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Alabama militia unit curulucting paramilitary training. The Center has uncovered over 200 militias Qj1erating in 39 states.

Center Finds Militias
Operating Nationwide

White SupreITlacist's
Money Goes to
VictiIn's Son in Africa

Diego attorney, traveled to
Ethiopia in January to get
funds to Henok's family. The
funds represent what the
Center has been able to col
lect on the judgment award
ed to the family of the boy's
father, Mulegeta Seraw, an
Ethiopian student who was
beaten to death by Skin
heads in Portland, are., in
1988.

"Everything we've collect
ed so far is going to Henok
and his furnily," McElroy said.
"All collection costs and my

(continued an page 4)

• Henok Seraw, 13, lives in
a 12-by-12-foot room in a
poor neighborhood in Addis
Ababa, Ethiopia. He shares
the room with his 6-year-old
half-sister and his mother,
Aynalem, who earns $21 a
month collecting tickets on a
bus six days a week. Henok
has few material possessions
and, like most teenage boys,
outgrows his clothes faster
than his mother can replace
them. Thanks to the Center,
Henok's life is about to
change.

James McElroy, a San

links to the nation's top neo
Nazi organization - Aryan
Nations, headquartered in
Idaho.

"It was our belief from
the beginning that the bomb
ing was an act of domestic ter
rorism connected to the more
extreme anti-government

(continued on page 5)

The devastating bomb
ing of the federal building in
Oklahoma City on April 19
has links to the militia move
men t through the govern
ment's prime suspects in the
case, two of whom attended
militia meetings in Michigan
as recently as mid-January.
One of the suspects also has

• The Center's Militia Task
Force has uncovered 224
militias and support groups
operating in 39 states. Forty
five of these groups have ties
to neo-Nazi and other white
supremacist organizations.
Militias with racist connec
tions are active in 22 states,
up from nine states in 1994.

Center Film. Wins Acadel11Y Avvard;
Teaching Tolerance Earns Top EdPress Honor
• The Teaching Tolerance
film A Time forJustice won the
Academy Award in the short
documentary category in
March. A history of the Civil
Rights Movement, the film is
distributed free of charge by
the Southern Poverty Law
Center and has been seen in
over 50,000 schools nation
wide.

The Oscar was accepted
by Charles Guggenheim, the

film's producer and director.
In his acceptance speech,
Guggenheim thanked the
Law Center, its founder Mor
ris Dees, Legal Director
Richard Cohen and Teach
ing Tolerance Director Sara
Bullard, "who take their life
in their hands each year to
fight bigotry and hatred in
this country."

Guggenheim added,
"And to those people who

fought the battle for voting
in this country, who died
and suffered but who we
remember by this."

A Time for Justice is the
video component of the first
Teaching Tolerance curricu
lum kit, America's Civil Rights
Movement. The kit has been
praised by educators, and
the film has won several oth
er prestigious awards, includ
ing top prizes from the

Council on International
Nontheatrical Events (CINE),
the Houston International
Film Festival and the Chicago
International Film Festival.

To date, Guggenheim
has been nominated for an
Academy Award 10 times
and has won four. The Klan:

A Legacy of Hate in America,
an earlier film he produced
for the Law Cen ter, was

(continued on page 2)



MAILBOX Film Wins Academy Award

Remembering the Victims

of the importance of our
work."

In addition, Teaching Tol

erance won EdPress awards in
two other categories: Cre
ative Director Paul Newman
for his design treatment of
the Spring '94 issue and
Departments Editor Elsie
Williams for the Idea
Exchange department of the
Fall '94 issue.

ance is doing" and added
that the magazine sets the
standard for education jour
nals nationwide.

Sara Bullard, Editor of
Teaching Tolerance, stated,
"We are honored that our
peers in the field of educa
tional journalism found our
publication worthy of such a
high honor. This award is
an encouraging affirmation

Sam Bullard, Teaching Tolerance Diredor, shuwn with Center cofounder Morris Dees
(I) andLegalDiredor Richard CoIu!n (r), holds theAaulemyAwanl won by A Time
for Justice. A history ofthe Civil Rights Movement, thefiJm was producedfor Teaching
Tolerance by Washington, D.c., documentary fiJmmoker Orarles Guggenheim.

(continued from page 1)

nominated for an Oscar in
1983.

Teaching Tolerance is
currently distributing a sec
ond video curriculum kit, a
history of intolerance in
America entitled The Shadow

ofHate. ~ike the first kit, it is
being sent free to schools
and colleges nationwide. Ini
tial response from educators
has been positive (see story

page 6).
In April, The Shadow of

Hate video, also produced by
Charles Guggenheim, won
the Silver Award in the Short
Subjects/Historical category
at the 28th annual Houston
International Film Festival.
The Houston festival is the
largest in the world in terms
of the number of entries it
receives. There were over
4,100 entries in this year's
competition.

Magazine Wins
Top EdPress Award

Also in April, Teaching

Tolerance magazine was hon
ored with the 1995 Golden
Lamp Award for Excellence
in Educational Journalism
from the Education Press
Association of America
(EdPress). The award is the
highest that EdPress bestows
in its annual competition.

EdPress Executive Direc
tor Donald Stoll said that
the judges were "struck by
the extreme significance of
the work Teaching Toler-

[Teaching Tolerance maga
zine] is without question the
single most important piece
of curriculum support on my
subscription list ... and I
don't even pay for it. How
fortunate we all are that your
staff engages in this critical
work of helping teachers do
what must be done in class
rooms all over the country.
Since discovering Teaching

Tolerance and becoming a
supporter of SPLC, I have
referred countless other edu
cators to your organization.

J.L.
State College, Pa.

We welcome letters from all

Southern Poverty Law Center

supporters. Send your comments

and suggestions to:

Jy.
Waterloo, Iowa

I just received your Shad

ow of Hate video and wanted
to thank you for sending it.
... Although I cannot say
that the subject matter was
uplifting or inspiring, it cer
tainly does help the viewer to
dedicate himself or herself
to tolerance and to a clear
commitment to never allow
this to happen again.

The more information we
receive from you and the
more we learn, the more
heartened we are of our deci
sion to support your program.
... We absolutely believe that
the best way to fight hate and
prejudice is to teach children
early on, before their minds
become biased by other influ
ences, that differences among
people are OK

M.H. and R.H.
New York, N. Y.

D.M.

San Rnfael, Calif.

SPLC Mailbox

400 Washington Ave.

Montgomery, AL 36104

SPLC because it works to
prevent the kind of hatred
and violence that caused the
tragedy in Oklahoma City. I
am matching her donation.

E.A.

Arlington, Mass.

Congratulations on a
fine year for the Center. I am
proud to associate myself
with your work. A Time for

Justice was very deserving of
the Academy Award for doc
umentary!

My 16-year-old daughter
was very upset about the
Oklahoma City bombing and
wanted to make a donation.
I suggested either the Red
Cross or SPLC. She chose

S.S.

San Diego, Calif.
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Please continue your
work. We have been brutally
reminded once again that
hate and hate groups did not
go away with the end of
World War II or the passage
of civil rights legislation.

Southern Poverty
Law Center

The SPLC Report is published by
the Southern Poverty Law Center

400 Washington Ave.
Mon~ome~,Al36104

SPLC Report Editor
Elsie Williams

J.G.
Brandon, Fla.
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When I first learned
about McVeigh and the
Oklahoma City bombing, I
looked for my March Klan

watch Intelligence Report. Sure
enough, there were the arti
cles about the Michigan Mili
tia and Waco and Weaver.
Talk about timing!
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shoot into the crowd if the
prisoners did not immediate
ly 'hit the ground.'''

Center attorneys have
called the reinstitution of
the chain gangs "repugnant
to civilized standards" and
stated that prison officials
have offered no legitimate
penological justification for
using chain gangs.

hacks to cut grass.
'There have already been

several arguments and at least
one physical confrontation
between inmates who were
chained together," the com
plaint states. "The two
inmates involved [in the con
frontation] reportedly raised
their tools against one anoth
er, and a guard threatened to

OIain gangs wark on Alabama roadsides. The Center has sued the State to end the inhumane practice.

Tools MayBe Weapons
Another safety issue aris

es out of concern that con
flicts between chained
inmates working in extreme
heat could quickly escalate
into deadly violence. Chain
gang members, most of
whom are nonviolent repeat
offenders, are equipped with
swing blades, axes and bush

Accidents More Likely
"The mere presence of

chain gangs on the roadside
increases the likelihood of acci
dents, because the chain gang
system infuses a large new class
of pedestrians onto Alabama
roads for 12 hours each day,"
the complaint states.

'1n just the first two weeks
since the chain gangs were
reinstituted," the complaint
continues, "several near-acci
dents have already taken place
as drivers slowed down to
gawk at the prisoners. While
one distracted driver slowed
down to wave and honk at the
chain gangs, she swerved in
front of an 18-wheeler and
nearly collided with it."

inhumane treatment and
exposes inmates and
motorists to a variety of risks.
Alabama's current chain
gangs consist of 320 inmates
who are chained together
with leg irons in groups of
five and forced to labor for
12 hours a day on the state's
roads.

• The Center recently filed a
lawsuit to stop the State of
Alabama from forcing prison
inmates to labor in "chain
gangs" alongside the state's
highways. The Center's legal
team filed the complaint in
federal court after Alabama
became the first state in the
nation to reinstitute the use
of chain gangs.

"We understand the
desire of politicians to
appear to be doing some
thing about crime," said
Richard Cohen, the Center's
Legal Director, ''but putting
people in chains, in our
view, is just a political stunt."

The use of chain gangs
in Alabama began in the ear
ly 20th century to replace
the system of leasing convicts
to private persons for profit.
Widespread public attention
to the horrors of chain gangs
in the early 1960s led to their
demise.

The lawsuit claims that
forcing men who are
chained together to labor on
state highways is cruel and

Center Sues State of Alabama to
End·Use of Chain Gangs

-

SPLC Assists in Oklahoma Bombing Probe
• In the wake of the bombing
of the federal office building
in Oklahoma City on April 19,
the Law Center and Klanwatch
Militia Task Force played
prominent roles in supplying
information to law enforce
ment agencies, the U.S. Senate
and news media nationwide.
The Law Center responded to
thousands of requests for
information on the militia
movement and its ties to white
extremist organizations.

Klanwatch received hun
dreds of requests for infor
mation from law enforce
ment agencies, including the
FBI; the Justice Department;
the Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco and Firearms; and
the U.S. Marshal Service. In
addition, the Task Force sent
information to all national
media outlets, as well as to
hundreds of regional and
metropolitan newspapers,
radio and television stations.
Requests for interviews and
updates came from news
agencies as far away as Asia,
Europe and South America.

Center co-founder and
Chief Trial Counsel Morris

Dees was interviewed by every
network TV news division,
including the Today show,
Larry King Live, Good Marning
America, and Nightline. "The
overwhelming demand for
information about militia
groups after the bombing
indicates the importance of
the work our Klanwatch pro
ject is doing," said Dees. "The
Militia Task Force proved to
be a vital force in assuring our
national security. "

Warned Attorney General
Well before the bomb

ing, Klanwatch picked up
warning signs that violence
directed at the federal gov
ernment by persons associat
ed with the militia move
ment might occur. After
months of monitoring
numerous militia commu
niques, various racist publi
cations, law enforcement
reports and other sources,
Klanwatch detected strategic
links between various militia
groups and white suprema
cist organizations and lead
ers. This investigation and
analysis prompted the Cen-

ter to establish the Militia
Task Force in October 1994
to track the militia move
ment and its white suprema
cist elements.

Based on the resuhs of
this investigation, Dees sent
letters to Attorney General
Janet Reno and the attorneys
general of six states on Octo
ber 26 to alert them to the
dangers posed by extremist
hate groups within the rapidly
growing militia movement.
Material that accompanied the
letters noted that there was
militia activity in Michigan.

In the December 1994
issue of the Klanwatch Intelli

gence Report, the Militia Task
Force highlighted the grow
ing number of militia groups
with racist ties - including
the Michigan Militia, the
group linked to the Okla
homa City bombing suspects.

Held Militia Conference
At a Klanwatch-spon

sored conference on militias
in March 1995, a group of
law enforcement domestic
terrorism experts from
around the country met to

assess the threat posed by
the growing militia move
ment and formulate strate
gies to address this threat.
All conference participants
agreed that the potential for
violence within the militia
movement was increasing.

On April 27, Morris Dees
testified before the Senate
Judiciary Committee at a hear
ing on terrorism that was
prompted by the Oklahoma
bombing. Dees outlined the
tremendous growth of private
militias across the country and
urged Congress to take action
to curb their activities.

The "mixture of armed
groups and those who hate is
a recipe for disaster," Dees tes
tified. "Because paramilitary
training both attracts those
who would engage in violence
and acts as a springboard for
their activity, I would recom
mend that the Committee
consider a federal law that
would curb paramilitary train
ing that is not authorized by
state law."

Urged Use of State Laws
On May 8, Dees sent let-

ters to the attorneys general of
all 50 states urging them to
take legal action to prevent
paramilitary groups from oper
ating in their states.

"Many states already
have laws on the books that
could be used to shut down
the militia groups," Dees stat
ed. "The problem is that
these laws have almost never
been enforced."

Seven states have both
anti-militia and anti-paramili
tary training laws, seven have
anti-militia laws only, and 17
states have anti-paramilitary
training laws only.

"States with laws against
militias or paramilitary train
ing should vigorously
enforce them," Dees empha
sized. "States without such
laws should enact them. In
light of the Oklahoma City
tragedy, we think it is pru
dent to take steps to prevent
future militia attacks."

In Texas in 1982 and in
North Carolina in 1987, the
SPLC and Klanwatch used
existing state laws to stop
white supremacist paramili
tary groups from training.
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In Apri.4 Mr. Wolfgang Thierse ofBerlin, Germany, visited the Center to discuss multiracial and multiculr
tural issues. Mr. Thierse, who is Deputy National Chairman ofthe Social Democratic Party in Germany, is
shown alxrve with interpreter Gunda Nollenberger (l) and K1anwatchDirectorDanny Welch (r).

Pierce Sued for Profit from
COTC Headquarters Sale

African Family
Gets Money
From Metzger

McElroy the 'Unsung Hero'
Dees has called McElroy

"the unsung hero" of the case
against Metzger because of
his efforts to liquidate Met
zger's assets and to put his
hate organization out of busi
ness. Although the $100,000
represents less than one per
cent of the entire judgment, it
represents almost all of Met
zger's material wealth. McEl
roy succeeded in foreclosing
on Metzger's house and forc
ing the sale of his pickup
truck, TV repair tools and a
trailer where he charged Skin
heads $10 a piece to attend
racist meetings.

"I'm Irish and I'm stub
born and I'm extremely per
sistent," McElroy has said. "I
knew that Metzger was going
to do everything he possibly
could to avoid collection.
Whatever move he made, I
had three other moves to
make. I wanted to make sure
that Henok received every
dollar that could be squeezed
out of Metzger."

McElroy received the Civil
Rights Achievement Award
from the Anti-Defamation
League for his work on the
case, including his innovative
fashioning of a court order
that required Metzger to relin
quish the keys to his WAR post
office box where supporters
continue to send money. The
contents of the box are col
lected by a court-appointed
receiver, and a portion of the
funds are added to Henok's
account.

Henok's care and education
until he reaches adulthood.
At that point, the funds will
be transferred to Henok.

(continued from page 1)
expenses to travel to Henok's
home in Ethiopia have been
paid by the Center."

McElroy was a volunteer
member of the SPLC legal
team that successfully sued
White Aryan Resistance leader
Tom Metzger for inciting the
Skinheads to'murder Seraw. In

1990, a Portland jury ordered
Metzger, his son John, the
WAR organization and two of
the Skinhead followers to pay
$12.5 million to Henok for
causing the death of his father.
A total of $100,000 has been
collected so far.

In May 1994, the U.S.
Supreme Court refused to
review Metzger's case, end
ing four years of appeals and
opening the way for the Cen
ter to begin distributing
funds collected from the sale
of Metzger's assets.

Quality Education Now
Possible

"We can never give
Henok back his father, but
we can do everything in our
power to give him a chance
in life," said Morris Dees, the
Center's co-founder and
Chief Trial Counsel. "This
young man will now be able
to get a quality education
and build a future for him
self and his family."

During his six-<iay visit to
Ethiopia, McElroy helped to
arrange for Henok to attend a
private boarding school, the
same school his father attend
ed before coming to America.

Henok's grandfather,
Seraw Tekuneh, will receive
$20,000. The remaining
$80,000 has been put in a
trust fund that will pay for

leaders and strategists. The
retired physicist is the author
of the infamous The Turner
Diaries, the 'bible' of the
white supremacist movement
that depic.ts a race war
against minorities, Jews and
the federal government.

Alleged Oklahoma City
bomber Timothy McVeigh
has been described by peo
ple who knew him as an avid
reader of The Turner Diaries.
The book also inspired a
group of young racists in the
1980s to form an under
ground white supremacist
group called The Order.
The group went on a 14
mon th crime spree to
finance their participation in
an anticipated race war.

Through his publishing
enterprise, National Van
guard Books, Pierce publish
es other racist propaganda,
including the organization's
magazine, National Vanguard;
its newsletter, National
Alliance Bulletin; and a book
catalog.

William Pierce

well over $200,000. Shortly
before we filed our lawsuit,
Klassen sold the property to
Pierce to keep it away from
our client and to keep the
money in the hands of fellow
white supremacists.

'We are asking the fed
eral court to find that the
$100,000 Pierce netted when
he resold the property right
fully belongs to our client,"
said Cohen.

Cohen described Pierce
as one of the nation's best
known white supremacist

• The Law Center recently
filed a lawsuit against
William Pierce, the leader of
the neo-Nazi hate group
National Alliance, claiming
he profited from a scheme to
hide assets of another hate

group.
The suit charges that

the violence-prone Church
of the Creator (COTC)
fraudulently transferred its
headquarters property to
Pierce in 1992 for $100,000
to keep the property from
the estate of Harold Mans
field, a black sailor killed by
a Church member. Pierce
then resold the property less
than two years later for
$200,000.

'We sued the Church of
the Creator last May and
won a $1 million judgment
on behalf of the Mansfield
estate," Center Legal Director
Richard Cohen explained.

. "Although the COTC never
had a million dollars, its
national headquarters in
North Carolina was worth

Former Law Fellow Now Senior Staff Attorney

Rhonda Brownstein

• The Legal Department is
pleased to announce that
Rhonda Brownstein, a former
Law Center Fellow, has re
turned as Senior StaffAttorney.

'We are delighted to have
Rhonda back," said Richard
Cohen, the Center's Legal
Director. "She brings with her
a rare combination of deter
mination, intelligence and
humor that we've missed."

A native of Philadelphia,
Rhonda earned her law

degree from Temple Univer
sity Law School in 1986. As a
Law Fellow from 1986 to
1987, she worked with Cen
ter attorneys on a civil suit
which awarded $7 million to
the mother of Michael Don
ald, a young black man who
was lynched by members of
the United Klans of America
in Mobile, Ala., in 1981.

After leaving the Center,
Rhonda worked for organiza
tions that provide legal ser-

vices to poor people in
Mobile and Pittsburgh, Pa.
She later joined the Philadel
phia labor law firm of Spear
Wilderman.

Rhonda has been active
in the ACLU, the National
Lawyers Guild and other
groups that focus on
women's issues and civil
rights. She was one of the
founders of Alabama's Aid to
Inmate Mothers, a program
that arranges for imprisoned

mothers to spend time with
their children.

'This is the most exciting
and important place to prac
tice law in the country today,"
Rhonda said. 'The Law Cen
ter is on the cutting edge of
the critical issues facing our
nation - racial and religious
intolerance, militia violence,
the threat to roll back impor
tant civil rights achievements,
and the need to protect the
rights of poor people."
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Klanwatch Investigation Uncovers Militias

Medicaid
Lawsuit Clears
Legal Hurdle

Levin Appointed Associate
Director of Legal Affairs

briefs and given
numerous presen
tations on hate
crime issues to law
enforcement and
human relations
groups. He testified
before Congress on
bias violence and
published articles
on hate crime in
law reviews, scholar
ly journals and
newspapers. Before
moving to Mont
gomery, Brian was
associated wifu fue
law firm of Irell &

Manella in Newport
Beach, Calif.

'The remarkable
achievements of
the Center and

Klanwatch in the continuing
battle against violent haters
are fue result of a unique mix
of exceptional talent, courage
and compassion," Brian said.
"I am thrilled to join their
team."

Klanwatch has estab
lished a Militia Hodine that
will serve as a central informa
tion bank on militia activity.

Movement Splintered
Since fue Oklahoma City

bombing, the nationwide
militia movement has splin
tered. The more moderate
groups have either modified
their rhetoric and aggressive
training or disbanded alto
gefuer, leaving a hard core of
groups made up of fue most
strident and violence-prone
activists. Many of fuese groups
have divided into "cells" and
gone underground.

"Militias operating in the
U.S. today are breeding
grounds for the kind of
fanaticism behind the Okla
homa City bombing," Welch
said. "The volatile combina
tion of hate-filled rhetoric,
paramilitary training and
heavy weaponry within the
hard-core mili tia under
ground makes the likelihood
for further violence almost
certain."

tana with threatening to kill
judges, law enforcement offi
cers and other public offi
cials. A cache of fully auto
matic weapons was found in
the home of one of the men.

BnanLevin

orado-based Center for the
Study of Ethnic and Racial
Violence.

Brian, who has been
active in the field of bias
violence since 1986, has
aufuored U.S. Supreme Court

federal agents and ended
with an inferno that killed
more than 78 Davidians.

The furor over the
Weaver and Waco. incidents
gave rise to fue heavily-armed
militias fuat operate across the
United States today. Since fue
first of these private armies
appeared over a year ago, a
number of fueir members and
associates have been charged
with or convicted of serious,
militia-related crimes.

• Last September, three
militia members in Michigan
Were arrested after a routine
traffic stop. Inside their vehi
cle, police found loaded mil
itary assault rifles and semi
automatic pistols; knives and
bayonets; and night vision
binoculars. Handwritten
notes indicated the trio was
conducting surveillance of
police departments.

• In March, two militia
members in Minnesota were
convicted of conspiring to use
a biological toxin to kill feder
al employees and law enforce
ment agents. Evidence
showed fue men also planned
to blow up a federal building,
kill a sheriff's deputy ami
stockpile assault weapons.

• And in May, four militi
amen were Charged in Mon-

• Brian Levin, a nationally
recognized expert on hate
crime, joined Klanwatch in
Mayas Associate Director of
Legal Affairs.

Brian will provide legal
and policy analyses, conduct
civil rights litigation and
supervise the publication of
the Klanwatch Intelligence
Report and other reports for
attorneys, law enforcement
agencies and civil rights
advocates.

A former New York City
police officer, Brian is a
member of President Clin
ton's DomestiC Policy Inter
agency Working Group on
Intercommunal Violence
and a master instructor for
the Federal Law Enforce
ment Training Center's pro
gram on hate and bias
crimes.

He was a visiting scholar
in the area of bias violence
policy implementation at
Stanford Law School and was
Legal Director of the Col-

Beginning of Militia
Movement

Two events mark the
beginning of today's militia
movement. The first was a
1992 raid by federal agents at
white separatist Randy
Weaver's Idaho cabin.
Weaver's wife and son, along
with a U.S. marshal, were
killed in the confrontation.
Then in 1993, a government
siege at fue Branch Da~dian

compound near Waco, Texas,
began with the deaths of four

militant white supremacists,"
Klanwatch's Welch said.

The militia movement is
still evolving. New groups
form and others disappear
on a weekly basis. The char
acter of these groups also
may change rapidly as differ
ent factions - some extreme
with neo-Nazi ties and ofuers
moderate with only law-abid
ing goals - vie for control.

Some of the more radi
cal militias believe an apoca
lyptic showdown with the
federal government is
inevitable. In those militias,
members stockpile weapons
and ammunition, study sur
vivalism, and conduct mili
tary-style field maneuvers
dressed in cambuflage.

buying food, when federal
law requires states partici
pating in fue Medicaid pro
gram to provide transporta
tion when necessary.

"Alabama Medicaid
officials have acknowl
edged that they do not
have an adequate plan,"
Cohen added. "This deci
sion clears the way for the
court to reach the sub
stance of the case. Anofuer
favorable ruling would
allow us to begin finding
solutions to the transporta
tion problems of our
clients."

The Medicaid agency
provides ambulance trans
portation only in extremely
narrow circumstances, he
said, and other transporta
tion is provided only when
it can be obtained without
charge through volunteer
or nonprofit groups, public
services, relatives or other
persons.

In numerous cases, fuis
system of volunteers is inade
quate, especially for chroni
cally ill poor people in rural
areas.

Militias Ripe for Takeover
Although most militias

identified by Klanwatch's
Militia Task Force do not
have rac~st agendas, many
are "ripe for takeovers by

Alabama militia member

the group's ambassador-at
large, Louis Beam; National
Alliance leader William
Pierce; Identity leaders
James Wickstrom and Pete
Peters; and Klansman Troy
Mercer.

• Low-income Medicaid
recipients are entitled to
their day in court to prove
that Alabama has failed to
abide by the requirement
that it provide necessary
medical transportation, a
federal judge ruled in April.

The Law Center and
Alabama's Legal Services
Corporation sued fue Alaba
ma Medicaid agency last
November, claiming it
failed to ensure fuat Medic
aid recipients had trans
portation to and from
healfu care providers. State
officials had asked fue court
to dismiss fue civil suit. The
judge ruled against the
State after the plaintiffs'
attorneys established that
recipients have enforceable
federal rights.

"The lack of trans
portation to medical care is
literally a matter of life or
death for many poor peo
ple in Alabama," said
Richard Cohen, the Cen
ter's Legal Director. "Our
clients should not be
forced to choose between
going to the doctor and

(continued from page 1)
militias where white suprema
cists have made significant
inroads," Klanwatch Director
Danny Welch said.

Militias Linked to White
Supremacists

Since last fall, Klanwatch's
Militia Task Force has closely
monitored dle infiltration of
some of fue more radical mili
tias by white supremacists who
hope to exploit fue new move
ment's recruiting potential
and its fierce anti-government
sentiment. Links have been
discovered between some mili
tia groups and the white
supremacist ideology ofIdenti
ty, the anti-Semitic Posse
Comitatus, Aryan Nations and
fue Ku Klux Klan.

Several major white
supremacist leaders are
among the militia move
ment's strongest advocates.
They include Aryan Nations
founder Richard Butler and
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Shadow ofHate Teaching Kit Well Received

Work Proceeds on
Early Childhood Kit

Thanks to Center sup
porters, the Teaching Toler
ance project is able to send
The Shadow of Hate teaching
kit free to schools and uni
versities across the nation.

Thank you for helping me

to never follow along with any

thing like that [being intoler

ant].

Another student in the
class wrote:

good magazine for teaching kids

all about how people passed the

hate down through the genera

tions. I think the magazine is

going to teach kids not to use

violence as the solution to their

problems. The magazine looks at

the victim's point of view more

than the villains. It shows how

the victims feel.

Students also wrote let
ters after using the materials
in class. From Chambers
burg, Pa., a 7th grader wrote:

Each student appears to have

done considerable soul-searching

and questioning ofattitudes.

Mt. Vernon School District
Mt. Vernon, Mo.

Students found stories person

ally inspiring. Thought-provoking.

Answers were thoughtful- s1UJwed

understanding and compassion.

Hopefully actions to follow.

St. Mary School
Marathon, Wis.

I think Us and Them is a

the Shadow of Hate materials
made an impact on their SQl

dents' attitudes and under
standing:

Perhaps most importantly,
teachers report that they feel

Teaching Tolerance Research AssociateJim Carnes

visited the Happy Medium School in Seattle, Wash., in

March. Carnes was gathering materialfor the book he is

writingfor the project's third video-and-text kit, which

wi1J"be sent free to early childhood educators. Margie

Mc~ who is~oduci~ the videgfor the kit, UJa5

also aii1le school with herfilm crew. Pictured at right
are Carnes (l) and video engineer Steve Allrrecht.

This is an excellent pro

gram, and we are most grateful

to have it. The kit was most use

ful in discussion concerning

events in Oklahoma City. It put

the tragedy in historical context

and was used most effectively lJy
several members of our staff.

Red Hook Central
High School

Red Hook, .Y

I think most students did some

re-evaluating of their own stance.

Our nearness to Oklahoma City

had already caused us to begin

examining ourfeelings about preju
dice and hatred. This material ar

rivedjust after the bombing. We all

know someone who lost somebody.

Tecumseh High School
Tecumseh, Okla.

invites comments, and
many educators have
shared their opinions
about the kit. Most of
the comments ex
pressed thanks for
the material:

Several respondents men
Doned the timeliness of the kit
and how they used it to help
students cope with the bomb
ing of the federal office build
ing in Oklahoma City in April:

Those of us in public educa

tion appreciate the efforts ofyour

organization in financing,

developing and sharing salient

issues in today's world.

Leicester High School
Leicester, Mass.

Thank you immensely for

this great material on a vitally

important topic for young people

in America today.

Brother Rice High School
Bloomfield Hills, Mich.

I would like to thank all

the people who have

made the package possi-

ble and available. I feel

you all did a tremendous job, for

it was most beneficial to me as a

social studies teacher.

Potomac High School
Oxon Hill, Md.

• Since distribution of The

Shadow of Hate teaching kit
began in late March, the
response from educators has
been overwhelmingly positive.
As of May 1, the Center's
Teaching Tolerance project
had received 34,000 orders for
the kit, the second in a series
of six curriculum packages to
be released by the Center.

The teaching kit, which
examines the history of intol
erance in America, contains a
40-minute film by Academy
Award-winning producer
Charles Guggenheim; a 128
page historical text, Us and

Them; and a teacher's guide. "
Also included in the package is
an evaluation form for teach
ers to fill out and return. Over
100 forms have been returned,
and, almost unanimously, the
teachers mdicated they found
the video, text and teacher's
guide 'Very effective."

The survey form also

Fundraising and Planned Giving Staff Changes

• A number of staff changes
have occurred in the Cen
ter's Fundraising and
Planned Giving Departments
in the last few months.

Alison Collman joined
the Center as Director of
Planned Giving in February.
The position was previously
held by Amelia Montjoy, who
moved to Washington, D.C.,
to head the planned giving
program for the World
Wildlife Fund.

Alison, who was born
in Montgomery, Ala.,
graduated from the
University of Alaba
ma/Tuscaloosa, with a
B.S. in Commerce and
Business Administra
tion and, later, with an
M. A. in Marketing. In
the six years before
coming to the Center,
she worked with a
Montgomery bank as
Director of Marketing.

Alison UHlman, new Director ofPfmmed Giving
Alison's responsibilities

include overseeing Planned
Giving and Major Gifts pro
jects and staff, writing and
editing the Partners for the

Future newsletter and commu
nicating directly with donors
who have made or anticipate
making planned gifts.

Alison is excited about
joining the Center. "I have
long been an admirer of the
SPLC's work for justice and
tolerance, so I am especially
proud to at last be a part of

this important effort. This is
a particularly exciting time
because of the crucial work
being done by the Center's
new Militia Task Force."

Another new face in
Planned Giving is Gail Wyatt.
A native of Rome, Ga., Gail
came to the Center in
December 1994 with 10 years
bookkeeping and tax experi
ence. As Fundraising and
Planned Giving Assistant, she
handles donor correspon
dence, maintains a database
of supporters and assists the
department head with other
duties.

"This is my
first experience
working with an
organization like
the Center. I not
only appreciate the
importance of the
Center's mission,
but I very mucl~

enjoy the people I
work with." Gail H)oaU

Several promotions
brought further changes in
the departments.

Amy (Crenshaw) Middle
ton, who had served as Secre
tary to both departmen ts
since August 1994, was pro
moted to Special Gifts Coordi
nator in the Planned Giving
Department. In her new posi
tion, Amy administers gifts
made through foundations,
grants and stocks and also
oversees donor acknowledg
ments.

Jeanine WIlson began full
time employment in the

Fundraising and
Planned Giving
Departments in
March 1994. In
August of that
year, she was pr<:r
moted to Assis
tant to the
Fundraising
Director, and in
November she
was promoted

again to the position of
Fundraising Coordinator. In
her new position, Jeanine ana
lyzes the results of the Center's
appeals, produces monthly
fundraising reports and
processes orders for mailings.

Ca10nda Brown, who
came to the Center in Febru
ary 1994 as Fundraising Assis
tant, was promoted in Novem
ber to the position of
Secretary to the Fundraising
and Planned Giving Depart
ments. Calonda's duties
include keeping both depart
ments' records, handling calls
from donors and preparing
correspondence and reports.

Fundraising Director
Dave Watson said, "Alison
and I are very fortunate to
have such a wonderful staff.
Without their dedication
and hard work, we wouldn't
be able to carry out our
fundraising and donor sup
port projects as efficiently as
we do."
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Memorial and Honorary Gifts Received
by the Law Center since February 1995

·IN MEMoRY OF

400 WASHINGTON AVENUE' MONTGOMERY, AI. 36104 . (205) 264-0286

Roger Smith

Miriam Sober

AlkeM. Sturges
Peter Sussman

Murtis H. Taylor

Charles Unlauf

Laurence R. Walker

BenWaUey

Richard Ward

Bobby Wdliams

George Woodbridge

Mel Wyn's WIfe

Joan YannareIli

Janet Zuckennan

Indicate on aclcnowledgment /hot gift is being mode by:

Name(sl _

Address _

Dorothy Nittolo

John Olsen

ChesterOppei).

Margaret Outley

ReginePayne

Bill Pomerance

Arthur Preller

Sammuel Rappoport

Elva M. Rath

Marian Ruth Rice

Thelma Richard

Mary Rogers

Lillian & Milton Romm

Frances Salmon

Joseph Seldin

Phillip & liden Sills
Mel Silverman

SOUTHERN POVERTY LAW CENTER

I am enclosing a special gift in the amount of$-----
In Memory of _

In Honor of _

In Memory if/In Honor ifG!ft Form

DeonHarrig

Robert:HopsonJr.

WillieJohuson

David Kaye

Martin Lud:ter KingJr.

Russel & Evelyn Knierim

MaryF.Krma

Roger N. Latham

Diana S. Levy

David Livingston

Eleanor S. Lodder

HaroldJ. Mansfield

Maxim

Thomas W. McAliley

TIm Meehan

Hellen Meinf.ia.rdt
Richard Mitchell

To Celebrate his/her/their

City State __ City State__

Zip Zip Phone _

SencJ acknowledgment ofgift 10:

Name(s) _

Address _

Peter A 06ulthard

DiaheQimond

Albett a.Dinsmore

George''E.dson

Lee Faivus

Aaron Fischer

Harry Fleischer

Francisco

Harvey Frank

George Frederiksen

Deborah Friedman

Alex Gershunoff

RuthS. Gold

Jeannette Lewin Gordon

Jewel Gresham

:((yleHaag

Richard.'Hammell

Steve Day

MorronEden

~ &Sh~l

Sylvia AQraham

J. Paul~lington
Aaton.Appleby

MalissaB. ASh

Bertha Bayla

Martin A. Beatty

Henry Berg

Bernard Bernstein

Robert Bracken

Sidney Brauerman

Morris Brauerman

Margaret Brooks

Mildred Brunhouse

Dr. Harold Burkourf

Edward H. Calvert

Mr. Donald A Caro

Mr"Jack CorneU

•
The Law Center accepts gifts in

memory ofsomeone who has died or

in honor ofsomeone on a special

occasion such as a birthday,

anniversary, bar mitzvah or

graduation. Or you can give agift

just to say "Thank you." We'll send

a card to the person honored or the

family ofthe deceased. Just fill out

this form and mail it with your check.

•
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Victim of Bias Crime
Pleads Mercy for Attacker

CENTER VISITORS

In March, supporters Dermis and Carol Lannon ofFlorida visited on their way to a

writers' ronference in Oxford, Miss. They were welcomed by Center employee
Stephanie Matthews (c).

In April, Albert andJane Sellen ofKnnsas, Crnter donors since 1987, visited with

theirfriend Arlene.Baldes. Shown (I to r) are Mrs. Sellen; Archia Hall, Assistant in
the Center's Administration Department; Mr. Sellen; and Ms. Baldes.

The following article
appeared in the Hartford
Courant on Nov. 11, 1994.
Reprinted with permission.

• ENFIELD, Conn. - On
Memorial Day, three young
white men surrounded 62
year-old Percival McNeil in
front of a Granby convenience
store. They shouted racial
slurs and profanities at him.
One threw beer in his face.

On Thursday, McNeil,
born in Jamaica, stood be
fore a Superior Court judge
and pleaded mercy for one
of his harassers.

"This is a young man,"
McNeil said. "He was with the
wrong crowd at the wrong
time."

As McNeil spoke, his 22
year-old transgressor, Stephen
Tkacz, stood within arm's
reach. Two days earlier, Tkacz
had pleaded guilty to intimi
dation based on bigotry or
bias, a felony that carries a
maximum 5-year prison term.

In a soft but firm voice,
McNeil told the judge how he

himself is a recovering alco
holic. He said that since he has
been given the opportunity to
change his life, Tkacz should
be, too. 'This man, maybe, can
turn his life around."

Tkacz's lawyer, T.R Pauld
.ing, said Tkacz "is extremely
upset about what he did to Mr.
McNeil. He recognizes that
both the language used and
actions cannot be excused."

By pleading guilty to a
felony, Tkacz has forfeited
his chosen career, Paulding
said. His Federal Aviation
Administration license will
be revoked, and the years he
has devoted to his education
are lost, he said.

Tkacz turned to McNeil
and his wife, Miriam, and
apologized for what he had
put them through. All eyes
turned to the judge.

"It is somewhat unusual
for a victim to come before
the court," Judge Terence
Sullivan said. "I think it
would be an understatement
to say Mr. McNeil is an extra
ordinary person.

"There really isn't any
place in our society for this
type of behavior. This is still
bigotry," he said.

''I'm not going to incar
cerate you," Sull1van said,
looking at the defendant, "for
all the reasons Mr. McNeil
articulated. I've always consid
ered that justice without mer
cy isn't reallyjustice at all."

He sentenced Tkacz to a
one-year suspended sentence
and 18 months' probation
with three conditions. In
addition, he ordered Tkacz
to donate $500 to the South
ern Poverty Law Center in
Montgomery, Ala., an orga
nization dedicated to educat
ing people about bigotry;
work 50 hours of community
service with people of color;
and write a research paper
on the meaning of the word
"nigger" and the effect the
word has on black people.

Outside the courtroom,
Stanley Tkacz hugged McNeil
tightly. Tears streamed down
his face. "Mr. McNeil, thank
you. Thank you," he said.

PARTNERS FOR THE FurURE IN MEMORIAM

A Way To Help Mare Than You Thought You Could Margaret H. Brooks (1900-1995)

ADDRESS _

Please send information about Partners for the Future to:

Justice Award on behalf of her local
Friends Meeting in Davis. The group
helped found and maintain the Davis
Peace Center, which works to promote
world harmony.

Highly respected and loved by her
friends in California, Mrs. Brooks was
also a world traveler, visiting London,
Vienna, Tokyo, Leningrad and Ohina,
among pther places. S~ is surn~d.by
f<:n,l.l: ~ughters, 13 grandchiIdreu"and
17 great-g.nwtkhildren.

The Center pays tribute to the
memory of Margaret Henshaw Brooks,
hnmaniUldaa and peace'advocate.

• Human rights advocate and Center
supporter Margaret Henshaw Brooks
died on February 18, 1995, at her
home in Davis, Calif. She was 94. Mrs.
Brooks has been remembered by many
friends and family members through
memorial gifts made. to the Center at
her family's request.

Born in Milton, Mass., in 1900,
Mrs. Brooks gradu~t~d.fl."om Smith Col
lege and taught at Hampton Institute
before beginning graduate studies at
the London School of Economics. She
completed her master's degree at the
University of California-Berkeley and
earned her Ph.D. in government at
Brookings Institute in Washington,
D.C. Her husband of 37 years, Freder
ick A. Brooks, died in 1967.

Mrs. Brooks devoted her life to
promoting human rights, peace and
education. She was a charter member
of the League of Women Voters in
Sacramento, and of the Unitarian Fel
lowship and the Women's Internation
al League for Peace and Freedom in
Davis.

The lust woman ever to serve on

the board of tnJ.Ste~s £-91" the DavisJoint
Union School Distdct, Mrs. Brooks
served three tenus. She founded
Friends (Quaker) Meeting groups in
Davis and Sebastopol. In January, 1994,
Mrs. Brooks accepted the Peace and

o Retirement Plans
o Insurance Policies
o Gift Annuities
o Charitable Remainder Trusts

o Wills
o Revocable Trusts
o Life Income Trusts
o Securities
o Real Estate Gifts

Mail to: Partners for the Future, The Southern Poverty Law Center
P.O. Box 548' Montgomery, AL 36101-0548

'kYlE _

CITY STATE ZIP _

The Southern Poverty Law Center has estab
lished a planned giving program called
Partners for the Future. By participating in
Partners for the Future through wills and
other means of planned giving, Center
donors can extend their support for equality
and justice beyond their own lifetimes.

Through wills, trusts and other arrange
ments, Center supporters can help ensure
that the Center is there to help the victims of

injustice and racial violence well into the next century.
If you plan to or have already remembered the Center in your will

or established a U"ust, please help the Center update its records by
sending a letter to the address below.

With the goal of eventually freeing itself from the uncertainties of
fundraising, the Center decided to establish a permanent endowment
large enough to sustain the Center's operations for many years to come.

The Center's goal for the Endowment is $100 million by the year
2000, a little over half of which has been attained. This will establish a
dependable financial base that will allow the Center to free itself from
the uncertainties of direct-mail fundraising. The Endowment Fund is
a "pact with future generations" that will help ensure resources for the
Center's work well into the 21st century.
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