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Women sue troopers for bias

i'

.1
!

male IppUcanlS, n who do 001 meet
dle 1landards Ill been employ.:d U
,Ule uOOptn. In • rOfllt of man than
600 ptrlOfll. 110_., tilt,. 11 llOI I
lingle female IroOptr.

Acc:ordirlg 10 III Inlerna!lollal AI
IOCiatlon or Orief, or Po1lot repan 10
....d in mid·I973, Ie'mI 1U1eS had
womrn actiYl! U IUIe troope:l1 pa.
lroIirll !he hJahWlyL They we... AJi.
lOfII, four; T........... , DDt;~,
DDt: Marylllod, three: MidIipn, !hoe;
Nt.. Yorl<.. four; and ~1lIUYt<m1a,24.

Since then. IOrnt of !he tUleillue
tddtd olhtr ll00pers, Illd Womtll hi....
been~ ill A<bnaI, Califoma IDII
Nt.. knt)'. Nonb Carotina iI dao ill·
wohed Ia 1itip1Ql -l::iDr& 10 for... It.
hirinI of W'OIllttI troopt'rs.

11w ..x dilaiminllioa IUiI iI IKfI
!he Uw Center', fin! 10....1 ......
the Alabarm tU'e !fOOPrf1.. !II 1972.
lbt Cente, _ .. order from I ftdtnl

CXIUf1 jlldfl here ........... the AIabamo
Dtpa<trDtllt of Public Safety 10 1Iin: ....
bbd: for n<tf'J whitt UIIIiI ill ..llf
~ f_ ..... 2S per omt bbet, lilt
blKk ptrUtIlaF of A1aIwrra'......
popuIalQl. 11 _ lbt tint: time .,cific
popuIIoo. laU -... uad ill onSarinc
I .....1IlIDnIUII1lI"DCY 10 daepepllf•

Bfenda
Mieth

be.._ sdI • job _ 100 clanp:fOUI

(Of ..orntIl 10 '-die.
When Ra..lu- paduattd I ye..

110. she pb.nntd to work In he. field
or 1Ndy, com:cdoaal pl)'dloIoo, Ind
applicd 10 become • 'UII DDrf'tCtlonaI
COIJI\ll'lor. On he, appllcation, Ibt
'llud be. heipll U S"2" IIId her wt1&Ill
• 110 poundl.

lIer Uptr\erICC in he, cIloxn field
wallmprelli..... $be had been ..loeted 10
partiCipaU In I optaal P'osrlm apon.
IOrW by the Uni.... nlly', ~Ional
psycholOJY dopaflmtnl under..nlcllll\.e
did re....e11 In conecUOIII and helped
edh • corncUono joI.ImaI. She a110
"Orked In the TUICIlooA PoUOI De·
pall ..... nt" ju nIIt diYilion where she
lUIl'ted In In t!&allon ...d plllIoI.

Afle' JUbmillin& lht application,
lIle recehoed I ~Io;ard f,om the All'
bama hraonroet Ilovd indlcalln. Ihe
wa, lIl1-.:etpl.ble he...... of"", -iIl",
WIlen she ailed fOf • fuU ...planation,
Ra..1iruon ...... lold Iht !:lad b«n reo
jected beca... lhe did DOl 1Me1 the
minimum _ialn requiremenl' fo. law
tafoolltmenl officen ntabl1llhed 1IIllIe,
A1abllftla IIw.

In Nowernbt. 1974, RlwllNon med
• compWnl dIarJinI .... r1iIcrin'Ulltion
.nih !he Eqlfll Empkrymml Op
porIunllY Commilltion. bul there lID
betn no .alorr bUrr by WI "I£!'CY.

A1abame law requlm WI aU
appliaoll (or 1tw tlIforOlmer:r1
off~. _ polioctoman. dopul)' Ihtriff, do·
p.ll)' COlI1UbIt, illite If~r .,d.priaoII
.....d _ muor: be no ... t.h.aII S"2~ and
DO lfODf'C t.h.aII 6']0" .. bri&hl, and
-iF DO !nI thaD 120 poundo and DO
nlOf't than 300. Stale ~. appli·
..... 11 __I ...... _ ratricthe

IlIllclanb; "1llbtioDl "I ............'"
he;P1 llIld wripl n:quin:me'f1 or 5'9-
...t 160 pDIIrldo.. •

l1lovth the -.pI ODd .apt .....
...... II<t ....laItly .-d 10 Rjee:t f~

•••
poundl. A. Illih ICIlooI IJ'IdUlU, she IlII
maintained III A I..... in her 7S col·
Iete houn low..d I dtl'et in la.w en·
forotmtnl.

She applied 10 be III Allblmllllle
1,00pt. in Oclober, IIId ..... r~led be·
...... she di<ln'1 meel lhe I bU-puund
wel&hl rfljuim"enl for lrooptn.

On I'io¥ember 3, Mitth .... I..ith E.
C. Dcrtlwd, director of the rille', De.
putmrnt of Public Safety, ..ho loid he,
Iht could _ he I 1rOOpt' btca_ she
...., l>Cilbr:f wei&hl nor btiPl require·
....nts. FU(lherrnore, DoIlwd JaicI, he
did nOl ......1_n palJ"OtiJl& !he roadI

Kim
Rawlinson

Center
•anniversary

Poverty Law
observes

nc .......... of tIliI; .... ye. -u lio! fila ......to_, of dot
S-tIltn r-tr ~.. cw..-'. f-.-.. .. ..-.pitioa ol1lro ..........
tM "-ty ..... Itqoort ..~ ..... """-1,~.
tItir ..., ftldl ....... 1M ee.tcr., _ ~I. 4r h_
... _ ot ib 1ipiIIcaaI cwrat 1tI....._ta..

1ol0NTG0MERY, All, - Ilm"b
Miclh, .....blt 10 IIncI I job hefe, lias
beell f_d 10 n:lum 10 Vtrsinia 10
U..... wilh he. (amily.

Kim Rf,wliruon, I 22·yUl-oid
.....otu.o'" of the Uat.....nlry of Allbama,
lhatnpoot lllir II I IoaJ unlIo.. twr.
lIylin.. Wool.

Both womeo IOUIhI job, u tlile
Ia... enfOtcemenl officrl1 _ Mioth II III
Allbama IIlle lroopt. IIId Rawlinson
U I correclional __ lor, Both wen:

n:;'ctod becalllt lhty were worneo,
a1llloush the offldll uplln:lllon wu
!hei. failu", 10 mtel minimum heishl
IIId ..etllll requlromenll.

TIuoush So~them 1'cM,ly Law
Cr:nter IllOmoy" the: lWO wu.....n Iu....
fIltd lUll in f«leral court thallonIinJ

. A.labama', ,uuaUy dlIcrimlnllo<y
lllrin, pollcl.. in Ia.... en(orce..... nt. II
eopec:lalty clift lhoee IIItd by lht
DepArlmelll of Public Safety In e....
ployin& 11110 lruopcn, ..d dolllllldilhe
aU·malt Il'OOpt' fOfOl be made II Itlll
4S ptr OInl f.maIt.

11w dial ""lion IUil abo ... lhe
noun 10 decI&n: IfllCOllJlilUtlonaiI ,lIle
......hkh "II miIIimu'" hei&bl ..d
wti&lll .....dardl fOf law mfOfOlmr",
t..,po,.._..I.

Mitth, 28, ill 5'6- and --wu US
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Pregnant women seek benefits
I

FTC alters holder-in-due-course

CHARJ..OTTE. S.c.-A ,taltWick
daIS~~I heft -u pubK ...
IiJtaIlot bflldiu for aD ~I IIf'Pli
gnU ...1>0 would othcrwix qualify if
their ~n ..... f1! tbud)' bolli,

• Cunently. North ClIrol!na dmiu
preplant womrn .....If.,. pay""'''" 1OIt·
1)' becIollW of the retal ,U'1lI of tlld.
dDld,ftI. If Ihe Sill. dtoIe 10 pay_dy
prqIWIl motbuI 1lpOII diapaIiI oj

prqnucy. lhc US. Dtpanmtlll of
Health. EdIOCl.Doa ond weir..., would
contribute ill "'~. as is d... ia 19
omn SllIn.

11lc lull was flied In f.deral court
he'" by Illomry, with the upl Aid
Society of Meckltn~•• County, with
aalttanoe from tIM: $outhcru Po... rty
Uw (ellle" A \hrfti.... ~'I IIaI
bec:a .I\~ to bur ••p"nmll INI
Pf"'IIWlI ...omeo are dcnoed tbetr o;:0o:I.

5tlluUoa.al "'1 10~ pml«tiool \Ill
dr. lht ptaml sy"ttm.

U1ldo. North <:a/olin, ",pdltons, II
woman may not even apply for .....Ir...
bendiu lhfDlllh iIw AId to Flmlliel
with Dfpmdenl OWdrtn (AFDC) pro
cram u.ntillf~, "" ~by is bani. Old;·
aarily, .. apptic:ltioa takn f,om 4S 10
60 days to be p~d. 10 thaI pna
_t mothers are depriftd of fINnciaI
allillIIIlCC not oooIy tluoual> tbrir ..,Ii,..
11ftpane;)'. bul also durin. thc lint two
months or rnod>c~-thc motl eri·

lic:aI times for fonRlDorl of II hulthy......
Moll ..._" afl«lCd by th£ cur·

renl .I-up l>1! blld;. and III_ys In
1M lUll plan 10 p,~ thaI No.th C.ro.
lin.', fall"re to pay bt""fllllO prep"'!
mothrf1 is II <!i,.". ","ull of rochl dJI·
crimlllliion. In uaminin& 30 yUrI of
wlfl'" departmtlll 1\"OOr1Is, lltomcyl
f<lUlOd .....y ~fel'tnl:lel 10 ~lbe prob.
bIrm~ of curbilt& blll* ille&ilimlC)' Illd
10 dw Ilftd foo illm_d wtiliurion of
AFtx: ",cipinlS.

AI "","nlly .. 19'68. 1 welfue de·
parlmmtll mtlllO ",romrlll!nded lhll
any female welfl'" ","';pienl who h..
borne In i1kgltlmue dilld be pi....·

"'ASHI~S. D. C. _ A ""'
fIIle ... !lidl dimUllln the holdor,....otI""·
COIIlIe prinaplt. I oed'i syllem datlna
10 lhe brrth of llIe nltlon. 10'11 ",ce-nlly
announ~d by lhe federal Trade eo....
miss>on. It il aimtd If pro'.elln& con
lUmen apinII oedilon ..ho try 10
colI«l 0111 <kfe.tiw pmdutl Of IbocIcIy
wollunanship.

The new l"IIIlaIIoa, adwduled fOf
impIetnenlatioa 011 w.y I". will tnUe
credllOl'l jIW II~ for I ......
10roe,', IIIisfIction 'WIth IOflCls or ..,.
>ices II Ibe oriIinalll:lIe,.

ailed fOf fO\'fticlOOD if IIhl: _ lIRIble
10 praolll wnlleft e"*- ffOllll pby•
aa.r WI IIhl: bacl beea filled 'WIth all

Inlf~uterillo: COIlll'lOtJltM deYloe. ThaI
..me rllI!lllO ... a1kd for lulOTnlltl·
ClJIy CUllin. off recipienll who we",
foulld with I bloocl llrohol of 0.1 p"r
cenl.OI found Iivln. with I man.

The offidll netkC'l of poor """""
ell" Jlf"IIllW bulth b.u IIIcI .. ol:rviouf
Iff~ 011 Nonh Caro!iu'1 bII1ll rite.
Blxb the", ...rm 000: of tlw hiP£ll
iIIf.,1 Illd rnIlIher r:nc.ulity rita ill the
1JIIited Stlln.

The 11""""1 _ fikd in IUy 19'74,
and ... originllly ,uo::ndulln forcln.
the Illte to p,ovid. welf.", bendiu

Soulhl'm Pooerty~.. CelllOf II·
I_y, UUft yean • lried 10 Ie

oomplisll the ebl11lJ\lOOn of bolde,-m.
dtrC<OIIn. through r.delll oour! reo
medy. bUI were W1sucoeafu1. In Ihll
ClIl:. I group of poor bLaek Euflull.
Ala .• Immr:owne" were vict.imized by I
dilhoroetl conlractor who .:lid Illrir
mClrlplel 10 I F\onI:b mona:. banke/.
The impow~ familiel' holrnea we",
aubJ"CIed 10 foredoswe ""'""" the
uoolced bllill1ulr& ....lrldor .,ppe<!
IOwD withoul a>mpIoI"'l the wott he
IIIcI _Ira<;ted to do. The bolde.·In·

to P"'&IIll"1 -.... Iiooww', III I c:IlIe
IimiIu 10 this _. the U.s. Supre_
Court ru.kd,. ttw the II!'Tlll "depnlditnl
dtild~ in the Social Seeu.rity Ad tIMI nOI
Indude W1bom chIldrm. and the"'fon: •
liitel wer. not ",qul",d by It'lut. to
ply mothen with wtllom chUds.n.
ellin. thll cue. the U.s. Foulth On:u11
CoUll of App"ab tlm:w OIlt the pbiD
tlffl ori&inal *'ory and "'lI\IIldeil the
cue 10 the district court ~I foo .....
1ioSenltK:. of ill equIlpr~dIimI.

Tho SlIpre_ Court tliclllOl tvk WI
the ~Iution.ll iIIun in~ In
denyinJ we!flle to prqlIIRl motbuI,
and this IUIt lTIIy be the nnt 10 tnl

"m.

due""""" law abloohtd the banker of
rapomlibi.lity for the lkfeC1JOW, wort.

Imld "1UiIrnI of the FTC laid
the new rille wiD nOI OO¥t:r all ",11
eltlle lrlnllellonl. but Ihould IPPIy to
homo: imprO'O'emellll_ Mit win apply 10
home imprO'o'tmtllu, IUdt II ""' roof·
iIII 01 1Iidin., but llOI to bllildinl 1 new
hoIIIl: Of • wllok """ ..... 011 I bo_.~

he aid.
WiIliamI taid he ..... ·todirled 10

..y~. 1I1uoOOn lin the Eufaula .... II
_red In the ""'"' fIIle, "'but lbat', I..,~

Suit hits involuntary commitment

Mental hospital is boys' home

The P....eny La_ Rqor1 .. publWoerl b!._tWr br tM SoulhMI
hOfllr La_ Ceal_. 1001 S. Hd St~ M_~.Alabama 36101.

J.... S

'""'
I+nidcrt~ Cotutt:iJ

l.uciooa AJrwnoa f .......~ Kamer
Anthony G. Amalerd.un Jolin Le....

HocIdIin. Carl.t III 0IIries MOfII'l
Morri:I S. 0-

J-.. J. lnia. J,. .......y Weaver
lApl DI1«ItJt' &Ii/or

MACON. Ga. - Nobo<Iy WIIIled
....n.yelr-old J. L and J.R. In 1970.
and they were oent 10 Ii... in I menlll
hoIpilll.

Flo" yean Iller. the twO boyI. now
both 12. an ItiII in Celllnl sate Job.
piw. and- PI 'w-Ued federal own
jul1aIe l1)'li1 three1udF .....1 will be ap
poinled to nrk 011 till: CODSIi~1J
of a 1111..... which~ childraI to
be oommilled to menw inIIillllionl
withoull heorin•.

GeO,gll Lep! Serri""t and

Volume 4 Number I

Soulbem .......ny Law Cenler IIIOml:)'I
hlYI ftled I wJl'aplnll ,tile offit:Wa,
oo'llendln. the lilt. jll~nile oommll·
menl Law b ""conll.llulional.

U. S. Dillricl Court Jud.. Wilburn
Owau, Ji....ho h.a been IIIlped to
\be ClK. hal pe..,...ny iDlpeCk<l ee....
1nI sate HoIpIlII1 II Willtdee>iDr.
boIne of !be lWO dlildJm. btll Aid he
00IIkl DOl otrkr m.u- "'llIOO'Il bcca....
the", it DO pIaco 10 amd them.

I. L pollt1ICd nonnaJ inl.tupna:
...hen his adoptiYl mow, and Ite!>"

JanUll)' 1976

flther commIlted biro In 1970. J. R..
poaelll:d IIl&hlly below nonnaJ iIllel.
1Jaence when his "'pi JIIIrdlan. tho
SI.pkOl Cowlly Departmenl of flmlly
and Chiklll'n SeIVioel amt bim to Cen.
tral Sute .ne. be _ Il';rc:ted by IiJt
foote. homeIlO tRIU _ for I .......
fl'lOm1 cbild.

Neithe. cbild .... mmllily iD wbm
he _ COlIlIlIilled. but the", _ 110

he..... or Illy ot.he, 1I1""IlIIId takm 10
dcterrrtino if oommilment .... neoet-...

"0·
Ex""pl for 1l:~ra1 dlyl of "fill'

10....." both chJl<Ill'n ha... been helcl
apinll thei' will ill tile lilt. hospilal.
and they ba bcm foo<ed to Iloe with
p1tienrs bdtmor it often iii-
am and fri&JllnURs. the~ daimI.

0...1 tht )'O'aB. 1L and J.R.. ha...'*'" JUbjr:C'led 10 up"rimentlll dros
therapy ..1\idI b.u Ilnady bad otioelle
physical and paycholoslcal effecll on
their de... lopment. Both hoy,' 10, haYl
OOIIIistently declined since theil 00....
mitmo:nl.

AI I /UItJI1 federal _" he...... 1
Cenlnl sat. Hoapilll P'YcDoIocist
IeSl.ifJed rblt J. L bad come from I
"'trau 1ic family ~.~ 1br
dLiJd byperlC'li'tt and ............
an<I '1Ii:s K:hoot and hit pa"'nrs coukl
IIOt handle llim - no ..,. wanted llim.~
lho PIY<:hoIoIII' ald.

Afte. oommillin. lhc:iI aon In 1970,
J. L 'I pllent, in April 197" ",lin·
qui:llv<l thel' pamllal ....rs 10 Central
Sute.

I R_ ...... panlilnlhip .......

AImed by Ibe Stepbmlr County wlflll
-.ency wben I youth cou.1 found him
to be nelleeted, "'11 1l:1I1 to Central
Sllle Ifle, dlapIa.YIn& ",otIle... IUdt II
"'bed wetlinJ, tempe' I.lllW!rll.lpillinl;
11101 bead bInciII&.~ the JlIYchoIoPR
Al4.
J~ Qwmo; .temrpted the Iftti.

tllOIIy to _I rblt t'- wre obo
tympl.... of """""' dLiJdrrn.

Unde. Cecqia law. I parenl Of
IIIIrdiIn may "voIunwily.' COmmil •
child unclel .. 18 to a IUle menlal
health fad~ly Il'lIId1e. of the dilld'l
OfII'O'Jitioa 10 admillioll. The", it 110

ptO"iIiOa ill tlw Ia.. for • bum. prior
to ldmISIioo 10 dete...... lf IUd! K110a
it fIl:CaIIfY or~.Nor it theIl'
~YOllf 10 JXIIUd Ibt: jtnrenik't ja
l.rntS in the ..........tmmt prooed.....

011"" oornrmlted to lillie hospilal.
the'" is 110 1110'. "'III"tlou Of policy
wllidl p,ovidn fOi periodk: r.view of I
chl1d, and, ...hell' appropNle. place·
Illl'nt in I Ie. drink: en';'ooment.

AItClme)'l foo J. L mel J. R. be·
IIew IUCb I 1110' wioIaln the ItIIe prooetl

puar>teecl. by the \ ..th Ammdmml of
!be U. S. C_itutK:..

They hroe asked the fe<kral _II
In Macon 10 ..... an lDj.-lion wIIidI
would p",..nl ,Ule ofrJdall f'om .......
tho exiltlnJ Ceorp. Ju...nilc: oommit·
melll 1110'. and lnsteld.lnsul. WI each
chl1d cortIi<Iered for oornm.Ilment be
Ii""'" the riJltl to I bat!nI;, I 1I"')'tT.
.... 10 preIl:lIt t'ridaIoe OA biI Of he.
bdAIf.
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Women in jail,
the plight of
the forgotten

'A thousand Joanne Littles across the South'

-

BVPATSYSlJotS

DIy .fte. dIy. Ihry .;, tht~. dan·
..... from thea bllllks IiU molI'Ikeyl ill,
<:11I"". Sl.lOll& Dd IWe<l '1. Hal"" and
hatfd. lotanlpubtilll and IlWIqlIl\aled.
Bar1elill& -=)1 rot' IOd.u. P\aylIIc. and
1osrI1I.- 1l"IOrt ...... oflObtW.

Nobody blows how ll\IIl)' Ihm
.... Nobody _~ 10 t;art'. One .........
M~. Two theN', Suny. """"Y.' hun·
dred Of ... IN)'w. <:nmmtd IntO the
blJl"" CIty jaib.

NamtlnI nlllllbt'". NlIn'Ibt'n too
..... to ..,........ FOfIOlltG _n In
Southt'll jails. FOfIOt'N...... they
~ JOIIlne Ullin.

"1'1'le.., ..e.~ an Atlanta Illomey
atitnala, -. lhou5and J_nt Unlet; III
OWl tht South. In the Nna1Il;OWlly jaiII.
What hlpptntd In Nonh C..olinI is ty_
pical.- Anolhe. suortle)', from M~
lippi. Slyl that ItxUlll abUlll' of female
offendclll ..-common practiOl'.-

Drmnc th~ the So,"ll. IlOp
pinJ II 20 ).Iih and ta1l<hllto womeQ
'01110 Mft openl lime In onolM. 60 ot

more of l.ht1r pbcn, the ClOrnrntJlII be·
COme IfIOft real than ouaeraltd. One
.eatilea u.al !hey ... lht.., the JOUI....
Unl.. of (o",,,now. That the South It
ripe fo. mon MId! inddc"If.Thf,t many
of III jailt III no '"' the hell bole., the
resposltooo of human rulIery, than
they ~'" repuled to be in !he put.

In my Intc""""", wilh mol. lhan
SO womm wmn, U"'" In Southern
jail. or W<lfk ••Jeue PfOIrllN. Inm.tel
.f.c, mINt. repelle4 Yil'lually the Arne
storin of ..hal happened 10 them, Or to
tho woman In tho noxt <;ell. Tho OIal IIOX

tJuout;b the ban, the COIIIIlanllnttlllllon
of male lruslln ..110 1Ii1tle. in lind Oul
of lhe ..omen'. <;elb III unrettrkled III
tho "'III and IOIIdln. The threill. of
Myou do, Of e*,w

Their ttorln II"' Ncked. by nwner·
ow. 1I1100000II, COIrection offi<;ers. lind
Inr «IfO<<;emenl "Fnlo, ..ho tell Jtill
more Rori.. of jailen boIIItin& 10
friencb: aboul MpHt1n&..mew from fe"* pn.::.nen., of lUlu flied and
dropped apinu IIwriffs IIIld depul.....;_
cua<l of rape, of mea bn"I~
Winfonnal

M
<;I)njupl wlriu in "'".'" fo<

lel.q the jailer Ill.... inten:w,. with
the WIfe or prl friend.

The Jlories .. on and 001,10 muc:b.
10 !hilI !a9""siblo peopIo lin!~

10 beline them. people like U.s. AI'
10I'll)' III DeMe..I. who feels .x.... II'

hrry SimI, CWP'm1iJ' • frre 1Mno.
Ita /NIm • IYJIO'Irr for IIw s-. F....
"'"'~,l/w~0rIt-J S",~
1_ Md die /flu.fdpIW '1ttI.u-. R~
~ forIM~. "'"'" willk.-.
d»detJ .. tIw rtar iI:lI.ot of IItt /'Iar<rny
t.- RqIon. _ {tuIthd 6'}' IItt hI...... ,..-.ttwRe-.:lr I'ro;«t ofdw
hdano Repo-f CouitdI if A,"1ll.

bua of females ia jajIs occur. ""not: ill·
f~lly.w md ....... mort thrt 1M
oompIatau IbI off"," in WonlfClmtry,
AlII. 'eooiws..
Im~~u II the pmoll 10",,1

btou&hl aboul iIqtoly by &w Yorlr.'.
AIIkI pn.oa lIf"'IiDIand an infIlU. of
,dou..ay rd""",1I1IIldt'd 1lOmrrUSion·
tl"l _ ha"" sunply _ IHen pbI;e ..

jIils. Thty haw r«t'iwd ","IIv, 11·
Itol... DW~.And wbtrt: 1epl Ie'

fonn bills III"" bem~ III In

Sonh Caroiina. GtOlJil and Tuu 
l;OD<Iiuons _ lillie or no bellel Ihan
befon•

Thl're _ lmles., 100. 'III'ltot1l ewll the
_ -.sed prisoa ,dorms OQ/y add 10
the pill' probkms.. A cut: ia pcinl it lilt
,_I courl onk. by I..... federal CIIW1

joo,u bums fullbel admit:Aonl 10AbIwna·. prisom oolil the -mlolo,
Iblew condi1iom Ire COrffCfed. an o.de.
which will force ffIIfIy tnmIles bid. in·
10 rhc "'"10" "'IlII1Iy deplorable jIib,
II'Itlch. ..e abo under federal sull.

JIiII O;l...in ... 10 be """"'& I"'"
_ of Sourhcm Insll.utiom. J*"1ku.
larly for bbclt. IlId women. While Ille
I'ti&hl of b1acb hal 10 I depee boell
publk:iud, the pJi&h1 of women lw nol.
Yel they, oveo more th.on blad: men,
have been Ifld .... arbjeae<l to sqllllid
flci.lllin. and 10 verbal and often aexu.!
Ib_ hom jaikll.

"Women are the fllfBllUe1l JlO\lp
bt co,",dionI,~ 11.1'1 jlil expert Robert
Sa"", of tho l.1niverslly of ArlanAl.
~MOII )ails: limply are nol ps....mmed.
nOI buill, and 11.01 .taffed to 1001< Ifter
female pflsonen beCiute they 11I""11.'1
been accusIOmed to dealllll witlt them.
n...., have been fo.. women in complri.
IIOIl 10 the n\lRlber of men, 10 111I1 jli"
III.... bcell buill lraditionally 10 I<eep
malo: feillfls ..hile pendinJ lrial. Women
III.... come aJolII inddenlllly.w

In tJw. mellltimt:. "omen lin! no
lonFr ''irlcicIenlal.w Iktween 1960 and
1973. II:CllI'Ilin& to 1M FBI's Uniform
Crime RepClt1, their amst rate for .ri·
..... crime:I _ umed robbery, murder,
then. _1ll1 - .....ql up by 2n.9 per
oml, "'lIlly three times fllle. thaa II
did (or ....... In property crima 1Ioae,
the iIll:reaa ill amsu of ""'llQleQ ill
1912.7] .... _ tltan 1wK:e thaI or
~.

MtiIe the crima and IlIOSU III'IOflI
wornm aabre. jIib ha"" failed to kftp
up, f1tbet willt adequlle fllCiliba or
sutr or JIt'OIfIIff'L 1.0. meuopoIillltl
IIlIOU, the lliIF# ~ol>"'" ill tbe pIh
lin!~ Illd idle....... Somolimrs
10 and IS WOInnl lin! cmnmed iIlto
~Iioned cella 0fiIittaII)' built
for ri&lll. They *'"p two 10 I bunIt 0<

.. the 11oor, III 1ime:I withoul lIII.llfal.
os.. They IUy Iochd ill, tby _ flipl,
bfI:a_ \hero; lin! few recrel!~ or
edllCltiooull ~llpIfDI for 'IIWOIfIea. And
they _ oeldom allowed to become

IfUI!iq IIld 10 worl< outside their <;ells.
Yel h ;. III the rural, oUI-of·!M

"IY Jalls that ltandle one or two ..omen
II I lime _ QIIybe III fe.. U II half·
doun lye.. _ wlltre femlln Ippoar 10
lUff.. mem, whe... lexUll IIb_ or mil
.... is many Ilrlln parI and parcel of
beilll beltlnd blUJ, where the old AI\lI·
lions of "omen II the me.ey of the Jail.
or, once tltoustll to be OIIly material for
IllO'tiu and books,'IW exill.

The flCiUtle. Ire ofton filthy and
mabIhlrt, with lillie 0< 110 .pantioM
of wo_n IfId men, be lhey jailers 01
inmIln. Yel suff h an e....o bige.
problem. Bl:Clwe of .....' ply sealel
..d the remote.... from dty _""I\i.
«Ion. rlIOII 1IlIIIl·lo..... jails CUI IUnla

onI)' ..hal one upon de-.:ribu ..
wpeople who CIf\'I do UlytJUna e*.~

.som. lIle evnl 1IpC"'led wllhoul lUff.
'"The janllO< II lhe courtho_ Ir.«p
the bys.W uplalnt Robert SarYer. wAI
Diabt, the"' is no one II all. 1hI1's
wbell lIIIythira. an happon, and thal'S
wheo il uwIIIly doea •.. inmale oa in·
1IlIle'.w

It II the Ilfl10llt IOt.al lad: of rna·
I....... lhal maltft the smaJl jIib IIlJIlU
(or .xuaJ abuIe. In my OWn ttI""b in
the South.l ..w few ""'IIOIII...d rnatly
lttl1llln _ u dld J_ Un" d.......
he. trill _ saki thai they ....."' taUn
c:an of~e~lyby men.

In North ClIllIin.a, I IWei&h He",",
..d Obte,...,r JIU"C)' or 47 _1.1' jI.ilI
ia the aII0nl put of the stile stIowed
thaI f"""r thaa half bad Llkell'" .opl
10 Iesan the liltelihood of .-lie. pri.
_, Uulo.;au.r AIJicood Illd6nlt.

..Ilidl o<:aIrred In the Bl:lluforl Count)'
;all. Only 19 of the counties hid 24
hum matron ..mce and adeq\lllO aepar·
lliott of men and "Omc.'ll, In splle of I
1968 Ilitollll' requiring both.

Belufort Count)' hu laJr«l "'fin·
pi meUUlel 10 p..,... nl another indo
deol suclt u the one WI pul It OIl the
lDIp. Men lie 0..... not alIo.....d In lho
.........n·••C1i.0II for any ICUIlII. nOl
e't'C1l 10 deli"", melli, and cIoIed<:im.dt
mortItOI"l are placed In the all.femtle
radio dispato;:h..,'.offllll: 10..., thai they
doa'l go t/u;re Silt women who dOllbIe·
III malrom IfIf1 <!ispo.lcbersllr aeaetllrin
wori< 1IOUfId. the o:Iod:. SbtriIT O.E.
wRed w 0.... lIfIderllllldably 100000y
aboul the 'metdeol, ll"IlIIell thaI othe,
counlier "should lab notioI. Who.......'
they doa'l b.rfe mauo..... they lie tlk.
iD& I dwta:. I "ouIdn'\ be lfithotn

"""'..
Yet othe! COUrtlier, both ia North

CaroliDa ..d elawhere, ba'I'C lIppare1ltly

DOt Ieamed the ....... 10 wei. In ItIIte
dler stllo, jtilers md sheriff.... ftC)

need III rnie.. their procedllm fo<
h:ond.Ii:na fo......... They ....., hired DO
DQ;U...... DOl~ they Werl .epo 10
m:aJre keys to the ""'....Il·• ...ue- )no
IICCeIIibIe 10 male UuIda. Orte". I _
dowed inlO cdbloda wrtllout kina
IIIked 10 tbow <;redealilb or without
ItrrWl& Iff)' pvra 0< brief~ oeardse4.

Ltdt of lIII.UOIlS, 01 adeq1r:Ile

alDditiom. The two prob ~
Up ropln md spin. Some oftlcWIlfllIe
that hPia& ........11 10 10 the o!Ds

~ .._.,
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A right to refuse treatment?

Medical experiments banned

freedBrother

Ariel I Iix-day lrial in April. I jury
noporte<:! itaelf Ilopelealy <leadIodcd,
and the judp declared I mistrial.

Mil. Hall. dexribed u Mderll\lI~1)'

psydtotic" by the plyelllltrk 111fT II
I nate "",ntal hospUsI. shol he, 1"0
ehildml ill OcIober 1\174, then crl..1ed
bet'&'l!f:n them and 1I>ot be...lf t..-la: in
the chesr.. Fi..e da)'llale., she _ f"""'"
by mama, cr-lY ""'OUDded IRd ItiII
lyina ben.....n be. dead dladru.

Oklahoma pnlIleQIton .... lrCdtin&
the clelUI penalty for loin.. tbI1, Oesp.te
IUaII&~ l!IIl ...... _tIDy
in trbm she killed Iter dliIdrnl..
Southern PtMrty Lew Cntler altomeyl
Ire ......una "'-"I)' wl1h 1idA CounT)'
publir: dorfmder Terril Coriey. appoatled
10 defend llI.c- indiFol loin. Hall. in an
effort 10 1'"'......1 ber euwtioa.

CORDELE. GA. _ Joe Pane,.,...
yD<ll\l"r brother of Mlline S&t. Re>y
hlle,..",. "II relealed from the Crilp
County jill Mno in N"""mber and has
nol"trled to his horne In North Carolina.

s,t. hllel10ll n'mIInI in jaillwno
pendinl aPPQl of Ills DIWde1 eomietion
10 the Georpa SIIpRDIO CourI. He _
xntmeed 10 life impriaortmenl ScP'. JO
afkr • Crilp CounT)' jUl')' eoowicted llim
in t:OIIDeCliDII ....th thr dcallu of l..-o

Ia.. tIIforoe",nu ofIioIn. Joe Patlcnon
had ....... !odd uncle. S2S.ooo boDd.
eharJed willi aidq an -.pine feg.
IirN;c the i:ndde.ftt otQOfftd Iut May.

.m forcibly IMdlcItl Iwr IOd then DOO·
r_ her bt tbe IIIclu1IoIlllllll f.. initially
nof"'!IIIO eoopeflte with !hem.

Anothe. plaintiff, 2.....year-01d
Willio Wldsworth, 110'11 confined lpinn
Itls will COrtllnuously for U ...eeltJ II

punimmenl for ~UDdeRrable" bel1aoio<
and II parI of I bell.vior modirlCltioo
lIellmont plan IIthor lhart for ""riouI
thJut of oH>Ie......

III Idditioa to the -mrutloeW
.... it.....". tbe -..it am _ltJ to
-.-1 SSOO.ooo ..~ fRllrl 24
ddeDdaaIS, iDr:Iudin& plydlblrilu IJld
two former lUte _ ..tal bcaJtlI _

rnisIionen..

Mist my new, meow pallmts ....
probably the _ owrn-d miaDrity
F0llp ill the counlt}'.- 11)'1 !Ur:lwd
Colo of tlIc Boa'Oft UpJ AaaU.tanoo Pro
ject. He replda tho UlIoonainty of men·
t.l pationu·leplltllUS II I dtalknp.

·'We ..ill not eonoedc the fael tIIIl
the usc of pl)'eIlolropie drop and Ito
lltion II beltavior modJncatlon _ by
wltleh we mean, .. puniahment _ eon·
Itllule tmtment, Ul»pI on a Jti&ltly
uperimenw bull. We Wnlt ir,,1h1dlllls
1uI~ 1bo ri&bl to nof_ the i.llrotltoetlon
of d>emit:ah InIO lhrir bodle1, M Cole.,.
J~ Tauro held "'" dq1 of lrial

ill late Octobe., bul tho _ ha .......
coatin~ beeawe of the fl1lcnl ODWI·.

b8ddos of eriminal caM&, Cole ald..

sought

SoutIIBm Prwetty
lJiw C«Itor

Docket Update

Appeal denied

Death

RAlEIGH, N. C. - The North
CaroliDa CDwI 0( Appe:al1 ha uplwld
the DOOO'ietlon of Joaane Ultie OIl •
bnolltin& and mte'Vll eharF. The ODWI
lei Hand I "......l-lo-l6-)'lar prison am
tmoo.

Mils UIlIo ..... in the Buufort
County jail I ...litlft& an Ippel! on the
brealt.in, and Interin, er:mYiclion ..hen
Ihe Itlbbed jlUer C\arcnoo AIIi,DOd. She
WII ac:quilled 10 AlIIU.t of fir11 deVee
murder eIlirFI in thl! cue.

The Appeall Cotrrl decision ...ill be
lalrm 10 the North Carolirur Supnomc
COlm, hel 1II0f1'1e)'1 laid.

TULSA. Okla. _ Dahlia J.... Hal,
eharJed ..,llr flnt *""'" rnunkJ in 000
rw<;tloa ..,1lI 1M dcathl of bcr two
younc dliIr1rea, f.... 1 aeeond l.TiIlhere
Feb. 24•

plUmu .... Ie ......ny mede by Many_
bocIy who _ OIl! and Aid • patient
IIId 10 lit IocUd up,- Ind WI of1m •
doctor would not counlenip the ...
clusko ordor llIIlilei&!ll houlllo.tel.

Pillents ... re frfi/uently ..eluded
fOf Mlnlppf(lpriate beltlYiof,- IIICII as
disloblna. Iwnrllll. yelUnB and beinl
Olrl.lllious, Golder laid. A stile II.. bans
.,cluaon of menIal patienlS uc:epl
where thono it .,riaullhJul of utreme
~, penonal illjwy Of litempted
~.

Rubie Rocell. I )6.yur...ad plain.
tiff .. tho 1Ui1...... """ad 10 I _

duoioD 1IlIit _y times fOf Iloeq dthIIIf
loud, aIIIlY,IlIUM, bostile to tho suff
and odl£. pItiaIlS, Of fOf ha'rirl& 10 be
forcibly medit:lttd lifter" noflJltd 10
l.lU medic:aliarl oraDy. tho IUiI .yL

Durin, M. _(memenl. MI.
Ropll ..... fOfeed 10 urinate and dc,
feate on tM floor beCllUlll hospill!
stiff nepeeted to IlIow her uJt of Lhe
nolt room. Onoo lite became ill Ind
asked for I doclor, but none wu pro
¥ide<!.

A ¥Ol\Ultll)' patient II tho hospital,
MI. ROI'I'r1hu btm forcibly medicated
on ..~... oc:cuiom.mnr. ... noflJltd to
take rnedleltioll oralJy. AltbouF Ihm
existed DO tlun.t 0( utnrne 'rioIea.ct:,
pe1lOOlll ilIJUI')' Of lltempted 1Uialk,
she Iw -.. IBtdicated apiItst Iltt wiD.
She hu objKted to Inls moctieIted at
all. bolt she fcon Ifshe rel_. u. MalT

setisTrial

The suil .... flIe4 by Wldtipa
lqaI Scrrioel III~ with the as
_l.&llee of the Souther1l PtMrty Low
Cnter.

Prnlousty. aome c:hildml com
_led 10 IUle meoW hoIpitlh UDder_
........1 Uperimenll mcludsna rquIar
dora of mu: 10 effe<;t alXderated
,,_llI.; admrni:wadon of unlCRe<l
""""pI and rubella vaecinn: IRd ad_
minillfltion of IrIIi-epikply drup 10
bothepilr:ptie and normal cltildren.

MONTGOMERY, A.LI. _ A f.de.1!
court judi" Iw 5C1 Jan. 12 for the lrill
0( I "K dilcrirntnadon lUll ftled by
Soorthem p~rt)' Lo.. Cente. 1U0nlCyI
apinJI the loIontpnef)' I'olloo Depart._..

The MI, brOlllhI on belta!f 0(

potioe dolt Caroty. Jortlan, daarF1
tho potioe depart 1 wlllr <bacnmi-
...don Ipinst In nocrWtln&,
Ilintc- IJIi&nin& and JIfOIQOdnI e....
ployea and po.....llaI employea.

DETROIT. Mich. - Emotlonll/y
dislwbcd childl't'n in Midtl&an menial
irutlluliOllS 1liiy nO ionpr be lUbjcd.d
to rne<lieal cxperimcnll.

The Micltigsn St.II Departmenl of
MenIal Hoel!th I&'eed 10 lmplemcnl
re,ulalionl pre""olln& the: usc of Iidr.
cltiIdren II ".mel J>i&:I after a II.-il
.... med whK:lt IOUJbt the ban of suda
experimenu.

be Iiroiled 10 bIad: CUllomcr1, IJ"a..,...
ulIin& !heir emPioY....nt oppDflunltk1.
the lult claimI.

The c:osmelolosY IUiI II not the
tint rde<! by Low Center IItOfDCyl

IplDIt the hlte.- tndie IdsooL I.cI
1973. the Center lIICClCIdully p,oetJ the
IChooI wbcn it illitiated I FODaIiII&
r:odc wbidl ..... blarantty~
IOf)' ..... bladr mIicL

stmlinI ook. April JO wlIldl banntd
.... of Forced ...,dlcllion under my
drC\lIllSIIUlce1 and .... of Rd....... u;
otpl In e.....,.e1>C)' AIUlllom. Plalntlff"
Illomey' now ...,k 10 h.loe thaI <;oun
OHler made permanent.

Durin. I re.:ent Marini In lM. COR.
I (QornlO' Boston Sllte HotpItaJ al·
tendant tntlfie<l be wu ·'1tofri~R .,
the conditiom Wldler "'hldI mental
patients ...... oeduded. Leorwd Gotck.
dnt:ribed 1.hl' iQltiOII rooms.au fflO'
wiele ..-d 10 feel ...... with lIIlp<ot«u:d
concnte walls and lloon and ..ty •
mitt..- for • patieat to lie 011. 'The
cabida had IKI loBets, be IUd.

Golder said~ 10 .duock

Women
(""".1_ ''Om _ 'J
two II I II"", WII luff\cienl. but even
those officiIJs Itad no ldel how 1lrin.
ICntty tIIIt poUey .... followe<:l. And
-pipet lDIUlIflSM _ femdo radio dis
patdlen or the ...r- of jaikn and
ohcriff1 _ an: 'P\*aIII)' ItO! tho answe.
either. A Mprlpet mau...- _ .. dUly
- two balk ..d 65 feot a.....y _ the
Di&fu OareDOl: AlJi&ood made !tis way
10 l_lltu.'1 orIl.

• e---. 0( tU .-tirX wiI
be .. tlte flUl __ 0( tlte "'"'-'J' Lew.......

Cosmetologists seek
school desegregation

BOSTON, Masa. - Numerouo rip!
10 tRllmomt cues Iuo~ reomtly medf
their ....,.. 10 the IIIstwIt cowU. but a
C\l(ml\ Iawsult ""'" 1M)' be lho rn11 in
IepJ hlslOf)' Inoolvlnl' menta! pillen'"
rt&hl to ref,,", 1~llmenl.

"", wit d&im$ lILIl for=:! medl.
cation and ..c1U1ion .. punishment of
I"Ycbiluic pltienu Yiobte th.... po
lienu' cmJ rilhu. It _ flied \a$l April
on bdIalf of _11 Booton SUle Hospi.
tal patients by !be Booton Ltpl ~
lIistm<:e Projod. Tho $Dulhml t'owrty
Law Cmte. _ IfIl'W'lI to aoisl: 1M

oriPW .uomeya in Ibrir titlplioll.
U. S. Dillria Court JudF Joorpll

L TalUO isaoed. I ~ ...

MONTGOMERY, ALA. - Low
Cenler llIolT1C)'1 ""~ flied IUit in fed.
en! eourt beno _kin, dcqrqatioo of

. c:osmelo!osY dalles II I Ital«>'Omed
ledmial c:ollep and bt RII< <OIme.

tolosY e:umirlalions.
Altboustt J.obn /II. huenon Sl.lIU

TedInicaI CoDose Is 11Imdcd by both
blaeb IDlI trhita, and ilutial cosme
tokio oricnudooo~ ...., lIdally
mixed. blaeb Ire forotd to IItmel hair
4rasinr&: daDeI lpart from their ..hi,e......~

8lttk lI\1denlS Ire 1.1111/11 by bladt
iDslructon, and wlllte Rudenll by ..hite
insuue'on. TIlt eouno of Itully Uu&ftl
blleb it totally diffen:DI from WI
hushl ..hiln. mleks lie Ilushl to cano
for and Ityle bllek hall, and lie nol
p-.en any IrutlUtllonl IboUI care of
C.uau;ian hair. _n when it is reo
quuled.

WbcD I Itudenl IlJ'Idwrta, Mad:
ltudcnU Ire II"'"' I cosmetololY nl....
inltiofI .:belMe for Meolored Ippli·
CllDU,M aod willies take I ..pante tHl.

MR. EWE Joan, I blad< plaintiff
in the la'fl'lUit, complained 10 I hlte.·
... euJdancc cOl/melol" tIw sIw ..... IlOl
t>mc lauchl to wort; OIl CaucuiID hair.
Ho, lqlty _ to ...... mormallninq
from • wIlik Ul1ICIor. "'bn /lin.
.x-s IpJlrOK/led the wIllk iltRnodor.
she ",fUled 10 proftdc ..fonnal ........

Ilea_ Mil. Joan Ind the mhor
plaintiffl Ire not IlJow.rd to Inm .bout
elK of C.uculan hair, Ihrir MIfll must
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Five
Years

after the Southern Poverty Law Center
began its court struggle to win

equal justice for the poor.
... the Center has established an impressive record
of accomplishment on behalf of those persOIlS
least able to obtain their rights. Located in the
capital of Alabama, a city which proclaims itself
the "Cradle of the Confederacy" in the state
which proudly declares itself the "Heart of Dixie ,"
the Center started its work in a region where the
ravages of poverty are ever-present and racial dis
crimination is rampant.

From the Montgomery Bus Boycott of 1955,
when blacks successfully organized and stood up
against racial repression for the first time in mod
em history, to the Selma-la-Montgomery march
of 1965, which spurred on passage of the Voting

. Rights Act, Alabama was the crucible where !.he
key events of the Civil Rights Movement were
forged. .

But by 1970 the Civil Rights Movement had
bogged down. New laws made racial discrimination
illegal, but racial abuses went unpunished anyway.
Although now guaranteed the.right to vote, poor

Smith v. YMCA
MONTGOMERY, Ala. - In the Center's first

lawsuit on behalf of the poor, a federal court
ordered desegregation of one of the South'.s largest
Young Men's Christian Association facilities and
opened city-wide recreational programs to poor
blacks.

The court refected the YMCA's assertion that
the equal protection guarantee could not be ap
plied to a "private" organi7.3tion. The state of
Alabama had given the YMCA financial aid
through substantial tax exemptions, and the city
of Montgomery gave them many free bcnefits, in
cluding facilities and utilities.

The court also noted the agreement between
the YMCA and the city of Montgomery to avoid
duplication of recreational services, an arrange
ment to avoid intcgration. The court st/tted that
"the city's primary purpose in co-ordinating its
efforts with those of the YMCA was to encourage
and· assist the YMCA in accomplishing what lhe
Park and Recreation Board is constitutionally for
bidden to accomplish."

blacks and whites were still denied a voice in gov
ernment by political gerrymandering and outright
intimidation. Laws promising equal education,
equal protection and equal opportunity weren't
enough as long as they could be ignored safely 
unless the impoverished victims had the capacity
to assert their rights in court.

Deeply concerned about the continuing plight
of the poor, the Center's founders conceived in
1970 the idea of the Southern Poverty Law Cen
ter, an organization whosc sole purpose would be
to develop, through court decisions, fair and equal
treatment for poor people of all races. In 1971,
the Center was formally incorporated as a non·
profit organization, and the Center's attorneys be
gan to write an important new chapter in the his
tory of the Civil Rights Movement.

They won the first lawsuit ever to desegregate
a private school, the first sex discrimination suit a
gainst the federal government and the first to re
late to the cconomic wclfare of women, the first

The Center's victory ill this case resulted in
the first court order of its kind to deal with dis
crimination in a private organization. The Center's
attorneys arranged for the $25,000 legal fee which
they were awarded by the court to be used to pay
YMCA mCQ1b':rship dues for disadvantaged youths
of all races.

Jordan v. Wright
MONTGOMERY, Ala. - A 24 -year-old c1erk

typist is suing the Montgomery Police· Department
in the South's first se}{ discrimination suit against a
law enforcement agency.

Mrs. Carolyn Jordan filed her suit in early
1975 after working as a clerk at the police depart·
ment for II months. During that time, she tried
unsuccessfully to become a police officer. Her suit
charges that she is fully qualified and has not been
hired as an officer only because she is a woman.

The class action alleges that the police depart.
ment is practicing discrimination against women in
recruiting, hiring, assigning and promoting em
ployees and potential employees.

litigation to raise the issue of involuntary sterili
zation, the first to have the entire jurisdiction of a
justice of the peace system declared unCOllsti
tutional, and the first suit in the nation to desegre
gate a state trooper force.

Nearly aU of the Center's work has been
through class action lawsuits which benefit many
more persons than the suit's plaintiffs. in recent
months, the Center has also become involved in
some criminal cases where the dcfendant faces the
death penalty.

These and other important cases, past and
present, are summarized below. in the five years of
its existence, lhe Southern Poverty Law Centcr has
engaged in lcgal battles which have become land
marks in the cause of equal justice. While it con
tinucs to fo.cus its efforts in the South, the Center
today has expanded its activities, through financial
aid and direct participation, to all parts of the
nation-New York, California, Indiana, Michigan,
Oklahoma-anywhere injustice strikes at the poor.

Caperton v. Friend
NASHVILLE, Tenn. ~ The failure of a state

agenCy to properly administer Tennessee's food
stamp program has deprived 800 ,000 men, women
aad children of an adequate diet.J

The Center is helping Legal Services of Nash
ville in a battJe to force the state to live up to the
requirements of federal law and promote the par
ticipation of all who qualify for the stamps.

The Center also assisted the Legal Aid Society
of Minneapolis in a related case, Bennett v. BUlz.
Barely a third of eligible indigents were receiving
the stamps in Minnesota, and Ule Legal Aid
Society has won a ruling in U.S. District Court
prohibiting the return to the general treasury fund
of the $280 million allocated but not spend
nation-wide in 1973.

An outcry has recently been raised against
abuses of the food stamp program by undeserv
ing recipients, but lhese suits will help to see that
IIle 18.5 million poor people in the nation who
qualify for and need the stamps benefit from parti
cipation in the program.

Special to the PL R

The all-white Alabama troopers assault Selma-to-Montgomery marchers In 1965
(Law Center council member John Lewis is in center of photo)



Jobes v. Michigan

DETROIT, Mich. - With Southern Poverty
Law Center assistance, Michigan Legal Services at
torneys are representing emotionally disturbed
children in Michigan mental institutions.

These children have been used as guinea pigs
in medical experiments conducted by Dow Chemi
cal, Parke Davis and other major drug companies.
Nearly all of the children are from indigent fami
!ies and were committed without formal hearings.

The lawsuit seeks to enjoin the defendant
Michigan Department of Mental Health from per
mitting any further experimentation, on grounds
that the free consent of involuntarily confmed
children would be impossible to obtain.

Recently the Mental Health Department did
issue gUidelines which prohibit such experiments
in the future, but still at issue in the suit is the
Michigan commitment procedure. Consent of a
child's parent or guardian is currently all that is
required; the suit seeks to win for minors the same
right to a prc<ommitment hearing that adults now
have.

Penn v. Schlesinger

WASHINGTON, D.C. - In 1972, the Center
charged seventeen federal agencies in Alabama
with racial discrimination in hiring. Less than 2.5
per cent of 30,000 white-collar workers employed
by the defendant agencies were black.

Among the statistics cited in the Center's o
riginal complaint were these:

Only eleven, or 4.2 per cent of the U. S. Jus·
tice Departlllent's 264 white·collar employes in
Alabama are black.

There are 110 black federal game wardens or
alcohol·and-tobacco tax agents.

There are nO black F.B.I. agents.
Of 901 rural mail carriers, only two are black.
The U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Cir-

cuit, en bane in July 1974, dismissed the suit
"for failure to exhaust administrative remedies." A
petition seeking a writ of certiorari was flIed by
the Center in the U.S. Supreme Court, and action
on this petition is stiU pending.

11tis suit was the first of its kind filed in the
United States.

Gilmore v. Montgomery

MONTGOMERY, Ala. - A Law Center suit
forced city officials here 10 end racial discrimina
tion in city parks and recreational facilities. The
city also agreed to spend S3,OOO,OOO to build and
improve recreational facilities in bJack neighbor
hoods to equal those in white areas_

Since the suit was fLIed, several new com
munity centers in predominantly black sections
have been constructed, and Montgomery's first
public swimming pool accessible to blacks was
opened.

Special 10 tn. PLR

Black play area before Center suit

Pugh v. Sullivan
MONTGOMERY, Ala. - Alabama prison

doors have been closed to new inmates, a federal
court recently ordered.

The ban on incoming prisoners came as a re
sult of a Law Center suit seeeking protection of
inmates and other prison reforms. After a week of
trial testimony, the state of Alabama conceded it
was operating grossly overcrowded and unconsti
tutional prison facilities, and the court ordered
them closed to new inmates.

Lewis v. Weinberger

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M_ - Gwendolyn Lewis,
a full-blooded Wichita Indian, lives in Taos, New
Mexico. When she was stricken with a severe ab
dominal ailment, the national Indian Health Serv·
ice (IHS) declared her ineligible for medical bene·
fits because she no longer resides on her native res
ervation. Medical benefits are available to any
lndian who lives on a reservation.

A class-action lawsuit challenges the IHS's
policy of refusing medical assistance to so~lIed

"urt-an Indians" while "reservation lndians" re
main eligible regardless of need or ability to pay
personal hospital bills.

The "urban" and "reservation" classifications
are nowhere delineated in federal law , but were ar
bitrarily contrived by the IHS to distingUish be
tween Indians belonging to distant tribes and those
native to the New Mexico-Oklahoma regions. Be
cause of the delineation, the lHS restricts funds
for medical services to members of certain tribes,
while other Indians in desperate need of medicaJ
care are not eligible unless Uley travel great dis
tances to return to the place of their tribe's origin.

Hardy v. Gissendaner
EUFAULA, t\1a - 111 1970, thirty poor black

families here were approached by a transient build
ing contractor who offered to make repairs and
improvements on their small homes. In each case
he quotd small monthly payments and secured
notes Wi!.!l mortgages on the homes.

ShorUy after the last mortgage was signed, the
builder left the town - leaving behind poorly
done, incomplete jobs. Within days he had reo
ceived all of his money by selling the thirty mort·
gages to a Rorida banking company.

Holder-in-due<ourx: laws entitle a credit com
pany to payment without regard to any argument
between the buyer and the seller, and the Rorida
bank threatened to foreclose if Ute families refused
to pay for the shoddy, grossly over-priced work.
manship.

In 1975, a federal court ruled against the
Center's challenge of these laws. But recently the
Federal Trade Commission - perhaps made more
keenly aware of abuses by this and other law
suits - overturned the holder-in-due~urx: princ
iple when it established a new nile to protect con
sumers against lenders who try to coUcct on faulty
goods or services.

Cotton v. Jarvis
DEKALB, Miss. - The Law Center is assisting

the Choctaw Legal Defense Association in a class
action lawsuit seeking upgrading of conditions of
the Kemper County jail here.

Typical of those conditions was the incarcer·
ation of Clare Colton. an indigent Choctaw Indian.
She was held in a cage measuring six by seven feel.
It had no ventilation and no running water. TIlere
was only an open buckot for a toliet, and it was
not emptied for a week.

Blacks and Indian:; are segregated on the
second Ooor of Kemper County's crumbling jail,
while whites are held dowllstairs.

The reforms sought itl the suit cover virtually
every wrong imaginable in a forgotten, decrepif
jaiL

NAACP v. Allen

MONTGOMERY, Ala. - In February 1972,
Center attorneys won a federal court order re
quiring tile state of Alabama to hire blacks and
whites in equal numbers - one for one - as state
troopers until the force was 25 per cent black. No
blacks had been hired as troopers or support per
sonnel in 37 years. This marked the first time a
federal judge had ever ordered ratio hiring in the
South and set a precedent for similar suits nation
wide.

Two years later, the Center returned to court
and charged thai Governor George C. Wallace per
sonally interfered with the hiring of blacks as
Troopers in violation of tile landmark 1972 court
order. The court found the governor and all other
defendanLS to have intentionally impeded hiring
since the original order for racially discriminatory
reasons. The defendants were enjoined from such
future conduct.

Los Angeles sterilization
LOS ANGELES, Calif. - The Law Center pro

vided funds in 1974 for intensive investigation
which produced evidence that hundreds of
Chicano women were surgically sterilized against
their will or without their knowledge at a large
hospital here.

The investigation led to lawsuits against the
Los Angeles County-University of SouUtern
Califronia Medical Cenler, where many of the
sterilizations occurred.

As in many other huge, loosely regulated
teaching facilities, the Los Angeles hospilal
doctors often approached women in mid-labor and
urged them to consent to permanent sterilization
procedures without attempting to explain alter·
native methods of family planning.

James v. Wallace
MONTGOMERY, Ala. - A class·action liti

gation was brought in behalf of all blacks in Ala
bama who are qualified for and wish to serve on
sixty-one boards and commissions which run state
government. The defendant is Governor George C.
Wallace, who personally appoints 768 members of
these various boards.

At the time this suit was filed in 1974, Gov.
Wallace after 1,556 selections had appointed only
3 blaclu during his 12-year reign, and these to
relatively insignificant boards.

The boards and commissions involved in this
suit have a profound affect on the quality of life
in the state, and many have a history of discrimi
nation against black people. When the suit was
rUed, no black had ever held a position on the
slate personnel board, county board of registrars,
mental health board or the board of corrections.

A district judge ruled that a pri17JQ facie case
of discrimination had not been proved, and the
case is currently on appeal to the U.s. Court of
Appeals for the Fifth Circuit.
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First black troopers graduate

Doe v. Pierce
AIKEN, s.c. - A federal court jury held in

July 1975 that an Aiken physician violated the
civil rights of a young black woman when he de·
manded she be sterilized.

In a complicated ruling, the jury decided that
Dr. Clovis Pierce violated the rights of Shirley
Brown when he dismissed her from a hospital with
a one-dll.y-old baby :afler she refused 10 submit to
sterilization.

Ms. Brown's suit against Pierce was filed by
Law Center Knd American Civil uberties Union
attorneys.

The same jury awarded Ms. Brown only $5 in
nominal damages; her suil had sought 1100,000.
The jury also refused to lind that the rights of
another plaintiff in the suit were violated when
Pierce refused 10 accept her as a patient unless she
consented to sterilization when her baby was born.

Attorneys have appealed those portions of the
jury's verdict.

Oliver v. Escude
MANSURA, La. - In 1973, Poverty Law Cen

ler attorneys won a federal court order here reo
quiring while-owncd mortuaries to offer full em·
balming and burial services for blacks.

TIle case was brought -against two Mansura
funeral homes which had refused to allow blacks
to hold memorial services in their chapels; wakes
had to be held in over-crowded private homes or
not at all. The cCiurt's decree guarantees that
blacks will have access 10 the same funeral services
offered whites, at the same prices.

Although the practice by white wldertakers of
refusing to embalm or bury blacks has been com
moo throughout the South, it had never before
been challenged in court.

Amerson v. Jones
TUSKEGEE. Ala. - In the spring of 1975,

Lu~ju$ Amerson, graduated from Jones Law
School in nearby Montgomery. bringing to fruition
one of the Southern Poverty Law Center's earliest
lawsuits.

Amerson, who was in 1966 the frrst black
man in America elected sheriIT since Recon
struction, sought the Center's help when Jones re
fused to admit him as a student. At that lime,
Jones was a small, private night law school; its
ownership since has been assumed by the Univer
sity of Alabama.

In the spring of 1971, Law Center attomeys
filed a fedeml court suil seeking Amerson's admit
tance to Jones Law School. A little more tha.n a
year later, a federal court held that Jones's refusal
to admit Amerson solely on the basis of race was
illegal and unconstitutional.

It was the first federal courl dccision pro·
hibiting racial discrimination by a private institu·
tion_

Nixon v. Brewer
MONTGOMERY, A1a_ - As a result of one of

the Law Center's most significant lawsuits, 17
black legislators were elected in Alabama's 1974
elections. Previously, there had been only three.

Their historic elcction came as a result of a
landmark reapportionment suit won by Center at
torneys in January 1972. That decision, by a
three-judge federal court here and affirmed by the
U.S. Supreme Courl, set two far-reaching prece
dents:

-county lines must be ignored as political
boundaries if this is necessary to achieve the pro
per population balance in each legislative district.

-Legislative districts must be represented by
a single member, and no more.

The Court ruled that population variations be
tween legislative districts could be no greater than
an unprecedented 1.15 per cent. And in order to
accomplish such a balance, the court also took the
unprecedented step of abandoning county lines as
political boundaries.

McGee v. Weinberger
BATON ROUGE, La.- Law Center attorneys

successfully forced the Social Security Administra
tion to provide a psychiatric examination for an
indigent woman who was otherwise unable to
prove her medical disability.

The woman, 56-year-old Mrs. Helen McGee,
could not prove her eligibility for disabilily pay
ments without the ex~m, and a federal appeals
court held that the government must prOVide one
for her.

Frontiero v. Richardson
WASHINCTON, D.C. - In its only women's

rights case of 1973, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled
for the first time that women in the ur.iformed ser
vices must be paid the same and given the same
benefits as men.

The questions considered in this Center suit
were first raised when Sharon Fronhero, a neut
enant in the Air Force, requested dependency
benefits for her husband. lbe statutes which ap
plied to such a request made these benefits avail
able automatically to a serviceman and his spouse.
but their award to a servicewoman was condi
tioned on her ability to prove that her spouse was
in fact dependent upon her for over half his sup
port.

The Court ruled eight-to-one in favor of the
Center's position that Defense Department regu
lalions which granted higher compensation to
servicemen than women were unconstitutional. A
landmark in women's struggle to achieve equality
of treatment, Frontiero was the rust successful
sex-discrimination suit against the federal govern
ment and the first Supreme Court equal protection
ruling which related to the economic welfare of
women.

Vail v. Quinlan
POUGHKEEPSlE, N.Y. - A class action suit

challenging a New York law which allows im
prisonment of poor people for non-payment of
debt was filed here with help from the Law Center
in October 1974_

Although the U.s. Constitution provides that
no state shall deprive any penon of life, liberty or
property without due process of law, the New
York judicial code authorizes a county sheriff to
arrest and imprison indigents without proper court
hearings and without affording them the right to
counsel.

Harry Vail Jr. of Poughkeepsie lost his job and
found himsclf unable to make installment pay
ments Oil a debt to a loan company. Despite ef
forts to explain his indigency and to make at least
a partial payment, Vail was ultimately held in con
tempt of court, fined $250 payable to the loan
company in addition to his original debt, and
finally jailed without a hearing when he couldn't
pay the fme.

Relf v. Weinberger
WASHINGTON, D.C. - After two young

black girls, 14-year-old Minnie Lee Relf and 12
year-old Mary Alice Relf, were sterilized by a
Montgomery family planning clinic against their
will and without the informed consent of their
parents, Center attorneys filed suit to prohibit
sponsorship by the Department of Health, Edu
cation and Welfare of surgical sterilizations of
minors and other persons incapable of giving in
formed consent. Constitutionally acceptable guide
lines were sought to insure that those capable of
conscnt would not be subjected to coerciOil.

In March 1974, a federal judge ordered that
HEW be permanently enjoined from providing
funds for sterilization of mino", or mental in
competents, and that new sterilization restrictions
regulations be drafted to ensure that consent to be
sterilized will always be knOWing, informed and
free from coercion.

Wambles v. Conn

MO TGOMERY, Ala. - In June 1974, a
young white mother bere lost custody of her
three-year-old child solely because she was unmar
ried and Jiving with a man who happened to be
black.

The mother had no criminal record, had never
received welfare or food stamps for herself or her
child, and had never abused or neglected her child
ill any way.

When she told her story to Poverty Law Cen
ter attorneys, they immediately agreed to repre
sent her at a hearing in state court. Simul
taneously, a class action lawsuit was filed in fed
eral court asking for a ruling that the statute
authorizing summary removal of children was un
constitutional and calling for an injunction against
the future use of such procedures.

Although the child was obviously oot in any
immediate harm or danger, be was taken from his
mother without a hearing, despite a lack of any
threat of injury. Alabama laws allows such a
!lCizUIe, and children are often forcibly removed
from their parents without any hearing.

Center attorneys assert that to deprive a
mother of the custody of her child because she is
living with a man to whom she is not married is
contrary to the fundamental rights of association
and privacy guaranteed by the Constitution. The
Center's suit also attacks the consideration of race
as a factor in removing a child, and it seeks to es
tablish the right of a child to legal representation
in a case like this.

Player v. Alabama
MONTGOMERY, Ala. - A class action suit

was filed on behalf of Emmett Player aoS a re
presentative of a class of dependent and neglected
black children who had been systematically denied
shelter in Alabama child-<:are institutions.

The state of Alabama does not operate a
single child-care horne or institution, but its De
partment of Pensions and Security cooperated
with a variety of private, segregated children's
homes across the state to exclude black children
from theJe homes. Many of these boys and girls,
including Emmett Player, found themselves placed
in state reformatories as an alternative to place
ment in proper homes.

In 1975, a federal judge found that the Ala
bama welfare department had maintained a racial
ly discriminatory policy and practice in its refer
rals of children to these homes. The judge's order
forbids the welfare department to refer any more
children to segregated institutions, and the state
may no longer provide, directly or indirectly, state
or federal funds to segregated child-<:are insti-
tutions. _

The judge did not order the state to establish
shelters for children, and for technical reasons he
also refused to order desegregation of the state's
private orphanages. The Center is presently ap·
pealing that protion of the judge's decision.



Wager v. Und
HYDE PARK, N.Y. - The Law Center is as

sisting Mid-Hudson Valley Legal Services Project
atlomeys in 3 federal class action suit challenging
the constitutionality of New York's delinquent lax
laws.

The suit was filed on behalf of Mrs. Audrey
Wager, a widow whose home was sold for overdue
taxes without her knowledge. The Dutchess
County tax asseSSQr's office could have maiJed
Mrs. Wager a notice, but instead chose 10 follow
procedures outlined in New York law by simply
publishing notice of default in two local news
papers. The noUce was in tiny print, among
hundreds of similar notices, and MIS. Wager did
not see any of them.

Mrs. Wager was never notified directly by the
county lax assessor Utat a tax sale would take
place, nor was she lold she had a right to redeem
her property following the sale. Her home, which
she and her husband had built 24 years before, was
sold for S174.02, the amount of her overdue
taxes.

The suit claims the entire proceedings were a
clear violation of the 14th Amendment's guarantee
of due process of law.

Selmont v. Dallas

SELMA, Ala. - The Center rectified a twenty·
year-old injustice in 1972 when a federal court
ordered 10 miles of streets in black neighbor
hoods here to be paved. The new streets had to
be equal in quality to those installed free in ad
jacent white neighborhoods in 1954.

This landmark ruling established that there is
no-time limit on the constitutional principle of
equal protection. TItis precedent is applicable in
every Southem city which has discriminated a
gainst blacks in such basic mlUlicipal services as
recreational facilities, street paving, and medical
care.

Chapman v. Thomasville
THOMASVILLE, Ala. - Pregnant students· in

this small southwestern Alabama town won equal
rights as a result of a Law Center suit brought
against the Thomasville school board.

The Thomasville school system, like many
others throughout the country, forced a female
student to leaVe school as soon as she was "visibly
pregnant." Black students suffered the brunt of
this policy.

Law Center attorne.ys filed a federal court
class action complaint when a l5.year-old black
honor student was thrown out of her tenth grade
classes because of her pregnancy.

The suit was in preparation for trial when the
school board voted in early summer of 1975
to abandon its policy of expelling visibly pregnant
students. The board agreed to treat pregnant
students no differently from other students with
temporary physical disabilities. After a baby's
birth, a student may now return to school and
make up work she may have missed.

Mudd v. Busse
FORT WAYNE, Ind. - Plaintiffs ask that

Indiana's bail laws, similar to those in other states,
be reformed.

The suit claims that the bail code discrimi
nates against poor people because the laws have
the effect of denying pre-trial release to indigents
solely because of their inability to buy their
freedom.

A federal court judge has ruled that the suit
may proceed as a class action, but he limited de·
fendants in the case to Allen County officials.
The suit l)ad sought to include statewide officials.

Allen County is the county in which Kevin C.
Mudd, lhe suit's named plaintiff, was arrested
and detained because he could not make bail.

Despite the suit's geographical lintitation, a
favorable decision could help set a nationwide pre
cedent to eliminate America's unjust bail system_

Gilmore v. Montgomery
WASHI GTON, D.C. - A 1974 Supreme

Court decision in a Law Center suit against the
city of Montgomery, Ala., prohibited the city's
support of segregated academies through use of
city-owned recreational fields.

Prior to the Center's suit, several private
schools in the Montgomery area had used public
ball fields as though they were their own, often de
nying access to the fields to other children. In ad
dition, the academics' free use of city facilities en·
abled them to provide otherwise unavailable ath
letic programs to their students.

The Center-and the court-saw the use of the.
fields as public support of private, segregated in
stitutions. Moreover, those schools were made
more attractive to potential students, and, in that
way, contributed to white night from public
schools.

Tuckerv. Board
MONTGOEMRY, Ala. - In April 1974, James

Tucker, an indigent, was found guilty of a mis
demeanor by a trial judge wbo refused to appoint
an attorney to represent him. Under Alabama law,
Tucker could immediately appeal his conviction
and get a jury trial-provided he posted a cash bond
before filing the appeal. Unable to raise bond, be
was jailed instead.

Arrested in March 1974, Jerome Wright was
bound over for trial by a judge whose fee was con
tingent upon the defendant's being bound over.
Although the original charge was later dropped, he
was returned to city jail, where he was reqUired to
work out a $159 traffic fine, which he was too
poor to pay, at the rate of $7 .50 per day.

The Law Center has Hied class action federal
court suit on behalf of Tucker and Wright which
seeks to declare the court practices which pennit
such incarceration illegal.

Legal Defense
TIle Southern Poverty Law Center, concerned

about the increasing number of persons sentenced
to die in America, has established a fund to pro·
vide money for competent representation for in
dividuals facing the death penalty. The special
project, named the Life Litigation Fund, is a na
tional effort to fight the death penalty at the trial
level.

The Center actively handles some defense
cases where the death penallY is a distinct possi
bility, such as in the Roy Lee Patterson case; in
oUlers, the Center funds the defense of ingidencc
facing capital pWlishment and provides legal
experLise if needed.

The following are four of the Center's more
widely known death penalty C35CS.

Walston, Brown, Hines
TARBORO, N.C. - On December 9, 1973,

Jesse Lee Walston, 24, Vernon Leroy Hrown, 23,
and Bobby Hines, 25, were convicted of raping a
white woman. In accordance with North Carolina's
capital punishment statute, they were sentenced to
die ill the gas c11amber.

Law Center aHorneys, convinced of the young
black men's innocence, appealed their convicitOIl
to the North Carolina Supreme Court and won a
reversal. In January 1974, lhe high court ordered a
new trial.

The three men never denied having inter
course with the white woman, but they steadfastly
denied raping· her. As preparations for the new
triaJ were underway, the district aHorney said he
would accept a settlement of a 12.year sentence in
exchange for a guilty plea. Knowing the death

penalty hWlg over their heads, they refused his of
fer because they would not plead guilty to a crime
Lhey did not commit.

On the morning of the new trial, the district
attorney again offered a settlement - six years in
exchange for a guilty plea -and again the men reo
fused to accept.

Center attorneys had done exhaustive inves:
tigation into the facts of the case and had un
covered important evidence which was not pro
duced in the first triaJ. They were primed for trial
when thl,l final acceptable sclliemcnt was offered
by the prosecuting attorney - a plea of nolo con
tendere, no contest, to a charge of assault with in
tent to rape and a six-year suspended sentence.

In August 1974, Walston, Brown and Hines
were finally set free to return 10 their families af
ter spending nearly two years in prison.

Joanne Utde
RALEIGH, N.C. - In August 1975, Joanne

Ullie was acqUitted of the icepick murder of
Beaufort County jailer Clarence Alligood. The Law
Center was instrumentaJ in garnering support for
Miss Little, and underwrote nearly all of the
substantial expenses in her case. Those funds pro
vided her with such sophisticated defense tools
as extensive attitudinal surveys, jury selection ex
perts, experienced investigators and criminologists,
and specialized attorneys - all necessary for a
proper defense when the state was prepared to
spend whatever it took for her conviction.

Joanne Uttle's case for the first time brought
10 widespread public attention the brutal condi·
tions which exist for female jail inmates.

Roy Lee Patterson
CORDELE, Ga. ~ Law Center attorneys have

appealed the conviction of U.S. Marine Sgt. Roy
Lee Patterson who was sentenced to life in prison
on Sept. 30 in connection with the deaths of two
law enforcement officers.

Georgia prosecutors charged Patterson with
firsL degree murder, and the jury could have sen
tenced him to die in Georgia's electric chair.

Pallerson, 25, has consistenUy claimed the
officers were shOL in self defense after one of
them-Georgia State Trooper James Young-IS-.
saulted him in the Cordele police station. Center
attorneys are convinced the war-decorated Marine
is innocenl of any crime and are determined to,se·
cure him another trial.

Dahlia June Hall
TULSA, Okla. - A public defender here

sought Ule law Center's aid when his client, 33
year-old Dahlia June Hall, was charged with the
murder of her two children.

Obsessed with the idea of an impure and cor
rupted world, Mrs. Hall shot to deaUI her two
young children and then crawled in the bed be
tween them and shot herself twice in the chest.
She was found five days later, gravely wounded
and still lying between her dead children.

Defense attorneys and psychiatrists recognize
Mrs. Hall's mental iUness, but the prosecution is
determined to re-try her on a murder charge which
automatically calls for the death penalty. A rust
trial ended in a mis-trial in April 1975.
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