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White supremacists target Jews in new alliance

White supremacists protest integration
White supremacistsprotest the Brown ys. Board Supreme Courtdecision in a demonstration
in Topeka, Ktin., onMay 15. About50protesters rallied near the site ofthe Monroe School,
now a national historic site and museum, which was the subjectofthe case thatdesegregated
America'spublic schools. The protestwas sponsored by the neo-Nazigroup White Revolution,
headed by BillyRoper (center), who also organized a rally in front ofthe Center's office lastyear.

honor for websites. The awards are presented by
the International Academy of Digital Arts and Sci
ences, a global organization that includes over 480
members, an intellectually diverse group made up
of musicians, Internet leaders, political columnists
and CEOs.

"These are exciting honors for not only for the
Center, but also for everyone who works tirelessly to
raise the consciousness of our society," said Jennifer
Smith-Holladay, interim director of the Center's tol
erance education programs.

Center won other awards
The Center has won several Distinguished

Achievement Awards in the past for articles, editori
als, design, publications and video-and-text kits, in
cluding the 2003 Distinguished Achievement Award
for its video Mighty Times: The Legacy ofRosa Parks.
Its Tolerance.org also won the Webby in 2002.

In 1995, Teaching Tolerance magazine received
AEP's top honor, the Golden Lamp Award for Excel
lence in Educational Journalism.

Accepting the AEP awards on behalfof the Center
at the Educational Publishing Summit here on June
8 was Janel Bell, director of marketing and public re
lations for the Center's tolerance programs.

"Our hope is to teach America's young people to
respect and understand one another," she said. "We
are humbled that our peers in the educational press
have honored our mission - and the high quality of
our materials:'

Supporters wave old campaign posters as they welcome neo-Nazi David Duke to a
gathering in honor ofhis recent release from prison. Duke helped organize a new
coalition ofhate groups at the New Orleans meeting.

A LEXANDRIA, VA. - The Center's achievements
in promoting tolerance and respect in the class

room and beyond were recently recognized with
prestigious awards.

The Association of Educational Publishers (AEP,
formerly EdPress) honored the Center for its college
based anti-bias initiative by giving its publication for
higher education, 10 Ways to Fight Hate on Campus,
the AEP Distinguished Achievement Award in the spe
cial publications category. Released in September 2003,
more than 50,000 copies have been distributed at no
charge to colleges and universities across the nation.

Tolerance.org, the Center's Internet-based proj
ect that seeks to awaken all people to the problems
of hate and prompt them to action, won the 2004
Webby Award in the activism category when the
awards were announced on May 12.

"We Don't Use that Language Anymore," from the
Spring 2003 issue of Teaching Tolerance magazine,
was also honored with a Distinguished Achievement
Award for its design excellence.

The Distinguished Achievement Award is among
the highest honors in the field of educational publish
ing. Entries are first reviewed by screening judges, with
a final judging panel then selecting up to four finalists
per category. Judges are chosen from a national pool of
educational publishing professionals, including writers,
editors, designers, educators, cun::iculum specialists,
product developers and marketing directors.

Hailed as "the online Oscars" by Time Magazine,
The Webby Awards is the leading international

Tolerance work wins honors

Duke has successful record
Duke has a surprisingly success

ful tract record, and his influence
should not be underestimated In
1989, he won a seat in the Louisiana
legislature. When he ran for the U.S.
Senate,hewon 607,391 votes,almost
60 percentofthe white vote,but not
enough to win a primary runoff. In
the early 1990s, the annual Dukef
ests - offering free barbecue and
music for Duke supporters - drew
more than 10,000 people each year.

Throughout the weekend con
ference, various leaders of the hate
movement railed against the Cen
ter and its work to expose their
agenda and promote tolerance.

weakens that Jewish supremacist
power is good for us:' Duke said.

Duke's Jewish Supremacism,
an excerpt of his autobiography
My Awakening, reportedly has
sold than more than 580,000 cop
ies worldwide and is about to be
translated into Arabic. It is also
available on his website.

efforts to infiltrate the fabric of
our society:' said Joe Roy, director
of the Center's Intelligence Project,
which monitored the gathering.

Among those signing the Pro
tocol at the meeting were:
• Duke, former Klansman and

now leader of European-Ameri
can Unity and Rights Organiza
tion (EURO);

• Don Bla~k,a former Klan leader
and the 'creator of Stormfront,
the Internet's first and most in
fluential hate website;

• Willis Carto, a primary archi
tect of the Holocaust denial
movement in this country;

• Kevin Strom and David Pringle
of the neo-Nazi National Alli
ance, the organization whose
founder inspired the Oklahoma
City bombing;

• Paul Fromm, head of the Ca
nadian Association of Free Ex
pression, a vehemently anti-im
migrant organization.

• attorney Sam G. Dickson of the
white supremacist Council of
Conservative Citizens (CCC); and

• John Tyndall, founder of the
racist British National Party.
During the meeting, Duke sin

gled out Jews as the source of the
world's problems. While there was
also much hostility toward minori
ties, most of conference participants'
irewas directed atwhat theyconsider
to be a worldwide Jewish conspiracy
to destroy the white race through
immigration and miscegenation.

''Anything that strikes out and

Volunteering is tactic
Some of the tactics discussed

during a strategy session at the
gathering included volunteering
as Little League coaches, providing
access to impressionable young
children, and joining the Red Cross
to gain credibility for their ideas.

"The Protocol is nothing more
than a smokescreen to legitimize
their white supremacy. It's an at
tempt to unify and sanitize their

NEW ORLEANS - Over the Me
morial Day weekend, leaders

of major hate groups from three
countries gathered here and estab
lished a dangerous new alliance.
Overlooked by the mainstream me
dia, they signed on to a historic plan
to work in concert to more effec
tively infect society with their neo
Nazi, white supremacist beliefs.

The agreement to band together
in promoting their hate agenda was
reached atan assemblyofmore than
300 white supremacists. They carne
together on May 29 to celebrate the
recent return of David Duke, one
of the most notorious leaders of
America's hate movement,who was
released from federal prison last
month after serving time for fraud.

"The New Orleans Protocol,"
written by Duke, is a pledge by
groups to work together to sup
port the hate movement. It re
quires groups to aim their hate at
their real targets, not at each oth
er, and to advance in unity their
vision: a nation for white people.
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lic interest field, representing in
digent individuals throughout the
South. In 1993, he helped open
the Louisiana Crisis Assistance
Center to address the predica
ment of indigent persons facing
the death penalty.

Utter received his honor at the
Louisiana Bar Foundation's 18th
annual Fellows dinner on April 16
in New Orleans.

The San Diego Bar Association
recognized Jim McElroy for his
service work during its Law Week
luncheon on May 7. "One of the
things they considered, of course,

was my work with
the Center;' he said.

A graduate of the
University of San
Diego law school,
McElroy has been in
practice for 25 years.
He was a volunteer
member of the Cen
ter's'legal team that
successfully sued
White Aryan' Resis
tance leader Tom
Metzger for encour
aging racist Skin~

heads to murder an
Ethiopian student
in Portland in 1988.
In 1990, a jury or
dered Metzger, his
son John, the WAR
organization and
two of its Skinhead
followers to pay

$12.5 million to the family of
Mulugeta Seraw. McElroy has
been responsible for seeing that
proceeds from Metzger and his
group are collected and turned
over to Seraw's family.

In 2000, he successfully repre
sented a black Camp Pendleton
Marine who was brutally beaten
and left a quadriplegic by white
supremacists, winning a $1.2
million settlement agreement
for him. He has worked with
Planned Parenthood and other
family planning dinics to pro
tect patients, staff and doctors
from violence.

In 1996, McElroy joined the
Center's board of directors, and
last year he became its chairman.

Donor brings grandchildren to Center

Lawyers' work with Center
earns professional awards
Two lawyers with dose ties to

the Center were recognized
this spring with top awards from
their respective bar associations.
The Louisiana Bar Foundation
named David Utter, director of
the Center-supported Juvenile
Justice Project of Louisiana OJPL)
the 2003 Distinguished Attorney,
and the San Diego County Bar
Association selected Center board
of directors chairman James E.
McElroy as its Outstanding Attor
ney of the Year.

Starting with a staffof four and
building to a staff of 16 in juSt six
years, Utter and JJPL = -

have driven Louisi- ~
ana's debate for ju- ~
venile justice reform. U

He and his staff have
defined advocacy in
broad terms, utilizing
class action litigation
in federal court, indi
vidual representation
on behalf of children
in juvenile' court, ~e::' fames McE'roy

dia advocacy, legisla
tive education and
grass-roots efforts to
raise public aware
ness and change pub
lic policy.

Last year, Utter's
work culminated
with the passage of
the Juvenile Justice
Reform Act of 2003,

David Utter
legislation that is na-
tionally recognized as the most
progressive and comprehensive
juvenile justice legislation to pass
any state in years. The Center's le
gal staff is attempting to replicate
his success with their own juve
nile justice efforts in Mississippi
(See story on page 4).

JJPL opened its doors in New
Orleans in January 1998 after
the Center awarded it a $145,000
grant. The Center has continued
its financial support of JJPL's
work, and its attorneys have col
laborated with Utter and his staff
on litigation strategies.

Utter is a graduate of Emory
University and the University of
Florida Law SchooL He has spent
his entire legal career in the pub-

Jane Donahue (left) ofMacon, Ga., brought her grandchildren, Mandi Mathis, 16, and
Akangbe Assongba (right), 14, when she visited the Center in May. Wendy Via (second
from right), manager ofthe Friends ofthe Center program, took time to greet Donahue,
who makes monthly donations as a Center Friend.

L.S.
Baltimore, Maryland

I just saw a History Channel
overview of the Klan with Mor
ris Dees' commentary. You folks
do not get enough thanks for the
continuing work you do when
most people think society has
eradicated segregation, racism
and various forms of bigotry.

M.e.
Winnetka, Illinois

I recently received your docu
mentary on Rosa Parks [Mighty
Times: The Legacy qfRosa Parks],
and 1 viewed it with my 9th
grade English students. Often, it
is difficult to keep their attention
for any period of time. However,
they were absolutely mesmer
ized by the power of this film.
Thank you so much for this gift.
You have made a real impact.

e. D.
Plaquemine, Louisiana

When I got the spring issue of
Teaching Tolerance magazine, I
opened it immediately, notknow
ing it was Teaching Tolerance be
cause the [newly designed] cover
grabbed my attention. The art
was something I would hang on
my wall. It looked like something
everyone would want to read 
not just a scholastic journal.

L.M.
Chicago, Illinois

reflection into my own preju
dices. Your organization has
provided support for me to
deal with those and also assist
in the education of my stu
dents on how to address and

confront those is
sues. I have made
significant chang
es in my attitude,
perceptions and
actions.

As adviser to
the school news
paper, I have intro
duced my students
to your articles
and website. Since

the newspaper is a voice of the
students, this information has
been essential in promoting
tolerance and understanding.
We have, and will in the future,
continue to use your organiza
tion as a source for ideas, infor
mation and inspiration to fight
the injustices around u~.

MAILBOX

Resources help teacher
confront issues of race
Helen McLeod, who teaches 8th grade sodal studies at the Durham School ofthe
Arts in Durham, North Caro!i1Ul, recently wrote this letter to the Center.

I just wanted to let you know
how valuable your organiza

tion is to me. Since I have been
in contact with your group, I
have been made aware of re
sources and materials that high
ly interest and in- 8

spire my students. ~

Not only have ~

they grown in
their attitudes
and awareness of
the acceptance of
differences, but
I have also. As
a middle-aged,
white Southerner,

Helen Mcleod
who grew up dur-
ing the Civil Rights era, I have
foundyour materials profound
and instrumental in my own
evaluation of my convictions
about this time.

r grew up in a home that
promoted racism. Your ma
terials and information have
aided me in my evaluation and

I am a 15-year-old high
school student, and I'm very in
terested in the Center. As an Af
rican American, I just wanted to
write you all and say thanks for
making good examples for teen
agers like me.

As a member of the Sierra
Club, I would like to thank Mor
ris Dees for presenting himself
as a candidate for the Club's
board of directors. I had heard
about the attempt by anti-im
migration candidates to become
board members but did not
know their names. (See story on
page 3.)

Thanks for providing the
needed information; so simple,
and so effective. Another reason
I support the Center.

K.e.
San Luis Obispo, California

E.M.
Amite, Louisiana

I send deep gratitude for the
free songbook I Will Be Your
Friend. I provide mental health
services to children in a very
needy public school where I
see children who are depressed,
violent and in need of so much
loving care. I used the Guy Da
vis song one day and taught it to
my children in a group session.
Suddenly, children who had dis
closed violent leanings, suicidal
tendyncit;,s . and racist, remarks

'. .~ 'J.e..ri~.no~'.,sin~ng, "I will be" ThCWks for :your incredible
, ybur, friend." I, thank you froll!: • Toletarice.org resources. As an

.the botwm of my heart for your educatiorl"al equity speciali~t at
help in' their transformation a state department of educa
from a view. of no hope to one tion, I always find many useful
of openness and possibility. and timely articles to share with

D. M. networks working for tolerance,
Riverside, California equity and social justice.
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Community activist Johnnie Carr, recipient ofthis year's Woman ofCourage Award, stands
beside a commemorative plaque in front ofher home.

- .

Anti-immigration candidates
. .

rejected in Sierra Club election

,----Longtime activist receives
Woman of Courage Award

VALLEY FORGE, PA. - Judge Roy
Moore, 57, the recently oustedAl
abama Supreme Court"Ten Com
mandments" Chief Justice, was to
be featured as keynote speaker at
the Constitution Party's national
convention, held here June 26.
The Party is courting Moore as
a presidential candidate. Moore's
attorney and friend, Herb Titus,
ran for vice president on the Con
stitution Party (then U.S. Taxpay
er Party) ticket in 1996.

The Constitution Party, which
was on 41 state ballots in 2000, is an
extremist anti-government politi
cal party that believes all abortions
should be banned, the "homosexu
al agenda" expunged, all taxes abol
ished and all immigration ended

The partyalso advocates the ap
plication of "biblical law;' meaning
the creation of an essentially theo
cratic government that follows the
Old Testament, something Moore
agrees with. In May, Moore spoke
to the Missouri chapter of the par
ty, his sixth presentation in a series
ofspeeches he plans to give to state
chapters, according to the Consti
tution Party's website.

Men arrested
in grave desecration
JASPER, TEXAS - On May 10,
two white teenagers were charged
with criminal mischief for des
ecrating the grave of James Byrd
Jr., the black man dragged to his
death from the back of a pickup
truck by three white supremacists
in 1998. The men took Byrd to a
country road, beat him, chained
him to their truck by his ankles
and dragged him more than two
miles. Two of the men received
the death penalty, and one was
sentenced to life in prison.

Joshua Lee Talley, 19, of Jasper
and John Matthew Fowler, 18, of
Call, were each charged with one
criminal mischief count related
to the desecration. Racial slurs
and profanities were etched into a
steel plate on the vault of Byrd's
grave, and his headstone was
knocked over. The teens admit
ted vandalizing Byrd's grave and
pushing over stones on the graves
of two white people.

stitutions in Miami-Dade County
and Pembroke Pines.

An FBI spokeswoman said the
bureau has agreed to investigate.

Over the May 8 weekend, the
Masjid Ihsaan mosque in Perrine
was broken into and ransacked.
Three days later, a swastika and
curse words were spray-painted
at the Islamic School of Miami.
And the next day, a note was
found at the Darul Uloom Insti
tute, an Islamic Center in Pem
broke Pines. The note read, "Kill
them all in the name ofAllah:'

Judge Roy Moore speaks
at extremist convention

Islamic community
seeks FBI help

White supremacist guilty
of solicitation to murder
CHICAGO - On April 26, white
supremacist leader Matthew Hale
was found guilty of trying to have
a federal judge killed. In 1996,
Hale restarted the white suprema
cist World Church of the Creator,
one of whose members, Benja
min Smith, went on a murderous
shooting spree in 1999 targeting
minorities in the Midwest. Hale, 32,
was found guilty on four of the five
charges against him, the most seri
ous being solicitation ofmurder.

Prosecutors claimed Hale was
furious after U.S. District Judge
Joan Humphrey Letkow ordered
him to stop using the name World
Church ofthe Creator for his orga
nization because an Oregon-based
multicultural religious group
had trademarked it. Prosecutors
claimed that Hale asked one of
his followers, Anthony Evola, who
was Hale's chief of security and an
FBI informant, to murder Letkow.
During the trial, jurors heard more
than a dozen tapes of Hale using
racial slurs, including one in which
he joked at Smith's rampage.

Solicitation of murder carries
a maximum penalty of 20 years in
prison. Hale is scheduled for sen
tencing in August.

MIAMI - Incidents of vandalism
and threats against South Flori
da's Islamic community in early
May have prompted the FBI to
get involved. Altaf Ali, executive
director of the Florida Chapter of
the Council on American-Islamic
Relations, asked the FBI to step in
after three incidents at Islamic in-

HEBBRONVILLE, TEXAS - A
member of a vigilante border pa
trol group who is accused of pis
tol-whipping an undocumented
Salvadoran immigrant will be re
tried July 27. A jury here on June
17 convicted Casey Nethercott of
felony gun possession but dead
locked on an assault charge.

Nethercott, a 37-year-old
member of Ranch Rescue, could
get up to 20 years in prison on
the weapons offense.

Nethercott is accused of as
saulting Edwin Alfredo Mancia
Gonzales, 26, last year while armed
Ranch Rescue members were pa
trolling a ranch near here. Ranch
owner Joe Sutton invited the para
military group to his property.

Ranch Rescue, Nethercott and
Sutton are defendants in a civil
lawsuit brought by the Center on
behalf of Mancia and a Salvador
an woman who were attacked on
the ranch. That case is scheduled
for trial later this year.

Vigilante to be retried
on assault charge

Intell igenceJ3riefs
tracking extremist activit),

modern anti-immigration move
ment, has been strategizing to take
over the Club since 1986. This year,
several hate groups entered the de
bate, urging their members to join
the Club so that they could vote for
the anti-immigration candidates.

The danger to the Sierra Club
was considered so serious that
Center co-founder Morris Dees
also ran for the board, but only
so that he could produce a can
didate's statement that would go
out to all members suggesting that
they not vote for Lamm, Pimentel
or Morris. Dees specifically asked
that members also not vote for
him - and they didn't - as his
only purpose was to warn of a
hostile takeover attempt that was
being aided by racist hate groups.

''I'm thrilled;' said Robert Cox,
a two-time former Club president
and a founder of Groundswell Si
erra. "Sierra Club members did
what they do best. They talked with
their neighbors, they e-mailed,
they phoned. They have reclaimed
their organization. There could be
no greater rejection of the anti-im
migration agenda than this."

cal groups seeking to bring black and white citizens
together for the common goals that all people share
- decent homes, good jobs, proper educations and a
future for children that is free of fear and hate.

"Johnnie Carr is all about community, all about
self-sacrifice, all about relationships among people;'
said Center legal counsel Joe Levin as he introduced
this year's Woman of Courage. "She shows what one
person can do when she knows she is right and needs
no reassurance of the justness of her cause."

Previous recipients of the Woman of Courage
Award were poet Nikki Giovanni and feminist Glo
ria Steinem.

Center monitors struggle
Intelligence Project staffers

have been monitoring anti-immi
gration #tempts to gain control of
the Sierra Club for several years.
John Tanton, leader of the anti
immigrant hate group The Social
Contract Press and architect of the

trator Frank Morris - were re
soundingly defeated.

By margins of about lO-to-1,
voters chose a slate endorsed by
Groundswell Sierra, a rump group
inside the Club that had opposed
the anti-immigration takeover at
tempt. It instead believes that the
Club should maintain focus on
its longstanding environmental
agenda. After a major press cam
paign by Groundswell, the Cen
ter and hundreds of concerned
Sierra Club leaders, 171,000 of
the Club's approximately 750,000
members voted - the highest
levels of voting in the Club's his
tory. The next largest turnout was
in 1998 - another year when an
anti-immigration effort was on
the ballot - when 68,000 Club
members voted.

M ONTGOMERY, ALA. - i
Johnnie Carr, an activ- ~

ist who has worked for equal ~

rights for a half-century, was
honored March 18 when she
received the third Rosa Parks
Woman of Courage Award.

The award is given annually
by the Southern Poverty Law
Center and Troy State Univer
sity Montgomery as part of
their Rosa Parks Woman of
Courage lecture series, held at
the Davis Theater for the Per
forming Arts.

Carr, 93, is an apt recipient
of the award, as she was a close
friend of Rosa Parks during
the Montgomery Bus Boycott
era and encouraged her to join
the NAACP. Like hundreds of
other black citizens in Mont
gomery, she and her husband,
Arlam, helped in the boycott
in every way they could. In
addition to attending community meetings each
Monday night to bolster enthusiasm for the boycott,
she also was an active member of the Montgomery
Improvement Association (MIA), the organization
created in 1955 to support it. Mrs. Carr has served as
MIA president since 1967.

Johnnie Carr has diligently worked to improve
Montgomery in a variety of ways. Her son, Arlam
Carr Jr., was the plaintiff in a lawsuit brought to de
segregate Montgomery schools. She took part in voter
registration campaigns and served as a polling official.
She has been active in One Montgomery, the Friendly
Supper Club and Leadership Montgomery, all 10-

SAN FRANCISCO - On April
21, Sierra Club officials an

nounced that club members over
whelmingly rejected anti-immi
gration candidates in voting for
the environmental group's board
of directors, a result greatly influ
enced by Center actions.

Club officials were first alerted
to a possible anti-immigration
takeover of the Club's board last
October when Mark Potok, editor
of the Center's Intelligence Report,
wrote a letter detailing the threat.

The mail-in and Internet bal
loting, which took place between
March 1 and April 21, was tl1e
culmination of a long battle be
tween traditional environmental
ists and anti-immigration forces
inside and outside the Club that
were attempting to turn the en
vironmental powerhouse into an
anti-immigration group. Club
members strongly objected, and
the three main anti-immigration
candidates - former Colorado
Gov. Dick Lamm, Cornell Univer
sity entomologist David Pimentel
and former Congressional Black
Caucus Foundation adminis-
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Shari Nguyen Huynh (left) and Marisol Leal work on laptop computers as they
document their cultural history. A Teaching Tolerance grant funded the project.

laude from American University's Washington Col
lege of Law after earning an undergraduate degree
at Michigan State University James Madison College.
She is deeply committed to public interest law and
has a special passion for prisoners' rights work.

The new class action, K.L. W vs. James, wasbrought
on behalf of a developmentally disabled 14-year old
accused of stealing a cell phone. He was adjudicated
delinquent after a five-minute hearing in February.
During a March visit, his mother was alarmed to see

dark bruises circling her son's neck and
wrists. Fearfully, K.L.W. told her that a
security guard had choked him, tightly
handcuffed him and threatened to in
crease his sentence if he told anyone.

Recent investigations by the federal
government and the Mississippi legisla
ture have shown that K.L.W. is not the
only child at risk of harm at Columbia.
More than 100 other children share his
plight, some as young as 11.

"These are society's most vulnerable
kids;' said Lipow. "A recent study found

that as many of 85 percent of children incarcerated
in Mississippi suffer from a mental disorder, com
pared to fewer than 20 percent of youth in the gen
eral population."

Although only 36 percent of Ml~sissippi'spopu
lation is black, African Americans account for 80
percent of children incarcerated at Columbia.

Lipow and Bedi are working with the newly es
tablished Mississippi Center for Justice and a broad
coalition of community groups in their juvenile
justice reform efforts. In addition to the new case,
Center attorneys and attorneys with the Mississippi
Center for Justice are representing children in Mor
gan vs. Sproat, another federal lawsuit seeking com
prehensive reforms.

"So far, we've been very successful in creating mo
mentum around the issue of juvenile justice," Bedi
said. "Our biggest challenge going into the next leg
islative session will be transforming that momentum
into real action. As long as we keep working hand
in-hand with the community, we have a good chance
of doing that:'

Center lawyer works with legislators
Largely through Bedi's efforts, the Mississippi

House ofRepresentatives on March 17 voted to estab
lish a juvenile justice task force and advisory board.
"While the bill failed to pass the Senate before the
legislature adjourned this spring, House members
are proceeding with fact finding, holding commu
nity meetings and issuing recommendations;' said
Bedi, who is working closely with the legislators.

Bedi joined the Center in October after complet
ing a two-year civil rights fellowship at the George
town University Law Center. She graduated cum

for i~prisoned youth
-'

Suit seeks court access

The chamber ofthe Alabama Supreme Court was transformed into a stage when a play was performed there in early May to
commemorate the 1954 historic Supreme Court decision orderingschool desegregation, A Teaching Tolerance grant gave Montgomery,
Alabama, students the opportunity to see Cross That River: Brown vs. Board of Education and the People Who Lived It, an original
production designed to put a "human" face on the dramatic event. Starring as Thurgood Marshall, the NAACP lawyer who successfully
argued against segregation, was Tim Wells (center) ofSouth Carolina. All the other actors were local schoolchildren, lawyers and
other citizens. Teacher Jane Garrett, one ofthe playwrights, used resources in the special Brown vs. Board issue ofTeaching Tolerance
magazine in her research for the play.

Grant makes Brown play available to students

JACKSON, MISS. - In another action to overhaul
Mississippi's brutal juvenile justice system, Cen

ter attorneys on April 13 filed a new lawsuit, ask
ing a federal court to order a Mississippi juvenile
prison to open its doors to advocates wanting to
help its young inmates.

Even after the U. S. Department of Justice found
pervasive abuse at both of Mississippi's juvenile
facilities, Columbia Training School continued to
conceal its illegal and inhumane treatment of chil
dren by making it impossible for them
to speak with lawyers. This practice ef- il
fectively denies Columbia's youth any ~

access to courts to protest the condi- ~
tions of their confinement.

"Because of this unconstitutional
policy, staff members at Columbia are
free to abuse their young prisoners with
no fear of accountability;' said Center
lawyer Danielle Lipow.

Filing the case was another arrow in
the Center's quiver of reform efforts. SheilaBedi'-.';:--'
On the ground in Mississippi since last
fall is Center law fellow Sheila Bedi, who is using a
variety of strategies to improve the state's juvenile
justice system.

"We're representing children in state courts, we're
organizing in the grassroots community, and we're
working with the state legislature. And with the
new lawsuit, we're using the federal courts to seek
improvements," she said. "Attacking the state on all

. fronts is the only way to achieve real reform."

Project is teaching tool
Rayanna Jones, the student

who suggested to Morris that
students should write individual
books, sees the project as a teach
ing tool. "In life, there are always
problems. Maybe people in simi
lar situations can learn from it;'
she said.

Other students have highly
praised the publication and its
capacity to help them learn new
things about each other.

Student Nancy Sanchez views
the project as a way to promote
unity. "We have to respect the feel
ings of other people so that we
don't make fun of them:' she said.

The project has been a group ef
fort with students collaborating on
writing and editing their stories.

The students conducted origi
nal research, documented fam
ily stories and preserved a part
of their own culture and history
during the process. In doing so,
they found a voice that will be
heard for years to come.

"We have learned from each
other," Morris said. "Perhaps we
can learn that, with all our differ
ences, we are still more alike than
different."

Since its inception in 1997,
Teaching Tolerance has awarded
more than 900 grants to educa
tors nationwide.

first black students to integrate
Gainesville Middle School. Two
other students wrote retold their
family's journey on the Cherokee
Trail of Tears.

"Our sto,ries are important;'
said Morris. "It is something I
want my students to record before
it is lost."

Shari Nguyen, an 8th grader, un
derstands Morris' concept. "Some
times people don't cherish things
right in front of them:' she said.

Students recorded untold stories
The project offered students an

opportunity to interview family
or community members and re
cord untold stories. The Teaching
Tolerance grant enabled Morris to
purchase film, disposable cameras
and notebooks for students to use
during interviews.

In conjunction with the 8th
grade Georgia history curriculum,
students studied civil rights issues
and wrote about the experiences
<If their family members.

One student shared the story
of his grandmother, one of the

GAINESVILLE, GA. - Stu
dents at Gainesville Middle

School learned as much about
themselves as they did their com
munity when they created a book
examining local cultural history
with the help of a Teaching Tol
erance grant.

The book, Gainesville Voices:
Three Roads Converge, is a col
lection of student stories, poems,
historical perspectives and photo
graphs, along with family recipes
and folk tales.

Students in Renee Morris'
8th grade English class produce
a publication each year. Mor
ris said the school's diverse ra
cial and ethnic population and
the city's rich history sparked
her interest in this year's book
project, and she sought fund
ing from the Teaching Tolerance
grants program to bring her
ideas to fruition.

Gainesville Middle School
students are 45 percent Latino,
28 percent African American, 23
percent European American and
4 percent Asian American.

"Our goal this year was to cele
brate diversity by writing it down
and showing that we are all im
portant," Morris said.

Grant helps students
learn they're more
alike than-different



JUNE 2004 SPLC REPORT 5

Mix It Up grant funds rural-urban exchange

A grant from the Center's Mix It Up project helped New Hampshire and Baltimore middle school students understand each others'
culture. Both groups pose in front ofBaltimore's Stadium Middle School.

Center joins Harvard
in school diversity study

New program provides help
to communities fighting hate

BALTIMORE - Shanae Peo
ples and the rest of her Sta

dium Middle School class here
are crossing state borders in or
der to break down more difficult
cutural ones.

Last spring, Peoples and her
class participated in the second

I n an effort to enhance and ex
pand the effectiveness of the

Center's 13-year-old tolerance
education program, the Center
recently partnered with Harvard
University's Civil Rights Project
in a new research venture.

In late April, the two issued
a call for papers to elicit a series
of new studies from scholars and
educators across the country ad
dressing how to create positive
outcomes in interracial class
rooms. The research will focus
on identifying and understand
ing the factors necessary to cre
ate multiracial schools that meet
the needs of children today and
in the future.

Racial diversity increasing
The new study comes at a

critical time. Public school en
rollment at the beginning of the
21st century is more racially di
verse than ever before. Current
research shows that white stu
dents comprise only 60 percent
of that enrollment, compared
with 80 percent during the civ
il rights era of the 1960s and
1970s. In only a few decades,
fewer than half the students in
our nation's public schools will
be white, a trend that is occur
ring especially rapidly in the
West and the South.

But teachers are often un
equipped to be effective in their
changing classrooms. According
to a National Center for Educa-

part of an ongoing exchange be
tween her Baltimore classmates
and classes from the Orchard
School and Vilas Middle School
in rural Alstead, New Hampshire.
The exchange, which began in
2002, is supported in part by a
Mix It Up grC\Ilt from the Center.

tion Statistics survey of teachers
in 2000, only 32 percent of those
sampled indicated they were
very well prepared to teach in
diverse setting.

Research shows that teachers
who view cultural differences
as problems to be remedied will
generally not make accurate as
sessments of children's strengths
and limitations. An attitude that
presumes children of color suf
fer automatic deficits invariably
leads teachers to emphasize what
students cannot do, rather than
what they are capable of doing.

The new study will help
school districts understand how
to productively address the ed
ucational, social and personal
issues that occur in schools
undergoing racial transforma
tions. Its results will also help
the Center develop innovative
new programming for class
room teachers.

"For the two decades follow
ing the Brown vs. Board decision,
there was an emphasis on social
science research about equity in
education," said Jennifer Holla
day, interim director of the Cen
ter's education programs, "That
research died off as integration
lost much of the public's focus.
The call to papers project we've
initiated with Harvard is a first
step in reinvigorating that field
of research - a field that obvi
ously has direct relevance to our
programming."

The idea for the interstate ex
change, according to Peoples, was
to give the New Hampshire stu
dents a taste of what life is like in
an urban area such as Baltimore.

With the receipt of the Mix
It Up grant, the students were
indeed able to show their peers

Teachers
promote
tolerance
Mark and Cindy
Kleinle (left) of
Lockhaven, Pa.,
confer with Teaching
Tolerance curriculum
specialistJeffSapp
while visiting the
Center in March.
Center donors since
1989, the couple
was on a sabbatical
from teaching schoo~

traveling through
several states to
investigate innovative
ways to teach
tolerance.

Starting this summer, a new
Center program aims to equip

everyday citizens with resources
and knowledge to stand together
against hate.

The Ten Ways to Fight Hate
Community Grants Program will
offer workshops and grants of up
to $2,000 to help communities
respond to local hate crimes or
hate-group activity.

"It is vital that communi
ties send a message that hate
groups and hate activity are not
welcome," said Tafeni English,
Center outreach coordinator.

what Baltimore life is like, a life
that for the·" exchange partici
pants included dancing, seafood,
weekend home stays, a trip to
the National Aquarium and di
versity training. All those activi
ties were designed to expose the
New Hampshire students to ex
periences not readily available in
New Hampshire.

Even ice-skating, something
with which many New England
7th and 8th graders are intimately
familiar, came with a twist. For
Peoples, skating was less about
being on the ice than about hear
ing "the music and (tasting) the
food we like:' she said.

Project benefits millions
The students who partlcl

pated in the interstate exchange
are just a few of the millions of
students who have benefited
from the Mix It Up program,
which includes a popular Mix
It Up Day - set this year for
November 16 - the grants pro
gram and support of Mix It Up
dialogue groups. An estimated
2,500 schools nationwide partic
ipated in the first Mix It Up Day
in 2002, a number that nearly

"The workshops and grants
available through this new pro
gram will help communities
find appropriate ways to ex
press their opposition to racism
and bigotry."

The trial program is available
to community organizers in all
parts of the country, and pro
posals for grants will be accepted
through Sept. 30,2004.

Communities have long used
the Center guidebook Ten Ways
to Fight Hate as a tool to respond
to hate crimes and bias-related
incidents. English says the new

tripled to almost 7,000 schools
for the second Mix It Up Day a
year later in November 2003.

The Center's Mix It Up pro
gram supports student activists
who want to take on the challenge
of questioning, addressing and
crossing social boundaries.

In addition to promoting Mix
It Up Day, the Center also distrib
utes grants to fund projects simi
lar to that of the Baltimore-New
Hampshire exchange. In 2003, the
Center awarded 85 grants for a to
tal of $21,250. As of this month,
44 grants totaling $11,000 have
been awarded in 2004.

Jennifer Holladay, interim di
rector of the Center's tolerance
programs, said Mix It Up is nec
essary because despite social gains
of the past 50 years "many unspo
ken rules continue to divide peo
ple by color, religion, class, ability,
appearance and other factors:'

Holladay said Mix It Up's suc- ;
cess was due in part to generosity
of the Center's donors who "had
a direct impact on hundreds of
thousands of schoolchildren."

Additional information about
the Mix It Up program can be
found at~~tup.org.

program is a logical extension of
the guidebook.

"The workshops can be tailored
to communities' specific needs, ad
dressing incidents or problems that
communities are facing:' English
said. "They will offer communities
a voice in combating the activities
of hate groups:'

The Leadership Conference
on Civil Rights, a coalition of
the nation's leading civil rights
groups, is helping promote the
pilot Ten Ways grants program
on its website and in its weekly
newsletter.
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TRIBUTE GIFTS RECEIVED BY THE CENTER FROM MARCH THROUGH MAY 2004

IN HONOR OF IN MEMORY OF

Sid Abramson Mr. &Mrs. Stephen Mary Ann Nelson Mel Abajian Stephen Freed Ruth Perlmutter Eric M. Mendel AI Schulman
Academic Magnet Goldstein Vince O'Brien Dr. Abernathy Evelyn Gall Freyman Kates Mrs. Elizabeth K. Andrew N. Sears

High School C/O 2004 Arline Gordon David O'Heir Anita Addison Doris Friesem Frank A. Katzmann Menkes Miriam Seidler
Dr. Susan H. Alexander Freyda H. Gottesman Sam Ostrum Barbara Adler Joe Fulford Alma S. Kennedy Betty Menkin Carl Selinger
Amy Sharyl A. Green Rhoda Perlin Ella L. Anderson Betsey Ray Fuller Howard L. Kestenbaum Ruth M. Mesard Shanah Shatz
Debbie Andres Shawn Green Helen Powell Sol Auner Elmer Garrett Lucy Kibbee Sidney Molbegott Paul B. Sheinberg
Jill Andres Terry Grieb Arquelio "June" Earle Balis' Mother Mrs. D. Trezerant IAnn Crane Kindler Keith Morrill Edna Sherzer
Rachel Andres James Gunther Prado, Jr. Joy Barth Gignelliat's Dr. Martin Luther Mae Bell Morrison Sara Shuchter
Rini Andres Margaret Pullman & John Rac Betty &Fred Beatus Grandaughter King, Jr. Harold Nadler George &Myrtle Silber
Hilda Ang David Hall Jennie &Louis Remer Darwin Bjerke Max Glassman Henry L. Kingston Sue Nathan's Mother Florence &Mel

Ron Ansin Henrietta Handwerker Eloise B. Renfro Mildred Blair Philip T. Betty Klein Verna Nirenberg Silverman
Nancy Bailer Eugene Hardy Chasie Figgures Sidney &Ruby M. Bobo Goldenberg, M.D. I David Michael Kooris Frederick O. Nixon Lawrence Silverman

Joan Barch Beau Hatfield Reynolds, Ed.D. Edward S. Brandon Gary Grady Genevieve Foote George O'Connor Dr. Jean Simmons

Ken &Judge Ms. Sara Hawkins Steven Rivelis Eunice Bravmann Barbara Grae's Father Kruska Scott Olesen Jesse Lewis Sklar

Sa rahBarker Tony &Tee Heald Mr. &Mrs. Elias C. Mr. LaMar Buffmire Jerold Granatoor Frank Kucik Trudy Orris Frederick Slocum, Jr.

Kathy Barnes Goldman - Rodriquez Franz Bustin Sylvia Ruth Green , Dr. Stanley Kutner Signe Sophie James Page Smith

Simmy Saroff Barrocas Henley Family Judge Lee Rosenthal June B. Cahn Julius Groher IJames Lagano, Jr. Midelfart Ortiz Leften Stavrianos

&Phillip H. Barrocas Mildred Hirsch The Rude Vanna Castaldi James Haas i Irene Lange Dr. Julius R. Pearson James Stewart

Rev. Jane Bechle Dr. Elaine Holder Guerrilla Theatre Mr. Sidney Chernak Sister Marie Marie Lantelme JohnPeter Ph iII ips Warren & Rosa Stretch

Tom A. Bednar John &Helen Alvin Russell Thomas T. Cobb , Philip Haley F. W. Lasater, Attny. Joseph Pomerantz, Helen Sussman

Harry Webne Behrman Holloway Joan & Dan Amy Cohen IDorothy IMary Gray Legg M.D. Jane Swartzback

Conor Beliveau Mary Holwey Rutenberg
Mr. Murray Cohn Hamburger's Son , Alex Leland James Popp, Sr. Peggy Terry

i

Emmett Beliveau Rev. Charles A. Howe Ella Schnell
Ms. Berenice Colbert The Honorable John iMrs. Eileen Lesnick Mrs. Louise Purifoy Leonard Theodor

Robert Belle Helen Kane Jackson Neil &Sally
Judge Richard T. Cole Hannah, Jr. Priscilla Yozell Daniel Rabin Lawrence A. Tisch

Arlene Berent Phyllis Johannesen \ Schwartzbach
Ethel Coleman ILoretta Y. Hansen I Lesses Leonard Ravven John P. Tordella

i
Jonathan Sprunger & Charles S. Johnson,' Charlotte &Marvin

Marilyn Williams Norma Harrison IMiriam Lippman Clarence H. Reed, II Robert Tordella

Steven Berg Jr., M.D. Schwartzstein
Commack James Cassin I Ed mond Li pton Gordy Rhodes Legusta Tucker, Sr.

Meyer Berkelhammer Jake Kahane Ryan Segal
Maria M. Cottone Hattemer Dr. Donald List Margaret Rice Nathan Urdang

Jonna Bernstein Gerald Kalayjian John R. Coy, M.D. George H. Hayes, Sr. Amanda Morgan Jacqueline "Jackie" Carl Warren
Joanne Setzer

Laura Berriman & Mark Kaufman Theresa C. Crown Verne W. Hendrix Little Richter Rev. Carlton Weber

Janet Clinton James R. Keene
Nancy Shapiro

Shirley Cupery Ann Hibino Hannah & Bessie Mae Harry K. Weinberg

John Bessler Mr. Jason Khan
John Sheehy

Carol Davis Jeanette Hill Gustav Machol Riggins-Reid Arnold Weiner

Melany Billings Sharon Knutson
Dorothy Sherwood Scott Haston Davis David Holl & ! George Makovsky Arold Ripperger Chick Weiner

Janice Blumberg Darlene Koenig &
Mr. &Mrs. Lloyd Helen Dellheim Margaret Rullman Richard Mandl Betty Robbins Dorothy Weintraub

Lucille Brandt Lynne Ninstiel
Shorter Caroline Visscher Richard Eugene Holley Helen B. Mann Jack Robbins Mitzi Weitz

Donna Brandwein Pam Kohlberg
Mildred Simpson Doane, MA, PH.D. Andrew Horton Bert Marcus Salo Rodman Amy Wesolowski

Peter Bratach Liora Shalva Krantz
Ann Snider Lillian Drake Lt. Col. Andrew Blanche Marcus Harriet Rosen Ruth Whyne

Dorothy Brecher Erin Nicole LaRossa
Amy Munich & Dorothy W. Draper S. Horton Esther Jean Marcus Norma Rosenshein Effie &Ellen

Ms. Faye Brussel Dr. &Mrs.
Ed Sperber Adrien Tara Egan Fred Chalmers Sylvia Marlowe Claudia Rubin Wiesstein's Mother

Sylvan Buchman Mark Lawrence
Si Spiegel Pauline Esparza Houston Lupe Marquez Stacey Ruiz's Father Clifton John Wilder

Thelma Bullard Dr. &Mrs. Allen·
Bany Staley September Faith John U. Huser Catherine Marshall Cindy Ruzansky's Meg Willig

Nina Burwell Leland
Dr. Cary Stegman Evans Tony Hutton Gerard Martin Father Martin D. Wilner

M. A. Sargo & Mary Ellen Lemire Mr. Mike Stoller Jack Evans' Father Henry Werner Jacob Ann Mastrobuono Barbara & Mr. Arthur

William Carr, M.D. Melissa Leslie Walter Stone Thelma Faltus Anna Jaffe Everlee Maxwell Leopold Ryan Wojciechowski

Ryan Carter Natan Levin John & Lora Stout Dr. Herman Fiedler Cynthia 1. "Cinder" Arnold McDuffy Mike Salinas Catherine Eugenia

"'- Ethel M. Coleman Joshua Levine Michael E. Supa Dorothy S. Filson Johanson Betty McFarland Janice Dochier Wright

Carla Conaty John Lieberman Bernard Susman Edward Leon Fink Rachel Juni Mildred McGurty Samoska Sybil Yerman

John H. Current & Ceilia Littenberg Sig &Nadine Francis Fleming Allan Kamerow Ginny McLaughlin Bob Sands Patricia Yoxall

Elizabeth B. Current Rosemary Logan Synnestvedt Gilbert Fong Blanche Elster Kaplan Judy Meador Jean Anne Schmutz Ruth L. Zachary

Adam Davis, Esq. Diane Lomonaco Ben S. Thompson David Fox Sidney Karp , Dr. Alan Medwick Judy Schubert Norma Zack's Mother

Carol Hummel & Alex &Gina Tobias Trautner

Gene Davis MacDonald Elizabeth Johnson MAKE ATRIBUTE GIFT
Kelly Deane Ms. Ali MacGraw Tsang The Center accepts gifts in memory of someone who has died or in honor of a special occasion such as a birthday,

Morris Dees Craig Marin Mrs. Dorothy
anniversary or graduation. Donors may also give a gift just to say "thank you:' The Center will send a card to the
person honored or the family of the deceased. Complete this form and mail it with your contribution.

Donald Coltrane DeFala Freddie Martinez, Jr. Ungerleider

Margaret Van Heek PLEASE PRINT
Dorothy Delman Eleanor Mathews
Aaron Deter-Wolf & Chris Matthias Dr. Elizabeth Warner Iam enclosing a special gift in the amount of $

Francesca O'Keefe James E. McElroy Thora Kate Wease In Memory of

Paul 1. Dillon, Esq. Sharyn Pulling & Heidi Bloomfield & In Honor of

Sydelle Diner Jim McKelly Brett Weaver To celebrate hislher/their

Danielle Dowdy Cinda & Brian Sue & Howard SEND ANNOUNCEMENT OF GIFT TO:
Harvey Feldman Meredith Wilchins Name
Miriam Fishman Mia Lola Karen Willey

Address CjtvlStatelZip
Dan Fitzsimmons Bonnie Michael Karl Wilson &

Don Franks Deborah Aviva Milburn Barbara Bennett INDICATE ON ACKNOWLEDGEMENT THAT GIFT IS BEING MADE BY:

Dr. Lucy Fryxell Gordon Mixdorf Stephen Wormser Your name(s)

Janet Fulton Marcella Morgan Ginger Saunders Address CjtvlStatelZip

Daniel Gelb Rich &Lisa Muegge Wyler Phone (in case of questions)

Lucas Gelwarg Sally Mullane Samantha Ball & SOUTHERN POVERTY LAW CENTER. P.O. BOX 548 • MONTGOMERY, AL 36101-0548. (334)956-8200

Ruth &Jerry Gluck Chartes David Myers Frederick Zeman
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Rosalyn M. Mervis
Nada Mijanovich
Edward O. Mitchell
Elizabeth Moore
Miriam Morgan
Esther Murphy
Bertha Nepove
Esther Nighbert
William Ogul
Helen Otley
Alma Paulsen-

Hoyer
Allis B. Peaker
Margaret E. Perry"
John C. Pierce
Lillian W. Pope
Barbara A. Potter
Page A. Prescott
Robert E. Ragsdale
Lois B. Reed
Konrad Reisner
Gary 1. Rekow
Mary A. Rice
Bari Rolfe
William N. Rollins
Burns W. Roper
JohnH. Rosenberg
Lucille Saner
M. Elizabeth Sawyer
Claire Schumacher
Laurence Seidman
Sally R. Sheehan
Dayle J. Smith
Barbara Solomon
Eleanor K. Spaar
Ray A. Stevens
Joann P. Stewart
Earle E. Stibitz
HenrySumid
Jacquelyn Trimble
Beatrice Tukesbury
Adelaide B. Vawter
William G. Veazie
Irene Vogt
Jewel w. Wright
David Ziskind

Osmon C.Fox
Florence E. Franklin
Jack Frishman
Lady Myra Fuller
Susan Garfield
Ed Gersh
Helen M. Gill
Dorothy A. Glaser
Leanore Goodenow
Pennie Greenfield
Helaine J.

Hamelstein
Bertha L. Hart
Mary C. Himes
John T. Hornung
John S. Hubner
Catherine Jervey
Stanley Johnson
Florence Jonas
Butler A. Jones
Milton Kalina
Mark Kasper
Louisa S. Kassler
Sylvia G. Kerbel
Edna W. Klein
Mary 1. Kohr-Aalto
Freida Kraines
Arthur Kulik
Marion C. LaDieu
Rotan Lee
Use A. Leitinger
Ann T. Levi
Jesse G. Levine
Seymour Lubetzky
Gladys Madoff
Rose Mahler
Norma E. Mallin
Elizabeth Mariano
Mildred Hall

Mason
Betty Mayland
Marian McClennan
William Robert

McIlroy
Patrick J. McMahon
Eugene and Alice

Melcher

Supporters visit Center

T
he Southern Poverty Law Center pays tribute

to the memory ofsupporters who included the

Center in their wills and other planned gifts.

The Center gratefully acknowledges the bequests received

from May 1,2003, through May 31,2004.

SiriAarons
Leone Adelson
Norbert Adler
Nancy E. Allis
Bernard J. Alpers
Pauline Altman
Sara A. Barth
Bruce J. Batts
Martha S. Bean
Milton B.

Beckerman
Edna Beggs
Neva Belsey
Jeremy 1. Berge M.D.
Hazel Berglund
Elizabeth F.

Berryhill
Frederick G.

Bordwell
Gladys S. Borrus
Sonia Brink
Jane S. Buell
Elizabeth M.

Campbell
Sandra Carnesale
William Childs
Dr. Whitfield Cobb
Judith H. Cohen
Alice Crocker
Maie Croner
Catherine Cutler
Jane Dachtelberg
Leonard B. Davis
Barbara Dell
Harry Deutsch
Judge and Shirley

Dietch
Edith A. Digate
Mary Dirnon
Caroline V. Doane
Margaret A. Dobbie
Gerda Dodd
Evelyn Bluestone

DuBartell
Elaine Dulsey
Beulah Elving
Leo Finkelberg

Noah Leavitt (right) and his wife, Helen Kim, meet Center co-founderJoe Levin (center)
on an April visit. Leavitt, director ofadvocacy for the Jewish Council on Urban Affairs
in Chicago, and Kim, who is working on a doctorate degree in social work and sociology,
have supported the Center's work since 1994.

And there are many more whose
apathy in the face of intolerance
allows this hatred to grow.

As the nation's diversity in
creases in the coming years, so
will the challenges to promote
tolerance and acceptance. To help
ensure that the Center is ready to
meet those challenges, its board of
directors has restricted the princi
pal and income from the Center's
endowment to cover the costs of
future programs.

The caring individuals who
help the Center continue its cru
cial daily work are also helping
to establish the Center as an or
ganization poised to carryon the
struggle for tolerance and justice
- for as long as it is needed. The
Center's educational and legal ef
forts have positively affected the
lives of millions of people. With
the help of the Center's endow
ment, millions more will benefit
in the future.

bama while her father was working as a math profes
sor at Tuskegee University, and the family enjoyed
the chance to return to the area.

"I've always felt a strong connection to Alabama
because of the Civil Rights Movement and the his
tory there;' Kaiser said. "Meeting Morris Dees was
an amazing experience because I've read so much
about him, and I idolize him and his work."

"Everyone here at the Center is so proud of
Carolyn's success and appreciative of her efforts to
support our work;' said Dees. "She's made a per
sonal commitment to promoting tolerance that has
touched, and will continue to touch, many lives."

organization in return. When she started to prepare
for her third marathon, she decided to put her run

ing and fundraising skills to use for a new cause.
"My inspiration came from an SPLC Report ar

ticle about someone else who had done a marathon
to raise support for the Center;' she said. "I was try
ing to decide what other organization to raise money
for, and then here was this newsletter with the an
swer right in front of me."

After the marathon, Kaiser and her parents, who
are also Center donors, had the opportunity to travel
to Montgomery, .Alabama, to tour the Center's of
fices and meet Morris Dees. Kaiser was born in Ala-

organizations like the Center
- groups that often touch many
more lives than the typical col
lege - have not. As a result, some
groups have not been able to
sustain themselves and continue
their valuable work.

Today, many nonprofit orga
nizations - including the ACLU,
the Anti-Defamation League and
the Sierra Club - have come to
recognize the critical nature of
their respective missions. They
now understand that the pro
gramming commitments they
make today will create future fi
nancial obligations.

In this new century, America
remains a nation of great prom
ise. In communities across the
country, thousands of people are
seeking to tear down social, eco
nomic and racial barriers that still
sometimes separate us. But there
are others 'who try to use those
divisions to sow seeds of hatred.

Carolyn Kaiser poses with Center co-founder Morris Dees by the Civil Rights Memorial.
She visited the Center after raisingfunds for its work.

Support for the Center's daily
operations would not be pos

sible without the loyal contribu
tions of caring individuals across
the nation. Because of their con
sistent generosity, the Center has
enjoyed great success in funding
Teaching Tolerance, the Intelli
gence Project and its legal work.

But the Center has long been
convinced that the day will come
when nonprofit groups will no
longer be able to support them
selves solely through traditional
direct mail programs. That's
why, in 1974, the Center began
setting aside a certain amount
each year to build an endow
ment. Today the endowment
stands at $128.4 million.

The Center was one of the first
social action organizations to rec
ognize the importance of saving
for the future. While colleges have
long understood the wisdom be
hind building endowments, most

Center endowment provides
future for today's commitments

Supporter uses Chicago marathon
as fundraising event for Center
CHICAGO - Investment banker Carolyn Kaiser put

her financial skills and her athletic ability to work
last year, raising over $5,000 for-the Center-by-encour
aging people to sponsor her in the Chicago marathon.

'Tm not afraid to ask for money;' Kaiser said. "I
asked for donations by sending out e-mails.mailing
letters and carrying flyers around with me. If you
strike up a conversation about it, people usually get
pretty interested."

Kaiser, her brother Kevin Kaiser, and friends Erik
Kolacz; David Kroeger and Heather Weiss, formed

'''Team Tolerance" and decided to run together in
the Chicago marathon on October 12, 2003, with
the goal of raising awareness
and financial support for the
Center's work. Though Kaiser
was injured and ended up not
being able to participate, she
continued her fundraising ef
forts to the end.

"The work that the Center
is doing is so important, espe
cially the Teaching Tolerance
program. With everything
that's going on, from the war in
Iraq to the murder of Matthew
Shepard, it's really important
to get the right messages out
to kids. That message will
carry forward more if you can
reach kids at younger ages;'
Kaiser said.

Kaiser has put the ideals of
the Teaching Tolerance program to work in her own
community by serving as a youth minister at Sacred
Heart Church for the past six years. In her work with
the teens, she's found the free resources provided by
Teaching Tolerance to be especially helpful. "These
are minority kids, so they've experienced some of
the discrimination that's covered in the Teaching
Tolerance material, and they can really relate to it;'
she said.

Kaiser ran her first two marathons with the Leu
kemia & Lymphoma Society's Team in Training pro
gram, which provides participants with coaching for
a marathon and asks them to raise money for the
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Teacher addresses violence using Center's resources

Center producer Ashley Day (second from right) joins students from New Orleans' Bauduit Elementary School
at the Civil Rights MemoriaL Day and the students conducted an online chat about how to fight hate and
intolerance in their community.

NEW ORLEANS - As a Center supporter
and recipient of Teaching Tolerance

magazine, New Orleans elementary school
teacher Kim Nance knows the importance
of instilling values of tolerance and accep
tance into her young students. So when a
Vietnamese shop owner in her predomi
nately black neighborhood was murdered,
she was prompted to use her knowledge to
help the children understand issues ofrace
and violence.

Several students at Bauduit Elementary
knew the victim, and one child was related
to the perpetrator, making it even more
important to address the incident.

To educate her students on the Vietnam
ese culture and racial conflict, Nance invited
aVietnamese immigrant to speak to her class.
Cyndi Nguyen, an activist among a contin
gent of community leaders who spoke out
about the grocer's murder, shared memories
with the students about the day she and her
family fledVietnam after the fall ofSaigon 29
years ago. She told them about her family's
struggles to make a better life in America,
navigating new customs and a newlanguage.
And she shared pictures, food and examples
of traditionalVietnamese clothing. \

Although there was no mention, of the
murder during Nguygen's visit, Nance said
students benefited from the opportunity
to learn about people from different 'lands
and cultures.

"The kids were mesmerized;' Nance said.
"I had never seen these kids so attentive:'

Nance also spent time teaching about
the Center's work to fight hate and promote
tolerance - focusing particularly on the
Center's 1981 lawsuit against the Knights of
the Ku Klux Klan, who terrorized peaceful
Vietnamese fishermen on the Texas coast.

Nance also made contact with Ashley

Day, senior producer for the Center's activ
ist website, Tolerance.org. They set up an
online chat room, where the children could
ask Day questions about what they can do
to fight hate and intolerance in their school
and community.

"One of the most rewarding things
about working with the Center's tolerance
projects is interacting with people in com-

munities across the country who work ev
ery day to make the world a better place,"
Day said. "The kids were just amazing."

Nance and her students met with Day
and other Center staff members on May 27.
They were able to secure a small grant from
the New Orleans chapter of the National
Council of Jewish Women to pay for a bus
trip to the Center, where they presented
staff a'Declaration of Tolerance, signed by
more than 200 students, teachers and com
munity members.

While at the Center's office, students and
staffers listened to songs and worked on ac
tivities from the Teaching Tolerance song
book kit, "I Will Be Your Friend: Songs and
Activities for Young Peacemakers:' Nance
and other teachers from Bauduit Elemen
tary were presented with complete sets of
the Center's curriculum kits, including the
Academy Award-nominated documentary
Mighty Times: The Legacy ofRosa Parks.

Nance has already seen the positive ef
fects of her work.

"Slowly the consciousness is starting to
seep in;' she said. "If somebody starts to
put someone down, they now say 'Is that
promoting tolerance?'"

Nance plans to continue the diversity
programs when the children return to
school in the fall, making tolerance educa
tion and conflict resolution as a permanent
part of her curriculum.

Mail to: Partners for the Future· Southern Poverty Law Center· P.O. Box 548 . Montgomery AL 36101-0548
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IN MEMORIAM

James Parker Lagano, accoun- running marathons.
tant and ardent supporter of Laganowas always interested

the Southern Poverty Law Cen- in civil rights and very diligent
ter since 1993 died at age 59 on in his quest to educate others,
March 6, 2002. said Judy Lagano, his wife of 31

Lagano was raised in Culver years. In addition to support
City, California, where he was ing the Center. he always en
a child actor for MGM stu- couraged people around him to
dios. He appeared 0 be open-minded
in a number of ~ and strive to un-
movie and televi- ~ derstand other

<.>

sion productions, opinions and
including Black beliefs. Lagano
Hand starring often played
Gene Kelly, Foxes "devil's advocate"
of Harrow with in order to foster
Maureen O'Hara intelligent rom-
and Rex Harri- munication with
son, and Forever others, she said.
Amber with Linda "As a naval of-
Darnell and Cor- ficer, he was not
nel Wtlde. James PRrker Lagano to socialize with

After graduating with a de- enlisted personnel, which he
gree in accounting from the thought was wrong and often
University of California at took up their causes," Judy
Northridge, Lagano entered Lagano said. "Jim questioned
the Naval Officer Candidate everything, and if he didn't
School and was commis- agree with someone, he let
sioned as a naval aviator in him or her know. He was soft
1968. He received an honor- spoken, and was able to let
able discharge after two years others know how he thought
in the service. and why, but in a non-con-

Lagano passed the CPA frontational manner:'
exam in 1975 and later started Lagano particularly fol
his own accounting practice lowed the Center's Intelligence
in Incline Village, Nevada. Project updates on U.S. militia
where he served on the city's groups, and was especially con
Chamber of Commerce, the cerned about the treatment of
Lions Club and other com- Muslims since the September
munity programs. 11 attacks.

Lagano enjoyed skiing, rid- He is survived by his wife,
ing motorcycles, camping and Judy, and a daughter, Sarah.

Ja.mes Parker Lagano (1944-2002)

Civil Rights Memorial

Ifyou are interested in receiving information
about wills, charitable gift annuities or other
planned giving opportunities available at the
Center - with no obligation - please contact
the Center's planned giving department toll
free at 1-888-414-7752 or complete and mail
the form below. You can also send an e-mail to
plannedgiving@splcenter.org.

Ifyou have already included the Center in
your will or estate plans, please contact us so we
can update our records. We want to welcome you
as a Partner for the Future.

Leave a legacy
through Partners

for the Future

Dedicated supporters of the Southern Poverty
Law Center who include the Center in their

wills or estate plans are our Partners for the Fu
ture. These special donors have decided to extend
their support beyond their lifetimes and leave a
legacy of tolerance and justice.

Writing a will and including a bequest to the
Center allows you to choose where your estate'
will go and, in most cases, helps you to reduce
taxes on your estate. Your bequest or planned gift
- regardless of size - is a meaningful way to
honor the Center's work and assure its future.

DYes, please contact me. My phone is: ~-+-----------------------

Name _

Address _

D The Center is already included in my will or estate plans. Please welcome me as a Partner for the Future.
D I'm interested in receiving general information about wills and planned giving.

Please send me information on the following specific planned giving opportunities:

D Wills D Retirement Plans D ChaJ;:itable Gift Annuities D Real Estate Gifts
D Securities D Insurance Policies D Trusts D Matching Gifts

My date(s) of birth is: _
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