQi8l1C'es that Ulother doctOf4ut that no \n.. bl.lw:li: ~D-asre I1rLS whO say U1ey .ere
obs,tetriclans supported the sterilizatim is being imposed vestiptioa had been made. $ferillied wttbOUt proper co~t.

~bcy. on poor Southern blacks tor J. sam Nesbit, the adJninis.. Tlle suit was d.Ied by the SOuthern Pol'-

510ce thl"Q he. has refU3ed to socia! rather than medical rea- trator ot Aiken CoUnty HocpL· ~:. ~~~re~~t ~::~ ~~~~~
make any pUbhc c~t. SODS. tal. wu not avail.ble to com.. sterlliuUon by "'ell.re arend« across
ords~ow~[tl:~?f:ld: ''We must tlee the fact the", ment OIl hlr _ ststemeslt ... counuy --.xcel" Wlder CODst!taUOClIIly

eries paid tor by Medicaid last an! many whites who, con· ~t~e .~ DOtllfng """"c Wlth aee;;:;<::: ::.a:'':.,. ....tTed. tile

year included sterilization. Six- sciously or DOt. see birth con- One~:s:arac:e' II hi hi Mt says. 'liMn a Dune from the Wont"
teen ~ the 18 iDvotvecl blacAt trot as a'way to RVe the white critiu! of Dr. Pi~'1 meU ~~~~lIlP~r~c;~ -;:~~
D~l ~re~~ race from being overwhelmed,," is Mrs. Ma.rga.ret J. Weston. a earller umnc that her twO da.u~rs be
~cal payments to Dr~ said Bruce Hilton. directoc ot black registered nurse ..ho is ".t'Ill....

aecordinc to the~ have the National Center fo< Jlk>. d.recbr at the local Planned Quft_ ....r....... e-<ol
totaled $6ll 000 m dle lut 18 ethics in Ridgefield. N.J. Pb~tftood program. Her hur- "Boy• ...n: b2nrlnr .round the rtrts,"
months. • "M~y laymen still bold the URI, a ,~eon. leTVes .., the U"..e IWt laY'. and the e1fa~ people "feltra- <!lscI of the lIl2riIIza mistaken belief that it is Ameri- pr~a It>edlcal director. the ,.oat 'onv"",,,,' tor ..

osure • ta'S minority groups that con. Po=eed ItetilizatioD? I doc't ~~ prevent P!e:snancy wu .terUl.z.a-
tiooohere, following that of the trlbull! most to this COWlUy'S bell.... In that-llO, honey. I
sWillzatlCn 01 two yOUllg black growlDg population _ contrary ~ personally.~ at whit•.
girls U1 Alabama earlier, has to figures." ppened in AUten.. It'. • ~I'
rock.!d Aiken a quiet Ulwn best And many hillel< Ameriau,., grace and • shame. abe ..,d.

known as a genteel retreat lor :.ri1i~~de~o~~i""bl~ ~~~ 'f~herw~:~
Ithe ncn to tra'n Ind bnoed genocide. are nodding tIl«r wIlom hive heeD referred fo<
,thoroughbred horses. head. knowingly. • rterillzatlolL

Lonnie Reif. 56.. a former field hand
who has been unemployed since he was
lamed in an auto accident four vears
:lgo. was away from home. but his" wife
Minnie recalls that the nurses told her
lhe girls would have to go tv the hos
pital for more shots. They said she must
sign a paper. so she marked a surgical
consent form with an X. The girls were
taken to (he Professional Center Hos·
pitat kept overnight. and then sterilized
next da> by tubal ligation.

"1 didn't want it done. and I'm still
upseL" Lonnie Relf testified IU1t week
before a Senate subcommiltec. chaired
by Edward M. Kennedy, which is press
ing for a bill to tighten controls on
Gnvernment medical experimentation.
Relfs wife agreed: "I was mad. 1
wouldn't have let them do that:'

The family planning center has in
sisted that the operation was properly
explained to Mrs. Relf. but she denies
this. Had she then given a valid. in
formed conien\. and did 'ihe ha ve the
legal right to do so? Or. more broadly.
what right does the Government hdve
to perform such an operation?

'W'hen the Office of Ecunomic Op.
pOrlunity set up its family-planning pro
gram in 1967. tbe regulations stated that
"no project funds shall be expended for
any surgical procedures intended to re
suit in l)~erilization or to cause abor·
tions:' To help poor people prevent un
wanted births. the ban on funds for
voluntary sterili.zation was quietly
dropped in 1911-the OEO financed
some 16.000 of them last.vear-but no
rules w~re eve.. promulgated. A set of
guidelines was drafted and printed. bar
ring sterilization of anyone who did not
have "the legal capillcity to himself con
sent to the procedure:' but after an 0b
scure controversy within the Adminis
tration. the guidelines were sent to_ a
warehouse. Thus the use of f.ederal
funds for steriUzation was left in a kind
of legaJ vacuum.

TlH .Ef~U ,.c ... ~'ol"(.AZIS{
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M:lfY Alice Relf. now twelve, is
mentaUy retarded. has a speech defect
and was born without a right hand. She
has a sister named Minnie. l-t. and as
they grew old enough to attract boys.
welfare workers steered them to a fed
erally financed family planning center
in Montgomery. Ala.. where they re
ceived injections every three months of
3 drug called Depo.Provera, which was
b~ing tested as a contraceptive.

Last month. shortly after the drug
was banned because of undesirable side
effects. two nurses paid a visit [0 the
shabby apartment where the Relfs live
on S150 fficonthly welfare payments.

Sterilized: Why?

TIME

..,.. ..
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suIt in Montgomery federal court, sub·
mitted administrative c1aans· foJ'"
damages to both agencies, filed a new
lawsuit in federal court In Washington
against the directors of the agencies.

ThU suit asks the court to prohibit
sponsorship by OEO and HEW ofsurgi
cal steri1izations of minors and other
persons incapable of giving informed
consent, until cO,nstitutiona11y accept
able guidelines are made available to
local clinics. It also seeks prohibition
against the diJtribution by poverty pro
gram Igencies of experimental drugs and
devices (including, but not limited to
experimental birth control materials)
until similariy acceptable guidelines pro
tecting the legal rights of poor people
are produced.

We ask that the agencies be ordered
to develop such guidelines within a
reasonable time; and that in the event
such guidelL'Ies Ire not developed, the
court itself diot. te guidelin", wh"h
would guarantee that poor people,
dependent on gov.rnment health care,
cannot be used by federal agencies as a
class of helpless research subjects.

General funding of HEW and OEO is
not affected by ti,e earefully drawn
requests for injunctions in the lawsuit.
Medically approved drugs and services
remain available to poor people; only ir·
reversible opetlltions and experimental

_ <!ruga are under attack.
The Center's victory in this crucial

lawsuil would guarantee that no poor
person who cannot fully understand the
implications of permanent sterilization
surgery and give infonned consent
would ever suffer the consequences of
such surgery. _It would further proteet
the legal right of poor peopl. to be
given full- Information regarding risks
that may be involved in lcceptin! un·
tested experimental medical trea tenenl.>
and drugs. No agency funded by the
federal &overrunent could ..er apln
subject poor people without their know·
ledge to potentially dangerous medical
cue.

, Unit: J~~i~t. cwi~ " Mrs., . acquired with f~ stlmps.'rhei:· only
, Lonnie Relf and' their 'six- children lived income is their welfare c."eck; medical
in " two-room' ""oden shack In rural care -and other .....ntiaJs are all provided
Alabama. Both 'parents unable to read., by, OIIe or another· publicalIy funded
OJ write, Mr. Relf unablo to -eam wageo agency.
because of ...e,., injuries received' in an Social workers IitCtllUy run the Relf~:

auto ac~ident, the famU)' has seemingly lives; In that context one might a1mclC
always been dependent for thelt survival exp<ct their legal rights to be <>Yet·
upou public Issistance; . looked.

Then the Montgomery-. Cominuniry Such was the case when two of tho'
Action Committee decided· to giYe, the ReIf' children were surgically sterilized
Rolfs a fresh stort in'a new environment, earlier this year. The Southern Poverty
and moved U,em to a w.lfare apartment Law Center's suit in f.deral court seekS I

inside lhe city. llut 10 this day, virtually to vindicate the Relfs for this injustice,
everything they own or enjoy is theirs as and thereby protect the rights of ail
a result of charity - from furnituno pro· poor people.
vided by Goodwill Industries- to- fcod .

LEGAL RIGHTS, Continued from Page Orre
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We learned also. that priot: to their
operations, our clients lWi beeD admin~

istered periodic injections of the
experim.ntal birth control drug, Depo.
prove-ra. Neither the girls 'nor their
parents had ever been advised that, the
drug was not available, to· the geneC31
public, and that theY were guinea pigs in
a federally sponsored study; nor,
according to t.lie Retfs, was parental
consent for the injections ever sought Or

. given.
A callous disregard by government.

officials for the humanity and legal
rights of poor people, similar to that
which made posaible I federally fmanc
ed study in Tuskegee, Alabama, of the
effects of syphilis on subjects denied
medical treatment, has resulted in the
use by public clinics of many experi
mental drugs whose effects are not
known.

Depo·provera was withdC3wn li.t
spring even from experimental distribu
tion because of tests linking it with
cancer in laboratory animals. (It was be
cause the drug WII no longer available
that the Fami1y Planning Clinic decided
thlt the girh should be sletilized.)

Our investigation further. uncovered
information that OEO had in flct deve
loped guidelines to be followed by local
agencies performing surgicaI steriliz·
ations after May, 1971. Early in i972,
25,000 copies of these OEO guidelines
were published and pnopared for distri·
bution; but it is alleged that IOmeolie in
the Nixon adminiJrtlltion, concerned
about the sensitive nature of federally
funded sterilization, ordered the guide
lines locked in a warehouse during the
Presidential election year. The,., they
still remain. .

RecogniZing that ultiniate responsi
bility for what had been done to our
client. lay with the directOR of OEO
and HEW in Washington,. D.C~ our
lawyers determined that only from
those agencies' headquarters could the'
relief we ....r. seeking be forthcoming.
Accordingly. we moved to dismiss the

very existence;' and they are essily
~coerced" into doing what the "e1fare
people ......ommend to them. It is a oery
so phisticated, problbly unintentional
coercion, but it is extremely effective-.

One must ask whether or not the
hospital. the, doctor, the nune., and the
anestheslologisl would have as qliicldy
participated in the sterilization of a
~paying customer." Would this medical
complex have permitted a middle-c1as3
white or black parent to so easily sign
away his child's' ability to procreate?
Would the middle<lus. parent, absent
the kinds· of dependency pressures
exerted on'a welfare family, have even
considered· surgical sterilization for his
children? I believe this, Subcommittee
will fmd !liat the- 900S and daughters of
middle America are not, sterilized, no·,
gardIess -of .their physical or mental
condition. It is, the ~free clinic~ patient
who is fair game for this most final of
birth control methods.

I recently spoke with an employee of
the agency who wrote the' prop~
which will provide HEW funding for the,
Montgomery Fancily Planning Clinic. In
response to a remark of mine condemn·
ing steri1ization of minors, he asked if I
would also be opposed to sex e<!ucation
in the schools since minors are affected
there. It is this apparent complete in
ability to draw lines to make distinc·
tions, to instinctively recognize the
difference between a birth control pill
and surgery which forever halts the
ability to participate in conception,
which frightens me.

Strict Guideline> EosentiaI
Sterilization is not "birth control"

when applied to minors and incom·
petents - it is mayhem, and it must be
stopped now. The strictest guidelines
for sterHization should be established
and dutributed to all agencies, hospitals,
or individuals who in any way partici·
pate in federal or state failded stertliza·
tion programs.

I have every reason to believe that
what happened to the Relfs is not un·
common; that for some time now OEO
funded and HEW·funded family
planning projects have been securing
sterilization operations for the minor
children of poverty·stricken families,
and I know that the decisions about
who shall or sha1l not receive this so·
called sem"" must bv. been based
upon only the most general criteria_
Surely there are as many different pro·
cedures for determining who gets
sterilized as there are clinics offering the
service.

A look into this whole fiel<l of benefI
cent &overnment medical senices and
the treatment aceurded poor people in
the adminimation of such services, is
10lll overdue. On behalf of the ReIf
family and the thousanda of other
families who require governmental
assistance in order to fulfill the most
basic needs of life, I implore you to giYe
this matter your c10aert attention.
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. them1eI_ in I ward. Minnie and Mary
_Alice said that neither had' IOCn. the
phyoician. who wu to perform the
opetlltion, and thlt neither had been
told what WlS going to hlppen to them.

T1Ie next l1Ior:ninC, both cIIildml
were plaeecl aader I tenenl I1IeSlhetic
and surzically sterilized. MIS. ReIf IIld
the &iris stated that at DO point prior to
the opetlltion. did they "" or tall< with
the doctor who perfonned the Opetll·
tioos or any other physician, Ind that at
DO time prior to the surgery did'any
physician discUII with them the natun:
or consequences of the surgery to ..lIich
Minnie and Mary Alice were about to be
subjected. The ph ....... released from
the hospital Ifter, three days.

On the afternoon of the day Minnie
and Mary Alice were taken to the hospi
tai, the same Family Planning nurse bd
returned to the Relfhome and attempt·
ed to take K.atie to the hospitaL K.atie
locked herself in her room and refused'
to go.

I was told by persons who spoke with
the Direct~r of the Clinic and the nurse
on the day of the surgery that the
reason for the operations was the
existence of new policies which prevent
ed nurses from going out into the
community to administer shots and,
birth ;:cntrol devices; that boys were
~hanging around" the girls and that the
simplest way to insure against preg·
nancy was sterilization. "

I decline to engage in debate over th'e
relative merits of sterili2ing children. I
see no justification for permanently
depriving any child of his or her right 10

cOllceive, regardless of the child's pre
sent mental or physical condition; nor
do I believe that agencies, by committe.
or other means, have the right to
sterilize any person, regardless of age,
unless that person, intelligently and
with full and complete knowledge of
the consequences. desires to be pet
manentiy stripped of the ability to
create life. Passing the age of 21 is not
necessarily a barometer for measuring
the ability of an individual to compre·
hend the significance of sterilization.

In order to begin to understand why
it happened to these children I think
one must examine· the social services
system under which they and their
fancily exist. They receive S156 per
month from the Alabama Department
of Pensions and Security; they receive
food stamps; they receive subsidized
medical assistance; and, I am sure other
aid unknown to me at this time.

In other words, esell member of this
family lives his or her existence under a
microscope. They are visited almost
every week by ",me social service per.
",n who either functions under the
direction of the slate or fedual govern·
ment or whose salary is paid, liirectly or
indirectly, through some combination
of local, stp.te and fedual funding.

They ate surrounded by a welfare
state upon which they depend for their
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