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Center responds to terrorist attacks

Yahoo executiveJerry Wang nominated Tolerance.org's coverage ofthe September
11 th tragedyfor a Computerworld Honors 21st Century AchievementAward.

FiGHT HATE AND PROMOTE TOI.£RANCE TOlERANCE.DIG

building to kill Jews is alright by me. I wish
our members had half as much fortitude:'

The Web staff also posted their own
original piece, "American Jews on Guard
Against Attack," on the anti-Semitic
response of many people who are not affili-

ated with white supremacy
organizations. Another arti
cle on the site informs visi
tors about Mghanistan, its
neighbors and their peoples.

Agencies and the media
turned to Tolerance.org for
information and assistance,
including the Parental
Information Resource Cen
ter, the U. S. Air Force
Chaplain Service Institute,
the Los Angeles Times, Par
enting magazine and the
Utne Reader. The Library
of Congress chose Toler
ance.org's coverage of Sep
tember 11 events and issues
for inclusion in ~ digital
archive of the attacks and
their aftermath.

More importantly, the
materials on Tolerance.org

touched people's hearts. One American
Muslim wrote: "I thank you for your
efforts and for the moral support this site
provides. Being Muslim in the USA, I
need it badly, especially now in these days
after September 11."
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• "Americans vs. Americans;' an
overview of the backlash that Amer
ican Arabs, Sikhs and Muslims face;

• "What is Islam?";
•"Who are the Arab Americans?";
• a listing of incidents of vio

lence and harassment against Arab
Americans since September 11.

'Teaching Tolerance's section of
the site, launched just a week before
the attacks, also offered online pack
ages that addressed the special con
cerns of educators. Its pages were
selected by the United Federation of
Teachers (UFT) for inclusion in a
special "emergency" packet the
group sent to the 1,200 schools it
serves in the New York City area.

"Your site was one of a handful
that we selected as most helpful,"
said Bea Carson, UFf teacher spe
cialist. "We were thrilled by all the
information we were able to get:'

TQlerance.org also posted an article
ab.ourthe sickening reaction of an array of

. white:supremacists to the terrorist attacks.

. A high-ranking member ofAmerica's lead
ing neo-Nazi group had this to say: "Any
one who is willing to drive a plane into a

Postings address backlash of hate
Within two days, Tolerance.org posted

material to help deal with the widespread
backlash of hate and ignorance against
Americans who resemble Middle Eastern
ers. The site posted one of the most com
prehensive "Arab backlash" packages avail
able on the World Wide Web, "Tolerance
Watch: A Backlash Builds Against Ameri
can Arabs and Muslims:' It included:

"' A. Then the World Trade Center's twin
V V towers collapsed on September

11th, and as Americans sat horrified and
transfixed at their televisions sets, watch
ing smoke billow from the Pentagon and
over lower Manhattan, the staff of the
Center's new Web project took action.

Within 24 hours, Tolerance.org pro
vided resources to help teachers and par
ents help their children cope with fear. It
published a special report, "Hate Hits
Home: Talking to Kids About Terrorism;'
a compilation of tips and tools recom
mended by child psychiatry experts.
Adults struggling with how to manage
issues surrounding the tragedy used infor
mation from the site to discuss terrorism
with their children and grandchildren.

Lawsuit brings help to juveniles
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and treatment programs DYS
currently provides to committed
youth and take further action, if
necessary," said Center legal
director Rhonda Brownstein.

Research demonstrates that
incarcerating children is not only
ineffective in reducing juvenile
crime, but has harmful effects on
children that only worsen their
problems and may actually make
them more likely to commit fur
ther crimes. Most experts agree
that community placement and
intensive treatment programs are
much better rehabilitative mea
sures than incarceration In

detention centers.

months, that time frame will
shrink to seven days.

Adult offenders are
given a finite sentence
and receive credit for
time spent in local
holding facilities
before being taken to a
state prison for serv
ing the remainder of
their time. But adjudi
cated delinquents can
not earn credit for

time in a detention center
because they do not receive "sen
tences" as adults do. Failure to
quickly transfer youthful offend
ers to DYS programs is a viola
tion of their due process rights,
the Center's suit claimed.

One of the plaintiffs in the case
waited over two months for DYS
acceptance and placement, twice
as long as the 28-day boot camp
to which she was committed.

"We will continue to monitor
the adequacy of the education

I n an effort to improve ser
vices for youth, Center

attorneys recently
settled a class action
against the Alabama
Department of Youth
Services (DYS).

The lawsuit, S. S.
v. Wood, challenged
the DYS practice of
leaving children to

languish for months Rhonda Brownstein
in county juvenile
detention centers while they
awaited transfer to DYS educa
tion and treatment programs.
Until the case was filed, some
youth spent more time waiting
in detention facilities than the
entire length of the rehabilita
tive program to which they
were committed.

Under the recent settlement
agreement, children adjudicated
by a local judge as in need of
state services must be in state
custody within 28 days. In nine

Center attorney receives award
Center senior staffattorneyJames Tucker recently received recognition for his
efforts in a long-running class action lawsuit. The Alabama Council ofCommu
nity Mental Health Boards on August23 awarded its President's Award to Tucker
at its annual conference. Tucker represents clients in Wyatt v. Sawyer, a 3O-year
old case in which a courtfirst declared that persons who are involuntan1y institu
tionalized by the state have a constitutional right to minimally adequate care. He
has been lead counsel since 1998. Tucker joined the Center's staffin July, bringing
with him a wealth ofcivil rights litigation experience.: . .
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The books will be published
at irregular intervals. The sec
ond one in the series will be by
criminal defense lawyer
Michael, Tigar. All of the manu
scripts are selected to appeal'
not only to ABA members and
other lawyers, but also to edu
cators and readers who seek out
good biographies.

A Lawyer's Journey: The
Morris Dees Story was original
ly published in 1991 as A Sea
son fo~ Justice, which is now
out of print. The new book
brings the Dees story up to
date as of 2001 and chronicles
his most recent legal victories
against the perpetrators of
hate crimes, including the
Aryan Nations in Idaho.

To order a copy of the 392
page hardbo,-!nd book, call the
ABA at 1-800-285-2221 and ask
for product code 1610?21. Or
visit the ABA We'" site,
www.ababooks.org;' and search
for the book by title or author.

A Lawyer's Journey: The Morris
rtDees Story is the first in a
new series of books published
by the American Bar Associa~"

tion (ABA) about successful
lawyers who are visionaries,
who inspire, or who are role
models - individuals making a
positive contribution to society
and the legal system.

In the book; released in
November, Center co-founder
Morris Dees chronicles the sig
nificant events that led him to
the front lines of the civil rights
struggle and his ongoing crusade
against hate groups. The story
tracks his courageous and some
times lonely journey as a skilled
and controversial trial lawyer
whose career has paralleled a
nation's struggle to ensure free
dom and equality of all of its cit
izens. It describes how Dees took
a stand to fight for minorities
and the powerless and how he
risked his life when he began
challenging hate groups.

Recognizing that the good
works of lawyers are often over
looked, the ABA developed its
new product, The Lawyer Biog
raphy Series: Lawyers Pursuing
Justice, to inform the public
about extraordinary lawyers
working to improve the
nation's justice system. The
series is a collection of biogra
phies and autobiographies
written by and about lawyers.
They will vary in age, race, eth
nicity, politicaL-affi.liation, and
both men and wO'men will be
represented to illustrate that
lawyers of all backgrounds are
bettering our society.

Center building complements Memorial

~_ first featured lawyer

New biography series
selects Morris Dees

The Civil Rights Memorial, designed by Maya Lin and dedicated in 1989, is directly
across the street from the Center's new building. The black granite table bears a time
line ofthe Civil Rights Movement, beginning with the 1954 Brown v. Board of Educa
tion U,S. Supreme Court decision and ending with the assassination ofDr. Martin
Luther King in 1968. Architects left the steel-clad southern fllf'lde ofthe Center's build
ing deliberately austere so that it would better serve as a backdrop for the memoriaL
The building recently won a prestigious architectural awardfor its design.

S. S.
Milton, Florida

J. S.
Barnegat, New Jersey

S.J.
Cle.veland, Mississippi

I commend you for your ongo
ing efforts to promote tolerance
and end hatred. I live in the Missis
sippi Delta, and I am surrounded
everyday by people who are con
sumed with their hate for all that
is different, people who proudly
wear their racism as a badge of
honor, people who assume that
I share their prejudices.

.sometimes it becomes so
overwhelming that I feel like I
am being pulled down by the
undertow of intolerance. It helps
so much to know that the people
of the SPLC are out there, think
ing like I think, believing in what
I believe so strongly, and actually
making an active difference.

if I could get more copies for
teachers, I was told that a request
on school letterhead would suffice
and that the cost was FREE. Once
again, I am proud to be a member
and to know my little contIibu
tion fuels such good work and
wonderful responses.

c.B.
Miami, Florida

I have been a member of the
Center for many years now
because I am so grateful for the
work you do. I also try to spread
the word of your work by I think of the Teaching Toler
encouraging faculty to request - ance program as a rainbow of rays
and use Teaching Tolerance and of bright hope, reaching across
by encouraging membership. our land, "Sea to shining sea,» and

Last year, I saw a copy of your beyond. All this ill such a short
handbook Ten Ways to Fight Hate: span ofyears!
A Community Response Guide.
When I called this fall to find out

Wonderful to find your [Web1
site and your efforts toward
national tolerance. Hats off!

A.M.
San Francisco, California

Tonight I renewed my sup
port for the Center via your
online contribution form. I want
to express my extreme gratitude
for all your wonderful programs
that promote tolerance and
acceptance. I firmly believe that
in these trying times, the SPLC
mission will go a long way'
toward fmding long-term solu
tions to the complex issues that
our entire world is facing.

Many are rightly and justly
supporting "standard" causes to
help those who have suffered
greatly from the tragic events of
September 11. I wish to contribute
to a cause that affects this issue
just as much but perhaps may be
overlooked at the moment.

'SPLC~
REPORT



r'········ ..... """"" "", , ~ ,,, ....
"., .... ,-~......, .... ''',.'. -'-......

DECEMBER 2001 SPLCREPORT 3

MEMORIAL AND TRIBUTE GIFTS RECEIVED BY THE LAW CENTER FROM APRIL TO SEPTEMBER 2001

IN HONOR OF IN MEMORY OF

F\oyd Abramson Uly Conniff Cooper Bob Himler i Thomas F. McQueeny Norma F. Safransky, M.D. Rebecca Denly Abernathy Ymcenm Corpora RiclIard Hanis T...senclllcKinley Lucas Virginia CreoIlelI Rudd
AlineAdes John T. Comethan Stanley A. Hoffberger

I
Joe &Leila Mcveigh Leigh Miller &Constant... lewis Abram Palmeda "Polly" Costa Daniel L Hartman Ruth Lueemer EstllerRuder

leoAdes Gerald Cunningham Mr.E.J.Hoffer Sheila Ginsberg &Greg Sagonas Stephen Ailes Pauline A. Crookham John lalhr1p HaMy II MarpmF.-:es An:llibald I{ RueU1er
Jessica Alba Y_ & Meshe Dabah MilchellHoffman ....d Jennifer Unden & Maneesh Howard Ainbinder David &Alice CrosbJ Charles W. &Ruth HatdIer ~ Irene Rutherlard
Devin M. Albright Virginia Minasian Dalton Taryn Hoffman ! John "Bear" Med",no Sahani leooard Aldrich Thomas M. Cu"",n. Jr. Art Hawthorne IIac:l..HghIin Martll Rulirtiano
Kimberly G. Albright Thanh Nhu Pham & Phuoog S¥lvia Holtz I Marianne Meijer Jan &Mike Sansman Johanna (Melgert) Aldridge Dr. &Mrs. Ray DaRon RlJlCl! D. Hayden Yqinia Sears Madead Ullian Rutledge
Kristina L Albright Thi Dang Jacob M. Holtzman l Paul Meijer James C. Saxon Clifford Allen ErfordW. Daniels James Hedoer Addison G.lIadlichoIs AaI1lll Ryen
Hilda Alexander DalY! E. Davis Bobbie & Dale Hoover

I
Jennifer Meyers Erika Schafer Anna Williams Allison CecilDarr Tom Hedunan Clair Magoon Yoc:IDr.1I. Sabastro, Jr.

leslie Allison Peggy Davis Natalie Hopkins Dr. & Mrs. Albert Miller Hillary Schaps luis W. Alvarez James R. Davis lois Hedman F.,.Maknl"'" IIorrie&PeartSacb
Janet Amatuzzi Perry Davis Gerry & Bob Horwitz Dan Drais &Jane Mills Jackie Schenheim Isabell E. Amato ·Scott Haston Davis Albert Hell D.nielMalamed Joseph Saltzmanludmill Amatuzzi Ruthaim~ Davis A1"';'derJ.~

'1
Jo Anne Minnitt Mark Schlesinger Jack Anderson Mrs. R. Dawson C. George Henderson Elmer Malcomb. Jr. &Joyce Moe SasloveP. Richard Andersen Ann &David'Day Caroline B. Hunter Mrs. Newton Minow Dmitri Schoeman Graham M. Archer Richard Day Elizabeth Henderson Maxine Malcomb GoIdieScal1etlurtyn Pero &Ralph Mike De Sherbinin Dani Ismail Peg Mongiello Adelaide C. Schuster Isabelle E. Almato Elizabeth Felridge Dean El¥ida Herrera lad< Mallinger Gil Sch.messAnderson Morris Dees Barry Ivker , Julia Menks Tim Scott Henry AInold Ruth DeHaven Elizabeth J. Herring Yolanda Mamano Ruth SchectmanSam Anderson Jon Desenberg Kyle Joseph Jackson I Amy Burkett & Paul Moore Sari Seibert Hannah Aronson Maria Delgado Carrie Hershey Rita leanne Mammolili Matilda SchlegelNancy Arms Debbie Diamond Paul Jasa i Kate T. Moore Joseph Selman Howard Aronson Audrey Demaree Joy HodgenJoyce Atkinson Jacob Norman Diamond Janice Johnson , Sydney Mandel VenoIa SchmirR

I Neil Merthower Denise Mclerran Sergart Mrs. Alonson Merrill Dillow Hazel Sewell HoffSheila Babbie Jill Diamond Jean B. Johnson I Theodore Morgan N<lra Gordon &Martue Chris Dixie Marion Hoffman
Elaine Maples Dorothy Schneider

David Badner David Dillon Will Johnson ( Emmett Ashford, Sr. Herbert Margulies Ruben SchfteidmanGail Moss Shaflel Stan & Isaac Asimov George Dizard Estella Hollin~Gertrude Baer Mark Director Constance Jones Helen &William Mulder Erica Shelley John Athens Gertrude W. Domergue Arthur Kelly HooI<s
Raymond Marks Howard F. Schomer

Sandy Baines Adrienne Dorfman Curtis Jones Bemaldine Martin Edith Schulhofer
Tamara Vrabec &Vince Mr. &Mrs. Paul DOlT Carolyn L Jordan

Barbara &Peter Munch Jeff Short Barbara Baer Mavis Donaldson Alexander (AIeIlllolgan Mildred Massel Flora ShankenPeg Murphy Michael Shure Robert Bailey Anna D'Onofrio JohnLHout<Baldassano Rita Dove Richard S. Jordan, Jr. Ben Nadler Stanley Siegel lad< Matthews AleseShapiro
Roger Ball Ros Gillespie & Ed Easton Mr. &Mrs. Mitchell Kane Jean Ball Charles lJowting Barba'" A. Harter Hughes ShaI1lllIlalweU Barry ShayneChloe Nadler Celia Silberberg Bruce S. Barnett Nathaniel Dmbkin RiclIard HumplueyKathy A. Balouris Jim Econ David & Ron Kanter MaIlliceM.,.s Rochelle Shebroe
Betsy Balyeat Amy B. Ehrtich Alfred Karthmer

Jessie Nadler Pauline Silverman Mark Baron Henry Drizing Harold Humpllries MaMn MazurMeredith Nadler Raine &Stanley Silverstein John A. Sheehan
Paul Banner Gary D. Eisenberg Joel Kartin Constance Barrett Alan DrucI<er Clarence HutcIlin.... Jr.

Sidney Nadolsky Andrew Simon 1 David IlcCartney IIatthew Shepard
Dr. & Mrs. AI Barbanell Jason & Debbie Steinig Megan Tallmer &Rick Mary P. Barriga Darrell Drummond Russell L Huttbison Kelly loo Bwnds IlcCartney Gerald ShermanMary Jo Barrett Eisner Kastellec Theresa Nashner Michael Simon Michael Barsuch lawrence M. Dulin Herbert II. Hyman

Susan Neckes Elise Simonds D.R.lIlcClllllg Henry C. ShermanJane Barth Miriam T. Ellison Samuel Kates
Eric &Usa ledwidge Nelson Mr. & Mrs. Ben Simons

Jeanette G. Barten RubyDuocan Ruth Jllg 1raA.1IcCowo Florence &IIel SilvennanArthur Bass Sidney Elsner laurel Kaufman
Bartlara Matusow &Jad< Nelson Sue Skalinder

Bob Basker leooard Dutka Mallaret Ingmm Peler IIcBhallon Edward A. SilversteinAbby & Peter Bauland leslie Gordon &Craig Ellin Edward Kelly
lJonglas Smith

Richard Baudoin John Edwards Tomlngmm
Patricia Am IIc£IroJ IIarc Bemard SiIveIsteinMr. & Mrs. Martin Beck Mr. & Mrs. Evander Karen Kelly Jennie Nelson Joyce F. Baylen Ann Eisenstein lisa Jad<slln

Mildred Becker Dr. Edward Evantash JerryKelWin Mirra Nerenberg Hannah Gail Smith Bertmm Beck MaryEllen lloyd Jad<slln
Nancylll:llugh Peler K. SiIverslein

Miriam Becker Tim EYers Madge Kibler Dr. & Mrs. John Neter Ed Snow George Becker, Esq. John William Elrod Ha.... Gram Jaalilslln, 11.0. Edward L IIcIntosh IIarpr<t Sinclair
Devin Beliveau leonard Farr Mrs. E. L Kidwell Sue Niemeyer Helve Sponsper

Richard Belcher Bill Ely Elizabeth GrxeJalfe
Arth...P.1IeisIer E...,. SipIIer

Rose Beloved Carol & Ed Feldman Paul & Becky Kilgore Santo Nino George Springer Constance Benson IMegar Evers IrvinIJaffe
AnooId-.1es BanySll*Uk

Nurit Ben-Harav Harvey Feldman Susan B. Kilzer lJonglas Noffsinger Amy Mar & Chris Sproul F",nk Berkowitz Roy Fanner Stephanie.Jabs Harryllial Har1all SIOilII
Ema Benjamin Sasha Feldman Bruce Klein Annette Shaw Nowlin David Dreif.. & Karen Stark

Mary Berryman Timothy Robert Farrow Julius Jasper Eddie Miler MaIYTall SIIith
Jesse Berg leonifer Flrench Jackson Klein John B. Nowlin Rosemary &George Stathis

Samuel H. Berson ,-Mallaret Feichler Ja....Edward~Sr. FIDJd IIiIer Fool~Jr.
F"'nk Berkowicz Jack Fidler JaneKohn Preston Nowlin, Jr. Dr. & Mrs. Axel Stawski

Janice Beyer Esthe< Feldman Oscar.leffflson Martia Gormlliller CarlosG.Spabt
Hildegard Bertiner Maggie Rosen Filardo Perta Kohs BettyDchs Ben Stem

Marie Beyer David H. Finllelstein lIiRonJiler&D.isyJiler ....... 1IiIer Spence
Sam Berman Charlene Geisert &Marylin Margery Koosed Martha o'Connor Jennifer Stowe

Gregory Bilello Cora FISIler Robert S. Janes Rayna Miler Frao~lIillerS-
Judi Berzon Fisher Elaine Koplow Robert M. Ostrum & Emma Swain

Harriet Birzon MiRon Fisher Julia Kading JeanIlillel'sFatller SbMn~
Bob Beshears Richard A. Fisher Robert Kor, Esq. lorraine Olden Janet A. Swanson

lucy Bissell &Ben Bissell Edgar H. Forrest Samuel Kahul HaI1lld Charles IIilnI!r 8eItha SpondurisJeannie Beyer Cartlin Fitz Mary Korman Pacifica Graduate Instrtole Michael Swimoff
Frank K. Bjomsgaard Alfred Fothergill Man:ieKaill Helen IIinsIer Ca~Sn*aChelsea Bicknell Duncan Fitz Rabbi Kosman Ray Packanz Marilyn Swirsky
Charles L Black Charles Freedman ~Karp MtJIIildlelI IIazie W!rley StangeAlbert &Un Bildner Dylan Fitz DscarConza\ez &Ellee Koss Josh & Sam Padnos Anne Tarr
Fleta Blanchetta CaMn Freeman BessKarro Helen ViIIinia IIiII:IleII 1lllebuck"Pap" StaplesFoundation Ezra Fitz Kevin L & lldile David Michael Collins &Tony Kart &Anita Teeter
Jay Blitzman's Mother Rene Frenkel IMngKalz OIivellitdlell JudyStariterChristopher Billig Clara F1ammlng Kovitz Palumbo Vassili N. Thomadakis Larry ..........

Guy E. Black Adam Forest Denise Kramar Portia S. Paradise Joseph Towe Janet Bloom Ethie Fuller looisKatz IliIISIeed
Mrs.A. Blair Isidore Forman Bruce Kriete Rosa Parks John A. Trafford , Hannah Blumenfeld Arthur Gagliotli F.,. P. Katzen.1ISW James IIonIaIue. Sr. JeanSlJlelOlk
Julie &William Boler Martene Nusbaum &Neville Nina Krosch Mary Kay Pasin fred Tuchmann Herbert Bodkin Robert H. Gallaher, Jr. A. J. Kauffman ElllJ IIoore Ilancy Slonoen
Chandler &Jake Borrero Frankel Melissa Krueger Cora Passim John Turpin Carolyn Bond Teresa GaMn Herbert Kaultaan Ruth A. IIon:IIoIIor GeorgeSlEmi
Adam Broad Elliot Stephen R. Friedenthal leslie Kulblish i¥<lia R. Patterson ! Michael Unger Diga &Armando Bortolussi Albert Garber Sbilley Kaultaan Edna IIIrpn SolSlEm
David Bromer Carolyn Fromuth Stan &Martia Kurtz Michael &Katherine Baer Jean Urman Catherine Bott EIheIind K. Garetz Douglas C.1IeIIogg Frau IIarpnralb 1ltlIIIasP.Slewart
Micaela Bronstein Martia Fullett Mr. &Mrs. Hylton lane Paul

i
Billie louise Vacek William lewis Botts II Helen Gates AlelanderKoat mo,;lIomss E.Iy S!DIofa)<-SliIz

Emest Brooks Mr. & Mrs. Ben Gaines, Sr. Claire Bertin lang Danielle Marie Perry Amy Van Den Broek Israel Brafman Katherine Gelles Cbeser II. KinL Jr. Illsnilz IIanis Ilancy P. SlraI:ener
Sybil Brotm.n GoIdest Garrett Eric J.lazar Cindy Petersen Christopher &Danielle Perry Kenneth H. B",ndwick, D.C. Sam Gerry JimKinnalm IJorrAby C. .......,

Alice Slrdol
Celeste Woolfork & Mart Jo & Roy Garten Michele lazerow Seymour Phillips I Van Wert Ralph B",verman Betty Gibbins JackKipais Ralplllloss

Murray~
Brown Bennett Gatson Zeldale Vine louis & Sylvia Piltz

I
Susan J. Vannucci, Ph.D. Mary Briaun Elizabeth Gibbins Jason KnIIelI Ga~1IuRIz _SIIlinO

Shari Brown AiyiliY. Gay Pauline leber Ira Pittelman Jim &Georgia Vavra Barney Broner Herbert Gordon Gilbert Edward KIet .loll H.IIJer t.-SIIiaa
Joe Bruno F",nces L Geisel Barry Jay levin Bill Platt HilVos Henry Brown Eric C. GilliUia. JaJlesKnuk Jack""" .,., SIIssloan
Kelsey Buncker Gerald F. Gerstenfeld leon levin Pamela S. Poff MIker Miller & Renee Vowels Stanley Brown I Ann Gladstone IIalyEllell_ Lanyllalllllin _1JIQea SaIIlerIandClint Burgess I Nancy~ loren Ghigliooe Steve & Cathy Levinson Ron Poitras Deric Q. Wagner Margaret Browning Irene L Golden &Ja.... A. mo,;lllIIII R.I{ ........ 1lIIIIIs..Amy &Paul Burkett

I::::''''';;:,
Jerrylevill Shaheena Pollins i Mr. & Mrs. Michael Wald Joy Bryce 1- Golden JaJIes KAInlIIS Harry &SaraII~ e-t-.S--EriclI.8usclunapn Tndlevill Chris Sirda Pollock

1

Joy Wallace Danford J. Bubolz Edith Gold..... -- -- AIIe~President- Select Bush Hyman Goldberg, Esq. Avi lewinson Paui Pope Dr. &Mrs. Tom Warschauer Bud CIa", K. GoIdslein .leanneKn_ QnelI!P. ........
Samuel E. Campbell Roberta Goldstein Dr. & Mrs. H. lewis i Carta Pulles Mr. & Mr>. William &Elaine An Budd Debra AM GoIdslein

.._
Joan..... 1IaIy~SMrsIiJ

Irwin Cannon Nancy &Abner GoIieb Theodora lewis Mr>. D. E. PYburn Watkins Cia", Burg Harry Goldstein ThehIa Kr!ibIan EdiII",
ISllllTaab

Uron &Amy lynne Caplan EMn Gonzalez Bev & Don liebenstein Eph Radner Anne Page Watson Sebastian Calabria loan Goldstein EJi&ClaR-.. AadI!a tiIIiaIllInt-
llenIi:aTqoss

Ruth Card William I. Gorden Harold Lieberman Amy Rand f Patricia Watson Chartie Callahan Richard Goldstein Jacques Lalaarie ere- ElIulall!llor
Victor &Joann Cardwell . Stephen Gottlieb MimiUnd Burt Rauch I William Hays Watson Irving Cantor Helen. I{ Goodman ClIartes I{ LalDs timllldeIIs

La Bole lMeIJauI
Beth Carow lydia Grady Joanna Uss Mr. & Mr>. Roger Reinleib I Michael Weinstock James Card Minnie Gorlidle ear...1.<IIovilz Foeidiocopn AIIIa saTerret
Robert E. Carp Sidney Greenman Bud utowich Eloise B. Renfro I AIlelia Bredie Weisberg Alice louise Cargle Jane Grammer Leo ........ Alenalllrt

Ilawil E. l'-as
Ruth &John A. Carver Florence Grober Stella Uu

Christopher Renner Melanie Vinson & Dan Weiser Durothy E. Casey IJorrAby Greenbaum LCartisla Charles Peny0slBlI0lt Fa,el'-as
Michael J. Caskey Ronald S. Grober, M.D. Debbie long

Nathan Rice I Helen Weiss leah Catharine Casper CIa.. F. Greenberg IIalteib t.izaIlalJoallorO-S E-.~
Bob Cassie Carol Gross Dr. & Mrs. Robert lowenstein

I

_T_Stanley Richter Glenn Welt Wenonah Chambertin Ruth Greenberg Richard E. t.eirt&. Sr. Ilancy PadiIaRebecca Pacholder & Derek Edwin O. Golhman louise~ Rewa TISdIIer
Chan Betty Haas Mr. & Mrs. William Mack Martin Ridge Freda Wentzell Jack Charnow Patricia Greene IIurieIlftey YiI:eJIza Parisi

Charlene Riggins Stephen L Wessler Isidore Chevat Richard Greenspan louis Levin DoaTrainorMiyo & Kwai Chang Rita Haddow Sam MacMillan I.DIaJ. SlIeRSlII &.....
Daniel Ali Chodorow Mr. & Mrs. Roy A. Hammer Jim &Sand'" Manning David Rigler Tehila West Warren Christopher Edward Greenstein RolJertll. Levin II. PaJllen,L

CeliaT......

Otis Avram Chodosh Barba'" Ruben &Jeff IlorothyMarden Marilyn Rigler Robert R. Weyeneth iMallret Chubb Jackie Gregor lliriaml.evitt ~JoePallisllo
Elizabetll S.Twner

Joan Christian Hammerlund Emily Marden Justine Roberts Rodney Roberts &Judy Frank Church Grace Grey Henlylewis Sarah PalIon Florence "-'Turner

Bethine Churth Berta & lawrence Christine Connelly Marin Annabelle Robinson Wilcher Irving Cohan Gordon Griffiths lillian lewis ArthurPelllGllner I.DuiseTmIian
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Longtime Center donor is crusader for equal rights

Father August Thompson in front ofa youth center named for him

M ANSURA, La. - "One man with
courage makes a majority;' reads a

banner that hung in Father August
Thompson's office during his 16 years as
spiritual leader for Our Lady of Prompt
Succor Catholic Church here. The words
epitomize the life of the 75-year-old
Louisiana native, who has made challeng
ing the status quo and stretching others'
comfort zones the defining characteristics
of his unique and courageous priesthood.

A monthly donor to the Center since
1973, Fr. Thompson has been an activist
both inside and outside the Catholic
Church for more than half a century. His
outspokenness began early - St. Augus
tine's Seminary in Bay St. Louis, Miss.,
dismissed the young Thompson after he
questioned the treatment of black people
in Catholic churches and voiced his con
cern about the dichotomy between Chris
tian values and racism.

''I'm sure they were worried about
what I'd do in the pulpit;' he said.

Demonstrating the persistence that
would accompany him throughout his
life, Fr. Thompson eventually c9mpleted
his schooling and in 1957 was the first
black priest ordained in the di6cese of
Alexandria, Louisiana. \

For much of his career, he was not
allowed to say Mass in white parishes or to

act as chaplain in whi~ Catholic hospi
tals. He lived by himself because his white
colleagues would not share a house with
him. "Some Catholics would not even call
me 'Father' - they dodged around such
an endearing term by call
ing me 'Reverend' or
'Padre' or something like
that;' he said. Such condi
tions were the common lot
of black priests in the seg
regated South.

But Fr. Thompson didn't
endure in silence. In a 1963
Ramparts interview with
Black Like Me author John
Howard Griffin, Fr. Thomp
son was forceful and frank,
calling the treatment ofblack
Catholics a scandal and
using the phrase "second
class Christ" to express the
discrimination he faced as a
black priest. His honesty caused his bishop
great embarrassment, especially when the
bishop was unable to disprove the priest's
facts and when every attempt to suppress
publication failed.

The crusading priest didn't just speak
out. Assigned in the 1960s to a parish known
for its strong Klan activity, Fr. Thompson
"stood up where black people had been

frightened of standing up:' he said. "I guess I
was just too stupid to be scared:' He taught
people how to vote and earned himself a
place on the Klan's "hit list:'

Throughout his career, Fr. Thompson
worked tirelessly to improve not only his
parishioners' spiritual lives but their phys
ical ones as well. His efforts led to the cre
ation in 1976 of Imani Courts, a 40-unit
low-income housing project here, and
under his leadership, parishioners built a
new, first-class recreational facility, the
Uganda Center.

In 1973, turned down by local
lawyers, Fr. Thompson contacted the
Center when a local white-owned funer
al home would not provide services to
one of his church members. The Center

filed a class action that led to one
of its earliest landmark cases. The
federal court ruling had the prac
tical effect of forcing funeral
homes throughout the nation to
provide equal services to blacks
and whites.

With his monthly contribu
tions, Fr. Thompson has been a
Friend of the Center for nearly 30
years. "We have to have people out
there doing things," he says of the
Center's work against hate and
intolerance. "If you can't do it
yourself, help others do it:'

Last fall, Boston College Alumni
Association honored Fr. Thomp-
son's life's work with its 2000

Excellence in Religion Award, the most
recent of many honors he has received
over the years. It cited his "crusade for
equal rights and his courageous message
of justice and peace:'

Fr. Thompson officially retired in
1997, but he continues his activism. His
stationery letterhead includes this phrase:
"Retired, but not yet tired:'

--

Leave a legacy through
.Partners for the Future
D edicated supporters of the Southern Poverty Law Center who include the Center in their wills

or estate plans are our "Partners for the Future:' These special donors have decided to extend
their support beyond their lifetimes and leave a legacy of tolerance and justice.

Writing a will and including a bequest to the Center
. ·allows you to choose where your estate will go and,

in most cases, helps you to reduce taxes on your
estate. Your bequest or planned gift 
regardless of size - is a meaningful way to
honor the Center's work and assure its future.

If you are interested in receiving information
about wills, charitable gift annuities or other
planned giving opportunities available at the
Center - with no obligation - please contact the
Center's planned giving department toll-free at
1-888-414-SPLC (1-888-414-7752) or complete and mail the form below. You can also send an
e-mail to plannedgiving@splcenter.org.

Ifyou have already included the Center in your will or estate plans, please contact us so we can
update our records. We want to welcome you as a Partner for the Future.

The Center extends its appreciation to all of our Partners for the Future for their dedication
and support. JS:(
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