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Hate among youth becomes widespread

ore than in generations past, young
Americans are being taught to accept
differences and embrace diversity. But as the
Center’s Intelligence Project reported this
summer, there’s a disturbing counter-trend:
Hate activity among kids has probably never
been more widespread, or more violent.
Racist graffiti, Confederate flag T-shirts,
swastika tattoos and homophobic slurs in
high-school hallways are only the tip of the
iceberg. While hate crimes by youngsters
plummeted during the Clinton years, the
number has risen sharply since 9/11 —and the
crimes appear to be more brutal than ever.
“What we're seeing,” says Eric Ward, a long-
time observer of extremist youth who works
at Chicago’s Center for New Community, “is
a more militant, street-fighter culture”
The targets of this militancy have multi-

plied — and so have the perpetrators. After:

9/11,a disproportionate number of assaults
on Muslim-Americans were committed by
teenagers. The same appears to be true for
attacks against sexual and gender minori-
ties, Hispanics and the homeless. And hate
activity is no longer the province of white
boys, though they are still the main offend-
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Impressionable youth are recruited at rallies and other events, such as this one sponsored by the World Church

of the Creator. “Raliowa’ stands for “Racial Holy War.”

ers. Not only are more Hispanic and Afri-
can-American kids getting involved in hate,
but more girls as well. Social ecologist Ron-
ald Huff, a longtime student of both street
and racist youth gangs estimates that “any-
where from a third to 50 percent of gang
members are girls.”

In another demographic shift, the bulk
of hate activity now bubbles up in the sub-
urbs — among reasonably well-off youth.
“Twenty years ago, big cities were hotbeds
of hate,” says Jack Levin, director of North-
eastern University’s Brudnick Center and
co-author of the new book Why We Hate.

“But as more and more minority families
have moved into suburban areas, the prev-
alence of hate attacks has also increased
there. These kids aren’t prepared for people
who are different. They see them as a threat.
They come home in the afternoon to their
empty houses, log onto the Internet, visit
hate sites, chat rooms, bulletin boards and
get ideas.”

A special summer issue of the Center’s
Intelligence Report profiled neo-Nazi outfits
like the National Socialist Movement and
Aryan Nations, which still work hard to
recruit youngsters into the fold. But since
much of the new racist activity is spring-
ing up from the grassroots, the issue also
reported on start-up groups like the Con-
necticut White Wolves and Agnostic Neo-
Nazis, both of which drew their inspiration
from Internet hate sites — and ran with it.

“I dont know what’s more frighten-
ing,” says Ward, “kids joining organized hate
groups, or the way hate is rising up spontane-
ously among kids who feel it's OK to terror-
ize and assault people because of their race or
religion or sexual orientation. What does that
say about where our society’s headed?”

Mix It Up at Lunch program
encourages student activism

Students across the country
are gearing up for the third
annual Mix It Up at Lunch Day,
which takes place this year on
November 16.

Sponsored by Tolerance.org
and Teaching Tolerance in col-
laboration with Study Circles Re-
source Center, Mix It Up at Lunch
Day encourages students to swap
seats in the school cafeteria as an
effort to cross social boundaries.

Last year about 2 million stu-
dents at more than 7,000 schools
across the country participated in
the event. With an increased fo-
cus on youth activism, this year’s
event is expected to be an even
bigger success.

“We want to make Mix It Up
at Lunch Day even more of a stu-
dent-driven youth initiative,” said
Lecia Brooks, Mix It Up director.
“We want youth to see that this is
activism, and it can lead them to
creating real, sustained change on
their school campuses.”

In past years, some students’
participation in Mix It Up at

Lunch Day has been teacher-driv-
en, as many teachers assign the
event as a class activity.

“It’s one thing for youth to do
this because it’s as-
signed. But when we
empower youth to
take charge of this
activity and really
organize it on their
own, it’s so much
more meaningful,”
Brooks said. “It’s im-
portant for students
to see that they can
take charge and take
responsibility  for
their school environments, and
that adults can support them.”

The Mix It Up project is reach-
ing out to student leaders with
some exciting new features on the
Mix It Up website. A section titled
Youth Activism 101 offers sugges-
tions and guidance for student
activists while another section
provides links to existing youth
activism organizations.

A new artists’ space on the Mix

VALERIE DOWNES

Lecia Brooks

It Up website is planned for 2005,
giving youth activists an arena to
express their views on social bound-
aries through poetry and art.

Mix It Up moves
outside the lunch-
room this year,
too, with Mix It Up
Dialogue Groups,
which help stu-
dents talk openly
and honestly about
social boundar-
ies, and Mix It Up
Grants, which pro-
vide up to $250
for youth-directed
projects aimed at addressing
school climate and boundaries.

“We are excited and optimis-
tic about this year’s Mix It Up at
Lunch Day,” said Jennifer Smith-
Holladay, interim director of the
Center’s tolerance education pro-
grams. “This event is a great way
to get students involved in ques-
tioning, challenging and changing
the boundaries that define their
schools and communities.”

Center wins judgment

Center lawyers on September 2 obtained a $350,000 judgment for Fatima Leiva (left),
who sued the vigilante paramilitary group Ranch Rescue after its members captured and

d her and a comp on a Texas ranch. The award was against Casey Nethercots,
one of the defendants in the case. In this photo, Leiva and Edwin Mancia, both of El Salvador,
kneel on the ground while held captive during the March 2003 incident. The Center filed

suit on behalf of the undocumented imnrigrants, claiming that Ranch Rescue, several

of its members and the ranch owner violently assaulted and falsely imprisoned the two
Salvadorans. Mancia’s case is scheduled for trial in January. (See related Intelligence Brief
on page 3.)
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Center lawsuit changes former racist’s life

In 1988, several members of a Portland, Ore., Shnkmmgbrumﬂybwmdmmdaadﬂduapmsmdmmmmgﬁasgrw nemsmmm;u the attack
all pled guilty to the assault and received lengthy prison sentences.

The case did not end with their conviction, kowever. In 1990, mmmmmmﬁwaaﬂsﬁragmmmmdh:mhhmmqm
Aryan Resistance (WAR). In the ensuing trial the Center argued that the Metzgers, who had setit.a recruiter to train the Portland Skinheads in WAR’s methods, were also
responsible for Seraw’s murder. The jury agreed, awarding $12.5 mﬂ:onmdamagesta&mxfnmﬂja The decision eﬁ‘ednﬂybar&mmad WAR and collapsed one of the

nation’s most powerful neo-Nazi groups,
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af:bemul:,cmddﬂmtrlalmaﬂ'druﬁunpseofhsmﬁemmHkapmmwmﬂwmlmuﬂﬁw&thpm Hemﬁrmndnﬁrﬂmﬂagtaﬂrm
‘Center chief trial counsel Morris Dees, who argued the Portland case,

was pleased to receive the
Wall of Tolerance informa-

tion from the Southern Poverty

Law Center through the mail. It
really struck a nerve when I got
it, so much so that I wanted to
respond to you personally.

This may sound strange, but
as a young man, I became some-
thing of a neo-Nazi. My parents
had divorced and things were

hard at home. In looking back

I see how vulnerable and fool-
ish I was getting mixed up in it
all. T never joined a group, and
1 never assaulted anyone. How-
ever, over a number of years I
adopted a racist, Nazi point of
view and associated with some
others who did the same. This
way of looking at other people
and the world was very hateful
and in the end, self-destructive,
This all began to change
back in 1990. I went to the trial

I’ve known of the Southern
Poverty Law Center for some
years, but recently read a couple
of books on the Center and spe-
cifically the Intelligence Project,
and want to express my appre-
ciation for your work. There
are many evils in the world, of
course, but one of the worst —and
certainly one of the most irratio-
nal —is bigotry based on skin col-
or, ethnic background, or nation-
al origin. I applaud your efforts to
redress the wrongs such bigotry
creates, and wish you continued
success in those efforts.

R.M,
Albuquerque, New Mexico

I am a principal of a primary
school in South Africa. 1 saw
your magazine while I was in the
states last year. It is fantastic! We
have such a need of tolerance
material here in this troubled
country of ours.

L.R.
South Africa

I want you and your workers
to know how proud I am of you
and your work for civil rights
and against hate groups. 1 ap-
plaud you completely. I love to
see someone helping the poor
and hated.

M.W.
Gulfport, Mississippi

[ subscribe to your e-news-
letter, “Hatewatch, “and find it
an invaluable resource. In ad-
dition to serving as a campus
minister at the University of
Missouri-Kansas City, I teach a

because 1 wanted to see Tom

Xy

“all human beings and ‘de%-efv-

and John Metzger in person, as ing of equal value — Memgm
they seemed to be the most vis- '1:ered ﬂl.g& t. really gesofnatiad

ible and successful
neo-Nazis at that 2
time, and [ agreed 5
with their message.
However, seeing
the Metzgers in
person and their
bullying, inappro-
priate tactics in
court really made
me question why
I would want to
follow people like
them, and even worse — that I

could turn into the same sort of

person one day.

And Mr. Dees, you were

brilliant in that trial. You were
very articulate, and the things

you said about no one in that

courtroom being “sludge” (as
Tom Metzger put it), that we're

series of interdisciplinary semi-

nars on the concept of evil in

America, and I often have my

students use your website to re-
search hate groups.

S.C.

Kansas City, Missouri

[ love reading your publica-
tions and think it is so wonder-
ful that you have so much to
offer teachers for free. Tolerance
and diversity are vital topics that
need to be taught in all schools,
and you are making that pos-
sible. Thank you so much.

J.P.
Grand Junction, Colorado

I just want to thank and en-
courage you to keep on telling
it like it “really” is despite how
insensitive and distant so many
of us have become. The struggle
for truth, justice, freedom and
equality will always continue.

A.L
Wayne, New Jersey

I have used your resources
and have been very grateful for
the free quality products. Us and
Them is crucial for my United
States history classes. 1 have
also used the Rosa Parks video
[Mighty Times] and the Mix It
Up resources.

When I taught middle school,
the folk literature at the back of
the Teaching Tolerance magazine
was used extensively.

Thank you so much for the
work you do.

Ol
Aurora, Colorado

“with me:Tvideo: -
" taped your'closing
argument, and lat-
er, when I would
sort of backslide
into racism again,
I would watch it.
Your closing re-
minded me of
what was right. It
really touched me,
It has taken
many years, but I am
finally free of racism and neo-
Nazism. It took that long to get
more life experience, meet other
kinds of people, and unlearn the
harmful, prejudiced outlooks
that can be so appealing to peo-
ple in trouble like I was.
I had to choose, and what T
chose was to take a stand for what

waanght in my own small way,
llke it'says in the literature about

;tisﬁce-and the Wall of Tolerance

-ﬂl;at your organization sent me.

I'also practice tolerance in my
daily life, and I certainly support
the work you and the Center do.
Something else — deep down, [
feel really terrible about once
holding such hateful, prejudiced
points of view. In supporting
the Center and the Wall of Tol-
erance project, it helps me to
make something positive out of
something so negative.

My experience is a good ex-
ample of how the work of your
organization can touch people
in positive ways, even ways you
may have been unaware of. My
heart goes out to all of you in-
volved in the Center’s work. You
are truly making a difference.
And thanks for the opportunity
to support your work.

College outreach program
produces positive results

IRMINGHAM, ALA. — When

Center outreach associate
Brandon Wilson took to the po-
dium to greet the incoming class
of African American students
at the University of Alabama at
Birmingham (UAB) in August,
he offered more than the typical
welcome speech. He provided a
moment of truth.

“There will be challenges during
your tenure at UAB,” he said. “Hate
crimes and incidents will happen.”

Bias is a reality on college cam-
puses across the country, not just
at UAB. Every year, more than a
million students are the targets of
bias-driven slurs or physical as-
saults. Every day, a hate crime oc-
curs on a college campus.

Outreach includes training
To help students and campus
communities prepare for and
respond effectively to such chal-
lenges, the Center launched a
pilot program, the 10 Ways to
Fight Hate on Campus Outreach
Program, during the 2003-2004
school year. The program offered
two components — a free guide-
book titled 10 Ways to Fight Hate
on Campus and on-site trainings.
During the pilot year, the Cen-
ter distributed more than 50,000
copies of 10 Ways to Fight Hate
on Campus to members of col-
lege communities. In a survey
of recipients, 100 percent of re-

spondents said that the handbook
raised awareness on their cam-
puses, and 84 percent reported
that their campuses were better
equipped to deal with bias crimes
and incidents having received the
guidebook. Further, 21 percent
used the recommendations pro-
vided in 10 Ways to Fight Hate on
Campus to respond to a hate inci-
dent at their schools.

In addition to distribution of
the publication, the Center pro-
vided free anti-hate training on 21
college campuses, home to more
than 230,000 college students. In
phone interviews, 100 percent of
campus organizers said that they
would recommend the 10 Ways
to Fight Hate on Campus train-
ings to other schools. Outcomes
from the trainings included the
initiation of a bias response team
at Hastings College and the ad-
dition of anti-hate materials into
the core curriculum at Fort Lewis
College. At the University of Ala-
bama, the first African American
in the history of the school was
named vice president.

“This program has had a clear
impact on college communities,”
said Wilson. “I look forward to con-
tinuing its success during the 2004~
2005 academic year.”

Wilson already has scheduled
visits to 11 campuses in the com-
ing school year. To learn more,
visit www.tolerance.org/campus/.
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Supporters
tour Center

Posing with Teaching Tolerance
grants administrator Annie Bolling
(left) are Center supporters Richard
Boyce Jr. and his wife, Shannon,
with their son, Collins. Donors since
1997, the couple — both involved
with opera in New York City — are
members of the Center’s Leadership
Council and recently signed up to
be monthly givers as Friends of the
Center. A native of Monigomery,
Shannon Boyce had Bolling as her
middle school English teacher. The
Boyces visited on August 9.

Center report exposes links
between hate group, lawmakers

In 1998, an Intelligence Project
exposé uncovered the white su-
premacist views of the Council of
Conservative Citizens (CCC), a
hate group with 15,000 members
that routinely denigrated blacks as
“genetically inferior,” complained
about “Jewish power brokers,”
and accused immigrants of turn-
ing America into a “slimy brown
mass of glop.” The investigation
revealed that then-Senate Major-
ity Leader Trent Lott of Missis-
sippi had spoken to the group five
times, once telling its members
they “stand for the right princi-
ples and the right philosophy.”

Embarrassed conservatives im-
mediately denounced the group.
Peggy Noonan, Ronald Reagan’s
former speechwriter, said that
anyone associated with a group
like the CCC “doesn’t belong in a
leadership position in America”
As evidence of widespread asso-
ciation between Southern GOP of-
ficeholders and the CCC mounted,
Republican National Committee
chairman Jim Nicholson took the
unusual step of asking party mem-
bers to resign from the group be-
cause of its “racist views.”

Scores of Southern lawmakers
have ignored Nicholson’s advice
to distance themselves from the
racist CCC, according to a new
Intelligence Project report. Since
2000, no fewer than 38 federal,

state and local elected officials
who are still in office today have
attended CCC events, most of
them giving speeches to local
chapters of the hate group. An-
other 38 former elected officials
and candidates for office have ad-
dressed CCC chapters during the
past four years. Of the current 38
office-holders who’ve attended
CCC events, 26 are state lawmak-
ers — most of them, 23, from
Lott’s home state of Mississippi.

No lawmakers reprimanded
Though the vast majority of these
politicians are Republicans — 23
of the 26 current state lawmakers
— the Republican National Com-
mittee, so forthright five years
ago, now declines to condemn
the CCC. But Jim Herring, state
Republican chairman for Missis-
sippi, is eager to put some dis-
tance between the party and the
hate group. Without mentioning
the CCC by name, Herring said
that the Mississippi GOP would
“denounce any group that holds
racist views.” No member of ei-
ther party has been sanctioned or
reprimanded for maintaining ties
to the Council.

The CCC still wields a big po-
litical stick in Mississippi, where it
claims some 5,000 members. Such
leaders as Mississippi’s governor,
Haley Barbour, and the presiding

justice of the state Supreme Court,
Kay Cobb, have spoken at CCC
events. During the 2003 Missis-
sippi gubernatorial campaign, the
CCC website ran a photograph
of Republican candidate Barbour
posing with Council luminaries at
the Black Hawk Barbecue, a CCC
fundraiser for private school buses.

When the photo caused a stir,
Barbour was quick to call the
CCC’s segregationist views “in-
defensible.” But he refused to ask
that his picture be taken down
from the website. It was a matter
of principle, Barbour, who went
on to win, explained. “Once you
start down the slippery slope of
saying, ‘That person can’t be for
me, then where do you stop?” he
asked. “Old segregationists? For-
mer Ku Klux Klan?”

That politicians would con-
sider consorting with the CCC to-
day is particularly worrying as the
group is even more extreme than
it was five years ago. This spring,
national officer Sam Dickson, an
attorney, represented the Council
at neo-Nazi David Duke’s prison-
release party in New Orleans.
Along with leaders of America’s
neo-Nazi and Holocaust-de-
nial movements, Dickson signed
Duke’s “New Orleans Protocol,”
pledging to work with other hate
groups to achieve their collective
dream of a white America.

Company dedicated to diversity

One of the world’s biggest names in sports and leisure apparel, Russell is a corporate leader in its commitment in diversity as a core value. On
July 14, members of Russell Corporation’s Diversity Leadership Team conducted one of its monthly meetings in the Center’s conference room,
and its executives met with Center leaders to explore the possibility of working together to promote the Center’s Teaching Tolerance program.
Pictured are Center president Richard Cohen (center foreground) and Center human resources director Sam Whalum (second from right)
with Russell Corp. CEQ Jack Ward (right) and other Russell executives Kevin Clayton (from left), Nancy Young and Ed Flowers.

Intelligence Briefs

tracking extremist activity

FBI arrests vigilante

DOUGLAS, ARIZ. — Casey Neth-
ercott, a defendant in the Cen-
ter’s lawsuit against the vigilante
group Ranch Rescue, was arrest-
ed here on September 15 by FBI
agents in connection with a tense
confrontation with Border Patrol
agents at his nearby ranch. He is
charged with assaulting a federal
officer during an incident that
happened there on August 31.

Nethercott was convicted on
a federal weapons charge last
summer in connection with an
assault on two undocumented
immigrants on a Texas ranch.
Nethercott, 37, is accused of
pistol-whipping Edwin Alfredo
Mancia Gonzales last year while
armed Ranch Rescue members
were patrolling a ranch near
Hebbronville. Ranch owner Joe
Sutton invited the paramilitary
group to his property.

Ranch Rescue, Nethercott
and Sutton are defendants in a
civil case brought by the Center
on behalf of Mancia and a Salva-
doran woman who were attacked
on the ranch. The case is set for
trial in January. (See related pic-
ture on page 1.)

his 20-acre compound and much
of his influence when a jury
in Coeur d’Alene, Idaho, ruled
against him in October 2000 in a
lawsuit filed by the Center. Butler
and a small group of supporters
moved into a house bought by
a supporter in nearby Hayden,
Idaho.

Latinos indicted
in hate crime
1os ANGELES — Four alleged

members of a Latino street gang
that waged a campaign of ter-
ror against African Americans in
Highland Park have been indict-
ed on federal weapons and civil
rights charges, including the ra-
cially motivated slaying of a black
motorist, the U.S. attorney’s office
announced on August 20.

Prosecutors said the four, who
could face the death penalty if
convicted, are members of a clique
of the Avenues street gang, which
has been a fixture on the east side
of Los Angeles for 50 years.

All four defendants are ac-
cused of taking part in the kill-
ing of Kenneth Kurry Wilson,
38, a black man who was gunned
down April 18, 1999, while park-

¥ANNE £ ing his car on a street claimed by
A : § the gang.

Casey Nethercott

Richard Butler dies

HAYDEN, IDAHO — Richard Girnt
Butler, founder of the white su-
premacist and anti-Semitic Ary-
an Nations and the Church of
Jesus Christ Christian, died Sep-
tember 8 at the age of 86. Long
suffering from congestive heart
failure, Butler reportedly died
peacefully in his sleep at home.

For more than three decades,
Butler preached his anti-Semitic
and racist ideas from his Aryan
Nations compound based near
Hayden Lake, Idaho. Members
or former members of his group
were convicted of numerous vio-
lent crimes across the country
— from assassination to armed
robberies, bombings, counterfeit-
ing and racial assaults.

At the 20-acre compound,
where a sign warned “Whites
Only,” the principal leaders and
terrorists of the racist right gath-
ered annually for the Aryan Na-
tions Congresses. But Butler lost

Radio station
hosts neo-Nazis

t. Louis — Local station

WGNU knowingly hosts rac-
ist and anti-Semitic program-
ming on a weekly basis. On Fri-
days, “The Couch Potato,” takes
to the airwaves for two hours at
St. Louis’ WGNU-AM radio sta-
tion. “Couchie” offers up “fam-
ily radio for concerned white
people” The Couch Potato’s
real name is Frank Weltner, and
he is a member of the National
Alliance, the country’s best-or-
ganized neo-Nazi organization.
Weltner also runs Jew Watch, an
anti-Semitic website that carries
archives of conspiracy theories
about Jews.

WGNU officials know about
Weltner’s Alliance membership,
his Jew Watch site, even the radio
show he does for National Van-
guard, a branch of the National
Alliance, and they know his real
name. But general manager Es-
ther Wright says Weltner can say
what he likes, “as long as he stays
within the guidelines.”

The guidelines are unclear.
Another WGNU program host
who is the local leader of the
white supremacist Council of
Conservative Citizens was “called
on the carpet” but not kicked off
the air for attacking an antiracist
as a “n***** lover” in an e-mail
later made public. Wright says
that both Weltner and the other
host were reprimanded.
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Center intern is ‘Point of Light’

e — !

Cierra Johnson, a Huntingdon College senior who interns in the Center’s Teaching
Tolerance program, was selected as the national Volunteer of the Day and the Daily Point

of Light for September 13 for hervol

work promoting tolerance to youth. Johnson

competes in the Miss America Scholarship program, using tolerance as her platform. She
won the Miss Sylacauga competition and was in the top 10 in this year’s Miss Alabama
contest. “Cierra is an incredibly talented young woman who believes passionately in

the issue of civil rights,” said Jennifer Smith-Holladay, interim director of the Center’s

tolerance programs.

Sick inmates get health care
under lawsuit settlement

BIRMINGHAM, ALa. — Chroni-
cally sick inmates who were
routinely denied basic medical at-
tention are now beginning to re-
ceive the care they need as a result
of a lawsuit settlement agreement
with the Alabama Department of
Corrections (DOC).

Settlement of the class action,
filed by the Center on behalf of
seriously ill inmates
at St. Clair Correc-
tional - facility, re-
quires the DOC to
improve nearly all as-
pects of medical care
at the facility. It also
forces the state, for
the first time, to test
and treat inmates at
all DOC facilities for
Hepatitis C, a deadly
disease that severely
damages the liver and affects be-
tween 16 and 41 percent of the
prison population and is curable
in many cases.

The settlement in Baker vs.
Campbell provides for a full-time
physician and additional nurses
on staff and requires the DOC
to develop guidelines for treating
hypertension, asthma, HIV and
tuberculosis that are reasonably
consistent with nationally accept-
ed guidelines for treatment.

“This settlement means that

Rhonda Brownstein

suffering for some people will fi-
nally end,” said Center legal director
Rhonda Brownstein. “It also means
lives will be saved. The inmates who
died could have received much bet-
ter medical care from the Depart-
ment of Corrections.”

Just two days after the suit was
filed, the lead plaintiff in the case,
Jerry Baker, 63, died in his cell

- from an untreated
breathing problem.
Baker, an inmate at
the facility for 14
years, lost 40 pounds
in the year before his
death. This was due
in part to the fact
that a denture plate
he had been given
five yeas ago, and re-
paired by the prison
infirmary with crazy
glue, had broken, making eating
extremely difficult.

A CT scan on January 30, 2003,
revealed that inmate Darrell Mull-
ins’ testicular cancer had metasta-
cized into his lymph nodes. But
he did not receive chemotherapy
until nearly three months later, a
delay that likely will cost his life.
Since the settlement agreement,
he is receiving appropriate and
prompt treatment for the cancer,
which is now in his abdomen and
lower back. He also now receives

medication to alleviate his pain
and suffering.

When the lawsuit was filed,
plaintiff James Freeman used a
colostomy bag to collect his bodi-
ly waste. Rather than provide him
with a fresh bag on a daily basis,
the DOC forced him and the
other inmates with colostomies to
use the same bag over and over for
weeks at a time, They had to wash
their bags in the sinks in their
cells, without disinfectants or
gloves. Because of the settlement
agreement, Freeman’s colostomy
has been surgically reversed.

Another inmate, a hemo-
philiac, was repeatedly denied
necessary blood infusions and
blood pressure medication be-
fore the lawsuit.

“The inmates at St. Clair were
denied essential medical care that
they needed, in some cases, to
survive,” said Brownstein.

An outside physician will
monitor St. Clair’s compliance
with the agreement.

Alabama currently ranks highin
the country in inmate death rates
and is at the bottom in per-inmate
spending on health care: Center at-
torneys hope that through this and
other similar lawsuits the state will
extend the medical services guar-
anteed in the Baker settlement to
the state’s other inmate facilities.

Work at Center motivates law students to pursue goals

Ten years after school officials
refused to address her con-
cerns that her son was not getting
the education he needed, Ridgley
Jackson is finally realizing her
goal of helping other parents in
the same position.

Jackson, one of three legal in-
terns at the Center this summer,
can trace her legal career back to
a meeting that never happened
with her son’s school counselors.

“I worked as a legal secretary,
possessed only a high school edu-
cation, was desperate to help my
child, but had no idea how to do
it,” Jackson wrote in her applica-
tion letter to the Center. With the
help of a lawyer at the firm where
she worked, Jackson eventually
got her son the help he needed.
Encouraged by her success, she set
out to pursue a career in law.

Jackson is now entering year nine
of a 10-year plan that included earn-
ing a bachelor’s degree at Northwest-
ern University, where she graduated
suntma cum laude, and is now earn-
ing her law degree at the Loyola Uni-
versity Chicago School of Law.

Her earlier experience proved
valuable this summer in her work
with Center attorneys battling a
Louisiana school district that has
failed to provide at-risk children
with appropriate specialized in-
struction and other services man-
dated by law.

“I was sad that nothing has
happened in 10 years, but T was
grateful that the Center has seized
upon it as an important issue,”
said Jackson. “I'm grateful that I
could participate and that some-

Palmer, a third-year student
at the Seattle University School
of Law once spent 10 hours un-
dercover as a female inmate in a
county jail as part of a research
project. She celebrated her 28th

Ridgely Jackson (from left), Karen Palmer and Abigayle Needham

thing might happen as a result.”

Joining Jackson in the Mont-
gomery offices of the Center
were Karen Palmer and Abi-
gayle Needham. Palmer and
Needham said their summer
experience has reinforced their
desire to pursue careers in pub-
lic interest law.

birthday during her first week at
the Center and got a unique gift
from Rhonda Brownstein, the
Center’s legal director.

“It was a letter from a man in
prison who was writing about
his friend,” recalled Palmer.
“Rhonda said “Here, get this in-

m

nocent guy out of prison.

Palmer said the experience
she got working on that case,
which involved a man serving 20
years-in prison for escaping from
a city jail where he was serving a
90-day sentence, as well as other
Center cases, helped
her realize the pos-
sibilities of a public
interest law career.

“T've been learning
so much, it’s really mo-
tivating,” said Palmer,
“I knew I wanted to
participate in public
interest law, and this
job has made me re-
alize that law really is
the best way to create
change in society.”

Needham agreed with Palmer,
adding that the trust staff attor-
neys placed in the summer interns
throughout the summer helped
build her belief in her ability to
practice law.

“We have that confidence now,”
said Needham, who also wants to
pursue a career in public interest
and civil rights law.

“This is a place trying to
change people’s views of others
and changing people’s lives, es-
pecially on behalf of those who
aren’t in the position to make
those changes themselves, I'm
glad they’re doing it because no
one else is,” Needham said.

CONTRIBLITED

Damien Jackson

While Jackson, Palmer and
Needham spent their summer in
Montgomery working directly
at the Center, Damien Jackson
worked at the Southern Disabil-
ity Law Center, based in Bay St.
Louis, Mississippi, as
a legal intern funded
by the Center. While
the other interns
worked on a number
of issues during their
summer, Jackson fo-
cused almost entirely
on the same Louisi-
ana school case, doing
research for Center
lawyers and talking to
affected parents.

“I never even imag-
ined that some of the schools could
have conditions that are so horrific
for their students. We're supposed
to strive to have the best public
education possible but clearly we
have not been doing that,” said
Jackson.

“I strongly feel this is my call-
ing. I can’t see myself sitting in a
regular law firm,” Jackson added.
“I know the only way I can deal
with the rigorous hours of a law-
yer is by doing something I have a
passion for. At the end of the day |
know I can make a difference and
that the people doing this are not
in it for the money, they are in it
for the cause”
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Ride for Justice visits Memorial

Ben Chaney (right), brother of civil rights movement martyr James Earl Chaney, visited the Civil Rights Memorial on June 17 as

part of the Freedom Summer 2004 Ride for Justice. Chaney, who heads a New York City-based nonprofit foundation that bears his
brother’s name, led a busload of youth through the South on a voter registration drive and to advocate for the reopening of his brother’s
murder investigation. Civil rights workers James Earl Chaney, Andrew Goodman and Michael Schwerner were slain June 21, 1964, by

Klansmen in Neshoba County, Mississippi.~

Kit’s songs inspire hope
for better community

ess than two years after the

launch of its new music-
based curriculum guide “I Will
Be Your Friend,” Teaching Tol-
erance has distributed nearly
40,000 of the free kits.

Winner of the 2003 Parents’
Choice Silver Honor award, the
128-page activity book is being
used in classrooms and com-
munity centers, reaching hun-
dreds of thousands of children.

“I Will Be Your Friend:
Songs and Activities for Young

RICHARD SENNOTT/STAR TRIBUNE

ed for 2nd through 5th grades
but is being taught from pre-
school to high school. The kit
includes a 26-song CD and an
activity book with musical notation for each song,
artist and song profiles, classroom activities and re-
source recommendations.

According to hundreds of evaluations sent to
Teaching Tolerance, teachers and students have thor-
oughly enjoyed learning about community, diversity
and tolerance,

A teacher from Turner Falls, Mass., described the
kit as an “excellent resource that I used to meet mul-
tiple development levels of special needs students.”

“What a wonderful packet to teach our students
about diversity. Through songs and activities, our
future will be a better place,” said an educator from
Millbrae, Calif,

Another Californian who provides mental health

Musician J. D. Steele greets students at Longfellow Magnet School in Minneapolis. He and
Larry Long collaborated on songs for “I Will Be Your Friend.”

Troubadour Larry Long leads Minneapolis students in “Something for Me, Something for
You,” a song about mutual respect that he and J. D. Steele co-wrote for the Center’s teaching
kit “1 Will Be Your Friend.”

services to public school children in Riverside wrote
about her experience with the songbook and CD: “1
see children who are depressed, violent and in need
of so much loving care. I taught one of the songs to
my children in a group session. Suddenly, children
who had disclosed violent leanings, suicidal tenden-
cies and racist remarks were now singing, ‘I will be
your friend.” I thank you from the bottom of my
heart for your help in their transformation from a
view of no hope to one of openness and possibility.”
Producer Larry Long — who has been called “a
true American troubadour” by author Studs Ter-
kel — hopes “I Will Be Your Friend” will encour-
age students, teachers and parents to sing together,
laugh together and write music together, build-
ing more joyful and peaceful
communities in the process.
Songs on the CD repre-
sent an eclectic mix of cul-
tures and traditions, echoing
Long’s commitment to the
celebration of multifaceted
American stories. Songs such
as “Vem kan segla,” “Somos
El Barco” and “Eh-Un-Lan-
Weh-Seh-Un-Lan,” an Arabic
greeting, teach children that
love and friendship come in
many different languages.
Formoreinformation, visitthe
website: www.teachingtolerance.
org/teach/expand/songbook/.

Civil rights teaching kit
updated and re-issued

ne of Teaching

Tolerance’s most
effective and popu-
lar curriculum kits,
America’s Civil Rights
Movement, has been
updated with 10 new
lessons plans for an
October re-release.

First published in
1989, America’s Civil
Rights Movement
tells the story of the
struggle to end official
apartheid in the United States.
The film included in the kit, A
Time For Justice, won the Acad-
emy Award for Best Documen-
tary Short Subject. The kit also
includes the book Free At Last and
a teacher’s guide,

More than 100,000 free copies
have been distributed to educa-
tors across the country. Originally
designed for middle school and
high school classroom educators,
the kit also is used by colleges and
universities in’ numerous courses
and orientation programs.

Guide teaches empowerment

The updated teacher’s guide is
about empowering the power-
less. The guide emphasizes lan-
guage, both written and spoken,
helping students understand
the power of words to change
the world. It is interdisciplinary
and contains lessons for teach-
ers in history, civics and lan-
guage arts.

One innovative strategy for
teachers is called “A Poem in
Two Voices.” These types of po-
ems are designed to be read by
two readers at the same time.
One reader takes the left side of
the poem, and the other reader

The free teaching kit includes a video, the textbook Free
At Last, and a teacher’s guide.

takes the right side. The poems
are read from top to bottom
with lines at the same level be-
ing read together. When it is
read, the poem becomes a type
of performance art.

Poem honors Rosa Parks

The model poem in the guide, “I
Heard It on the Bus One Day,”
commemorates the day Rosa
Parks refused to give up her seat
on a Montgomery bus. The voice
on the left side of the poem is a
white bus driver; the voice on the
right side is a black woman who
witnessed what Rosa Parks did
that day. Read together, the voices
create a powerful cacophony.

Other lesson plans include a
photo-essay project, a matrix that
aids students in organizing infor-
mation, an exercise exploring the
concept of non-violence and a
guide to “taking it to the streets”
where students are encouraged to
implement their own social jus-
tice campaigns.

The new kit arrives in time for
2005, the year that marks the 50th
anniversary of Rosa Parks’ power-
ful act of civil disobedience that
changed Montgomery, the nation
and the world.

Family reunion draws Center donors

Sam Whalum (left), the Center’s director of human resources, greets Center supporters

Mr. And Mrs. Henry Jackson of Great Mills, Maryland, on June 17 when they stopped

by Montgomery on their way to a family reunion in Atlanta. Jackson is retired from the
aerospace company Pratt & Whitney in New Haven, Connecticut. He now teaches contract
negotiation and other labor-related courses at the Winpisinger Center in Hollywood,
Maryland, where members of the International Association of Machinists and Aerospace
Workers come for classes. The Jacksons have been Center supporters since 1999,
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TRIBUTE GIFTS RECEIVED BY THE CENTER FROM JUNE THROUGH AUGUST 2004

Janet Ainger
Joe Alexander &

Bridget Manahan
Angela & Chris
Jeremy Bailer
Kit Basom
Douglas Bauder
Susan Koen &

Barbara Beckelman
Charles E. Becker
Nelly Benjamin
Dr. Regina Benjamin
Jonathan Sprunger &

Steven Berg
Janis & Greg Berman
Christine Bernard
Dan Bernard
Betsy Bitner
Janet & Henry Bloodsaw
Dennis Blumkin &

Emily Blumkin
Karen Bodensieck
Matt Bonn
Brian & Anne
Jefi Brown
Kirk & Shelley Brown
Carol Brownstein
Tony Byers
Janessa & Ron Calderon
Delyte D. Frost &

William P. Campi
Frieda Rapoport Caplan
M. A. Sargo &

Dr. William M. Carr
Ken Castle & Gail Baker
Kenneth Caulfield
Terri Chen &

Ko-Fang Chang
Becky Chappell
Lisa Christenson
Mr. Alvin Clavin
Bruce Clift
Arlene Katzman &

Harvey Cohen
Nora & Claude Cohen
Terri Cohen
Stu & Carola Cohn
Stuart Cohn
Andre' Coleman
Betty & Larry Coleman
Michael Collins
Ms. Ann Corenzwit
Katy Mathias &

Roger Coulter
Margaret Oakes Cox
Morris Dees
Everett Lee DeGolyer
Robert Deppe
Steve & Shelley Deutsch
Manny Diamant
Mrs. Lori Dinkin
David & Bettyann Director
Mrs. Jeanette Dixon
Seymour S. Dolnick
Miriam &

Maury Donaldson
Colleen Draper
John C. Edwards
Fannie Effron
Steve Egna
Harry Elam &

Michele Birnbaum
Lesley R. Elliott
Russell Elliott, 1l
Dr. Beth Erickson
Jim Feibel
Ed Feldman
Martina Frommett &

David Feldshoh
Marie & Jim Finlay
Paul Fitzgerald
Linda Dixie Forman
Jackie Foster
Teresa Foster
Missy & Gary Fountain
Dr. Don Franks
Milton Freidman
Ed Freundlich
Jeremy Frombach

| Prof. Gerald Hande!

| Lisa Youmans &

{ Brette Fulton

| Joe&Leslie Jabaily |
| Jacquelyn B. Jackson

| Bena Jaffe
. Father Robert A, Jeffers

| Pat Lilliquist
| Elaine Lowry

IN HONOR OF

Sarah Galbraith
Eleanor & Harold Geringer .

| Charles “Chuck” Getman |
i Donna Giglotti i

Sr. Jean Girzaitis
Karen Eskin Gisher
Leonard Glazier
Laurie Goldman &

Karen M. Henley
The Goldman-Henley

Family
Jac L. Goldstucker
Warren Goodwin
Constance Gordon
Malcolm &

Annette Gordon
Glenda McDowell Green
Martin McDowell Green
Maurice L. Guss
Gloria Gutner

Linda Hanson :
Janet Harris

Bob Hartman
Mindy Hedges
Drs. Charles &
Diane Heisterkamp
Helen Helpgate
Ruth Hershey
Dr. Robert Hewitt
Stanley Hoffberger
Kurt Hollocher
Ms. Grace Holt
Bob Holtzman
Diane & Wayne Horlburt
Mrs. Bea Horovitz
Mel & Charlotte Hurwitz

Ruth Jacobs

|
|

Dr. Daniel Jenkins |

Randy Jennings '

Sharon Jutton-Schneider |

Trey, Mary & Sophie

Kamplain &

Claudia & Halley

Andrew Karp

Mr. Herbert Karp

Mrs. Roz Kent

Camille Kettel

Eugene B. Kidd

Ernest Korpela

Howard Koss

Annick Lamar

Vanessa Lavely

Bob & Margaret Lavidge

Margaret Z. Lavidge

Martin Leff

Lois Levy

Dr. Stephen Kenneth Lewis |

David Lucil &
Jennifer Moglia

Daniel Mackay

Jean Mackay

Melissa MacKinnon

Kay MacLaury

Mike MacLaury

Eileen Malay

The Rev. Timothy Malone

Karl Manheim

Dr. W. T. McDonald

Raymond Louis
McDonough

Isaac McNatt

Evelyn Meade

Melvin & Manny

Barbara Menwala

Anna Merkle

| Christina Small &

Jamie Metzler

| Deborah Milburn
| Mary Kay Ryan Miller

© Allison Moody-Woodin

i Ellen & Jim

Morris-Knower
Roscoe Morrissette
Sue Mosher

i Stephen Mott
. Dean Neuwirth &
~ Roxanne Jensen

Harold Nobler
Frank Nutis
Mary 0'Keeffe
Sister Jeanne 0'Laughlin
Lawrence Julian Paccione
Rosa Parks .
Rabbi Jack P. Paskoff
Jack & Gena Peltz
Pauline & Louis Perlis
Peter Pieiffer
Robert Plonsey
Gigi Pomerantz
Mr. Isidore Pomerantz
William & Tina Prensky
Becky Reid
Charles &
Barbara Rhonder
Fran & Hugh Rogovin
Patsy Roth
Barbara & Doug Scallon
Mr. & Mrs. Earl
Schneider’s 1st
Grandson
Richelle Dawn Schrock
Henry Schwartz
Bradley & Kathy Scott
Steven Robert Sera

. Morris Shapiro

Esther Schooler &

Bill Sheppard

Arnie Sher &
Serena Smith

| Greg Shine &

Sarah Bernstein
Martin Siegel

| Tom Sievers
| Jacob Bontrager Singer

Jan Slavin

Dan Smith

Noah Sneider

Mr. & Mrs. Ingo Soeding

| Geri Sokol

Lorae Boisvert &
John Sople
Michelle Morris Spieker
Harriett W. Strayhorn
Fire Captain Randy Strick
Gerald B. Sullivan
Marlene Tassone
Miss Tierney’s
2003-04 Class
Melanie Trimble
Mr. & Mrs. Richard
Turcotte
Betsy Tyler
Kathleen Vermilyea

| Mark Vermilyea
| Lifeguard Sgt. Jon

S. Vipond
Mr. Larry Warick
Kathy Washburn
Cullen R. Webster
Isabel Weiner

; Dr. I. James Weitzner
| Karen Wells

Margaret M. Wenzel
Paul White

| Mr. James Whitten

John & Jeanie Wilbur
Meg Wilkinson

i Gwen Williams
. Beverly & Peter

Williamsen
Julia & Sarah Williamsen

| Kate Williamson

Leslie Parr Wogan
Jonathan Woolf
Jordan Young
Andrew Zaroulis
Phil Zimmerman &
Marcia Goodman

IN MEMORY OF

Annie Laurie Adams Dr. Joesph Dolin Wilbur D. Howard Virginia Lee Oberlin | Al Schulman
Mary Claire Adams Evelyn Donohue Frances Hurwitz The Rev. Frederick Ohler | Toby Schupack’s Brother
Anita Addison Charles Dowe, Sr. Catherine Isdell Mary Margaret Walter E. Schutt
Elizabeth Agresta Richard Charles Lloyd |. Jackson 0'Laughlin Lauren Schwisow
Bertha G. Aibel & Drake, Sr. Elizabeth Banks Jacobs | Thomas Anthony Roger Seagrist
Irving J. Aibel Joseph Dwork Loretta Franks Johnson 0'Laughlin tha Sha
Jeremy Gold Amor Adrien Tara Egan Sam Jorrie ! Esther Orenstein Aga e
- 2 : Edythe Sherman
Harriett Andorsky David Ettelman John S. Karger Muriel Orfuss : :
Cookie Aronoff Harry Fenson Joni & Howard Kastel J. B. Osborne denesee s'lver‘“_e'"
Mattie Austin Jack Fidler Rosetta Katzman Richard Arthur Ostby Mary Noreen Skillman
Aunt Babe Philip Field Jerry Kearns Martin Ostroff Dorothy Smith
Esther Bankier Olivia Figueredo Richard Kern Marvin Ostroff Mary Lou Gorkin Smith
Rachel & Samuel Bayone | Dorothy S. Filson Lucille Kibbee Mary Twelvie Palmer | Norman Smith
E. Virginia M. Bell Wendy Fisher Leonard Jonah Kluger Robert Paster ' Gerry Smolovitz
Stokes & Frances Bickley | Stephen Freed Mary Kolman Candy Paymar Ruth Soloman
Jerome E. Blair, Jr. James D. Freedman Marie Lantelme Jerry Paymar Sean Sparks
Douglas Block Jack A. Freeman Lynne Lattner Alice Peabody ' Irving Spector
Harold Bodner Gloria McLellan Frye S. R. Leager Thomas Peters Gorben T-Stonotrink
Howard Borden Joe Fulford Nancy Lehr Anna Margaret Petrie £
- it 5 S rna Stullken
Irene Mynhier Botts Miriam Parnes Garfield | Rose Leivenson John P. Phillips Mary Ellen Sudle
Margaret Brooks Susan Garfield | Kathleen Lentz Omer Phoenix , Da'?' P‘ﬂ, O
Kevin M. Brown Elmer B. Garrett ' David Lenz Dr. Jacob Pomerantz avid Tarditf
Sophie Bruni Mr. James B. Gilbert ' Priscilla Lesses Dr. Robert Post & Lynnetta Javine Thomas
Atty. Marshall Burns Henry Gillie l Eugene Lewis | Seymoure Post | Betty J. Thompson
Catharine Watson Cate | Mrs. Elizabeth Alan Lomax | Matt Postleweite | David Thompson
Ruth Chambers . Harden Gilmore Carl Luker | Barbara Potter Mary Morrill Tius
Nicole Chase | David Glass, M.D. & Thomas & | Roena Dennis Preston Mary Toomey
Mrs. Ida Chirico Bertha Goldstein Glass i Miriam Marchand Roger Pritchard Dolores L. Trojan
Amy Cohen Heidi Goetch Neil Marcus' Father Sol Rabkin Lucille Truelove &
Mrs. Berenice Sammy Goldston | Bernard Mars Lynn Edie Ralston Daniel Truelove
Owsley Colbert Anne Gorin | David Marshall Judge Allan Ramsey John D. Upham
Feliciano Philip Colista Mildred Grabiner Alice Mavy Martin Raskin Glenn Van Vactor
Jerry Conroy Lindsey Graham Florence A. May Dorothy Rattner
Joe Cordova Mae Graitzer Karon McCann Judge Seymour Rattner K'frt Voos
Michael Coughlans’ Loel Greene Edgar Allen McCarthy | David Raymond Michael F. Wagner
Mother Audrey Greenwald Joseph McCloskey's Edgar C. Reckard, Jr. | Judge Myron Wahls, Sr.
Ed Coulter Douglas R. Greer Beloved Sister Michael C. Reynolds Ralph Walling
Theresa Crown JoAnn & Steve Margaret “Peg” McFerrin | Bashie Richardson John Walsh
Rodney A. Culbertson Grossman'’s Gail P. McKenney David Rosen Ida Bell Walters
John & Elizabeth Current | Mother-in-Law Clarence & Anita Jim Rosen Anna Warren
Billy Curry Burt Harris McNeal's Mother-in-Law | Mrs. Lee Rosen " John Weiller
Bill Daley | Mary Whorton Harris Robert H. Midgley i The Rosenzweiz Family | |o0q Weinstock, Esq.
Selma Darabaner | Barbara Jones Hartwell Isabel Montgomery | Ben Ross | Madeline B. West
David’s Mother | Dr. Frank E. Heger Terence Moore | Max Rossi | FEre ';Jhu'e
Lad Davis Francis “Frank” Heger Joan Rosenbaum Moos Stanley Rostov | y £ ;
Al DeCicco Harold Hennes Richard J. Morris Richard Rydant Mary tite Wilhiams
Susie Deing Francis Herger Mary Morrissey Adrian W. Salinger, Esq. | D' Leo Wilson
Hal DeWindt Jerry Herman Charles Anthony Mudd Peggy Sanders . Dick Wisch
Tom Dexter Werner Herz Philip Manzara Narita | Sadako Sasaki | Rabbi Alfred Wolfe
Dr. Milton Dillon Liam Hinfey Jeniece Nicolopoulos Rose Schmidtbauer | Charlotte Yarmon
Michael B. Dolan Richard D, House Oscar & Gertrude Nimetz ' Jacob Schonberger, M.D. | Frances Zabin
MAKE A TRIBUTE GIFT
The Center accepts gifts in memory of someone who has died or in honor of a special occasion
such as a birthday, anniversary or graduation. Donors may also give a gift just to say “thank
you.” The Center will send a card to the person honored or the family of the deceased. Complete
this form and mail it with your contribution.
PLEASE PRINT
| am enclosing a special gift in the amount of $
In Memory of
In Honor of
To celebrate his/her/their
SEND ANNOUNCEMENT OF GIFT T0:
Name.
Address City/State/Zip
INDICATE ON ACKNOWLEDGEMENT THAT GIFT IS BEING MADE BY: I
1
| Your name(s) ‘
| Address City/State/Zip ;
l Phone (in case of questions)

r SOUTHERN POVERTY LAW CENTER » P.0. BOX 548 » MONTGOMERY, AL 36101-0548 » (334)956-8200 ;
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Friends of the Center provide
reliable support of vital work

s a Friend of the Center, Vir-
A.ginia Waller understands the
importance of her role in provid-
ing a source of steady, dependable
income to support the Southern
Poverty Law Center’s work for
tolerance and justice.

A retired educa-
tor, Waller has al-
ways been an “ada-
mant civil rights
person.”

Growing up in
Oklahoma, she was

CONTRIBUTED

they still exist, spreading their
poison and fouling up our coun-
try, she said.

It was at this time Waller
learned about the Center. Im-
pressed by its fight against the
same neo-Nazis who were infect-
ing her hometown,
she began support-
ing its work and im-
mediately joined the
Friends of the Cen-
ter, a group of indi-
viduals who pledge

Virginia Waller’s dedication
— combined with that of thou-
sands of other Friends — has also
helped make possible each video
education kit produced by Teach-
ing Tolerance, each informative
issue of the Intelligence Project’s
quarterly Intelligence Report and
each groundbreaking legal victory
for victims of injustice.

“Hate is rampant, and the
Southern Poverty Law Center is
the only hope [ see,” Waller said. “I
don’t see any other group work-

| =i
Rabbi pays visit

appalled to hear to give monthly. ing the way the Center does. And [

people use “the n- Through  her know it has to maintain its budget ::f““":;f’m:;f i::'::sgvf A ;‘;‘;’:{"’3 @:feff'["‘?“ he visited ':"f“"e-EH‘;I
» . . : PR . supported the s since . Hosting his visit was summer intern Emily

worc:l. She remained regular donations, year-round, which is why I give Sakion, s vacait padiits of the Ukzvecstiy of Alabassi

passionate  about  Virginia Waller Waller was able to each month and encourage all

CONTRIBUTED

equality and justice

as she worked as a teacher and
guidance counselor during the
beginnings of integration.

In 1984, Waller and her hus-
band, Howard, moved to Sand-
point, Idaho, a “retirement loca-
tion that spoke to both our souls.”
They enjoyed their new home
there until they learned of the
neo-Nazi Aryan Nations com-
pound only 50 miles away.

“I had hoped by now all those
haters would have died off. But

play a role in fight-
ing the Aryan Nations she so
passionately despised. In 1999,
the Center sued on behalf of
an, Idaho mother and her son
who were chased and shot at by
members of the organization.
The. Center secured a $6.3 mil-
lion judgment against the Aryan
Nations, and the hate group lost
its Idaho compound. The prop-
erty has since been turned into a
peaceful outdoor laboratory for a
local community college.

Center donors to do the same.

“As a stroke patient, aware of
the uncertainty of life, I count my-
self blessed for having discovered,
supported, and claimed member-
ship in the Friends of the Center.
I’'m thankful for the opportunities
to contribute in my small way to
the vital work carried on by the
Center,” Waller said.

Supporters who wish to join
the Friends of the Center can sign
up on the Center’s website: www.
SPLCenter.org/friends/.

Mitary insitute explores Center panrship

Intelligence Project chief investigator Joe Roy (center), at the request of Center donors, visited Patrick Air Force Base in Melbourne, Florida,
on August 17 to explore a possible partnership with its Defense Equal Opportunity Management Institute. He met with Dr. Bill Yates (right),
dean of the Institute, and with R. D. Watts (left), the base commandant. The Institute’s mission is to enhance leadership and readiness in all
five branches of the armed services in relation to equal opportunity, employment opportunity programs and human relations efforts by the
military. About 4,000 students from military installations around the world complete the Institute’s courses each year. “They address an array
of issues, including sexual harassment, sexism, extremism, religious accommodations and anti-Semitism,” Roy said.

Museum includes Center in new exhibit

ASHINGTON, D.c. — The

work of the Center gets
significant recognition in a tem-
porary exhibit at the Internation-
al Spy Museum here, one of the
newest and most popular attrac-
tions in the nation’s capital.

“The Enemy Within: Terror in
America 1776 to Today” provides
a historical perspective on Ameri-
cans terrorized within their own
borders. It depicts how the gov-
ernment and public responded,
illustrating the evolution of U.S.
counterintelligence and home-
land security measures and exam-
ines the challenge of protecting

the nation without compromis-
ing the civil liberties upon which
it was founded.

The new exhibit uses the Mi-
chael Donald case as an example
in its display of “Hate (1865 to
present.” It includes a synopsis of
the murder of the 19-year-old Af-
rican American youth and relates
how the Center successfully sued
the Ku Klux Klan for its role in it.
A photo of Morris Dees and Mi-
chael’s mother, Beulah Mae Don-
ald, standing in front of the house
she was able to buy with proceeds
from damages awarded to her in
the suit, is featured.

The Intelligence Project’s 2003
hate group map is also a part of
the exhibit, which is drawing ca-
pacity crowds at the popular mu-
seum. It is prominently displayed
in the “Extremism (1992 to pres-
ent)” section. And the exhibit’s
concluding component, a short
video addressing “Terrorism 1980
to present,” contains two separate
clips of Morris Dees commenting
on threats today.

The exhibit, which opened in
May, is scheduled to remain in
place through March 2005. There
will also be a traveling version
next year.

he Southern Poverty Law Center pays tribute
to the memory of supporters who included the
Center in their wills and other planned gifts.
The Center gratefully acknowledges the bequests received
from August 1, 2003, through August 31, 2004.
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Teaching Tolerance grant helps students respect differences

EMPSTEAD, N.Y. — With the

help of a grant from Teach-
ing Tolerance, students at Covert
Elementary School here learned
what it is like to have a disability,
and they developed a respect for
those who may walk, talk or act
differently then they do.

Special education teacher Mary
Wood, who designed the project,
teaches general education students
and those with learning disabilities
at Covert. Wood believes that not
enough attention has been brought
to the many abilities of individuals
with disabilities.

“Iwanted to teach our students
about the people behind the dis-
ability;” she said. “I wanted them
to see how their peers with dis-
abilities have so many strengths.”

Wood used the Teaching Tol-
erance grant to purchase books
and videos that focus on disabili-
ties awareness. Throughout the
school year students participated
in community-building lessons
that teach understanding and
tolerance of others through co-
operative learning. During one
lesson, they worked in groups,
drawing large pictures of T-shirts
on which they listed things they
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Patrick DelBello gets some help from a teacher’s assis-
tant as he negotiates a wheelchair obstacle course.

have in common. They also creat-
ed a display for the school’s main
hallway that shows famous people
with disabilities who turned their
challenge into success.

Students were encouraged to
expand their own comfort zones
when dealing with differences and
to become more comfortable in

JENNIFER MARING/ROCKVILLE CENTRE HERALD

interacting with each
other.

“Students will hope-
fully treat others more
kindly and show con-
sideration and passion for one
another,” Wood said.

Students learned about a num-
ber of different disabilities, in-
cluding Down syndrome, cerebral
palsy, dyslexia, arthritis and blind-
ness. In order to experience what
it would be like without some of
their physical abilities, students

Special education teacher Mary Wood helps student Jack Flatley with a
game of charades as she helps her class understand differences.

attempted tasks such as putting
balls into a bucket without us-
ing their hands, buttoning a shirt
wearing socks on their hands and
walking with their eyes closed.
The yearlong project climaxed
with the school’s first Different
Abilities Week. Events during the
week included a program by the
Guide Dog Foundation, work-
shops with the Long Island Chil-
dren’s Museum and an exhibition
by a member of the wheelchair

basketball team.

“I liked it when the men from
the wheelchair basketball team
came,” said Meaghan Gocinski, a
Sth-grader. “I learned that even
though they have a disability, they
could do a lot of things like I can
do.”

Brett Blomquist, a former Co-
vert special education student
who now plays on a sled hockey
team, gave an excellent presenta-
tion on the sport. “Students were
so impressed and thought he was
cool,” Wood said.

“Everybody is unique in a dif-
ferent way,” added Katie Sorto, a
3rd-grader at the school.

School principal Daren Ray-
mar said the project was a success,
and a good fit for the school.

“Our students gained an even
greater appreciation for individuals
with differences,” Raymar said.“Our
school focuses on appreciating all
individuals, as everyone is unique.
The project was a wonderful way to
show students that individuals with
disabilities are shining stars.”

Since its inception, Teach-
ing Tolerance has awarded more
that 900 grants — totaling more
than $900,000 — to educators
nationwide.

Leave a 1egacy
through Partners
for the Future

edicated supporters of the Southern Poverty

Civil Rights Memorial

If you are interested in receiving information

Law Center who include the Center in their
wills or estate plans are our Partners for the Fu-
ture. These special donors have decided to extend
their support beyond their lifetimes and leave a
legacy of tolerance and justice.

Writing a will and including a bequest to the
‘Center allows you to choose where your estate
will go and, in most cases, helps you to reduce
taxes on your estate. Your bequest or planned gift
— regardless of size — is a meaningful way to
honor the Center’s work and assure its future.

about wills, charitable gift annuities or other
planned giving opportunities available at the
Center — with no obligation — please contact
the Center’s planned giving department toll-
free at 1-888-414-7752 or complete and mail
the form below. You can also send an e-mail to
plannedgiving@splcenter.org.
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your will or estate plans, please contact us so we
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as a Partner for the Future.
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O 'm interested in receiving general information about wills and planned giving.
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O wills
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O Retirement Plans
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City/State/Zip
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Mail to: Partners for the Future - Southern Poverty Law Center -

P.0. Box 548 - Montgomery AL 36101-0548
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