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Center responds
to hate and bias
on campuses

Cn:ating, a guidebook to help
college students deal with hate
crimes and bias incidents on their
campuses in one thing. Putting it
to work is a challenge.

That's Brandon Wilson’s task
as an outreach associate with the
Center’s website-based activism
project, Tolerance,org.

Wilson is charged with help-
ing college and university com-
munities turn the ideas presented
in 10 Ways to Fight Hate on Cam-
pus into reality, bringing on-the-
ground changes to campuses
scarred by hate.

Students often fail to respond

“When students are victim-
ized, or when they are witnesses,
many fail to respond appropriate-
ly, if they respond atall,”
Wilson said. “10 Ways to
Fight Hate on Campus
helps students rise up
to hate and seize it as a
learning opportunity.”

The Center launched
10 Ways to Fight Hate on
Campus last fall. Wil-
son began his outreach
efforts simultaneously
with the handbook’s
publication,  inviting
interested campuses to
receive free copies of
it and offering his ser-
vices to campuses in the
midst or aftermath of
bias incidents.

The Center knew the
need was there. FBI and
U.S. Department of Edu-
cation statistics indicate
that every day a hate crime occurs
on a college campus. And ongoing
studies show that every year at least
500,000 college students are targets
of bias-driven slurs or physical as-
saults. Examples of bias on cam-
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puses occur across the country:

+ In New York, at Columbia Uni-
versity, a cartoon in “The Fed”
newspaper during Black Histo-
ry Month had panels with cap-
tions including, “Black people
were invented in the 1700s as a

form of cheap labor.”

Groups'at universities in Wash-
ington, Utah, Colorado, Texasand
New York — among other states
— have ‘held divisive so-called
“Affirmative Action Bake Sales,”
with prices tied to race, ethnicity
and religion. Protests and ill will
followed many such sales.

+ A decision by the College Re-
publicans group at Roger Wil-
liams University in Rhode Is-
land to offer a “whites-only”
scholarship created similar ten-
sions and divisiveness.

A January frat party blackface
incident at Georgia State Univer-
sity prompted a March meeting
to discuss racism on campus.
Hundreds of Georgetown
University students have been

Outreach associate Brandon Wilson speaks in Idaho.

speaking out against racism fol-
lowing a slur-filled email sent to
the Black Students Alliance.

* Someone scrawled racist graf-
fiti on the NAACP office door at
the University of Alabama.

Wilson and others were sur-
prised at the rapid and massive re-
sponse to the new guidebook. Re-
quests poured in. By March, all the
initial inyentory — 50,000 copies

— had been shipped to students

and adminis-

(continued on page 5) |

Congressmen visit Civil Rights Memorial

A Congressional delegation visited the Civil Rights Memorial on Feb. 13 as part a three-day tour of southern sites important to the
Civil Rights Movement. They placed a floral wreath on the Memorial’s table, held hands and sang the Movement antliem, “We Shall
Overcome.” Leading the group were Rep. John Lewis (D-Ga.) and Senate Majority Leader Dr. Bill Frist. Sponsored by.the Center, the
Memorial was designed by noted architect and artist Maya Lin and honors those killed in the fight for racial justice in America. The
building behind the Memorial, the Center’s former office, will be home to the Wall of Tolerance, scheduled for unveiling in 2005.

Hate groups, militias on rise
as extremists stage comeback

uoyed by rising numbers of

Skinhead and Klan groups,
the American radical right staged
something of a comeback last
year. The Center’s Intelligence
Project counted 751 group chap-
ters in 2003, up 6 percent from
the 708 that were active the year
before, a gain partly accounted for
by improved tallies of black sepa-
ratist groups. Hate websites rose
from 443 in 2002 to 497 last year,
a 12 percent increase.

Key sectors of the hate move-
ment were particularly dynamic
in 2003. The number of racist
Skinhead groups doubled over
the prior year, and several new
Klan groups appeared.

But there were also spectacular
failures. The organization former-
ly known as the World Church of
the Creator, for many years a lead-
ing neo-Nazi group, virtually dis-
appeared following the jailing of
its leader Matt Hale, who stands

trial this spring for allegedly so-
liciting the murder of a federal
judge. The National Alliance, once
the most important hate group in
America, was reduced to about
half its former size.

“Patriot” groups — antigovern-
ment groups like militias that are
animated more by conspiracy the-
ories than racial hatred — surged
for the first time in years, jump-
ing 20 percent from 143 groups in
2002 to 171 last year. Patriot web-
sites also rose, from 152 sites in
2002 to 162 last year. And Patriots
have become more militant. At a
heavily attended January Patriot
event, speaker after speaker called
for revolutionary violence.

Terrorist threats uncovered

Several frightening events
served as a reminder that not
all terrorists come from faraway
places. In Texas, a man and his
common-law wife were found

with an arsenal including half a
million rounds of ammunition,
more than 60 pipe bombs, si-
lencers, remote-control briefcase
bombs and the parts needed to
make a sodium cyanide bomb ca-
pable of killing hundreds.

In South Carolina, antigov-
ernment extremists allegedly
murdered two law enforcement
officers in a massive shootout. A
religious zealot and former Army
Ranger was arrested after alleged-
ly plotting to bomb abortion clin-
ics, churches and gay bars. And an
arsonist destroyed an Indiana Ho-
locaust memorial museum.

Here are snapshots depicting
2003 trends on the radical right.

Racist Skinheads: The num-
ber of Skinhead groups more
than doubled, from 18 chapters
in 2002 to 39 chapters in 2003.
In part, this growth resulted from
Skinhead activity in New Jersey,
where a third of (continued on page 3)
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Supporter thanks Center
for its work against hate

In January, Center donor Crystal Cheryl Bell of Culver City, California, wrote
this letter addressed to Center. co-founder Morris Dees, president Richard Cohen
mdnﬂﬁemﬁofﬁe&omhmmhww

[read in ymu' December

newspaper that you have re-

 ceived a great deal of hate mail
- foryourworkregarding the Ten

bemg there everyday

You are not alone. There

éare millions and millions of

us “little people” who believe

Commandments
manummt and

the teim‘val of appret:i'até' truth,
T my dapand e S
 To counter- ~ just as an ideal
act some of that gwg me but also a;h an
‘mail, 'd like to _ cvtryday reality.
just take a mo- hOpe.. This is the world

“You make

ment to thank
you very much for all the work
“you do. Those who are vocifer-
ously on the side of hate always
seem to have so much to say. |

“don’t have much to offer than
to simply say thanks.

You all do wonderful work.
You make my day and give me
hope. Thank you for your en-
ergy, your commitment and
your hard work, Thank you for

After reading about the tor-
rent of hate mail directed toward
the Center for its role in remov-
ing the Ten Commandments, |
decided to double my usual an-
nual contribution.

D.S.
Albuquerque, New Mexico

Every yearas I show A Placeat
the Table I am reminded of how
much good you do for students,
I teach in a community of much
prejudice and very few minori-
ties. The students really watch
and discuss this video. Please
keep up the good work.

J. G.
Marshall, Illinois

This is a quick note to tell
you how much our school has
benefited from your programs
this year. Our principal shared
the Rosa Parks video [Mighty
Times] with his history class
and then shared it with several
teachers, who, in turn, shared it
with their students. The Teach-
ing Tolerance CD [I Will Be Your
Friend] with music from various
countries was a huge hit with our
music teacher and others who
had been searching for a song
that was included in that selec-
tion. We participated in Mix It
Up at Lunch Day, and an aide in
charge of lunch for our K-4 and
5-6 groups has continued Mix It
Up weekly throughout the year.

Thank you for the wonderful
materials!

S

South Hero, Vermont

[ just saw the item on your
website concerning extremists
trying to take over the Sierra Club

T want to create
and to have created with me
by those around me —a world
that my grandchildren can live
in without fear.

Don’t lose heart. You're on
the side of the good guys. Just
keep doing what you're doing.
Heaven has a place for you,
and if you believe in God, God
is on the side of love. Keep on
loving and never give up.

(see story on page 3). As a former
Club member, I am alarmed and
disgusted. Thank you so much
for bringing this issue to public
attention. I have long admired
the Center for fighting intol-
erance of any kind, no matter
where it rears its ugly head.
LS.
Bloomington, Minnesota

It is not easy to put into
words my thoughts about your
work. Every month as I write the
check to the Center, [ pause and
attempt to grasp your incredible
accomplishments and the years
you have devoted to make this a
better world.

G. M.
San Mateo, California

How shameful that people
who call themselves Christians
could write such disgusting hate
mail [December 2003 SPLC Re-
port]! They obviously have no
idea of what it really means to be
a Christian or an American. God
must surely be grieved by their
actions in his name. He does not
need us to worship Ten Com-
mandments monuments, for he
said, “I will put my laws in their
hearts, and I will write them on
their minds.” (Hebrew 10:16)

I had the pleasure of hearing
Morris Dees speak here recently,
and I’'m sending my 2004 renew-
al to further your great work.

N. A.
Anderson, Indiana

You all do such admirable and
professional work. You make me
a better teacher! Thanks.

J I

Minnetonka, Minnesota

in what you be-
lieve in and who

Retired pastor and wife visit Center

Betty and John Dodson of Charleston, Illinois, stopped by the Center when they were
traveling through Monigomery last year. Center co-founder Morris Dees (center) took
a minute to chat with the couple, who began contributing to the Center’s work in 2002.
John Dodson is a retired Presbyterian minister who participated in the Selma to
Montgomery march for voting rights in 1965.

Center supports bill
to restore civil rights

WASHmG'mN, p.c.— Center
president Richard Cohen
joined other civil rights advocates
for a February 10 ceremony on
Capitol Hill to announce the in-
troduction of Fairness: The Civil
Rights Act of 2004.

The bill, an affirmative re-
sponse to the significant erosion
of rights by U. S. Supreme Court
decisions over recent years, has
the support of a myriad of civil
rights and social justice organi-
zations, including the Southern
Poverty Law Center.

“The Court has
turned back the clock on civil
rights,” said Cohen. “That’s why
we're urging all our supporters to
get behind this legislation.”

The Leadership Conference
on Civil Rights (LCCR), the civil
rights coalition that has coordi-
nated the national legislative cam-
paign on behalf of every major
civil rights law since 1957, spear-
headed the advocacy efforts that
culminated in the introduction
of the new bill. The organization’s
work was supported by modest
grants from the Center,

Supreme

Center’s help is critical

“The Center and its support
were critical to the development
of the bill, and we really thank
you for it,” said Wade Henderson,
LCCR executive director.

One Supreme Court decision
that substantially limited civil
rights protections came in a Cen-
ter case, Alexander vs. Sandoval.
“In Sandoval, the Supreme Court
ignored an unbroken quarter-

century line of precedent,” said
Cohen. “At this point, we can’t re-
store civil rights protections with-
out Congressional action.”

The new act seeks to address
the inequities created in decisions
like Sandoval and also give vic-
tims of discrimination based on
age, sex, disability or religion the
same rights and remedies avail-
able for other forms of unlawful
discrimination.

The last sweeping civil rights
legislation to pass Congress was
in 1991, when the Civil Rights
Act of 1991 reversed the Supreme
Court’s 1989 decisions that nar-
rowly interpreted job discrimi-
nation laws. That act provided,
for the first time, money dam-
ages to compensate victims of
intentional job discrimination
and to deter future employer
wrongdoing.

The Fairness Act is sponsored
by Senator Edward Kennedy (D-
Mass.) and Representatives John
Lewis (D-Ga.), George Miller
D-Calif.), and John Conyers (D-
Mich.). Although its passage pres-
ents a challenge in this political
year, he bill’s mere introduction
gets the erosion of civil rights on
the public agenda. Hearings on its
merit will draw further attention
to these issues.

“By enacting the Fairness Act,
Congress can take a step forward
toward ensuring equal justice
for all,” said Cohen. “We encour-
age Center supporters across the
country to contact their represen-
tatives in Washington and urge
them to support this bill.”
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Center exposes threat to Sierra Club FFESPTE gence Briefs

Center officials recently helped
expose stealth efforts by anti-
immigration leaders to seize con-
trol of the environmentalist Sierra
Club, prodding Club activists to
defend the Club from the “hostile
takeover attempt.”

Years of work studying the far-
right anti-immigration movement
paid off for the Center’s Intelli-
gence Project last fall, when staff-
ers realized that hard-liners within
the Sierra Club were moving to
elect directors to the board in an
effort to get the Club to adopt a
platform calling for cutbacks on
immigration into America. At
the same time, hate groups began
calling on their members to join
the Club in an effort to sway the
board elections that will be settled
by mail-in ballot this April 21.

Letter warns Sierra leadership

In October, Intelligence Re-
port editor Mark Potok wrote a
lengthy letter to Club president
Larry Fahn, warning that long-
time anti-immigration activist
John Tanton had set his sights on
the Club as far back as 1986, when
he discussed the Club as a target
in a secret memo to colleagues.
Potok’s letter stressed Tanton’s ties
to Club director Ben Zuckerman,
a leader of the current takeover
attempt. It also pointed out that

anti-immigration groups uncon-
nected to the Club were asking
their members to join the Club
to vote for the anti-immigration
board candidates.

The Club is important to anti-
immigration activists because of
its well-respected voice, its politi-
cal pull on Capitol Hill, a budget
of some $83 million a year and its
large membership. These activists
believe their message would be
taken more seriously if delivered
by the Club.

Potok also reminded Fahn that
forces allied with Zuckerman had
attempted in 1998 to get a ballot
proposition adopted that would
have put the Club on record in fa-
vor of much-reduced immigration
into the United States. That mea-
sure was ultimately defeated in a
60 percent to 40 percent vote, but
only after a hard-fought battle.

The letter also pointed out that
the Center has no position on
the correct level of immigration.
Instead, Potok wrote, “we do not
believe that the debate should be
controlled or shaped by bigoted
activists and hateful ideology;
rather, it should be discussed and
decided by citizens within our
democratic forums.”

In January, the Center went
a step further, with Center co-
founder Morris Dees announcing

his candidacy for the Sierra Club’s
board of directors. Dees then used
hiscandidate statement, which was
mailed to all 750,000 members of
the Club as part of the board bal-
lot, to ask that Sierrans not vote
for the leading three candidates
from the anti-immigration bloc.
He also asked that they not vote
for him, as he was running for the
sole purpose of trying to publicize
the Club takeover attempt.

Club faces serious crisis

The next day, 10 former Club
presidents wrote an open letter
denouncing the takeover attempt
and describing it as the biggest
crisis in the 112-year history of
the Sierra Club. In the next days,
three more former Club presi-
dents signed on.

In addition, a website called
Groundswell Sierra, opposing
the anti-immigration candidates,
went up on the Internet. Since
then, dozens of Club leaders have
begun to work against the anti-
immigration board candidates.

“It seems clear that mainstream
Sierrans oppose this attempt to
subvert the environmental mission
of the Club,” Potok said. “But in the
last board election, just 8 percent
of Sierrans voted. What’s needed
now is for members of the Sierra
Club to make sure they vote.”

Hate groups, militias on the rise

(continued from page 1) the active chapters are located.
But it may also be related to the increasing challenge
being posed to Hammerskin Nation, a confederation
of Skinhead groups that had long been the dominant
force on the scene. Toward the end of 2003, Ham-
merskin Nation was faced with several new upstart
factions in Indiana, Ohio and Pennsylvania.

Neo-Nazis: This category showed a staggering
decrease of 32 percent. The drop was attributable to
the demise of the World Church of the Creator, the
largest such group in 2002 with 88 chapters. But af-
ter Hale’s arrest that December, the group now called
The Creativity Movement began to collapse. Just six
chapters limped into 2003.

The National Alliance, a neo-Nazi organization
headquartered in West Virginia, has lost about half its
membership since the 2002 death of its leader, Wil-
liam Pierce. Though there are signs that the group
is stabilizing, it is increasingly held in disrepute by
almost every other neo-Nazi organization, and its
current leader, Erich Gliebe, has seen no let-up in
attacks on his character and management style. The
Alliance’s white power music operation, Resistance
Records, is in a bitter battle with other racist labels,
including its chief competitor, Minnesota-based Pan-
zerfaust Records.

Meanwhile, White Revolution, the creation of for-
mer National Alliance official Billy Roper, came on
strong. Roper solidified alliances with groups includ-
ing Resistance rival Panzerfaust and many Klan and
Skinhead groups, and he organized a major rally at
the Center’s offices in January 2003. -

The Aryan Nations showed a surprising resurgence
in 2003, doubling its chapters from 11 to 22, even
though leader Richard Butler has lived in a suburban
home in northern Idaho since a suit brought by the
Center cost him his rural headquarters compound
in 2000. This expansion may have been driven by
Butler’s extensive travels, including to Roper’s Center
protest. At the same time, a rival split-off group by

THE GROWTH OF HATE IN NEW JERSEY
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the same name, headed by ex-Butler loyalists August
Kreis and Charles Juba, fell from 12 chapters to two.

Ku Klux Klan: Klan groups, which had been
relatively unimportant on the radical right, seemed
to surge. There was a large number of Klan rallies,
cross-burnings, and other events. Several new groups
appeared on the scene. The Orion (for “our race is
our nation”) Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, based in
Alabama, was started in early 2003 and was highly
successful in building up membership, particularly
in Florida. In North Carolina, the Cleveland Knights
of the Ku Klux Klan started operations last summer.
And the Georgia-based Southern White Knights was
restarted last November and grew rapidly.

Other: This category includes a hodgepodge of
groups espousing hateful doctrines. The largest of
these groups, the 15,000-member, white supremacist
Council of Conservative Citizens, continued to drift
further to the right, adding anti-Semitic and Holo-
caust denial items to its website. Holocaust denial
groups seemed to be doing well. The Institute for
Historical Review, based in California, held two high-
profile events last year and revamped its website.

tracking extremist activity

Black supremacist guilty
of child molestation

ATLANTA, GA. — On January 23,
after nearly four decades of lead-
ing quasi-religious “black pow-
er” cults in New York and rural
Georgia— and systematically sex-
ually abusing members’ children
as young as age 5 — Dwight York,
the leader of the United Nuwau-
bian Nation of Moors, was found
guilty on six counts of sexually
abusing children and four counts
of evading taxes. He could serve
as many as 30 years in prison on
these federal charges.

York still awaits sentencing on
77 state molestation charges to
which he pleaded guilty last year.
Another hearing will be held to
determine whether the govern-
ment can seize the Nuwaubians’
467-acre compound in Putnam
County, Ga.

National Alliance
leader takes donations,
then pleads guilty

DAHLONEGA, GA. — When Geor-
gia's National Alliance leader,
Chester Doles, was arrested for il-
legal weapons possession last year,
leaders of the fractured white-na-
tionalist movement saw a golden
opportunity to promote solidar-
ity in the ranks. Instead, they end-
ed up even more divided.

A fundraising campaign to
“free Chester Doles” managed to
raise nearly $80,000 online for
a lawyer to represent the former
Klan leader, who has been arrested
for assault a dozen times and once
nearly beat a black man to death.

The campaign seemed like a
welcome success for the troubled
white supremacist movement
until Doles pleaded guilty in
January. That left many donors
feeling betrayed — and wonder-
ing what Doles did with all those
donations. In late March, Doles

| was sentenced to five years and

10 months in prison.

Tennessee man gets 10
years on weapons charge

NASHVILLE, TENN. — A federal
judge on March 17 sentenced
former paramedic Michael Smith
to 10 years in prison for weap-
ons violations, rejecting defense
claims of mental illness.

Smith had earlier pleaded
guilty to possession of a weapon
in a school zone and three counts
of possession of destructive de-
vices after being spotted in Janu-
ary 2002 with assault weapons,
parked by a Jewish preschool.
When police later arrested him,
they found large caches of lethal
explosives; virulent hate literature;
computer evidence that Smith
had researched Jewish schools
and synagogues here and in At-
lanta, and sniper eqtiipment.

Other evidence showed Smith
was a card-carrying member of
the white supremacist National Al-

liance and had sent e-mails saying
Jews should be baked in ovens.

Racist financial advisor
convicted of fraud

SPOONER, Wi1s¢. — Christian Iden-
tity adherent Chris Temple, who
was indicted for running a mil-
lion dollar scam last year, pleaded
guilty in February to mail fraud
and money laundering charges.
He was to be sentenced in March.

Temple’s investment company,
National Investor Publishing,
had been widely touted in both
antigovernment and mainstream
publications — but was apparently
a facade for an elaborate scheme
Temple hid from investors with
humble “Christian” charm. In-
vestigators allege that Temple
stole $1.6 million from investors
between 1998 and 2003, using the
money to publish antigovernment
literature, remodel his home, and
pay off earlier investors. Temple
faces a maximum sentence of 40
years without parole.

Temple is the former co-owner
and associate editor of Media By-
pass,an antigovernment magazine
that featured articles written by
prominent neo-Nazis after Tem-
ple purchased it along with fellow
Identity adherent Paul Hall. Due
to the fraud charges against him,
Temple lost his share of Media
Bypass last summer. But he wasn’t
put out of business as a financial
adviser. CBS MarketWatch.com
quoted Temple’s advice as late as
November. In February, the re-
spected Hulbert Financial Digest
was still tracking National Inves-
tor, and Temple’s online newslet-
ter remained current.

EURO chief quits white
supremacist movement

METAIRIE, LA. — Aspiring porn
king Bruce Alan “Vince” Breed-
ing quit his job as national direc-
tor of David Duke’s European-
American Rights Organization
(EURO) late last year in the wake
of an Intelligence Report exposé.
The story exposed Breeding’s
New Orleans-based porn site
and its companion magazine.

Breeding claims that he has
now left the white suprema-
cist movement for good. Before
EURO, he held a leadership po-
sition in the National Alliance,
which has traditionally inveighed
against pornography as a Satanic
invention of “the Jews.” Fifty-
four-year-old Kenny Knight, for-
mer leader in Duke’s National As-
sociation for the Advancement of
White People and current mem-
ber of the Council of Conserva-
tive Citizens hate group, has been
named Breeding’s replacement at
the helm of EURO.




(1

4 SPLC REPORT

MARCH 2004

New resources help
teach Brown vs. Board

Some Supreme Court decisions
change more than just the law;
a few change our nation.

The Spring 2004 issue of
Teaching Tolerance magazine com-
memorated the 50th anniversary
of one such ruling, the landmark
Brown vs. Board of Education de-
cision striking down segregation
and initiating the modern Civil
Rights Movement, with a special
30-page classroom section.

“Our staff did a tremendous job
crealing an amazing resource for
educators,” said Jennifer Holladay,
acting director of Teaching Toler-
ance. “It was an ambitious project,
and the entire Center staff contrib-
uted. It was a total team effort”

Teacher response was positive:

“Having taught social studies
for 30 years, I can honestly say
that the Spring 2004 edition of
Teaching Tolerance is best single
reference for teaching govern-
ment or civil rights that I have
come across,” wrote Rex Scott of
Lincoln, Nebraska.

Students and teachers weren’t
the only ones affected by the
Brown coverage.

“In researching Brown vs.
Board, 1 found myself moved time
and again by the bravery of indi-
viduals and the collective bravery
— and vision — of large groups
of people who refused to let edu-
cational inequality last a moment
longer in this nation,” said Brian

Willoughby, senior writer and edi-
tor for Tolerance.org and author of
the teaching section’s feature arti-
cle, “An American Legacy.” “Their
work is a lesson for us all about the
power and possibility of change.”

In addition to the usual circula-
tion to 600,000 thousand teachers,
thousands of additional copies of
the magazine have been requested
by community, faith and univer-
sity leaders. The Brown vs. Board
resources are also available online.

The Spring 2004 edition of
Teaching Tolerance magazine was
also the debut of a new look for
the 12-year-old publication.

Focus group feedback early last
year pointed to a need for a dif-
ferent approach to presentation
of the magazine’s content, as well
as an overhaul of the magazine’s
original cover design. The new
cover includes headlines high-
lighting the major features inside.
The magazine also returned to its
original, larger size. In addition,
seven different typefaces used in
the old magazine was pared to
two, creating an airy, lighter and
easier-to-read publication.

“I listened to our readers and
decided design improvements
were critical,” said Center design
director Russell Estes, who did
most of the work on the new look.
“Judging from the favorable com-
ments we’ve gotten on the spring
issue, we've succeeded.”

Curriculum spotlights
Vietnamese Americans

Vietuam — aword that evokes
S0 many images: a war, a
homeland, an exodus, a past, a
foreign place.

Vietnamese American. Not one
or the other, but both Vietnamese
and American. Two worlds inter-
twined.

Released in February, a new
online curriculum from Teaching
Tolerance and the Orange County
Asian and Pacific Islander Commu-
nity Alliance (OCAPICA) is help-
ing teachers nationwide shed light
on this unique identity group.

High school teacher Rocky
Parker is among thousands of
teachers who have accessed “Viet-
namese Americans: Lessons in
American History” online.

“Your lesson plans on the Viet-
namese immigration experience
are terrific,” wrote Parker. “I used
the one on ‘Immigration and Refu-
gees’ for my AP Human Geography
class. The students really liked it!”

First developed by OCAPICA
in a print format and published in
the Spring 2004 issue of Teaching
Tolerance magazine, the Center
wanted to make the curriculum
accessible to everyone via its web-
site.

“OCAPICA had developed an
expansive resource, but its distri-

bution had been limited mainly
to the areas surrounding Orange
County, California,” said Ashley
Day, the Center’s website produc-
tion manager. “By putting the
curriculum on our website, the
Center had an opportunity to

ane
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Vietnamese American curriculum online

get this wonderful curriculum to
many more people.”

And those “many more people”
are coming. In just four weeks,
more than 6,000 lesson plans were
downloaded.

“Your organization has been
one of our biggest supporters,” said
Diep Tran, program officer with
OCAPICA. “We are deeply appre-
ciative of the Center’s support.”

Visit “Vietnamese Americans:
Lesson in American History”
online at www.teachingtolerance.
org/vietnamese.

John Spellman in front of the U.S. Courthouse in Montgomery, Alabama

[nnocent man freed

after dogged legal work

t took nearly a decade for

Center attorneys to prove that
police coercion, falde testimony
and suppressed evidence led to a
wrongful murder conviction for
John Charles Spellman.

Those years of hard work paid
off in January, when the state of
Alabama dropped its appeal of a
federal court order that freed a
man who spent 18 years — over
half his life — in prison for a crime
he didn’t commit.

Spellman was 17 when he was
sentenced to life in prison for the
1985 murder of a convenience
store clerk in his rural Alabama
hometown. His trial, however,
was far from fair. Center legal
director Rhonda Brownstein was
shocked at what she uncovered
when going through files from
Spellman’s original trial.

Faulty evidence led to conviction

“Prosecutors used faulty evi-
dence and perjured testimony to
secure a conviction,” Brownstein
said. “The state’s key witness later
recanted his testimony and admit-
ted that the police made a secret
‘deal’ with him in exchangeifor his
testimony against Spellman.”

In addition, Brownstein found
that key evidence, such as the fact
that Spellman’s footprint did not
match that of the murderer, had
not been shared with the defense
as mandated by law. Spellman
was convicted solely on the basis
of circumstantial evidence, which
could have been refuted by the
physical evidence that was denied
to his attorneys.

Brownstein first met the for-
mer inmate in 1995 during prepa-
rations for a lawsuit to ban the use
of chain gangs and hitching posts
in Alabama’s prisons. While incar-
cerated, Spellman actively worked
to improve the injustices he saw

in the prison system, and he was
eager to help with the case. He
testified at trial that he had suf-
fered severe pain while chained to
a hitching post in the hot sun for
several days. The case, Austin vs.
Hopper, was ultimately successful,
ending Alabama’s notorious chain
gangs and hitching posts.

A companion case, Hope vs.
Pelzer, went to the U.S. Supreme
Court, which held that hitching
posts are cruel and unusual pun-
ishment banned by the U.S. Con-
stitution,

Inmate helped Center lawsuits

Spellman was involved in oth-
er cases concerning the rights of
prisoners, including Spellman vs.
Hopper, a Center suit that secured
the First Amendment right of
prisoners to receive reading mate-
rials while incarcerated.

“1 wasn’t the typical prisoner.
I fought the guards, mentally and
physically,” Spellman said, citing
one instance where he went on a
hunger strike for 60 days.

By the time he got involved
with the Center, Spellman was fo-
cused more on improving prison
conditions than on proving his
innocence.

“I had given up on getting
out,” he said. “There’re only so
many times you can tell people
you didn’t do it.”

But after hearing his story,
Brownstein felt she could find a
way to help him.

“Rhonda took it upon herself
to find the truth,” he said.

In 1996, Center attorneys
brought a post-conviction ap-
peal on Spellman’s behalf, citing
the numerous procedural and
constitutional violations that
Brownstein found had occurred
in his original trial. As part of
the appeal, the Center sought to

obtain evidence from the crime
scene for DNA testing. (Spellman
had been convicted before DNA
testing was widely available.) But
state authorities refused to release
evidence for testing.

In September 2001, a U.S. mag-
istrate judge recommended that
the Center’s habeas corpus petition
be granted, that DNA testing be
allowed, and that Spellman should
be released from prison. He found
that “the state’s conduct in this
case, suppressing the evidence, al-
lowing false testimony to go un-
corrected, and then arguing that
false testimony to the jury borders
on prosecutorial misconduct and
is ‘a corruption of the truth-seek-
ing function of the trial.”

Spellman was finally able to
leave prison in 2002 when a U.S.
district court judge affirmed the
magistrate’s  recommendation.
But because the state had ap-
pealed, he still lived under the
threat of having the ruling struck
down and being sent back to pris-
on. When the results of the DNA
tests came back negative in late
2003, clearing him of involvement
in the murder, the state dropped
its appeal.

Spellman wasted no time in
putting his life back on track.
Within 18 months of being re-
leased, he had purchased his own
home and had become a partner
in a successful computer network
integration company. He is now
married and the father of a three-
month-old baby boy.

“While we are proud that our
work freed an innocent man in
this case, we also recognize that
Spellman’s situation is only one ex-
ample of the many injustices that
exist in America’s criminal justice
system,” Brownstein said. “How
many other innocent people are in
prison — even on death row?”

VALERIE DOWNES
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Conference addresses hate studies program

POKANE, WAsH. — Scholars gathered

here March 18-20 for a conference de-
signed to establish the nation’s first aca-
demic program of hate studies.

Hosted by the Gonzaga Institute for
Action Against Hate, the groundbreaking
conference was held at Gonzaga Universi-
ty’s campus.

The Center was a sponsor of the Inter-
national Conference to Establish the Field
of Hate Studies, and its co-founder and
chief legal counsel, Morris Dees, was the
keynote speaker at the conference’s closing
banquet. He offered encouragement and
hope to an audience of more than 200. “It
is so important that we make this a nation
for all our people,” he said.

Other conference sponsors were the
American Jewish Committee (AJC), the
Simon Wiesenthal Center, the Kootenai
County (Idaho) Task Force on Race Rela-
tions, and the Alberta Civil Liberties Re-
search Center in Canada.

Specialists from a variety of disciplines,
including sociology, journalism, law and
education, attended the meeting. They pro-
vided their expertise in developing curricu-
la for colleges and universities that adopt
hate studies programs.

“An academic program is desperately*

needed to study why hatred has been a

SPECIAL

Center co-founder Morris Dees greets guests at a banquet held by the Institute for Action Against Hate at
Gonzaga University, where he gave a keynote address. The dinner concluded a three-day conference,
co-sponsored by the Center, on hate crime studies.

common human experience,” said Ken
Stern, a member of the Institute’s board
and a specialist on anti-Semitism and ex-
tremism with the AJC. Stern was the key-
note speaker on March 19.

“While various academic disciplines have
important things to say about hate, they are
all prisoners of their own methodology, and
each looks at the phenomenon in frustrating

isolation,” Stern said. “Hate, however, doesn’t
work in such a piecemeal fashion. It impacts
all of our lives. It’s not just a hate group here,
a discriminatory practice there. Hate in-
forms hundreds of wide-ranging concerns,
among them how we prepare our children
to live in an increasingly diverse nation, how
we train our police, and how America will be
viewed by friends and foes around the globe.

An interdisciplinary approach is needed.”

The Center has used the judicial sys-
tem to effectively bankrupt organized hate
groups, and it developed pioneering tol-
erance education programs to stem the
growth of hate in future generations.

Dees and the Center were appropriate
partners for the event, having used legal
tactics to fight hate in Gonzaga Universi-
ty’s backyard. In 2000, the Center success-
fully sued the notorious neo-Nazi Aryan
Nations, shutting down its compound
in northern Idaho. The compound had
turned the northwest region into a gather-
ing place for some of the most dangerous
white supremacists in the country.

The Gonzaga Institute for Action
Against Hate was founded in 1997 with the
goal of combating hate through research,
education and advocacy. Laurie Wood, se-
nior intelligence analyst and law enforce-
ment training coordinator for the Center’s
Intelligence Project, serves on the Institute’s
board and was a member of the conference
steering committee,

“The conference was a great first step to-
ward establishing a core curriculum of hate
studies,” Wood said. “The Center is fortu-
nate to connect with a wide range of experts
in this field and to play a role in building a
model program at Gonzaga University.”

Promoting tolerance éducation

Center staffers Kelvin Datcher (from right) and Anna Geismar-Bowman helped
spread the word about Teaching Tolerance when they displayed an array of its resources
at the annual conference of the National Council of La Raza, an Hispanic advocacy

group, last year in Austin.

Center takes "10 Ways’
project to college campuses

(continued from page 1)  trators
campuses across the country.

And by March, Wilson had
booked campus visits across the
country. In February alone, Wil-
son visited campuses in Alabama,
Colorado, Minnesota, Nebraska
and New York.

Wilson is also coordinating
a media outreach campaign, in-
cluding posters, newspaper ad-
vertisements and public service
announcements for campus radio
stations throughout the nation.
He is also appearing as a guest
on radio and TV programs, dis-
cussing campus hate crimes and
bias incidents in a variety of loca-
tions.

Wilson brings a personal, as
well as professional, level of ex-

on

pertise to his work.

A 2002 graduate of Auburn
University in Alabama, he was part
of that campus community during
and after two incidents involving
fraternity members wearing black-
face and other racially offensive
costumes to Halloween parties.

Armed with those firsthand
lessons, and the new guidebook,
Wilson hopes to help students
and others rise up against hate
and intolerance in effective, long-
lasting ways.

“Everybody has experienced
hate,” Wilson said. “However, not
everybody knows how to respond
to hate.”

The new handbook can be
found on the Center’s website at
www.tolerance.org/campus.

Grant helps Louisiana students
learn tolerance after racial slurs

AFAYETTE, LA. — A brawl and

racial slurs following a North-
side High School football game
here shocked the school and its
community and served as a call to
action for journalism teacher El-
len Bayless.

Students from St. Thomas
More, a predominantly white
Catholic school on the south side
of town, were accused of referring
to public Northside High School
students as “porch monkeys” and
their community as a “welfare
recipient’s paradise.”

A Teaching Tolerance
grant enabled Bayless to
develop a program on tol-
erance, racial prejudice and
hate crimes to counter the
damage the incident caused.

“I want to teach my stu-
dents how to handle situa-
tions ethically, profession-
ally and legally,” she said.
“Responses they learn from
television and their peersare
not usually appropriate.”

Most students, Bayless
said, believed they should
have responded to the slurs
with some sort of physical
assault.

“The emotion from the game
resulted in tension on the field,
but that does not excuse what
happened,” said a Northside foot-
ball player.

To help students deal with inci-
dents like the football game brawl,
Bayless conducted workshops
on anger management, conflict

resolution and problem solving

skills. She encouraged students to

submit ideas and problems that
could be addressed.

The teenagers used the
school newspaper, newsletters
and website to publish alterna-
tives to violence. The monthly
newsletter described solutions
that focus on classroom behav-
iors, interpersonal relationships
and real-life conflicts that stu-
dents may face.

“lI learned to acknowledge

simple standards, such as nonvio-
lence, to keep things under con-
trol and to respect those who are
engaged in activities to inspire the
true meaning of tolerance,” one
student wrote.

Northside students also part-
nered with a local elementary
school and demonstrated skills

necessary for everyone to show
tolerance. They wrote, illustrated
and published a related anthology
for placement in each elementary
and high school.

In sharing her concerns before
the Committee to Rebuild Lafay-
ette North, Bayless pointed out that
bias exists against Lafayette’s north
side based on race and economics.

“Students should not be ste-
reotyped because of where they
go to school,” she said.

She said that committee mem-

With help from a Teaching Tolerance grant, Lafayette teacher Ellen Bayless responded fo a
racial incident.

bers urged other teachers to apply
fora Teaching Tolerance grant and
offer racial tolerance training.
Since its inception in 1997,
the Teaching Tolerance grants
program, with the help of Center
supporters, has funded nearly 900
innovative classroom projects for
educators across the country.
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John & Joanna Aamodt

Kristi & Lucien Agniel

Katherine W. Akers

Anne K. Allen

Chuck & Ginny Allen

Margery F. Allerdice

Amanda Amert

Charles & Ventana Amico

Mr. & Mrs. Red Anderson

Edwin Apfel

Clyde R. Appleton

Paul & Kathie Ascher

Caleb Aylsworth

W. D. Sampson & Ellen
Babinsky

Eileen Turner Baccus

Melissa Bailey

Brad Baker & Afifa Sayeed

Dr. Carol A, Balfe

Radhe S. Bansal

Elizabeth Barbee

Susan R. Baskin

Jacob Bass

Jane W, Bauer

Martha & Felix Baver

Diane Baumgardner & Family

Mr. & Mrs. D, Becker

Mr. & Mrs. R. Becker

Mr. & Mrs. S. Becker

Delores Bell

Gila Kaplan Belsky

Cindy Bencal

Heidi & Bob Bendetson

Eric S. Bendfeldt

Mary N. Bendfeldt

Naomi Benson

David R. Berkiey

Daniel Bertram

Rebecca Bien

Mickey & Bernie Bliden

Dr. & Mrs, Sidney Bloch

A. B. Bonds

Neil Boris

Courtney Bowie

Katie Bowles

Gary & Heather Boyd

The Bradleys

Judge & Mrs. Leonard
Braman

Dr. Jeffrey Brantley

Paul Street, Dr. Frances Price
& Jackie & Allen Bridgeman

Sonia & Robert Bronstein

Ms. Ashley H. Brooks

W. Blair Brooks, M.D. &
Nancy Philips, M.D.

Mr. Christopher R. Brooks &
Ms. Louisa Williams

Mr. & Mrs. Graham Brooks

Ms. Jennifer L. Brooks

Drs. John G. &
Christina L. Brooks

Ms. Sarah H. Brooks

Dr. Norman Brown

Floyd & Tewanna Brown

Jack Brussel

Ben Solberg Bryant

The Buchbinders

Larry Bugenstein

Alexander Jacob Bullard

Mrs. Clifton Bullard

Frank & Joan Bunker

Karen Burgan

Mary Brungardt Buser

Sue Cain

Connie Campbell &
Renee Sappington

Deborah Capwell

Mrs. H. Adams Carter

George Castaneda

Joan Cavin

Margo & Alberto Cerri

Bertram Chalmer

Bob & Rhoda Chanin

Kellie Childs & Paul Childs

Staff & Volunteers of Chinn
Park Regional Library

Kathryn Chopra

Jocelyn Chrisley

Sandy Goodman &
Michael Chusid

Mrs. Ruth Ann Cioci

Barbara Clark

Beth Clark

Sally & Richard Cleary

Max Cleveland

Joann Coates

Jeremy Cohen & Belkis Suarez

Carola & Stu Cohn

Jim & Renee Coley

David A. Collins, Sr.

Bob & Carla Conaty

Susan B. Conley

Eric & Lauren Conner

Carolyn & Bruce Cooper

Sidney M. Comrich

Mrs. P. A. Coulthard,
Fran, Ruth & Becky

Rev. & Mrs. John Crocker, Jr.

Colleen Curran & M. E.
“Robin” Foster, Jr. & Family

John & Elizabeth Current

Judith & Joe Daffecti

Andy Dale

Fred Davidson

Scott Davidson

Diane & Frank Davis

Kelly Rebecca Davis

Perry Davis

Ruthanne Davis

Hazel A. Dawson

Gov. Howard Dean
Grandma De!
Dhammika Dharmapala

| Albert & Carmen Dixon
| Rebecca Lee & Jim Domke
| Elyn Dortch

Pat Doust

| James Scully Downing
| Florence Duitz

Emma Elizabeth Duncan
Wendell Floyd Duncan
Barney Durham &

Loris Michalowski
Ann Baker & Tom Easley
Muzz Ebright
Virginia & Albert Edahl

| Prof. Milton Edelman
. Margaret L. Edwards

Delores & Mel Ehrlich

| Phyllis Enrlich

Oliver Edward Eig

Ches Elkins

The Family of James Engquist

Dr. Louis A. Fanning

Riaz Faroogi

Jane & Paul Farrell

Gina Felicetti

Evan Fieldman

Beverly Fill

Lauren, Rachel & Becca Fine

Madeline Fisher

Matthew Fisher, Jared &
Ethan Ravetch & Steven
Smith

| Elizabeth Flynnperrault
. Phil & Sandra Forbus
' Rita Fordham

Diane Ofarim Forward

Mr. & Mrs, Charles &
Donna Foster

Betsy Singer & Nathan,
Rebecca & David Fox

Madeline Whitlock &
Emesto Franco

| Marjorie Frantz

Eli Freediand
Mr. M. Freedman
Cynthia Fret
Peter M. Fried
Hunter & Lynn Frost
Christopher Fuchs
Jennifer Fuller
Julie Fuller
Carol Lambert,
Christy Furman,
Bob Furman & Patrick
Furman
Mr. & Mrs. Ken R. Furst
Arnie & Jolee Garcia
Maria Garcia
Angel Garrido
Lanard M. Geddings
Mr. & Mrs. John M. Geisel
Clare Geller
Jane Gempeler & Jo Gempeler
John & Susan Genovese
Tamika Williams &
Maximus Gibbs
Page Allen & Fred Gibson
Henry Gibson
The Town of Gifford, Florida
Peggy Gilbert
GMACM Enterprise
Compliance
John & Joan Goodell
Mason Goodner &
Maris Samsel
Warren Goodwin
Prof. & Mrs. George J. Gordon
Michael Jeremy Grace
Shanna Gray
Polly Greenberg
Cantor Kay Greenwald
Stephen Griffey &
Melinda McGough
Brent Griffith & Family
Joan Griffith & Family
Paul Griffith & Family
Heri Geisner & Bryan Gross
Mrs, David Hakamson
Max Hale
Mr. Ayres Hall
Rev. Benjamin C. Hall &
Ms. Stacy Cristo
Ms. Miriam P. Hall
Bill Haller
Joseph D. Halloran &
Barbara Henry
Ethan Halpern

| Sharon Halstead

Mrs. Joan Hamiel
Mrs. Brenda Hampton
Celeste Hand
Henrietta Handwerker
Nancy Savory Hansen
Jacqueline M. Hanson
Dr. Ann Hardt

Mrs. Dora Harvey
Derek Hatley

Mary Hayley

Mr. & Mrs. David Hazel
Lisa & Lee Hedgepeth

| Max Hedgepeth

| Karlos & Jennie Hill

Michael Hill & Deanna Eby
Susanne Hill
Eileen Hinds

IN HONOR OF

Ronnie Hirsch
Barbara & Tim Hodges
Elisabeth Hoffman
Mrs. Margot Hoffstadt
Mrs. Alice Hoguet
Maxine R. Hollie

Linda & Doug Holly
Lewis Holman, Esq.
Laurie & Donn Holmes
Bill & Chris Hope

| Porter & Lynn Horgan

| Claire Hornstein

| Katy Houston

| Mr. Graham Hovey

| Leland A. Howard, Jr.

I Mr. Andrew Huang

| Bill Huckaby

| Garry & Cindy Human &

Family

| Marc ligen
| Mark lllingworth

Joey Ives

Margaret Jackson

Nancy & Jerry Jacobs

Gayle Carr & Dr. Avery Jenkins
Bab Johansen

Bab Johnson & Karen Haven

| Eric Johnson & Elke Weber
| George & Esther Johnson

| Jim & Barb Johnson

. Karl Johnson &

Michelle Giger

- Margaret Sally Jones
- Tim & Leni Joseph

Nicholas Karakelian
Michael Karp

| David R. Karpe, Esp.

Sheila Kaufman
Jen & Ed Keith

| Steven Keith

| Kelly & Rob

| Blanche Kerkman

| Sue Kesler

i Prof. Vincent Khapoya

Paul H. Kindling

Mr. Larry King

Channing Kirkpatrick

K. Cook, L. Cole, G. Liptak,
L. Patenella, M. Guider, H.
Briskin & C. Kline

Bill Kloss & Charles Timbrell

Ernest Korpela

| Bernard Kramarsky

The Kresch Family

Mary & John Krogness

Mary Ann Krupa

Ellen Kulka

Sally & Nat Kurnick

Joyce Kurzweil

Joan Lanigan

Elizabeth Cameron &
Josh Larios

Larry & Ginny

Nancy Larson

Charlotte Lebowitz

Krista Lederer & Family

Thomas B. Leech

The Leeds Family

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Levett

Esther Levitt

Rita Levy

Sheryl Lyss & Paul Lewis

| Alan Libman

Isaac Lieberman
Mr. Milten Lieberman
Jeffrey B. Liebowitz
Susan Lilienfield, Ph.D.
Dr. Lyn S. Lindpaintner
Drs. Robert &

Joan Linsenmeier
Billy Lipton
David Lischner
Mrs. C. K. Little
Mrs. Bancroft Littlefield
John W. Littiefield, M.D.
Brian Lioyd
Ms. Chris Long
Gayle, Jim & Kelly Looby
Kevin & Elizabeth F. Looby
Jonathan Lottich
Jennifer Lowe
Judith A. Lucier
Rev. Dr. Philip Lyon
Ms. Julie Magenheim -
Jo Majors
Martin Malecha
Ami Mankey
Josep Marcus
Dr. Frances G. Martin
Karen Martin
Shirley & Marv Martin
Julia Harumi Mass &

Che Che’ Martinez
Dr. Edna C. Mason
Elizabeth Mason
Gwen Stewart Masters
Darlene Matloui-West
Debra Mattina
William B. Mattingly, Jr.
Ross McCarthy
Miss Lucy Anne McCluer
Julie Beth McCoy

- Mr. & Mrs. Henry L. McFalls
. Mrs. Ginny Mclnroe
. David McKinley &

Christine Lorenzo
Ruth & Mike McLaughlin
Miss Lauren D. McLeod
Gary Mehr

Barbara Meislin

Phyllis Mellow

Eugene Menaker

David Metheny

Samuel Metters

Andrea Michaels

Jane Miller

Joshua Mills-Knutsen

Janet Mishodek

Andy Montgomery &
Beth Negronida

Betty Moore

Ed & Kate Moore

Sean & Karina Moore

Linda Morley

Janet Morris

The Mosers

. Aviva Moster

Linda Mott

Debbie Mueller

Mary Munich

Ann Murray

Jane Mutti & Bunny Sjogren
Mrs. Mary Myashita

Judith & Peter Myerson
Elizabeth & Keith Nagle
Rachel & Hannah Nathanson
Randy & Jane Naylor
Sandee Nebel

T. Kerby Neill

Marvin Newberg

Susan Newcomb

Joan & Jim Nicholaisen

The Noceti Family

The Nomberg Family

Sally North

Annette Scott Nowlin

| Carolyn M. Nowlin

Charles M. Nowlin

G. Preston Nowlin, Jr.

G. Preston Nowlin, Il

Dr: John B. Nowlin

Judith Justice Nowlin

April & loe Nunez

Mr. Dennis J. 0'Grady

Therea 0'Halloran-Johnson

The Rev. Grayce 0'Neill

Lisbeth Jane Omnstein

Tom Ott

Mrs. Katherine Palmer

Juan Palomo

Carol Parker

Ana Parks

Carolyn Chappell &
Charles Pascoe

Albert & Martha Pennybacker

Pete & Cassi

Marion Peters

Barbara Peters' Brother

Sara Lee Pincus

Jayne Pleasants &
Karen Smith

Nell Polk

Mr. & Mrs. Bancroft R. Poor

Mrs. Hustace H. Poor

Arnie Portner

Karen Johannsen &
Dick Powers

Lee Prellwitz

| Mrs. Kathleen S. Prins

Israel Quitcon, Jr.

Sid & Lillian Radeloff

Zach Radford

Alan Raflo

John Ratliff

Mrs. Charles R. Read

Linda Rebman

Charles A. Reinhardt
& Dorothy Davis

Kimron Reising

The Reiss Family

Dennis & Beau Rezendes

Thais Ridgeway

Christy Rishi

Prof. Christy Rishoi

Dr. Jo Anne Robbins

Vandarra Robbins

Heather & Eric Rodriguez

Mr. & Mrs. Elias C. Rodriquez

Andrew Romanoff

George Rosen

Shirley Rosen

Jack Rosenson, D.M.D.

Beverly Rosenthal

Herb & Ro Rosenthal

Jon Rosky

Blanche & Reuben Rosloff

Rev. Elder Nori Rost

Mr. Morton Roth

Ruth Rothschild

Stephanie Rotsky

Jonathan Rubin

Cheryl Rusten

Dottie Ryan

Julie Rydberg

Carolyn Sachs

The Saddler Family

The Safyer Family

Robert L. Salley

Elliot Saltzman

Bill Samaha

Ebin Sandler

Prilly Sanville

. Jeremy Sarna
| Diane Sauer

Herbert . Sauer
Ruth Saks & Chuck Sawyer

Edith Schielber

Waria & Bill Schnaper

Carleton Schwager

Emanuel & Karlton Schwager
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Schwartz
Mike & Traci Schwedt

Toni Serpe & Frank Scotti
Domenic Screnci

| J.B. Scully

Rebecca & Andrew Scully
Marc Seligman
Stan & Claire Sherman
Abby Notterman &

Frank Siciliano
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Silberberg
Robyn Sitverman
Michae! Silverstone
Dr. Ellamae Simmons
Terry Simmons
Martha Simpson
Peter, Susanna & Max Singer
Samuel L Singer
Allen Smith
Ellen Smith
Marcia & Roger Smith
Mary Louise & James

W. Smith
Willie & Jenny Sordillo
Annette Spector
Ed & Amy Speiber
Gerry Spence

| Mark & Lynn Springfield

Mr. & Mrs. Maurice Sprinz

Dr. Michele Steffens

Alan & Marsha Stein

Maybeth Soverno & Rory Stein
Jack Steinberg

Bob & Ginny Stephens

Mark Sternagle

Lauren Stevens

| Carolyn Stewart
Mr. & Mrs. Ayres S, Stiles-Hall

Dr. Randy Stoecker
Colonel Thomas L. Strand
Marcia Strickland

Mr. & Mrs. Phil Strull

| Lois Sturm

Sylvia Sucher

Robert Summer

Ben & Lizanne Suter

Jane Swartzback

Sandy Swirnoff

Cantor L. Szneer

David Taruski

John Tavormina

Bernard Taylor &
Barbara Silverstein

| The Teacher Preparation

Dept. at the Univ. of TN
Trish Halloran & Bill Tecosky
Joe & Marge Teeley
Ms, Terri Temkin
Nan & George Ten Eyck
Bradley S. Thomas
Bernice Tillett
Miriam Komor Tohill
Judy Tolbert
The Rev. Dr. Gordon &

Margaret Torgersen
Quetzali Torres
Sheri Townsend
Bob & Marilyn Troppmann
Elizabeth Davis Trussell
Arthur W. Tucker
Donna J. Underwood
Dennis J. 0'Grady &

Tino Venezia
Fran & Tony Ventrice
Ms. Barbara Vernon & Family
Liz Visser
Olga Visser
Lori Yobejda
Grace Walker
Janet Wallace
Tom Suydam & Bill Wallace
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Wallace
Mr. & Mrs. William Wallace
Walt
Suzanne Eileen Wankel
Mr. & Mrs. James Warren
Rita Warren
Chevy Washieuricz & Family
Arnie Wasserman
Warrant Officer William

Waugaman, USMC-Reserve
Susan & Seward Weber
Fred Weck
Norman Wecker
Dr. Carroll A. Weinberg
Joan Gold & Joe Weinman
Judith Moll & David Weiss
Phyllis Wender
Carol & Douglas White
Larry Williams
Michael Willis
Paula R. Wilson
Helen & Oli Wolcott
Daryl James Woody
Sarah, Joshua, Zachary,

lan, Melissa Mark, Samuel,

Hannah, Madelyn, Lam An &

Barbara Yuodsnukis
Nancy & Bob Zapletal
Mr. Robert Zausner
Nancy & Timothy Zeiger
The Zeveloff Family
Jay Zimmerman
Sandra & Bill Zuckerman

Melanoush “Mel” Abajian
Dr. Harold Abel
Lillian S. Abelow
Isidore Abrams
Anita Addisen
Karl Aiken
Harriet Alpert
Devin Lee Alt
Stanley Amdurer
Al Arfin
Betty Aronow
Julia Aronson
Sol Auner
Maria Avila
Ferdinand Ira Baar
Mrs. Byford Baker
Mrs. Robert Baker
Virginia MacLeod Ball
Gunther Barth
Frances Bartley
Rob Bartow’s Mather
Carlo Basail's Father
Beniva Claire Jackson Bass
Beals
George Beck
Susan Beery
Aaron S. Bell
David Bell
Scarlett Bellamy
Georgiana L. Benway
Dr. Lewis Berner
Harry Bernstein
Joe Bernstein
Leah Bemstein
Carole Bissell
Dotis Bloch
Harris Bolin
James Bothwell
William L. Botts, Jr.
Isabel “Sis" Boyd
Ray Brackett
Gordon Bradwick
Anthony J. Bralick
Harry Branch
Therese “Terri" Braun
Geraldine McEmery
Bridges
Mrs. Jerry Bridges
Mrs. Eloise
Rinsland Brody
Fay Brown
Ira W. Brown, Jr.
Edmund Brownell
Clarence Butler
Dla Cecilia Butler
John B. Carroll
Tony Celebrezze
Hyman Chanen
Annie Chavis
Ella Cheatham
Gerald Chiss
Isaac & Ruth Clayman
Edward Clymer
V. Sarah Coblentz
Ethel Coleman
Rose Cooke
Pauline Cover
Dr. Robert E. Currie
Virginia Currie
Coline Cuthbertson
Maidee Damsky
Ashley Christine Davis
Linda Marie Eva Davis
Mrs. Eve (Williams)
Diamond
Raymand E. Dias
Rose Doherty
Mary Donnellon
Elbert Donsbach
Ellen Hand Du Bois
Loyd Dunning
Anne Dudley Edwards
Ann Ehlen
Jeff Elstein
Katherine Everett
Rosalee Familant
). Arnold Feldman
Marian Andrew &
James Fielding
Leon Fleicher
George Fleming's Father
Prof. Albert Folkard
Ms. Eileen Fond
Dr. Gilbert Franklin
Mollie Franks
Rabbi Simon Friedeman
Betsey Ray Fuller
Ruth Gaby
Harold Gast
Oscar Gattis
Jane Gebuhr
Nancy Ginter's
Grandmother
Robert A. Glick
Helena W. Goodman
Adele Gordon
Myer Gordon
Rita Gordon
Zena Gorman
W. C. “Bill" Graeler
Esther Gralnick
Mary Gray
Frances Kelley Green
Jim Green
Minerva Greenfield
Adele Ada Ellman Griggs
Michael Griggs
Alexandra Grilkhles
J. Eugene & Relaine Grotjohn
Vera & Aaron Gurevich
Dr. Leonard Gutner
Norma Hagler

IN MEMORY OF

Lotte B. Hall
Byron 0. Hansen
Mrs. Elizabeth M.
Harden-Gilmore
Sheila Ware Hardnett
Norma Harrison
James R. Hartman
James C. Hattemer
Bobbie Hazelkorn
Eleanor Hellenger
Hilty Hermann
Sadie Cates Hickman
Mrs. Vicki Higgs
Donna Highstein
Ernest Hilficker
Raobert W. Hocker
Ann Hoffman
Dr. Edward Hoffman
Jim Hoftman
Virginia Proctor Holland

| Wayne Holley
| Jane Hood
| Dr. Harry Horowitz

Andrew “Andy” Horton

Lt. Col, Andrew Steele Horton,
USAF Ret.

Jerge Inguanzo

Sylvia Jaffe

Vinson F. Jamir

Nathaniel Johnson

Malinda Rosetta Jones

Clarence Jordan

Rosemary A. Judge

Jean Judge's Sister

Nettie Kammerman

Isreal Kaplan

Dr. Rubin Kaplan

Phyllis W. Kates

Ruth Perimutter Kates

Steven Avran Katz

Christine Kearney

Elissa Keiser

Dorothy & Herman Keiter

Alma Sams Kennedy

Vivian “Jack" & Violet Kerns

Ann Kindler

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Diana Knowles

: Isadore Kolman

| Jerome Kramer

. Sonia Lynn Krasik
1 Jim Lagano

| Alice C. Lamoureux
¢ Irving Landerman

Anne & Robert Landsman

Mr. Roy Langdon

Antionette Lantelme

Lauretta Ledterman

Brandon Lee

Dr. Ya Yan Lee

Reginal Jerome Lee

Jack Leeds

Norman M. Left

Mary Gray Legg

Mr. & Mrs. Willie Lenox

Kathleen Kelley Lentz

Bette Leonard

Florence Leonardini

James M. Lester

Martin Levine

George Levy

Scott Levy

Maxine Lewis

Dr. Murray Lewis

Miriam Lippman

Mae Florence Lipshie

Harold Littenberg & Barbara
Littenberg Thompson

Ramona Tripp Livingston

Linda Loew

Paul Loew

Kevin Lord

Allen P. Lovejoy Ill

Kathleen Marie Lovendahl

Walter Lowe

Gary Lozier

Rick Lucero

James W. Lundberg

Helen Lukens Benson Mann

Beth Margulies

Paul Marino

Elaine Marks

Angela Marsh

Mildred S. Massel

Charmaine Marie Gardiner

Massey
Rev. William Mathews
Arthur S. Mathis
Susan Maxwell
Jim May
Daniel Patrick Maynahan
Gabriel Catalfo &
Alexander Mclntire
Jack McOwen
Eleanore Meadows
Lucille & Maury Medwick
Mike Melody
Elizabeth Menkes
Ana Maria Metzger
Sylvan Meyer
Helen Knox Miller
Nina Marlene Mills
Mrs. Rose Mirvis
Helene Molstad
James R. Moorman
Judy Mostovoy
Herb Nelson

| The Rev. David Ng
Gertrude & Osean Nimetz
| Fr. W. 0'Donnell

Willy Ogel
Scott W. Olesen

Bernice “Bunny” Paster

Pauline Peace &
Michelle Peace

Gregory Peck

Howard Pell

Manny Petkov

William D. Phears, Sr.

- Anna Picardo

John Pierce

Berneice Hurmence
Pitchford

Esther Poholsky

Grace Polansky

Sol Rabkin

Joan Mhoon “Ginga” Raiford

Hon. William B. Ramsey

Aibi Reed

| Melanie Walker Reilley
| Ricback & Moster

Grandparents
Barbara Richardson
Emerson Robertson
Dr. Ruth A. Rebin
Catherine Robinson
Mr. & Mrs. Lioyd Rodwin
Claude Rogers
Nate Rogers
Ida & Harry Rosen
Susan Rosenberg
Vivian Rosenberg
Phillip Rosenbloom
Julius Rosenwald Il
Dorothy Ablon “Dottie” Ross
Ronald D. Ross, Sr.
John B. Runnels, M.D.
Judith Cotton Runnels
Paul D. Sachter
Else Sackler
Max Saltzman

| Devon Sanders'

Beloved Mother
Margaret Savernmann

| Dr. Hilde S, Schesinger

David B. Schneiderman
Thelma Schwartz's Mother
Lloyd & Mary Seaman
Andrew N, Sears

Bill Sebor

Mr. Herschel Sessions, Sr,
Cynthia Shaw

Matthew Shepard

Sof Sherr

Jack Shultz

Louis Shuman

Lang M. Shupp

Morris Sigal

Paul Simon

Jean F. Skillman

David Small

Don Smith

George Sotshy

Kathy Soule

Bernard Sperber

Bill Spindell

Alvin Spitz

Audrey Spring

Jack Springer

Kevin J. Starks

William Stenzel

David Charles Sternberg
Rutherford B. Stevens, M.D.
Elaine H. Stone

Mary Lou Stone

Harrison Streisfeld

Alice Sutton

Paul R. Sweet

Evelyn Perler Tager
Grace Thiesen

Audrey Thompson

| Beverly Belofsky Tolliver
i John P. Tordella
+ Anthony Trigiani

Jeanne Mariko Tuomey

Rita H. Tybout

John D, Upham

H. Barton Yan Viiet

Gewn Visser

Isabel E. Boyd Wagner

Lucy Ward

James Weber

Teresa Wegener

Anna Weiss

Dr. Lester Weiss

Lewis Weiss

Mattie Wellington

Virginia R. Wesby

Mimi Whitehorn

Rev. John E. &
Marian Wilcox

Clifton Wilder

Annette Edyth
Krasner Williams

Jack H. Williams

Sagan Kimry
Williams-Carey

James Clayton Witson

Dr. John Wilson

John Wimberger

| Carla Wofsy
- Bemard R. Wolf
| Gary Wolf

Kwong Hong Wong

| Barbara Martin Woodard

Mrs. Sybil Yerman
Gail Zarr

Bessie W, Zimmerman
Jay Zimmerman

Jesse Zuckerman

Ria Zucrow
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Musical couple are committed Center supporters

Music has always been central
to the lives of Center do-

nors Mike and Corky Hale Stoller.
Mike and his songwriting partner,
Jerry Leiber, have produced some
of the most famous tunes in his-
tory, including “Hound Dog,”
“Jailhouse Rock,” “Stand By Me,”
and “Fools Fall in Love.” Corky
has performed harp, piano and
vocals with celebrities such as
Barbara Streisand, Tony Bennett
and Billie Holiday.

But the two share more than
just a passion for music — they also
share a commitment to promoting
justice and tolerance, which they
have proven over the years through
their loyal support of the Center’s
work. Recently, they chose to dis-
tribute a significant sum from the
Stoller Family Charitable Lead
Annuity Trust to the Center over a
period of 20 years, supporting the
Center’s work to fight discrimina-
tion well into the future.

Mike Stoller was exposed
mainly to Broadway and classical
music in his childhood home, but
discovered the sounds of boogie-

CONTRIBUTED

Morris Dees (left) and the Stollers

woogie music from African Amer-
ican children at an interracial
summer camp he attended. Asa
teenager, he sought out that mu-
sic at jazz clubs in Harlem and at
Manhattan’s famous 52nd Street.
Stoller and Lieber’s first hit,
“Hound Dog,” was originally
written for blues singer Big Mama
Thornton. As it turned out, the
song was made famous by new-
comer Elvis Presley. “Hound Dog”
ended up topping the charts, turn-
ing Elvis into a star and bringing

the sounds of boogie-woogie and
the blues into the mainstream.

Stoller and Lieber continued
their work, writing several other
tunes for Elvis, all of the Coast-
ers’ hits, and songs for artists such
as the Beatles, the Rolling Stones,
Little Richard, the Beach Boys,
Barbara Streisand, Frank Sinatra,
Sammy Davis, Jr., Eric Clapton
and more. Smoky Joe’s Café: The
Songs of Leiber & Stoller opened
on Broadway in 1995 and became
the longest-running musical re-
vue in Broadway history.

Mike’s wife, Corky Hale
Stoller, also boasts an impressive
musical history. Considered to
be one of the finest jazz harpists
in the world, she had her first job
at the age of seven, playing piano
for the Horace Heidt band. She
has played harp with Liberace,
piano with Billie Holiday and
Mel Torme, and was invited to
the White House to perform with
Tony Bennett. Since 2000, she has
produced a star-studded show,
“Corky Hale and Friends: From
Tin Pan Alley to Beverly Hills,” at

Tuskegee alumnus visits Center

Center research assistant LaDonna Carpenter (left) hosted Dr. Conrad Pope and his wife, Carla, when they visited the Center on March
5. A professor of veterinary pathology at the University of Delaware, Dr. Pope traveled to Alabama to attend the 40th anniversary
reunion of his Tuskegee University veterinary school classmates. A Center donor since 1992, Dr. Pope is also a Friend of the Center,
making monthly contributions.

. MAKE A TRIBUTE GIFT

The Center accepts gifts in memory of someone who has died or in honor of a special occasion such as a birthday,

| anniversary or graduation. Donors may also give a gift just to say “Thank you.” The Center will send a card to the

PLEASE PRINT

i

~ In Memory of

| am enclosing a special gift in the amount of $

person honored or the family of the deceased. Complete this form and mail it with your contribution,

' In Honor of

To celebrate his/her/their

- SEND ANNOUNCEMENT OF GIFT TO:

Name

Address City/State/Zip
INDICATE ON ACKNOWLEDGEMENT THAT GIFT IS BEING MADE BY:

Your Namel(s)

Address Gity/State/Zip

Phone {in case of questions)
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the Beverly Hills Civic Center.
She doesn’t just limit herself to
musical endeavors. For 17 years,
she owned a successful clothing
store in Beverly Hills. She also
owned Corky’s, a popular restau-
rant in New York City, appeared
for three years on a successful TV
show in Rome and produced sev-
eral hit theatrical productions.
For all her successes in the
entertainment industry, she is
equally proud of her political and
charitable work. She introduced
to the city of Los Angeles the pro-
gram Angel Harvest, which picks
up leftover food from top res-
taurants and celebrity events and
donates it to various shelters for
battered women, indigent seniors

and the working poor. She has
also been an avid supporter of the
Coalition to Ban Gun Violence
and Planned Parenthood.

The Center’s work to promote
justice and tolerance is important
to Corky, who has a long history
of supporting civil rights causes.
As a freshman at the University of
Wisconsin, she was one of the first
white students to join the NAACP.

“What drew me to the Center is
the fact that Morris Dees put the
KKK and many hate groups out
of business and that he continues
to work hard to fight hate, despite
the danger he faces,” Corky said.
“That is enough to convince me
and my husband to support his
work forever.”

Siri Aarons

Leone Adelson
Nancy E. Allis
Bernard J. Alpers
Pauline Altman
Sara A. Barth
Bruce . Batts
Martha S. Bean
Neva Belsey

Hazel Berglund
Rudolph C. Blitz
Frederick G. Bordwell
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Patricia Brodie
Mary Helen Carroll
Whitfield Cobb
Judith H. Cohen
Alice Crocker

Maie Croner
Catherine Cutler
Jane Dachtelberg
Leonard B. Davis
Judge Dietch

Edith A. Digate
Margaret A. Dobbie
Joel Dolkart
Bernard P. Donnelly
Beulah Elving
Lillian J. Epps

Leo Finkelberg
Osmon C. Fox
Florence E. Franklin
Jack Frishman
Lady Myra Fuller
Helen M. Gill
Dorothy A. Glaser
Pennie Greenfield
Lillian C. Gross
Fanny C. Ham
Helaine J. Hamelstein
John T. Hornung
Catherine Jervey
Butler A. Jones
Milton Kalina
Mark Kasper
Louisa S. Kassler
Sylvia G. Kerbel
Edna W. Klein
Freida Kraines
Arthur Kulik
Marion C. LaDieu
Rotan Lee

Ilse A. Leitinger
Ann T. Levi
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he Southern Poverty Law Center pays tribute
to the memory of supporters who included the
Center in their wills and other planned gifts.
The Center gratefully acknowledges the bequests received
from February 1, 2003, through February 29, 2004.
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Rosalyn M. Mervis
Eugene Mechler
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Elizabeth Moore
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Esther Murphy
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William Ogul
Elizabth G. Oshlag
Helen Otley

Alma Paulsen-Hoyer
Dorothy E. Payne
Allis B. Peaker
Margaret E. Perry
Robert Pierce
Lillian W. Pope
Robert E. Ragsdale
Lois B. Reed

Mary A. Rice
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Burns W. Roper
John H. Rosenberg
Harriet Roterus
Elizabeth R. Rottger
Lucille Saner

Jane S. Schwartz
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Sally R. Sheehan
Dayle ]. Smith
Eleanor K. Spaar
Joan E. Spencer
Irma Stein

Ray A. Stevens
Earle E, Stibitz
Henry Sumid

Ford Swetnam
Jacquelyn Trimble
Richard T. Ubben
Adelaide B. Vawter
William G. Veazie
Helen H. Werba
Jewel Wright

David Ziskind
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Idaho town tackles hate with help from Center

0scow, 1paHO — Following recom-
mendations offered in the Center’s
Ten Ways to Fight Hate, citizens here re-
cently provided a textbook example of how
a community should respond when hate
rears its head.
They were concerned about local min-
ister and religious extremist Doug Wilson,

University
ofldaho

Intelligence Report editor Mark Potok was forum’s keynote speaker.

who is infamous for co-authoring Southern
Slavery, As It Was, a booklet providing a bib-
lical defense of slavery. It presents slavery as
“a relationship based on mutual affection.”

Wilson presented his ideas at the Uni-
versity of Idaho during a three-day confer-
ence in February.

Concerned by Wilson’s presence on
campus, the University of
Idaho’s Office of Diversity and
Human Rights worked with a
coalition of community groups
called EQUALITY and the La-
tah Human Rights Task Force
to develop “A Community Re-
sponds,” a campaign counter-
ing Wilson’s rhetoric.

As a part of “A Community
Responds,” the university spon-
sored presentations by Tafeni
English, outreach coordinator
for the Center’s Tolerance.org
program, and Mark Potok, edi-
tor of the Center’s Intelligence
Report.

English visited Moscow in
late January, during the city’s
weeklong celebration honoring
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. She
conducted workshops based
on the Center’s publication Ten
Ways to Fight Hate with local

elected officials, community groups and the
University of Idaho.

At Moscow High School, English held a
workshop adapted from the Center’s Mix It
Up program, which challenges
students to move outside their
comfort zones and cross social
boundaries. Students discussed
the social boundaries faced in
their school and the ways such
boundaries create labels, divi-
sion and misunderstanding.

Dialogue was ‘painfully honest’

Many students were eager
to take part in the discussion,
English said, and some conversations were
painfully honest. A student who moved to
Moscow from Africa in 2002 had this to
say: “When I first started school here, stu-
dents were constantly saying things to me
like, ‘How did you learn to dress so well; I
thought the people in Africa walked around
naked all day.”

Other students talked about feeling ex-
cluded because of their interests or cloth-
ing styles.

English said the students weren’t the only
ones who realized the power of the dialogue
that took place during her visit. One teacher
told English: “One of my students opened
up with you much more than with anyone

Tafeni English

before... To see her so willing to speak out
in front of her peers was truly amazing.”

In February, Potok was the keynote speak-
er at two forums held at the University of Ida-
ho and Washington State Uni-
versity where he rebutted many
of Wilson’s ideas. His speech at
the University of Idaho took
place on the same weekend as
Wilson’s conference.

Joining Potok in countering
the “scholarship” of Wilson and
Wilkins were two Idaho history
professors, Sean M. Quinlan
and William L. Ramsey. The two
wrote a rebuttal of Wilson's and
Wilkins’ views on slavery entitled “Southern
Slavery As It Wasn’t: Professional Historians
Respond to Neo-Confederate Misinforma-
tion.” The professors said they did not want
Wilson and Wilkins to have the opportunity
to “whitewash” Southern history.

Those involved with the “A Community
Responds” campaign were pleased with
English and Potok’s assistance and also
with the results of their own efforts.

The campaign gathered more than 800
signatures from local residents for a petition
rejecting “anyone who would distort history
to assert that slavery was a benevolent insti-
tution, and that it is morally acceptable for
one human being to own another.”

Leave a legacy

hristine Stagnaro, restau-

TN MEMBRNES S |
Christine 'St'agnaro (1953-2003)

about the Center.”

through Partners
for the Future

Civil Rights Memorial

edicated supporters of the Southern Poverty

Law Center who include the Center in their
wills or estate plans are our Partners for the Fu-
ture. These special donors have decided to extend
their support beyond their lifetimes and leave a
legacy of tolerance and justice.

Writing a will and including a bequest to the
Center allows you to choose where your estate
will go and, in most cases, helps you to reduce
taxes on your estate. Your bequest or planned gift
— regardless of size — is a meaningful way to
honor the Center’s work and assure its future.

If you are interested in receiving information
about wills, charitable gift annuities or other
planned giving opportunities available at the
Center — with no obligation — please contact
the Center’s planned giving department toll-
free at 1-888-414-7752 or complete and mail
the form below. You can also send an e-mail to
plannedgiving@splcenter.org.

If you have already included the Center in
your will or estate plans, please contact us so we
can update our records. We want to welcome you
as a Partner for the Future.

L --------- TR S Y LR L R R I e I I e R o

0 The Center is already included in my will or estate plans. Please welcome me as a Partner for the Future.
0 I'm interested in receiving general information about wills and planned giving.

Please send me information on the following specific planned giving opportunities:

0 Wills U Retirement Plans U Charitable Gift Annuities
U Securities U Insurance Policies U Trusts

My date(s) of birth is:

O Yes, please contact me. My phone is: ( )

Name

Address

City/State/Zip

E-mail address

Mail to: Partners for the Future - Southern Poverty Law Center - P.O. Box 548 - Montgomery AL 36101-0548

~and civil righ!s for

rant manager and long-
time supporter of the Southern
Poverty Law Center, died at age
50 on December 13.

Issues of bigotry and preju-
dice touched her at an early
age, and Stagnaro committed
herself to fighting all forms of
intolerance. :

“She always thought that
the color of a person’s skin

~ shouldn’t matter,” said her hus-

‘band, Frank. -
Stagnaro moved to San
Francisco to work as a chef and
later as restaurant manager.
She supported a number of po-
litical causes, cam-
paigning for candi- 2
dates willing to take £ §
a stand for equality |

UTED

all people.

Stagnaro  was
an early supporter
of the Center. She
began  donating
when she first
heard about Morris Dees and
his early court cases.

“She wasn’t just sending
money, though,” Frank Stagn-
arosaid.“Shewasallabout mak-
ing people aware of what the
Center was doing, She passed
out literature about Teaching
Tolerance. She made copies of
the Intelligence Report articles.
Even when she got sick and her
life became smaller geographi-
cally, she never stopped talking

Christine Stagnart

In 1999, Stagnaro and her
husband made a special trip to
Montgomery to visit the orga-
nization she supported so pas-
sionately. She met Center co-
founder Morris Dees and other
Center staff members, and vis-
ited Civil Rights landmarks,
such as Dr. Martin Luther
King’s Dexter Avenue Baptist
Church and the Edmund Pet-
tus Bridge, the scene of “Bloody
Sunday,” when peaceful march-
ers were attacked by Alabama
state troopers.

“As we walked over the
bridge, 1 remember Christine

g stopped”  Frank
Stagnaro  recalled.
“And you could see
her fill up with the
spirits of the people
who had put their
lives on the line for
a cause she was so
passionate about.”

Two weeks after
returning to Cali-
fornia, the couple decided to
move to Montgomery to be
closer to the Center and the

‘area’s civil rights history.

v “Christine never lost sight
of her mission,” Frank Stagnaro
said. “She knewa big part of her
life was to do what she could to
fight against bigotry and rac-
ism. Her real legacy starts with
people like me, who are more
tolerant, more aware, and more
active because of her.”
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