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An inmate at Limestone Correctional Facility int Capshaw, Ala., is shackled to the
“hitching post.”

Center Challenges
Barbaric Prison
Disciplinary Device

P rison inmate Tony Fountain
stands six feet tall, but he
was shackled to a metal horizon-
tal bar at an Alabama prison that
was so low he was forced to
remain in a hunched-over posi-
tion for nine hours.

Already suffering from severe
back pain, Fountain realized that
the laxative he had taken the
night before was beginning to
work. He pleaded with guards to
let him use the toilet, but they
refused. When he could not hold
his bowels any longer, he defe-
cated in his pants.

He remained on the so-called
“hitching post “— chained, soiled,
enraged and humiliated — while
guards laughed and made jokes.

Prison inmates described a
number of abusive incidents like
this one to a federal magistrate
during a trial in October to pro-
hibit the use of the hitching
post. The case was brought by
the Law Center to challenge the
constitutionality of the device,
similar to the pillory that was

banned in the 1800s. The case
grew out of the Center’s 1995
class action to ban chain gangs.
“Like the pillory and the
stocks, the hitching post is a tor-
ture device that should be
banned,” said Center Legal
Director Richard Cohen.

Chaining Inmates

The chain gang claim was
settled when officials agreed to
permanently stop shackling
prison inmates together, but the
state refused to give up the prac-
tice of chaining inmates to the
hitching post.

Inmate Calvin Nix was also
placed on the hitching post at an
Alabama prison. He became so
emotionally distraught that he
suffered a seizure and hung on the
post unconscious, with his wrists
chafed, swollen and numb.

On another occasion, though
unable to walk or stand because
of a back injury, Nix was
dragged to the hitching post and

Please turn to pg. 5, “Center Challenges...”

Center Urges State Officials
"To Shut Down Militia Groups

LARKSBURG, W. Va. — The
Southern Poverty Law Cen-

ter is urging state attorneys gener-
al to enforce laws that prohibit
militias and paramilitary training,
Chief Trial Counsel Morris
Dees made the recommendation
in a letter sent to the chief law
enforcement officers of all 50
states after the October 12
arrests of seven persons connect-
ed to a West Virginia militia
group. The individuals are
accused of plotting to blow up
an FBI facility near Clarksburg,
N onladbaol conspiunaipcen:

structexplosives and transport

them across state lines.

Dees sent a similar letter to the
attorneys general in May 1995
after the bombing of the federal
building in Oklahoma City.

“Since my last letter, we have
witnessed the arrest and prose-
cution of militia members in
many states,” Dees wrote. “Fed-
eral law enforcement agencies
have done a commendable job of

West Virginia militia leader Floyd Raymond Looker was arrested for conspiring to blow

up an FBI facility.

countering the militia threat, but
states also have a role to play.
Aggressive action against militias
by law enforcement officials in
your state will provide addition-
al security for the people you
serve.”

Forty-one states currently
have laws that prohibit member-
ship in militia-type organiza-
tions or ban paramilitary train-
ing activities. West Virginia is
one of the states where militia-

Please turn to pg. 3, “Center Urges..."

South Carolina Church Rebuilds
After Being Destroyed by Fire

B LOOMVILLE, S.C. — While
criminal and civil action
against the individuals who
allegedly burned the Macedonia
Baptist Church continues, mem-
bers of the congregation are
putting the finishing touches on
their new house of worship.

In June 1996, members of the
century-old Macedonia Baptist
Church located in Bloomville,
S.C., celebrated the first services
in their new church. The struc-
ture has been completely refur-
bished, and additional lighting
has been installed to prevent
future attacks. The Southern
Baptist Convention is considering
the donation of an alarm system
to further enhance security.

Fire destroyed the church’s
cinder-block structure in June
1995. Police subsequently arrested
two young men, Timothy A.

Welch and Gary C. Cox, allegedly

members of the Christian Knights
of the Ku Klux Klan, and charged
them with setting the blaze. The
two men pleaded guilty in August

Klan official Arthur Haley, after his
arrest for conspiring to burn the Macedo-
nia Baptist Church in South Carolina.

AP/WIDE WORLD PHOTOS

and implicated two other Chris-
tian Knights members, Arthur
Haley and Hubert Rowell, in the
plan to destroy the church. They
have also been arrested.

Cox and Welch have testified
before a federal grand jury inves-
tigating the fire and are now
awaiting sentencing. Haley and
Rowell are incarcerated in a .
South Carolina jail awaiting trial.

The Southern Poverty Law
Center, acting on behalf of the
church, has sued the four men
and the North Carolina-based
Christian Knights to recover
financial damages caused by the
fire. The Center is also seeking
punitive damages on behalf of
its client.

Additional Details
In October, Center attorneys
added additional details to their
Please turn to pg. 6, “Church Rebuilds...”
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MAILBOX

We recently became acquaint-
ed, through the recommenda-
tion of a family friend, with the
good work being done by the
SPLC. So when your appeal for
Teaching Tolerance arrived, we
were extremely eager to help.

Our friend’s praise, we're
pleased to note, seems to have
been well-founded. Teaching Tol-
erance [magazine] not only
addresses a vital issue; it offers a
creative, well-reasoned solution.
In our view, not many causes can
make that claim. You'll find our
contribution enclosed.

D.&C. R
Milwaukee, Wisc.
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I'am six years old. My brother
and I had a garage sale this sum-
mer. Part of the money we made
is going to charity. I picked yours
because I think people should
get along better and not care
what color someone is.

I.S.
Windemere, Fla.

Thanks for the “One World”
poster materials. As soon as I
received them, teachers were
planning lessons with them.
The activities have promoted
collaboration among teachers,
too — a great model for our
students. ... Thanks for what
you do for children!

M.R.
Corry, Pa.

Earlier this year my wife and I
celebrated our 10th wedding
anniversay. As part of our cele-
bration, we had a church service
and offered the musicians who
performed a modest stipend.
One friend who had sung at the
service sent a letter declining her
stipend, and when I saw her
“Teach Tolerance” return address
sticker, I decided to send the
money to you as a donation.

J.P.
Philadelphia, Pa.

I think your work is extreme-
ly important to our nation. My
mother had to give up her home
last year, and I have assumed
responsibility for her financial
affairs. She is over 90 and now
unable to carry on as before. She
has left a legacy of concern and
involvement in our democratic
process as we would wish to see
it function. [ am continuing, in
her honor and with her convic-

. tion that we must all participate

somehow and support worthy
causes and efforts.
Atlanta, Ga.

I have a new position as Multi-
cultural and Diversity Coordina-
tor; and 'm working with a fan-
tastic group of high school
students in a club we call the
Diversity Student Union. We just
finished our first big activity, Uni-
ty Week, that involved the entire
campus in a number of activities.
In fact, the DSU is looking into
possibly fundraising for other
groups, such as yours.

K.G.
San Jose, Calif.

Thanks for sending me the
[Center video Seeking Justice] to
review. It gives me names, peo-
ple, facts, history — but, most of
all, a way of living life with
diversity. It’s powerful and says
what needs saying and doing. If
our superintendent of schools is
not aware of it, he should be. 1
will get it copied in the next few
days and send it back to you.

J.B.W.
Leesburg, Fla.

Civil Rights Complaint Brings Help
For Learning Disabled in Georgia

hildren with learning dis-

abilities can become acade-
mic achievers if they receive
help, experts say.

Instead of falling behind in
school, they could earn good
grades. Instead of “acting out,”
they could read out

education services. The irony for
disabled students with low ability
measures is that the “discrepan-
cy” between their ability and their
achievement may not seem
“severe” enough.

students in Georgia were 70
percent more likely than black
students to be identified as
learning disabled.

“If black children in Georgia
had been identified at the same
rate as white students, almost
7,000 more blacks would

loud.

Many have trouble
decoding printed words,
understanding verbal
commands or manipu-
lating numbers. With the
aid of specially tailored
educational programs,
they could learn to get
past those barriers.

But first, their specific
learning disabilities must

“If black children in Georgia had
been identified at the same rate
as white students, almost 7,000
more blacks would be receiving

learning disability services.”

— Richard Cohen,
SPLC Legal Director

be receiving learning dis-
ability services,” Cohen
said. “A child with learn-
ing disabilities who
receives these services is
more likely to flourish
than one who is strug-
gling in a regular class-
room without assistance
or languishing in a class
for children with behav-

be properly assessed.

“When children with learning
disabilities do not get the educa-
tional services they need, they
become candidates for failure,”
said Center Legal Director
Richard Cohen. “We want to pre-
vent that from happening”

Children Overlooked
According to a complaint
filed by the Law Center with the
Office of Civil Rights, U.S.
Department of Education,
thousands of children may have
been overlooked or deemed
ineligible for disability services
because of biased guidelines
used to determine if they are
truly disabled. Called the stan-
dard score discrepancy method,
those guidelines require that a
20-point gap or “severe discrep-
ancy” exist between a child’s
measured ability and his actual
performance for the child to be
considered eligible for special

The result is perverse: Georgia
is more likely to focus attention
and resources on the learning dis-
abilities of the more able (as mea-
sured by standardized tests) than
the less able.

Black students are particularly
vulnerable to this form of dis-
crimination, the complaint states.

“Because black students typi-
cally score lower than white stu-
dents on commonly used IQ tests,
it is less likely that the difference
between the ‘ability’-and ‘achieve-
ment’ of black students with
learning disabilities will be labeled
as a ‘severe discrepancy’ using the
standard score method,” the com-
plaint states. It was filed against
the Georgia Department of Edu-
cation in September to stop the
state from using the biased identi-
fication method.

A Center-conducted study of

enrollment data for the 1994-95
school year revealed that white

ioral or mental prob-
lems,” he said.

State Revises Guidelines

In response to the Center’s
complaint, officials with the
Georgia Department of Educa-
tion promised to revise their
identification guidelines to
allow more students to receive
disability services.

“If we can prevent more
children from falling into that
gray area where they can’t get
help because they do not meet

the state’s criteria to receive.it,

the whole community will ben-
efit,” Cohen said. “Since Geor-
gia is not the only state that
uses this flawed identification
method, we have asked the fed-
eral agency responsible for
approving state special educa-
tion plans, the Office of Special
Education Programs of the U.S.
Department of Education, to
prohibit its use in all other
states.”
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Stolen Military Weapons
Go to Terrorist Groups

Deadly weapons are disap-
pearing from U.S. Armed

Forces installations, often wind-
ing up in the hands of anti-gov-
ernment extremists. As fear of
domestic terrorism increases in
the wake of apparent terrorist
bombings in Oklahoma City and
Atlanta, citizens are calling for
tighter control of military explo-
sives and firearms.

An in-depth investigation by
the Dayton Daily News pub-
lished last August turned up
numerous instances of military
equipment and supplies being
stolen from military bases.
According to records from the
four branches of the armed

forces, the
Army base
at Ft.
Bragg,

SKIP PETERSON/DAYTON DALY NEWS

An exploded pipe bomb made with
stolen military materials

N.C., reported the greatest
number of thefts between 1991
and 1994.

The military has reported 100
cases involving the theft of the
powerful explosive C-4, a
favorite weapon of terrorists.
Just 1/2 pound of C-4, a claylike
substance twice as powerful as
dynamite, can bring down an
airliner: Other equipment,
including M-16 rifles, hand
grenades, rocket launchers and
missiles have also disappeared
from bases and are presumed
stolen.

A Market for Weapons
The SPLC’s Klanwatch pro-
ject has been monitoring thefts
of military weapons for years
because white supremacists and
militias often buy military
equipment on the black market.
“Some of these stolen weapons
are no doubt in the hands of
individuals who plan to commit
violence ‘against the U.S. gov-
ernment,” said Klanwatch

Director Joe Roy.
The Daily
News’ story
~identified
several cases
in  which
extremist mili-
tia groups had
come into posses-
sion of stolen material.
In Hendersonville, Tenn.,
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco
and Firearms agents found
crates of military explosives in
a temporary storage shed, along
with photographs of camou-

flaged men participating in
paramilitary training exercises.
One photo shows two men
perched on what appears to be
an armored vehicle equipped
with a machine gun.

While investigating the Ari-
zona Patriots militia, ATF
agents discovered ammunition
for cannons and other weapons
buried in a remote spot north
of Phoenix. According to an
ATF report, the Arizona mili-
tia’s members are believed to
include “unidentified National
Guardsmen and police.”

Targeting Soldiers

Extremist groups frequently
target military personnel for
recruitment because they have
access to weapons. In 1991, two
active-duty soldiers, who were
part of a white supremacist group
known as the Knights of the New
Order, were indicted on 16 counts
of weapons violations. The sol-
diers had taken a vast arsenal of
weapons from two military bases,

The Center’s Klanwatch staff
recommends several steps the
military might take to address the
problem; including a thorough
audit of missing inventory, better
training of troop leaders who
transport weapons, and tighter
inventory procedures. Klanwatch
also advocates federal legislation
to regulate the dissemination of
dangerous substances used to
make bombs and a campaign by
the FBI and ATF to educate all
components of the criminal jus-
tice system on the seriousness of
the bomb menace,

Center Urges State O

Continued from page 1

type organizations are illegal. The
West Virginia Mountaineer Mili-
tia and its members were never
prosecuted under the statute,
though the group had been train-
ing as a military unit for at least a
year prior to the arrests.

Some attorneys general have
shied away from enforcement of
anti-militia laws, fearing that
they violate the right of free
association. Dees pointed out in
his letter that courts have consis-
tently upheld governments that
shut down paramilitary training
operations, “If you have any con-
cerns about the wording of the
law in your state, I would suggest
that you introduce legislation to
update your statute,” he wrote.

Undercover Operation

The West Virginia arrests
capped a month-long undercov-
er operation conducted by the
FBI; Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco

and Firearms; and West Virginia
State Police. Floyd Raymond
Looker, 52, the leader of the
West Virginia Mountaineer Mili-
tia, was charged with explosives
violations and selling structural
and electrical plans of the FBI/
Criminal Justice Information
Services complex to an under-
cover agent.

A Clarksburg firefighter, James
R. Rogers, 40, made photographs
of the facility’s blueprints and
provided them to Looker, accord-
ing to federal authorities. He was
arrested for his role in the plot, as
were five other individuals con-
nected to the militia.

Charged with manufacturing
explosives were a licensed explo-
sives technician, Edward F.
“Fred” Moore, 52, and a chemi-
cal engineer, Jack Arland
Phillips, 57. Terrell P. Coon, 46,
another member of the Moun-
taineer Militia, was charged with
transporting explosives.

-

qcials

Powerful and Deadly

Two Ohio men, James M.
Johnson, 48, and Imam A,
Lewis, 26, allegedly sold 1,000
explosive devices to Looker for
$15,000. Looker then sold them
to an undercover FBI agent,
according to federal authorities.
The devices consisted of flash
powder and a low-level explo-
sive, packed in containers that
could be wrapped with BBs or
nails to become fragmentation
grenades.

“This group was dealing
with very powerful explosives
that would have been deadly if
used against a government
facility. Fortunately, federal
authorities prevented a tragedy
from taking place. If the state’s
laws against militia activities
had been enforced, however,
these individuals could have
been arrested much earlier,”
Dees said, commenting on the
need for state action.

Bullard’s New Book

Earns Accolades

NEw YORK — Since its Sep-
tember publication, Teach-
ing Tolerance founding director
Sara Bullard’s latest book has

received a major

award and a number
of favorable reviews.
Teaching Tolerance:
Raising Open-Mind-
ed, Empathetic Chil-
dren helps parents —
and all adults who
care for youngsters
— understand how
children learn preju-
dice and how they
can be guided toward tolerance.

The book has been cited by
Parents’ Choice for a 1996 Par-
enting Shelf Honor. Diana Huss
Green, editor in chief of the
non-profit guide to family
resources, describes Teaching
Tolerance as “an informative but
never preachy read, ... a boon
for parents. Learning to live
comfortably with all kinds of
people is a necessary survival
skill for today’s kids.”

An early review in Publish-
er’s Weekly states, “More
thought-provoking than pre-
scriptive, Bullard’s reasoned

‘and persuasive essay offers con-

vincing inspiration for parents
to serve as open-minded mod-
els for their children.” The
Washington Post called the book
“complex, hardhitting, yet won-
derfully compassionate.”

Dr. Alvin Poussaint, clinical
professor of psychiatry at Harvard
University, says in his foreword,
“[This book] is not about being
politically correct; it is about
embracing respect for all people

&%
teaching

Iulcruncu

saTH Lll:l-l "

who have differences based on
race, religion, gender, sexual ori-
entation, disabilities, class or oth-
er circumstances. ... [It] is an

excellent presentation
. of a program for the
prevention of preju-
dice. We should take
it to heart.”

In a second fore-
word, Center Co-

Founder Morris
Dees emphasizes
Bullard’s unique

qualifications for
writing a book on
tolerance for parents. Her father,
Jack Bullard, was the minister of
one of the first Southern Baptist
churches to open its doors to
African Americans. Ms. Bullard
followed his example of social
activism during her high school
and college careers. She began
working full time in the field of
human rights in 1985, investi-
gating white supremacist activity
for the State of North Carolina
and, later, for the SPLC.

Bullard started the Center’s
Teaching Tolerance project in
1991 and directed it until May
1996. Today, as the project

-approaches-its fifth-anniversary,

teachers, students, parents and
educational organizations nation-
wide attest to the exceptional
quality and usefulness of Teach-
ing Tolerance magazine and the
video-and-text kits sent free to
schools.

Teaching Tolerance: Raising
Open-Minded, Empathetic Chil-
dren, published by Doubleday
($21.95), is available in book-
stores nationwide.

TEACHING TOLERANCE UPDATE
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Dees Presents Law Center’s

Message of "Tolerance

enter co-founder Morris

Dees continues to spread
the messages of tolerance and
equal justice in speaking engage-
ments from coast to coast. Con-
cern about militia violence —
generated by several nationally
publicized incidents and the
release of Dees’ most recent
book, Gathering Storm — has put
the Center’s Chief Trial Counsel
in high demand.

Dees has been making as
many as a dozen presentations
each month. This fall, his speak-
ing tour included stops in New
York, San Francisco, Indianapolis
and Austin to talk with human
rights groups, state bar associa-
tions and students at a number
of colleges and universities. Dees
also addressed media organiza-
tions in Denver and Los Angeles,
where he discussed the growing
threat of the militia movement.

Visible Zealots

In a speech before the Los
Angeles Press Club in October,
Dees cautioned journalists not
to “miss the boat” on the militia
story. Highly visible zealots of
the Patriot movement, such as
Militia of Montana founder
John Trochmann, don’t present
the greatest danger, he warned.
“When the public hears about
characters like Trochmann, they
say, ‘These guys are bozos,
they’'re kooks, and the public
discounts them as kooks. But so
do the real leaders of the militia
movement,” Dees said.

Dees added that he worries far
more about less visible, but more
effective, movement organizers

JILL JARSULIC/COLLEGIAN

hate crimes and the need for inclusiveness,

such as Louis Beam. The Aryan
Nations “ambassador at large”
and a former Klansman, Beam
advocates “leaderless resistance,” a
plan of action that calls for small
bands of terrorists to use guerrilla
tactics to subvert the U.S. Govern-
ment. Dees pointed out that peo-
ple should be most concerned
with these more insidious groups.

Rather than alerting the public
to this threat, the media has
helped perpetuate the idea that
groups like the Arizona Vipers,
who were recently arrested for
weapons and explosives violations
in Phoenix, are “just a bunch of
weekend soldiers and all this talk
about blowing up buildings is just
so much hype,” Dees said. “Well, I
guarantee you,” he added, “that if
they had arrested Timothy
McVeigh [accused of planting the
Oklahoma City bomb] and who-
ever else was with him because

Chief trial counsel Morris Dees lectures at Kansas State University on the origins of

some government informant
heard they were going to blow up
a building, somebody would have
said, “Well, the government is
overreacting; they weren’t going
to do any such thing!”

Lethal Activities

Thwarting these groups’

potentially lethal activities
requires that we first take them
seriously, Dees told reporters
and editors, He urged the media
to pay closer attention to the
paramilitary movement and to
help the public recognize that
these militia groups represent a
real threat to public safety in this
country.

Dees will continue his rigorous
schedule in the next few months,
with presentations scheduled in
Michigan, Arizona, Oklahoma,
Rhode Island, Towa and Missouri,
among other states.

Law Fellow Joins Legal Department

he Legal Department is

pleased to welcome Law
Fellow Brian Owsley to the Cen-
ter. Since joining the staff in Sep-
tember, Owsley has helped attor-
neys prepare for the hitching
post trial and a death penalty
challenge.

“We're delighted that Brian
has joined our legal team,” said
Senior Staff Attorney Rhonda
Brownstein. “He has experience
in areas that others here do not.
He also has a strong academic
background.”

An honors undergraduate
from the University of Notre
Dame, Owsley received his law

«degree in 1993 from Columbia
University School of Law. As a
Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar, he
participated in various legal
societies, including the Colum-
bia Society of International Law.
He served as a member of the
Columbia Journal of Gender
and Law and as executive editor

of the Columbia Human Rights
Law Review.

Owsley was awarded a Cer-
tificate with Honors from the
Parker School of Foreign and
Comparative Law in 1993 and
earned a Master of International
Affairs dgree from Columbia’s

Brian Owsley

School of International and
Public Affairs in 1994.

After clerking for a federal
judge in the Southern District of
Texas the same year, he joined

Human Rights Watch as the
Leonard H. Sandler Fellow. He
recently completed a second
clerkship with the United States
Court of Appeals for the Sixth
Circuit in Nashville, Tenn.

Owsley has written articles on
racist speech, human rights
abuses, environmental issues and
foreign policy for the Syracuse
Journal of International Law and
Commerce, Touro International
Law Review and the Human
Rights Watch World Report.

“I wanted to work at a civil
rights organization such as the
Southern Poverty Law Center to
learn important litigation skills,”
Owsley said. “I believe working
with the Center’s attorneys will
provide me with excellent train-
ing and enable me to help peo-
ple truly in need.

“Ideally, I would like to teach
at a law school and take on cases
involving civil and human rights
issues.”

Fleming Joins Teaching
"Tolerance as Writer

Teaching Toler-
ance welcomed
a new staff writer
in October. Maria
Fleming, a former
resident of Brook-
lyn, N.Y., will assist
with the writing
and editing of
Teaching Tolerance
magazine as well as
help produce the
project’s video-and-
text Kits.

Fleming, who
earned her Bachelor
of Arts in English from Rutgers
University, worked as a freelance
education writer and editor for
the past five years. During this
time, she wrote and edited a
number of books for teachers,
developed curriculum materials,
and edited books and magazines
for children. Most recently, she
developed and launched a pri-
mary-grade multicultural litera-
ture program for Scholastic, Inc.

Prior to freelancing, Fleming
held staff positions at Scholastic
in the magazine and professional

Maria Fleming

publishing divisions, and at Ran-
dom House, Inc., in the juvenile
books division. Early in her
career, she was a reporter for a
daily city newspaper in New Jer-
sey, where she wrote about edu-
cation issues.

“I’ve worked on a wide vari-
ety of educational materials, but
I've seen none more impressive
or inspiring than Teaching Toler-
ance, Fleming commented. “I'm
pleased to be contributing to
such a valuable — and beautiful
— resource for educators.”
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"Teaching Tolerance
Materials Used In

NOXVILLE, Tenn. — Students
t two middle schools in
Knoxville, Tenn., are learning
valuable lessons about discrimi-
nation and acceptance, thanks to
Teaching Tolerance materials and
their teachers” commitment to
social justice.

Donna Hardy is a language
arts teacher at Bearden Middle
School, where the student popula-
tion, while predominantly white,
is becoming more ethnically
diverse. As a Center supporter,
Hardy is familiar with the Teach-
ing Tolerance materials and uses
them often in her classroom. One
of her colleagues, Shirley Walker,
is a language arts teacher at Vine
Middle, a predominantly black
school across town. Walker also
uses ideas from Teaching Tolerance
magazine in her curriculum.

Building Understanding

During the summer of 1995,
Hardy and Walker got together to
brainstorm ideas for the next
school year. As they talked, Hardy
recalls, “we realized that students
from our respective schools had
stereotyped the other school
without knowing anything about
each other. We decided to make
changes — to put Dr. [Martin
Luther| King’s dream into reality.”

Using Teaching Tolerance
materials as a foundation, the
teachers planned a project to

Knoxville Middle Sch

Knoxville, Tenn., teachers Donna Hardy (1) and Shirley Walker plan a year-long unit based on Teaching Tolerance materials.

build understanding between
their schools. It began with a let-
ter-writing exchange so students
from the two schools could get to
know one another. During the
next school year, the teachers used
Teaching Tolerance magazine and
The Shadow of Hate video-and-

_text kit in their classrooms.

From the textbook Us and
Them, Hardy had her students
read and discuss the story “Ghost
Dance at Wounded Knee” before
they attended a play about Native
Americans. She incorporated the
story “A Rose for Charlie,” about
the murder of a young gay man
in Maine, into discussions about
name-calling based on sexual ori-
entation. The class also viewed
the video from the Shadow kit
and discussed the various mani-
festations of intolerance in our
society.

In February, Hardy arranged
to have a retired educator speak
to the 8th grade classes at both
schools. Dr. Leon Bass, an African
American World War II veteran
who helped liberate people from
concentration camps in central
Europe during the Nazi regime,
eloquently described the Holo-
caust and the discrimination he
had faced in America as a black
man. After Dr. Bass’ visit to Bear-
den, one 8th grader wrote: “Ever
since your speech, I have tried not
to be as mean as | was, not to be

mean to people because of how

they dress or talk. Also not to clas-
sify people into certain groups. |

will try more to be better”

In April, the students from
Bearden and Vine met for the
first time at Vine Middle School.
After some initial shyness, the
teenagers relaxed and enjoyed
field trips to places of interest,
including the Beck Cultural
Exchange, Knoxville’s black his-
torical center. Over lunch at Pizza
Hut, new friendships were
formed.

New Insight

By the end of school, many
students indicated they had
gained new insight into the
effects of prejudice and discrimi-
nation. One student stated, “This
[unit] has really helped me to
learn about many different peo-
ple and how we have to start get-
ting along.”

Ms. Hardy comments, “The
exchange program and other
activities allowed Ms. Walker
and me to give 60 students
some basics in acceptance and
tolerance.

“We are so appreciative of the
Teaching Tolerance materials,
which we use every chance we
get, It is our dream that these stu-
dents will take the messages to
heart and help make our world a
better place.”

Center Challenges Barbaric Prison Disciplinary Device

Continued from page 1

handcuffed while sitting in a
chair with his arms extended
outward and up. Three hours
later, they removed him from the
post and took him by wheelchair
to the prison hospital. He
remained there five days.

In addition to the inmates,
five nationally recognized cor-
rections experts testified that

Alabama is the only state that
uses the hitching post and that
the practice violates national
and international standards for
the treatment of prisoners.
Norman Carlson, the former
director of the Bureau of Pris-
ons which oversees all federal
prisons, called the hitching post
“intolerable,” while Allen Breed,
the former director of the

National Institute of Correc-
tions, described its use as “con-
trary to every humane way of
dealing with prisoners in this
country.” Norval Morris, one
of the foremost authorities in
the world on corrections and
correctional practices, com-
pared it to a device used in
South Africa to control black
prisoners under apartheid.

SPL.C Honored
With Awards

he SPLC received two awards

this fall for its commitment
to civil rights work and tolerance
education. In November, the Eli-
jah P. Lovejoy Memorial in Alton,
I1L., presented the Center with the
Lovejoy Human Rights Award.
The Simon Wiesenthal Center,
headquartered in Los Angeles,
Calif,, honored the SPLC with the
Intergroup Tolerance and Under-
standing Award in October.

The Lovejoy Award is named
for Elijah P. Lovejoy, a journalist
and vocal abolitionist who was
killed by a mob in 1837 for his
views against slavery. In 1900,
Alton and the state of Illinois built
a memorial to pay tribute to
Lovejoy and to remind the com-
munity to live up to the ideals for
which he stood.

President and Board Chair
Joseph J. Levin Jr. said that when
he traveled to Alton to receive the
award on behalf of the SPLC, he
was struck by the parallels
between the Lovejoy Memorial
and the Center’s Civil Rights
Memorial, a link which made the
award particularly meaningful.
“Both memorials were built to
honor the dead, but also to
instruct the living,” Levin noted.
He pointed out that, like Elijah P.
Lovejoy, the 40 people whose
names are inscribed on the Civil
Rights Memorial may have been
silenced by murder, but the mes-
sage of their lives and deaths still
speaks volumes to us today.

Earlier this fall, Levin trav-
eled to Miami, Fla., to receive
the Intergroup Tolerance and
Understanding Award. The
award was presented at a con-
ference on hate in America. The
conference, which Levin also
spoke at, was sponsored by the
Simon Wiesenthal Center, Flori-
da Memorial College and the
Metropolitan Dade County
Community Relations Board.

The Simon Wiesenthal Center
is a human rights organization
named for the Nazi death camp
survivor who has dedicated his
life to documenting the crimes
of the Holocaust and to hunting
down Nazi war criminals.

“We thought that it was
appropriate to highlight the
work of the Southern Poverty
Law Center because we're inter-
ested in not only telling people
about the problems of hate and
bigotry, but also in telling peo-
ple about the positive things
that are being done to fight
intolerance in communities,”
said Rabbi Abraham Cooper,
assistant dean of the Simon
Wiesenthal Center.

Levin expressed the SPLC’s
gratitude in receiving the
award. “The Wiesenthal Center
is known internationally for its
efforts to promote tolerance
and seek justice,” Levin said. “Tt
is a great honor to be recog-
nized by such a distinguished
and important organization.”
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Holiday Gifts Benefit
Law Center’s Work

here’s still time for support-

ers to include the SPLC in
their year-end giving. The Cen-
ter offers many gift options for
supporters who wish to remem-
ber persons during the holiday
season or to fulfill philanthropic
or financial goals.

Cash gifts are the most conve-
nient and popular form of giving.
These gifts immediately benefit
the Center’s current projects,
including the distribution of
Teaching Tolerance’s “One World”
poster series and the ongoing
legal work in the South Carolina
church-burning lawsuit. Support-
ers making cash contributions
also receive a 1996 charitable
deduction of up to 50 percent of
their adjusted gross income.

Another timely gift for 1996
is appreciated securities. Record
highs in the stock market enable
supporters to maximize their

gifts and realize capital gains tax
savings that may never be
greater. If securities have been
held for more than one year,
supporters can deduct gifts of
appreciated assets at their cur-
rent fair market value. This char-
itable deduction can be up to 30
percent of a supporter’s adjusted
gross income.

Charitable gift annuities are
the Center’s most common life
income vehicle. Supporters estab-
lish charitable gift annuities to
provide long-term financial help
for the Center’s work. In return,
these gifts guarantee fixed life
income for donors and named
beneficiaries and offer significant
charitable deductions. The chart
below illustrates sample rates and
charitable deductions for single
and joint life annuities.

Charitable gift annuity rates
are based on age(s). The mini-

Being Destroyed by Fire

Continued from page 1

complaint against the four men
and the Christian Knights.
According to the lawsuit, Haley,
Rowell, Welch and Cox met at
Haley’s residence to discuss
burning a church attended by
black parishioners. Haley target-
ed Macedonia Baptist Church
and provided Cox and Welch
with the materials they needed
to start the fire, according to the
lawsuit. “Rowell mixed the flam-
mable liquids in a plastic jug and
instructed Cox and Welch how
to use the mixture to set the
Church afire,” the suit states.

The lawsuit alleges that
Haley is an officer in the Klan
organization.

Increased concern for the safe-
ty of the rebuilt church is an
unfortunate, but inevitable, out-
growth of the 1995 arson.

The Church’s pastor, the Rev.
James Mouzon, was unaware of
the extent of Klan activity in the
area prior to the blaze, but he has
since learned of other incidents
perpetrated by the . white

supremacist group. He feels
somewhat safer after the addition
of security features to the build-
ing but remains concerned about
the potential for Klan violence,

Arson Arrests

Macedonia was one of dozens
of black churches, primarily in
the South, struck by arson in the
last several years. Investigators at
the Klanwatch Project of the
Southern Poverty Law Center
have identified over 30 suspi-
cious fires that took place from
the latter part of 1995 to the
middle of 1996.

A number of arrests have
been made since the Justice
Department formed a joint task
force in February to respond to
the outbreak. The task force is
comprised of agents from the
FBI and the Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco and Firearms, as well
as officials from state and local
law enforcement agencies. In
the last three months alone,
over 30 suspected arsonists

. have been arrested.

mum gift is $5,000. Please con-
tact the Center’s Planned Giving
Department for more details.

Any gift to the SPLC can be
designated to honor or com-
memorate a person or an occa-
sion. If supporters would like to
recognize loved ones or friends
through contributions to the
Center, simply complete the In
Honor/In Memory form on
page 7. Acknowledgment cards
will be sent notifying the per-
son(s) of these meaningful
gifts.

To qualify as a charitable
deduction for 1996, supporters’
gift envelopes must be post-
marked by Dec. 31. The Cen-
ter’s staff is available to assist
with year-end contributions.
Please contact the Planned Giv-
ing Department at (334) 264-
0286 if you have questions or
need additional information.

Janet Brown (1) and Judy Lampley

New Faces in Fundraising

udy Lampley, a native of

Riverdale, N.J., recently joined
the Center’s Fundraising Depart-
ment as Planned Giving Assis-
tant. Lampley holds a Bachelor’s
Degree in Business Administra-
tion from Marymount College
and a Law Degree from George
Washington University.

In her position, Lampley con-
tacts supporters who have
expressed an interest in making
a planned gift to the Center
through their will or estate
plans. “It's exciting to talk with
donors about the Center’s work
and to help them bring their gift
plans to fruition,” Lampley said.
“I'am proud to have a part in the
SPLC’s work against racism and
discrimination.”

Janet Brown, who joined
Fundraising in October 1995 as

a part-time Donor Relations
Assistant, became a permanent
staffer last June. Brown attended
Wallace Community College in
Selma, Ala., where she studied
Business Administration. She
recently completed the Court
Reporting program at Prince
Institute of Professional Studies
in Montgomery. Brown has
served in the Army National
Guard for seven years, complet-
ing tours of duty at several bases
in the U.S., as well as in Saudi
Arabia and Panama.

Brown speaks with support-
ers by phone ecach day and per-
forms various clerical duties. “1
strongly believe in equal rights
for everyone, and I am pleased
to work for an organization that
is doing so much to ensure those
rights,” she said.

Anne L. Abrahamson
Nova Bartlett

Franklin Batdorf

Elsa Bay

Thomas & Gladys Bennett
Wesley A. Bissey

Thelma Brackett
Florence Brecher
Alexander H. Carrington
George M. Carter

Ruth Anne Champion
Elaine W. Cogswell
Dudley Cooper

Grace A. Curtis

Miriam Erony

Rebecca Fletcher

Ruth Gallos

Henry Geldzahler

Anne Greene

DLequestsy ;
%‘c}”m

Sougust 1995 lo July 1996

D uring this holiday season, the Center pays tribute to the memory of the following supporters
and gratefully acknowledges their bequests to further the Center’s work.
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Mabel Shannon
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Harriet Eklund

Edward E Fischer
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William A. Goolsby
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Torrien Graves

Stanley Grean

Edmund M. Greenwald
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Dr. Keith Richwine
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Edward Segal
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Bill Wilson
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CENTER VISITORS

e

Longtime donor Frances McLaughlin visited the Center in October with her sister and
brother-in-law from Scotland. Pictured are: (1 to r) Edward Ashworth, Director of
Operations; Margaret and Pat Cox; McLaughlin; and Joe Roy, Klanwatch Director.

From the Stafl of the
Southern %mfﬁﬁf/ Conten

IN MEMORIAM

Klanwatch staffers Tawanda Shaw (1) and Melissa Penn (c) visit with donor Lea Goodman.

Partners for the Future

A Way to Help More Than You Thought You Could

he Southern Poverty Law Center has established a planned giving program called Partners
for the Future. By participating in Partners for the Future through wills and other special gifts,
Center donors can extend their support for equality and justice beyond their own lifetimes.

If you plan to or have already remembered the Center in your will or estate plans, please help the
Center update its records by sending a letter to the
address below.

With the goal of eventually freeing
itself from the uncertainties of
fundraising, the Center decided to
establish a permanent endowment
large enough to sustain the Center’s
operations for many years to come.

The Center’s goal for the Endow-
ment is $100 million, two-thirds of
which has been attained. With your help
through Partners for the Future, we hope to ?
reach our goal in the next decade. Approximately 10 per-
cent of Center support is applied annually to the endowment. The Endowment Fund is a “pact with
future generations” that will help ensure resources for the Center’s work well into the 21st century.
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0 The Center is already included in my will or estate plans. Please enroll me as a Partner for the Future.
U Pm interested in becoming a Partner for the Future.

Please send me information on:
2 wills O Charitable Remainder Trusts U Retirement Plans
[ Securities O Charitable Lead Trusts ) Insurance Policies

Please send me personalized, confidential calculations on the life income option(s) selected using
the following birthdate(s) and theoretical gift:

O Charitable Gift Annuities/Fixed Income Option
O Pooled Income Funds/Variable Income Option
DatelS)ofBisthe —— = o F_ e -
$ [ Cash 0 Securities (3 ) Cost Basis

fomelmeen i b So ) CRaN e U rie for e L SLTREE, SR o s T
Addrets e =—— =
City/State/Zip . e el T e WAt
[)iPleaseiconitiet o ataiesiie. - . ) 5 . S eieecs 7

Mail to: Partners for the Future - The Southern Poverty Law Center - P.0. Box 548 - Montgomery AL 36101-0548
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