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Millions of students ‘mix it

nswering the call to break

down social barriers in their
schools, more than 4 million stu-
dents swapped cafeteria seats on
Nov. 16 for the Center’s third an-
nual Mix It Up at Lunch Day.

The project, a joint initiative of
the Center’s tolerance education
programs and the Study Circles Re-
source Center, challenges students
nationwide to identify and cross the
boundaries that create divisions and
misunderstandings in their schools.

Swapping seats in the cafeteria
— widely viewed as the most seg-
regated area of many schools — is
a first step in building more wel-
coming schools.

“Mix It Up at Lunch Day is an
opportunity for students to reach
across the lines of style and ap-
pearance, the divisions of race
and socioeconomic status, and
meet new people in a safe and
supportive environment,” said
Jennifer Holladay, director of the
Center’s tolerance programs.

This year, many
schools made the day
their own, hosting
unique and energetic
programs to reinforce
the objectives of Mix It
Up at Lunch Day.

In Nashville, Tenn.,
middle school students
at East Literature Mag-
net School enjoyed a jazz
performance during their
Mix It Up lunch. Asa five-
person band strummed
rhythm guitars, key-
boards and bass drums,
students ate, mingled and
met new friends.

“This teaches us
that it's OK to go up to
somebody and just say,
‘Hi, what’s your name?’” said Jer-
emiah, a fifth-grader. “We all need
to try and help each other and
take care of our community.”

At Mark Keppel High School in
Alhambra, Calif, students carried

VALERIE DOWNES

fabric markers on Mix Day and asked
each new person they met to sign
their T-shirts. (See story on page 5.)
And at Farrington High School
in Honolulu, Hawaii, students
held a scavenger hunt, with fel-

Student leaders organized Mix It Up at Honolult’s Farrington High School. The cards they hold
represent the difference ethnicities that make up their school’s diverse student body.

low classmates listed as items to
“find.” A local disc jockey joined
the students, hosting a live remote
show from the high school.

“I was thrilled to witness the
commitment and creativity of

up at lunch

students and teachers across the
country,” said Lecia Brooks, di-
rector of the Mix It Up program.
“Reports from school campuses
validate how important it is for us
to provide resources that encour-
age students and teachers to cross
social boundaries.”

In all, more than 9,000 schools
nationwide participated in this
year’s Mix It Up at Lunch Day, with
hundreds of schools receiving me-
dia coverage in their communities.

For many schools, Mix It Up at
Lunch Day merely marks the kick-
off of ongoing projects aimed at
making lunchrooms, hallways
and classrooms more welcoming
for all students.

“It is gratifying to learn that
many schools are planning to host
additional Mix It Up at Lunch Days
and other activities this school
year, Brooks said. “Participating
in Mix It Up at Lunch Day is a
great first step toward encouraging
more open and accepting schools.”
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The activism of Birmingham students in 1963 can inspire today’s youth.
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New film teaches students
they have power for change

On May 2, 1963, the children
of Birmingham, Ala., flooded
the city’s streets — and the city’s
jaill — to challenge segregation.
With dogs and fire hoses, police
tried to stop them. Yet, in ways
their parents could not, the chil-
dren prevailed, defying the police
intimidation that long had plagued
Birmingham’s black community.
More than 40 years later, this
courageous story will be brought to
life in classrooms across the coun-
try, thanks to an award-winning
documentary from the Southern

Poverty Law Center, in conjunc-
tion with Tell the Truth Pictures.
Beginning in January, Mighty
Times: The Children’s March and
its accompanying teacher’s guide
will be distributed to an estimated
50,000 schools. A longer version
will air on HBO later in 2005.
“The Children’s March is a bea-
con of hope for young people who
see and experience social problems
and feel disempowered,” said Jen-
nifer Holladay, director of the Cen-
ter’s tolerance programs. “Too often
in this country, (continued on page 3)

Hate-music CDs target youth

In September, in an effort to
recruit children, Panzerfaust
Records, a Minnesota-based
white-power record company,
distributed the first of 100,000
hate-music CD samplers.

The record company, allied
with the violent Hammerskin
Nation skinhead group, claims
to have distributed
20,000 samplers with-
in two weeks, and by
November it had be-
gun a second wave of &8
distribution.

According to its
website, Panzerfaust
aims not to just “en-
tertain racist kids”
but to “create them” by giving
away thousands of the 35-cent
CDs. Dubbed “Project School-
yard USA,” the mass distribution
campaign targets white teens, ages
13-19.

To raise awareness about the
campaign, and to make sure un-
suspecting schools would know
what they were dealing with, the
Center’s tolerance education pro-
grams worked with the Intelligence

Panzerfaust’s sampler CD

Project to create a fact sheet about
Panzerfaust Records and Project
Schoolyard USA. The fact sheet
was highlighted in an electronic
news alert and remains available,
as a PDF download, on the Cen-
ter’s Tolerance.org website.

Another Center resource, Re-
sponding to Hate At School, offers

s strategies and concrete

steps for addressing
hate at K-12 schools.

According to its
website, Panzerfaust
designed the CD
with the “most main-
stream appeal,” hop-
ing, in its own words,
to fly under the radar
in schools and communities. The
CD targets white kids sick of what
Panzerfaust calls the “failed social
experiment of multiculturalism”
or of living in “dirty, dangerous
and foreign” neighborhoods.

The guitar-heavy 20-song CD
includes racist, hate-filled lyrics
like these:

Whiskey bottles
Baseball bats

Pickup trucks

And rebel flags

We're going on the town tonight

Hit and run

Let’s have some fun

We've got jigaboos on the run

And they fear the setting sun.
—“Jigrun” by The Bully Boys

Damn the other races
Want to keep my country White.
— “Parasite” by Fortress

Already, the hate-music CDs
have shown up on school cam-
puses in California, Florida and
West Virginia.

“White power music has proven
to be the most effective recruiting
mechanism devised by the radical
right,” said Mark Potok, director
of the Center’s Intelligence Project.
“Time after time, people who have
come out of this movement have
said that this music was, by far, the
single most important factor draw-
ing them into the movement.”

If the CD campaign reaches
your community, visit www.toler-
ance.org for information about
how to respond.
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Finding common ground
is goal of Center supporter
Davina Rubin of Napa, California, who taught middle school English, language

arts and drama for 38 years before her recent retirement, wrote to the Center in
October. She has been a Center donor since 2000.

was not at all surprised by

your front-page story, “Hate

Among Youth Becomes Wide-
spread” in the September issue
of the SPLC Report. This circum-
stance is an expected outcome of
our culture at this time.

We spend so _
much time in this E" :
country trying to
show how dif-
ferent everyone
is. No one is just
human. Everyone
must be labeled
in some way, to
assure that there
is a distinction.
There are Af-
Americans, Italian-Americans,
~and so on. Which means there
is always going to be an “Us”
and a “Them.” Rather than
bnngms PQGPIB together, this
fre: isolates each group
‘hﬁy pointing out differences.

- I 'was brought up by a par-
ent who taught me if you
scratch someone’s skin, they
will still bleed red. If you look
beyond rchgmus rrtual a.rld

Davina Rubin

and a big draw for television
viewers and sponsors. (A while -
back, I remember reading an
article in U. S. News & World
Report that stated that violent
crimes among youth dropped
SIgmﬁcantl}' in 2002, but tele- .-
vision reportlng i
of violent crimes
by youth went up
significantly.)

If we want
to change the
culture, we will
have to change
the messages we
send out. Right
now, the message

isone of difference,
distinction and disassociation
rather than similarity, affinity
and association. The opposite
of affinity is hate, which is
bredbyalackofunderstand L
ing. So, instead of continually
showing youth how different
they are from one another,
we need to take the time to
communicate their likenesses,
their common ground. Your -
Teaching Tolerance magazine
and the Mu; It- Up at Lunch

cxrcumstance, you wﬂl usually
find one fundamental ideal:
that we are all the same, we all
come from the same place.
The more we continue
down a road of demanding
differences, rather than finding
common ground, the more we
will see violence and hatred.
The news and movies exacer-
bate the problem, with violence.
a big seller at the box office,

On behalf of the United States
Attorney’s Office and the Anti-
Terrorism Advisory Counsel for
the Eastern District of Tennes-
see, I want to express our deep-
est appreciation to [Intelligence
Project chief investigator] Joe Roy
for his presentation at our recent
training. His experience, special-
ized knowledge and keen insights
have greatly benefited our efforts
to train our law enforcement of-
ficers and protect the citizens of
our area.

H.M.
Knoxville, Tennessee

I am so impressed with A Time
for Justice and your other resourc-
es. As a social studies teacher I
know there is no “free lunch,” but
today there was — your wonder-
ful curriculum that you offer free
to schools. It was a gift. Thank
you, and please continue to bless
our schools with your enriching
resources.

8.5
Calumet, Michigan

thls end. I used the magazine
for years as a middle school
teacher, and as a mentor, I
passed it on to others, with
lesson ideas and connections
to our literature.

First graders have no trouble
with these concepts. But then,
they haven’t been told yet that
they are different, so they all
play together. Let’s take a mes-
sage from them and pass it on.

I learned about Mix It Up at a
teacher’s convention and have been
doing it ever since. We are a small
community where most of the kids
have grown up together, but social
boundaries still exist in our school.
Mix It Up is a very useful tool to
help cross those boundaries and get
to know someone new. Thanks for
the great idea.

K.P.
Anson, Texas

Thank you for your informa-
tion on the radicals who are taking
over the Sons of Confederate Vet-
erans (SCV). I regret to say that [
must surrender my SCV member-
ship because I can’t be even loosely
associated with these radicals.

JL.
Prattville, Alabama

The Teaching Tolerance ma-
terials are becoming an integral
part of my high school diploma
program. Thank you!

B.K.
Tulare, California

Construction underway

The gutted interior of the Center’s former office space is seen in a view of the back of the
building, where construction of a new Civil Rights Memorial Center (CRMC) is now un-
derway. The CRMC — scheduled to open next fall — will enhance a visitor’s experience
at the Maya Lin-designed Civil Rights Memorial, located in an open plaza at the front of
the building. The two-story vertical steel columns frame a new addition to the structure

that will house the Center’s Wall of Tolerance.

Lawyer’s commitment
honored with award

IRMINGHAM, ALA. — A

lawyer whose work against
the death penalty receives the
Center’s financial support was
recently recognized by a na-
tional legal organization. Bryan
Stevenson, director of the Equal
Justice Initiative of
Alabama, was hon-
ored October 23 for
his  commitment
to justice and the
struggle for equal-
ity. The National
Lawyers Guild,
holding its annual
conference here,
gave him its Law for
the People Award.

The Equal Justice
Initiative (EJI) of
Alabama is a private, nonprofit
organization that provides le-
gal representation to indigent
defendants and prisoners who
have been denied fair and just
treatment in the legal system.

It litigates on behalf of con-
demned prisoners, juvenile of-
fenders, innocent people wrongly
convicted or charged with violent
crimes, poor people denied effec-
tive representation, and others
whose trials are marked by racial
bias or prosecutorial miscon-
duct. EJI works with communi-
ties that have been marginalized
by poverty and discouraged by
unequal treatment.

EJI also prepares

CONTRIBUTED

reports,

Bryan Stevenson

newsletters and manuals to assist
advocates and policymakers in
the critically important work of
reforming the administration of
criminal justice.
Introducing Stevenson to the
400 conference participants was
Center legal direc-
tor Rhonda Brown-
stein. The Center
supports EJI's work
with a substantial
yearly grant.
“Because of his
efforts, six innocent
men have walked
free from Alabama’s
death row and doz-
ens of others have
had their capital
cases and death sen-
tences overturned,” Brownstein
told the crowd.
Stevenson, who also serves as
a clinical law professor at New
York University School of Law, is
considered one of the top public
interest attorneys in the United
States. Among his other awardsare
the MacArthur Foundation’s “Ge-
nius Award,” the ACLU’s National
Medal of Liberty, the Thurgood
Marshall Medal of Justice and the
American Bar Association’s Wis-
dom Ward for Public Service.
Stevenson is a 1985 graduate
of Harvard, with both a master’s
in public policy from the Kennedy
School of Government and a J.D.
from its law school.
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Hate group protests Center
at Civil Rights Memorial

MONTGOMERY, ALA. — About 50 demonstra-
tors, here for a national meeting of the League
of the South, lined up October 21 and 22 in front of
the Civil Rights Memorial to protest the Southern
Poverty Law Center. Its office is directly across the
street from the Memorial. o e

Men, women and children brandished Confederate
and southern state flags and held up signs denounc-
ing the Center and its co-founder Morris Dees. One
man held placards in each hand, one declaring “The
SPLC is a hate group” and the other “Morris Dees is a
scalawag” “Scalawag” is the derogatory term for white
southerners who supported the Reconstruction gov-
ernments after the American Civil War.

A teenaged girl holding a pair of Confederate
flags raced up and down the sidewalk in front of the
Memorial’s solemn black wall. On a street corner,
League supporters placed a pink toilet with jeans-
clad legs protruding from its bowl. An adjacent sign
read, “Flush the SPLC.”

Among the protestors was Michael Tubbs, a for-
mer Green Beret demolitions expert who served time
for conspiracy and stealing military weapons. He is
an avowed Aryan revolutionary who officials say had
drawn up lists targeting newspapers, television sta-
tions and businesses owned by blacks and Jews.

Proaaster-s_bmmlﬁsh a variety of signs castigating the Center for its
exposé of the League of the South’s racist ideology.

exposed the League as increasingly rife with white
supremacists and racist ideology. Since then, the
magazine has continued to report on the neo-
Confederate movement’s growing influence. Its Fall
2004 issue links many Southern politicians to hate
groups like the League and the Council of Conser-

Four years ago, the Center’s Intelligence’ Report

vative Citizens.

League of the South members brought young children to Montgomery to wave Confederate flags in front of the Civil Rights Memorial.

Film teaches students their power for change

(continued from page 1) we talk about
activism and social change as ven-
ues for adults. But the children of
Birmingham brought segregation
to its knees, and today’s young peo-
ple possess that same power — the
powers of resistance, rebellion and
love for humanity.”

The 30-page teacher’s guide
accompanying the film represents
“where we want to take curricu-
lum here at the Center,” said Jeff
Sapp, Center curriculum special-
ist. With activities that utilize mu-
sic, art, civics and social studies,
the teacher’s guide encourages
students to think critically about
the world around them, in a cross-
curricular, participatory way.

“Since the film is about youth
activism, we thought it would be
interesting to focus on sustainabil-

ity;” Sapp said. “What keeps you go-
ing in the face of adversity? What
sustains you from childhood on?”
The Children’s March already
has received critical acclaim, earn-
ing top honors from the Interna-
tional Documentary Association
as the best short film of 2004.
Co-directors Robert Hudson
and Bobby Houston began making
the film almost two years ago. Hud-
son and Houston’s previous col-
laboration with the Center includes
the documentaries A Place at the
Table and Mighty Times: The Legacy
of Rosa Parks, which was nominated
for an Academy Award in 2003.
The Children’s March also rep-
resents the Center’s fourth col-
laboration with HBO. The cable
network aired Mighty Times: The
Legacy of Rosa Parks in 2003;

worked with Tolerance.org on the
2002 film, The Laramie Project;
and co-produced with the Center
a program called Hate.com, fea-
turing Center co-founder Morris
Dees and the Intelligence Project’s
Mark Potok, in 2001.

The classroom version of
the film marks the first time the
Center will offer a documentary
in both DVD and VHS format.
Like all Center classroom materi-
als, The Children’s March and its
teacher’s guide will be provided
to educators at no cost. A sample
from the teacher’s guide appears
in the Spring 2005 issue of Teach-
ing Tolerance magazine.

“The Children’s March reminds
each of us, young and old, that
youth have the power to change
the world,” Holladay said.

Intelligence Briefs

tracking extremist activity

Neo-Confederate named
to state education hoard

COLUMBIA, S.C. — The recent ap-
pointment to the state Board of
Education of a neo-Confederate
leader who once sold anti-Semit-
ic books has caused an uproar
with civil rights groups and edu-
cation officials.

“This should send chills down
the spine of all South Carolin-
ians,” said Mark Potok, director of
the Center’s Intelligence Project.

Ron Wilson, a former com-
‘mander of the Sons of Confeder-
ate Veterans, ran unsuccessfully
for state Senate this year but was
selected to the education panel
by a 4-3 vote of state legislators
from Anderson County’s delega-
tion to replace John Hostetler,
a former high school principal
who is retiring.

Wilson once sold textbooks to
parents who home-school their
children, including the viciously
anti-Semitic Barbarians Inside the
Gates, which touts a discredited
theory that Jews are working to-
ward world domination.

The new post puts Wilson in
the role of approving textbooks,
settling teacher grievances and
working with the education super-
intendent’s office on policy.

When Wilson led the national
Sons of Confederate Veterans from
2002 to 2004, he was accused of
purging more than 300 politically
moderate members. “He led the
attempted takeover of the SCV by
extremists and is a very important
player in the radicalization of that
group,” Potok said.

FBI: Ex-guardsman
planned to kill Jews

KNOXVILLE, TENN. — Twenty-
year-old Ivan Duane Braden, a
discharged National Guard soldier
with neo-Nazi leanings who'd tak-
en to calling himself the “pimpin’
aryan assassin, stuffed his back-
pack on Oct. 12 with large knives
and materials fora homemade gre-
nade, police say. Braden allegedly
left his parents” home here that day
planning to commit murder.

But instead of driving to the lo-
cal National Guard Armory, where
police say Braden had a detailed
plan to take hostages, murder them
and set off explosives, Braden took
himself to an outpatient mental
health facility his family had rec-
ommended. There he told staff that
he had “thoughts of killing people.”

Federal authorities were con-
tacted after a search of Braden’s
home and vehicle turned up addi-
tional bomb-making materials and
weapons, detailed sketches of the
armory, and plans to suicide-bomb
alocal synagogue. The FBI says that
Braden told agents he'd planned
to wear a trench coat stuffed with
explosives and position himself
“as close to children and the rabbi

as possible to cause the greatest
amount of damage possible.”
Braden had neo-Nazi para-
phernalia in his room, including a
swastika flag and videos with such
titles as “Nazi America” and “KKK
History.” In the federal complaint
against Braden, an FBI agent wrote
that Braden had held racist views
since he was a 7th-grader. An FBI
agent later told a reporter that
Braden is the most difficult type of
terrorist to catch because he is not
active in any identifiable group.

Wal-Mart drops
Protocols, leaves
neo-Confederate tomes

BENTONVILLE, ARK. — Wal-Mart
is vigilant about protecting con-
sumers from products it deems
offensive, refusing to sell CDs car-
rying parental warnings. But Wal-
Mart’s standards recently became
an issue when customers and civil
rights groups complained about
its website selling The Protocols of
the Learned Elders of Zion, an in-
famous forgery that describes a
vast Jewish conspiracy to rule the
world. Others sell The Protocols,
but with a disclaimer explaining it
as a vicious anti-Semitic fraud.

WalMart.com is no longer
selling The Protocols, but it is
selling other extremist materials
with eyebrow-raising descrip-
tions. For example, the site de-
scribes an exercise in pro-Con-
federate historical revisionism,
Myths of American Slavery, as
“a sincere attempt to defeat the
spread of misinterpretations that
continue to bedevil race relations
and contaminate America’s po-
litical landscape.”

Unlike other booksellers, Wal-
Mart’s book descriptions are lift-
ed without vetting from materi-
als provided by publishers, some
of which are extremist,

Girl gang attacks
Hispanic teen

NEW YORK — A wolf pack of seven
girls beat and robbed a 13-year-old
girl and taunted her with racial epi-
thets after they followed her onto a
city bus on the Upper West Side on
December 1, authorities said. The
victim, who is Hispanic, was going
to an afternoon tutoring program
when she was accosted by the girls,
all of whom are black, according to
the police.

One of the girls began shout-
ing racial insults as the teen
boarded the bus. The girls also got
on board and all of them allegedly
began yelling ethnic slurs as they
kicked and punched the victim.
Then they stole her school bag
and jewelry. A witness rescued the
victim and called 911. Police ar-
rested all seven girls at the scene.
The victim, who did not know her
attackers, was treated for bruises
and a contusion.




4 SPLC REPORT

DECEMBER 2004

Quilts project helps
students explore
identities, own history

SIERRA MADRE, CALIE. — Third-graders
at Sierra Madre Elementary School
recently created “identity quilts” — a visual
patchwork about themselves — in a special
project that evoked stories
from their past and present,
weaving them into their = |
future. ; -
Motivated by her own 3 %
interest in the many facets S g
of identity, teacher Suzanne
York applied for a Teaching 2
Tolerance grant to offer
her students a special
opportunity to explore their
own identities, past and

connecting who they are to past generations
and what this means for their future,” York said

In order to identify their ethnic and
cultural heritage, students used world
maps, resource books and
personal investigations.
“Students begin to develop
an understanding of history
and culture by exploring their
own ethnic heritage and that
of other cultural groups,” said
York.

During the yearlong
project, students wrote
autobiographies and
poems illustrating their

present. With the funding, i ---, r 2 family history, how they see
York was able to purchase  yiiam Gonzalez, 9, displays ~ themselvesand their hopes for
the necessary fabric, notions g section of her quilt that the future, They shared with
and paint for the project, describes the day she wasborn.  their peers to gain insight and

York guided her students
into an exploration of ideas, influences and
symbols that helped to describe them, what
their daily lives are like, the role they play
as members of various communities and
characteristics and traits that make then
unique. Students then created “maps” to

illustrate these various aspects of their lives.
“The children were really curious about

respect for their similarities
and differences.

The 20 students each produced a 4-foot-
square quilt with nine panels. Each quilt has
pictures illustrating students’ legacies, their
dreams for the world, a self-portrait, family
tree and crest, a story about the day they were
born and what they want to do as adults.

York pointed out that several students

Third-grade teacher Suzanne York (uppet right) used a Teaching Tolerance grant to help students explore their

identities by making quilts,

wrote in their autobiographies about
relatives who lost their lives in attempts to
cross the U.S.-Mexico border.

One student wrote about fighting in
Lebanon and how it prevented his mother
from getting an education.

Denee Davis wrote beneath her self-
portrait, “You are not the boss of me.” Her
classmate wrote, “Girls Rule.”

Another wrote, “I dream of a world
where everybody has money and homes
and healthy food to eat.”

In describing his future aspirations,
Hayden Rettig wrote, “I just want to be a
regular dad and be as confident as I can be”

York was pleased with the level of
involvement of her students. “They
really took ownership of it and were very

excited to connect who they are to past
generations,” she said.

The 4-foot-square quilts were made into
an art exhibit and displayed at the local city
hall where they were seen by hundreds of
visitors. “What the students accomplished
simply takes my breath away, “ one observer
said. “They show their personalities and
make the kids come alive. I have never seen
such an inspired piece of education.”

A member of the local arts commission
added, “The quilts are delightful and their
artwork very accomplished. The personalized
‘I am’ posters truly inspired.”

Since its inception in 1997, the Teaching
Tolerance grants program has awarded 976
grants — totaling $982,000 — to educators
nationwide.

Investigative skills help lawyer
find injustices in care of poor

or seven years, Rebekah

Young dug up news stories as
an associate producer for CNN
and ABC. Now, as a
legal fellow for the
Southern  Poverty
Law Center, she is
using those same
skills to research
potential cases
and have an even
stronger impact on
society.

A graduate of
the University of
California at Davis
School of Law and
a former law clerk for a judge on
the U. S. Court of Appeals for the
9 Circuit, Young is researching
how well states across the country
are living up to their bargain with
the federal government to provide
medical care to poor children.

Currently, all states
receive federal aid to provide
preventative health care services
to children. Not all states,
however, implement those
programs in a meaningful way.

In 1994 the Center filed a
suit similar to the one Young is
investigating. In Harris vs. James,
the Center challenged Alabama’s
failure to provide Medicaid
recipients with medically

Rebekah Young

necessary transportation, as

mandated by federal law. That
suit,

however, focused on a
particular Medicaid
regulation  while
Young’s  research
addresses an entire
Medicaid program.

“Every state
has the Medicaid
program, and every
state does a poor
job of implementing
it,” said Young, the
Center’s newest legal
fellow. “But some are

worse than others.”
Young, who joined the Center

in August, began researching the
Medicaid project as part of the
legal fellows program. She said
the “unbridled freedom” of the
fellowship is “great because it gets
you thinking, and the whole world
is yours to investigate. Wherever
you think there is injustice, you
can go there.”

Expertise helps legal research

Center legal director Rhonda
Brownstein said Young’s experience
in investigative journalism has
been particularly valuable in her
legal research.

“Not only is she a very talented
attorney,” said Brownstein,

“but her background as a news
producer makes her particularly
valuable because so much of what
we do is based on research and
investigation into the area where
we can make a difference in the
lives of the poor and powerless.”

Young, who worked for the
Special Assignment unit of CNN
and investigated waste, fraud and
abuse in the federal government
for World News Tonight on ABC,
ultimately left the field in part
because she couldn’t shake the
feeling that she was an outsider.

“Youre an observer,” said
Young. “I loved the job, but you're
on the outside writing about great
things other people are doing.”

Despite the prestige of
working as an associate producer
for major media, Young felt she
could have a larger impact with a
career in law.

“I'wanted to be doing the things
I was reporting about,” she said,
adding that the long hours and
stress of constantly trying to dig
up new stories ultimately pushed
her out of news — and into law
and work with the Center.

“I wanted to have a direct link
between what I was doing and
change,” said Young. “And that
was exactly the kind of work the
Center was doing.”

Holocaust survivor visits Center

Center president Richard Cohen and Gerda Weissman Klein of Scottsdale, Arizona,
one of the few Polish Jews to survive the Holocaust, examine the Civil Rights Memorial
during her visit to the Center on September 29. Klein's amazing story is the subject of
One Survivor Remembers, a documentary that won the 1995 Academy Award for best
documentary short film. She and her late husband, Kurt, established a foundation that
focuses on promoting positive action for youth.

Center’s website wins design contest

he Center’s website SPLCenter.org will be featured in an online
gallery and in a New York City exhibition after taking a top prize in
the first annual Idealist Nonprofit Design Contest.

The competition, held by Idealist.org and its parent organization,
Action Without Borders, promoted excellence in design in the
nonprofit sector in three categories: Web, print and multimedia. Its
purpose was to acknowledge and reward those designers who moved
beyond limitations to create works that are functional and aesthetically
powerful while also promoting social impact. The Center’s website won
the Gold award in the Web division.

“It’s amazing and humbling to be recognized by Idealist, an
organization that has revolutionized how activists and nonprofits use
the Web,” said Laura Maschal, the Center’s technology producer.

Idealist.org connects more than 40,000 nonprofits and community
organizations in 165 countries. It provides thousands of volunteer
opportunities and offers a highly popular nonprofit career center on
the Web, listing hundreds of jobs and internships.

WALT MANCINI/PASADENA STAR-NEWS
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New legal project will protect
society’s most vulnerable

he Center recently launched one of the boldest

initiatives in its history, the Immigrant Justice
Project (IJP), created to ensure that the rights of
immigrant workers are protected in the southeast-
ern states,

The initiative, which officially be-
gan November 1, will focus on the
rights of a population routinely ex-
ploited and for whom few legal re-
sources are available,

“The project is a natural for the
Center,” said Center legal director
Rhonda Brownstein. “Migrant workers
are the sharecroppers of the 21* centu-
ry. They are the victims of a wide range
of abusive practices and have few legal
resources at their disposal.”

While the IJP falls under the Cen-
ter’s legal arm, it will operate as a sepa-
rate project headed by Mary Bauer. Bauer is the for-
mer legal director of the Virginia Justice Center for
Farm and Immigrant Workers and the former legal
director of the Virginia ACLU.

Mary Bauer

Workers are routinely abused

“Immigrant workers, especially undocumented
workers, are routinely subjected to abuse and ex-
ploitation because of their immigrant status,” said
Bauer, who moved to Montgomery in November..

“Every day, each one of us accepts the benefits of
their labor,” said Bauer. “We should also accept the
simple responsibility to make sure that people are
treated lawfully and fairly”

Prior to the establishment of the IJP, there was
limited legal representation for most immigrants
in the South, even though the abuse of immigrants
is one of the most significant current civil rights
issues.

Those abuses are numerous. In many states,
farm workers are excluded from state health and
safety laws and are not entitled to overtime pay un-
der federal law.

In addition, child labor laws often do not
apply to farmworkers. Children as young as 10
may legally perform farmwork, and many states

exclude farmworker children from compulsory
education laws.

To combat these and other injustices faced by
farmworkers, the IJP will target industries, crops
and areas where abuses are most egregious through
litigation and legislative advocacy to
change some of the most oppressive
laws. The project’s first case against a
major grower, alleging that farmwork-
ers were defrauded of wages, resulted
in a settlement.

In addition, the IJP will wage a cam-
paign of public education to change
the climate in which these abuses are
permitted to flourish. The IJP will
also take on civil rights cases that fight
against government abuse and dis-
crimination.

Nine states targeted

The IJP will serve immigrant workers in nine
states: Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, Kentucky, Loui-
siana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina
and Tennessee.

“The creation of the IJP will change the politi-
cal and social environment for immigrants in the
south,” Bauer said. “Because no other entity is likely
to take on such a politically sensitive and contro-
versial project, the Center is in a position to make
enormous social change and to fill a significant gap
in services.”

Joining Bauer on the staff of the IJP are Kelley
Bruner, Sarah Reynolds and Andrew Turner.

Bruner has been a Center staff attorney for the
past two years and was the lead counsel in the Cen-
ter’s lawsuit against Ranch Rescue, the paramilitary
organization that terrorized and assaulted several
Salvadoran immigrants in 2003.

Reynolds, who recently completed three years of
work in the Peace Corps in Guatemala, joined the
1P as an outreach paralegal in November.

Andrew Turner, a former staff attorney for the
Virginia Justice Center for Farm and Immigrant
Workers and a graduate of the New York University
School of Law, will join the IJP in early 2005.

-

Formerhissidnariés visit Center

Darlene and Howard Goodrich of St. Louis, longtime supporters of the Center’s work,
share a laugh with Morris Dees during a visit on October 11. The two, still actively
involved with church activities, formerly served as missionaries in Africa through the
Disciples of Christ and United Church of Christ.

Curriculum spotlights language

n January, the Center’s Teaching

Tolerance program launches
“The Power of Words,” an online
curriculum that explores common
labels for ethnic groups, women
and sexual minorities.

“Like almost nothing else, our
language captures the multiethnic
temper of our times,” said Jennifer
Holladay, director of the Center’s
tolerance programs. “Through
this curriculum, we encourage
students to examine héw popular
terminology reveals our nation’s
social landscape, indicating who's
powerful, who'’s not, who's valued
more, who's valued less.”

Ten lesson plans provided

“The Power of Words” offers
10 lesson plans for use in high
school language arts and social
studies classrooms. Many of the
activities can be adapted for lower
grades and across subject areas.

Written by educators Janet
Lockhart and Susan Shaw, the

curriculum is based on cultural
anthropologist ~ Phil  Herbst’s
groundbreaking dictionaries, The
Color of Words: An Encyclopaedic
Dictionary of Ethnic Bias in the
United States and Wimmin, Wimps
and Wallflowers: An Encyclopaedic
Dictionary of Gender and Sexual
Orientation Bias in the United States.

““The Power of Words’ represents
a dynamic collaboration that
blended the strengths of Teaching
Tolerance, a leading anthropologist,
a world-renowned publisher and two
exceptional educators;” said Holladay.

Thisis the second collaboration
between Teaching Tolerance
and Lockhart and Shaw, the
authors of the highly popular
“Writing for Change” curriculum,
also available on the Teaching
Tolerance website.

A preview of “The Power of
Words” appears in the Spring
2005 issue of Teaching Tolerance
magazine. To learn more, visit www.
teachingtolerance.org/words.

Teens work to build a better school — and future

LHAMBRA, CALIE. — “We're taught that
we should meet different people, but we

all grew up right here in Monterey Park and
have gone to school with each other since first
grade,” says Cindy Lam.

Cindy Lam, Andrea Teng and Min-Ling
Li are all seniors at Mark Keppel High School
here, where 72 percent of students are Asian
and 22 percent Latino. Only a handful of
white students are at the school, and there are
no more than 10 African-American students.

As white residents in California shift
from majority to minority, some educators
have stopped referring to people of color as
“minorities” Instead they choose a new and
more accurate descriptor: “the world majority.”

If ever this held true, it is in schools like
Mark Keppel. The concern of Min-Ling,
Andrea and Cindy is that they will not be
prepared for a diverse world if they don’t
get outside of their comfort zones.

That is why the three teenagers joined
4 million others across the nation on Nowv.
16, carrying out Mix It Up at Lunch Day at
their school.

According to Giselle Castro, a teacher who
is the school’s Mix It Up adviser, Mark Keppel
has the usual groups that don’t always mingle

MARY KATE DENNY

Mark Keppel High School students took turns signing
each others’ T-shirts on Mix It Up at Lunch Day.

well. “There’re the athletes, the cheerleaders,
the skaters and the Goths,” she says.

But there are added dimensions as a
result of being in the Los Angeles area, one
of the largest and most diverse regions in the
United States and long a port-of-entry for
people around the world. Not everyone grew
up right in Monterey Park and has gone to
school together since first grade like Andrea,
Min-Ling and Cindy.

“The problem here,” says Principal Gary
Gonzalez, “is often that different ethnicities
don’tinteract well. Sure you maybe Chinese,
but do you speak Mandarin or Cantonese?
Sure you might be from Vietnam, but are
you Vietnamese or are you ethnic Chinese
from Vietnam? For some kids here, those
things matter.”

Students, teachers and administrators
all agree that it is language use that most
separates students at Mark Keppel.

One Chicana student says that she is
scared to go over to where the Latino kids
are at during lunch. She is fourth-generation
American and doesn’t speak fluent Spanish.

“Those Latinos yell at me in Spanish, and
I just get scared,” she says.

The names that students call each other
seem to reflect this as well.

A Latino student could be called paisa
which means “same place as me” if they’re
from the same country. If they are a recent
immigrant and are an English learner, the
slang name is less flattering, Chuntz means
“a wild horse” In other words, they’ve not
yet been broken into what it means to be an
American teenager.

The Asian kids talk about the FOBies,

slang for “fresh off the boat,” meaning again
that they are new immigrants.

At Mark Keppel, 32 percent of the students
are limited in English proficiency, and fitting
in is difficult. Those students who have
already assimilated into American culture are
considered “cooler;”according to Andrea, who
admitted that she has heard new immigrants
referred to as “border hoppers.”

The student organizers for Mark Keppel’s
Mix It Up are from Giselle Castro’s conflict
resolution class. They wore white T-shirts and
carried permanent fabric makers with them
Tuesday. Each time they met a new person,
they asked that student to sign their shirt.

The 36 Mix It Up student organizers ended
the day with hundreds of names written all
over their T-shirts. One student had names
up and down his arms, many from students
he’d never spoken to before Tuesday.

One T-shirt message tells the story: “I
never met this person until today.”

Mark Keppel High School is in the midst of
a large construction project, and the physical
school grounds are torn up. That’s why student
leaders decided the school slogan would be
one they learned from cartoon character Bob
the Builder: “Can we fix it? Yes we can!”
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TRIBUTE GIFTS RECEIVED BY THE CENTER FROM SEPTEMBER THROUGH NOVEMBER 2004

Mary Abraham

Barry Abrams

Norman Ackerman

Abe Allen

Ramon & Wanda Allen

Peggy Barrett Alt

Jan Ames

Christopher Angelo
Avera-Koehn

Tony & Eva Baez

Joshua Ryan Bailer

Kathleen Meyers
Barrow

Kit Basom

Mary Bauer

Bonnie Beach &
Pam Liebing

Ruth Beck

Flora Berklein

Austin Bochbot

Joyce & Kent
Braunstein

Robert Brown,
President

Wesley Browning

Elizabeth & Richard
Brownwell

Tiina & Neal Buckaloo

Horace C. Bynum, Sr.

Ann Ellen Chaitovitz

Pamela Cohen

Marvin Colbs

Patricia Colvin

Joe Conn

Mark Conrad &
Joyce Lin-Conrad

Judge John C.
Coughenour

Kathryn Mathias &
Roger Coulter

Bob & Audrey Cowan

Judith Creedy

Hugh Crethar

Susan Crew

Miriam Danu

Soozie & Dan Darrow

Mr. & Mrs. Jerry
Davidson

Morgan Savannah
Davis

Raymond Alan Davis

Philip Verlion de Gruy

Sophie de la Mae

Morris Dees

Daniel DeLaRosa,
Lance Cpl. USMC

Howard Delong

Denny Dicks

Ron & Mary Jane Dolan

Heather Dorst

Rita Dove

Irene & Jared
Drescher

Katherine Hahler &
Michael Duclos

Elana Dunn

Charles Edson

Mary Beth Elliott

Jonathan English

Mr. & Mrs. John Exter

Frances & Pat Federico

Brian Fidali

Al Fields

Rebecca Leigh Fine

Dr. & Mrs. Robert Fitch

Mr. & Mrs. Leonard
Forrest

Mr. & Mrs. Dick Fox
Louis Fox

Hu Yang &
Sheldon Gao

Marc Gary

Henry Gibson

Ted Ginsberg

IN HONOR OF

- Jennifer Jude Backus

& Theodore Franklin
Glockner
Laurie Goldman &
Karen Henley
Marcia Goodman
Muriel Gordon
Tarna Gorman
Robert Gould &
Jennifer Chung
Albert H. Graddis
Steve Shuman &
David Gray
Louise Gregoire-Allen
Marybeth Griffin
Margaret &
Ronald Haagenstad

. Charles & Alice Hall

Larry Hall

i Robin & Carl Hardin

Jo Harding
Barbara & Sam Hays
Paula Rayman &
Richard Herman
Rachel Herman

Regina F. Herzfeld,

PH.D.

- Margaret Hessberg
i D. Anne Hirsch

H

i Andy Huang

 IFS Ninth Grade

English

' Carol Ingall

| Jennifer & Robert
| Isaac Philip Jersey
- John, Reno & Louie
- Lawrence Johnson
- Evan Judson

. David Kates

| Bernice Kaufman

. Jack Kay
{ Myron Kirsch

Gloria Klarfeld-Solin
Anju K. Kulkarni

| Hamer & Charlotte

Lacey

{ Miriam Sigler &

George Lazar
Dorothy Lee

. Leon Lefson
| Aaron Leonard

Ebb Leonard, Jr.
Melinda K. Lewis
Sidney Lezak

Rita Anita Linger
Rod & Sue Lipman
Gabriele Little
Rabbi Robert Loewy
Mona S. Logsdon

| Kolia Lvov
{ Dr. Felix & Mrs. Ana

Fernandez Madrid

. Harold Manekin

- Logan John Martin
| Veronica H. Mason
- Ellen Massey

. Anna Mastrogiulio
Judge Lolis Edward Elie
| Melissa A. Meltzer

Tina McBride

| Jean Miller

Pator Joon Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Seth
Moldoff

| Remy A. Morris
i Joanne & Don Murray

Dean Neuwirth

- Abbey Newberger

Sarah Novatt

| Jasmine Ong

- Claire Oring

.~ Elliott Oring

.~ Katherine Oring
- Mr. & Mrs.

Christopher Pappe

' Bridget Parr

| Hali Paul
Kelly & Zachary Perin
| Mr. & Mrs. Kathy &
Ed Munoz Perou
Matthew Popkin
Nancy Jean Rawitz
Julie Rawson
Kristina Marion
Reeve Redford
Ada Rosen

| Lawrence Rosenbaum,

[ MD.
} Miss Alison
Rosenberg

| Peg Rosenfield

{ Bob Rothstein
Joshua Evan Rutman

i Jamie Saben & Vanita
Reddy

Krishna Saha

Gina Salamone

Ebin Nathan Sandler

Kelsey Schaefer &
Elias Hinckley

Mary Alice Schaff

Henry Scheier

Hank R. Schwab

Alex J. Sherr, Cpl.
USMC & 3D
Battalion, 8th
Marines

Alex J. Sherr, Cpl.
USMC & Ariel

| Jaylynn Sherr

| AlexJ, Sherr, Cpl.

USMC & Unit HQBN,

Truck Co.
Janice Shoob
Stanley Shrodo
Celia Silberberg
. Kenny Silverman
- Linda Kucera &

Lana Sinclair

Martin & Sylvia

Poyaner Smith

Nancy T. Smuck
| Sherry Soskis

David Spanier
| Amy & Ed Sperber's
‘ Grandchild
‘ Bea Stillman

Andrea & Michael
Sunderland

| Mrs. Alexander

- Swapp

- The Tara Circle

- of Yonkers, NY

i Carmelo F. Torricelli

* Nina Hipperson &
Joe Treleaven

Merian Tsevat

Richard Turcotte &
Meredith Spence

Adrian F. Valdivia

Susan Vatnick

Janet Walkden &
Adrienne Williams

Thad & Wendi Ware

Marie Weaver

Jack & Lee Webb

Bruce Whipple

Larry Williams

Mr. & Mrs. John
Williams

John Williamson &
Sue Spaziani

Cindy Wilson

Younker-Koeppel's
Bridal Party

| Bobbie & Mel Zeller
Marcia Goodman &

Phil Zimmerman

Belvia Lackland Scott

Anita Addison
Oscar Allen
Nathan Alpern
Sam Altman
Julia S. Anderson
Angus L. Autrey
Jo-Ann Elizabeth
Avery
Carl Baldwin
Gertrude Weiss
Balogh
Al Barnett
Marion Barnett
William Bartley
Mervin Barton
Patty Baum
Benjamin E.
Beasley Ill
Virginia Bell
Phil Berrigan
John & Mina Billmyer
Edward Norval
Blankenheim
Pearl Bloom
Betty K. Bouril
Hugh Brooks
Benedict Sidney
Broussard
Bart Brown
Joel Brown
Otis Brubaker
Karen Buhrer
Mrs. Bliss B. Bultman
Robert M. Burdick
Sean Carpenter
James Carr
William Holman
Cartwright, Jr.
Margee Chapin
Johnnie Mae
Chappell
Carlton “Chuck”
Clark
Frances V. Coe
Irving Cohan
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MAKE A TRIBUTE GIFT

The Center accepts gifts in memory of someone who has died or in honor of a special occasion
such as a birthday, anniversary or graduation. Donors may also give a gift just to say “thank
you.” The Center will send a card to the person honored or the family of the deceased. Com-
plete this form and mail it with your contribution.

| Edwin Cohen
Ida Cohen

‘ James Cohen

| Ethel Coleman

(. Esta Jacobs Collins

Helen N. Cooper
| Joe & Sally Corwin

| Hardy Winburn Croxton

| Rodney A. Culbertson,

| Esq.

| Mary Cuttitta

| Evelyn Dansky

1 Loretta Daubman

' Anna Myrtle Dees

John L. Delgado

Morris Diamond

James Dombrowski

Frieda Dorfman

Loretta Drew

' Gilbert Drummond

Leslie Edie &
Margie Edie

Judy & Dave Effron

Adrien Tara Egan

Katherine Elder

Bob Erwin

Esther

David Jerome Evans

Wendy Ashley Bell
Fisher

James &
Marjorie Fouts

| Samuel Friedman &

| Michael Schwerner

| George Arthur Fruit

| Miriam Garfield

| Elmer B. Garrett

| Honorable Reynaldo
G. Garza

Eli Glogow

Irene L. Golden &
James A. Golden

Thelma Goldman

Kelly Green

Yale M. Greenberg

——

e

IN MEMORY OF

| Loel Greene

| Edmund M.

| Greenwald

Thelma Gregor

Ann Grunik

Herman J. Halperin

Lois Hanne

Victoria Hansen

Ben Hamnsberger

Edward Harris

Bob Harrison

Ophelia Helm

Eselean Goree
Henderson

Lottie Hirsch

Victor S. Hirsch

Denise Hodes

Wandavie Holley

Timothy Earl
Holmsten

Wilbur D. Howard

Arthur G. Howe

Roberta Humphery

' Vernon lvins

| Alice & Irving Jaffe

| Diane Jasper

Ansell Johnson

Shaun Kandel

Milton Kanner

Lee Michael Kary

Ruth Perimutter
Kates

Sollie M. Kaufman

William Paul Kiernan

Joseph J. King

J. J. Kirschenfeld

| Anita Klein

| Ann Klein

| Yvette Klein

| Milton Koor

| Hannie Korringa

| Karen Ann Krasner

| Bob Lane’s Mother

| Etta V. Leisy

‘ Monroe Lerner

James Lester

| Beverly Jacobs Levine

Harvey Lee Lewis, Sr.

| Norm Lieberman

Jacques Lippetz

Patty Malk

Edward Maltun

Josef Marz

Mildred S. Massel

Anna Sophia
Mathison

Karon McCann

Al McConnell, Jr.

Jerome W. Mendelsohn

Seymour Mendelsohn

Susan Mendelsohn

- Gordon Millar

| Ramsey William Miller |

* Robert Miller

. Shirley Milne
 Lillian Morlee

| Richard J. Morris

Jon H. Myer
Lee Gustafson
Nasman
A. Wallace Nickerson
Annie Ruth Dees
Nottingham
Elvira M. Obeso
Jack Pagen
Cindy Palmer
Ronald F. Peierls
Dennis Perry
Bernie Pochler
Elias Pretter
Geri Rabbitt
Joy Reese
Joseph Rempell

- Michael Richard
. Fletcher Lee Rodgers
| Michael Rose

Roy Ross

Ruth Rubenstein
Jerry & Ceil Samuels
David Schapiro

Perry Schwartz
Dorothy Seibert
Saul A. Shames

| Michael Shangrow

David Shapiro
David Lynne Shaw
Henry Shenker

. Helen Edith

Silverman
Harriet Simon
Aaron Justin Singer

| Mark & Darryl

Singleton
Robert Sinks
Jeanne Skillman

" Kenneth Sterling

Smiley
Kenneth L. Smith
Glenn Speidel
Sarita Stein
Beth Strauss
George Strom

| Lorna Craig Stullken

Nell Forsythe Talbot

Mr. Tamaki

Lula Mary Thompson

Emmett Till

Kay Troxler

Patricia Turner

Ate L. van Leeuwen,
M.D.

i Ned Vargo

All Veterans

Viola Violet

Paolo Vivante

Melanie Walker-Reilley
Clarenda & H. ). Weary
Gary Weinfield

John W, Wimberger

| Edwin Wise

Jay Wyner
Brandon Yanez

Morris Yellin
Joseph S. & Irene F.
Zirman

I am enclosing a special gift in the amount of $

In Memory of

In Honor of

Name

To celebrate his/her/their

SEND ANNOUNCEMENT OF GIFT T0:

Address

Your Name(s)

INDICATE ON ACKNOWLEDGEMENT THAT GIFT IS BEING MADE BY:

City/State/Zip

Address

Phone (in case of questions)

City/State/Zip

SOUTHERN POVERTY LAW CENTER e P.0. BOX 548 « MONTGOMERY, AL 36101-0548 = (334)956-8200
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Gift of real estate offers advantages

With interest rates low
and the real estate mar-
ket booming, many people are
finding that their real estate
holdings are becoming increas-
ingly valuable. Other invest-
ments may be down, but real
estate values are rising,

This has created an unusual
opportunity for using a building,
raw land or even a vacation prop-
erty to fulfill one’s philanthropic
goals. For example, taxable prop-
erty that has appreciated in value
can be donated without incur-
ring tax on the appreciation.
Thus, the value of the gift may be
substantially more than it might
be were the property first sold
and the after-tax proceeds then
given to charity.

If you own appreciated real es-
tate — especially property you no
longer use — you may want to
consider the benefits of using this
asset to make a charitable gift to
the Southern Poverty Law Center.
There are several ways you can pro-
ceed; below are four possibilities.

Give the entire property

Since the Southern Poverty
Law Center is a qualified chari-
table organization, it can sell real
estate gifts without incurring tax
on the appreciation. For exam-
ple, in 1980, Mr. and Mrs. Jones
purchased a piece of land for
$10,000. It was recently appraised
at $50,000. If they sell it, they will

have to pay tax on the appre-
ciation. However, if they give the
deed to the Center, they will be
free of the tax and hassles of sell-
ing the property. In addition, they
will receive a charitable income
tax deduction for the appraised
value of the property.

Give a portion of the property

Many people cannot afford to
give their entire real estate, but
they can give part of it. A good
solution is to give an undivided
interest in the property, for ex-
ample, 50 percent. The Center
then works with the donor to
market and sell the property. Each
party — the donor and the Center
— then receives one-half of the
proceeds from the sale. A bonus
for the donor is that he or she can
use the income tax deduction for
the gift portion to help offset any
taxes due on the other portion.

Give the property and obtain income
Some real estate owners need
additional income. Yet they also
want t6 make a major charitable
gift to the Center. One possibility
is to use real estate to establish a
charitable trust. The trustee will
then sell the property and invest
the proceeds in a balanced portfo-
lio that will provide income to the
donors for as long as they live. Af-
ter they are gone, whatever is left
in the trust will go to the Center.
There are several advantages to

establishing a charitable trust with
real estate. It may be just the thing
if you have appreciated property,
need additional income and want
to help the Center in the process.

Give your house
and continue to live there

Some donors want to make a
major gift to the Center by giving
their homes, However, if they still
need a place to live, they can ar-
range what is called a life estate
gift. This simply means that they
give their residence to the Center,
obtain a charitable income tax de-
duction and retain the right to live
there as long as they want. This
arrangement removes the prop-
erty from their estate and relieves
them or their personal represen-
tatives from having to dispose of
the house later.

Free information

If you would like additional
information on giving real estate
to the Center, we have a free bro-
chure we would be happy to send
you. Also, Linda Stringer, our Di-
rector of Planned Giving, is avail-
able to talk with you confidential-
ly and without obligation. She can
help you understand the various
options, and, if your gift meets
the requirements of the Center’s
Gift Acceptance Policy, assist you
in completing your gift. Please use
the coupon on this page or call
toll free 1-888-414-7752.

Othello
henefits
Center

New York City’s Aguila Theatre chose

the Center as beneficiary of 10 percent

of ticket sales during its production of
Othello last summer. Lloyd Notice (in
both photos) played Othello, and Kathryn
Merry and Anthony Cochrane also had
starring roles. The play raised about
$5,000 for the Center.

Longtime donor visits

Center legal secretary Lynn Tolerson (left) greets donor Virginia Taylor and Taylor’s
cousin, Ed Boyd, on their December 3 visit to the Center. Taylor, a minister who founded
Heart Start Ministries in Detroit, is a Montgomery native who returns home once a year
around Thanksgiving. For the past 20 years, she's included a visit to the Center in her
Montgomery itinerary.

he Southern Poverty Law Center pays tribute
to the memory of supporters who included the
Center in their wills and other planned gifts.
The Center gratefully acknowledges the bequests received
from November 1, 2003, through November 30, 2004.
Norbert Adler Freddy Engelman Stephen E. Mitchell
Nancy E. Allis Paula Eppstein Margaret A.
Bruce J. Batts Muriel Feigelson Newcombe
Martha S. Bean Louis Fink Esther Nighbert
Avery ]. Beer Leo Finkelberg Helen Otley
Edna Beggs Gilbert Fong Margaret E. Perry
Neva Belsey Osmon C. Fox John C. Pierce
Jeremy J. Berge M.D.  Clare E. Freund Jacob Pomerantz
Hazel Berglund Susan Garfield C. C. Popkin
Elizabeth F. John C. Gerber Barbara A. Potter
Berryhill Ed Gersh Page A. Prescott
Frederick G. Leanore Goodenow  Lloyd Dale Provow
Bordwell Pennie Greenfield Luella Rampe
David Bornblum Esther B. Hart Konrad Reisner
Jane S. Buell Eselean Henderson ~ Gary L. Rekow
Lorraine Burtzloff Mary C. Himes Juliet Roby
Elizabeth M. John S. Hubner Bari Rolfe
Campbell Doris M. Hunter William N. Rollins
Sandra Carnesale Jo Ann Jackson Stanley Rontal
Victor D. Case Catherine Jervey Burns W. Roper
William Childs Stanley Johnson John H. Rosenberg
Ralph P. Florence Jonas Marion G. Sanchez
Christenson Butler A. Jones M. Elizabeth Sawyer
Berenice O. Colbert ~ Milton Kalina Hilde S. Schlesinger
Mildred Cooper Louisa S. Kassler Marjorie Schultz
Eleanor G. Corvini Sylvia G. Kerbel Claire Schumacher
Alice Crocker Edna W. Klein Max Shlafrock
Catherine Cutler Mary J. Kohr-Aalto  Sally R. Sheehan
Jane M. David Kooris Sara Sklar
D"Alessandro Freida Kraines Dayle J. Smith
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Nation struggles to remain “indivisible’

by Brian Willoughby

very November for the past

three years, the Southern Pov-
erty Law Center’s tolerance educa-
tion programs have asked students
across America to cross the lunch-
room divide, sit with someone new
and strike up a conversation.

On Nov. 16, millions of stu-
dents at nearly 8,000 schools took
part in Mix It Up at Lunch Day.

But on another Tuesday in No-
vember, we mixed it up in a differ-
ent way. A divided nation went to
the polls to elect a man some see
as a divisive president.

That raises the question: Are
we asking more of our young
people than we adults can mus-
ter? How often, and how well, do
we Mix It Up in our own daily
lives? Did the Red-vs.-Blue battle
of Nov. 2 leave nothing more than
a big purple bruise?

A Bush supporter, imagining a
loss for his candidate, told news-
paper reporters he would have
awoken the day after the election
thinking, “this country does not
understand an honest man when
they see one, does not understand
morals when they see them.”

A Kerry supporter, stunned by
a real loss, did awake that day ask-
ing, “Is this my country?”

Where, then, is their common
ground?

In recent years, the phrase “under
God” from our Pledge of Allegiance
has grabbed headlines.
With the Bush-Kerry
election tallied and
done, “indivisible” is
getting its due.

Are we, to borrow
words from Webster,
“incapable of being
divided, separated or
broken?” If so, why
do so many people
feel just the oppo-
site, struggling for
ways to repair the rifts?

The Christian Science Monitor
refers to it as a “deep values clash.”
The New York Times calls it “a cul-
tural chasm.” And The Washington
Post says we're speaking in “cul-
tural code.”

How, then, do we honor

(George W. Bush’s victory-speech

view of “one country, one Consti-
tution and one future that binds
us?” How do we reconcile Presi-
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dent Bush’s so-called “season of
hope,” from that same victory
speech, with the statistical divides
so evident in his victory?

How do we address the fact
that 67 percent of white Protes-
tants voted Republican, while 74

s percent of all Jews
voted Democrat?

That 58 per-
cent of white voters
voted Republican,
while 88 percent of
black voters voted
for Democrats?

That 63 percent of
those with family in-
comes below $15,000
voted Democratic,
while 63 percent of
those with family incomes above
$200,000 voted Republican?

That gay, lesbian and bisexual
voters went for Democrats 77
percent of the time.

And that 79 percent of those
who said they voted based on “mor-
al values” chose George W. Bush?

Are Jewish, black, poor, gay or
lesbian voters immoral? Do they
lack values? How does one recon-
cile such statistics?

How does America differ for a
black, lesbian Kerry supporter com-
pared with a white, evangelical Bush
supporter? What words or actions
will make that America indivisible?

A time to guestion

We started Mix It Up At Lunch
Day in 2002 with segregation in
mind. The school cafeteria is one
of the most self-segregating spots
on our cultural landscape.

If we can ask our young people to
cross those divides, why not the na-
tion’s adults? How often do we adults
sit with someone new, someone dif-
ferent from ourselves, and engage
them in serious conversation?

When we launched Mix It Up,
we offered students ice-breaker
questions to pose to their new
tablemates. Maybe now adults need
questions designed to begin to un-
derstand our fellow Americans.

The exercise is not asking
and then waiting for your turn
to answer; the exercise is asking,
then truly listening, hearing the
humanity, thought and emotion
behind whatever answer you hear,
even if — perhaps especially if
— you disagree,

Ask, and listen:

* What are your moral values?
How are they different from
those who vote differently than
you? How are they the same? .
How have your moral values
changed over the years?

+ White Americans voted at a higher

rate then their overall representa-

tion in the recent election — 77

percent of the electorate compared

with 69 percent of the populace.

Hispanic Americans were just the

opposite, 6 percent of the elector-

ate vs. more than 12 percent of the
populace. Why do you think that
is? And what does it mean?

Tomorrow, you wake up some-

thing you're: not: rich vs. poor,

nonwhite vs. white, one faith vs.
another, female vs. male, straight
vs. lesbian or gay. Does your vote
change? Why or why not?
Too daunting to ask someone
else? Then start by asking yourself.
See what your own answers
reveal, and how that might guide
you to start the conversation with
someone who shares your nation
but not your views.

Brian Willoughby is managing editor

of the Center’s tolerance publications.
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Douglas Robinson Greer (1916-2004)

ouglas Robinson Greer,

legendary civil rights at-
torney and ardent supporter of
the Southern Poverty Law Cen-
ter since 1983, died at age 88 on
July 15, 2004.

Born in Los Angeles, Cali-
fornia, Greer served wnh the
U.S. Army at the
Tuskegee Institute
for two years. He
then attended the
University of Cali-
fornia at Berke-
ley. He continued
his studies at the
University of San
Francisco School %
of Law in order to
fight the unmnployment and
housing discrimination  that
.wasp'-‘." ent for minorities in
ﬂuz 19405 and 1950s.

cases, he was successful in
breaking down the barriers of
discrimination and ridding his
community of unfair treatment
of minorities.

One of Greer’smost memora-
ble cases involved a black couple
prevented from buying a house
in  Sacramento.
Greer filed a mali-
clous interference
lawsuit on the ba-
sis of race, the first
Suéh suit ever filed

Greer was also
actwe in hls com-
as pmdent of ;
the Sacramento hrauch of the
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