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Center Forms New Team
to Defend Roy Patterson

Center Chief Trial Counsel Morris Dees [right] has stood by
Roy Patterson for 13 years, and hopes to help Roy. win freedom
at his new trial this spring.

CORDELE, Ga. - A new defense
team, consisting of Southern Poverty

. Law Center attorneys and top legal talent
from Georgia, may at last win freedom
for Roy Patterson, who has been serving
two life terms in a Georgia prison. The
Center has been working since 1975 to
win freedom for Patterson, a black fonner
Marine Sergeant who received a medal of
valor in Vietnam

The nightmare Roy Patterson hilS
been living for nearly thirteen years can
be traced to the extreme racist past of the
cotton-belt South. On May 4, 1975,
Roy, with his wife and infant son, was
driving behind his brother when they en
tered Cordele, a small dusty fann town lo
cated near Interstate 75.

As soon as ey pulled into a gas sta
tion in Cordele, Roy's brother was ac
costed by a Georgia State Trooper. Roy,
carrying his son, walked over and asked
what the trouble was. The Trooper cursed
and told him to shut up or he would blow
Roy's brains out.

Trooper's Violent Behavior
Results in Tragedy

Roy followed the Trooper and his
brother to the Cordele Police Station.
Soon afterwards, inside the station where
Roy was standing beside his wife and
child, the Trooper jerked Roy around and
drew his 357. Magnum. In the struggle
that followed, the Trooper and a Cordele
polic~man were shot and killed.

Roy has. always asserted _. and the

evidence supports him - that the gun
was fired initially by accident and that he
had always acted in self-defense.

Center attorneys found evidence that
the Trooper who had accosted Roy's
brother had a record of excessive drinking
and a reputation for hating blacks. The
Trooper was suspended for thirty days in
1974 after a shooting incident that oc
curred while he was drunk in uniform.

Center attorneys also learned of an in
cident when this same Trooper struck a

black man in the mouth, knocking out
four teeth. After placing the man in the
back seat of his patrol car, he threatened
to' kill him if he bled one drop of blood
on the car. The Trooper later joked with
friends about hearing the "nigger gurgle
while he swallowed the blood from his
busted teeth."

Roy's trial was conducted in an at
mosphere of explosive, ugly emotion.
The District Attorney himself even
slammed a Center attorney against a wall

when the Center attorney disputed a bla
tantly false statement made by the D.A.
against a member of the defense team.

This same Center attorney, while
driving back to his motel, was later run
off the road. Strong Ku Klux Klan activ
ity in the area may have been responsible
for the heightened racial tension.

In spite of the evidence that Roy had
acted orily to protect himself and his fam
ily from the emaged Trooper, the jury 
urged on by opt;n sobs from the deceased
officers' families and the glaring eyes of
twenty law officers packed into the court
room - took less than two hours to find
Roy guilty of capital murder.

On September 30, 1975, a judge in
Cordele, Georgia,.sentenced Sergeant Pat
terson to two consecutive life terms for
the May shooting deaths of the Georgia
State Trooper and the Cordele policeman.

In May 1986, Center attorneys won a
new trial for Roy, but the_result was a
hung jury. Nine jurors voted to set Roy
free, but three could not be swayed from
finding him guilty.

Hopefully, at his new trial this com
ing spring, all 12 jurors will find Roy
not guilty and he will be set free. Roy's
wife has stood by him all these years, and
Roy has never giveh up hope. But even if
he wins his freedom, no one can give
back the thirteen years he missed with his
family and the sorrow he has felt at hav
ing to watch his child grow up through
the bars of a prison cell.

Louis Beam Captured in Mexico
Center Enemy and Aryan
Activist Wanted for Sedition

infonnation the FBI had provided some
time ago, according to Little Rock FBI
agent 'Don Pettus. No FBI agents were
involved in the arrest.

Houston attorney Kirk D. Lyons, an
associate of Beam's since 1979, volun
teered to represent him but said he was

Louis Ray Beam Jr., long-time white
supremacist foe of the Southern Poverty
Law Center and an Aryan Nations activist
under indictment for sedition, was arrested
by Mexican police in Chapala Nov. 6, af
ter nearly five months on the FBI's Ten
Most Wanted list. Beam was brought to
Fort Smith, Ark. Nov. 9 and ordered held
without bond. He was on a hunger strike
until Thanksgiving, and is being held at a
federal prison in Springfield, Mo. He
will be tried in February with 13 other
white supreplacist leaders accused of plan
ning to overthrow the federal government
through a series of crimes.

Beam, 41, was outside the house
where he and his wife, Sheila Marie Too
hey Beam, had been living since August
when plainclothes Mexican police arrested
him. Mrs. Beam allegedly fired a pistol

at the police, criti
cally injuring one
officer. The police
returned fire, but the
Beams were un
harmed. Mrs. Beam
later said she mis
took the police for
intruders.

Mrs. Beam was

~~en to a M~xican Considered extremely dangerous, Louis Beam
Jail, charged WI~ as- was taken to Fort Smith, Ark., in handcuffs.
sault on an offIcer,
and held until U.S. authorities gained her
release several days later. She is now re
portedly in Santa Fe, Tex. Louis Beam's
7-year-old daughter by a previous marri
age, who was with him in Chapala, was
returned to her mother in Dallas.

The Mexican police arrested Beam on

not licensed to practice in federal court.
A magistrate entered innocent pleas on
Beam's behalf at a Nov. 12 hearing and
said he would grant Beam a court
appointed lawyer.

Beam Declares Himself
a "Political Prisoner"

Beam claims to be ·a political prison
er, but his request for assistance from
Amnesty Internatinal was quickly denied.

Former White Patriot Party leader
Glenn Miller, who recently admitted re
ceiving $200,000 from Order founder
Robert Matthews (now dead), is expected
to cooperate in the prosecution of Beam
and the others under indictment.

The sedition indictment returned
April 21 charges Beam and others with
planning to violently overthrow the U.S.
government by assassinating federal
officials and minorities, bombings, armed
robberies, counterfeiting, destruction of

continued on page 2



ing a potential 3 mil
lion households.
Metzger and his son
John have also ap
peared on numerous
daytime network talk
shows.

For Metzger, a
television repairman
who lives in Fall
brook, California, the
media offers a way to
reach many more
prospective recruits
than the traditional
rally speeches or liter-

In one essay, called "Understanding
the Struggle, Or Why We Need to Kill
the Bastards," Beam writes:

America is approaching terminal ill
ness. The only medicine that can save its
diseased and decaying body comes under
the generic name 'weapons: as available
under such brand names ~ Colt, H&K,
Remington, Smith & Wesson, and Rug
er. Paradoxically, only by administering
death to anti-Christ enemies can there by
life for all that we hold tkar. It is a'matter
of survival.

It is the obligation, even a sacred
dutyJor those who believe in the ideas of
o~r founding fathers and the now dead
Constitution, to execute the enemies re
sponsible for abolishing both. Those
who have aitkd in the tkstruction and sub
version ofAmerica must be either driven
off the land or put under it. ..

ature handouts.
. There are an estimated 100 mil

lion cable viewers in the United
States, and "if I can reach one percent,"
Metzger has said, ''I'm in clover."

Judy Folkenbert
Maryland

"In 1923, when I was 5 years old, I
attended a Klan meeting with relatives in
southern Michigan. I was terrified of the
burning cross and the harsh, angry, haran
guing voices. Today, 64 years. after, I am,
still terrified. Wish we had more to give."

Pauline Hughes
Arizona

"I'm not sure how you fmd the cou
rage to persist against the 'slings and ar
rows of outrageous fortune,' such as the
burning of your center and the death
threats. It is a comfort to know, though,
that there are people like you who fight
the battles ·the rest of us may shy away
from."

"As a mother (white and middle
class) with a son in his 20's, I have often
mourned for Michael Donald and grieved
with his mother in spirit. I have little to
give except the common phrases of grati
tude and a few dollars. But at least I want
to register my heartfelt feelings about

. your contributions in making this nation
a better place for all of us. God bless you
always."

Margarida P. West
New Jersey

Tom Metzger

'Race and Reason"

On the front line
is Tom Metzger, the
head of the White Ar
yan Resistance and
former grand dragon of
the Califomia Knights
of the Ku Klux Klan.
Metz&er has esta
blished himself as a leader in the white
supremacist movement by exploiting
the media. His talk show, "Race and
Reason," has been broadcast in more
than 25 ci~es in a dozen states, reach-

In an attempt to
draw new recruits,
neo-Nazis and Klan

members are using
free air time on public
access television.

Chief Trial Counsel Dees 
Number One on Beam's Hate List

Among Beam's many public endorse
ments of violence was a "point system"
he devised where assassins would be giv
en points according to the importance of
the various political and civil rights lead
ers and minorities they killed. Highest
on the hit list is Southern Poverty Law
Center director Morris Dees, who in 1981
brought a lawsuit which resulted inlln in
junction prohibiting Beam and his Texas
Knights from harassing Vietnamese fish
erman in Galveston Bay and to cease para
military training. Beam has issued nu
merous death threats to Dees, including a
challenge to a duel.

An articulate and committed racist,
Beam has produced some of the most dis
turbing writings of the white supremacist
movement. His essays, frequently under
the pen name Nathan Bedford Forrest,
were regularly printed in several white su
premacist publications. A collection of
his writings were published in 1983 as
Essays ofa Klansman.

Recruiting by Cable:
Supremacists on the Air

"I work at a law fum and have recent
ly seen a copy of a newspaper article
about your work taped to a refrigerator in
one of our kitchens, which one of our at
torneys put up, with handwriting across
the top which says 'Litigation at its fm
est.' I want to say that I am proud of you
and everyone who is carrying on this fme
work. Good luck to you."

Rebecca L. Voss
California "

laration of Independence. Tears always
come to my eyes when I read, 'We hold
these truths to be self-evident: that all
men are created equal, that they are en
dowed by their creator with certain inali
enable rights, that among these rights are
life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.'
You are helping to fulfill the ideals of
Jefferson in an essential way."

Mitchell Langbert
New York

"I was happy to receive the Law Re
port and learn a date for a new trial has
been set for Roy Patterson. I hope this
time it will take place far from Cordele so
that it can really be a fair one and at long
last Roy will be free. Twelve years' is a
long time to be unjustly imprisoned."

Eva C. Goodrich
New York

Supporters write the Center
and its Klanwatch Project

"You make me proud to be an Amer
ican. From time to time I re-read the Dec-

"I've been gratified to see the huge
increase in news coverage this year since
the judgment in the Donald case - the
national TV stories, the NY Times Sun
day Magazine, and so on. I want to thank
you for: your efforts - not just Mr: Dees,
but the investigators, researchers, the sec
retaries and accountants and all the lesser
known support staff whose daily work
must be done to keep an organization like
SPLC and Klanwatch together. I com
pletely support the Center's decision to
spend money on good security for all of
you. Take care of yourselves because we
need you to keep on working.'''

Pete L. Patrick
Pennsylvania

how his black father was murdered by the
KKK because he married a white woman.
March on with your work!"

Lisa Ramos
California

members was Imperial Klaliff for the Sir

Knights and said in an affidavit ~ated No

vember 11 that the group's leader,
Charles Murphy, discussed the need to

train Klan members "and get them ready
for black November. Jesse Jackson has

got to die." (Black November is a refer
ence to the November 1979 murders of

anti-Klan protestors in Greensboro, N.C.)

The ex-Klansman's claim was corro

borated by a former secretary to the Sir

Knights of Kamellia, who said that she' ,
also heard discussion last July or August

about a plan to assassinate Jackson.

Louis Beam

Klan Leader Denies Plot

Klan leader Murphy denied his group

planned to kill Jesse Jackson. Jackson has

received protection from the Secret Ser

vice in light of this threat and others that
have been made against him.

continuedfrom page 1

utilities and pollution of water supplies.
The defendants obtained false identifi

cation and conducted paramilitary training
in preparation for the violent takeover,

, the indictment charges.
Beam's role in establishing a nation

wide computer network for white suprem
acists is cited in the indictment, and he is
believed to be among those who received
money stolen by Order members 'in ar
mored car and bank robberies.

Beam Urged Violent Revolt

Although he has never been convict
ed of a crime, Beam was on the FBfs Ten
Most Wanted list for five months follow
ing his indictment for sedition, and he
was considered armed and dangerOUS. The
designation was earned primarily because
of Beam's influence among the most mil
itant white supremacists, and his power
ful, fanatic belief that the white race can
only be saved through violence.
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Law Report

Klanwatch Chief Investigator Danny

Welch met in South Carolina with two
former Klan members after receiving in
formation about a plot to assassinate

presidential candidate Jesse Jackson. Both
gave sworn statements to Investigator
Welch that the Klan group known as the

Sir Knights of Kamellia discussed plans
to assassinate Jackson.

"We have been outraged by the reoc
currence oIKlan violence in our country.
We az:e glad to know of a way to oppose
them directly. We saw a tribute to Beulah
Mae Donald's courage on Peter Jenning's
news program. I hope in some way her
successful lawsuit and the support it has
generated can somewhat ease the pain of
her loss."

Mrs. Albert Desrochens
Massachusetts

Klanwatch Uncovers Plot to
Assassinate Presidential Candidate
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"I am 13 years old. My mother im
migrated to Huntsville, Alabama, at the
age of 14 in 1962 from El Salvador. She
clearly remembers the ignorance, racism
and hatred. Since the day·1 was born, my
mother has been telling me stories about
what she cannot forget. Aware and con
scious I have always' been but it has be
come more of a reality to me since not
only the KKK, but the neo-Nazis or
"skinheads" have started problems. I have
especially been strong in my convictions
for civil rights since two years ago my
friend at camp broke down and told me
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Administrator Marks 13-Year Anniversary at SPLC

For Center Adminstrator JoAnn Chancellor (left), her "proudest
moment" came when she participated in helping Beulah Mae
Donald, mother of Michael Dpnald, to acquire her first home.

JoAnn Chancellor has worked contin
uously at the Southern Poverty Law Cen
ter longer than anyone but Center co
founder Morris Dees and Mamie Jackson,
Director of Mail Operations. She joined
the Center on December 23, 1974, while
Center attorneys were preparing to defend
Joan Little, a young black woman from
North Carolina who faced a death sentence
because she defended herself against the
jail guard who tried to rape her.

Before coming to the Law Center, _
JoAnn had worked as an Art Director for a
printing firm and she also worked for
Fuller & Dees, a publishing company
that 'was begun by Millard Fuller and by
Morris Dees before he started the Center.
At Fuller & Dees, JoAnn's experience ex
panded from printing to include manage
ment, accounting, bookkeeping and bud
geting, all disciplines that have served her
well at the Center.

Her fIrst duties at the Center included
supervising the production of all the edu
cational and fundraising material pub
lished by the Center, and her skills in this
area enabled the Center to quickly produce
and mail the material that alerted thou-

sands of concerned Americans to the
plight of Joan Little.

In 1978, JoAnn was promoted to the

position of Administrator/Secretary
Treasurer. As head of the Administrative
Department, she oversees the bookkeep-

ing, accounting, payroll, and budgeting
for the Center. She also evaluates cost
saving procedures for the Center, a must
for an organization that depends on gifts
from individuals to carry out its work.

JoAnn's love of justice, and her deep
concern for the underdog, has kept her at
the Center these past 13 years. Recently,
she participated in arranging the home
loan for Mrs. Beulah Mae Donald, whose
son was lynched by the Klan in 1981.

It would be hard to find anyone who
cares more about the Center than JoAnn
Chancellor. She was the first Center em
ployee on the scene after Klansmen
burned the Center's old Hull Street offices
in 1983 and she was largely responsible
for the fact that the Center moved into
temporary quarters and lost only one day
of work because of this Klan attack.

As if years of hard work and long
hours were not enougn to give -to the
Center, JoAnn, who understands the Cen
ter's financial needs, even makes a
monthly donation to help the Center carry
on its work. If a history of the Center is
ever written, it will surely include the
story of this loyal and devoted worker.

Rise in Violence, Vandalism by Neo-Nazi Youth

Skinhead Gangs Are Source of New, Klan Melllbers
Student Union, has defended Skinheads on
nationally-broadcast talk shows. Both
have courted the noo-Nazi youths by pUb~

lishing commendations of Skinheads in
their newsletters, and providing literature
for Skinhead groups to distribute.

-Dther-neo-Na-zi groups, such as the
New Order and the National Democratic
Front, have publicly praised Skinheads.
NDF leader Gary Gallo has plans to in
clude white power rock albums among
his recruiting materials. (Many Skinheads
listen to a brand of hard rock that contains
racist messages.) •

The beginnings of alliances between
Skins and Klansmen are being ~en. Bill
Albers, head of the American Knights of
the Ku Klux Klan, inducted fo~Skin
heads as Klan members at a rally in Mod
esto, Calif., Oct. 17. Thirteen Skinheads
attended the rally. And Skinheads have
marched along with white-robed/lind ca
mouflaged Klansmen in several recent,
demonstrations around the country.

Gaining Exposure

Aside from their victims and the po
lice who monitor them, Skinheads have
been unknown to most Americans. That
changed in recent months with the Cali
fornia arrests, the controversy over Skin
head use of cable TV in Cincinnati and
Norwood, Oh., and the release of an Anti
Defamation League of B'nai B'rith (ADL)
report which warned the gangs are grow
inK and becoming increasingly linked to
other white supremacist groups.

The publicity and police crackdowns
will likely have a filtering affect on
gangs. Following their arrests, along
with that of their leader, some R-eich
Skins members told police they regretted
their involvement in the group. ''I'm
-dropping out of the Reich Skins and
growing my hair," said a 17-year-old ar
rested for carrying a switchblade. Another
member complained after the arrests were
publicized, "Everyone's been pointing at
me and calling me a Nazi b--."

The Klanwatch Project is now look
ing into the Skinhead movement not only
because of the threat of racial violence
that it poses, but because of its potential
as a powerful new tool for attracting ali
enated youths into the Klan.

Ties to White Supremacists

Seeing the potential recruiting pool
in the loosely-knit Skinhead gangs,
White Aryan Resistance leader Tom
Metzger has used the Skinhead phenome
non to attract youth to more organized
white supremacy. One of Metzger's video
tapes available for public broadcast is
called "Skinheads - Their True Feelings."
Metzger's son John, head of the White

Skinheads Re-enact Kristallnac,ht
in Chicago Jewish Neighborhoods

Last November in Chicago, a Skin
head leader was arrested after participating
in a vandalism spree, breaking windows
and spraying swastikas on three syna
gogues and 13 Jewish-owned businesses
on the 49th anniversary of Kristallnacht.
Kristallnacht occurred in 1938 when
gangs of Nazi thugs smashed thousands
of windows in synagogues and Jewish
shops and homes throughout Germany.
It is considered the begirming of the Hol
ocaust.

(;osted It Latino boy at his home, beating
on his door, brandishing a pistol and
threatening him with shouts of "white
power!"

Los Angeles police say they have ef
fectively halted the Reich Skins, but oth
er Skinhead groups are emerging with
similarly lawless tendencies. Barely two
weeks after the Reich Skins busts, Los
Angeles police arrested three more Skin
heads who allegedly swerved their car to
ward sev.eral Latinos and yelled white
power slogans. Robert Renney, 26, of
Pendleton, Ore: arid Peter McGuark, 18,
were arrested on suspici9n of assault with
a deadly weapon. A 17-year-old was ar
rested on suspicion of carrying a con
cealed weapon, a billy club. Renney was
on probation at the time of his arrest for
an incident in which he pleaded guilty to
posting 'neo-Nazi and racist stickers on

-the wall of a bank.
10 Providence, R.I., four swastikas

were spray-painted during the Oct. 10-11
weekend, with the words "Skins Rule" ac
companying them. A group of Chicago
Skinheads make no attempt to disguise
their aims: they call themselves Roman
tic Violence.

Arrests
The potential danger of Skinhead

gangs was brought to light Oct. 22 when
Los Angeles police arrested Michael
Casey Martin, the 18-year-old leader of
the "Reich Skins", a group of shaved
head, tattooed and combat-booted teenag
ers that operated out of the San Fernando
Valley. Martin, who was charged with at-_

tempted burglary and
three counts of using un
lawful, violent acts to af
fect political change, di
rected the actions of
seven other gang mem
bers who were arrested on
charges of vandalism and
threats, according to po
lice.

When police arrested
Martin, they found in his
room a 9-mm handgun, a
.22-ealiber rifle, ammuni
tion, a handbook on gang
rules and tactics, and
books and literature ex
tolling white supremacy
and Hitler's Nazism.
Some of the literature
came from the White Ar
yan Resistance, a group
led by Fallbrook, Calif.
resident and former
Klansman Tom Metzger.
(Metzger, who later said
he has known Martin for
about a year, made no at
tempt to denounce the
Skin tactics. "I know
there has been an awful
lot of violence against
white kids in the Valley.
It looks like some of
them got together to do
something about it.")

Martin was able to
organize an extensive

campaign of terror in the Chatsworth area
of Los Angeles. The group posted swasti
ka stickers on light poles; painted swasti
kas and a threatening message at a high
school; painted anti-Semitic messages on
garage doors; and attacked members of a
rival, racially mixed Skinhead gang. Mar
tin and a juvenile companion allegedly ac-

some ClUes. While law enforcement offI
cials seek ways to defuse the violence,
Skinheads are educating themselves in the
ways of older white supremacist groups,
by exploiting cable access television,
publishing recruitment literature, and
building alliances with Klan and neo-Nazi
groups.

Skinheads Joined robed and camouflaged
Klansmen at a march In Pulaski, Tenn., last
year.

In the last four months from Rhode
Island to California, a marked increase in
violence and vandalism by "Skinheads"
has drawn national attention to the threat
of neo-Nazi youth gangs. Skinheads, al
though lacking a national organization
and plagued b)' regular euds and realign
ments, have nonetheless established
themselves as neighborhood terrorists in
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was more accessible than two other tar
gets: television producer Norman Lear and
Southern Poverty Law Center Director
Morris Dees.

Barry Kowalski, the assistant U.S. at
torney who prosecuted the four, said aftr
the jury returned two guilty verdicts: "I'm
50 percent happy.'

David Lane

to the well-to-do. Bequests of
$1,000, $2,000 or $5,000 are
very important to the Center'~

future ability to fight for the
ideals we all share.

A bequest to the Center
through a will can help to reduce
an estate for federal tax purposes
and it can also provide the satis
faction of knowing that you are
not only benefiting the victims of
injustice but .all Americans by
making our country a better
place to live.

Through your will, you can
help pass on the torch of equal
justice to future generations. If
you have not already done so,
we hope you will consider the
lasting good you can do by par
ticipating in the Law Center
Fund.

If you would like to know
more about helping the Center in
your will, please write:

The Law Center Fund
Attn: Cathie Wright
Southern Poverty Law Center
400 Washington Avenue

Montgomery, AL 36195

Government," and establish a white
homeland in the PacifIc Northwest

Berg Assassinated Because
He Ridiculed Neo-Nazis

Berg was chosen for assassination,
witnesses said, because he had ridiculed
the neo-Nazi movement and because he

Your SUpport of the Southern
Poverty Law Center and its
Klanwatch Project is solid proof
that your concern for justice and
human rights goes far beyond
that of the average citizen.

If you have ever wished you
could do even more to advance
the Center's work, but didn't
think you had the means, there is
something you should consider.
You do have it within your
power to play an important part
in assuring the Center's ability to
fight injustice for years to come.

You can do it by re
membering the Southern Poverty
Law Center in your will.

Bequests in wills help to as
sure the Center's long-term fi
nancial stability, and that is a key
to success in our legal efforts,
which often last for years and
can cost thousands of dollars to
conduct.

A long-term supporter from
New Jersey, who recently
passed away, left the Center
nearly $200,000 in his will, but

philanthropy need not be limited

The Law Center Fund
AWay to Help More Than

You Thought You Could

the government's witnesses, whose credi
bility and motives they questioned. They
also tried to link: Berg's death to two
members of the Order who were not in
the courtroom: Robert Mathews, the
group's founder, who is believed to have
organized the assassination; and Gary Yar
brough, at whose home federal agents
found the MAC-lO machine gun used to
kill Berg.

Founder of Order Killed
in Shootout with federal agents

Mathews, who reportedly served as
another lookout during the murder, was
killed in a shootout with federal agents
near Seattle in December 1984. Yar
brough, who was not charged in the case,
was sentenced in 1985:to 60 years in pris
on for racketeering.

Sedition Plot Included Murder
During the racketeering trial, prosecu

tors said the Berg murder was one in a
series of crimes by Order members 
which also included bank and armored car
t6bberies, counterfeiting and illegal pos
session of weapons and explosives 
which were part of a plot to overthrow
the U.S. government. (Lane, Pierce and
Scutari are also among the white suprem
acists who were in<;licted in April on
charges of seditious conspiracy.)

Witnesses at the Berg trial described
an elaborate scheme they said the Order
had devised to gather funds, recruit fol
lowers, kill prominent Jews, wage gueril
la war against the "Zionist Occupational

relied almost entirely on circumstantial
evidence - the testimony of m~re than
80 witnesses, including former members
of the Order and friends of the defendants.
In return for their testimony, some of
them received reduced sentences for their
involvement in the gang's crimes.

The witnesses said they had heard the
defendants discuss the killing, and claimed
Pierce shot Berg, Scutari served as a look
out, and Lane drove the getaway car.
Craig allegedly studied Berg's daily rou
tine and gav.e photographs to the killers.

Defense attorneys attempted to deflect
attention from their clients, none of
whom testifIed, and focus it instead on

Bruce Carroll Pierce

Klansmen discussed the need to stop the
Forsyth County civil rights march. Hol
land is leader of the Southern White
Knights; Ed Stephens was Georgia Grand
Dragon of the Invisible Empire at the
time of the march, and Danny Carver was
Invisible Empire Great Titan.

"It was my understanding from Dave
Holland that our Klan group had plans to
do everything possible to stop the Hosea
Williams' march," Mize said in an affI
davit given to Klanwatch investigators.
(The Jan. 17 march, led by Atlanta civil
rights leader Hosea Williams, was halted

when Klan members and their
supporters pelted the peaceful
marchers with rocks and bottles
and shouted racial epithets.)

Mize said he was visited by a
"very angry" Dave Holland after
he made the statement, and that
his wife was visited by another
Southern White Knights member
who "asked a lot of questions"
about what he had told investiga
tors.

The motion for a protective
order notes that the Southern
White Knights label themselves
-as the "most militant organization
in the South," and that Mize as a
Klan member took a secrecy oath
swearing he would "die before re
vealing (Klan) secrets." Mize said
he has heard the Klan defendants
talk about killing other people
who they considered their ene
mies, including Southern Poverty
Law Center Director Morris Dees.

The motion, granted Nov. 13,
prohibits any of the defendants
from contacting Mize or his wife

except through the normal chan
nels of formal discovery.

Dave Holland, leader of the Sou t h
ern White Knights, speaks to a
crowd in Asheville, N.C., during a
demonstration.

Klan members accused of interfering
with civil rights marchers in Forsyth
County, Ga., in J~uary have been or
dered not to contact one of their former
associates who has provided evidence
against them in a civil suit fIled by the
Southern Poverty Law Center.

Mark Mize, a former Invisible Em
pire offIcer and member of the Southern
White Knights at the time of the march,
has said in a sworn statement that he par
ticipated in meetings with defendants
Dave Holland, Ed Stephens, Danny Carv
er, Frank Shirley and others at which the

Protection Granted Klansman
Who Revealed Forsyth Conspiracy

DENVER - A federal jury here has
convicted two members of the nw-Nazi'
group the Order, and acquitted two others
in the 1984 slaying of Jewish radio talk
show host Alan Berg. If they had not
been stopped, the Order's next intended
victim was Center Chief Trial Counsel,
Morris Dees.

The defendants - David Lane and
Bruce Pierce, who were found guilty; and
Jean Craig and Richard Scutari, who were
found innocent - were accused of violat
ing Berg's civil rights by killing him be
cause of his religion and his employment.
The charge carries a maximum penalty of
life in prison.

The three-week-Iong trial, which end
ed Nov. 17, marked one of the fIrst times
the government has attempted to use fed
eral civil rights laws to prosecute people
accused of killing a Jew. Federal prosecu
tors took the case to a grand jury after
Denver's district attorney decided last year
that he did not have enough evidence to
bring state murder charges against the de
fendants.

The four are already serving prison
terms ranging from 40 to 100 years; they
and 20 other members of the Order were
convicted of racketeering in 1985.

Order Members Testified
Berg was shot 13 times as he stepped

from his car outside his home in east
Denver. But since there were no eyewit
nesses to the crime and few physical
clues, the U.S. Justice Department's case

Center ChiejTrial Counsel Dees Was Next on the Order's Hit List

Lane, Pierce Found Guilty in Berg Murder
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