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etz...er
commit violence against blacks and
Jews.

In his opening remarks, Center
Executive Director Morris Dees
told how Mulugeta Seraw had
come to the United States dream
ing of a better life. "He was a gen
tle man," said Mr. Dees. "He

.played soccer, and when he
knocked someone down. while
playing, he would always stop to
pick them up." Mr. Dees then de
scribed how Skinhead Ken "Ken
Death" Mieske "hit him with a
baseb~ bat with a force that would
knock a ball out of a major league
park:' Mieske basically took the
top of his skull off.

Law Center and
B'nai B'rith Work Together
The suit was brought 0I! behalf

of the Seraw fanlily by the South
ern Poverty Law Center and the
Anti-Defamation League of B'nai

.B'rith. The jury found the Met
(continued on page 3)

largest damage award
ever made against a
hate group for vio
lence against minori
ties.

Mulugeta Seraw, an
Ethiopian living in
Portland, was 27 and a
student at Portland
Community College
when racist Skinheads
attacked him outside
his apartment on
November 13, 1988.
The Skinheads re~
edly kicked him witli
st~el-toed boots and
split his' skull with a
baseball bat. They had
earlier attended an or
ganizational meeting of
a Portland Skinhead
group called East Side
White Pride where
agents of -the Metzgers
encouraged them to

iii
photo by Michael Lloyd

At the Counsel Table...
From left to right, Center Executive Director
Morris Dees, Henok Seraw (son of Mulugeta
Seraw), and local counsel Elden Rosenthal. On the
left in background are John and Tom Metzger.

• "The jury has spoken
loud and clear that in this
country the First Amend
mentguarantees the right
to hate people and say
what you want, but not
the right to h~rt people."

Morris Dees,
Executive Director
Southern Poverty Law Center

Threatens Center AnrJ StaffWith Violenc~

P ORTLAND, ORE. - On October
22, the Southern Pove~ Law

Cent won a maJ VIC ory1tgaLilst
the most dangerous white suprema
cists in America. A jury in Port
land, Oregon, found Tom and John
Metzger, their White Aryan Resis
tance organization (WAR), and two
Portland Skinheads responsible for
the 1988 death of Mulugeta Seraw.

The jury assessed $12.5-million
. in damages against the Metzgers,

WAR and the Skinheads. It is the

The Business of Hate

Followers Pay $20 Each For Lecture
In a still from a videotape, Tom Metzger waves a
pistol at his paying audience of Skinheads and says
it "can convince a lo! of your enemies to do right."

photo by Kraig Scattarella

Portland SWAT Team Protection
Center client Engedaw Seraw, Mulugeta Seraw's
uncle, is guarded by the SWAT team. Center
attorneys required similar protection during the
trial because of threats f.rom Metzger sympathizer~.

M ONTGOMERY,

ALA. - As a
result of the law
suit it filed against
the Metzgers, the
Southern Poverty
Law Center and its
staff have once
again become the
primary objects of
hatred among white
supremacists it).
America..

Threats against
the Center began

(continued on page 3)

White Supremacist Threats
Increase Center's Security ~eeds
• Metzger sym
pathizers
threaten violence
against the Cen
ter and its staff.

is in the form of cash. Substantial
amounts of this money goes into
Tom Metzger's personal bank ac
count. Center investigators also
uncovered numerous examples of
the transfer of funds from the

(continued on page 3)FALLBROOK, CALIF.

though many of
Tom Metzger's sup
porters believe his
White Aryan Resis
tance is a nonprofit or
ganization, trial testi
mony in Portland re
vealed that Metzger
and his son John are
operating a vast and lu
crative enterprise.
Their business is sell
ing racial hatred.

John Metzger testi
fied that 70 percent of
the money that White
Aryan Resistance re
ceives in contributions

• For the Metzgers, white
supremacy was not only
a way of life -, it was a
big source of extra income.

AI-
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Newspaper Editorial Commentary
About the Portland Verdict.
The Miami Herald
Monday, October 29, 1990

Nailing the neo-Nazis

W HAT PRICE hate? For white
supremacist Tom Metzger, it's $12.5

million. For Alabama's United Klans of
America, it meant bankruptcy into oblivion.

Civil-rights lawyer Morris S. DeeS is def
initely onto something. His Poverty Law
Center of Montgomery, Ala, sued the Al
abama Klan in 1987 in civil court for dam
ages in the wrongful death of a black man
who was lynched. A jury awarded $7 mil
lion to the victim's mother. Unable to pay,
the Klan was forced to turn over its assets
and its headquarters building to her. It de
stroyed that Klan group and splintered other
racist organizations in Alabama

Mr. Dees this year filed a wrongful-death
suit against Mr. Metzger, leader of the White
Aryan Resistance (WAR) headquartered in
Fallbrook, Calif., and his son, John. These
would-be Nazis were accused of inciting
three skinheads to beat to death~ Ethiopian
student in Portland in 1988. The three skin
heads were convicted of murder. Mr. Dees

convinced a: civil jmy that_ the Metzgers and ~

WAR had goaded them into the act and
therefore were liable.

The jury awarded the student's family
$12.5 million. Mr. Metzger claims few as
sets, but civil proceedings will pursue every
one...

• • •
Other leaders of racist groups immediate

ly blustered that the Metzger fate wouldn't 
slow their hate-mongering activities. Experts
on racism suggest otherwise, and so does
common sense. These wrong-headed
thinkers certainly can't be reached on either
a moral or logical level. But hitting them
over the head with aneconomic two-by-four
might make an imRfession. Money is their

. *second-most rrnportlmt tool.
The most important, of course, is an audi

ence ignorant enough to listen. Mr. Dees had
fO\llld an effective attack on the former. An
antidote to the latter has remained elusive
throughout history. The appeals to man's
lower nature to hate those perceived as -dif
ferent must be fought with every weapon of
enlightenment available. Mr. Dees, who gets
many death threats for his activism, is count
ed among the most enlightened - and the
most courageous.

The Columbian
(Vancouver, Wash.)
Oct 24,1990

MetZger trial lessons
not for defendants

From start to finish, Tom
Metzger treated his legal dif
ficulties in Portland as a great
hirk, an opportunity to use

•the public forum provided by
his opponents to hustle his
nasty brand of hate and
anger.

When the jury returned a
$12.5 million verdict against
him on Monday, thereby

_finding that Metzger and his
son in effect provoked the
brutal 1988 slaying of Mu
lugeta Seraw by Portland
skinheads, Metzger scoffed.

The verdict, he boasted,
would leave him free to
preach violence without con
cern about similar legal at
tacks in the future. The jury's
award to Seraw's family is
considerably greater than
Metzger's family and corpo
rate assets.

• • •
Although Metzger doesn't

seem to have any idea what
happened to him, he and his
twisted philosophy were Suc
cessfully held up to full ex
posure before a substantial
nationwide audience. He and
his son and their followers
were revealed as bumptious
ignoramuses trying to drag
civilization back to the toxic,
debilitating mud of tribalism.

• • •
The Seraw family may

never see a nickel of the huge
judgment awarded them by
the jury. Their advocates,
Morris Dees and the South
ern Poverty Law Center, may
seek in vain to find value-in
Metzger's California proper
ty. They really did win, how-

.-
ever. -

They showed all of us
how to drag the haters out of
their smokey caves and into
the searching sun of modem
reality....the real lessons of
the case are that racists are
foolish weaklings, not pow
erful men to be ignored out
of fear, and that -civilization
need not give way to tribal
ism when stressed.

SPLC
Mailbox

We were so thrilled with the
news of your successful lawsuit
against the Metzgers and their
WAR group, and wish to congrat
ulate and thank you for your
wonderful work and dedication.
We understand the troubling side
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of the victory and pray for your
,safety and those around you; it's
a very frightening situation. We
are proud to be supporters -and
will continue to do so as long as
we're around.

P. and B. Maxwell
Arkansas

I opened my paper today to the
great news that the Metzgers
were found guilty. The cast and
crew of "Knots Landing" cheered
the verdict - practically over
turning the make-up trailer, cer
tainly spilling a lot of coffee.

We want to congratulate you
and thank you on behalf of all
good Americans who believe in
the right to live free from hatred
and racism. Thank you for
putting your life on the line for
all of us.

Michelle Phillips
California

I would like to take this oppor
tunity to thank you and your or
ganization, the Southern Poverty
Law Center, for your tireless ef
forts in the Tom Metzger case.
My faith in justice was restored
by the decision of the jury on Oc
tober 22.

I became aware of the South
ern Poverty Law Center only a
short time ago. In that time you
have been able to bankrupt an
evil man and organization. Your
organization is simply one that
works. I am proud to support it.

J. McCormick
Illinois

I was so thrilled and happy to
hear Peter Jennings name Morris
Dees "Person of the Week last
Friday. You have fought a great
fight for a long time and 1 know
there are still plenty of battles.

-I'll say my prayers and contribute
all I can.

E. Schmidt
New York

Being an interracial couple,
my wife and I could easily be a
target of such sociopaths as those
that killed Mr. Seraw. It's fright
ening to know that these mon
sters live among us, but some
comfort that they are being dug
out and exposed for what they
are.

R. Boyte
Florida

Congratulations on the out
come of the Metzger case! I re
gard the civil suits you brought
against the Klan and now White
Aryan Resistance as the heaviest
blows struck against organized
hate in my memory. Fighting
xenophobia and extending the
limits of compassion are crucial
social imperatives.

A. Burstein
Tennessee

I was raised by my aunt. As a
child I can remember the Law
Center having to defend a woman
[Joan Little] who was in jail. She
killed a jailer who raped her. The
money my aunt had promised to
buy me some new clothes with
instead-was -sent to-the Law Cen-

ter to assist with this woman's
defense. So, I learned at an early
age the importance of the Law
Center. My aunt was very pleased
to know that giving up those
clothes had somehow helped to
mold me into a better person and
that now.I too give to the Law
Center.

R. Thompson
Texas

I am firmly convinced that
racism and bigotry and hate
groups are an extremely serious
threat to the fiber of democracy.
My father was a boy in Nazi Ger
many and taught me early on of
the danger in the casual racism
we hear daily in ethnic jokes and
slurs, which people learn to ac
cept as normal and harmless.

R. Wolff
Pennsylvania

I am amazed at how many
Americans harbor deep and abid
ing hatred and resentment based
on racial, ethnic and economic is
sues. It's unfortunate that there ex
ists a desperate need for an organi
zation such as your own. I feel in
adequate that my support, ex
pressed with an insignificant fman
cial contribution, in no way match
es the commitment of you and
your people, who every day put
your lives on the line for the prin
ciples that you believe in. Thank
you for allowing me to share in ac
complishing the important goals
and ideals of the Law Center.

D. Mickolski
Arizona
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Mazzella Testifies Against Metzgers
Dave Mazzella, former Skinhead organizer' for the
Metzgers, testified he was sent to Portland by the
Metzgers to encourage 'Skinheads to commit acts of
violence against minorities.

---

• Michael Barrett, who
was arrested for the Nov. 15,
1987, vandalism of a Red
wood City, Calif., temple,
was recruited by W.A.R. as
sociate Dave Mazzella.
W.A.R. literature was found
at the temple's parking lot the
month before the vandalism.

The murder of Mulugeta
Seraw was not an isolated in
cident. Skinheads associated
with the Metzgers' White
Aryan Resistance are respon
sible for many acts of racial
violence, a few of which are
listed below:

• Michael Elrod, who
began a W.A.R. chapter in
San Jose, stabbed a white
man to death because the
man brought a black friend to
a party on Feb. 28, 1988.
Elrod pleaded guilty.

• W.A.R. member Kenneth
Lamar Allen was arrested
and charged with attempted
robbery and false imprison
ment in an attack on a 54
year-old black woman in San
Jose on July 25, 1987.

• Four Skinhead suspects
in the beating of a couple
they believed to be Jewish
and a black man who came to
the couple's aid were carry
ing White Aryan Resistance
cards in their wallets when
police arrested them. The
Skinheads used baseball bats
in the May 28, 1989 attack in
LaVerne, California.

Other
W.A.R:
Skinhead
Crimes

Know That Hitler Was Right, and
Dr. Mengele from Peru - comedy
tape, hilarious!!

Even after the verdict, callers to
White Aryan Resistance's hot line
were being urged to send $3 for "a
sample copy of our hate-filled
newspaper, which contains many
pictures of many kinds of violence
against many kinds of people."
Another W.A.R. message is ask
ing for outright cash gifts to help
the Metzgers ap~al the Portland
verdict.

Center associate attorney James
McElroy (see story on page 6)
says that if Metzger continues to
operate his hate business "we'll be
standing right behind him in line
to take whatever money he gets
from that sale."

hours before voting 11-1 to bring a
verdict of $12.5 million against the
Metzgers, WAR and the Skinheads.

Morris Dees, observing the
jury's award of all damages sought
by the plaintiff, said of the verdict,
"Back home, we say, 'It cleans his
plow. ' This jury...has said there
will be a new season for justice ...
and the hate and violence as
preached by Tom Metzger hopeful
ly will be shut down forever."

See pages 1 through 6 for relat
ed stories about the Portland trial.

The Hate Business

sent him to Port
land to organize
members of the
East Side White
Pride and to train-'
them to be "race,
warriors."

He was only 15
when he met Tom
Metzger, and he

, told the jury how
Metzger taught 'rum. .
to attack non-whites. '

- first provnke
them, claim self-de
fense after attack
ing. Mazzella also
said that Tom Met
zger encouraged the
use of baseball bats
as weapons.

Metzgers Represent
TheniSelves

The Metzgers had substantial
legal advice but chose to present
their own case to the jury. They
based their defense on constitution
ally protected freedom of speech.

Center attorneys, however, suc
cessfully argued that sending agents
for the express purpose of inciting
the Skinheads to commit acts of vi
olence went well beyond the pro
tections of free speech.

Jurors deliberated about five

Security
(continued from page 1)

before the Portland trial. Mark
George Soames, 44, a support
er of Tom Metzger's White
Aryan Resistanc..e, was indicted
October 16 by a federal grand (continued from page 1)

jury for mailing a threatening W.A.R. checking account into
letter to Center Executive Di- Tom Metzger's personal account.
rector Morris Dees. He warned In addition to outright contribu-
Dees to drop the case. - Hons, the Metzgers also sell sub-

During the trial, the Portland scriptions to a bi-monthly hate
SWAT team was needed to pro- sheet. It is filled with ads for
tect the Center's legal team, racist books, video tapes, 'and
clients and witnesses from pos- audio tapes that the Metzgers are
sible Skinhead attacks. peddling. Books sold by the Met-

Georgia Klansman Dave zgers include Explosives and De-
Holland, a Metzger friend, molitions, The International Jew,
mysteriously visited the Cen- and My Part In Germany's Fight
ter's Civil Rights Memorial on by Dr. Joseph Goebbles.
November 11th. Audio and video tape titles in-

To protect the Center and its clude George Lincoln Rockwell-
staff, newer, stricter security the master speaker!, Metzger
measures are being instituted. Smashes "Order", Snitch, No Re

morse - One Day The World Will

Metzgers Defeated
(continued from page 1)

zgers and their racist organization
responsible for the murder on three
counts: they encouraged and as
sisted their members to commit vi
olence; they were part of a conspir
acy; and they were reckless in se
lecting and sending a man known
to have used violence in the past to
represent them and recruit new
members for their organization.

New Violence Threatened
During the trial, Tom Metzger

turned to the Center legal team in
court and said "I'm going to get
you!" After the verdict, he said the
Law Center had made a fatal mis
take in bringing the lawsuit against
him, his son John and White Aryan
Resistance. A WAR telephone hot
line message contains a direct
threat against Morris Dees.

Former Skinhead
Was Star Witness

The major witness for the
plaintiffs was Dave Mazzella, for
mer national vice-president of the
Metzgers' Aryan Youth Move":
ment. He testified the Metzgers

Portland AttomeyVohiilieered As Local
Counsel In--Law8uit,'Against Metzgers
P ORTLAND, ORE. - For attorney

Elden M. Rosenthal, participa
tion in the lawsuit against the Met
zgers was a high point of his pro
fessional career and his life. Much
of his father's family were exter
minated in the Holocaust at Adolf
Hitler's Dachau death camp in
Germany. He feels that participa
tion in the successful lawsuit
against the Metzgers confIrmed his
choice of profession and was vin
dication for the terrible losses his
family has suffered at the hands of
Nazis and other anti:.s~mites.

-
Center Executive Director Mor-

ris Dees asked Rosenthal to ,join
the case as local counsel. Rosen
thal worked with Dees for nearly
18 months to help prepare the case
against the Metzgers.

Rosenthal stated, "The reason I
decided to become a lawyer was
that I thought the difference be
tween America and what hap
pened in Europe was that we had a
legal system where those kinds of
things couldn't get that far out of
control."

He said, the verdict .reaffirmed
• ., • • ~ ,. • , • , , ) 1.

his faith in juries. "Here was a
working-class jury that absolutely
stood their ground against him
[Tom Metzger] and said they be
lieved in his right to publish hate
literature."

But the jury felt equally strong
ly that Metzger stepped over the
line when he called for violent ac
tion.

"It took personal courage on the
part of those jurors to return this
verdict," stated Rosenthal. "I
think they showed a great deal of
personal bravery."

• Michael Scott Stringer,
17, one of three Sk,ill;heads
accused in the murder of a
black man in Reno on De
cember 10, 1988, had been in
correspondence with John
Metzger. Police found White
Aryan Resistance flyers in
his possession.

• John Michael Condron,
17, one of three Skinheads
accused in the intimidation
and assault of an Asian man
in Portland in March 1988,
had been in touch with Aryan
Youth Movement members,
according to his mother. She
said an AYM official called
her son collect.
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Ken Mieske and John Metzger

. 1

Murder On Their Minds
A member of Portland's East Side White Pride Skinhead gang
drew this gruesome drawing of a black man being shot in the head
just minutes before fellow gang members murdered Mulugeta
Seraw. He drew the picture in the notebook of Dave Mazzella, who
was sent by the Metzgers to organize the Skinheads.

Kyle Brewster and
Tom Metzger

".('
y ;;
" i:.

';" i~ :,'..
I.. '

Metzgers Supported Skinhead Murderers
Although Tom and John Metzger made every effort during the
trial to distance themselves from the Skinheads who murdered
Mulugeta Seraw, photos like this helped convince the Portland
jury that the Metzgers were friendly with the killers.
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Raw, Violent Hatred Is the Metzgers' Message
White Aryan Resistance flyers like this call for direct and violent·a~tlollagainst minorities.

Center Court Exhibit #1 - The "Smoking Gun"
Aryan Youth Movement president John Metzger wrote this letter to Portland Skinhead Ken
Mieske the month before Mieske killed Mulugeta Seraw. Metzger told Skinhead Mieske that
Aryan Youth Movement agents Dave Mazzella and Mike Gagnon would give the Portland
Skinheads "a feel of how we work."
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rake Metzgers' Advocacy ofViolence Clear

TRASH EM! SMASH EM! MAKE EM DIE!
Dave Mazzella, former vice-president of the Aryan Youth M9vement, held up
this White Aryan Resistance flyer: in court as an example of the kind of material
the Metzgers used to. encourage Sk~heads to commit acts of racial violence.

O.
SURRENDER

..,1ro xo ~Jn LAND
wu WAN'T :1.or ~.c I'KJ'W 1

Skinhead Recruiting Poster .
Thi~ White Aryan Resistance poster urges Skinheads to join a violent "White
Revolution." The baseball bat is the favorite weapon of Skinheads. Skinhead
Ken Mieske use(l one to kill Muhigeta Seraw. .

Aryan Fighting Code

Article 1: I am an Aryan. I serve the forces that guard
lTiyAryan race. I am prepared to 'give my life
in defense of my race.

Article 2: I am an ~ryan. I will never surrender my mind
to my captors. I will never betray other Aryan
people.

Article 3: I am an Aryan. If I am incarcerated, I will
remember at all times my duty as an Aryan. I
will aid other ~ryan prisoners, if possible. I
will accept no special favors from my
captors.

Article 4: I am an Aryan. As a political pr.isoner, I keep
faith in fellow Aryan people. I resist any
activity harmful to the Aryan race. I will obey
lawful orders of superior officers at all times.

-
Article 5: I am an Aryan. As a racial political prisoner of

w~r, I will answer only with my age, name and
address when questioned. I will make no oral
or written statements disloyal to my race.

The Aryan Race Above All
A grinning, pistol-wielding skeleton with a swastika on its cap urges so-called
"Aryans" to give their Jives "in defense of my race." The policeman's body
beside' his car and a city in flames in the background are chilling images of the
terror, chaos and violence that Metzgers and White Aryan Resistance urged
their Skinhead followers to'commit. . -
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Mulugeta Seraw

Mulugeta Seraw:
From American Dream
TQ- American Nightmare
p ORILAND, ORE. - Murder victim Mulugeta Seraw

leaves behind many friends in his adopted
Portland, as well as an aging father and a nine-year-old
son in his native Ethiopia. He was brutally attacked
and killed on November 13, 1988 by three Skinheads
outside his apartment in Portland.

Mr. Seraw was born in northwest Ethiopia The sec
ond of six children, he grew up on the family's medi
um-sited fann, where his father Tekuneh Seraw raises
cattle and grows flax and nrillet. In Addis Ababa, he
completed high school, where he was a popular student

and soccer enthu
siast. His con
suming desire
was to continue
his studies in the
United States.

With the help
of his uncle
Engedaw
Berhanu, a
Portland
sociologist who
had immigrated
for similar
reasons in 1973,

Mr. Seraw realized his dream. In the fall of 1980, he
enrolled in Portland Community College. He
supported himself worlGng as a custodian for a Catholic
school in nearby Beaverton, as a shuttle driver for Avis
Rent-A-Car, and by working at several fast food
restaurants. Although Mr. Seraw's uncle left Portland
for the Bay Area of California in 1982, Mulugeta was
so enamored of his new life that he chose to remain in
Portland

Friends remember Mulugeta S_eniw as an
immensely likable young man who quickly became
active in Portland's Ethiopian community. Employers
such as Avis, where he was honored as an Employee of
the Month, remember him as dependable and
exceedingly polite, a well-adjusted young man who
always wore a smile. He frequently sent letters and
money home to his family and his son Henok, At the
time of his death at the age of 27, Mulugeta Seraw was
saving money in hopes of sending for one ofhis sisterS.

, A few days after the .verdict against the Metzgers in Portland, a friend of Mulugeta
Seraw wrote- this letter of thanks to Center Executive Director Morris Dees. All who
helped support the Center's efforts in this case deserve to share in this thanks.

Dear Mr. Dees,

This letter ~s written to you-iQ grateful acknowledge
ment for the Center's nob~e work in the Metzger trial.

My, name is Cygnette Cherry. Mulugeta and I were close
friends. I,was the, 1st grade teacher at a Catholic School.
Mulugeta wa~ the custodian. He was only 19 years old at the
time. We were close dear friends. We could talk about any
subject, family, heart issues, hurting issues, language
problems.

- Our school had an opportunity to view what various
people do in their various jobs-and we mentioned different
characteristics of each job. The little 1st graders didn't
care about what the job was like. But they did vote Muluge
ta the,best person in the school -- because he was kind,
good, loving and so many other great things. 'He slept in
the boiler room for a whole school year to save money for
his family. He didn't buy a coat, but selected old clothes
frQm the goodwill bag we collected. He sent extra saved
dollars to his family.

I was feeling badly one day about my husbands M.S.
disease. He put his arms around me and we cried together.
I loved him like a son. He said he'd come to my house and
help me. He was the finest young person I had ever known.
Mulugeta was so unique. Everyone who knew him saw him as "a
kind of angel." He was so ~ure in heart.

Mr. Dees, because of the Center's laudable work, unre
strained raciqm has been ,dealt a profound blow.

I can only say through these tears --Thanks from the
depths of my heart '

Perhaps Mulugeta's death will serve as a memorial to
his extraordinary being.

You brought a bitter sweet justice to a tragedy that
will ever be in my mind.

Mulugeta's favorite scripture was: , Fix your thought
on what is true and good and right. Think about things that
are pure and lovely and dwell on the fine good things in
others.

Mulugeta lived this scripture. God Bless the Center
and its work.

Sincerely,

Cygnette Cherry

Seizure of Metzgeri~s~etsNext Step
F ALLBROOK, CALIF. - After the

$12.5 million verdict against
the Metzgers, White Aryan Resis
tance and the two Skinheads in
volved in the murder of Mulugeta
Seraw, some people picture the
Seraw family returning to Ethiopia
with a huge check.

The reality of the situation is
quite different. The Portland jury
felt the damages done to the Seraw
family were indeed worth $12.5
million, but collecting even a frac
tion of that sum from the Metzgers
and their co-defendants will be a
difficult task.

San Diego attorney James McEl
roy, who has volunteered to help the
Center in its collection efforts, has
vowed to be aggressive in his efforts ;

to get every penny due'the Seraws.
His first step will be to register-the
jury award in California. He will
then conduct a "debtor's exam" of "'
Metzger, who will be questioned
about his assets under oath. '

Tom Metzger's home is valued at 
over $100,000, and it is likely to be
among the first items seized and 
then sold at sheriff's auction. Bank
accounts and cars will also be sub
ject to seizure.

Before going after John Met
zger's assets, the Center will have to
obtain a court order that will prevent
Metzger from hiding behind the
bankruptcy laws. To secure such an
order, the Center will rely on the
legal talents of David Osias and

.David Mandel- from the San Diego ':
"

law' firm 6f-Gray, C~rY, Ames &
Frye. "In addition to representing the
Center's interestS fn~John-Metzger's
b~ptcy case, the Gray, cary firm
played a trucial role with Mr. McEl
roy iQ. stopping" Tom Metzger's
frivolous lawsuit against Morris
Dees 'and Engedaw Berhanu, the
representative,ofMr. Seraw's estate.

'Metzger has stated that 70 per
cent of the contributions given to
the White Aryan Resistance were in
cash, so he may be-worth much
more than he is publically admit
ting. "We don't know if he's got
money buried in his backyard or
what. He lives and talks the poor
mouth game, but we suspect he has
substantial assets," said Attorney
McElroy. '''Skinheads' don't have

checking accounts," he added.
Center Executive Director Mor

ris Dees has stated that he hopes the
outcome of the lawsuit will be to
shut down the Metzgers' White
Aryan Resistance.

In 1987, making a novel use of
the legal theory of agency, the Cen
ter won a $7-million judgment
against the United Klans of Ameri
ca, whose members lynched a black
youth in Mobile in 1983.

The United Klans was unable to
pay, so their national headquarters
was seized and turned over to the
mother of the victim. Mr. Dees
hopes that the headquarters of the
Metzgers' White Aryan Resistance
will eventually be turned over to the
-Serawfamily.-··· . - ". --."
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Former Center client Bobby Person

Bobby Person Is
Promoted to Sergeant

a message to other majority
white cities that a return to sepa
rate, segregated school systems
will rrotbe-tolerated.

W est End, N.e. - In 1983,
after he applied for a pro

motion to sergeant at the prison
where he worked, Bobby Person
and his family became the vic
tims of a Klan-led campaign of
terrorism.

The Center came to his aid,
stopped the Klan harassment,
and filed lawsuits that ultimately
led to the destruction of the Klan
in North Carolina.

This October, Mr. Person was
at last promoted to sergeant. He is
a courageous and inspiring exam
ple of how one man, unwilling to
submit to injustice, can make a
.{~ ~erep.ce. , ., .'

unless the City of Valley proves
in federal court that the plan
does not have racial purpose or
effect. Hopefully, Valley's fail
ure to get its plan precleared by
the Justice Department will send

A Center filed lawsuit has exposed and stopped an attempt by the City of Valley,
Ala., to establish separate school systems for black and white children.

LEE V. CHAMBERS COUN
TY BOARD OF EDUCATION

Based on objections' filed by
Southern Poverty Law Center
attorneys and the NAACP Legal
Defense Fund, the United States

Center Lawsuit Thwarts Effort To
Establish Segregated School System

DOCKET UPDATE

· Department of Justice·has ob-
· jected to a plan proposed by the
City of Valley, Alabama, to form

-,~',,",'"6W schoohystem=-separate
from .that of the Chambers
County school system. .

The county school system is
presently' predominantly black. If
the City of Valley's proposal had
been implemented, it would have
resulted in two separate school
systems - Valley's, which would
be overwhelmingly white, and.
the County's, which would be
overwhelmingly black. And even
though the City of Valley would
have had its own school board,
Valley proposed that its residents
(the majority of w~om are white)
would continue to vote for the
Chambers County Board of Edu-
cation

Law Center attorneys objected
to the Valley's proposal because
of the negative impact it would
have had on the desegregation ef-
forts of the Chambers C~unty

school system and on the ability
of black citizens to have an effec-
tive voice on the county school
board. The Justice Department
agreed. In a letter to the City of
Valley, the Justice Department
stated, "not only is there evidence
that the Valley School System
may have had a racially restrictive
origin," there is also evidence that
Valley's plan would "leave a larg
er proportion of the black elec
torate with a significantly less ef
fective voice in the electoral pro
cess."

Because the Justice Depart
ment has objected, the Valley

· p~qposal ce;u:m~t..b~.P.np~emyp.ted

photo by Sheila L. Pompey

Many people choose to visit the
Memorial after sundown, when the
reflections on the flowing water are
particularly beautiful.

abandoned by its owners and be
came, the site of weeds and
garbage. Addie's family kad no. .
money to do anything but watch
as their loved one's grave fell into
the hands of vandals and neglect.

It was past time that something
was done for this little girl. Her
death with CYllthia Dianne Wes
ley, Carole Robertson and Denise
McNair changed history. A lot of
people whose hearts were hard
ened turned soft when those four
innocents were killed.

The Center answered a plea for
assistance, and on September 15,
1990, 27 years after the bombing
a tombstone was placed on the
grave of Addie Mae Collins.'

The inscription on the head
stone read.\;:

CIVIL RIGHTS MARTYR
ADDIE MAE

COLLINS
APR. 18, 1949
SEPT. 15, 1963

"SHE DIED SO FREEDOM
, ' . '.' MI9!IT·~~".

. "The innocent blood of these
little girls may well bring new
light to this dark city . ..

Indeed this tragic event may
cause the white South to come to
terms with its conscience."

Dr. Martin Luther King fr.

B IRMINGHAM, ALA. - Addie
Mae Collins was one of four

schoolgirls killed in the bombing
of 16th Street Baptist Church on
September 15, 1963. Her name
appears on the Civil Rights
Memorial, but she lay in an un
marked grave until September,
when the Center purchased a
headstone for her.

Because Addie Mae's family
could not afford a headstone, her.
grave was originally marked with
a wooden cross. The cross eventu
ally fell apart, and Addie Mae's
grave became that of an unknown
martyr. Five years ago, the ceme
tery where she was laid to rest
(the oldest cemetery for blacks in
Birmingham, Ala.baIl?-~)~.~~,s

Center Buys :Headstone For
Young Civil Rights Martyr

signed by Maya Lin, architect of
the Vietnam Veterans Memorial,
and located on a plaza in front of
the Southern Poverty Law Center.
One year later, visitors from all
over the world continue to honor
those heroes who struggled and
died for equal rights and justice.

Over 200,000 people have visit
ed the Memorial, which tourists in
quire about more than any other at
traction in Montgomery. One visi-

photo by Sheila L. Pompey

Thousands of children have learned about the
civil rights movement for the first time when
they visited the Civil Rights Memorial.

M ONTGOMERY, ALA. - On despair for freedom."
. November 5, 1989, thou- Many of the older,visitors to
sands of citizens united at the site the Memorial were personally ac-
of the Civil Rights Memorial, de- quainted with one or more of

---~~ those whose names appear
on the water table.

School children circle
the water table, touch each
name one by one and
pause to read such inscrip

- tions as: SAMUEL HAM
MOND JR. • DELANO
MIDDLETON • HENRY
SMITH • . STUDENTS
KILLED .WHEN HIGH
WAY PATROLMEN FIRED
ON PROTESTERS· OR
ANGEBURG, Sc.

Bus loads of school
children come to the

Memorial nearly every day. It
seems clear the Memorial is 'serv
ing its educational purpose well,
and will continue to do so.

Civil Rights Memorial
Is One Year Old

, on which the names of the 40 civil
rights martyrs are inscribed, said, .
"The water falling from the table
makes me think of the many tears
that have been shed over the years in
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New Center Staff Attorney

Elizabeth (Beth) Boyd

lowship to travel and conduct re
search abroad.

She plans to pursue advanced
degrees in Black Studies and
American History.- -

rights documentary fIlm. This edu
cational fIlm is being produced by
Charles Guggenheim in conjunc
tion with the Center's civil rights
publication, Free At Last, which
tells the stories of the 40 names on
the Civil Rights Memorial.

Monthly. One of Ms. Boyd's pro
jects at the Center will be doing re
search for the Center's new civil

photo by JoAnn Chancellor

Katie Kelleher and Dominique Bravo

ministrator of services for hom~
less families at the Massachusetts
Department of Public Welfare in
Boston.

Ms. Kelleher came to the Cen
ter because of the variety of civil
rights cases on our docket. Dur
ing her stay here she has worked
on a number of cases, including
the Portland trial and a voting
rights suit challenging Alabama's
judicial election system.

at the University of Michigan.
Before attending law school, Ms.
Kelleher worked as a paralegal in
Washington, D.C., and as an ad-

Mrs. Crawford was awarded
the Randy Rogers Humanitarian
Award for her series of articles on
special needs for children and re
ceiv.ed a Thomas J. Watson Fel-

M ONTGOMERY, ALA. - Ms.
Elizabeth (Beth) Boyd began

a one-year fellowship on July 1 as a
research associate for the r:=~==~

Klan-watch and Civil
Rights Education Pro
jects. She recently re
ceived her masters degree
in Southern Studies from
the University of Missis
sippi. Her work centered
on southern and African
American literature,
southern cultural history,
race relations, southern
politics, and southern
women's history. Ms.
Boyd did her undergradu
ate work at Trinity Uni
versity where she graduat
ed cum laude in 1982. At Trinity,
Ms. Boyd focused her studies on
journalism, broadcasting and fIlm.

Ms. Boyd has a wide range of
writing" experience with articles
published in Ms., Worki~ Mother,
Southern Magazine and Texas

Klanwatch Research Associate

Northeastern Law Students
Intern At Center For Fall
M ONTGOMERY, ALA. - Ms.

Dominique Bravo and Ms.
Katie Kelleher have been wor~g
with the Center since September 1,
1990, as part of their cooperative
education program at Northeastern.
This innovative law school curricu
lum combines academic study with
practical work experience, requir
ing students to complete four 3
month work internships during the
course of their study.

Dominique Bravo
Ms. Bravo is originally from

California and received her B.A.
from the University of California
at Berkeley. Prior to attending
law school, Ms. Bravo worked as
an advocate for Social Security
disability claimants and volun
teered at a community legal ser
vices clinic. Her interest in so
cial justice issues and the Port
land case attracted her to the
Southern Poverty Law Center.

While at the Center, Ms.
Bravo has worked on a variety of
projects, including the Portland
case and a suit challenging the
conditions in an Alabama state
prison. Ms. Bravo will be gradu
ating in May and plans to pursue
a career in civil rights law.

Katie Kelleher
Ms.Kelleher is in her second

year at Northeastern Law School.
She is originally from Michigan
and did her undergraduate work

Lanita Crawford

Historical Resear€her
Becomes Full-Time
Center Staff M"ember

Board Honor Societies. She has
written news and feature articles
for The Fisk Forum, The North
Star, and the Tennessean,
Nashville'& moming newspaper.

M ONTGOMERY, ALA. - Lani
ta Crawford, a native of

Cleveland, Ohio, conducts histor
ical research on a Center voting
rights c.ase that challenges the
way judges are elected in Alaba
ma.

She graduated summa cum
laude in 1982 from Fisk Universi
ty with a B. A. in English. She is
a member of Phi Beta Kappa,
Lamda Iota Tau and the Mortar

photo by Sheila L. Pompey

Gloria J. Browne

Arts in Government from the Uni- "
versity of Pennsylvania, and at
tended the University of fennsyl
vania Law School. She received
her Juris Doctor degree from St.
Louis University Law School in
1987. A highlight of her legal
training was spending a semester
studying in Ibadan, Nigeria.

In Philadelphia, Browne served
on the board of directors of
Women Organized Against Rape
(WOAR), was a member of the
Pennsylvania Bar Association's
Judicial Reform and Selection
Committee, and of the Urban
League of Philadelphia. She is an
avid writer and theater enthusiast.

M ONTGOMERY, ALA. - Mr.
Raj Dhaka has recently

joined the legal "staff of the Cen
ter as a research assistant. Mr.
Dhaka, who is from California,
graduated in May from the Uni-

New Researcher Joins
Cenrer Legal Staff

Raj Dhaka

versity of California at Berkeley.
He earned his B.A. in economics.
Mr. Dhaka came to the Center be
cause of his interest in civil
rights.. During college he had a
variety of work experiences, in
cluding an internship with Sena
tor Pete Wilson in Washington
DC and a summer job with the
law fIrm of O'Melveny & Myers
in Los Angeles.

Mr. Dhaka will be doing re
search and assisting Center attor
neys. His future plans include at
tending law school.

M ONTGOMERY,

ALA. - Ms.
Gloria J. Browne has
joined the legal de
partment" of the Law
Center as a staff,attor
ney. She is currently
concentrating on em
ployment discrimina
tion cases.

"My reasons for
coming to the Center
are both personal and
professional," says
Ms. Browne. "Work
ing to ensure the civil
rights of others and
being challenged in the process is
an extraordinary opportunity. It's
a pleasure to be here."

Before joining the Center, Ms.
"Browne clerked for the Honor
able Herbert J. Hutton, U. S. Dis
trict Judge, Eastern District of
Pennsylvania. Her additional ex
perience includes working as a
law clerk for the Honorable Harry
A. Takiff in the Philadelphia
Court of Common Places and ,as a
summer associate of the RobID. &
Hass Company.

A native of Kansas City, Mis
souri, Ms. Browne earned her un
dergraduate degree from the Uni
versity of Missouri, a Master of
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