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Center suit opened door
to women 1n sheriff’s office

OTHAN, Ala. — Susan Seay

moved to Alabama in 1986
and anticipated continuing her
career as a law enforcement offi-
cer because she was trained and
certified as a deputy. But when
she was hired for a position in

the Houston County Sheriff’s
Department, she was relegated to
its records and classification divi-
sion in the jail. She quickly learned
that the sheriff’s operating policy
was unequivocal: There would
never, be a woman investigator,

Sergeant Susan Seay (right) and new sheriff Lamar Glover strive for professionalism.
Her Center-supported case erased sex discrimination in the sheriff’s office.

and no man would ever have to
take orders from a womnan.

Even worse, she and the
department’s other female
employees worked in an unre-
lentingly hostile environment.
They were constantly harassed
with lewd and demeaning
remarks, sexual advances and
offensive behavior.

Today Seay is the depart-
ment’s first female sergeant, a
felony investigator in charge of
all child abuse and sex crimes.

« «Another woman is the jail.

administrator, responsible for
the supervision of 57 correc-
tional officers; more than half
of these are women. And the
workplace atmosphere in the
Houston County Sheriff’s
Department is businesslike
and professional.

A Center-supported sex-dis-
crimination class action filed by
Seay and four other plaintiffs,
coupled with the election of a
new sheriff, transformed the
closed, entrenched “good-old-

Please turn to p. 5, “Center suit opened ..."

Starting Small kit helps educators
teach tolerance to young children

In early September, the Cen-
ter’s Teaching Tolerance pro-
ject began nationwide distribu-
tion of its third video-and-text
kit, Starting Small: Teaching
Tolerance in Preschool and the
Early Grades. The free package,
which contains a 58-minute
video and five copies of a 250-
page book, will help early
childhood teachers develop
caring, equitable classroom
communities.

“We are excited about offer-
ing this resource for educators
in elementary schools and
child-care centers,” said Teach-
ing Tolerance director Jim
Carnes, who directed develop-
ment of the kit and served as its

senior editor. “Research sup-
ports the importance of reach-
ing children at an early age and
providing them opportunities

to learn to respect and appreci-
ate differences. This kit offers
teachers concrete strategies for
teaching equity, cooperation
and citizenship.”

The first two Teaching Toler-
ance video-and-text packages,
America’s Civil Rights Movement
and The Shadow of Hate, each of
which is in use in more than
55,000 schools and organiza-
tions nationwide and has won
several prestigious awards, were
targeted at middle and high
school students. The Starting
Small kit is a teacher-training
resource that profiles innovative
early childhood classrooms
around the country.

Please turn to p. 8, “Starting Small...”

Brian Youngblood monitors the internet for extremist activity.

New Klanwatch project

lanwatch is monitoring the

cyberspace traffic of more
than 400 extremist organiza-
tions and individuals. Its new
project gauges the quantity and
tenor of racist and anti-govern-
ment propaganda available to
millions of Americans with
access to the Internet.

Since April, Klanwatch com-
puter expert Brian Youngblood
has downloaded hundreds of
pages from World Wide Web
sites created by Patriot groups,
neo-Nazis, skinheads, Ku Klux
Klansmen and other white
supremacists.

Youngblood says many
groups merely publish materials
attacking government policies
and actions. But more radical
groups offer on-line courses in
all kinds of weaponry, urging
preparation for armed battle
with the dark forces of the New
World Order, which they see as a
conspiratorial group secretly
preparing for world takeover.

Explicitly racist

Other groups are explicitly
racist. Using racial slurs and pic-
tures, they post articles that pur-
port to show the inferiority of
nonwhites and often extoll Nazi
propaganda.

Virtually all of the groups seek
to recruit through cyberspace.

The popularity of the Inter-
net, Youngblood points out, con-
tributes to an alarming trend.

‘monitors Internet hate

Where poorly financed extrem-
ists once were limited to fliers
and newsletters, they now enjoy
inexpensive access to a potential-
ly massive cyberspace audience.

“It’s become incredibly easy
for extremist groups to use the
Internet,” he said. “For $20 a
month, they get unlimited access
to the Internet and to individu-
als” e-mail addresses. Also, many
of them are now using encryp-
tion techniques that allow them
to send highly secret messages
back and forth.”

Accessible to children

Like on-line pornography,
this often virulent material is
easily accessible to children. And
that raises issues of how to pro-
tect youngsters from inappro-
priate material while respecting
the freedom of the Internet
environment and of Constitu-
tionally protected speech.

In a precedent-setting case
last year, federal prosecutors
indicted a former student at the
University of California at Irvine
after he allegedly sent out a com-
puter message threatening to
“hunt down and kill” Asians on
campus. The case, which has still
not come to trial, was the first
filed by the government seeking
to prosecute hate speech in
cyberspace.

Other countries have stricter
controls. In Germany, the gov-
Please turr to p. 4, “New Klanwatch project...”
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Just a note of thanks for the
important work you do on
behalf of the citizens of this
country who are the targets of
intolerance and hatred — and
also for those of us who are
believers in human rights and
the concept of justice for all. You
can count on my contributions
from now on.

LW
Beverly Hills, California

It’s very nice to see you have
presence on the Web. It also pro-
vides me with the opportunity to
thank you all personally for your
extraordinary efforts and achieve-
ments, all of which, I know,
require courage and wisdom.

SPI(¢
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That you fight ignorance on
two fronts — its existing struc-
tures through litigation, and its
roots through education — con-
stitutes a profoundly powerful
and far-sighted strategy. We are
all indebted to you.

It is a difficult struggle, but
one of the highest value and
promise, and one that cannot
but better the world. Please
know that you have many loyal
supporters, of which I am one.

N.F
San Franciso, California

The work you do is wonder-
ful, as is the teaching material
that I have received from your
organization. I am currently
teaching dance at an elementary
school in North Carolina. You
may wonder how a dance
teacher uses your materials, but
let me assure you that the
Teaching Tolerance materials
are used!

I am part of an A+ faculty —
Arts Plus Academics — where
arts and academics are taught
integrally. Respect for each oth-
er’s identity and artistic expres-
sion is a core objective in the
arts carriculum. We also used
the posters as part of a school-
wide theme on folktales.

I thank you for your work.

S.P.
Steadman, North Carolina

I've supported the SPLC for
several years. I still remember
the very first letter I received
asking me to help. I was
impressed with the letter and
with the work that was being
done. There was no pressure to
contribute, as with so many
other groups — just an invita-
tion. With each monthly state-
ment from you the most
prominent element is your
gratitude for the financial assis-
tance you are receiving., That
assistance is minuscule in com-
parison with your efforts on
behalf of all of us.

Keep up the great work. I am
proud to be associated with you.
And thanks for the Web site!

C. M.
Parma, Ohio

1 received The Shadow of Hate
teaching packet in the mail
today. It transcends my expecta-
tions! I live and teach in a small
rural northwest Alabama town. I
am planning to gather area edu-
cators, parents, and concerned
citizens together to recommend
to the county school board that
they adopt Teaching Tolerance as
the “character-building” pro-
gram for our students.

I applaud your work and Web
site. I plan to teach Shadow of
Hate in my college-level ethics
class and will encourage the his-
tory department to take it up as
well. Again, many thanks!

JT.
Hamilton, Alabama

Center board member arranges
for donor to meet Henok Seraw

Ninry-three year
old Elizabeth
Bodie is a long-time
supporter of the
Center’s educational
and legal work. One
particular Center
case had an excep-
tional impact on her.

It involved the
1988 murder of an
Ethiopian student,
Mulugeta Seraw, by
neo-Nazi Skinheads
in Portland, Oregon. The Center
filed a civil suit that claimed that
the Skinheads’ attack was the
result of training and indoctrina-
tion by the White Aryan Resis-
tance and its leaders Tom and
John Metzger.

Two years later, a Portland
jury found the Metzgers and
their white supremacist group
liable for the murder and award-
ed $12.5 million in damages to
the Seraw family, which includes
the victim’s then 10-year-old son,

Henok Seraw visits Elizabeth Bodie

Henok. While the Metzgers did
not have $12.5 million, the Cen-
ter has collected about $140,000,
to date, for the Seraw family and
continues to collect funds each
month on the judgment.

The September 1996 SPLC
Report featured an article on
Henok that prompted Mrs. Bod-
ie to write us. “[This issue] tells
me of a very important part [the
Center has] played in the life of
Henok Seraw, the young African
whose father was murdered by

Skinheads. Ever
since I read of that
case years ago, I have
wondered about
Henok. I am so glad
to see his picture
and to know he is
continuing his edu-
cation, there again
with your personal
encouragement and
help,” she wrote.

Members of the
Center’s executive
committee were moved by Mrs.
Bodie’s kind words and her
unwavering support for so many
years, and they arranged a spe-
cial meeting.This past June,
Henok Seraw and Center board
member James McElroy visited
Mrs. Bodie at her home. “Henok
and [ had an inspiring visit with
Mrs. Bodie. Henok was touched
to meet one of the many Center
supporters who stood behind
his family’s struggle for justice,”
said McElroy.

Prison act unconstitutional,
says Center in new lawsuit

T n August, the Center blocked a

move to dismantle a consent
decree that has led to more
humane living conditions for
Alabama’s death row

Brownstein said the ACLU’s
National Prison Project was
instrumental in helping to file
the challenge to the PLRA.

“Pryor said he wants to
eliminate ‘perks’ for prison
inmates, but it seemed clear to
me that he had never seen the

inmates.

Using the controversial
Prison Litigation Reform
Act (PLRA), Alabama’s
attorney general filed a'
motion to terminate the
decree. In order to keep
that and other prison-
related consent decrees in
force, the Center asked a
federal judge to declare the
PLRA unconstitutional.

“The PLRA has the

“Although they must
remain behind prison

walls, they have a

constitutional right to
information about the

outside world.”

inside of a prison,” said
Brownstein. “He’s more
concerned about pro-
tecting state preroga-
tives than federal consti-
tutional rights.”

In a separate action,
staff attorney Ellen
Bowden is challenging
rules that prohibit
inmates from receiving
books, catalogs and
most magazines.

“Refusing to allow

potential to undo years of

work undertaken by prisoner-
rights advocates to ensure that
prisoners are treated fairly,” said
Center senior staff attorney
Rhonda Brownstein, “We need
to do what we can to preserve
the gains we’ve made.”

In July, Brownstein appeared
on a state news show to debate
Alabama attorney general
William Pryor concerning con-
ditions in the state’s prisons and
the continuing need for federal
supervision.

inmates to receive these
reading materials violates their
First Amendment rights,” said
Bowden. “Although they must
remain behind prison walls,
they have a constitutional right
to information about the out-
side world.”
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Alabama church burned after Klan rally

Rev. Joe Lewis Dees, pastor of the burned church, wonders if there was a Klan connection.

oBILE, Ala. — Four of the

five white youths indicted
on August 1 for burning down a
black church in southern Alaba-
ma attended a Ku Klux Klan ral-
ly two days earlier. Baldwin
County prosecutor David Whet-
stone said they were “young peo-
ple agitated by Klansmen.”

The youths are not known to
be Klan members, but Alan
Odom, one of the five who was
indicted, told a reporter that the
Klan rally created an atmosphere
of “black hate.” “They’d just had
the KKK rally, got everybody
worked up over white and
black,” Odom said in an inter-
view before he was charged in
the arson.

In late August, three addition-
al white youths were indicted for
their accessory roles in the fire.

The June 30 burning of St.
Joe Baptist Church in
Little River was the latest
in a rash of church
arsons across the South
that began in 1995. Most
of the arsons were not
found to be racially
motivated, but a federal
task force is looking into
the Alabama case.

The, rally by the
Alabama White Knights
of the Ku Klux Klan in
Tensaw, 10 miles from
Little River, drew about
75 people. During all the

BILL STARLING/MOBILE REGISTER

speeches, shouts of “White Pow-
er” reverberated throughout the
crowd. One speaker said the
future of the Klan lies with chil-
dren. Several speakers made
clear their hatred of blacks,
referring to them as “beasts,” as
well as their dislike of Jews, His-
panics and homosexuals.

The indicted youths who
attended the rally were Odom,
18; Jeremy Boone, 19, who
attended with his father; a rela-
tive, Brandy Boone, 18; and
Michael Paul Woods, 18.

Two days later, the four
teens, along with 21-year-old
Kenneth Cumbie, allegedly
decided to burn an abandoned
car but couldn’t find it. Officials
allege that Brandy Boone yelled,

CHRISTY JERNIGAN/THE BALDWIN TIMES

Klan graffiti was painted on a bridge at Little River in the
days before the Klan rally .

The five white youths charged with the church arson leave the Baldwin County court-
house following a hearing .

“Let’s go burn the nigger church,”
before the group drove to St. Joe.
Rev. Joe Lewis Dees, the pastor
of St. Joe, told reporters he
believed there was a Klan
connection. “I could be
wrong,” he said, “but I
definitely think so.”
Whetstone said inves-
tigators will continue
looking for a criminal
connection between the
Klan, the suspects and the
‘fire. “Something hap-
pened, something was
sparked. We want to
inquire about what that
spark was,” he said.
The youths
indicted under a

were
law

enacted by Congress last year in-
response to the wave of church
burnings. In June, the National
Church Arson Task Force, a joint
effort of the U.S. Treasury and
Justice departments, issued a
one-year anniversary report stat-
ing that evidence does not sup-
port the theory that a nation-
wide conspiracy is behind the
burning of black churches. But
the same report made clear that
racism was involved in many
church burnings, and that mem-
bers and former members of
hate groups were linked to some
of them.

The case against the youths is
expected to be scheduled for tri-
al in October.

Florida explosion exposes secret network

RLANDO, Fla. — In April a

28-year-old telemarketer
sat in a rented storage space near
this resort community, putting
the final touches on 14 pipe
bombs. Todd Vanbiber, officials
say, was connecting three bombs
to a timer when one of them
exploded in his face.

It was a bad day for Vanbiber,
a one-time rock-'n’-roll musi-
cian who now faces sentencing
on explosives charges. But it may
have been a stroke of luck for
authorities.

Thanks to documents found
with Vanbiber, state and federal
agents are investigating his high-
level ties to the National
Alliance, one of America’s lead-
ing neo-Nazi groups. And
they'’re looking into a previously
little-known white supremacist
network that may have secret
cells in a dozen states.

The League of the Silent Sol-
dier, according to the docu-
ments, was building a national
network of teams that apparent-
ly planned to fund itself through
violent crime, forgery, car theft
and fraud.

“We’re looking at this
nationwide,” said Ray Velboom,
an intelligence specialist with
the Florida Department of Law
Enforcement. “The materials
we found indicate the League

had an underground network =
operating in at least 12 states at >
one time.”

It’s not clear what Vanbiber
intended to do with his bombs.
But authorities searching his
storage unit found National
Alliance propaganda, tapes of
speeches by Alliance leader
William Pierce, body armor and
manuals for manufacturing bio-
chemical poisons. They also
found evidence that Vanbiber
was no mere foot soldier. A let-
ter from Pierce invites Vanbiber
to attend an exclusive Leader-
ship Conference hosted by the
National Alliance in 1996.

The Center monitors the
National Alliance through its
Klanwatch project. In 1996, the
Center won a $85,000 judgment
against Pierce himself for his role
in a fraudulent scheme to hide the
assets of another white suprema-
cist group, the Church of the Cre-
ator (COTC), from the estate of
Harold Mansfield, a black sailor
killed by a COTC member.

Alliance members guestioned
Investigators have questioned
five Florida members of the West
Virginia-based National Alliance,
including Tampa leader Victor
Heath. Searches of their homes
turned up weapons, officials say,
but none of the five was arrested.

Vanbiber after blast

Four days before the explo-
sion, Heath and others met pri-
vately with Pierce, who describes
his organization as legal and
nonviolent. Officials don’t know
what transpired at the meeting.

Pierce has been in the lime-
light since revelations that Okla-
homa City bomber Timothy
McVeigh was a devotée of
Pierce’s apocalyptic novel The
Turner Diaries. The book is
highlighted by the bombing of a
federal building that has eerie
similarities to the blast that
killed 168 people in 1995.

It isn’t clear what role the
League of the Silent Soldier may
have in the Vanbiber case or

what, if any, connections it has
to the National Alliance. Officials
don’t know how many adherents
the League has, or if it’s still
active. The latest League docu-
ments found with Vanbiber dat-
ed to 1995.

But documents make clear
that the League, which was
active by 1991, was built as a
network that sees the federal
government as its enemy. A
Dallas “team leader” using the
name Mark Liner sent out a
recruiting letter in 1991. It
described the League as a net-
work for defense of “Aryans...
from the evil that haunts our
land,” and said “sector teams”
existed in eight states (by 1992,
the League had expanded to 12
states). The letter demanded
members use aliases and swear
oaths of silence.

Active in other states

In a 1992 letter, Liner exults
over the addition of a “very
paramilitary” team in Kentucky.
He lists 11 other states in which
the League was active: Arizona,
California, Iowa, Louisiana,
Massachusetts, Missouri, New
Mexico, Pennsylvania, Ten-
nessee, Texas and Utah.

The letters give a sense of
League members, from “hard
core right wing” to others with

expertise in art design and com-
puters. Many have training in
combat, weaponry, sharpshoot-
ing and survival techniques.

In a 1993 letter, Liner wel-
comed Vanbiber into the League.
By then the former heavy-metal
musician had moved from Mis-
souri to Florida. Liner’s letter to
Vanbiber said “the title of Lone
Wolf would fit your roaming
from state to state” and suggest-
ed he might soon work as a
team leader.

Officials also seized a copy
of the League’s manual, which
includes instruction on con-
verting legal guns into illegal
automatics, “legalizing” stolen
cars, forging money orders,
buying military equipment and
explosives and monitoring law
enforcement agencies’ radio
traffic.

The League was active
enough in 1995 to warrant an
Associated Press article reported
from Salt Lake City. The story
described the network as active
throughout the West and said
Utah members were distributing
bomb-making accomplices.

Vanbiber’s arrest has opened
a window onto the League, and
now the Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco and Firearms is lead-
ing a search for his possible
accomplices.
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Plot to attack Army bases thwarted;
militia leader arrested in "Texas

1LLEEN, Tex. — A Kansas
ilitia leader identified by
Klanwatch a year ago as a major
extremist was among seven peo-
ple arrested in July in an alleged
plot to attack U.S. military bases.
Officials say Brad Glover and
another man were seized as they
prepared an armed attack on Ft.
Hood, a huge Army base outside
this central Texas town.

Glover, who called himself
the brigadier general of the
Kansas Militia and commander
of the 1st Kansas Mechanized
Militia, was arrested July 4.
Authorities say he and another
man planned to assault the base
during an Independence Day
open house. Seized with the two
men were suspected explosives,
two rifles, five pistols, 1,600
rounds of ammunition, cannon
fuse, bulletproof vests and a
militia operations manual.

The aim of the men, police
say, was to prevent the United
Nations from taking over the
United States. That is a com-
mon fear among conspiracy-
minded Patriots.

Police said the two men and
five other people arrested in

Coloradoe, Wisconsin and Mis-
souri had attended an April ses-
sion of a militia umbrella group
known as the Third Continental
Congress. Police infiltrated the
meeting, which was attended by
200 people, and zeroed in on the
seven suspects when their talk
turned to violence.

The congress, which held its
first gathering in October 1996,
is an above-ground organization
which has issued public press
releases. But it was attended by
several virulent extremists,
guarded by a local militia group
timed in one instance to coincide
with a national machine gun
shoot, and given to intelligence
gathering:

» The Kansas delegate to at
least one session of the Congress
was Richard Keyes III. In May,
Keyes allegedly kidnaped two
neighbors in Texas, helping spark
a standoff between police and
fellow members of the Republic
of Texas. A companion was killed
in a shootout with police. Keyes
escaped and is now a fugitive.

'+ One session of the congress
was moved to Shelbyville, Ken-
tucky, so members could partici-

pate in the annual machine gun
shoot held in nearby Knob Creek.

* Congress members voted to
gather intelligence on the “ene-
my~ — elements of the govern-
ment — by distributing so-called
SALUTE forms (the acronym is
shorthand for descriptions of the
enemy which users are supposed
to fill in: Size, Activities, Loca-
tion, Unit, Time, Equipment).
The forms are identical to those
promulgated by another nation-
al militia alliance which has
urged that members use them to
gather sensitive information on
security procedures at utilities
and elsewhere.

+ In April, workshops in
sniper tactics, weapons and
communications were held.

Police said all those arrested
had attended the April session of
the congress. In addition to
Glover, 57, they included
Michael Leonard Dorsett, 41,
arrested with Glover in Texas;
Terry and Kevin Hobeck, arrest-
ed in Creede, Colorado; Thomas
and Kimberly Newman of
Wichita, Kansas; and Merlon
“Butch” Lingenfelter, of Mon-
dovi, Wisconsin.

_New Klanwatch project monitors
racism and hate on the Internet

Continued from page 1
ernment restricts use of the
Internet by neo-Nazi groups
(Nazi propaganda has been ille-
gal there since World War II).
But in the United States, any
organization, even those who
define themselves as hate groups,
can sign on with any of dozens
of commercial firms supplying
Internet access for a fee.
Klanwatch’s Youngblood says
he expects increasing numbers
of hate groups to use the Inter-
net to post propaganda and to
communicate with individuals
via electronic mail. Already, he
has built files on a large range of
such groups. Some examples:
The neo-Nazi group known
as Alpha publishes 16 chapters
of Hitler’s autobiographical
Mein Kampf on its Web site.
Alpha also posts anti-Semitic
and racist articles, jokes and ads
for groups organizing “White
Power” gatherings. Recently, it
asked for help finding a game
called “Concentration Camp,”
whose object is to imprison as
many Jews as possible.

The National Alliance, one
of America’s leading neo-Nazi
groups, uses its Web site to post
German language material. Ger-
mans, legally prohibited from
printing Nazi propaganda in
their own country, have easy

access to it through the World
Wide Web.

The Third Constitutional
Congress, a militia umbrella orga-
nization, offers on-line seminars
in intelligence gathering,

. weapons, field operations and tac-

tics. The Congress portrays itself
as a nonviolent constitutionalist
group. But in July, seven of its del-
egates were arrested in an alleged
plot to assault U.S. military bases
on Independence Day.

Other groups on the Web
include the National Socialist
German Workers Party; the
long-time white power group
known as Stormfront; dozens of
Ku Klux Klan splinter groups; the
neo-Nazi Aryan Nations, based in
Hayden Lake, Idaho; militias,
including the Militia of Montana
and the Michigan Militia, and
common-law advocates.

Youths seek hate material

E-mail messages reflect both
admiration and repulsion.

In a message to Alpha, a 19-
year-old related how he tried to
organize a Nazi group when he
was 12 and is now building a
“clean-cut Aryan youth group” to
work “underground and anony-
mous(ly] to spread the word” A
14-year-old asked a white
supremacist group for on-line lit-
erature because his parents had

forbidden him to order it by
mail. Others requested white
supremacist stickers and imita-
tion Third Reich SS uniforms.

But a note to one Klan chapter
from a 14-year girl was different.
“You make me ashamed of my
own race, she said. Another
message to a white supremacist
group read, “If everyone could
work together...to fight crime
(whether white or black), to fight
for economic issues (start boy-
cotting those damn companies
that exploit Third World coun-
tries), to work to rebuild the
shums, this world would be a bet-
ter place”

Recently, some commercial
providers of Internet service
developed policies aimed at
rooting out offensive groups.
But, Youngblood says, such “No
Hate” policies are difficult to
enforce because of free-speech
concerns and the ability of
extremist organizations, rejected
by one on-line service, to shift
to any of dozens of others.

“The problem of hate
speech on the Internet is a dif-
ficult one, and 1 don’t expect to
see it go away any time soon,”
Youngblood said. “That’s why
Klanwatch feels it’s so impor-
tant to monitor these activities.
We need to know what’s hap-
pening in cyberspace.”

Nichols trial begins
September 29

D ENVER — As mass murder-
er Timothy McVeigh sits on
death row, alleged accomplice
Terry Nichols faces his own Sep-
tember 29 trial here on charges
that he helped plan the worst act
of domestic terrorism in U.S.
history. Nichols faces the same
federal murder and conspiracy
charges his Army pal was tried
on and if convicted could get the
death penalty.

Lead prosecutor Larry Mack-
ey will try to prove Nichols
helped build the bomb that
killed 168 people on April 19,
1995. Mackey’s evidence
includes Nichols’ statements to
the FBI, telephone records and
witnesses linking the two men.

Phone records indicate
Nichols and McVeigh called
dozens of companies selling fer-
tilizer, racing fuel and other
explosive components. Also, in a
search of Nichols’ home, officials
found a receipt for ammonium
nitrate fertilizer with McVeigh's
fingerprints on it; along with oth-
er possible bomb components
and anti-government literature.

A Klanwatch investigation
shows Nichols was heavily
involved with extremist anti-
government groups. He
renounced his U.S. citizenship
and became a supporter of
groups known as “common-law
courts,” bogus legal bodies pop-
ular among Patriots.
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Legal interns use summer at Center
to hone their civil-rights law skills

Tamara Serwer said she
turned her father’s vision
for her future into reality last
May when she began a nine-
week internship in the Center’s
legal department.

“I have never learned so much
in such a short period of time,”
Serwer said of her experience.
“When [ was in high school, my
father showed me a copy of a
Center publication. He told me
that if I went to law school, 1
could someday work with an
organization like the SPLC.”

Serwer was one of three legal
interns working at the Center
during the summer.

She graduated cum laude
from Princeton University in
1992 and earned a law degree
from the University of Texas in
Austin and a masters degree
from the Lyndon B. Johnsen
School of Public Affairs. At UT,
Serwer represented abused and
neglected children for the Chil-
dren’s Rights Clinic and volun-
teered with Legal Aid of Cen-
tral Texas.

In September, Serwer began a
clerkship with a federal appeals
court judge in Nashville.

Like Serwer, legal intern Bac-
ardi Jackson also came to the
Center to further her goals of
becoming a civil-rights attorney.
A native of Memphis, Jackson
expects to receive her law degree
from Yale Law School in May
1998.

“My interests in prison
reform, civil rights and econom-
ic justice led me to pursue this
initernship with the Center,”
Jackson said.

Jackson earned a B.A.
in political science
from Stanford Uni-
versity in 1993. At
Yale, she estab-
lished a mentor-
ing program for
teenage girls
and worked
with a prison
project.

The Center’s
third  legal
intern was Dan
Powell of
Tuscaloosa,
Alabama, a cum
laude graduate
of Vanderbilt
University.

Powell received a B.A. in religion
and philosophy in 1991, then
earned a masters in ethics
from the University of Vir-
ginia in 1994. He expects to
receive his degree from the
University of Alabama School
of Law next May.
“Being a native of Alabama,
I have been familiar with and
inspired by the legal work
of the Center,” Powell
said. “I feel very for-
tunate to have the
opportunity to be
involved in public
interest law and
civil rights
issues through
my work with
the Center’s
lawyers.”

Bacardi Jackson (from left), Tamara Serwer and Dan Powell

Center stit opened door‘to women in sheri

Continued from page 1
boy” system into a modern law
enforcement office where educa-
tion and training are emphasized
and everyone is treated equally.
Montgomery lawyer Wayne
Sabel and former Center staff
attorney Abigail van Alstyne rep-
resented Seay and the other
women. Sabel has extensive expe-
rience in sex-discrimination liti-
gation — including a similar case
against the Montgomery Police
Department — and has worked
with the Center on several other
significant cases. Van Alstyne
now practices employment dis-
crimination law in Birmingham.

Promotion procedures implemented

In the old days, the Houston
County sheriff regularly selected
an individual for a promotion

B s

and made sure he received the
special training or certification
needed for the new position
before posting the job
announcement, “Women
deputies were never allowed the
training or special assignments
that would qualify them for
advancement,” Sabel said. “As a
result, less qualified males were
consistently promoted over
females who scored higher on
promotional tests.”

The consent decree ordered
by a federal judge as a result of
the lawsuit required the depart-
ment to hire qualified experts to
develop new hiring, training,
assignment and promotion pro-
cedures which fundamentally
altered its operation. The estab-
lishment and strict enforcement
of a new sexual harassment poli-

—E—

cy was included in the decree,
and the order also required
Houston County to pay substan-
tial monetary awards to the indi-
vidual plaintiffs.

New sheriff cooperated
In addition to the lawsuit,
another significant factor in
bringing the sheriff’s office out
of horse-and-buggy days and
into the 20th century was the
election of Lamar Glover, a 31-
year veteran of the Alabama State
Troopers who hired a former FBI
agent as his operations comman-
der in the sheriff’s department.
After assuming office in January
1098005
Glover
cooperat-
ed with
Sabel in

negotiating a settlement of the
women’s lawsuit.

High standards set

Glover also set high per-
formance standards and
instituted no-nonsense poli-
cies designed to improve the
department’s efficiency and
delivery of service to the
community. As a result, the
department’s resolution of
home burglaries has jumped
from six percent to 55
percent.

“We won't accept substan-
dard performance for any rea-
son,” said Bill Land, the opera-
tions commander. “We strive to
be a competent, professional
law enforcement agency.”

Seay has high compliments
for her new boss and her work-
ing environment. “Everybody
in the department has a fair
and equitable shot,” she said,
“Ive seen a lot of my dream
made a reality since Sheriff
Glover came in and the lawsuit
was settled.”
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The 1997 "Teaching Tolerar

'Teachers take home the lessons they learned

SEATTL[-‘. — As schools open for
a new term, the teachers who
participated in the first Teaching
Tolerance Institute are back in
their own classrooms, beginning
to share the rewards of their rich
Institute experience with their stu-
dents and colleagues.

The 30 K-12 teachers came
from throughout the United States
to the University of Washington’s
Center for Multicultural Educa-
tion here for three weeks of inten-
sive workshops and seminars. The
Institute, co-sponsored by the
Southern Poverty Law Center and
the University, ended August 1. A
special gift from the Jeffry M. and
Barbara Picower Foundation
helped fund the Institute.

Led by top educators from
around the country, the Institute
participants studied the history
and psychology of intolerance.
They learned the principles of
multicultural education and how
to apply them, and they devel-

oped their own new strategies
for incorporating tolerance
themes into the curriculum.

Experience provided insight

“I will walk away from this
experience with valuable insight
about myself as a teacher and as a
participant in our society,” said
one participant in an unsigned
evaluation. “I now have several
concrete examples of lessons [ can
easily implement and a knowledge
of research to back up my voice
that I did not have previously.”

A day at the Institute rarely
ended at 5 p.m. On some days, the
participants returned after dinner
to take part in evening sessions
that ran as late as 10 p.m. Guided
by Institute coordinator Glenda
Valentine, these were designed to
encourage interpersonal dialogue
and self-examination around
issues of diversity. Always intense
and usually emotional, the
evening sessions provided an

opportunity for participants to
explore personal attitudes, opin-
ions, values and
beliefs in a safe
and open atmos-
phere. They also
provided an edu-
cational “labora-
tory” to test some
of the concepts
and theories
about tolerance
and prejudice that
participants were
attempting to
practice in their
classrooms.

KAREN DUGEY

Dr. James Banks

Evening workshops were profound
“The evening workshops led
by Glenda were profound,” said
Kathy Stanley of New York.
“Sometimes the discussions got
really hot. They needed to.
Through those informal, honest
discussions, the academic work
began to make sense. Whoever

was responsible for getting me to
this Institute — thank you!”

Leading the
Institute was Dr.
James A. Banks,
director of the
Center for Mul-
ticultural Educa-
tion and profes-
sor of education
at the University
of Washington
(UW). Dr. Cher-
ry McGee Banks,
an education
professor at UW-
Bothell, assisted.

According to the them, toler-
ance is about respecting the
beliefs of others. They believe
that respecting one another’s
beliefs and cultural differences is
the key to maintaining a success-
ful democracy; diversity and
teaching tolerance are not sim-
ply a trend but a necessity to
American society.

“We are living in an increas-
ingly diverse, pluralistic society,”
James Banks said. “By the year
2050, members of racial and eth-
nic minorities will outnumber
whites in this country.”

Evaluation will continue
University of Washington
education researchers worked
closely with the Institute partici-
pants throughout the program,
and they will continue to evalu-
ate its success as the teachers
implement the lessons they
learned in their respective class-
rooms. The participants each
developed a lesson plan incorpo-
rating the techniques learned at
the Institute. They will videotape
themselves actually teaching the
lessons and will send the tapes
back to the Center for Multicul-
tural Education by January 1. By
June 30, 1998, the participants
will have provided an in-service
Please turn to p. 8, “Teaching Tolerance Institute”
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FRONT ROW: Cheung (from left), Keeney, K. Gallagher, Garcia, Baca, Adamo, Moore, and Lassos. SECOND ROW: Graham, Plexico, R. L. Gallagher, Mann, Koren, UW graduate assistant Tyrone Howard, coordinator Valentine,
and Teaching Tolerance director Jim Carnes. THIRD ROW: Dr. Cherry McGee Banks, Gallagher-Gavula, Institute staffer Michele Ferguson, Deming, Williams, Kelly, Reinhard, UW graduate assistant Lauri Johnson, Rodriguez,
Walker, Stanley and Dr. James Banks. FOURTH ROW: Chatman, Falls and Palmer. Not pictured are Bragg, Crumell, Dominguez, James, Johnson and Schulbaum, who had to leave before the closing ceremony.
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Dr. Cherry McGee Banks gives Institute coordinator Valentine a good-bye hug .

"Teaching Tolerance Institute

Continued from page 7

workshop for their fellow teachers
and will report on the workshops’
results to the Center’s Teaching
Tolerance staff.

“The Institute gave me a sense
of validation in what I've been try-
ing to do alone,” said Joyce Ann
Walker, who teaches at North
Chicago Coemmunity High
School. “Now I can begin to intro-
duce my colleagues to the wealth
of resources and approaches and
ideas I've discovered here”

Meeting the famous

Each of the Institute’s guest
speakers was introduced by an
Institute participant. “This was
a treat for the teachers, who had
the opportunity to have a little
‘one-on-one’ time with the
guest speaker they were intro-
ducing,” said Institute coordina-
tor Valentine.

In some cases, a participant
was able to introduce someone
they had long admired. Terry Gal-
lagher-Gavula, an elementary
teacher from Pennsylvania, was
thrilled and a little nervous at
introducing Vivian Paley, a well-

known early-childhood educator,
“I'felt like a kid meeting her
favorite movie star,” said Gal-
lagher-Gavula. “Wait till the teach-
ers 4t my school hear that T met
Vivian Paley!”

‘True Colors’
“It seems every day brought a
new highlight. On reflection,

even the ‘lowlights’ offered.

opportunities for immense learn-
ing. But one incident that stands
out for me occurred on the final
day after the presentation of the
certificates;” said Valentine.

“Linda Graham, a black
teacher from Massachusetts, and
Noemi Rodriguez, a Puerto
Rican teacher from Wisconsin,
performed an a cappella duet of
a verse from the song “True Col-
ors.” “Many things made this
performance memorable: the
interracial duo, the harmony of
their voices, the relevance of the
words, and the fact that they
sang in perfect unison — in
Spanish. It all brought home the
meaning of crossing barriers
and appreciating differences,”
said Valentine.

Year as research fellow benefits
classroom teachers and Center staff

ince its inception in 1992, the

Teaching Tolerance project has
brought eight exceptional educa-
tors to its Montgomery office for
one-year stays as
research fellows. &
While the project
gains from the
invaluable class-
room perspective
each individual
brings, the fellows
benefit by their
exposure to the lat-
est ideas and
resources in the
field of tolerance
education.

The fellows actively participate
in planning, researching and
developing materials for the
award-winning Teaching Tolerarice
magazine and the video-and-text
packages that are sent free to
schools. They help develop special
projects such as the “One World”
poster set, which has been sent
free to more than 65,000 teachers,
and they represent Teaching Tol-
erance at education conferences,
teacher in-service training and
community functions.

The seven fellows preceding
Sister Claire King, who joined
the project in August (see story
on page 9), brought diverse per-
spectives to the project.

~ Lori Punske (1991-92)
helped founding director Sara
Bullard get the
Teaching Toler- 5]
ance project off
the ground.
Punske who
earned her masters
in education at the
University of Ari-
zona, helped pro-
duce the first issue
of Teaching Toler-
ance magazine and
wrote the teacher’s
guide for the
America’s Civil Rights Movenient
video-and-text kit. She returned
to her position as an English
teacher at Flowing Wells High
School in Tucson.

Joe Hawkins

Ting-Yi Oei

Joseph Hawkins and Carol
Heller were the 1992-93 fellows.

Hawkins took a one-year
leave of absence from his job as
an evaluation spe-
cialist with the
Montgomery
County (Maryland)
Public Schools.
During his 13 years
there, he managed
large-scale research
and evaluation pro-
jects in curriculum
studies and teacher
AU training. Hawkins

researched and

wrote articles for
Teaching Tolerance and reviewed
educational resources for the
“Teaching Tools” section of the
magazine.

Heller had just
completed her doc-
torate in education
at the University of
California at Berke-
ley when she joined
Teaching Tolerance.
Her strong writing
background was
evident in the sev-
eral articles she
contributed to the
magazine. After
completing her tenure, Carol
joined.the education depart-
ment at the University of Illinois
at Chicago.

Gabe Lyon

Houston Rober-
son (1994-95) was
a former high
school  history
teacher and winner
of a Presidential
Teacher Award. In
addition to helping
produce the maga-
zine, Roberson
wrote the teacher’s
guide for The Shad-
ow of Hate teaching
kit, Upon complet-
ing his doctorate in philosphy at
the University of North Caroli-
na at Chapel Hill, he joined the
University of the South in
Sewanee, Tennessee.

Ting-Yi Oei and Gabrielle
Lyon were the 1995-96 fellows.

Oeli, a social studies teacher
for 20 years, earned a master’s
degree at Brown University. He
served as a Peace Corps volun-
teer in Korea and a Fulbright
exchange teacher in Scotland.
Oei wrote several articles for
Teaching Tolerance magazine,
including the EdPress Award-
winning feature on the chal-
lenges Asian American students
face. He returned to his teach-
ing job at South Lakes High
School in Reston, Virginia.

Before her fellowship, Lyon
completed a master’s degree
in history at the University of
Chicago and served as an
assistant teacher at an elemen-
tary school on
Chicago’s South
Side. In addition
to writing for the
magazine, Lyon
researched and
wrote for the
25th anniversary
issue of the Cen-
ter’s SPLC Report.
She is currently
special projects
director for the
Small Schools
Workshop at the University of
Illinois in Chicago.

Rosa Herndndez Sheets
(1996-97) completed her doc-
torate at the University of
Washington, where she studied
with multicultural scholar Dr.
James Banks. In addition to
reviewing educational resources
for “Teaching Tools,” Sheets
provided research commentary
for Starting Small, the book
component of the early child-
hood teaching kit released in
September, She recently joined
the faculty of Washington State
University at Pullman.

Many of the research fellow
alumni continue to contribute
to Teaching Tolerance by speak-
ing about the project at confer-
ences, serving as consultants
and writing for the magazine.

Starting Small kit helps educators teach tolerance to young children

Continued from page 1

The video, produced by
award-winning San Francisco
filmmaker Margie McGovern,
focuses on five equity-education
programs from Seattle to New
Haven. It is designed to promote
staff discussion and personal
reflection on effective ways of
fostering respect for differences.
The softcover book, which
describes the same five class-
rooms plus two others, also
offers research-based commen-
tary on essential themes such as
racial awareness, ability differ-

ences and friendship. A compre-
hensive annotated resource list
recommends the best tolerance-
related resources available to ear-
ly childhood educators.

Contributors to the book
included early childhood master
teacher Vivian Paley, who wrote
the foreword, and Teaching Toler-
ance founding director Sara
Bullard. Teaching Tolerance
research fellow Rosa Hernandez
Sheets researched and wrote
many of the chapter sidebars.

As soon as the Starting Small
book came off the press, it began

to garner praise from early child-
hood educators. The National
Association for the Education of
Young Children (NAEYC) was so
impressed with the book that the
organization ordered 23,500
copies to distribute to a portion
of its 100,000 members. NAEYC
was established in 1926 to lead
efforts to achieve healthy devel-
opment and constructive educa-
tion for all young children.
“When we received a copy
and read Starting Small, we
immediately concluded that it
was important to get it in the

hands of our members,” said Sue
Bredekamp, NAEYC director of
professional development. “The
book speaks so clearly and
directly about messages we
want to promote, and we have
found it extremely difficult to
find excellent manuscripts on
this subject.

“This resource gives teach-
ers important tools for helping
all young children develop
both a positive sense of their
own identity and respect for
other people whose perspective
and experiences may be differ-

ent from their own. By ‘starting
small’ in teaching tolerance,
early childhood teachers can
truly help change the world,”
Bredekemp added.

The Starting Small kit was
made possible by the generous
gifts of the Southern Poverty
Law Center’s 350,000 support-
ers. One copy is available to
each elementary school or
child-care center upon written
request by a principal or direc-
tor. Orders on school letter-
head may be faxed to (334)
264-7310.
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25" Anniversary

Mamie Jackson, director of Mail Operations, celebrated 25 years of continuous employ-
ment with the Center in August. Only co-founders Morris Dees and Joe Levin Jr. have
been with the Center longer.

Information systems manager is
new asset to fundraising department

n July, Ying-Ho

Lam joined the
Center’s fundraising
staff as information
systems manager.
Lam oversees the
Center’s computer
system and assists
the development
office with reports
and analyses. Lam
was born and raised
in Hong Kong and
received with honors
his bachelor’s degree
in  management
information systems
from Auburn Uni-
versity at Mont-
gomery earlier this
year,

As a foreign national, Lam
holds a personal interest in the
Center’s work. “The Law Center
has a reputation for protecting
the civil rights of immigrants.
This is demonstrated by the vic-
torious lawsuit against the White

Ying-Ho Lam

Aryan Resistance for the murder
of an Ethiopian student and our
recently filed litigation to protect
the rights of non-English-
speaking residents. I consider it
an honor to work here and to
help provide information to our
supporters. It is, after all,

through their generosity that the
Center can do its much-needed
work,” he said.

Lynette Green also joined the
fundraising staff as its special
gift coordinator. She worked
previously as secretary in the
Center’s Klanwatch project.

Thanks!

Julie Wolfe’s physical education students say “Thanks” for a Teaching Tolerance grant awarded to their Plattsburg, Missouri, school.
“These kids speak for kids across the country. We appreciate your organization’s dedication to educating youths and providing fund-

ing for intercultural activities,” Wolfe said.

New research fellow joins Teaching Tolerance staff

ister Claire King joined the

Teaching Tolerance staff in
August as the project’s eighth
research fellow. She brings to the
project 14 years of language-arts
teaching experience.

Sister Claire is a member of
the Sisters of Christian Charity,
a Catholic order devoted to edu-
cation at all levels. She earned
her master’s degree in English at
Beaver College in Philadelphia
and for the past two years has
taught at a Catholic alternative
high school in New Jersey. In
her classrooms, she uses litera-
ture and creative writing to
address issues of social justice
and diversity.

In addition to teaching, Sister
Claire has volunteered in the
areas of literacy and prison and
AIDS outreach, and she has
received special training in con-
flict resolution and diversity
issues. She has had articles pub-

Sister Claire King

lished in America magazine and
has made presentations at sever-
al national education confer-
ences.

Sister Claire will provide
research and writing support for
Teaching Tolerance magazine
and special projects during her
year at the Center. “I have a

strong belief in the dignity and
rights of each individual,” she
said, “and am happy to be a
partner in educating for justice
and harmony. I teach in a won-
derfully diverse setting and want
to be able to go back to my
school and make equity issues
real to my students.”
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Year-end gifts of stocks, mutual funds

excellent choices for Center supporters

As the end of the year

approaches, the Center and
its Teaching Tolerance, Klan-
watch and legal programs are
planning for 1998, Year’s end
also is a popular time for chari-
table giving, as Center support-
ers strive to fulfill annual phil-
anthropic goals and analyze
their tax liability for April 15.
Cash gifts are the most com-
mon type of charitable gift, but
there are other ways to help
advance the Center’s work
which may benefit supporters
more than they realize. Gifts of
appreciated assets such as stock
and mutual funds are the per-
fect example. For the past sev-

eral years, the number of such
gifts to the Center has increased
dramatically. Why?

Benefits of giving stock

By donating stock that has
been held for more than 12
months to the Center, support-
ers who itemize their deduc-
tions can enjoy several benefits.

+ Record highs in the stock
market over the past two years
have left many supporters hold-
ing shares of stocks and mutual
funds with tremendous capital
gains. When supporters donate
stock to the Center, they avoid
paying capital gains tax on the
increase in the value of the

Te—

ANOTHER WAY TO SUPPORT THE CENTER

Foundation gifts have become a popular way for
individual supporters and families to strengthen the
Center’s work. Please contact the Center if you are
connected with or know of a foundation that might
be interested in helping to secure justice, fairness and
peace in our national community.

stock. Even with the new, lower
capital gains tax, supporters
can take advantage of tax sav-
ings by avoiding the capital
gains tax.

* Supporters receive a chari-
table deduction for the full fair-
market value of the stock in the
year the gift is made to the Cen-
ter up to 30 percent of their
adjusted gross income. Larger
gifts may provide tax savings for
more than one year.

* Supporters provide the
financial means for the Center’s
important 1998 projects such as
distributing the new Teaching
Tolerance Starting Small kit to
schools throughout the country.

In the example above,
donating appreciated stock
directly to the Center is the
most advantageous method of
giving for supporters. The net
tax savings are higher and the
after-tax cost of the gift is
reduced significantly from
$5,000 to $2,800. If, however,
supporters hold stocks that
have decreased in value, selling
it and using the proceeds to
make a gift to the Center would
be more beneficial. In this case,
loss on their tax returns and
still enjoy the charitable deduc-
tion for the gift.

Life income from stock

Many Center supporters use
stocks to establish life income
gifts with the Center. Examples
of such gifts are charitable gift
annuities, pooled income funds
and charitable trusts. These
types of special gifts provide
lifetime income for supporters
or named beneficiaries and help
safeguard the Center’s future
into the next millennium. In
addition, such gifts may enable
supporters to use low-yielding
assets to produce a larger
income stream and shelter a
portion of that income with the
charitable tax deduction.

For a charitable gift annuity,
supporters must be at least 60
years of age and the minimum
gift amount is $5,000. Rate
increases in March 1997 have
made charitable gift annuities
even more attractive for many
supporters. For pooled-income
fund gifts, $10,000 is the mini-
mum gift amount, and sup-
porters must be 50 years of age
or older. Charitable trusts usu-
ally require gifts of $100,000
because of the set-up and
maintenance costs.

If you would like compli-
mentary calculations and illus-
trations on life income gifts,
simply contact the Center. The
planned giving staff will furnish
customized information to you

Which gift is better for you? Cash or stock?

Outright Outright Stocks Sold
Cash Gift Stock Gift for Cash Gift
$5,000 $5,000 $5,000
N/A $1,000 $1,000
. $1,400 $1,400 $1,400
N/A $800 saved $800 owed
$1,400 $2,200 $600

* This 20 percent rate applies to securities held at least 18 months.

with no obligation. Be sure to
provide your date of birth (or
dates for a joint gift) and the
amount of the gift you are con-
sidering.

Giving mutual fund shares
Many Center supporters par-
ticipate in one or more of the
thousands of mutual funds in
existence today. When donated to
the Center, mutual fund shares
offer supporters benefits similar
to charitable stock gifts. They are
_a convenient vehicle for Center
donors to support the fight
against hate and intolerance.

Each mutual fund company
may have slightly different pro-
cedures for transferring owner-
ship of shares. Simply contact
the mutual fund company or the
Center to facilitate a gift of
mutual fund shares.

The Center’s planned giving
department handles stock and
mutual-fund gifts daily. Whether
supporters hold the stock in
their safekeeping or prefer to
utilize the services of a broker,
contributing stock to further
SPLC’s work to eradicate hate
crime and promote tolerance is

easy.

Step-by-step
ouide to giving

Stock held by broker

1. Contact your broker about
making a gift of stock to the Center.

2. Decide which stock, if you
hold more than one type, and the
number of shares to be trans-
ferred. The easiest and quickest
way to complete a stock gift is
through a “back office transfer.”
To do this, your broker will need
the following information:

The Center’s brokerage account
is with Smith-Barney through the
local Montgomery office of Robin-
son-Humphrey Company. The
Center’s account number is 445-
11583-1-7 and the DTC number is
418,

3. Either you or your broker
should contact the Center inform-
ing SPLC of the gift. This ensures
that the Center properly credits the
gift and promptly acknowledges
the donor.

Stock held by supporter

1. Contact the Center inform-
ing SPLC of the gift.

2. Send the securities by regis-
tered mail to the Center’s planned

giving department.

3. Sign an irrevocable stock
power transferring the securities
to the Center and mail it in a sep-
arate envelope to the Center’s
planned giving department. This
if for your security. If you need a
blank stock power, we'll be happy
to send you one.

Mutual fund shares

1. Decide which mutual fund,
if you invest in more than one, is
the most advantageous from
which to make a charitable gift to
the Center.

2. Contact the mutual fund
company and inform it of your
intent to make a gift of mutual
fund shares to the Center. Con-
firm the type and number of
shares to be transferred.

3. Ask your fund company to
forward to you or the Center forms
that need to be completed.

4. Contact the Center to con-
firm the gift. This ensures that the
Center properly credits the gift
and promptly acknowledges the
donation.
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Theater enthusiast and Center supporter Miles Smith traveled from California to see
the Alabama Shakespeare Festival’s summer productions, Center staff Tawanda Shaw
{left) and Ashley Alred guided him ora tour of the Center on July 16.

G. A. and Lillian Borden, Center supporters since 1981, visited the Center on July 31 on
their way home to Florida.

Memorial at

ach year more than 250,000
Evisitors come to the Center’s
Civil Rights Memorial, making
it one of Alabama’s top tourist
attractions. In the summer
months — when school is out
— the Civil Rights Memorial
draws busloads of students in
addition to the regular stream
of individuals who arrive by car
and on foot.

The memorial, designed by
Maya Lin, commemorates the
achievements of the civil rights
era and honors 40 individuals
who died during that struggle.
Some victims, like Dr. Martin
Luther King, were famous and
can be found in history books.
Others, like Virgil Lamar Ware,
are not so well known. Their
stories are told in the black
granite memorial, and they
serve as a tool to teach today’s
youth about the sacrifices suf-
fered for a movement that
transformed America. The Cen-
ter provides a brochure to visi-
tors that profiles each of the
martyrs.

Many groups came this past
summer. Here’s a look at two:

Partners for the

he Southern Poverty Law Center has established a planned giving |
Future. By participating in Partners for the Future through wills

If you plan to or have already remembered the Center in your will
Center update its records by sending a letter to the

With the goal of eventually freeing
itself from the uncertainties of
fundraising, the Center established a
permanent endowment in 1974. The
Center’s goal is to have an endowment
large enough to sustain its current level
of activities, to fund new projects and
lawsuits as the need arises, and to pro-
tect the Center from inflation. The
Endowment now stands at $87 million, With
your help through Partners for the Future, the Center will
reach its goal of self sufficiency.

Center’s work well into the 21st century.

0 P’m interested in becoming a Partner for the Future.

Please send me information on:
a wills [ Charitable Remainder Trusts
] Securities [ Charitable Lead Trusts O Insurance

the following birthdate(s) and theoretical gift:

(] Charitable Gift Annuities/Fixed Income Option
[ Pooled Income Funds/Variable Income Option

A Way to Help More Than You Thought You Could

donors can extend their support for equality and justice beyond their lifetimes.

address below. £ i —

The Endowment Fund is a “pact with future generations” that will help ensure resources for the

R R R R R R R R R R

O The Center is already included in my will or estate plans. Please enroll me as a Partner for the Future.

[ Retirement Plans

Please send me personalized, confidential calculations on the life income option(s) selected using

Future

program called Partners for the
and other special gifts, Center

or estate plans, please help the

Policies

Date(s) of Birth L,
$— [ Cash O Securities () Cost Basis
Name e 4 E
Address — = ==
City/State/Zip =
O Please contactmeat () T Wy

Mail to: Partners for the Future - The Southern Poverty Law Center - P.0. Box 548

- Montgomery AL 36101-0548

-acts students

Thousands of students visit the Center’s Civil Rights Memorial to learn about sacrifices

made during the civil rights movement.

+ Operation Understanding
D.C. is a nonprofit venture that
takes an interracial group of Afri-
cian American and Jewish stu-
dents on an annual guided tour of
black and Jewish communities
around the country. In July, the
organization brought 11 black
and 11 Jewish teenagers from the
nation’s capital to the Center,
where they visited the memorial
and spent several hours discussing
issues of race with Center staff.

» Three separate groups of
Japanese Junior Ambassadors
visited the memorial in July and
August. This summer marked
the 13th year that the program
has brought students — 5th to
9th graders — to the United
States in an effort to show them
that there is more here than
Disneyworld.They visited the
memorial, along with the Dex-
ter Avenue-King Memorial
Church.
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