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Jury hits Klan with $37 million verdict

ANNING, S.C. — In the

largest judgment ever
awarded against a hate group, a
jury here on July 24 ordered the
Christian Knights of the Ku Klux
Klan, its state leader and four
other Klansmen to pay $37.8 mil-
lion for their roles in a conspira-
cy to burn a black church.

“That jury’s decision was a
day of reckoning for the Klan,”
said Morris Dees, the Southern
Poverty Law Center’s chief trial
counsel and lead attorney for
Macedonia Baptist Church,
which was burned on June 21,
1995, “The verdict shows that
there are still some things sacred
in this country, still some lines
that no one can cross.”

“After a five-day trial, the jury
assessed punitive damages of $15
million against the Klan’s nation-
al organization, based in North
Carolina; $15 million against
Horace King, the Grand Dragon
of the group’s South Carolina
chapter; and $7 million against
the organization’s South Carolina
chapter. In addition, punitive
damages were awarded against
four Klansmen — $100,000
against each of three men and
$200,000 against a fourth — who
were earlier convicted of crimi-
nal charges in the case.

The jury also assessed $300,000
in compensatory damages.

Center chief trial counsel Morris Dees tells the jury how Klansmen planned to burn Macedonia

Baprist Church. .

The Christian Knights and
King don’t have millions of dol-
lars. But the verdict will likely put
the Klan out of business — or
severely diminish its influence —
and deter others from hate-
inspired actions. Center attorneys
plan to initiate legal procedures
to attach bank accounts, property
and other assets belonging to the
Christian Knights and the five
men. Any money collected will go
to Macedonia Baptist Church.

Testimony presented at the
trial could spark criminal

charges. Prosecutors who

American educators take
Teaching Tolerance to Africa

OHANNESBURG —
IA delegation of
American educators
presented Teaching
Tolerance materials
to South African
teachers during a
first-of-its-kind
exchange in April.
The 16 American
teachers, university
professors, graduate
students and school reform
activists had a dual mission: to
learn how South Africa is trans-
forming its education system
from one based on apartheid to
one based on democracy and to
lay the groundwork for an

Gabrielle Lyon

ongoing educators’
exchange of ideas
and experiences.
Part of the exchange
was the introduction
of Teaching Toler-
ance resources to
South African edu-
cators.

Helping organize
the event and serv-
ing as a delegate was
Gabrielle Lyon, a Teaching Toler-
ance research fellow in 1995-96
who now is outreach coordina-
tor for the Small Schools Work-
shop at the University of Illinois
at Chicago. Her specific focus
Please turn to p. 3 "American Educators...”
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followed it told reporters there
was a possibility that new evidence
disclosed at the civil trial could
bring additional indictments.
Defense attorney Gary White
painted King as a feeble old man
merely exercising his right to
free speech, saying King had not
authorized the attack on the cen-
tury old church. But witnesses

told a different story,
portraying King as a
dynamic hatemonger
who specifically spoke
of burning churches
and protecting his
men from the law. The
jury saw videotapes
collected by the Cen-
ter’'s  Intelligence
Project that showed
King in his green
Grand Dragon garb —
moving dramatically
across a stage at a Klan
rally as he proclaimed
the evils of blacks.

“This is a white
man’s country and if
the niggers don’t like
it, put them on a row-
boat and send them
back to Africa to swing from
coconut trees and eat one
another,” King shouted at a
videotaped Klan rally two weeks
before the Macedonia fire.
Another tape showed King at a
Klan march in Washington, D.C.,
yelling, “If we had this garbage in
South Carolina, we would burn
the bastards out... ”

Testimony showed that King
portrayed black churches as
demonic. He told his followers
that black churches were plot-
ting against white America. Wit-
nesses said that King and his fol-
lowers were particularly
infuriated after members of
Macedonia’s congregation com-
plained to police about the
Klan's nearby rallies. Racial epi-
thets blasted over Klan loud-
speakers could be heard during
Macedonia’s church services.
After the complaints, police
ordered the Klan to turn its
loudspeakers down.

Other evidence showed King
authorized attacks on black
churches:

* Marion Frieson, a man who
attended a Klan rally near Mace-
donia, said he overheard a con-
versation involving King and Ed
Garvin, the Clarendon County
Klan leader serving under King.
“I heard Ed Garvin say, ‘Hell,
let’s burn a church. There’s one
right down the road,” Frieson
told the jury. In response, he
added, “Horace King said,

Please turn to p. 3 "Record Verdict...”
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Thank you for the tremen-
dous work you do! 1 read with
great interest on the Internet just
now about the verdict and pun-
ishment for the chapter of the ku
klux klan (T have no intention of
showing one shred of respect for
them, so much so that I can’t
even use title case for their
names, just like I can’t for nazis,
either!) which set the church in
Manning afire. Thank goodness
you are there to implement the
penalties and show this group of
miserable racist miscreants (and
all like them) that they will not
get away with it!

I'm sending a contribution to
your Center in support and grat-
itude. I love the idea of the
Teaching Tolerance program,
and I think that’s where it needs
to start. Nobody 1s “born a big-
ot.” They are taught bigotry and
racial hatred from a very young
age through what they see, hear
and are told at home. If we can
show them the truth through
programs like Teaching Toler-
ance in the schools, surely we
can undo some of the damage
done before the age of six.

Know that we are out here,
quietly supporting what you are
doing at SPLC and giving what
we can, when we can.

L. B.
Monterey, California

Thank you for the opportuni-
ty to review your video [Seeking
Justice]. I appreciate the work
that the Center is doing not only
in fighting racism in the courts
but also in giving educators a
tool for developing understand-
ing through the Teaching Toler-
ance magazine. [ wonder where
our country would be without
the courage and dedication of
individuals and organizations
such as yours.

M. M.
Marysville, California

Congratulations on the July
24th KKK case! My heart is filled
with hope for the first time in
many years. Thank you so very
much. To me, this is a pivotal
case. I'm telling everyone who
will listen to support the Center.

M. D,
Fairfax, California

Operation Understanding visits Center

High school students participating in Operation Understanding DC and Operation
Understanding Charleston visited the Civil Rights Memorial on July 13. Operation
Understanding brings together Jewish and black high school students for a program of
educational workshops, cultural activities and travel designed to teach them about
their own and each other’s history, culture, race and religion. Many similar youth
groups came to the Center this summer to learn history through the stories of the
martyrs whose names are inscribed on the Memorial.

Court upholds judgment

against neo-Nazi leader

Aluly 27 ruling by a federal
appeals court upheld a
judgment against William Pierce,
author of the infamous race-war
novel, The Turner Diaries, and
leader of the National Alliance —
one of the country’s most notori-
ous neo-Nazi organizations,

In May 1996, Center attorneys
won an $85,000 judgment for the

family of Harold Mansfield
against Pierce. He appealed that

judgment, awarded by a North
Carolina jury which found that
Pierce was involved in a scheme
to hide the assets of another hate
group, the Church of the Creator
(COTC). In 1991 in Florida, a
COTC member killed Mansfield,
a black sailor. The Center sued
and won a $1 million default
judgment for the Mansfield fam-
ily against the COTC, but COTC
leaders had transferred owner-
ship of its property to Pierce to
prevent it from going to Mans-
field’s heirs. This past January,
Center attorneys defended the
jury’s decision in Mansfield v.
Pierce before a three-judge panel

of the U. S. Court of Appeals for
the ath Circuit.

“The jury’s verdict sent the
message that the law will not
allow hate groups to evade
responsibility for the violent
actions of their members,” said
Center legal director Richard
Cohen after the 1996 trial.
“Although Pierce was not involved
in‘the Mansfield murder, he par-
ticipated in the scheme to keep
the COTC assets from the Mans-
field family. The jurors told Pierce
that he could not profit from the
death of Harold Mansfield.”

With 21 chapters in 13 states,
the National Alliance is one of
the largest and most influential
neo-Nazi groups in the country.
Pierce’s long-range goal is to
ignite a worldwide race war and
establish an Aryan utopia in
North America and Europe — a
fascist society free of Jews, blacks
and other racial minorities.
Pierce set out his vision in The
Turner Diaries, the book that
inspired the 1995 Oklahoma City
bombing.

MURDER 7 HIGHWAY

Clarification

A cutline in the June issue of the SPLC Report described a new book on Viola Liuzzo as
the first full-length book about her. In fact, Beatrice Siegel — a Center supporter —
published Murder on the Highway: The Viola Liuzzo Story in 1993. It is a 125-page

biography written for young adults.
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Civil rights movement kit
again available to teachers

even years after the Teaching

Tolerance project of the
Southern Poverty Law Center
released its first curriculum
package, America’s Civil Rights
Movement, the Center is making
the popular video-and-text kit
available again to schools
nationwide. Distribution began
in 1991, but
the kit has
been out of
print for
about two
years. The
material in
the  kit,
which has
been sent
free to more
than 55,000
schools, uni-
versities and community organi-
zations, helps teachers transmit
the ideals of democracy through
the story of the civil rights
struggle.

The video component, A
Time for Justice, produced by
Charles Guggenheim, received
the 1995 Academy Award for Best
Short Documentary. The kit also
contains an award-winning text,
Free at Last: A History of the Civil
Rights Movement and Those Who
Died in the Struggle, and a 32-page
teacher’s guide with detailed les-
son plans.

Educators continue to praise
the America’s Civil Rights Move-
ment materials, as evidenced by a
recent letter from a teacher in

Pflugerville, Texas:
" It is very disturbing to me that
although considerable progress

has been made, “hate crimes™ are
still on the increase. Fortunately,
as an educator I feel I do have
some impact in this area. This is
why I'm so grateful for the excel-
lent teaching tool you have pro-
vided. Your organization has done
something that was sorely needed
int our schools.

Jim Carnes, Teaching

Tolerance
director,
supervised
the kit’s re-
release,
which includ-
ed a new
design and
updated intro-
duction for
the teacher’s
guide. “Time has proven the
worth of this important teaching
tool,” said Carnes. “We are
pleased to be offering this pack-
age to an even wider audience
free of charge”

The civil rights package was
the first in a series of video-and-
text kits offered by the Center
that now includes The Shadow of
Hate and Starting Small. A
fourth kit, A Place at the Table, is
currently being developed for
release in the fall of 1999.

The America’s Civil Rights

Movement kit is available free to-

middle and upper schools, com-
munity organizations and col-
leges upon request. To order, a
principal, organization director
or department chair should sign
a request for the kit on school or
organization stationery and fax
it to 334-264-7310.

American educators take

"Teaching Tolerance to Africa

Continued from page 1

during the exchange was on how
anti-bias and multicultural curric-
ula can help the transition of the
South African system. She visited
the Center in early March to get a
refresher course on current model
practices in the United States and
to arrange the donation of Teach-
ing Tolerance’s three video-and-
text teaching kits and poster set to
South African schools.

Materials eagerly received

The Teaching Tolerance
materials were received “with
incredible eagerness,” reported
Lyon. “The poster set in particu-
lar blew people away.” The
South Africans
impressed with the teaching kits
and Teaching Tolerance maga-
zine, she said. “The kits are not
just informative,” Lyon said.
“They are great models of how
to convey ideas about history
and classroom practice in a
meaningful way.”

were also

Lyon arranged for Teaching
Tolerance materials to be sent
to three places where they will
be most useful: a new teacher
resource Center in Gauteng; the
Kwazulu Natal Library Service
in Durban, which is responsible
for distributing materials to
public libraries in this tradition-
al home of the Zulu people; and
the Unlazi College for Further
Education, a teacher education
center that attracts people from
around the country for profes-
sional development.

“What an amazing place South
Africa is!” Lyon wrote to Center
staff after her return. “As we trav-
eled through Johannesburg, Dur-
ban and Cape Town, the delega-
tion was constantly surprised by
the parallel struggles being waged
by educators in the United States
and in South Africa. ... Thank
you again for the generous dona-
tion — the Teaching Tolerance
materials couldn’t be going to a
better place.”
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Jessie Young shows jurors a Klan warning that was stapled to the front doors of the Macedonia Baptist Church before it burned
down. Young is chairman of the church’s board of trustees.

Record verdict sends message to Klan

Continued from page 1
“There’ll be protection for you
fellows if you need it””

* Gary Christopher Cox and
Timothy Adron Welch, the two
Klansmen convicted of actually
setting the fires at Macedonia and
another black church, said they
spoke with King and other Klan
officials abeut burning churches
at a Klan rally a few weeks before
the Macedonia attack. Cox testi-
fied that he was ready to burn a
church that night but
was told to wait to
avoid bringing suspi-
cion on the Klan. Both
Welch and Cox
testified that King
promised them assis-
tance should they be
caught. The next
month, he and Welch
burned Mount Zion
A.M.E. and Macedo-
nia Baptist on suc-
ceeding nights.

e After arrests in the
fires at Macedonia and another
black church, local Klan official
Arthur Haley said King told him,
“Deny that you know them boys,
and tear their [membership] cards
up.” Another witness said King
called a special meeting to give
similar instructions to other
Clarendon County Klan members.

e Thomas Smith, a former
reporter for the Richland Coun-
ty weekly The Star-Reporter, said
he infiltrated the Christian
Knights after the fire. Smith tes-
tified that King told him that a
“race war” was coming by the
year 2000 and then spoke specif-
ically of black churches, saying,
“The only good nigger church is
a burned nigger church.”

* In a related matter, Clayton
“Eddy” Spires, facing charges in
the 1996 drive-by shooting of a
black nightclub in Pelion, S.C.,
said King ordered that attack. He
said that King told him he had
influence and could protect him
from prosecution,

ERIK CAMPOS/THE STATE

Things did not go smoothly
for the defense. At one point, a
defense witness, Dean Williams,
identified himself as a State Law
Enforcement Department
employee and said that King was
peaceful and cooperative with
police. But on cross-examina-
tion, Williams admitted that he
was merely a paid informant and
was a former member of the
Klan group responsible for
killing four girls in a 1963

In his testimony, Klan Grand Dragon Horace King tried to portray
himself as a peaceful man.

Birmingham, Ala., church
bombing.

In addition to Dees, Center
attorneys presenting the Macedo-
nia case were litigation director
Richard Cohen and Marcia Bull
Stadeker. Columbia lawyers Tom
Turnipseed and Pete Tapley
served as local counsel and pro-
vided invaluable assistance
throughout the litigation. Senator
John Land and his daughter Ricci
Land Welch of Manning also

ERIK CAMPOS/ THE STATE

served as local counsel and assist-
ed Center attorneys at the trial.

The South Carolina verdict was
the latest in a series of cases against
hate groups brought by Center
attorneys. In 1990, White Aryan
Resistance and its members were
ordered to pay $12.5 million to the
family of Mulugeta Seraw. In 1988,
a jury assessed nearly $1 million
against a Klan group who attacked
a group of interracial marchers in
Forsyth County, Ga.

In 1987, the family of
Michael Donald won a
$7 million judgment
from the Klan group
that lynched him in
Mobile, Ala. And in
1990, a case brought 10
years earlier against a
Klan group that
attacked  peaceful
marchers in Decatur,
Ala., was resolved when
Klansmen agreed to
pay damages, perform
community service and
attend a race relations course
taught by their victims. Nine
Klansmen were later convicted of
criminal charges.

In 1996, members of Macedo-
nia Baptist Church rebuilt their
church, located on a peaceful
country road about 10 miles out-
side of Manning. They never let
the hate that burned their church
consume them. They have not for-
gotten the vision of their church in
flames, but they have
forgiven those who
burned it.

“Hate is useless, it
is just use-
less,” said
Macedonia
pastor
Jonathan
Mouzon
after the
trial was
over.

Center legal director Richard Cohen (right) and Intelligence Project director Joe
Roy congratulate the Rev. Mouzon after the record verdict was announced.
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Lawsuit asks court to end brutality

in Louisiana juvenile facility

ALLULAH, La. — Juveniles
housed here in one of the
nation’s largest detention facilities
are routinely subjected to mali-
cious abuse and brutality while
denied adequate education and
counseling, claims a new class
action filed in July by the Juyenile
Justice Project of Louisiana and
the Southern Poverty Law Center.
The lawsuit asks a federal court to
change the way the for-profit Tal-
lulah Correctional Center for
Youth (TCCY) is operated.
Juvenile advocates say the
facility — located in this eco-
nomically depressed town of
8,500 about 180 miles north of
New Orleans — is one of the
worst in the country. It houses

620 boys and young men under
age 20 in stifling barracks
jammed with bunks.

“Those responsible for run-
ning TCCY have been deliber-
ately indifferent to the constitu-
tional and legal rights of thesé
children,” said David Utter,
director of the Juvenile Justice
Project of Louisiana and lead
attorney in the case. “From its
beginning in 1994 as a private,
for-profit facility, TCCY officials
have consciously chosen to pro-
vide inadequate numbers of
untrained staff. And they have
made little or no effort to edu-
cate, train and treat TCCY's
youth. The defendants in this
case have consistently placed

profit-making above juvenile
rehabilitation and public safety.”

In addition to their failure to
provide adequate care and treat-
ment for the youth, the lawsuit
alleges that TCCY’s staff routinely
hit, slap, punch, kick and shove
children in their care. Guards use
mace and pepper spray to stop
youth from banging on their cell
doors and to expedite the move-
ment of youth inteo or out of cells.
Guards also fail to protect against
youth-on-youth violence. One boy
pleaded with an investigator not to
return him to his dormitory, where
he said an older youth had been
sexually abusing him for weeks.

Mentally ill and retarded
teens housed with the general
population are particularly at
risk for physical harm. Experts
estimate that about 25 percent of
the TCCY population fall into
this category, but the detention
facility does not properly screen
new arrivals. Those on powerful
anti-psychotic medications are
not monitored, and medical
charts often are missing.

TCCY’s troubles are illustrat-
ed in the case of a slight 16-year-
old who was sent there at age 14
for stealing a bicycle. The boy ‘s
nose and jaw were broken, and he
needed stitches behind an ear after

~ fights with guards and other juve-

niles. Sometimes guards hit him
because his medication made him
sleepy and he did not stand to
attention when ordered. A judge
finally ordered the boy released so
he could get medical treatment.
The juveniles frequently
fought over food or each other’s
clothes, said the boy, who was
released last November. Guards,

GRED CAMPS

Center for Youth: behind the urinals.

he said, commonly beat them for
breaking rules.

The allegations outlined in
Barry A., et al. v. Richard Stalder,
et al. mirror the findings of a U.S.
Dept. of Justice report issued in
June, which found that Tallulah
has the highest injury rate among
Louisiana’s juvenile facilities.

Higher standards required for juveniles

A series of federal court deci-
sions and state laws have long man-
dated a higher standard for juvenile
prisons than for adult prisons.
There is supposed to be more
schooling, medical care and securi-
ty because the young inmates have
been adjudged delinquent, rather
than convicted of crimes as adults
are, and so are held for rehabilita-
tion instead of punishment.

But TCCY, to earn a profit, has
scrimped on Louisiana’s already
meager funds for education and
mental health treatment.

New warden Dayvid Bonnette (left) found a place for books at Tallulah Correctional

“It’s incredibly perverse,” said
Utter. “They have this place that
creates all these injuries, and they
have all these kids with mental
disorders, and then they save
money by not treating them.”

Almost all of Tallulah’s juve-
niles are from poor families, and
82 percent are black. Like juve-
niles in a number of other states,
most received poor legal repre-
sentation, said Utter. One men-
tally ill boy was sent to TCCY
without a lawyer or even a trial.

Louisiana’s prisons and
parish jails have a history of
subhuman conditions, poor
medical care and overcrowding.
A federal judge who oversaw the
entire system for 25 years relin-
quished control of most facili-
ties in April, saying conditions
had improved. But he retained
jurisdiction over the juvenile
prisons because of their contin-
uing problems.

New assistant moves smoothly into job

he Center’s new administra-

from all Center departments and

tive assistant brings a wealth  organizing Center board materi-

of experience to the
job. Maria Moore was
a legal secretary at the
corporate headquar-
ters of KinderCare
Learning Centers Inc.
for four years before
joining the Center in
May. In her previous
position, she provided
support to Kinder-
Care’s vice president
and general counsel, reviewed
contracts and handled telephone
inquiries. She also assisted with
board meetings and maintained
corporate board minutes. Moore
also worked for an insurance
company for more than 10 years.

Moore’s prior experience
enabled her to smoothly assume
her Center duties. She assists
administrator JoAnn Chancellor
in a variety of tasks, including
handling maintenance requests

Maria Moore

als. Moore also serves
as a back-up to the
Center’s receptionist
and switchboard
operator. Four nights
a week after work, she
takes computer classes
at a local technical
school. She plans to
finish an associate
degree in computer
information systems
in December.

“I love my work here,” Moore
said. “It’s interesting, and I feel
so proud to be working for an
organization that’s doing good -
service for people.”

Originally from the Philip-
pines, Moore moved to the Unit-
ed States in 1977 after marrying
an American sailor. They have
two daughters — one a high
school junior and the other a
student at Troy State University

at Montgomery. In her spare
time, Moore enjoys reading
mystery novels.

Intelligence Project team
Maranda Henderson (left) was recent-
ly promoted from Intelligence Project
information specialist to research
analyst. She specializes in hate group
activity and works as a team with
information specialist Tafeni English
(right). Together they monitor and
document the words and actions of
white supremacists, neo-Nazis, black
separatists and other hatemongers.
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Reunion renews Institute teachers’
commitment to teaching tolerance

ONTGOMERY, Ala. — On

Thursday, July 9, 18 teach-
ers who attended the 1997 Teach-
ing Tolerance Institute in Seattle
arrived here for a two-day
reunion. The stifling Alabama
heat did not wilt the educators’
enthusiasm as they became reac-
quainted at a welcome reception
that evening. “Oh,
wow! It’s so good to see
everyone again. 'm
reminded what a great
group this is!”
exclaimed Jerry Lassos,
an elementary school
teacher from Lake-
wood, Colorado.

After touring the
Center on Friday
morning, the partici-
pants attended a
keynote address by G.
Pritchy Smith, profes-
sor of curriculum and
instruction at the University of
North Florida in Jacksonville. A
former high school English
teacher, Dr. Smith is a founding
member of the National Associa-
tion for Multicultural Education
(NAME) and the author of
numerous articles on multicul-

tural issues. In his talk, entitled
“Who Shall Have the Moral
Courage to Heal Racism in
America?,” Dr. Smith challenged
teachers to confront racism in
their schools and communities.
The teachers spent Friday
afternoon sharing highlights of
how they implemented the

G. Pritchy Smith

lessons:they learned from the
Institute during the past school
year. One of the most memo-
rable experiences was that of
Michelle Plexico, a first grade
teacher from Morganton, North
Carolina. Plexico reminded the
group how, at the end of the

Institute last summer, she was
desperate to leave her small town
for a more diverse environment.
But during the past year, she
experienced a “personal revolu-
tion” that began when she wel-
comed several Hmong students
into her class. Through her inter-
actions with the students’ par-
ents, Plexico became
actively involved with
the growing Hmong
community in her area
and now volunteers to
teach English and
reading to Hmong
adults in the evening.

Now she is reluctant
to move away. “There
is a dire need in my
community for cross-
cultural communica-
tion,” she said. “If I
leave, then there is one
less person who cares
to help facilitate such communi-
cation.”

On Saturday, the last day of
the reunion, the group traveled
to Birmingham to tour the Civil
Rights Institute. Several partici-
pants described this as the per-
fect event to cap off their new
understanding of the continuing
struggle for equal rights for all in
this country.

Throughout the weekend, the
educators expressed gratitude to
the Center for their Institute
experience and for the opportu-
nity to come together again. “The
knowledge and materials that I
acquired at the Institute gave me
the confidence to teach tolerance-
related lessons and to do a work-
shop for my fellow teachers,” said
Melody Mann of Wasilla, Alaska.
“Before the Institute I would not
have done that type of workshop.
Now I want to do more!”

The teachers were joined at
the reunion by Lauri Johnson, a
research assistant from the Cen-
ter for Multicultural Education
at the University of Washington
in Seattle. Johnson is evaluating
the Institute experience as part
of her doctoral dissertation.

Institute fulfilled its goal

“This event demonstrates to
us that the 1997 Teaching Toler-
ance Institute fulfilled its goal of
developing a corps of educators
commiitted to teaching tolerance,”
said Glenda Valentine, who coor-
dinated the Institute and the
reunion. “The influence these
individuals will have on their stu-
dents and fellow teachers will
have a significant impact.”

The Institute reunion held
particular significance for Valen-
tine, who recently announced her
resignation as Teaching Tolerance
associate director. Valentine, who
came to the Center in 1992, will be
joining her husband, Lee, who
works in Atlanta.

Veteran educator visits l}entr

Helen Bain, a veteran educator and longtime Center supporter, and her friend Al
Payne visited the Center and its Civil Rights Memorial on August 6. Bain, a former
president of the National Education Association, helped integrate teacher associations

throughout the South in the 1960s.

Summer interns enrich
Center’s operations

hree students
joined the Center
for the summer

months, both to learn
from its staff and to
offer their own contri-
butions. Jocelyn Ben-
son, a senior at
Wellesley College in
Massachusetts, and
Agaarn Johnson, a
junior at Pitzer College in Cali-
fornia, did specialized research
for the Intelligence Project. Kate

Ponsoldt, who begins her third

vear of law school at
the University of
Georgia this fall,
worked with the Cen-
ter’s legal department.

Benson and John-
son developed and
wrote profiles of lead-
ers in the hate group
movement. Their
pieces on Virgil Griffin
and Horace King, lead-
ers of the Christian Knights of
the Ku Klux Klan, were used by
Center lawyers in preparation for
the Macedonia Baptist Church
arson trial (see page 1).
The Center has exten-
sive files on hate
groups and their activ-
ities, but the interns’
project was the first
time detailed portraits
of hate group leaders
were compiled.

“It was a vitally
important project,”
said Mark Potok,
director of publications for the
Intelligence Project. “We have a
lot of information scattered
around about these people. Joce-
lyn and Agaarn’s collecting this
and putting it into one document
was extremely valuable to us.”

Most of Ponsoldt’s 10 weeks
at the Center was devoted to
legal research in connection with
the Macedonia Baptist Church
arson case against the Klan,
though she did some work on
other legal issues. “It’s been won-

Jocelyn Benson

Agaarn Johnson

Kate Ponsoldt

derful here,” she said.
“The high point was
abserving the trial in
South Carolina. It was
a once-in-a-lifetime
experience.” Listening
to Klan members testi-
fy about their beliefs
was “disheartening,”
she said. “While 1 saw
how powerful legal
tools can be and was very excited
about the verdict, I realized there
is an ongoing need for programs
like Teaching Tolerance.”

Ponsoldt, a graduate
of Wesleyan University
in Connecticut, com-
plimented the relaxed
and helpful attitude of
the Center’s legal staff.
“Marcia |Stadeker] was
great,” she said of the
Center’s staff attorney.
“She gave me feedback
on my memos and
answered all my ques-
tions so that I could get a sense of
the whole Macedonia case. In
some internships, you just get a
little piece of work to do.”

Johnson grew up in
California where his
mother is a lawyer and
his father a state
appeals court judge. In
1997, he was a White
House intern, and in
1994, he worked on
Kathleen Brown’s
campaign for gover-
nor. Seeing the 1993
television documen-
tary Hate on Trial prompted his
interest in the Center’s work.

A political science and African
studies major, Benson will gradu-
ate from Wellesley in December.
She grew up in Pittsburgh, but
she became deeply involved in the
Wellesley community; Benson is
the first student elected to the
Wellesley township council. Her
campus work against racism
helped earn her selection as one
of Glamour magazine’s top 10 col-
lege women for 1998.
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Year end offers giving opportunities

he Center has accomplished

many godls in 1998, thanks
to its thousands of dedicated sup-
porters. Center attorneys recently
won an unprecedented $37.8 mil-
lion verdict against a Klan group,
its leaders and four of its mem-
bers for the burning of a black
church in South Carolina. Teach-
ing Tolerance embarked on the
production of its fourth video-
and-text kit, A Place at the Table.
And the Intelligence Project
expanded its work to uncover,
gather and publish crucial infor-
mation about white supremacist
and extremist groups.

The Center’s quest for jus-
tice and tolerance is far from
over, and year end brings
opportunities for both the
Center and its supporters to

renew their dedication to the
fight.

Honor family and friends

Gifts to the Center in honor
of family and friends are one
meaningful way supporters can
fulfill holiday and philanthropic
goals. As one Center supporter
states: “My daughter makes an
annual gift in honor of me every
year. She knows that I am dedi-
cated to the Center’s struggle
against hate violence. I am
deeply satisfied knowing that my
holiday present from her helps
the Center bridge the racial
divide that continues to separate
our American family.”

A student recently honored her
teacher by making a gift to the
Center. “Thank you. As my

O.rhe HI(’IHOJ} of n‘s, deteased
supporters listed below and gratefully

nckuowledges their including the
in their wills and other planned gif

Cermnter

ts, This

list includes bequests received from July 1,
1997, through July 31, 1997.
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Charlott :
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teacher, you have made a differ-
ence in my life and have helped to
shape me as a person,” the student
said. “To show my gratitude, I
made a donation in your name to
Teaching Tolerarice magazine.”

plated whether to make his year-
end gift to the Center through an
outright gift of cash, an outright
gift of stock or by selling stock
and using the proceeds. Which
option is better for him?

Supporters’ contributions are
“pooled” and collectively invested
to produce income that is shared
by all of the fund’s participants.
Quarterly payments, based on the
fund’s earnings, are made to the

For every In donor and/or named beneficia-
Hon.ord %}ilﬂ MAKE A GIFT THAT'S RIGHT FOR YOU ries. Capital gain taxes on gifts of
received, the ™ : :

Center sendsan |  OUTRIGHTCASHGIFT  OUTRIGHTSTOCKEIFT  STOCKSSOLDFORCASHEIFT
ackn owledg_ E"‘T 'IALlIE $5 000 $5 000 $5 000

ment card to COST BASIS N/A $1,000 $1,000

the honoree. In TAXSAVINGS ON ORDINARY INCOME  $1,980 $1,980 $1,980
addition, the (39.6% tax bracket)

honoree’s name CAPITAL GAINS TAX /A $ 800:ves $ 800omes

is listed in the Pza%taxbracleﬂ

SPLC Report
(see page 6)
and in the Cen-
ter’s Book of

*20% rate applies to securities held more than 12 months.

Remembrance.

This unique gift opportunity allows
supporters to share their devotion
to the Center’s work with those
dear to them.

In Honor and most other gifts
to the Center are made by check.
Such gifts are the most convenient
way to further the Center’s imme-
diate and future efforts. And the
tax deductions for cash gifts can
be used to offset up to 50 percent of
a supporter’s adjusted gross
income in the year the charitable
gift is made. Plus, any unused por-
tion of the gift generally can be car-
ried over for as many as five years.

Stock options

Donations of securities also
provide supporters a popular way
to participate in Center endeavors.
Record highs in the stock market
over the past several years have left
many donors holding stocks,
bonds and mutual funds that have
greatly increased in value.

Those appreciated assets are
deductible up to 30 percent of a
supporter’s adjusted gross income
in the year of the gift, and again,
excess gift amounts can be carried
over for up to five future years. By
donating assets that have been
held for more than 12 months,
supporters avoid the capital gains
tax that otherwise would be due if
the stocks were sold.

For example, Joe Carter pur-
chased 50 shares of ABC stock in
1985. He paid $1,000. As of Sep-
tember 1, 1998, his ABC stock was
worth $5,000. This appreciation of
$4,000 gives Carter the perfect
opportunity to make a significant
year-end gift to the Center and
enjoy substantial tax savings.

By making an outright gift of
stock to the Center, Carter bypass-
es capital gains taxes of $800
[($5,000 - $1,000) X 20 percent capi-
tal gains tax rate.] In addition,
Carter saves income tax of $1,980
for the charitable deduction
($5,000 X 39.6 percent income tax
bracket.) Thus, Carter’s $5,000 gift
to further the Center’s work actu-
ally costs him only $2,220.

Before talking with a qualified
financial advisor, Carter contem-

The chart shows that an out-
right gift of appreciated stock is
the best choice for Carter’s current
situation. Compared to a cash gift,
his net-tax savings are 40 percent
greater, and the after-tax cost of
his stock gift is 36 percent lower, It
is important, however, that each
supporter consult his or her qual-
ified financial advisor to ensure
that the most beneficial gift type
is chosen.

If Carter’s stock investments
decrease in value in the coming
years, he still can benefit through
a charitable gift to the Center. By
selling the stock first and then
making a cash donation to the
Center, Carter can take a capital
loss on his tax returns and gen-
erate a charitable deduction.

Gifts that give back

Many Center supporiers use
year-end contributions of cash
or stock to establish life-income
gifts. Such gifts help provide a
financial safeguard for the Cen-
ter’s future work and furnish the
donor and/or other named ben-
eficiaries with payments for life.
Life-income gifts can enable
supporters holding low-yielding
securities to enjoy a higher
return and shelter a portion of
that payment with a charitable
tax deduction.

The Center offers three types
of life-income gift opportunities:

Gift Annuities. To qualify fora
charitable gift annuity with the
Center, a supporter must be at
least 60 years of age. The mini-
mum gift amount is $5,000. In
return for establishing a charita-
ble gift annuity, the donor and/or
named beneficiaries receive fixed
payments for life. Further, a por-
tion of this income is tax-free.

The Pooled Income Fund. A
supporter must be 50 years old or
older and make a $10,000 contri-
bution to establish a pooled
income fund gift with the Center.

appreciated securities do not
apply to pooled income fund
gifts. Also, estate and federal gift
taxes are bypassed if the donor is
the sole beneficiary or the other
beneficiary is the donor’s spouse.

Charitable Remainder Trusts.
This life-income gift generally
requires a $100,000 contribution
due to significant set-up and main-
tenance costs. Like charitable gift
annuities and pooled income
funds, charitable remainder trusts
are irrevocable. Throughout a
donor’s lifetime, he or she will
receive annual payments of either a
fixed amount or an amount calcu-
lated based on an agreed-upon per-
centage of the trust assets’ annual
value. These trusts can offer sup-
porters considerable tax advantages.

As the dawn of the next mil-
lennium approaches, new chal-
lenges of tolerance and justice
arise daily. By including the Cen-
ter in your holiday giving, you
help the Center prepare to meet
these crucial needs. In addition to
the tax savings you can reap next
spring, you and other supporters
will enjoy the satisfaction of
knowing that you are helping to
make a positive difference in the
lives of others.

Whether you are interested in
making a contribution in honor
of someone, donating stock or
establishing a life-income gift,
the Center’s Planned Giving
Department will help. Our staff
will provide detailed, easy-to-use
information on how to make any
type of gift to the Center. For
life-income gifts, the Planned
Giving staff will send you
personalized benefits informa-
tion with no obligation.

Call (334-264-0286) or write
(Southern Poverty Law Center,
Planned Giving Department, 400
Washington Avenue, Mont-
gomery, AL 36104). Start your
holiday list today and include the
Center in your year-end giving.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

In Honor/In Memory Gifts, please contact Gwen Barber, 334-264-0286, ext. 355
Stock or Mutual Fund Gifts, please contact Lynette Green, 334-264-0286, ext. 382
Life-Income Gifts, please contact Linda Stringer, 334-264-0286, ext. 359
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Reunion brings reconciliation to divided Class of 1948

( ; AsTONIA, N.C. — An essay
on race relations in last

March’s SPLC Report was a
wake-up call for Center support-
er Richard Penegar. “Acknowl-
edging and understanding
white-skin privilege,” wrote civil
rights leader Julian Bond, “is the
vital first step in any honest dia-
logue on race.”

Penegar, a white native of this
small, former textile-mill town
located a few miles north of the
South Carolina border, had been a
civic leader for years. He worked
with many of Gastonia’s promi-
nent black citizens, and in 1990,
he was Gaston County manager
for Harvey Gantt, Charlotte’s first
black mayor who unsuccessfully
ran for the U.S. Senate that year.
He considered his views on race
relations progressive. But Bond’s
words stung him. And they
inspired him to do more for racial
harmony in his community.

At the time he read the essay,
Penegar was organizing the soth
reunion of Gastonia High School’s
class of 1948. He had been class
president, and this gathering was
to be the latest of many he helped
put together over the years —

without ever before
thinking of his black
counterparts from
across town, the High-
land High School class
of 1948. Bond’s essay
provoked him; this
year’s reunion would
be different.

So Penegar called
Carrie Washington, a
longtime Gastonia
educator he had
come to know in
recent years through
various community
activites. She had
been Highland’s class of "48 pres-
ident. Penegar invited her group
to join the GHS reunion, and she
graciously accepted his overture.

Segregated classmates meet

On a hot May morning,
about 75 classmates — two-
thirds from Gastonia High, one-
third from Highland —came
together at the First United
Methodist Church’s Family Life
Center to share an old-fashioned
Southern breakfast of biscuits,
eggs and grits and to introduce
themselves to one another.

Penegar and Washington continue the conversation they began at the
joint Class of 1948 reunion breakfast.

“We extend a hand of friend-
ship,” said Penegar in welcoming
the Highland graduates. “Our
class of ’48 is turning 50, and just
like the time when we graduated,
we hope we're looking forward
to the future rather than back to
the past. Maybe we can close this
century and begin a new millen-
nium with racial harmony.”

“Today, a dream has come
true for some dreamers in Gas-
tonia,” Washington responded.
“This is a small step, but some-
times small steps are all that’s
possible.”

address below.

reach its goal of self-sufficiency.
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With the goal of eventually freeing
itself from the uncertainties of
fundraising, the Center established a
permanent endowment in 1974. The
Center’s goal is to have an endowment
large enough to sustain its current level
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Partners for the Future
A Way to Help More Than You Thought You Could

he Southern Poverty Law Center has established a planned giving program called Partners for the
Future. By participating in Partners for the Future through wills and other special gifts, Center
donors can extend their support for equality and justice beyond their lifetimes.
If you plan to or have already remembered the Center in your will or estate plans, please help the
Center update its records by sending a letter to the

The Endowment Fund is a “pact with future generations” that will help ensure resources for the
Center’s work well into the 21st century.
1 The Center is already included in my will or estate plans. Please enroll me as a Partner for the Future.

U I'm interested in becoming a Partner for the Future.

Gl A

Name

0 Cash [ Securities ($______) Cost Basis

1 Retirement Plans
O Insurance Policies

Address

City/State/Zips -

[ Please contact meat  (

)

Mail to: Partners for the Future - The Southern Poverty Law Center - P.0. Box 548 - Montgomery AL 36101-0548

In planning the
event, Penegar con-
tacted the Center for
a speaker. Joseph
Hawkins, a Maryland
educator who was a
1992-93 Teaching Tol-
erance fellow, volun-
teered to drive down
to talk about race
relations with the
classes of 1948 at their
historic gathering. He
described five princi-
ples necessary for
building bridges
across races:

* Commitment to work hard
and to recognize that the work is
emotional;

* Commitment to a long
struggle;

* Honest discussion of the
history of race relations;

* Eventual movement to
doing something more than
talking — to community Ser-
vice; and

* Taking risks.

“This breakfast was a risk,”
Hawkins said, “Not all of your
classmates were willing to come
this morning.”

The group gave him a stand-
ing ovation. The classmates
expressed their gratitude to
Hawkins’ denation of his time
by making a contribution to the
Center in his honor.

And Penegar and Washington
took his words to heart. “Carrie
and I have dialogue every week,”
Penegar said recently. “I continue
to heed Julian Bond’s words about
white-skin privilege.”

He and Washington are leading
efforts to establish a community
development corporation for
improving the black community,
which is isolated from the more
prosperous white part of town by a
physical barrier — a former rail-
road track converted to a ditch
with few bridges. Penegar is also
trying to get a Habitat for Human-
ity project started in Gastonia.

Last May’s joint reunion
breakfast continues to have a rip-
ple effect, Penegar said. Organiz-
ers of the Salisbury, N.C., High
School class of 1948 reunion con-
tacted him over the summer. The
white classmates are holding
their soth reunion this month
and have invited their black
counterparts to join them.

IN MEMORIAM
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