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Center wins battle for religious tolerance

ALA. — In

imously affirmed U. S. District

MONTGOMERY,
a major affirmation of Court Judge Myron Thompson’s

America’s religious pluralism and
the rule of law, state
officials here obeyed
a federal court order
won by the Center
and moved Ala-
bama’s controversial
Ten Command-
ments monument
from its prominent
location in the state
judicial building ro-
tunda. The removal
came August 27, a
week after Alabama
Chief Justice Roy Moore blatantly
defied a court order that he re-
move the monument.

Moore supporters descended
on Montgomery to rally for his
cause, some camping for days
on the judicial building steps,
and drawing national media at-
tention. They were joined by a
gallery of hate groups and radical
right extremists, who used the
occasion to support Moore and
promote their own causes.

Moore said he would ask the
U. S. Supreme Court to reverse
the court order.

A federal appellate court unan-

\

Chief Justice Roy Moore

November 18, 2002, decision that
Moore’s placement
of the 5,280-pound
monument in the
courthouse was an
“extreme case” and
was
tional. The ruling
came in a lawsuit
filed by the Center
in cooperation with
Americans United
for Separation of
Church and State
and the American
Civil Liberties Union,

In his opinion, Judge Thomp-
son wrote: “The court does not
hold that it is improper in all
instances to display the Ten Com-
mandments in government build-
ings; nor does the court hold that
the Ten Commandments are not
important, if not one of the most
important, sources of American

TOM BRINKMAN

unconstitu-

law. Rather the court’s limited

holding ... is that the chief justice’s
actions and intentions in this case
crossed the establishment clause
line between the permissible and
the impermissible.”

In upholding the trial court’s

ruling, the federal appeals court
said that “every government
building could be topped with a
cross, a menorah, or a statue of
Buddha, depending on the views
of the authority over the premis-
es,” if Moore’s position prevailed.

Monument secretly installed

Moore shocked the state in
August 2001 when he installed
the monument without consult-
ing his fellow justices. Under the
cover of night, he secretly hauled
the granite sculpture into the
building that houses Alabama’s
appellate courts and state law
library. A video team from the
Florida-based Coral Ridge Min-
istries, which raised money for
Moore’s defense in the case, was
on hand that night to film the oc-
casion. This exclusive installation
video was sold by Moore’s spon-
sors to fund his case.

Running for office as the “Ten
Commandments judge,” Moore
stated that his purpose for placing
the monument in the courthouse
was to “acknowledge God’s law
and God’s sovereignty over the
affairs of men.” His concept of
God was an exclusive one; he ad-

mitted that he  (continued on page 3)
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Protesters
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showed support for the Confederate flag as well as Judge Moore’s Ten
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Commandments as they demonstrated in front of Montgomery’s federal building, where

‘they burned a copy of federal Judge Myron Thompson’s order ta remove the monument.

New Center project fights hate on campus

o college or university advertises its hate

crimes or bias incidents, and some even
work to keep records and facts hidden from
the public eye.

But every year, more than a half-million
college students are targets
of bias-driven slurs or physi-
cal assaults.

Every day, at least one
hate crime occurs on a col-
lege campus.

And every minute, a col-
lege student somewhere sees
or hears racist, sexist, homo-
phobic or otherwise biased
words or images.

Those averages are based
on numbers from the FBI,
the U.S. Department of Edu-
cation, and watchdog and advocacy groups
that have studied campus violence.

How can student advocates — and ad-
ministrators, parents, alumni and others
— respond effectively to a campus hate
crime or bias incident?

WAYS TO
FIGHT HATE
OM CAMPUS

e
L2

New guide is free to colleges

That’s what a new Center initiative is
all about. Its first step was publication of a
groundbreaking handbook.

Launched on September 15, 10 Ways to
Fight Hate on Campus: A Response Guide
for College Activists provides
a road map for responding to
hate crimes and bias incidents
on college campuses.

This guide is modeled af-
ter previously successful Cen-
ter publications: Ten Ways to
Fight Hate: A Community
Response Guide and Respond-
ing to Hate at School: A Guide
for Teachers, Counselors and
Administrators.

The Center’s Intelligence
Report exposed the preva-
lence of hate crimes on college campuses
in its Spring 2000 issue, “Hate Goes to
School.”

Tolerance.org, the Center’s Web-based
activism project, continued the crusade, with
extensive coverage of fraternity-driven cam-

pus bias dominated by blackface Halloween

parties and mock lynchings.

" “In our examination of the issue
— studying hundreds of incidents involving
thousands of students — we found students
frustrated by seeming or actual administra-
tive inaction, wondering what they could do,
how they could respond, how they could
balance hate with tolerance, bias with ac-
ceptance, narrow-mindedness with under-
standing,” said Brian Willoughby, who wrote
the new guide.

Produced by Tolerance.org, the hand-
book is the Center’s first guide designed
specifically for higher education. It also
is the first one aimed directly at students.
Why?

* Because school campuses are the third
most common venue for hate crimes
in the United States, behind homes and
public streets and roadways.

* Because one out of four minority college
students and up to five percent of white
students are victims of hate crimes or bias-
driven threats or slurs every year.

* Because hate crimes and bias incidents go
un- and under-reported.

* Because campus administrators and po-
lice departments continue to do a poor
job of reporting and investigating such
crimes and incidents.

* Because things improve only when people
take action.

* And because apathy, in some ways, is as
dangerous as hate.

Copies of 10 Ways to Fight Hate on Cam-
pus will be given free to colleges across the
nation. Two organizations, the American
Association of Colleges and Universities
and the Association of College Unions
International, have partnered with the
Center to put the book into as many hands
as possible.

The book is also available online, at
www.tolerance.org. A Spanish version will
also soon be available online. The Center’s
three other anti-bias handbooks, Ten Ways
to Fight Hate, Responding to Hate at School,
and 101 Tools for Tolerance, are now avail-
able in Spanish as well as English.
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Why did Center sue Judge Moore?

by Morris Dees
e brought our case against
Alabama Chief Justice Roy
Moore because it is important fo
stop religious bigotry, even if our
lawsuit places the Center in the
eye of a political storm.

In a recent poll, 77 percent of
those surveyed said they favored
keeping the Ten Commandments
monument in the Alabama Judi-
cial Building. We know that public
opinion is against us on this issue,
but we know that standing up for
the Constitution and democratic
values are vital to our future. In
the long run, most people will re-
alize that this is necessary for the
protection of religious freedom in
this country.

Many people mis-
understand the Cen-
ter’s lawsuit. Our case
is not an attack on
religion. Instead, it is
a case designed to vin-
dicate the principles
of religious freedom
and tolerance.

The First Amend-

ment requires our .o
government to be
neutral on religious questions.

What Justice Moore did was ex-
tremely damaging to this funda-
mental Constitutional principle.
He insists that it is his duty to pro-
mote his own brand of religion.
“We are not a nation founded
upon the Hindu god or Buddha,”
he says.

But Justice Moore misses the
point. Whether one prays to God
as understood by Jews, Christians,
Muslims, Hindus or Buddhists,

or no god at all, everyone in our
country is entitled to a government
that is neutral on religious issues.
When it is the court system — the
branch of government responsible
for interpreting the law — that
takes sides on religious questions,
a cloud is cast over the very idea of
equal justice under law.

_ If America were a Christian the-
ocracy, of course, this would be dif-
ferent. But we are a nation founded
on the principle of tolerance for all.
Everyone is free to practice their

religion anywhere — at home, at

school, in public buildings. But the
government — and Chief Justice
Moore is an elected government

official — cannot take sides on .

religious matters.
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_zealots, out- “nation’s
Founders crecled a.solid. walt ‘be-
tween church and state. This wall -
has - withstood numerous assaults *

by those who would substitute
their theocracy for our democracy.

In Afghanistan, our troops
defeated the Taliban who used
strict religious doctrine to enforce
their twisted values. Executions
were the order of the day for of-
fenses ranging from homosexual-
ity to blasphemy. Americans were
shocked at this cruelty committed
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Newspapers across the country, including The New York Times, wrote editorials against
Maore s position. This carwon ranin rhe Albuquerque Journal.
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Mobore began his own inquisition.
He ‘drja_l'ted an opinion in a child
‘custody case blasting gay and

lesbian parents who just want
to be with their children. In his
decision, which quotes the Bible
several times, Moore asserted that
homosexuality 1s “detestable and
an abominable sin.” Even more
alarmingly, he wrote that the state
must use “the power of the sword”
— including the power of “execu-

tion"— to stop gays and lesbians

from influencing our youth.

From the Taliban, we might
expect words like these. From
a public official who wields
power in the name of all people
— whether they be believers or
non-believers, straight or gay
— they are shocking,

“The only thing necessary
for the triumph of evil,” wrote
Edmund Burke, the British states-
man who pleaded the cause of the
American colonists in Parliament,
“is for good men to do nothing.”

The next time an elected of-
ficial seeks political power by
wrapping himself in religion or
demonizing unpopular groups,
I hope men and women of good
conscience will rise up in indigna-
tion. And I also hope that our do-
nors, who believe in the Center’s
mission of promoting tolerance
and seeking justice, will under-
stand and support our efforts in
this case.

MAILBOX

I have been following the Alabama Ten
Commandments story, and I thank you for
being a voice for reason and tolerance. Your
courage is commendable.

JEATET
Niagara Falls, New York

Thank you for your efforts toward correct-
ing the illegal situation in Alabama. Religion
has no place in our government buildings.
Keep up the good work! I am proud to be a
member of the Southern Poverty Law Center.

EK G
Palm Desert, California

I wholeheartedly support your position
regarding the Ten Commandments. Never
before have 1 seen such a twisted use of our
Constitution to try and make an argument
for religious rights. .. .I thank your organiza-
tion for staying vigilant to these things so I
don’t have to keep watch over my shoulder.

M. S.
Broomfield, Colorado

I applaud your efforts with respect to the
Ten Commandments monument and really
appreciate your standing up for those who
clearly understand the difference between
church and state and why they must be kept
separate. Too often those of a specific religion
get tunnel vision in their beliefs and think

that the removal of state-sponsored religious

items is an affront to them. What they. fail -

to recognize is that state sponsorship of any

religion lends credence to that.réligion and -
endorses it as the “true” faith. This is'some- -

thing we cannot tolerate. I-wonder how the

folks who are so against the: removal would

feel if the monument in the ]udtcml building
had been a copy of the Koran.

I W.

Kansas City, Missouri

Thanks for fighting those religious zealots
who believe that they do not have to separate
government and religious ideologi_é‘s'.\ln some
ways they are as frightening as those in the
Middle East, who continue to kil mnocent
people everyday. -7

This is where the line gets drawn before it
gets out of hand, like it is in the Middle East.
These zealots do not understand that many
of us do not want their brand of religious

fundamentalism, and that this nation was.

founded on the freedom for all of us to wor-
ship as we wish.

Thanks to the Center. I made my donation
today in your honor and in honor of those
who died yesterday at the hands of religious
zealots. It’s only a matter of degree. Hold the
line for us.

101 = 8
Amarillo, Texas

I am a Southern Baptist minister and a
native Alabamian. I heard what Mr. Dees said
on the “Today Show” this morning regarding
Roy Moore. All T have to say is AMEN! As a
Baptist, T believe strongly in separation of
church and state. I appreciate your continued
support of this important tenet on which our
country was founded, and [ appreciate all the
good work you do. :

M. S.
Montgomery, Alabama

I feel that Chief Justice Roy Moore is on

a misguided personal crusade and is not

serving the state of Alabama. Religion is very

important to a great number of people, but

the monument to the Ten Commandments
belongs in its proper environment.

N. M.

Oak Park, Hllinois

Bravo for your recent stand concerning
the Ten Commandments in Alabama! The
Ten Commandments are clearly a Judeo-
Christian symbol and have no place in our
city, state, county and federal buildings. This
is just another example of right-wing Chris-
tian zealots trying to ram a certain religious
belief down our throats. I applaud your ef-
forts with this matter!

H W,
Carmel, Indiana
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(continued from page 1)

was referring only to the Judeo-
Christian God that he worshiped.
He later refused to allow a plaque
containing Dr. Martin Luther
King’s famous “I Have A Dream”
speech to be placed nearby. “The
placement of a speech of any
man alongside the revealed law of
God would tend in consequence
to diminish the very purpose of
the Ten Commandments monu-
ment,” he said.

Moore is defiant

Moore remained defiant after
the monument was moved. In a
series of speeches and national
television appearances, he de-
clared separation of church and
state to be a “fable.” He described
the federal judicial decision as
“tyranny” and continued to ar-
gue that federal courts have no
authority over him.

“In the regime [Moore] cham-
pions,” said the Court of Appeals
for the 11" Circuit, “each high
government official can decide
whether the Constitution requires
or permits a federal court order
and can act accordingly. That, of
course, is the same position taken
by those southern governors [like
George Wallace] who attempted
to defy federal court orders dur-
ing an earlier era.”

Moore’s actions resulted in
his suspension by the Alabama
Judicial Inquiry Commission
on August 22, and he now faces
ethics charges that could get

DAVE MARTIN/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Members of the neo-Confederate hate group, the League of the south, joined Moore

Judge Moore’s supporters expressed opinions on a variety of issues.

him permanently removed as
an Alabama Supreme Court jus-
tice. In an effort to save the state
court-ordered fines for contempt,

supporters on the steps of the state judicial building.

U. §. District Court Judge Myron Thompson views the Ten Ci

q
ments

in the Alabama Judicial Building last fall, prior to issuing his November 18, 2002, order

to remove if.

Alabama’s eight other Supreme
Court justices braved popular
support for Moore and unani-
mously voted to overrule him and
to have the monument removed.

“We sued Judge Moore,” said
Center chief trial counsel Morris
Dees, “because he used his public
position to promote his private
religious beliefs. Rather than
remaining neutral on religious
questions, he said that his God
was sovereign over the state.”

Alabama’s display is different

The Alabama display of the
Ten Commandments was sub-
stantially different from that in
the U.S. Supreme Court. The
Alabama version was purposely
placed to promote religion. In the
nation’s top court, the Ten Com-
mandments are displayed as a his-
tory lesson. Secular and spiritual
leaders from B.C. to A.D. — in-
cluding Confucius, Napoleon and
the prophet Muhammad — offset
Moses and his tablet in the high
court’s building,

Judge Thompson wrote in
his order that the Alabama
“monument and its immediate
surroundings are, in essence, a
consecrated place, a religious
sanctuary, within the walls of a
courthouse.”

“The Center did not take this
case to promote or discourage
any religious views,” said Cen-
ter president Joe Levin. He said
combating religious intolerance,
both at home and abroad, is in-
separable from fighting racial and
other prejudices.

Intelligence Briefs

tracking extremist activity

Racist gang faces
criminal charges

LAS VEGAS — Six teens who
prosecutors say were members
of a middle-class youth gang
known as the “311 Boyz” entered
innocent pleas on September 16
to more than a dozen criminal
charges stemming from a July
attack on a 17-year-old high
school student. Three others
were expected to plead later.

Their indictment charged the
group with a rock attack that
left the student with a broken
arm and several titanium plates
in his face. Prosecutors released
videotapes showing members
of “311 Boyz” involved in several
beatings. Authorities consider
the group a gang, and police are
investigating white supremacist
ties, given the name of the group
— “K” is the 11™ letter of the
alphabet.

Anti-immigration,
white supremacist
ties uncovered

LOS ANGELES — Last month, the
Intelligence Project uncovered
ties between the anti-immigra-
tion group US. English and a
longtime white supremacist. U.S.
English hired James Lubinskas as
its director of communications
last spring. Lubinskas has a long
history of working with hate
groups, having spoken several
times to the white supremacist
Council of Conservative Citizens
and serving as an editor for the
academic racist hate publication,
American Renaissance.

After Lubinskas’ ties to Ameri-
can Renaissance were made pub-
lic in a Washington Post article
that investigated the relationship
between Arnold Schwarzenegger
and U.S. English, on whose board
he serves, a notable member of
that board, David Horowitz, re-
signed, as did Lubinskas.

Controversial talk show
host fired

NEW YORK, N.Y. — In early July,
MSNBC fired talk show host
Michael Savage after airing his
controversial talk show, “The
Savage Nation,” for four months.
Savage’s career was ended after
he referred to a caller as a “sod-
omite” Savage then told the
caller, “You should only get AIDS
and die, you pig.”

MSNBC’s decision to hire
Savage had been highly contro-
versial. MSNBC hired Savage as
part of an effort by executives
to broaden the network’s appeal
to those cable news viewers who
are to the right of the political
center. In his radio shows, Sav-
age routinely used slurs against
gays, immigrants and Jews. He
was particularly well known

for referring to immigrants as
coming from the “Turd World.”
Several organizations, including
the National Organization for
Women and the Gay and Lesbian
Alliance Against Defamation,
called for MSNBC to reverse its
decision. MSNBC ignored the
complaints and, in the show’s
opener, the network called Sav-
age a “best selling author and
one of America’s most popular
radio personalities.”

Anti-immigrant leader
arrested

SIERRA VISTA, ARIZ. — In early
August, Glenn Spencer, leader of
the anti-immigrant hate group
American Patrol, was arrested
on three felony counts of dis-
orderly conduct with a weapon,
one felony count of endanger-
ment and one count of misde-
meanor criminal damage. One
of Spencer’s neighbors called law
enforcement officials after she
heard two shots and the cocking
of a weapon near her home. The
next morning, law enforcement
found that shots had been fired
into Spencer’s neighbors’ houses,
allegedly from Spencer’s home.

On the advice of his lawyers,
Spencer refused to speak about
his arrest. He did say that he is
looking for a new ranch to run his
border surveillance operations
out of after allegedly receiving
death threats and being burgled.

Also in August, another Arizo-
naanti-immigrant vigilante group
told the press that it planned to
expand its operations. Chris Sim-
cox, president of the Tombstone-
based Civil Homeland Defense,
said he plans to meet with 12
Yuma-area residents interested
in patrolling the border. Accord-
ing to Simcox, every member of
his patrol plans to carry firearms
and have a permit for a concealed
weapon — even though Simcox
currently faces a criminal trial for
a weapons violation.

Charges filed against
anti-abortionist activist

MILTON, FLA. — John Burt,
the longtime anti-abortion activ-
ist who has ties to gunmen and
bombers convicted of abortion
clinic violence in nearby Pen-
sacola, was arrested in June for
allegedly molesting girls living
at his home for troubled girls,
Our Father’s House. Burt prayed
with an anti-abortion killer, Mi-
chael Griffin, a volunteer at OQur
Father’s House, three days before
Griffin shot and killed a doctor
at a clinic in 1993. He was with
another killer, Paul Hill, when
Hill photographed a physician
he later fatally shot at a second
clinic in 1994,

The unrepentant Hill was ex-
ecuted September 3.
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Schools to Mix It Up at Lunch on November 18

Students across the country are
once again preparing to shake
things up in their school cafeterias
as the second Mix It Up at Lunch
Day draws near.

Sponsored by Tolerance.org,
Teaching Tolerance and the
Study Circles Resource Center,
Mix It Up at Lunch Day takes
place this year on November 18.
The event challenges students to
take a step toward bridging social
boundaries by sitting somewhere
new, with someone new, in their
school cafeterias.

Last year, about 200,000 stu-
dents at more than 3,000 schools
across the country participated
in the first Mix It Up at Lunch
Day, held on November 21. From
Montgomery, Ala., to Green Bay,
Wis., to Seattle, Wash., students ev-
erywhere took on the challenge of
identifying, questioning and cross-
ing boundaries in their schools.

“Mix It Up was a huge success
last year. We received tremen-
dous feedback from the students
and teachers who participated,”
said Jennifer Holladay, director
of Tolerance.org. “We saw that
when given an opportunity, there
are many, many young people
out there who are eager to make
a difference by breaking those
unwritten rules that continue to
divide us.”

Holladay says she expects this
year’s Mix It Up at Lunch Day
to be an even bigger success than
last year.

“This year, we are hoping to
increase participation to 5,000
schools and more than 300,000
students,” said Holladay.

Mix It Up at Lunch will move
beyond the cafeteria this year, too,
with some new activities designed
to help students promote dia-
logue and activism.

Students can start
Mix It Up dialogue
groups (also called
study circles), which - §
help participants get
to know each other
and gain respect for
different  viewpoints.
A handbook available
on the Mix It Up Web
site, www.mixitup.org,
shows students how to
start and sustain these
groups in their schools.

Also this year, stu-
dents can apply for
Mix It Up Grants of
up to $250 to fund
youth-directed  proj-
ects aimed at crossing
social boundaries in their schools
and communities. Already, more
than 90 grants totaling $23,000

* have been awarded.

Teaching Tolerance director

Kelvin Datcher says Mix It Up at
Lunch Day is much more than
just an event.

“It’s an ideal,” said Datcher.
“We want this day to serve as a

Sacramento’s Discovery High School students meet their pen pals from Natomas Park Elementary on
the first Mix It Up at Lunch Day.

springboard to get kids excited
and interested in breaking down
barriers in their schools and com-
munities each and every day of
the year.”

Teaching Tolerance grant promotes

literacy in a family environment

GDEN, UTAH — With help from a Teaching

Tolerance grant, Polk Elementary School here
has a new program for kindergarten students target-
ing literacy and ethics. The school, which for many
years housed only middle- to upper-income chil-
dren, recently added students from Ogden’s diverse
low-income neighborhoods and was subsequently
designated a high-impact school.

“This created an anxieus atmosphere i the
school, which the administration, faculty and staff
are working diligently to turn into a caring and
friendly community of learners,” said Barbara De-
Boer, a former Ogden School District teacher, now a
graduate student at Utah State University.

DeBoer approached Cindy Winward and Jill His-
lop, two Polk kindergarten teachers with the idea of
a Family Literacy Bag (FLB) project. “This is a good

Parents Susan Seifert (left) and Jolynn Morris (back) spend time reading books with students in their
children’s kindergarten class at Polk Elementary School. The project was funded with a Teaching
Tolerance grant.

way to get books on a broad range of topics into
the hands of students who are not able to buy them
and have them in their home,” DeBoer said. “When
anti-bias, multicultural literature is introduced to
kindergarten children and their families, along with
interactive discussion prompts and suggested activi-
ties, fears and misunderstandings of entire families
can be resolved.”

Winward and Hislop both welcomed the idea. “It

will greatly help our kindergarten students and their
families.” Hislop said. “For each bag the kindergart-
ners bring home, their siblings will be able to share
in the learning.”

With the support of a grant from Teaching Toler-
ance, the two teachers each acquired 40 bags on a
broad range of themes, such as celebration of diver-
sity and individual worth, to rotate among their four
half-day classes. Each bag contained books, audio
models and follow-up activities, all in English and
Spanish. They worked together to make sure each of
their 100 students were able to take each bag home
to share with their families for a few days throughout
the school year.

“Family Literacy Bags give much needed help in
building a partnership between school and family in
helping the community become one of celebrated
and shared diver-
sity,” DeBoer said.

The program is
only in kindergar-
ten classes in one
school in Ogden,
but DeBoer hopes
that it will become a
part of all schools in
the district and that
other school systems
will adopt the idea.

Feedback
the project has been
encouraging, De-
Boer said. An evalu-
ation from parents
revealed that 75 per-
cent of the families
read all the books,
and 24 percent read
some of the books in
each bag. Seventy-two
percent read some of the books more than once.
Forty-six percent enjoyed all of the activities, with
43 percent enjoying some of the activities.

DeBoer summed up the FLB project this way:
“We feel it was used to help many children and
their families and will continue to do so through
the years.”

Teaching Tolerance grants have funded more than
800 innovative projects for educators nationwide.

from

Teaching Tolerance fellow Emily Vickery enters responses from Center staff members
during a game experiment.

New Tolerance fellow will

help kids examine ‘choices’

mily Vickery, the Center’s new

Teaching Tolerance research
fellow, got right to work when
she arrived in June, developing a
game that teachers can play with
their students to help them exam-
ine the choices they make.

The game, tentatively titled
“Choices,” asks students to ex-
amine a hypothetical situation in
which they have the opportunity
to make a positive impact. They
list the possible actions that could
be taken and rate those actions
according to their negative and
positive aspects.

Vickery tested the game on
Center employees and found that
it facilitates discussion and causes
people to examine their deci-
sions. “IU’s really a springboard
for people to discuss their differ-
ent perspectives,” she said. “Even
like-minded people have different
shades of perception. Here at the
Center, we all have the same mis-
sion, but all of the different view-
points and perspectives that came
up when we were testing the game
were really fun to listen to.”

Vickery was selected to come
to the Center as a one-year Teach-

ing Tolerance research fellow.
Each year, this position gives a
different educator the chance to
take a break from the classroom
and build on their interest in
tolerance education. It also gives
the Teaching Tolerance staff new
perspectives and helps them keep
in touch with the issues teachers
face today.

Vickery, who holds a master’s
degree in education, has been
involved in many aspects of K-12
educatien, from classroom teach-
ing to educational consulting.
She was also instrumental in de-
signing several magnet programs
in Montgomery’s public schools.

When she taught high school
English, Vickery worked to ex-
pose students to different cul-
tures and open their eyes to new
perspectives. She believes this will
become increasingly important in
coming years.

“The outreach to youth is
at a critical juncture,” she said.

CONTRIBUTED

“Because of rapidly changing de--

mographics, in the future we will
be faced with racial and ethnic
challenges that we can only guess
at now.”
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Lori Rifkin Jesse Elison

Alayna Tolbert

Interns exposed to civil rights law

he Center’s three summer interns brought a

variety of experiences and perspectives to their
work, but all agreed on one thing: Their time at the
Center helped them put a human fate on the prac-
tice of civil rights law.

The interns saw first-hand what the work of a civil
rights attorney is like as they worked alongside Center
staff, conducting research, writing, and even meeting
face-to-face with some of the Center’s clients.

“It’s clear that the Center’s lawyers really have a
passion about their work,” said Alayna Tolbert, who
recently began her third year at the University of
Michigan School of Law. “Civil rights is their life, it’s
their job, it’s who they are. That’s the kind of lawyer
I'd like to be.”

Tolbert has been active in many clubs and projects
at her university, including the Michigan Journal of
Race and Law, the Black Law Students Alliance, the
Family Law Project and Wolverine Street Law.

“Interns worked on medical care lawsuit

One of the cases that the interns worked on this
summer was Baker vs. Campbell, a lawsuit filed by
the Center to corfect the inadequate medical care at
Alabama’s St. Clair Correctional Facility. The facility
is designated to house all seriously ill inmates in the
state, including those suffering from cancer and kid-
ney failure. The interns traveled with Center lawyers
to St. Clair and other prisons in the state to conduct
research and depositions.

“I had never been to a correctional facility before,
and the experience put a real human face on inmates
for me,” said Jesse Elison, a student at the Univer-
sity of Oregon Law School. “That visit to St. Clair
is probably the one day I will not forget from my
experience here.”

A preliminary settlement agreement was reached
in the case in June, requiring the state to make sub-
stantial improvements to the care inmates receive.

The facility, which had a part-time doctor on staff
and only one registered nurse, must now hire a full-
time doctor and several registered nurses to care for
the inmates. It must also begin promptly providing
inmates with the medical prescriptions and supplies
they need to treat their illnesses and taking them to
specialists when necessary.

“There was a sense of pride and hope when the
St. Clair preliminary injunction was settled,” said
Tolbert. “The settlement signaled to me that Center
attorneys are on the right path towards ensuring that
the prisoners will permanently receive the health
care that they need.”

Ten Commandments arguments a part of experience

The interns also got to sit in on oral arguments
during the appeals hearing of the Center’s Ten Com-
mandments case (see story on page 1). Elison, a
graduate of Brigham Young University and Harvard
University’s Divinity School, was especially interest-
ed in the oral arguments. “Having a background in
religious studies, the Ten Commandments case was
of particular interest to me,” he said. “It was great to
be able to have a live, First Amendment case going
on while I was here.”

The three students didn't just learn from the Cen-
ter’s legal department, but also absorbed the lessons of
the Center’s tolerance education work, the area’s civil
rights history and their own different backgrounds.

“One of the most positive experiences of the
summer was interacting with the other two legal
interns,” said Lori Rifkin, who is beginning her third
year at New York University School of Law. “We all
come from very different backgrounds and had a lot
of really interesting and challenging discussions that
I think the environment of the Center fostered.”

Rifkin is a graduate of Harvard University and
has worked with the ACLU and a nonprofit commu-
nity leadership service for low-income girls.

Center’s legal support
closes unsafe prison

EW ORLEANS —The Juvenile

Justice Project of Louisiana
(JJPL), founded with Center sup-
port in 1998, has long focused its
efforts on the notoriously brutal
conditions at the Tallulah youth
prison. The Juvenile Justice Act
of 2003, signed into
law by Louisiana’s
governor in July, will
finally solve the prob-
lem by shutting down
the Tallulah facility, a
move JJPL has advo-
cated for years.

The legislation
makes other much-
needed changes, such
as moving the juris-
diction over juveniles
from the Department of Public
Safety and Corrections to a more
appropriate child welfare state
agency. It also requires the creation
of substance abuse and education
programs for juvenile offenders.

“This act is essentially adopt-
ing what JJPL has been saying
for years: Louisiana’s system is

David Utter

broken. We over utilize incarcera-
tion, and to achieve true reform
we must include
communities,” said JJPL director
Dawvid Utter.

The Louisiana juvenile justice

families and

system is one of the worst in the
country, with an incarceration
rate higher than that of 48 other
states. The Tallulah facility, which

+nust be closed in 18 months, ac-

cording to the recently signed act,
has consistently been the most
glaring example of the state’s
faulty juvenile justice system.

In recent years, the U.S. De-
partment of Justice found the
conditions at Tallulah to be
unconstitutional, and a human
rights watchdog group declared
it and Louisiana’s other juvenile
prisons to be in violation of inter-

national human rights standards.
Both organizations found that
Tallulah failed to provide a safe
environment and reported that
children suffered from broken
bones, perforated eardrums and
deep cuts as a result of violence
from guards and
other juveniles at the
facility.

JIPL's efforts over
the last five years have
brought the issue of
juvenile justice reform
to the forefront in the
state of Louisiana,
getting the attention
of state agency heads
and lawmakers.

In addition to
advocacy efforts in the commu-
nity and the Legislature, JJPL has
worked with Center lawyers to
bring several legal cases seeking
improvements at Tallulah and
the state’s other juvenile facilities.
One of JJPLs first cases in 1998
succeeded in forcing Tallulah to
stop automatically transferring
juveniles to adult prisons when
they turn 17. In January of this
year, JJPL and Center lawyers ne-
gotiated a settlement agreement
between the state of Louisiana
and the federal government that
requires the state to make signifi-
cant improvements to all juvenile
justice facilities.

“We could not have achieved
these victories without the South-
ern Poverty Law Center,” said Ut-
ter. “It truly was a collaboration.
Richard Cohen and Danielle Lip-
ow were with us literally shoulder
to shoulder for the major litiga-
tion efforts against Tallulah in
both state and federal court.”

While Utter says-the Juvenile
Justice Act of 2003 is a “huge first
step,” JJPL still has critical follow-
up work to do.

Redesigned website offers new features

E g

Mighty Times nrrator earns scholarship

Jedidiah Harris (center), one of the youthful narrators in the Center’s prize-winning
film Mighty Times: The Legacy of Rosa Parks, recently began high school on a full
scholarship at the prestigious Thacher School in Ojai, California. His role in the film
brought the Montgomery, Alabama, youth fo the attention of school officials. Speaking
at a send-off reception for him were Center human resources director Sam Whalum
(left) and Teaching Tolerance director Kelvin Datcher. Datcher recently replaced former
Teaching Tolerance head Jim Carnes, who left the Center. to become publications director
for Alabama Arise, a grassroots advocacy organization.

he Center this month launched a completely

overhauled, easy-to-navigate website at
SPLCenter.org. It provides more in-depth and cur-
rent information about the Center’s
work than the old site, offers greater
options for online giving and introduces
several new features.

“Our new site presents previously
unavailable resources to our donors and
to others wanting to learn about our
work,” said Penny Weaver, who managed
the old website and edits the SPLC Re-
port, the Center’s donor newspaper. “All
of the Center’s publications, as well as an
array of the Center’s court documents,
now can be accessed online.”

The Center launched its original website in
March 1997. In the spring of 2001, the Center be-
gan Tolerance.org, a principal online destination
for people interested in dismantling bigotry and
creating, in hate’s stead, communities that value
diversity.

Ashley Day, a Tolerance.org producer since
its inception, and Laura Maschal, who joined the

Laura Maschal

Tolerance.org team in March, coordinated and
worked on the redesign and rebuild of the Center’s
original site.

“When I analyzed our old website, I
found that the Center’s programs weren’t
fully represented online, and it was hard
= to update the site to let our supporters,

readers, and the media know what was
important right now,” said Maschal. “The
redesign of the site has simplified the up-
date process and brought every aspect of
the Center online”

Maschal cites the expanded and
streamlined online donation process
and the creation of e-newsletters as two
of the most exciting improvements to

the site. Visitors will also be able to sign up for a new
Hatewatch e-newsletter to keep abreast of the latest
hate incidents.

Other new features include a slideshow of pho-
tographs of the Civil Rights Memorial, an online
case docket, a sorting system for viewing court cases,
briefs and other documents, and e-cards that can be
sent for In Honor and In Memoriam donations.

ALERIE DOWNES

¥
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GIFTS RECEIVED BY THE CENTER FROM JUNE THROUGH AUGUST 2003

Edwina Ades ‘

Marina Streznewski &
Alan Alper

Emily Griffen & Laura
Andersen

Cathleen McAnneny &
Charly Archival

Lisa Arick

Christina Astrove

Lillie Aydt

Daniel C. Bailey

Roger Ball

Eva Barker

Deena Barlev

Richard Benson

Ted Berger

Dr. Debbie Berman

Stephen and Ronnie

Berman

|
|

David & Esther
Besbris

Sarah Black

Rosemary & Michael
Blinkoff

Alexis Blizman

Kelly Boike

Mr. J. Fred Bonaker

Yvette Santana Bowlin

James Thomas
Bowman, Esq.

Rhonda & Steve
Brazina

Mary & Sidney
Broffman

Christopher & Tansy
Brooks .

Bridgett & Craig '
Brown

Floyd H. Brown & |
Tewanna T. Rich '

Andrew Brucker, Esq.

Aaron Bruhnke

Lawrence T. Byes

Diane Carson

John Cebula

Judy Cedilote

The Center for
Teaching & Learning

Kathleen Chamberlin

Carole Goldberg &
Duane Champagne

Dr. Babe & Janet
Chappell

Rick Barbour & Cheri
Murch

Kathryn Chopra

Rose Marie Clancy

Jill Clark |

Lois “Sug”
Clingenpeel

Richard Cohen

Maxwell Cook

Spence & Nirmal Cook

Sean Cross

Kirsten Crossgrove

The Rev. Rebecca
Crummey

Fred Davidson

Morris Dees

Donna DeGiobbi

Marc Deheeger

Liz Lipski & Chris
Dennen

Jon Desenberg

Charlene Desir

Mary Lou Dillon

James R. Doudna, Jr.

Timothy J. Dreher

Kathleen Duffy

H. A. Dukes

Tiffany Dunn

Mr. & Mrs. Ralph
Berlowitz Edgewood

Charles E. Egger |

Jennifer Anker & Eric
Edelstein \

Cathy & Ben Espy

Mariel Ettinger

Richard Fagen &
Deborah Bundy

Myrna & Arthur “Chip"
Fawcett

Frances & Pat Federico

Jack Fidler

Rebecca Fine

Julia Green Fleming

Kimberly Fordham

Peter & Jessica
Forman

Mr. & Mrs. M.
Freedman

James Freeman

Mary Ellen Murphy
Gaffney _

Peter Gallacher

Jacob Gardner

Dolores B. Gau

James Carroll Gear

Ariel Gerber

Kenny Glasser

Elizabeth Goldman

Mr. & Mrs. Jerold
Goldman

Kenneth & Nancy
Goldshall

Sylvia & lerry

|
1
|
[
|
|

—— IN HONOR OF -

Goldstein

Mr. Moe Goodman

Warren Goodwin

Sarah & Harold
Gottlieb

Al & Joyce Gough

Joyce Brazel & Al
Gough

Mary Grah

Jadine Friedman &

Dovidshmuel
Greenstein

Mattie Gregory

Keith Gross '

Bea & Marvin
Grossman

Maher & Candy Hakim

Martha Hall

Mr. & Mrs. Roy A.
Hammer

Judge Robert

Hammerman

Benna Kushlefsky &
Seth Hamot

Bishop & Mrs. Charles
E. Harris

Bev Harrison

Patty Wolfe & Britt
Hassselbring

Cynthia Jane
Heisdorffer

Liba Weigbaum &
Jeffrey Herman |

Helene Heskel

Vivian Hudson

Jo & Ed Hummel

Darrin Hurwitz

Muriel & Seymour
Hyman

Silvio Hypolite

Jesse Jackson

Mr. & Mrs. Harold
Johnson

Ms. Bernice King |

Mr. & Mrs. Neal Kleiner |

Adam & Mimi Knott

Jeanne Kokes

Bob Koltnow

Brandon Korch

Ernest Korpela

Mr. David Kramer

Nelson Kramer

Richard Kulpa

Mr. ). P. LaCasse

Judy Landis

Hecky Lazar

Justen Lewis

Dr. Don & Merna

Lipsitt

Stephanie Fielding &
Bryan Lockwood

Robert Loeffler

Jennifer Lowe

Mr. & Mrs. David A.
Lunde

Jill Abramson & Jon
Malamy

Aaron Malki

Jim Manning

Millie Manning

Bill & Lois Masterton

Jake May

Jim McElroy

Murray L. Meltzer

Alan Mendel

Steve Mendelsohn

Fair School Staff
Merrifield

Dr. Rosalie Miller

Mr. & Mrs. Calvin
Miller

Linda Morley

Muffie Moroney

Alvin Moscowitz

Stephen Moses

Ann Nihlen

Jonathan Ostroff

Emily Ostrower

Shradha Patel

Judy Pernell-Stevens

Virginia Peterson

Mark & Miriam Pickett

Sara Block & Mark
Podger

Mr. Isidore Pomerantz

Dorothy Quentzel

Catherine Constantin
& James Reid

Lois Reitzes

Mrs. Eloise B. Renfro

Lela Faye Rich

Mary L. Roberts

Amy Robinson

Rayce Adam Rollins

Dr. Hilda Rollman-
Branch

Sheldon & Hannah
Rosinsky

Gilda Ross

Raven Oyedeji & Becky
Saffier-Ewing

Judy Sanders

Michel Santos & Ana
Carignani

Joe Schechtman

Rev. James Scheihe

|
|

Allan Schneider

Norman Seider

Dr. Joseph Selman

Annie Shawn

Jay & Suzanne
Shippen

Evelyn & Bert
Siegeltuch

Mitt Silberg & Linda
Berns

JoAnn Singband

Sarah Sitcov

Margo Solod

The Right Rev. Robert
R. Spears, Jr.

Mishala Spruijt

Gail Black Stahlberg

Mary Lee Stapp

Dr. & Mrs. Cary
Stegman

David & Peggy
Steinberg

Benjamin Goldman
Stephen

Molly Stetzer

Lynne Stockwell

Tambi Stoliman

Mark C. Stoneham

Mr. & Mrs. M. Strober

Tom Suydam

D. Iris Thor

Garrett James Thorpe

Juanita Tipton

Debbie & Bernie Toll

Hien Tran

Peter Trippi

Tom & Gania Trotter

Professor Bill
Underwood

Adam Varner

Susan Vatnick

Avis Walters

Fredrika Weisenthal

Helen Weiss

Janet Fosdick

Wertheimer

Suzanne S. Westwater

Robert Wielenga

Brenda Dreher Worth

Arna Yastrow

Joyce & Frank Young

Sandie & Andy Zander

Fred Zemble
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The Center accepts gifts in memory of someone who has died or in honor of a special occasion such as a birthday,
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Jack Matthew Abrams

Stuart and Darlane
Alper

Harriet Alpert

Seymour Alsher

Norman E. Angstadt

Laconey Anthony

Alaine Arndt

Clint Atkinson

Jack D. Atkinson

Benjamin Balter

Barbara Ann

Mary P. Barriga

Bob Becker

Maxine & Norman
Becker

Brianne Beesley

Freda Marie Levesque
Berard

Mrs. Hal Berns

Walter Berns

Mrs. Dorothy Blostein

James Bothwell

Rosie Bothwell

Joshua Brackman

Ltc. Harold N. Bradby,
Retired

Christine Branch

Hy Bronn

Doris Brunner

Morris Budnick

Jean Kemp Bundy

Ida Carlisle

Robert E. Carp

David and Florence
Carter

Leona Chafetz

Jeanette Cohen

Leslie Cohen

Ed Cohen-Rosenthal

Ethel Coleman

Jo Coltes

Rose Clifford Cooke

David Cossentine

Catharine Kay Cram

Ella Mae Rogers Cruse

Ann Cummins

Dorothy M. Curran

Emilio Jorge Daumas

Gertrud “Trudy”
Davidson

Bill Dienstein

William M. Dolan

Eileen Dorfman

Ella Drecktrah

Dr. William Dudley

Shirley Dunitz

Esther Edwards

Ed Epstein

Ruth Evans

Hon. Wilkie Ferguson

Kenneth M. Finney, Sr.

Tom Fischer

Ann Flaxman

Lillian Freed

Norman Friedman

Sherry V. Friedman

Lucy Fryxell

George Galerstein

Sunny Garfinkle

lack Gelb

Jasper Gentry

Jenny Glass

Lorraine Gold & Jeffrey
Gold

Richard Goldberger

Byron Goldstein

Irving Goldstein

Frederick B. Grady

Michael Green

Rose Greenberg

Arleek Greene

IN MEMORY OF

‘ Keith Gross
Danny Gueno
‘ Ida Laura Guerra
Brenda Joanne Hall
Mark Colice Hall
Addie Hallman
Carolyn Hardin
Cynthia B. Harrison
William D. Harvey
Alexandra Loverdou
Hershberger
Joe Hind
Joseph E. Hind, Jr.
Bernard Hirsch
Scott Hozman
| Robert M. Hughes
Elsie C. Jackson
luanita Cheatham
Jackson
| Walter Jarowitz
| MarkE. Johnson
Leon Jonas
Edna Lampert Jones
Kathleen Kamins
Stanley P. Kaplan
Doris Kapp
Mary Blaine Karam
Sol Karp
Charlotte Titi Kenyon
Caroline Kerlin
Beatrice Kern
The Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King
Anita Kiraby
Hildegard Kleiter
Harry Landau
Allen S. Lange
Mrs. Helen Larkins

Laveson
Bob Leacock
‘ Edmond Lipton
| Seymour & Elsie
Littman
| Irene Loverdou
i Dr. Herman Lubens
James E. Marcell
| Robert Marcus
Bill & Ethel Margolis
Sylvia Marlowe
Marsha Daniel's
| Mother
| Burke Marshall
| Georgia M. Martin
| Flora Maybury
‘ Robert Merrit
Ava Merritt
| Robert C. Merritt
Ruth M. Mesard
Theodore “Ted” Miller
Theodore L. Miller
Audrey Mogill
Angela Mortarotti
Alvin E. Moscowitz,
Esq.
Frances Movsesian
Ester P. Murphy

Anna J. Nelson
Helen E. Burgen
‘ Nestler
Morris Neuvirth
Richard Arthur Osthy
John Jacob Ostrow
Clifford Paltzer
Jennifer I. Pansing
Leon 0. Pinkney, Sr.
Arthur Pomper
Dr. Robert Post
Sol S. “Bud” Press
Alex T. Quenk
Murray Rand

Elizabeth & Nathan A.

Neale D. Murphy, Esq.

Joann L. Redlin
Aubrey V. Reid
David M. Revesz
Laurence J. Riis, Jr.
Anita Robilland
Ella Rosentoor
Linda Kent & Steve
Ross
Dr. Leon Rottersman
Charlotte Rubenfeld
Dr. Alan Rubenstein
Robert Bruce Sanders
Thelma Sanders
Lula (Mrs. Burt L)
Sarver
Joe Schavoni
Marvin S. Schindler
Rose Schmidtboyer
Fred Schmutz
Morton Schneines
Peter Schwed
David A. Scott
Janice Lerner
Seligman
Dr. Jean Sharrock
Dorothy Sheahan
Patrick Sheahan
Patsy Sheahan
Terry Sheahan
Mathew Shepard
Ernest Sherman
Louis Shuman
Ella & Pete Silve
Florence & Melvin
Silverman
James Hinton Sledd
Amy Smith
Marian M. Snyder
Chera Sommer
Ethel Spatzer
George Starr
Jane W. Stedman
Mrs. Helen Steffy
Morton C. Stevenson,
I
Esther Goldstein
Strassberg
Rubin N. Summergrad
Warren J. Sussin
Frank E. Taplin
Elizabeth Gleason
Thompson
Helen Tredway
Alvin Patrick Tucker
Brenda Turner
Charles Uhrhammer
Lisa Voss
David K. Waldman
George Walker, Jr.
Avis Walters
Irene Wasserkrug
Howard Neal Weiner
Fredrika Weisenthal
Kitty Ann Whalen
Mary White
Michael L. Whitman
Anthony J. Whoie
Dr. John Wesley
Williams
Margaret P. Williams
Dr. Carla Wofsy
Burt Wolfson
Nathaniel (Nat) Wright
Rhea Wynne
Carol A. Youmans
William Yungstrom
Charlotte Zaltzberg
Ida Zichlinsky
Carl Zimmering
Leo Zimmerman
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Center board member dies:
new chairman is elected

OULDER, coro. — Center
board member Frances M.
“Kelley” Green, a prominent en-
vironmental lawyer, advocate and
philanthropist, died on August 20
after a brief bout with cancer. She
was 57.
A Georgia native, Green be-
came familiar with the Center’s
work in 1973, when she spent a

Commerce shortly thereafter. She
left Washington in 1988 to teach
environmental law at the Univer-
sity of Colorado at Boulder.

She founded and was president
of the Boulder-based Land and
Water (LAW) Fund of the Rock-
ies, which grew under her decade-
long leadership to become an
effective environmental law and

Kelley Green (second from right) poses with fellow board niembers Jim McElroy (from
left), Joe Levin, Howard Mandell and Pat Clark after an April 2001 board meeting.

year in Montgomery clerking for
U.S. District Court Judge Frank
M. Johnson Jr., a prominent ju-
dicial figure of the Civil Rights
Movement. This began a life-long
commitment to advocacy work,
including her 15 years’ service on
the Center’s board.

She was later hired by Center
co-founder Joe Levin to work
on the Carter Administration
Department of Justice transition
team and then served as a deputy
associate U.S. Attorney General in
1977. Green became deputy gen-
eral counsel at the Department of

advocacy organization for the
Rocky Mountain West. In 1997,
Green founded and was execu-
tive director of the Denver-based
Earth Walk, an innovative envi-
ronmental education program
that teaches nature-centered life
learning to inner city 4th through
6th graders through classes and
wilderness camps.

After her death, it was revealed
that Green had also created and
directed a Boulder-based private
philanthropic foundation, the
Green Fund, through which she
anonymously supported many

causes dear to her heart, includ-
ing environmental  projects,
women and children’s concerns,
and the education of women in
Afghanistan,

“Environmental issues and
social issues are not that far
apart — both ultimately affect
all people,” Green told the SPLC
Report in 1996. “Serving on the
Center’s board of directors has
given me the opportunity to af-
fect the quality of people’s lives at
different levels.”

Green was a graduate of Welles-
ley College in Massachusetts and
George Washington University
Law School in Washington, D. C.

In other board related news,
Center board members recently
elected James McElroy, a lawyer in
private practice in San Diego, as
their new chairman. He replaces
Joe Levin, who stepped down this
summer after serving as board
chair for 32 years. Levin remains
on the board.

McElroy began his association
with the Center in the early 1990s,
when he volunteered his time to
lead the Center’s legal efforts to
collect the jury verdict rendered
against white supremacist Tom
Melzger for his role in the murder
of Ethiopian student Mulugeta Se-
raw. In the 13 years since the trial,
more than $150,000 has been col-
lected for Seraw’s family. McElroy
became a board member in 1996.

Other Center board members
are Julian Bond of Washington,
D.C., Patricia Clark of Nyack,
N.Y,, Lloyd Hackley of Chapel
Hill, N.C., and Howard Mandell
of New York City.

Longtime supporter meetes

Sacramento civil rights lawyer Douglas Greer (left), a Center supporter since 1983, was introduced to the Civil Rights Memorial by
Center co-founder Morris Dees when he visited Montgomery on May 3.

death in 2002 at the age of 78.

CORRECTION The june 2003 issue misspelled the name of Lucian Buscemi, who was pictured on page
7 with his parents, Steve Buscemi and Jo Andres. In the March 2003 issue, the In Memoriam feature
should have noted that Eli Glogow was a loyal Center supporter from 1981, not 2001 as printed, until his
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Student donor visits Ceter

Passing through Montgomery on her way to visit family in Louisiana, University of
Michigan graduate student Rachel Richardson (right) stopped to see the Center in April.
Human resources specialist Melanie Mulcahy was one of several employees that she met.
Richardson, a donor since May 2002, is a Dartmouth graduate.

Siri Aarons
Pauline Altman

Hoover Baker
James Belsey
Gustave Berliner
Rudolph C. Blitz
Tybel Bloom
Gladys S. Borrus
Sonia Brink
Patricia Brodie
Harriet T. Cantor
Mary Helen Carroll
Whitfield Cobb
Judith H. Cohen
Virginia Cooke
Maie Croner

Judge Henry Dietch
Edith A. Digate
Chris Dixie

Joel Dolkart
Bernard P. Donnelly
Warren R. Eakin
John O. Edwards
Robert C. Ellis
Beulah Elving
Lillian J. Epps
Elaine Ethridge
Blanche W. Ferris
Florence L. Fishbein
Mindelle ]. Fisher
Edith A. Fletcher
Ada W. Fritz

Lady Myra Fuller
June H. Gaudy
Willie Mae Gillis
Dorothy A. Glaser
Sol M. Gleser
Muriel H. Gray
Lillian C. Gross
Fanny C. Ham
Roseanne Hoefel
John T. Hornung
Sylvia Hyman
Richard R, Jefferson
Betty R. Kalin
Frances B. Kaplan
Mark Kasper

Julia Thomas Kroll
Barbara C. Kroon

Bonnie Kay Ashbaugh
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he Southern Poverty Law Center pays tribute
to the memory of supporters who included the
Center in their wills and other planned gifts.
The Center gratefully acknowledges the bequests received
from August 1, 2002, through August 31, 2003.

Marion C. LaDieu
Jerome Land

Anne S, Leifer

Jesse G. Levine
Margaret W. Littman
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Birthday inspires donor to bike for tolerance

UGENE, OREGON — To celebrate her

50th birthday, Joan Cavin bicycled solo
across America — to fulfill a long-held
dream and also to support
a cause she holds dear: tol-
erance education. She left
Florence, Oregon, on June
14 and arrived in Yorktown,
Virginia, on August 19.

Before leaving her home
here, Cavin circulated a let-
ter to friends and family, en-
couraging them to support
her effort with donations to
the Center. She has already
forwarded over $2,000 in
contributions and says that
since she’s returned home,
the checks continue to arrive.

Cavin, a high school art teacher and
mother of two, is enthusiastic about the
work of the Teaching Tolerance program.
“There are a zillion causes that I could have
chosen to support, but I wanted something
that I really felt was personally part of my
life,” she said.

During the ride, Cavin typically spent
seven hours cycling each day, covering 50
to 80 miles. She usually stayed in hotels
but carried camping gear with her in case
she couldn’t find indoor accommodations.
Overall, the journey was uneventful except

Joan Cavin

for some serious thunderstorms encountered
in Oregon, Missouri, Kentucky and Virginia.

Riding at her own pace, Cavin took
time to soak in the scenery,

. marvel at geological
£ features and read his-
§ torical roadside mark-

ers. But meeting new
people along the way
impressed her most
of all.

“I ran into just the
nicest people,” she said.
“Many said they didn’t
really know what tol-
erance was all about,
so I got the chance to
expose them to it.”

In addition to the many conversa-
tions she had with individuals, she
also spoke at a friend’s church in Indi-
ana and inspired them to raise money
for the Center. Since she’s gotten back
from her trip, she has been flooded
with requests to speak to groups
about her trip and about the Center’s
programs.
the Center’s anti-bias handbook 101
Tools for Tolerance to pass out at her
speaking engagements.

Cavin said she focused on two
things during her trip: patience and

She requested copies of

life,” she said. “You have taken on some of
the hardest, nastiest challenges that we face,
and somebody needs to show people how
important that is.”

perseverance. In this area, she received
some inspiration from the Center. “For the
people at the Southern Poverty Law Center,
_patience and steadfastness is your way of
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Joan Cavin finished her 3,900-mile journey in Yorktown, Virginia, where she rode her bicycle into the Chesapeake Bay.
“A number of people I asked for donations said they already contribute to the Center but would give another gift on
behalf of niy bike ride,” she said.

Leave a legacy
through Partners
for the Future

edicated supporters of the Southern Poverty

Law Center who include the Center in their
wills or estate plans are our Partners for the Fu-
ture. These special donors have decided to extend
their support beyond their lifetimes and leave a
legacy of tolerance and justice.

Writing a will and including a bequest to the
Center allows you to choose where your estate
will go and, in most cases, helps you to reduce
taxes on your estate. Your bequest or planned gift
— regardless of size — is a meaningful way to
honor the Center’s work and assure its future.

Civil Rights Memorial

If you are interested in receiving information
about wills, charitable gift annuities or other
planned giving opportunities available at the
Center — with no obligation — please contact
the Center’s planned giving department toll-
free at 1-888-414-7752 or complete and mail
the form below. You can also send an e-mail to

plannedgiving@splcenter.org.

IN MEMI]RIAM

If you have already included the Center in
your will or estate plans, please contact us so we
can update our records. We want to welcome you
as a Partner for the Future.

*
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0 The Center is already included in my will or estate plans. Please welcome me as a Partner for the Future.
O P'm interested in receiving general information about wills and planned giving.

Please send me information on the following specific planned giving opportunities:

O wills U Retirement Plans 1 Charitable Gift Annuities
O Securities O Insurance Policies O Trusts

My date(s) of birth is:

U Yes, please contact me. My phone is: ( )

Name

Address

City/State/Zip

E-mail address

Mail to: Partners for the Future - Southern Poverty Law Center -

P.0. Box 548 - Montgomery AL 36101-0548
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