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New teaching kit going out
to schools across America

rededication·

interactive map of hate
groups will be countered
with a map of community
resources for fighting hate.
A series of stereotype and
prejudice tests will allow
visitors to assess their own
level of tolerance. Con
stantly -updated news
reports will provide links to
breaking stories of hate
incidents. And "The Good
News" will describe the best
tolerance-related programs
in America.

The Center launched its
current Web site, www.spl
center.org, in March 1997.
The bulk of its content is a
cyber version of the Center's
printed magazines and
handbooks, including the
popular Ten Ways to Fight
Hate: A Community Response
Guide and 101 Toolsfor Tol
erance. Carrier, now heading
Tolerance.org, came to the
Center two years ago, volun
teering his writing skills to
author Ten Ways.

The Center will soon launch
its newest initiative- an
innovatixe, interactive Web
site, Tolerance.org. The ambi
tious project will fight hate
and promote tolerance on
several fronts: It will teach
and entertain; respond to
hate events; prompt citizen
action; encourage personal
soul-searching; and create
communities of tolerance
activists.

"Tolerance.org will be the
foremost national 'well' for
tolerance ideas," said Jim Car
rier, director of the new pro
ject. "It will provide the anti
dote to the venomous hate
sites now- proliferating on the
Internet."

The site will have compo
nents designed specifically
for parents, teachers and
children. It will include an
interactive Civil Rights
Memorial, with biographies
and photographs of martyrs
and the story of the modern
Civil Rights Movement. An

Coming th is spri ng:

Tolerance.org

Award-winning filmmakers
Bobby Houston and Robert
Hudson of Ojai, California, pro
duced the video. Former Teach
ing Tolerance staff member
Maria Fleming - now a free
lance writer in New York 
edited the text and contributed'
several chapters along with oth
er freelancers and historians.
Booker T. Washington Magnet
School teachers Amy Mapp and
Randy Foster of Montgomery
wrote the classroOlp. activities in
the teacher's guide. Picture
Research Consultants, Inc.
acquired archival imagery for the

Please tllrn to p. 7, "Teaching Kit... »

dropped. The arrests came
months after the slaying and
only because one of the four felt
remorse and approached a
detective· who was investigating
an unrelated case. The young
man confessed, and the other
three were arrested and charged.
Lee Cody, the detective who
made the initial contact, discov
ered the sheriff's department
had covered up the murder after

Please tum to p. 3, "Unheralded martyr... »

S~elton Chappell views the Civil Rights Memorial for the first time. He has devoted his life to finding justice and recognition for
hf$-motIIer:

This month, the Center's
Teaching Tolerance pro

gram begins distribution of its
fourth curriculum kit, A Place at
the Table. The new kit is com
posed of a 40-minute video, a
144-page text and a teacher's
guide. A Place at the Table
explores how Americans of
diverse backgrounds and experi
ence have become full partici
pants in our democracy by top
pling ,barriers in education,
transportation, voting, employ
ment, housing and other arenas.

The kit, like the other ,three
d~veloped by the Center, is pro
vided free to educators.

community. She has remained
virtually unknown for nearly 40
years.

A St. Petersburg Times feature
brought Mrs. Chappell's story to
the Center's attention last April, and
Center officials decided to rededi
cate the Memorial in her honor.
"It was the right thing to do,"
said Center president Joe Levin. '

On the Memorial are
inscribed the names of 40 indi
viduals who lost their lives in the

ru for fr m durin
modern civil rights movement
- 1954 to 1968. Between the
first and last entries is a space
that represents civil rights heroes
who died before or after this
period and others - like Mrs.
Chappell - whose stories were
not known when the Memorial
was originally dedicated in 1989.

Four young men were indict
ed in Mrs. Chappell's slaying;
one spent three years in prison
on a manslaughter conviction,
the others had all charges

....... *

The new kit is provided free to educators.

Martyr honored
with Memorial

Johnnie Mae Chappell, a black
woman shot to death 36 years

ago in Jacksonville, Florida, was
recognized on November 18
when the Center rededicated the
Civil Rights Memorial in her
honor and added her name to its
'list of civil rights martyrs. It was
the first public acknowledge
ment of her role in the struggle
for equal rights.

Mrs. Chappell, a 35-year-old
mother of 10 children, was shot
on a road . e 0 the evenin
March 2:3, 1964, as she searched
for a lost wallet. The killing gar
nered only a brief mention in
the next day's newspaper, which
focused instead on "race riots"
occurring then in staunchly seg
regated Jacksonville. Mrs. Chap
pell was not involved in the
racial activity that engulfed the
city. Like many of the martyrs
remembered on the Civil Rights
Memorial, she was killed in a
random act of terror by whites
seeking to intimidate the black
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After the Center's victory in
the Supreme Court, state offi
cials. ended their resistance and
worked with the Center to make
the trooper force a model for the
nation. The case was finally
closed in 1995.

"This was an affirmative
action success story. It was also
an employment discrimination
case where.everyone won:' said
Center legal director Richard

Cohen, who argued its
merits before' the
Supreme Court. "This
case opened OpP9rtu
nities for white as well
as black troopers
because it created a
promotion system
based on merit rather
than favoritism:'

Today, blacks con
stitute over 25 percent

of the trooper force, the highest
in the nation, and they are repre
sented at all ranks.

Paradise did not become a
trooper but went to work for the
city of Montgomery as a firefight
er. He later joined the firefighting
force at the U.S. Department of
Veterans Affairs in Tuskegee,
Alabama, until his death. He was
also a minister in Rice Temple
A.O.H. Church of God.

"Phillip was an extraordinary
person," said Morris Dees, the
Center co-founder who knew
Paradise well. "His name will
forever be a part of the history of

'the civil rights struggle in this
country:'

A two-man crew puts finishing touches on the installation ofa window that spans the
fourth and fifth floors ofthe Center's new building. Its north side is all glass, while its
south side is clad in a brushed s.tainless steel skin. Exterior work on the building is
almost completed, and Center staffexpect to occupy their new quarters in March.

Phillip Paradise, a plaintiff in
one of the Center's most sig

nificant civil rights lawsuits, died
November 4. He was 55.

The Center frIed its pioneer
ing lawsuit, known as the Par
adise case, against the Alabapla
Department of Public Safety in
1972, after Paradise was not
allowed to apply for a state
trooper position. Success came
only after a protracted legal bat
tle. The case is typical
of landmark Center ~

cases that extend over e;
long periods of time
and result in benefits
for years after judg
ment.

Not long after the
case was filed, a federal
judge ordered the state
to hire one black Phillip Paradise

trooper for every white
trooper until blacks made up 25
percent of the trooper force. After

. the ruling, state officials resisted
in every way possible, but Center
attorneys continued to fight on
behalf of the black troopers. Time'
and time again, they took the
state to court.

The case ultimately went to
the U.S. Supreme Court. In 1987,
it upheld an order that one black
trooper be promoted for every
white trooper - as long as qual
ified applicants were available 
until the state developed a fair
way of making promotions. It
was the first time the Supreme
Court approved a race-conscious
promotion plan.

Plaintiff in landmark
state trooper case dies

M.S.
East Meadow, New York

M.R.
Westminster, Colorado

M.P.
Seattle, Washington

I've been using your materials
in my classroom for about five
years and really think they are
great. My students have
responded in a positive way to
the readings I provide them
from Us and Them and to its
companion video, The Shadow of
Hate. Students are often
"shocked" to learn that these
events occurred here in the U.S.
Equally moving are comments
'from students that support those
who stood up for others and said
"no" to wrongs being done.
Thank you.

very much appreciated! I am a
security trainer in the airline
security field and come into con
tact with people from all over
the world. I not only have to
worry about foreign terrorist
groups, now I worry about
domestic ones as well. ... Your
Web site has made my job just
that much easier! So again,
thank you for the wonderful job
you folks are doing, and keep up
the good work.

I recently became a contribu
tor and member. As a principal
and an 8th grade American
Studies teacher, I have found
your work to be a rich source of
information as we consider
whether or not there is "liberty
and justice for all" yet.

Your work is very important
on many levels, but your educa-

. tional materials and activities
are vital for wonderful young
people who liye in worlds of
affluence, safety, resources and
filled with good people. They
truly do not know or under
stand what still exists in our
country

I commend you for the fine
work you are doing. Although
my area is .post-secondary edu
cation, I find Teaching Tolerance
to' be extremely valuable. Ten
Ways to Fight Hate is fabulous!
As an educator, II].y resources are
limited, but you are on the top
of my list of organizations that I
support financially.

!. R.
Seattle, Washington

!. L.
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

I would just like to say thank
you and that the work you do is

I have been authorized by our
group, Community Unity, to say
"Thanks"! Last year, the Ku Klux
Klan held a rally here. Someone
got a copy of your Ten Ways to
Fight Hate, and we used it to
organize a p,eaceful boycott of
the event. We drew up a resolu
tion in support of non-violent
conflict resolution and of respect
for all people. We collected about
2,700 signatures, which were
published in our local paper.

Since that time, our group
has stayed together. We are cur
rently organizing diversity
training and literature for, the
schools, in response to surveys
filled out by the teachers. We
are also planning a Diversity
Fair.

Thank you for your help.
Thank you for being there.

M.A.
Corydon, Indiana

Writer expresses gratitude
for fight against racism
The following letter was addressed to Center chief trial counsel
Morris Dees. It was written by Don McClanahan, a hospital sys
tem marketingdirector who lives in Vacaville, California.

In following your unre- civil rights for all, and for
lenting efforts to eradicate the blacks in particular.
vile elements of racism and I feel that it is import~nt

intolerance in our country, I you know there are many
would like to.express my pro- blacks who understand and
found gratitude and appreci- - deeply appreciate your orga
ation for not only what you nization's efforts, as well as
have accomplished, but also that of the Jewish people.
what you stand for. I am forever hopeful that

As a black man, I'm trou- our collective efforts to
bled by some of the accusa- achieve the liberties and
tions made by a minority of rights granted all Ameri
blacks against the Jewish peo- cans under the Constitu
pIe. It has been evidenced time tion will one day b'ecome a
ansi again that the Jewish peo- reality. Thank you for your
pie, onbalance, have been quite help in moving us closer to
sympathetic and supportive of this ideal.

MAILBOX

I am new to Teaching Toler
ance and the Southern Poverty
Law Center, but am so glad to
have found you. For so long I felt
as if I were fighting hate all alone
in my classroom. It is wonderful
to find a Web site [www.splcen
ter.org] with so much beneficial
information for me to use as I
teach. I finally have a partner 
hurray!

We welcOme lettetS from aU SOuthern Poveny Liw
Center supporters. Sendyoue commeut$: and sug4

gestions to: Editor. SPLC Report;, 400 Washington
Avenue. MontgOmeryALJ6104 or £ax. to (334)~'
8891. AU lette(S are assumed to be intended fot
publication unless otherwise not~.

o 100' Southern PovertY law CenleT, In<. No part
o[ this publication may be transmitted or repro
duced by any means without express written per
mission. All rights reserved. Printed00 ree:yded
paper in the USA.

All photos by PennyWo.ver unless Olherwis< noted
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The Southern Poverty Law Center

is a non-profit organization that
combats hate, intolerance, and
discrimination through education
and litigation. Its programs inclu,de
Teaching Tolerance and the
lnteUigence Project, which
incorporates K1~nwatch and the
Militia Task Force. The Center also
sponsors the Civil Rights
Memorial, which celebrates the
memory of individuals who died

during the Civil Rights Movement.
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~nheralded ~artyr h?n~red Intelligence Briefs
WIth MemorIal rededIcation TRACKING EXTREMIST ACTIVITY

LEMON GROVE, CAL. - ALEXANDER

Curtis, who operates the white
supremacist Nationalist Observ
er Web site, was arrested Novem
ber 9 on charges that he made a
series. of racist threats against
four community leaders, includ
ing a Jewish congressman and a
Latino mayor. He is accused of
targeting these figures and
minorities, in general, through
the Internet, phone calls and with
acts of vandalism in synagogues.

According to prosecutors, an
on-line hate business has netted
Curtis thousands of dollars in
the past few·years. He now faces
three federal counts of conspira
,cy to violate civil rights.

Young neo-Nazi
faces charges

. Jennifer Edwards, vice presi
dent of Silver Lake Motel, said
the decision was made as soon as
the identity of the church
became known. "It's a security
issue for us and a 16ss of busi
ness issue," she said. "It's not
going to happen, not here:'

Vincent Bertollini, who
recently purchased a home for
Butler here and set up the four
Sunday arrangement at the
motel, promised to sue. Bertolli
ni, along with former Silicon
Valley millionaire businessman
Carl Story, is co-founder of a
two-man racist organization
calling itself the 11th Hour Rem
nant Messenger.

Duke investigated
for fraud
MANDEVILLE, LA. - AGENTS from
the FBI, IRS, and the Postal Ser
vice on 'November 16 searched
'the home of David Duke, former
Ku Klux Klan leader and peren
nial racist activist, carting away
some 22 boxes of materials relat
ed to his alleged misappropria
tion of donations. An affidavit
justifying the actions claimed
that Duke sought contributions
to support the programs of his

hit ~ uchas
the National Association for the
Advancement of White People,
.then spent much of the money
- hundreds of thousands of
dollars - on gambling excur
sions.

At the time of the search and
seizure, Duke was in Moscow
touting his new book, The Ulti
mate Supremacism, in which he
describes the role Russia must
play in saving the white race
from Jews. Attempting to raise
his profile in Europe, Duke has
recently met with Russian Duma
Deputy Albert Makashov, French
National Front leader Jean Marie
Le Pen, and Swiss Holocaust
revisionist Juergen Graf.

Klan leader charged
with five felonies

White supremacist
faces death penalty

HAYDEN, IDAHO - A MOTEL

canceled an agreement that
.would have allowed Richard But
ler, leader of the recently defunct
Aryan Nations, to hold services
in a rented conference room.
Butler lost his home and church
in October after the Southern
Poverty Law Center won a $6.3
million judgment against him
and several associates (See relat
ed story this page).

Motel denies c.onference
room for Butler's preaching

LOS AN:GELES. - FEDERAL PROSECU

tors are seeking. the death penal
ty against Buford Furrow, the
former Aryan Nations security
guard who is charged with mur
der in connection with a shoot
ing spree in the summer"of 1999.
The assault wounded several
people at a Jewish community
center and left a Filipino Ameri
can postal worker dead.

Following the crimes, an
Intelligence Project photograph
of Furrow in his Aryan Nations
security uniform first linked him
to the group.

The government plans to call
at least 91 witnesses, including a
dozen or so who can attest to
Furrow's "planning premedita
tion, and racial/religious ani
mus:' and several more who will
coinment on his "future danger
ousness."

The trial is set to begin April
24. Prosecutors estimate that
jury selection in the case will
take two to three weeks and that
they will need four to five weeks
to present their case.

AUBURN, IND. - JEFF BERRY, HEAD

of the American Knights of the
Ku Klux Klan, was arrested at his
home here in November and
charged with five felony counts in
connection with his terrorization
of a television crew in November
1999. After an interview went
sour, Berry refused to allow two
reporters to leave his home with
out first surrendering to him the

. videotapes of the interview. At
one point during the exchange, a
Klansman pumped a shotgun to
ensure compliance.

The Center filed a lawsuit on
behalf of the two reporters, and
obtained a default judgment
against Berry when he failed to
respond to the federal court com
plaint. The court also fined Berry
for "willfully fail [ing] to attend
his deposition:' On October 10, a
hearing to determine damages
was held. Center lawyers expect a
ruling by year-end.

that all of us continue to grow in
our commitment to justice and
equality. I commend the staff
and supporters of the Southern
Poverty Law Center for your
leadership in this endeavor.
Through your education pro
grams, your commitment to
overcoming hatred and intoler
ance, and your sponsorship of
this powerful Memorial, you are
helping us to learn from the hard
lessons of our past so that,
together, we can build One
America - a society where we
can embrace our diversity,
respect our differences,' and unite
around our shareq dreams and
values:' President Clinton said.

After the ceremony was over,
Shelton Chappell spent a few
moments alone at the Memori
al, seeing it fonhe first time. He
ran his hand over the engraved
names of martyrs his mother
now joins. He said a quiet
prayer with tears runni~g down
his cheeks.

"This is my mother's spot.
This is for her:' he s;tid.

of operations:' said Center legal
director Richard Cohen. "This is
a classic case of 'He.can run, but
he can't hide:"

Victoria Keenan and her son,
Jason, were chased and shot at by
Aryan Nations security guards
near the compound in 1998. The
jury ruled that Butler and his
organization were grossly negli
gent in selecting and supervising
the guards and awarded compen-

f satory and punitive damages to
the Keenans.

Butler moved on October 20
from the 'compound into a
$107,500 house in Hayden,
bought by Vince Bertollini, his
friend and fellow racist from
Sandpoint.

October 26, the court denied
Butler's bid for a new trial or
reduction of the verdict. Butler
had earlier agreed to turn over

his property - land,
buildings, printing
presses, computers
and so forth - after
the judge ruled. He
was also to relinquish
the Aryan Nations
name and Web site
address.

Center attorneys
said the bankruptcy
filing only delays the

inevitable transfer to the
Keenans.

"Butler may stall for time, but
in the end, he will lose his base

mother didn't just die on the
side of the road as a nobody,"
said Chappell.

Nearly 200 persons, including
about 80 of Mrs. Chappell's rela
tives, attended the emotional cere
mony. Also present were both for
mer detectives Cody and Coleman
and a representative from Gover
nor Jeb Bush's office. Keynote
speaker was U.S. Magistrate Judge
Vanzetta Penn McPherson.

Shelton Chappell (lef!) and former detective Lee Cody after the'rededication ceremony

President Clinton commends Center
"By rededicating the Civil

Rights Mem.orial in her honor;'
wrote President Bill Clinton for
the occasion, you keep alive the
memory of her sacrifice and
reaffirm the profound truth that
the American spirit is stronger
than the forces of hate.

"In ttUs new century,-with an
entire. generation of voting
Americans who did not witness
firsthand the great civil rights
struggles and victories of the
1960s, it is more important than
ever to remind our nation about
victims of those struggles, so

COEUR D'ALENE, Idaho 
Aryan Nations leader

Richard Butler filed for bank
ruptcy in late October, just days
before he was to sur
render his 20-acre 0

~
compound to Victoria 0

and Jason Keenan. The!
Chapter 7 petition in .~
U.S. Bankruptcy Court
froze transfer of all of
Butler's assets.

The Keenans, rep
resented by a Center
legal team, won a $6.3 RichardButier

million jury award on
September 7, and Butler faced
surrender of his home and com
pound to satisfy his $5.8 million
share of that judgment. On

Butler's bankruptcy petition
•

postpones property seIzure

Continued from page 1

an initial investigation at the
scene of the crime. He found the
case file hidden underneath a
desk chair floor mat. Cody and
his partner, Donald Coleman,

,were later fired for their attempts
to expose the sheriff's depart
ment's burying the case. Cody
has spent much of his life futilely
asking local, state and federal
authorities to investigate his evi
dence of a coverup.

Mrs. Chappell spent her days
cleaning the homes of whites,
but her passion was rearing her
children. The night she died, she
had walked to a neighborhood
store to buy ice cream for the
family's dessert. Her husband
worked two jobs to support the
family, and when his wife died,
state social workers decided he
was unable to adequately care
for all of his children. The family
was shattered, and the children
placed in foster homes. The
youngest, Shelton Chappell, was
only four months old when his
mother died. Now an electrician
living in Miami, he has spent his
life questioning what happened
to his mother and why his fanlliy
was ripped apart:. Most of his
siblings never knew the truth
about who killed her and what
happened to the killers.

Four years ago, Chappell took
leave from work to search for
answers in Jacksonville. Eventu
ally, he and Cody met, and the
two of them continued trying to
push for recognition and action.

"The ceremony was heart felt
and a life-changing experience,"
he said. "We finally got to put my
mother to rest. It's been a lifelong
journey, and we're finally getting
the recognition ·we wanted. My
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ruptcy, contracts and enforcing
judgments.

"Ro is a rare individual,"
said Cent~r legal director
Richard Cohen. "He gave up an
incredibly lucrative career at a
major firm to take a fellowship
here. Most people would not

have traded that
security to follow
their dreams."

Nepal received a
law degree in 1997
from New York
University School of
Law. He was editor of
the school's Journal
of International Law
and Politics and an
advocate with the

Battered Women's Project. He
also taught a seminar on
religion and the Supreme
Court, mentored high school
teens, and was a member of the
South Asian Law Students
Association.

While pursuing an under
graduate degree from Hamilton
College, he was inducted into
seveniJ. honor societies, includ
ing Phi Beta Kappa, Phi Alpha
Theta National History Honor
Society and Pi Sigma Alpha
National Political Science Hon
or Society. He also served as
vice-president and secretary for
the Root-Jessup Public Affairs
Society and as publicity direc
tor for the Utica Tutorials Pro
gram. He graduated magna
cum laude in 1994 with a degree
in government. A year later, he
sp'ent a summer in Massawa,
Eritrea, an African country on
the northern border of
'Ethiopia, advising the Ministry
of Marine Resource about
international environmental
law and treaties. ,

Board members tour new buiJding

The Center's new law fellow,
Rohit Nepal, began a two

year fellowship in October and is
already making important con
tributions to the Center's litiga
tion projects.

Working closely with staff
attorneys Pete Tepley and Rhon
da Brownstein, Nepal's
work includes helping
collect a judgment
against Aryan Nations
leader Richard Butler,
pursuing a damages
case against Klan
leader Jeff Berry, and
helping to preserve the
Center's successful
challenge of Alabama's Rohit Nepal

English-only driving
test. That task involves research
ing arguments for a brief filed
with the U.S. Supreme Court
and helping prepare for a hear
ing in January.

Nepal's other assignments
include investigating other
potential lawsuits and writing
the "Legal Briefs" section of the
Center's Intelligence Report.

Experienced law fellow
I

helps Center legal staff
with litigation, research

Center is choice for civil rights work
"I have always wanted to do

civil rights work, and I cannot
imagine a better place to begin

. than here;' Nepal stated. "1 look
forward to learning a great deal
and contributing all that 1 can to
the Center's work:'

Nepal brings a variety of legal
experiences to the civil rights
filed. As an associate with the
New York firm Kirkpatrick &
Lockhart, LLP, Nepal worked on
cases concerning securities regu
lation, civil RICO, trade secrets
and franchise law. At Anderson
Kill & Glick, P.c., another New
York firm, Nepal worked on cas
es relating to insurance, bank-

. Center co-founder and president Joe Levin points out features in the Center's new
building during a tour for Center board members Jim McElroy (from left), Pat Clark
and Howard MandelL The tour followed a regular board meeting held on December 1.
Construction on the six-story building, located across the street from the Center's cur
rent office, began in late 1999. Center staff,'now scattered in three different facilities,
expect to move in their new space in March.

rights ca~es. Statistical and his
toricaJ reports prepared by the
project will be used to prove
racially polarized voting, the past
history' of discrimination and
other facts required by the
courts.

Center lawyers will also co
counsel with other voting rights
attorneys to challenge unconsti
tutional districts and defend the
victories minority voters have
won in the past.

Zaki is a former voting rights
attorney with the American Civil
Liberties Union's southern
regional office in Atlanta and the
Lawyers' Committee for Civil
Rights Under Law in Washing
ton D.C. She joined the Center's
legal staff in July.

"Joining forces strategically
will help us gain ground in our
struggle to ensU!e equal access to
the political process anq equal
opportunities for minorities to
elect representatives of their'
choice;' said Center legal direc
toe Richard Cohen. "Maha is an
experienced, committed and
passionate voting rights litigator,
and we are fortunate to have her
leading this important effort:'

Born in Egypt and raised in
Georgia, Zaki graduated magna
cum laude from Georgia State
University in 1984 and received
her law degree in 1988 from
Georgetown University Law
Center. Before joining the ACLU,
she was an attorney with the
Atlanta firms Long, Aldridge &
Norman and Kutak Rock.

Rosa Parks Museum dedicated
Dozens ofprominent civil rights activist, including Center chieftrial counsel Morris
Dees, were on handfor the December 1 dedication ofthe new Rosa Parks Library and
Museum in downtown Montgomery. Participating in the ceremony was troubadour
Larry Long (top photo, far right), who is collaborating with the Center on a new CD of
children's songs celebrating diversity, peacemaking and respect. He led a chorus ofchil
dren from three rural Alabama communities. A young well-wisher (rightj shakes hands'
with Mrs. Parks at the ceremony's closing, Mrs. 'Par~ and Dees co-chair the National
Campaign for Toleram:e.

prevent the creation of majority
minority districts, we are in a
unique position to influence the
outcome in the deep South;' said
Maha Zaki, a nationally recog
nized voting rights lawyer
recently hired by the Center to
head its new legal initiative.
"Our primary objective will be
to further real representative
democracy and real equal pro
tecti6n oflaw:'

Project will educate voters
Tentatively called the Democ

racy Project, the new initiative
will educate voters about die

,redistricting process, provide
factual evidence to create racially
fair districts, and lay the ground
work to litigate complex voting

Maha Zaki will direct the research and litigation efforts ofthe Center's new voting
rights initiative.

T'he Center recently launched
a new project to help

JIlinority voters participate effec- ,
tively in one of the most impor
tant political processes of the
new millennium.

That process is red~stricting,

the redrawing of district lines
from which all local, state and
congressional' representatives
will be elected for the next 10

ears. With the u comin release
o the 2000 census on April 1,
the "political power brawl" is
expected to heat up as elected
officials maneuver to protect
their districts.

"Although we are facing an
unusually large numper of
obstacles in this 2000 round of
redistricting, including efforts'to

Democracy Project to help
in·redistricting• ••

1ll1nOfltIes
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Parents become active in school
A third component encour

aged parents and the extended
family to become active in .their
child's schooL Too often, the lan
guage barrier causes parents to
avoid coming to the school site.
Dr. Hearn and her colleagues
realized that to involve parents
you must first gain their trust.

"Home visits were vital to the
success of a program with LEP
families. Staffensured participation
by inviting parents and grandpar
ents to demonstrate a craft idea,
share a folktale or prepare a native
food fr?m their own culture. This
had a direct and immediate stu
dent impact on the errtire class.

"Learning about other cultures
through literature and art has
been successful for my classes;'
says Dr. Hearn. "I want all stu
dents in our school system to
understand that different customs
and traditions provide an enrich
ment that is priceless. A good
book is a bridge that connects
people ofall cultures and beliefs:'

In addition to the Teaching Tol
erance grant, the district was sup
ported by Partners-in-Education
who provided volunteers to read to
students and serve as tutors.
Carolyn Tomlin is a teacher and
grant writer for the Jackson
Madison County School System in
Jackson, Tennessee.

itage make a difference;' says Dr.
Hearn. "The parents are so excit
ed when they can read to their
children. The children receive
help with homework and par
ents are more involved in their
child's schooL When programs
involve the child, home and
school- everyone benefits:'

The second component
included field trips to local art
galleries, museums and build
ings of architectural interest. By
viewing art that shows a diversi
ty of architectural design, stu
dents appreciated their own and
other's differences.

Project provides books for students
The first component of the

project involved·purchasing litera
ture books featuring stories from
many countries. All students in .
the school are permitted to check
out the books from the library.
This comprehensive program
ensures widespread and contin
ued use for grades K-5 as well as
LEP students and families. The
books may be the only priJ;)ted
materials available in some homes
as newspapers, books and litera
ture focusing on their cultural
heritage are often not available.

"I know books in the home
focusing on their cultural her-

BY CAROLYN ROSS TOMLIN

Martyr's sister visits Memorial

JACKSON, Tenn. - Educators
in the Jackson-Madison

County School System here face
the challenge of teaching an
increasingly diverse student
population that includes 26 dif
ferent languages and dialects. Of
the 13,689 students enrolled, 51.2
percent are African American,
47,6 percent are white and 1.2
percent Asian, His_panic and
American Indian. Approximately
174 students are limited English
proficient (LEP).

Recently, teachers in Jackson
asked for more programs to
develop or expand reading pro
jects that'improve literacy in LEP
students. In addition, educators
were looking for more opportu
nities to teach an appreciation of
cultural differences. With the help
of a grant from Teaching Toler
ance, educators found innovative
ways to accomplish both goals.

At Andrew Jackson Elemen
tary, teachers developed a pro
gram called Teaching Diversity
Through Literature and Art,
which not only helped enrich
cultural understanding of all
students, but also expanded the
involvement of non-English
speaking families in their chil
dren's education.

Vada Edwards Smith reviews the Center's revised Civil Rights Memorial brochure on a
recent visit to the MemoriaL Her brother, WiUie Edwards Jr., is included in the Center's
list ofcivil rights martyrs, Edwards, a Montgomery truck driver, was on his way to
work January 23,1957, when he was stopped by four Klansmen. They forced him to
jump offa bridge into the Alabama River. Edwards' body was found three months later.

Teaching Tolerance grant
helps Tennessee teachers

explores several examples of the
development of freedom in Asia.

"American stu
dents should be
interested to learn
th,at there are other
in terpreta tions of
democracy than the
more familiar legal,
institutional models
in the West," said
Pon, "By learning
about what other cul
tures value - such

as civic respo,nsiblity stemming
from Buddhism - and their
history, our students can
become better citiz.ens and bet
ter world participants."

the care of inadequately trained
and, sometimes, under-qualified
staff. Instead of coun~eling,

therapy, and organized
activities, they were simply med
icated and banished to isolation
cells for long periods - some
times years.

The case came within days
of trial late last summer when
the state, faced with the Cen
ter's overwhelming evidence of

unconstitutional
conditions, conced
ed and agreed to
vastly improve the
system for providing
mental health care
throughout the state
prison system.
Attorneys for both
sides signed a settle
ment agreement in
Bradley vs. Haley on

September 28, 2000. ,
''After eight years of litigation

and countless hours of needless
pain and suffering, there is hope
for these severely mentally ill
inmates;' said Brownstein.

The settlement requires the
state to provide 75 more men
tal health professionals (an
increase of 300 percent), open
a new 80-bed mental health
unit, and provide more effec
tive treatments for the inmates,

. including group activities and
therapy. The plan also calls for
adequate training for prison
staff working in the mental
health units, routine monitor
ing of mentally ill inmates and
opportunities for them to
interact with others when they
are able.

Alabama has about 2,000
severely mentally ill inmates.
Nationwide, more than 16 per
cent of prison inmates suffer
from serious mental illness.

ness.
In September

1999, the. #Center
assumed a more
active role in repre
senting Bradley and
the other mentally ill
inmates. Senior attor
ney Rhonda Brown

stein worked with mental health
experts to convincingly docu
ment the conditions, and she
and other members of the Cen
ter legal team spent months
compiling compelling evidence
for a trial.

"Inmates with serious men
tal illness were'locked-down
under primitive conditions, and,
if thought suicidal, stripped and
made to sleep on the floor on a
thin plastic mat;' Drs. Jane Had
dad and Katherine Burns
reported to the federal court. In
addition, inmates were left in

rections that their system for
treating acutely and seriously

mentally ill inmates
was fatally flawed,"
wrote the judge, "no
significant steps were
taken to remedy the
problem:'

The state appealed
the magistrate's rul
ing, and Alabama's
severely mentally ill
inmates
continued

to suffer under Alaba
ma's inadequate and
unconstitutional sys
tem of care. They
endured horrific con
ditions - sometimes
ignored, other times
punished for cutting
themselves, swallow-Dr. Jane Haddad

ing razor
blades and acting out
\because of their ill-

education with other disciplines
will stimulate new ideas in our
work:'

In addition to pro
viding writing and
research support for
Teaching Tolerance mag
azine and other educa
tional materials, Pon

, will work to promote
greater interest in inter
national perspectives.

"In an era of global Cynthia Pon

exchanges;' she says, "I
think it is important to look beyond
one's national boundaries for
lessons of diversity and tolerance:'

To that end, Cynthia is cur
rently working on an article that

Last August, Teaching Toler
ance welcomed its new

research fellow, Cynthia Pon. A
native of Hong Kong, Pon
received her doctoral degree'in
comparative literature at the
University of Michigan in 1994.
She came to Montgomery from
Chatham College in Pittsburgh,
where she was an assistant pro
fessor of English. In her courses,
she specialized in fusing two of
her main interests: literature and
multiculturalism.

"Cynthia is our first research
fellow who has taught at the col
lege level, "said Teaching Toler
ance director Jim Carnes. "Her
experience in uniting tolerance

Teaching fellow looks beyond
borders for new tolerance ideas

Center wins agreement
to· help mentally ill inmates
BESSEMER, Ala. - Prison

inmate Thomas Bradley, 39,
was diagnosed as para
noid schizophrenic at
age 17. Incarcerated fo
years later, he suffers
from paranoid delu
sions, hallucinations
and severe emotional
turmoil. At times, he is
muk and unrespon
sive; other times, he is
aggressive and delu- Rhonda Brownstein

sional. Doctors believe
he will "cycle" in and out of
acute states of distress through
out the remainder of his life.

For years, he has languished
in a state prison here, locked in a
cell 22 hours a day and denied
the medical care that he desper
ately needs. Within months of
his initial incarceration, he
dropped 110 pounds
and became unable to
stand or walk without
assistance.

Only now, after 12
years behind bars, will
Bradley - thanks to a

- Center lawsuit - get
the appropriate care
he needs.

The litigation path Dr, Katherine Burns

was a long one. In
1992, a class action was filed in
federal court on behalf of
Bradley and all other seriously
mentally ill Alabama inmates.
The Center supported the case,
a.nd its attorneys shared their
expertise and served "as coun
sel." A federal magistrate con
cluded in 1997 that state officials
had 'failed to deliver adequate
mental health services to
inmates, even though they knew
that the services were grossly
inadequate.

"Despite the obvious warn
ings to the Department of Cor-
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place of opening night gift
exchanges has been a custom
among the actors for several
years. In the past, the charity
chosen by the actors has been
Broadvvay Cares/Equity Fights
Aids. Currier suggested that a'
similar tradition be established
for the Center vvhenever the

la addresses

set up the gift annuity:'
The Center vvelcomes

inquiries from supporters like
Barbara Dell vvho are interested
in providing for the Center in
their vvills or through other forms
of planned giving. See the box on
page 8 for more information..

$690 to be used for general sup
port of the Center's work.

Currier also noted that, coinci
dentally, the nevvs of the Center's
victory against the Aryan Nations
appeared in The Washington Post
the day before the play opened.
--~'-'-'..as entirely appropriate

The su rier.
bution to a vvort

Play director ¥olly Smith (left) ant!ClJSt o["The Great White HC!pe" applaud Center's work.

Center "Pa'Ttner" Barbara Dell and Center co-founderMorris Dees

tern, set up a charitable gift
annuity to support the Center's
general program activities.

"I considered vvaiting and
leaving funds for the Center in
my vvill;' Dell said. "But, because I
figured you all could use the
money novv, I decided instead to

Continued from page 1

book. Standard Deluxe of
Waverly, Alabama, provided
artwork for the kit.

"A Place at the Table vvill help
expand students' definition and
understanding ofvvhat 'civil rights'
means;' said Teaching Tolerance
director Jim Carnes. .

The video uses historical
photos and archival and contem
porary film footage to tell th~

story of the nation's struggle to
ensure liberty and justice for all.

New teaching kit going out to schools
One major element sets this individual or group vvho st~od up

. video apart from most historical to intolerance and eXcl~sl: or
documentaries: It is narrated reached out on behalf 0 0 ers.
entirely by young people, vvho The book is intended for use.as a
share vvith each other and the supplement to tlIe standard histo-

. h . f their fami- ry civics or literature textbook, orVlevver t e stones 0 ......' ,

lies' experiences in that ongoing as a separate text for teachmg. f A
stru Ie _ from the survival of The video compon.ent 0

slav;;y and cultural genocide' to Place at the Table pr~ffile~ed ~t ~
th hallenge of finding a place November film festIval m ?Jal,
. etoCday's pluralistic society. vvhere it received a sustamed
In . "I t momentThe 'book component explores ovatron, t vv~s a grea .
.l..is history in greater deptlI. Each and a real thrill t~ see the audl-
Ul , ." d Carnesof tlIe 12 chapters focuses on an ence s reactIOn, sal .

WASHINGTON, D. C. - The
Center recently received a

generous contribution from the
29-member cast of "The Great
White Hope;' performed on the
renovvned Arena Stage here from
August 25-0ctober 15.

::rhi 1%9 epic by Howard
'Sadder deals with American race
relations and is based on tlIe life
of boxer Jack Johnson, crovvned
the first black Heavyvveight
Champion of the World in 1908.
In place of traditional opening
night gift exchanges, the cast
thought it fitting to send a con
tribution to the Center.

Longtime Center supporter
Terrence Currier, once a mem
ber of the Arena's novv disband
ed resident company, per
formed in the play and
persuaded his fellovv cast mem
bers to make the contribution.
priate ink of a more appro-
tive voice in the our collec-
otry, intolerance and r ___.
Currier told cast members.

With enthusiastic approval,
the cast collectively- donated

·'Partner for the Future' visits Center
Longtime Center supporter

and "Partner for the Future"
Barbara Dell and her friend,
Wilbur Davison, vvho is also a
Center supporter, recently visit
ed the Center.

"Partners" are dedicated
suppporters vvho include the
Center in their estate plans or
make a planned gift.

Traveling from ~aryland to
vievv fall f,9liage and scenery in'
Asheville, North Carolina, Dell
and Davison drove on to ~ont

gomery to visit the Civil Rights
~emorial and discuss plans for
setting up a charitable gift annuity.

"It has been a long time dream
of mine to see the Center;' Dell
said. ''I've seen it [the Center] in
pictures, but I am 'Very happy to
finally be able to see it in person
'and meet some of tlIe people here
vvho have helped accomplish so
many vvonderful things:'

j Dell, a retired librarian vvith
30 years of service in the Wash
ington, D.C:, public library sys-

i Play's cast forgoes gifts, donates to Center

~dredG. Painter
Eleanore Pepe
AJice D. Pierson
Elizabeth J. Prideaux
Norton S. Putter
Dorothy S. Redden
Elizabeth C. Reiter
~argret & HansA. Rey
Elizabeth Ridgvvay
Louis J. Rosenbaum
Ramona Roth

ed R. Sabath
Ruth er Schwarz ~.D.
CarolN.
Elizabeth C. Sc
~erton Sealts
Edvvin R. Shapiro
Lucille E. Sibley
Louis J. Stallone
Harold Walter Steiner
Rose C. Stern
Sydell ~. Stone
Gilda F. Strazzula
Janet Surdam
Abraham Sussis
Jean Stevvart Tattersall
Frieda Tausner
Leonard Temko
Sarah Tietze
Julia Totten

. Herbert Trackman
~arion ~. Tully
Gerald Van Rossum
Fredericka 1. Vo~sler
Wanda~.Wade
Donna R. Waterman
Diane G. White
~ary B. Wolman
Nancy C. Wood
Jane Yarb rough

~argaretAJsvvorth

~ollie August
Juliette N. Begin
Fabienne Lloyd Benedict
Walter G. Bergman
Frances W. Bigelovv
Rose W. Blumberg
Irene E. Boothe
Schroeder Boulton
Arthur P. Butler
Jean Evans Copp
John T. Cornethan
~arianCoulbourn
James W. Covven
Joe Davidson
Vivian J. Davidson
~arieW..& Clarence E.

Dickey
Beatrice H. Fairing
Blanche Sylvia Feit
Eva Friedlander
Hert&a Hannah Gerlitz
Stanley Geschvvind
Alice F. Havvkins
Linda Joan Hodes
Robert James Hosley
Jean and Grant Hovvard
June Hunzinger
Lola K. Isroff
Rosalie S. Kane
Winston King
Luella G. Koether
Helen deForest Lee
~ary F. Lerner
Bette Lu Leroy
Stanley Levine
Helene K. ~arer
Ronald Nicar
RuthNorr
~argaret~. C.

O'Shaughnessy.

Rock CD benefits Center
Intelligence Project writerJohn Iye (left) and designer Valerie Downes represented the
Center at a special concert in Atlanta on October 28 to kick offthe release of"Walk .
Unafraid," a new benefit CD produced by Atlanta radio station 99X. Money raised
from sales ofthe CD will be split between the Center and the Georgia Equality Project.
Disc jockey Chris Williams (right) coordinates the station's fund raising effort. Patrick
Monahan (center right) is lead singer ofTrain, one ofthe groups performing at the con
cert and featured on the CD, which also contains a digital version ofthe Center's Ten .
Ways to Fight Hate. The CD's titletrack is by the popular group R.E.M., and its lead
singer, Michael Stipe, handpicked.the beneficiaries.

T,he Southern Poverty 'Law Center'pays
tribute to the memory of its deceased
supporters listed below and gratefully
acknowledges their including the Center in
their wills and other planned gifts. This list
indudes bequests received from October 1,

i-=--I---1999, through October 31, JOOO. .
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Verdict against Aryan Nations prompts outpouring of congratulations
~e Center's legal victory against received Aryan Nations hate state of the cancer of hatred can be transferred to Swedish the employees of the Center are

Richard Butler and the Aryan mail and seen it strewn in our brought to us by Richard Butler. legal conditions so that we can some of those people. I know
Nations in September prompted indi- public school's parking lot. God bless you and keep up the rid our country of similar hate you are risking your lives doing
viduals throughout the country - Thank you so much for your good work. groups. this, and you have my utmost
and some overseas, as well - to offer dedication.}t paid off big time K.R. I.H. respect and my prayers for your
congratulations and thanks to chief today. With much gratitude. Boise, Idaho Sweden safety. I will alsl? be mailing a

"trial counsel Morris Dees and his M.N. contribution to help wherever
legal team. The jury's verdict motivat- Spokane, Washington I want to extend my most sin-' As a long-time supporter of needed. God bless you!
ed many to go to the Center's Web site cere congratulations,on winning the Center, I am very proud of I. C.
(www.splcenter.org) and use its Com- I want to thallk and congratu- the case against Richard Butler your litigation efforts in north- Spokane, Washington
.ment Form to immediately share their late you all on your recent suc- and the Aryan Nations. Please be ern Idaho against Mr. Butler and
thoughts. A sampling of those mes- cess with the case against the aware that there are many, many his organizatio~. Thank you to Just wanted to take a moment
sages are reprinted here. Aryan Nations. I usually do not of us - just regular "we the peo- him and his litigation team and to say congratulations to all you

contribute to causes, but for pIe" types - out here who appre- to all the good folks who work fine folks at the Center on the
Just a quick note to say how some reason, this case inspired ciate all your hard work' and good so tirelessly in the background to Aryan Nations court outcome.-I

unbelievably proud I am of the me to do so. Please keep up the deeds. You are not unnoticed in improve our imperfect democra- am so proud of the work you do
work you do and how gl~d I am fight. You speak for those who all your fight against these racists cy. and to be a Center supporter.
to have been a supporter these too often cannot, or are too and haters, and we thank you so D.O. Your work helps me feel less
last few years. I will certainly be intimidated, or do not know how very much. You deserve to be Palm Coast, Florida powerless against the forces of
continuing that support. The lat- to defend their dignity and basic immensely proud of this'victory. evil amongst us all. God bless
est legal victory supports my rights. Supporting your efforts From all I have read about those I can't thank you enough! I've and protect!
view that, however long it may and successes allows those of us people, they have been a scourge been a resident of Spokane (20 M. w: B.
take to persevere, the law is our . who are, maybe, a bit of afraid of on that community, and no one minutes from Coeur d'j\]ene) for Grandsburg, Illinois
greatest ally in the fight for jus- speaking out to find a voice. has been able to budge them until 14 years, and the presence of the
tice. Thank you to all your hard- D.R. now. I thank you and your hard- Aryans has sickened and embar- I live outside Spokane. Never
working staff.

>
Durham, North Carolina working staff. rassed me. I never believed there have I been so proud of my

1.R. P.W: was anything that could be done SPLC membership card. I got it
Northhampton, Massachusetts Congratulations to you on Carmel, California that would effectively shut them out to impress my students' and

your victory over the Aryan down. You have done just that! my own children. Way to go.
Bravo! I live in Spokane, . Nations. As a lifetime Idaho resi-' Congratulations on your lat- There are a handful of people Your work is so important!

Washington, just across the bor- dent, I cannot express enough est success in the Keenan case. I in this world that truly make a 1.M.
der from Coeur d'Alene.. I've 'my 'appreciation for ridding our hope that your litigation method difference.·Morris Dees and all Cheney, Washington

Leave a legacy through
Partners for the Eutu[e~~I'_
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IN MEMORIAM

James B~onM3frshall (1922-2000)

James Paxton Marshall, a was also instrumental in
loyal supporter of the Cen- developing Virginia's proce

!~i si'il~S:~.die1lat h~ dure,sJor taxing agricultural
nome 1 rosp\}ct, Kentucky, n lands and in9~stablisliingorga
on June 16,2000. nizations to allow effective

Born on July 31, 1922, Mar- citizen input in shaping the
shall was raised in Maysville, water guality p'olicy in
"Kentucky:. He ~ Chescweake Bay.
~ceiveJ1lIs b~ch;~' Th. aa,Oit'Qll., he
elor's degree in a eader in
agricultural eco- analyzing and
nomics from the shaping nation-
University. of al policies for

""1<entuckx and llis peanuts and
master's and doc- tobacco. .-#

torate degrees The Virginia
from M,ir-l-:o<lD Rural-Leader-
S+~' J.I1VerSlty. ship I)evelop'-

~ ,ff"\For )T~year~.<\ _ - .,,", .. ment1f'Program
Marshall-served as a professor and the "Virginia Assemblies:'
and a public-policy specialist which brough.t citizens togeth
for the Virginia Cooperative er to discuss critical public
Extension at Virginia Poly- policy issues, are direct results
~~'rc?nh:>:lnstitute and'State ;' of Marshall's efforts' to devel:..
IJmverstty at .Blacksburg.' 'op and encourage citizen lead
Throughout hIS career, he ershipin-rural communities
he.lp~d shape citizen leader- Marshall was described by
ship III rural areas and influ- his family and colleagues as a

! en~ed .ma?y.a~eas of 'Rublic man pi honesty; integrity and
yo~cyui*v'lrguua. compassion. "He was a fighter

Pr?fessor Marshall was an against all forms of hate and
exceptIOnally gifted Extension injustice:' said his wife, Shirley
educator who personally stimu- Moser Marshall. She said his
la~ed many chang~ t1lat con~- public policY,work inspired
u~ ~o"aff~ct the CItizens of Vlt- his support for the center. "He
gIllIa, ~d Les Myers, head of truly believed in the Center's
the state s Department of Agri- goals;' she said.
culture and Applied Economics. As a tribute to Marshall's

Marshall :was responsible legacy of compassion and ser
for developmg a statewide vice, the Center has received gifts
program o~ land-use policy in his memory from friends and
and planmng problems. He family members.

Mail to: Partners for the Fijture· The Southern Poverty Law Center. P.O. Box 548. Montgomery AL 36101-0548

Dedicated supporters of the Southern Poverty Law Center who include the Center in their wills or
estate plans are our "Partners for the Future." These special donors have decided to extend their
support beyond their lifetimes and leave a legacy of tolerance and justice.

Writing a will and including a bequest to the Center
allows you to choose where your estate will go and,
in most cases, helps y~u to reduce taxes on your
estate. Your bequest or planned gift -
regardless of size - is a meaningful way to
honor the Center's work and assure its future.

If you are interested in receiving information
about wills, cparitable gift annuities or other
planned giving opportunities available at the
Center - with no obligation - please contact the
Center's planned giving department toll-free at
1-888-SPLC (1-888-7752) or complete and mail the.form below. You can also send an e-mail to
plannedgiving@splcenter.org.

If you have already included the Center in your will or estate plans, please contact us so ,,
update our records. We want to welcome you as a Partner for the Future. ' ...<:lr dedication

The Center extends its appreciation to all of our Partners for the F"~

and support.

-_. ,~ arready included in my will t I Io l' . '. . . or es ate pans. P ease welcome me as a Partner for the Future
m mterested m reCeIvmg general informatx>n about wills and plarmed giving. .

Ple;e se~dme information on the following specific planned giving opportunities:
Wills 0 Retirement Plans 0 Ch' .o Securities 0 I . . antable GIft Annuities

nsurance PolICies 0 Trusts
My date(s) of birth is:

----------
o Yes, please contact me. My phone is:
Narn'e ~----'-----------~------

Address~~ _

City/State/ziP _

E-mailaddress ~ _
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