
~ to white people."
~ The raids began on Septem-
00

~ ber 1 and lasted for several weeks.
They were ostensibly intended to
locate undocum~nted immigrants
who worked at a poultry plant in
Stillmore, a town of about 1,000
people in Emanuel County.

But rather than conduct a raid
only at the plant, dozens of agents
fanned out across residential ar
eas in three counties - stopping
motorists, breaking into homes
and threatening people with tear

-gas and guns. Hundreds were ter
rorized. Many actually fled into
the woods.

"These kinds of dragnet tactics
are completely inconsistent with
our constitutional guarantees,"
said Mary Bauer, director of the
Center's Immigrant Justice Proj
ect and attorney for the plaintiffs.
"Just because you are poor and
have brown skin doesn't mean
you don't have rights under the
law. We want to make sure this
doesn't happen again."

Bauer said hundreds of resi
dents were (continued on page 4)
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warrants, and started rounding .
up people - citizens and non
citizens alike - merely because
they had brown skin. Imagine
the fallout if this had happened

could occur in America today,"
said Morris Dees, Center found
er and chief trial counsel. "These
ICE agents swooped into town,
armed with everything but search

Marie justeen Mancha tells reporters at a news conference about her terrifying experience with
immigration officers. With her are her mother, Maria Christina Martinez (from left), also a
plaintiffin the Center's lawsuit, Atlanta attorney Brian Spears and Center chief trial counsel
Morris Dees. Both justeen and her mother are u.s. citizens.

Christina Martinez, was
born in Florida. They and
three other U.S. citizens
of Mexican descent, also
terrorized by U.S. Immi
gration and Customs En-

, forcement (ICE) agents in
a massive series of raids in
southeast Georgia, filed a
federal lawsuit on Nov. I
against ICE.

The lawsuit, brought
by the Center, charges
that ICE agents illegally
detained, searched and
harassed Latinos solely
because of their appear
ance - in violation of
their Fourth and Fifth
Amendment rights 
during an extensive cam
paign to drive them out
of the area.

A sixth plaintiff is a
landlord who suffered
damage to his rental properties
when ICE agents broke into nu
merous trailers that were rented
by Latinos.

"It's outrageous that this

One morning in Septem
ber, IS-year-old Marie

Justeen Mancha was alone in
her bedroom, getting ready forI
school, when she heard strange
men shouting and yelling. She
rushed into the living room and
found herself surrounded by
immigration agents who had
burst into her home. With her
mother away on an errand, she
was terrified.

"One was holding a gun:' Man
cha said, "and that really scared
me. And they were screaming 'il
legals' and 'Mexicans' and stuff
like that. And they asked me if I
was illegal, and I said, 'No.'''

Mancha, a wisp of a girl who
speaks with a gentle Southern
accent, said the agents asked if
her mother was in the U.S. ille
gally. "I was scared they were go
ing to take her," she said, "even
though she's from here. It scar~d
me," Mancha said. "I thought
me being born in the U.S., they
couldn't do this."

Mancha is a U.S. citizen, born
in Texas. Her mother, Maria

Center sues federal immigration agency
Residents terrorized as unlawful raids sweep rural Georgia
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Millions ofstudents 'Mix It Up' across the nation

Second-graders Ashley Xiao and Briana Craumer sit together at the table for students
with May birthdays at Spring Grove Elementary in Hanover, Pennsylvania, on Mix It Up
at Lunch Day.

W INSTON-SALEM, N.C. - The
little boy with the sand

colored hair looked uncertain
as he left the lunch-line at Hal1
Woodward Elementary, clutching
a plastic tray of French-toast sticks
and tater tots. He paused and eyed
a table near the front of the caf
eteria. A teacher's voice rose above
the din: "Find someone you don't
normally sit with!"

So the boy kept walking, all
the way to the opposite side of
the room, where a teacher spotted
him and directed him to a table of
girls. "Go ahead and sit here:' she
told him. He looked at the empty
seat next to a girl from another
class. And then he shook his head.
"I don't think she wants me to sit
there, that's the thing:' he said.

The girl paused her conversa
tion with the girls sitting across
from her and looked up at the

boy. "Hey:' she said, "what's your
favorite movie?" The boy smiled,
set down his lunch tray and
leaned into the conversation.

These youngsters were among
the 4 million students in more
than 10,000 schools to participate

in the Center's fifth annual Mix It
Up at Lunch Day program on No
vember 14. On the Day, students
are asked to sit with someone new
at lunch. In the process, they learn
to appreciate human differences.

"One of the best ways to be-

~ come more tolerant is to spend
~ time with different kinds of
~ people:' said Tafeni English, Mix
~ It Up's director. "Too often, stu-
~
~ dents stay in their own groups
~ and never take the time to get to

know new people. The Day helps
students break out of their com
fort zones."

Bringing down the walls be
tween different groups of stu
dents is exactly what the Mix It
Up program aims to accomplish.
Last year, a survey of organizers
showed that the Day helps raise
awareness about social boundar
ies in schools, successfully gets
students talking with new people
and even fosters new friendships
across group lines.

During the 2006-2007 school
year, Mix It Up will work to keep
schools engaged beyond the one
day event.

"Our research tells us that the
program is most powerful when
students 'Mix It Up' throughout
the year," said English.

Many schools already have
committed to additional Mix It
Up lunches, while others have
pledged to use the thematic
monthly lessons' provided in this
year's Mix It Up Planner, which
was sent free of charge to every
school that participated in Mix
Day. Some are designing their
own follow-up programs, to be
funded by the program's grants
initiative.

Hall-Woodward principal Es
sie McKoy acknowledged the
value of Mix. "Programs like Mix
It Up are important because they
help us learn to celebrate the di
versity that we have," she said.
"We are so much more alike than
we are different."
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Realism, compassion lacking in immigration debate

MAILBOX

We must ensure that immigrants
are not exploited for profit and are not
subjected to violence and hate.

trees on giant timber plantations
in the South or fill other low
wage jobs. Many lured here find
only broken promises, pain and
misery. Unscrupulous companies
routinely cheat immigrants out

creation of a virtual police state
built on racial profiling. The pO
tential for human rights viola
tions is enormous.

Even if we could enforce a
.mass deportation, it would have
severe economic consequences,
as undocumented workers now
make up nearly 5 percent of the
U.S. labor force. And, with fami
lies being literally ripped apart,
the human suffering would be
incalculable.

We can stop the mass flow of
economic refugees, but we must
start by promoting economic
policies designed not solely to ex
tract profits from Mexico but to
help our long-troubled neighbor
strengthen its communities and
build an economy that will sus
tain its people.

At home, we must reject the
apocalyptic fantasies of political
demagogues and the depraved ap
peals of white supremacists who
seek to inflame racial passions.

We must ensure that immi
grants, regardless oftheir statUs, are
not exploited for profit and are not
subjected to violence and hate.

We must stand for justice and
tolerance on behalf of those who
have left behind broken commu
nities to seek a better future for
their families. Whether we can
muster the courage and wisdom
to do this will be a true test of the
American spirit.

D.H.
Holbrook, Arizona

Your center is contributing exceutional
work to the social make-up ofour coumry. I
am so impressed with the resources that you
have made possible around the country and
with the work and dedication of Mr. Dees
all these years. Rather than receive a Christ
mas gift in a teacher exchange at school, I
have asked the individual who has drawn
my name to make a contribution to your
center instead. The amount won't be much,
but your center stands as a beacon of light
for so many. Thank you so much for all that
you do!

VY. D.
Portsmouth, Ohio

I used Starting Small this semester with
pre-service teacher education students here
at Northland Pioneer College in northeast
ern Arizona. I had so much success and was
able to fully engage the students. I found
that the book is far superior to the many
"textbooks" available that cover the topics
of diversity.

and understanding.
I used A Place at the Table and Mighty

Times at a previous church and look for
ward to sharing all the Teaching Tolerance
resources here at St. Joan of Arc between the
day school and religious education program.

Your very existence is a sign that there is
a force for good working in our world.

M.E.
Nashotah, Wisconsin

- is not a realistic option. Arrest
ing, detaining and then deport
ing such a vast number of people
would cost U.S. taxpayers hun
dreds of billions, if not trillions,
of dollars and would require the

of their rightful
pay or force them
to work in unsafe
conditions, know
ing they have little
recourse.

As a nation, we
can and should do
better. We should
greet immigrants
with compassion
and treat them
with dignity.

And we must
seek realistic solutions. As we've
seen repeatedly in these first years
of this new century, belligerence
and ideological rigidity do not
work.

Rounding unauthorized immi
grants up and throwing them out
of the country - a notion favored
by many conservative pundits

I just wanted to send a huge thank you
to all of the people at Teaching Tolerance
for the amazing classroom materials you
make available to educators. I sent away for
pretty much every resource that relates to
my grade level- I'm an 8th grade language
arts teacher - to use both in my classroom
and during advisory time. I was so over
whelmed with the amount of information
and resources I received, I had them placed
in the professional section of our library so
that all of the teachers in our building can
benefit. Thank you so much - from every
one at Eyer Middle School!

IA.
Macungie, Pennsylvania

Our Teaching Tolerance materials arrived
yesterday! Thank you for this extraordinary
gift to help us in our teaching of tolerance

K.B.
Hoover, Alabama

cannot wait to develop my curriculum us
ing these materials.

Receiving these videos, at no cost, will
enhance my ability to bring quality mate
rials to my students. In my excitement this
morning I ran to my principal and showed
him all that I had received, and he had just
seen one of the videos last night in his class
that he is taking at UAB. He said that it was
wonderful and it would be something the
students would benefit from watching.

Again, thank you for offering these mate
rials to us. Please know that they will be put
to very good use in my classes.

der. They make :::j

hotel beds and §
""help put food on ~

America's tables.
They process
poultry and work
in construction,
making products
and services less
expensive for all
of us. Yet, they are
vilified just for be

ing here and are Richard Cohen
increasingly at risk
of physical violence from border
vigilantes and racist thugs.

Yes, many cross the border il
legally, in search of a better way
of life. But tens of thousands of
Latino "guest workers" are re
cruited each year by major U.S.
corporations seeking cheap labor
to harvest vegetables, plant pine

The Center does excellent, effective and
committed work as reflected in your recent
lawsuit [against Katrina contractor Belfor]
that brought positive results. I have been a
contributor for many years because I sin
cerely and passionately believe in the works
and efforts of the Center.

p.B.

Sedona, Arizona

Today I received my requested materi
als on Teaching Tolerance and was over
whelmed with them. I am teaching a new
elective class at our alternative school that is
entitled "History Through Media" and have
had very few materials to work with until
your package arrived. I am so excited and

H.K
Atlanta, Georgia

IVY.
Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania

Thank you for taking up the cause of
immigrant labor in New Orleans! With so
much immigrant-bashing going on - par
ticularly here in Arizona - it is so great to
hear good news for a change!

You have my deepest respect for the work
you are doing. I am retired and live on a
modest fixed income, but while I am not a
big contributor, I am a consistent one. I also
send your Teaching Tolerance publications
to our local high school. We must expose
our young people to these ideas. In these
troubled times, your achievements and your
message mean so much. Thank you!

Perhaps the most striking thing
about our national debate

over immigration is the utter lack
of attention to the root causes of
mass migration from Mexico or
to the moral dimensions of the
injustice and human tragedy that
is unfolding before our eyes.

Mexicans and other Latinos
have been coming to our country
for more than a century - lured
by businesses seeking cheap labor
and by government policies that
promote temporary work pro
grams.

This migration accelerated
greatly in the 1990s, in part be
cause of the devastating impact
on Mexican agricultural work
ers from the North American
Free Trade Agreement. About
two-thirds of the 12 million un
documented immigrants in our
country have arrived since 1995,
shortly after NAFTA took effect.
The vast majority of unauthor
ized im~igrants, about eight
in 10, are from Latin American
countries. And three-fourths of
those are Mexican.

Today, these immigrants are
among the most abused, exploit
ed and denigrated people in our
society.

Like the Irish of the mid-1800s
and other waves of immigrants
that have arrived on our shores,
they provide the muscle at the
lowest rung of our economic lad-
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Center report details dangerous
shifts in racist skinhead movement

Independent neo-Nazi skinhead crews from around the country convened in Logan, Ohio, in October 2005 for the first gathering ofthe
Blood and Honour USA Cound~ which aims to create a unitedfront.

The number of racist skinhead gangs has more
than tripled since 2002, leading to a rise in

skinhead criminal activity across the country and
threatening a renewed era of violence not witnessed
since racist skinheads unleashed a wave of blood
shed in the late 1980s, a new report by the Center's
Intelligence Project reveals.

The report, "Motley Crews," tells how the skin
head subculture in the United States "has entered a
free-for-all phase, with new and unaffiliated local,
state and regional crews proliferating rapidly." It ap
peared in the Fall 2006 issue of Intelligence Report.

The report documents how, at the beginning of
2002, there were only 18 skinhead gangs, or "crews,"
in the United States, most of them under the con
trol of Hammerskin Nation, a coalition of regional
groups that dominated the skinhead subculture in
the U.S. for more than a decade. But now, according
to the report, there are 59 active crews, only six of
which are loyal to Hammerskin Nation.

"More and more of these newcomers subscribe to
the ultra-violent ethos and disorganized crime profi
teering of a chaotic band of Midwest-based gangster
skins known as Vinlanders," the report states.

Although Hammerskin Nation skinheads have
been responsible for serious crimes and violence, the
group, which at its height had thousands of mem
bers in the United States and Europe, acted as a sta
bilizing force. Now, with challenges to Hammerskin
Nation'spower proliferating, many smaller skinhead
crews will likely seek to boost their own notoriety
through violence.

Significant increase in violence
"In the last couple ofyears,we have seen a signifi

cant increase not only in the number of active skin
head groups, but also in the level of violence they
are producing," said Mark Potok, director of the
Center's Intelligence Project and editor of the Intel
ligence Report. "The movement was once dominated
by a single powerful organization, the Hammerskin
Nation, that tended to keep the lid on violence. Now,
we're seeing a large number of smaller organizations
vying for power and prominence, and that raises the
potential for even more criminal activity."

In October 2005, as "Motley Crews" details, the
Vinlanders hosted the first official Blood and Honour
Council, a unity conference of independent regional
and statewide skinhead crews. The meeting was at
tended by at least 60 representatives of more thana
dozen skinhead organizations. Among the crews rep
resented at the gathering were the Ohio State Skin-

heads; the Hoosier State Skinheads, from Indiana;
the New Jersey Skins; Arizona's Canyon State Skins;
the rapidly growing Maryland State Skins; and the
Keystone State Skinheads, a Pennsylvania-based gang
with nine chapters that regularly sponsors hate rock
festivals and "white power picnics;'

Also present were members of the National Alli
ance, a neo-Nazi hate group, and the Imperial Klans
of America, the country's largest and most danger
ous Ku Klux Klan faction.

Skinheads gather to organize
According to official minutes of the meeting

obtained by the Intelligence Project, the members
of the Blood and Honour Council (which is also
known among white supremacists as the Council of
28, since B is the second letter of the alphabet and
H is the eighth), decided they would meet once a
year in the future, and that any racist crew "meeting
the council criteria" would send two representatives.
They also established a "uniform code ofappearance
and conduct" for "large scale public actions," con
sisting of "dark polo or dress shirts and nice pants,
either black or tan. ... [0) utdated racial symbols
such as the swastika, SS bolts, Confederate battle
flag, etc., should be avoided;'

The council, held in Logan, Ohio, was an impor
tant event because it marked the first formal, orga
nized challenge to the authority of Hammerskin Na
tion, which has dwindled to about 150 members in
the U.S, though it remains a huge influence abroad.

"Hammers have been dropping their patches
[quitting membership) all over the place," says Matt
Browning, a skinhead expert and police detective in
Mesa, Ariz. "Skinhead [criminal) activity has easily
doubled in the last couple of years, and the Vinland
ers' influence is huge. They're more violent, they're
more technically savvy in terms of using the Internet
to organize."

'Each ahuman hand grenade'
Summarizing the views of Detective Browning

and other law enforcement authorities, "Motley
Crews" reports that, "As any gang cop knows, the
most dangerous member of a street gang is not the
'O.G.' ("Original Gangster") with a well-established
street reputation, but the newbie looking to do
whatever it takes to make a name for himself and
his gang. The skinhead scene in this country has
become a land of the white power up-and-comers,
each of them a human hand grenade, just looking
for an excuse to pull their own pin."

'White power' vandals
target churches
African-American churches in
Charles County, Md., have been
targeted in a rash of racist graffiti
hate crimes.

In the latest incident, members
of Zion Baptist Church in Wel
come, Md., arrived for Sunday
morning service on Nov. 12 to find
"KKK," "White Power" and "Bang
Boom" spray-painted in bright or
ange on a roadway leading to the
church's parking lot.

Police believe the "Bang Boom"
graffiti was a reference to an
anonymous bomb threat received
by the church a week earlier.

In all, there have been 11 such cas
es in Charles County since August.

The Federal Bureau of Inves
tigation has assigned agents to
work with the Charles County
Sheriff's Office to bring the vanc
daIs to justice.

"When they're spray painting
'white pride' and 'KKK,' that's
not a perception problem. That's
a real problem," said Charles
County Sheriff Frederick E. Da
vis. "It's something that needs to
be stopped."

The chairman of the deacons
at Zion Baptist Church, Charles
"Pete"Williams, said that while the
church is considering new security
measures, there has been no drop
in attendance from its usual 200 to
250 worshippers on Sundays.

"We're coming together to do
what Christians do: pray. And
pray for the people who are doing
this," Williams said.

Skinhead sentenced to
life for savage assault
HOUSTON - David Henry Tuck,
18, was sentenced to life in prison
Nov. 17 after he was convicted
of aggravated sexual assault for
beating and sodomizing a Latino
youth at a party in the suburban
town of Spring last April.

Witnesses testified that Tuck
hurled racial slurs and shouted
"white power" while attacking
the 17-year-old victim with a pa
tio umbrella pole.

Doctors at first did not expect
the victim to survive. He was
hospitalized for more than three
months and underwent more
than 20 surgeries to repair the
damage to his internal organs.

"Even if you give him life in
prison, it will be more mercy than
he showed that night," prosecutor
Mike Trent told the jury. Trent
presented a chain of witnesses
who detailed Tuck's role in nu
merous previous attacks, includ
ing the vicious, random beating
of a Latino man outside a con
venience store by Tuck and two
other racist skinheads.

"He is an evil person, and he
is not going to change or get bet
ter," Trent told the jury. "We need
protection from him. You are the

only ones able to provide that."
After the jury pronounced

the life sentence, Tuck's mother
hugged the victim's mother in
court and said, "I am so sorry."

Black youths arrested
in hate crime attack
LONG BEACH, CALIF. - Ten Mri
can-American youths, aged 12 to
17, nine of them girls, were arrest
ed and charged with hate crimes
for allegedly taking part in an at
tack on three young white women
by a group of around 25 African
Americans outside a popular Hal
loween night block party.

Witnesses said the assailants
pelted the victims with small
pumpkins, then surrounded them
and said, "We hate white people,
f--- whites!" before attacking,
first knocking the victims to the
ground them stomping and kick
ingthem.

One of the victims was struck
repeatedly in the head with a
skateboard and suffered 12 facial
fractures, including four to her eye
socket. The other victims suffered
concussions and multiple bruises.

The attack, which witnesses said
lasted several minutes, ended only
when an Mrican-American man
who happened to be driving by
stopped and yanked the assailants
off the prone victims. The attack
ers then fled. Ten of them were ar
rested soon after and charged with
felony hate crimes and assault with
a deadly weapon. The remaining
assailants are still at large.

Neo-Nazis rally
against immigration
AUSTIN, TEXAS - About 20
members of the National Social
ist Movement (NSM), dressed
in neo-Nazi, storm-trooper uni
forms with swastika armbands,
gathered for a Veteran's Day anti
immigration rally on the ground
of the Texas Capitol here.

"If we have the freedom of
speech, then we're here to test it,"
said NSM organizer Tim Bishop.

The neo-Nazis were outnum
bered almost 10 to one by anti
racist counter-demonstrators,
who chanted, "Nazis go home," as
the neo-Nazis stomped on a Mex
ican flag, railed against Jews and
waved signs that read, "Support
Our White Troops," and "Protect
Our Borders - Remove Aliens."

"I hate racism, and I believe
that it has to be confronted ev
ery time it arises," said Cindy
Beringer, a 65-year-old activist.
"It doesn't make sense that they
would have their rally on Veterans
Day either. They are just nuts."

University of Texas Anti-Rac
ism Network coordinator James
Clarke said, "Our presence here
tells them that no one in their
right mind agrees with them. We
want to keep their group small
and disorganized."
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Settlement wins back pay for cheated forestry workers

Forestry plaintiffHugo Rednos-Rednos and Kristi Graunke, an Immigrant
Justice Project attorney who handled his case

I n another victory for the Center's
Immigrant Justice Project (UP),

a forestry company agreed to pay
more than $200,000 to resolve
claims that it systematically cheated
and threatened its workers.

Under the proposed settle
ment, which still must be ap
proved by the court, Express
Forestry Inc. of Leslie, Ark., will
pay $220,000 to as many as 300
migrant workers who at one time
worked for the company.

Victory in reform effort
"This is a huge victory with

respect to our goal of making
sure the forestry industry starts
treating workers fairly," said UP
director Mary Bauer. "These mi
grant workers have suffered un
necessarily, and we are extremely
happy that they are finally going
to see some justice:'

Recinos-Recinos v. Express For
estry was filed in April 2005 on
behalf of three Guatemalan tree
planters, Hugo Martin Recinos
Recinos, Pablo Recinos-Alvarado
and Alberto Alvarado. Thousands
of migrant workers like them have
been systematically cheated by
forestry companies in the South
after being recruited as part of the
H2-B "guest worker" program.
The program allows U.S. compa
nies to hire temporary foreign la-

bor if they certify they cannot find
Americans to take the jobs.

"Express cheated its workers;'
said Bauer. "Workers often had
to leave the deed to their homes
in Guatemala, and many paid
extraordinary sums of money,
sometimes $2,000, to get the job
in the first place.

"When they arrived at their
jobs they were paid less than
minimum wage, didn't receive
overtime pay and worked upward
of 70 hQurs a week planting trees.
They were essentially in a system
of debt peonage:'

The abuses were not limited

to violations of federal wage and
hour laws. The company also
threatened workers in an attempt
to intimidate them into with
drawing from the suit, which was
given class-action certification in
February. In November, a federal
judge in New Orleans reprimand
ed the company for failing to pro
vide documents sought by Center
attorneys, saying Express "pro
vided evasive, incomplete and, in
certain instances, downright de
ceitful responses in the case."

Bauer said the case was impor
tant to the Center's work on be
half of forestry workers because

it sends the message that com
panies that treat their employees
illegally will have to face serious
consequences.

The Center has two other for
estry cases pending. A federal
court on Sept. 28 granted class
action status to one, Escolastico
de Leon-Granados et al. v. Eller
and Sons Trees, Inc., enabling UP
to litigate on behalf of thousands
of workers rather than only the
handful who joined the case as
named plaintiffs.

Landmark ruling in another case
In addition to certifying

the class, U. S. District Judge
Clarence Cooper ruled that a
six-year statute of limitations,
rather than two years, as Eller
attorneys <l;rgued, applied in the
lawsuit. It was the first time a
court has determined a dead
line for migrant workers to fUe
claims under the Migrant &
Seasonal Agricultural Worker
Protection Act in Georgia.

The statute-of-limitations rul
ing may double the number of
workers UP will be able to ser.ve,
said UP attorney Andrew Turner.
Under Eller's proposed two-year
statute, the size of the class would
have been fewer than 2,000. Now
that the court has given eligibility
to workers who were employed by

Eller since 1999, the class may be
as large as 4,000.

"We are always gratified to be
able to serve more poor people in
one case," Turner said. "It maxi
mizes our efforts. The good de
cisions on statute of limitations
and on class certification are very
much related. Both have broad
ened the reach of the Eller case
that helps us to bring justice to
more people."

A third forestry case, against
Idaho-based Alpha Services LLC,
was settled earlier this year.

As part of the settlement
agreement with Express, the
Center agreed to include a state
ment from the company in any
written material announcing the
settlement. The statement says
the "defendants have stated that
they decided to settle this case to
avoid the costs and hassles of fu
ture litigation."

Settlement funds will be dis
tributed to the original named
plaintiffs in the case, 46 opt-in
plaintiffs who joined the litigation
and as many as 300 class members
who worked for Express between
April 1999 and April 2005.

Bauer said-$135,OOO will go to
the 49 people who actively par
ticipated in the case and $75,000
will be distributed among the re
maining class members.

Border vigilante ordered to pay in Center-sponsored suit
A n Arizona jury, acting in a

fiIawsuit sponsored by the
Southern Poverty Law Center, or
dered border vigilante Roger Bar
nett to pay $98,750 to a family of
Mexican-Americans he terrorized
in 2004.

The verdict marks the first
time Barnett, 62, has been held
legally responsible for his violent
treatment of Latinos.

Barnett, who controls 22,000
acres in southern Arizona through
ownership and state leases, is one
of the most prominent border

vigilantes along the U.S:-Mexico
border. He claims to have cap
tured more than 10,000 people
who crossed his land, and public
ity about his personal campaign
helped inspire other self-appoint
ed groups of border watchers like
the Minutemen.

The jury deliberated just three
hours on Nov. 22 before ruling
against Barnett for threatening
two Mexican-American hunters
and three young children with an
assault rifle and insulting them
with racial epithets during an

October 2004 confrontation. All
members of the family were born
in the United States.

"The Center's support of the
case was critical to our success,"
said Jesus Romo Vejar, an attor
ney who received financial sup
port from the Center in order to
bring the civil action.

Children continue to suffer
According to a psychiatrist

who testified at the trial, all three
children suffer from chronic Post
Traumatic Stress Disorder as a re-

sult of the encounter. The lawsuit
sought punitive damages for neg
ligence, false imprisonment and
emotional distress.

The Center awarded Vejar, the
local attorney, a Strategic Litiga
tion Grant to fund his out-of
pocket litigation costs, including
expert fees and depositions. The
grant project was created to help
local lawyers bring civil rights and
other important cases that other
wise might not move forward.

"Without the Center's sup
port, we could not have afforded

research and the development of
key evidence;' Vejar said.

Verdict is second Center victory
The ruling against Barnett

marks the second court victory
won by the Southern Poverty Law
Center against anti-immigrant
vigilantes in the past two years.
In August 2005, two Salvadorans
who were illegally detained and
assaulted on a Texas ranch in 2003
were awarded a 70-acre ranch
near Douglas, Ariz., that formerly
belonged to their attackers.

Center sues federal immigration agency
(continuedfrompage 1) traumatized by
the raids. "Many children continue
to live in fear that they will be taken
away by immigration officials mere
ly because of the color of their skin,"
she said.

Plaintiff Ranulfo Perez was
standing outside his home in Adri
an, in Emanuel County, when he
was suddenly surrounded by about
15 men holding guns. One of the
men grabbed Perez by the shirt,

Mobile home park operator David Robinson
looks at the damage in the floor ofone of
his rented trailers that he said was caused
by immigration agents during raids. nlegal
immigrants were handcuffed and taken away.
"These people might not have American
rights, but they've damn sure got human
rights," Robinson, one ofthe Center's plain
tiffs, said. "There ain't no reason to treat them
like animals:'

jammed a gun into his side and threw
him against his truck. The agent twisted
Perez's arm behind his back and held
him that way for 10 minutes while other
agents searched his home and property.
The agent then suggested Perez and his
family should leave the area for two weeks
to avoid any further incidents.

The other plaintiffs are Maria Margarita
Morales of Oak Park, in Emanuel County;
Gladis Alicia Espitia of Oak Park; and the
landlord, David Robinson of Metter, in
Candler County.

Robinson said he has "no way to check"
whether tenants are U.S. citizens. ICE
agents, looking for illegal immigrants,
damaged his rental properties during the
raid, he said.

"They're just going to have to quit doing
this, having all these people's lives on a yo
yo string;' Robinson told reporters at a press

conference, accusing the federal government
of timing the raids for political gain prior to
November's elections.

"I mean that's what I feel like it is;' Rob
inson said. "It's just a yo-yo that, every two
years, they make these raids, and they don't
realize that it's human beings involved. And
if they're going to enforce the immigration
laws, they need to go ahead and do it, and
do something, but just quit playing around
with people's lives."

The suit was filed in Atlanta in the
U.S. District Court for the Northern
District of Georgia. It seeks not only
compensatory and punitive damages
but a court order enjoining ICE from
using similar tactics in the future. The
Center is asking the Court to approve
the lawsuit's injunctive relief claim as a
class action on behalf of all Latinos in
the affected area.
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New teaching kit aids literacy and tolerance
I n October, the Center's Teach

ing Tolerance program began
shipping copies of its latest cur
riculum kit, Rhinos and Raspber
ries: Tolerance Tales for the Early
Grades. The kit includes a hard
cover book for teachers that offers
12 multicultural stories and 10
lesson plans, as well as softcover
books for students.

Rhinos and Raspberries is a
story anthology for preschoolers
and elementary school students.
Designed to complement charac
ter education programs, the book
includes bridge-building activi-

ties to reduce prejudice and im
prove inter-group relations.

The unusual title is drawn
from two stories in the anthology
- The Prince and the Rhinoceros,
a South Asian tale about the im
portance of speaking kindly, and
Raspberries!, a tale about cooper
ation among a group of animals
with differing abilities.

Tens of thousands of educators
have already put the kit to use in
their classrooms and are spread
ing the word about its availability.
Denny Wymore, an elementary
school teacher in New Mexico,

New kit is free to educators.

for example, wrote: "I love Rhi
nos and Raspberries! This is such
a good way to teach cooperation

and tolerance.... Myprin
cipal is reviewing the ma
terial and is interested in
more copies. Thank you so
much!"

The enthusiasm from
teachers like Wymore is re-

. flected in teacher feedback.
Early returns from the kit's
evaluation forms show that
it is increasing students' ap-
preciation for differences,

improving their interper
sonal skills, and heightening their
reading and comprehension skills.
Nearly 90 percent of educators

have reported that Rhinos and
Raspberries is better than other
character education products they
use, and half say the kit is superior
to other literacy materials.

"Research tells us that children
as young as three can begin to de
velop prejudices," said Jennifer
Holladay, Teaching Tolerance's in
terim director. "Through the gen
erosity of the Center's supporters,
Rhinos and Raspberries will help
ward off prejudice's development
and instead nurture tolerance in
the hearts of millions of young
children this school year:'

Center grant helps create
global student network

Center filed three lawsuits
Because of the administra

tion's failure to enforce federal
wage-and-hour standards, the
Center filed three federal lawsuits
against companies working in
New Orleans. One of those suits,
against major disaster contractor
Belfor USA Group, was settled,
with workers recovering hun
dreds of thousands of dollars in
unpaid overtime wages.

The petition drive ended with
the submission to Bush in October.

In a letter accompanying the
petition, Cohen urged the presi
dent to hold the administrator of
Labor's Wage and Hour Division
accountable for failing to protect
workers there. In late August,
Bush used a recess appointment
to install corporate lawyer Paul
DeCamp as head of the division.
As a senior policy adviser in the
division since July 2005, DeCamp
has been heavily involved in the
department's handling of labor
issues in New Orleans.

and threats of retaliation against
workers who asserted their rights.

Many workers reported they
were denied overtime pay - and
some reported not being paid at
all. Some of their personal sto
ries can be read in the IJP report
Broken Levees, Broken Promises:
New Orleans' Migrant Workers
In Their Own Words, available at
www.splcenter.org.

The Center has submitted to
President Bush the names of

20,528 people who signed a peti
tion calling on his administration
to protect thousands of migrant
workers from exploitation as they
work to rebuild New Orleans.

"We are grateful that thou
sands of our members have
joined with us to seek fairness
for migrant workers who are
being ruthlessly abused by Ka
trina contractors while the De
partment of Labor sits on the
sidelines," said Center President
Richard Cohen. "Most of the
victims are poor - people who
have no lobbyists in Washington
and who do not write campaign
checks to politicians."

The Center initiated the Inter
net and mail petition campaign
in April, after the Department
of Labor ignored rampant, well
documented labor abuses by
government and private contrac
tors. Many used multiple layers of
subcontractors to avoid responsi
bility for mistreating workers, the
Center charged.

In the course of interviewing
more than 500 migrant workers
who went to New Orleans to help
clean up and restore the city after
Hurricane Katrina, the Center's
Immigrant Justice Project (IJP)
documented widespread labor
abuses involving theft of wages
by employers, violations of work
place health and safety standards,

Thousands petition
to protect workers

as iPods. Gibson says they are particularly useful for
a project like hers because they allow students to not
only read about what their peers are doing, but to listen
to them as well. They also involve students deeply in
the writing and production of the broadcasts. All are
available for downloading on the school's website.

The Teaching Tolerance grant helped Gibson pay
for technical equipment for the project, including
microphones, software and video iPods.

But while the technology is key to
making the program happen, the stu
dents say interacting with students in
countries such as Norway, Poland, Ro
mania and Sri Lanka and learning about
their countries has been the most re
warding part of the project.

One student says she likes the proj
ect because "I get to talk about the other
cultures and learn about what other stu
dents like to do."

Most students say that the project has
helped them realize that while they are different,
they have much in common.

"What I like learning about is different foods, cel
ebrations and music," said one student. "What they
do is similar to us. They celebrate some of the same
holidays in other countries."

One thing the students at La Puente and the other
countries have in common, says Principal Ava Smal
ley, is that all are struggling to learn English.

"The 'One World Project' is an excellent way to
tie the learning of English to relevant issues," Smal
ley said. "It also builds the students' confidence
when they see other students who are also learning
English."

Since 1997, Teaching Tolerance has awarded more
than $1 million in grants to help K-12 educators im
plement innovative anti-bias projects in classrooms,
schools and communities. For information, visit
www.teachingtolerance.org, and click on "Grants."

Students at La Puente High School reflect a range ofethnicities.

Students at Waverly Middle School
in Lansing, Mich., display beautiful
smiles during Mix It Up at Lunch
Day. More than 4 million students
across the country took part in the
Nov. 14 event. See story on page 1.

Mix It Up Day
is ahit

lish-speaking peers. Her innovative project, with
the help of a Teaching Tolerance grant, has begun
to change that.

For several years, Gibson used an "e-pal" classroom
exchange program to help her students communicate
with students in other countries. The program allows
teachers and students from around the world to find pen
pals in foreign countries and learn about other cultures.
Using technology, Gibson developed her own «One
World Project:' which builds on the pen pal model.

''An important part of the 'One World Project' is
the development of student podcasts," said Gibson.
"Podcasting has become a very popular medium
for broadcasting information and ideas and is an
emerging technology for use in education that en
riches the learning environment."

The term "podcast" refers to an audio or video file
that is distributed over the Internet and available for
playback on personal computers and devices such

LA PUENTE, CALIF. - Like many other teach
ers, Nancy Gibson is constantly searching for

new ways to promote multicultural understanding
among her students.

Gibson, who teaches students from a var~ety of
ethnic groups in the Multilingual Academy',at La
Puente High School, spends her days with students
who are normally reluctant to speak English and of
ten see themselves as very different from their Eng-
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TRIBUTE GIFTS RECEIVED BY THE CENTER FROM SEPTEMBER 2006 THROUGH NOVEMBER 2006

IN HONOR OF IN MEMORY OF

Barry Abrams Kenyatta Hart Nancy Peel Victi ms of 9111 Paul Ebert Joyce F. Horne Robert H. Morse David Salten
Liora &Andy Adler Karyn Hayes-Ryan William Platt Herbert H. Abrams Milton Edelman Mary Brandon Hudson Andy Moser Jeannine Schlegelmann
Thelma Allen Steve Herman & lrv Pomerantz Mrs. Aguiar Adrien Tara Egan Joseph C. Inman Sara Muenster Howard Schwartz
Maria Altonen Lail Herman Hunt Priest Owen Alexander Morris Elstein's Father" Steve Irwin Leroy Murphy George R. Scott
Virginia Arango Potter Herndon Bill Purcell &

Oscar C. Allen Mary Jim Everidge Sonya A. Jackson Jon H. Myer
Bob Sedmack

Margaret Crosby & Stanley A. Hoffberger Ruth Andress Medgar Evers Alice & Irving Jaffe Cornelia Nachbar
Asim I. Siddique

Artis Arnold Jenny Bell & Lois Deere
Joyce Purcell Thomas A. Batten Seymour Faber Ja mes Steven Johnson, Edna Nakamura

Lillian Arons Lane Holmes
Ruth Pyford Jeanette C. Baty Clarence McNeal's Jr. Richard F. Neblett Mary Ellis Smith

Harold Baker, Jr. Sarah K. Hopper The Quadrelli's John F. Bauman Father Mark Gordon Johnson Ralph Nickerson Loyd M. Starrett

Harry Barber William 1. Hopper Tina M. Quimby John H. Bauman Beatrice Favors Adelheid Kalfus Zahra Nurhussein Tom N. Stern

Brittany Crumrine & Lynda L. Huerta Bonnie Ram Linda Becker Sylvia Elfant Faye Helga U. Karlin Mr. John B. O'Donnell, Sarah Sturm

Joshua Baron Mary C. Hult Ken &Laurel Rehage Norma Berger Dario Peter Fazio Donald Kaufman Sr. Gerald Swilling

Walter R. Barwicke Martin Tannenbaum & Charles A. Reinhardt & Alison Berkley Elizabeth Ferguson Martin Luther King, Jr. Helen O'Neill Donald R. Taylor

Kit Basom Alex Ingersoll Dorothy W. Davis Ray Berry Joseph Finkle Max C. King, Jr. Marilyn Orenstein Jarrie Tent

Daniel Berrigan Kimberly Isaac Dennis & Beau Rezendes
William C. Bingham Keith Freedman Maurice Klatch Hyman Osheroff Charles A. Tuteur

Philip Berrigan Harold Jackson
Val Birndorf Edwin (Ned) Harold William Kling Ida Pachter

John T. UshijimaPaul Rezendes Weldon V. Bivins Frondorf Marian Kokot John Panozzo
Biton/Franks Ruth H. Jacobs Robbie Robertson Fra nces Boehm Lilio Gattoni Everett Krakov Gertrude Perl berg Ruth VandeKieft
Alan Bolash & Nancy Megan Jones The Rodriquez Family Paul Brenner Dena Geschwind Marion Krupin Peter E. Perrone Susan Vetrini

Bolash Kenia Kane
Bill &Milchele Rodriguez Arnold De Brier Allan Gold Irving (Chub) Kusten Ngoc Pham Wyn Craig Wade

Christine Brennan Karl J. Kaplan
Joanne Rogin Robert Joseph's Brother Emanuel Goldberg Jerry Labush Clara 1. Piper Ed Walker

Paul Brenner AI Kartsman &Ann
Judith Rose Shirley M. Brown Irene L. &James A. Jean Lear Beverly Pisar Carl Warren

Mary V. Buck Kartsman Vivian Buchanan Golden Abraham Lederman Nathaniel Plotkin Evan &Nance Webb
Ernestine Bugbee Bonnie Ram &Roger Barry Rosenthal

Harry Bugin Sol Goldin Leon Leibik Louise Prange
Arnold Z. Rosoff Leonard Weinik

Clifton & Dolores Bullard Kasperson Francis X. Burkhardt Thelma Goldman George Lenchner Robert Preiskel
Carol H. Buller Kamy Wicoff &Andrew Ruth Roth Phyllis Gold Weinstein

Sibyl S. Burling Charlotte Goldsmith Albert N. Lenhardt Herbert Rabinowitz
Frederica Bunge Kassoy Susan Rumberg William Weitzman

Andrew Calloway Herbert I. Goldstone Scott Lerner Irving Rempell
Rebecca Byrd Howard &Phyllis Katz Margaret Duderkirk & Cindi T. Carreon David T. Goodell Marsha Levy Harry Ressin

Ernie White

Matthew Calautti David 1. Kern H. Cheryl Rus William W. Claghorn Ann Goodgion John Lew Michael Richard Alberta Williams

Courtney Carpenter Jennifer Kesselman Don Smeaton & Irving Cohan Ha rry Greenberg Cleveland MacAlister Charlotte W. Ridgeway Kurt Williams

Fred Chase Sue, Brian & Kids Betty Russell "Sparky" Connelly Yetta Greenberg Poppy Joe Mariucci Mark D. Rife, Esq. Joseph & Bella R. Win-

Hillary Rodham Clinton Brenda Ki ng & A. Rustin Milton L. Creagh Edmund M. Greenwald Robert Mars Bessie Mae Riggins- negrad
Benn &Lois Clouser George King

Ebin Sandler
David &Alice Crosby La Verna Gunner Renee M. Martin Reed Martha McWhirter Wolfe

Chris &Gary Cohen Janice Klimek
Henry Scheier

Gerry Crosland Margarite Guthrie Lincoln L. McThay, Sf. Ruth A. Robin Richard K. Vlong
Milton Cohen Susan H. Kneip Angelida Daigneau Mary M. Halloran Aaron &Beverly Evalyn Rogers Avelina Frances Wood
Pam Cohen Irving Kornfeld Margaret Schiller Marion Daugherty Mabel Hansen Mednick Lynn Rollins Sara Frances Harley
Leah Cole Loren W. Kra mer Derek Holcomb& Johnnie Mae Davis Leslie M. Harrell Richard E. Merrick George W. Rose

Joel Conn Allen Krantz Kenneth Schlesinger Marsha H. Davis Robert Hayles Robert Metz Ullman Rosenfield
Worstell Woodall

Shawn A. Copeland, Esq. Susanne Learmonth Pamela Sears Oscar Desper Daniel Herbstman Michael Karen Rosmarin
Emma Woods

Rita Good &Joanne Maggie Flanagan & Morton A. Seltman Marvin Dolinko Patricia Mason Hill Tom Miller Nicholas Rott Sol Woolis

Costanza Wa Iter LeFlore Margot Shandoff Sam Dorfman Mildred Hoadley-Okeefe Cal Minor Geraldine Rozov Malcolm X

Helen Covington Julie Lehrman Eleanor Nelson & Eva Doty Lois &Johnnie Holmes Robert R. Moore Max F. Ruch Robert Yeakley

Mary Crane Gisela Alvarez, Esq. & Bob Sicular
Steven W. Durovic John H. Holtvoigt Jonathan Morse's Father Matsuyo Saito Henry G. Zapruder

Charles G. Curtis, Jr. & Ian Lester, Esq Carole Siegel
Baine Alexander Jeanette Lewis David Siegmund MAKE ATRIBUTE GIFTMorris Dees Mr. &Mrs. Sean Lisse

Howard G. DeLong Alina M. Lopez-Marin
Sandra Siegmund

The Center accepts gifts in memory of someone who has died or in honor of a special oc-
Michael Deppe Chris Davis &Mrs. Joan

Celia Silberberg
casion such as a birthday, anniversary or graduation. Donors may also give a gift just to say

Robert Deppe Mainville-Davis Ronald H. Silverman
"thank you:' The Center will send a card to the person honored or the family of the de-

Angela DeSilva Mildred Manning Jeanette &Simon Slavin
ceased. Complete this form and mail it with your contribution.

Rosalie Dessot Amanda L. Maris Richard Sokolov

Judith R. DeVaney Tazim &Thomas Mawji Joe Solomon PLEASE PRINT
Andre Burgoyne & David Etheridge & Blair, Diann & .

Heather Dillon Sabrina McCarthy Syd Staymates I am enclosing aspecial gift in the amount of $
Aldred Doolittle James McKay Mom &Dad Staymates
Bernadette &JordanDorf Cecil Lytle &Betty Jean Stenzel In Memory of
Douglas Drobbin McManus Lisa Sterneck In Honor ofSusan Eschbach David M. Metheny

Dr. &Mrs. Leroy Strom
Charles Franklin The Meyer Family

The Tarwater Family To celebrate hislherltheir
Jane Friedman Frances A. Miller
William Ruoff & Michele Le Moal

John & Stephanie Taylor
SEND ANNOUNCEMENT OF GIFT TO:

Libby Frye . Kathy & Carl Moore Kim Thall

Mary Gardner Richard A. Moore, Jr. Ari Holtzblatt &
Name

Marty Gerber Sean & Karina Moore Lauren Thomas

Dave Gocken Tom Murdock David W. Tift Address
Ruth Godlewski Dave Muschler Carrie Totten
Warren M. Goodwin Peter Bandurraga & Marilyn Troppmann City/State/Zip

Sanford Gradimger Diane Nassir John N. Tye
Norine Grant Robert Nelsen Celia Vigliotta

INDICATE ON ACKNOWLEDGEMENT THAT GIFT IS BEING MADE BY:
Michele L. Gray Dean Neuwirth Leonard Wakshul
Franklin Greene & Joan Nickolaisen Your Name(s)

David & Helen Walter
Eunice Greene Heidi Bauer &

Marjorie Way Address
Jack Greenberg & Jon Nicponski

Margaret Terry OrrCarolea Greenberg Anne Nyx-Brown City/StatelZip
Emily Gross Gisela O'Brien Wechsler

Katharine Gruber Janet O'Brien Neal Weinrich Phone (in case of questions)
Margaret Hamrock Jon Ortman Nelly Weiser

Joanne Brewer & James A. Paley Don Wood SOUTHERN POVERTY LAW CENTER. P.O. BOX 548 • MONTGOMERY, AL 36101-0548 • (334)956-8200

Bill Harp Wally Parker Elizabeth P. Wright



DECEMBER 2006 SPLC REPORT 7

Center receives bequest
froIn Partner for Future Scrollof7Vfmembrance

Iverne Schroer
Estelle Schultz
Jean J. Scott
DorothyI.SeabdTg
Dorris Sherman
Daryl M. Shoemaker
Geraldine J. Skinner
Mary E. Smith
Theresa E. Smith
Muriel Smolen
Bertha Snydacker
Muriel Sommer
Mattie L. Stevens
Nancy L. Stevens
Peggy Suckle
Libby Taffel
Eileen Tait
Grace Bell Thiesen
Martha J. Thomas
Shirley L. Thompson
Michele Till
Pauline Tompkins
Louise C. Torraco
Wilijam Virgil Totman
Irene A. Van Deusen
Dorothy Van Vleck
Miriam S. Watson
Claire R. Weber
Adrian Weinberg
Thelma Wiener
Alan Winet
Arthur E. Woodruff
Marilyn R. Woodruff
Celia Wright
Jean B. Yaeger
James Ylvisaker
Walter J. Zimmerman

Pela P. Hundley
Josephine L. Hyder
Adele Jackson
Alice A. Jackson
Jennie B. Kahn
Ellen Kaufman
Myron Kaufman
Lee Marie Kleiss
Elaine M. Knapp
Hyman Koppelman
Manfred Landecker
Leland E. Large
Barbara Leavitt
Andrea N. Leiderman
Sydney Levitan
Emilee T. Lewis
Kathryn R. Lewis
Eugene Ludins
John Matzka
Betty S. MacColi
Sarah McBride
Elizabeth McNeill
Pat W. Merryman
Frances B. Morse
Margaret E. Mulac
Joanne Frances O'Byrne
Helen K. Osgood
Robert Perman
Ruth J. Philippson
Mahlon Pitney
Aaron Pollack-
Margery R. Posner
MaeW.Reed
Loretta S. Rhyan
George K. Richmond
Dorothy B. Rothkop
Bernard Salzberg
Gertrude J. Sandt
Christopher Schefler
Leonard Schiff
Meno Schoenbach

Robert A. Anson
Ada T. Augustadt
Sylvia E. Barr
Jacqueline T. Bellizzi
Elsie Bleimiller
Celia Bennett
William Blumberg
Lela Boylan
Lewis C. Branscomb
Pearle S. Brelsford
Linda K. Brengle
Delores Brereton
Elisabeth B. Burgess
Robert B. Carlisle
Edith Coffey
Selma H. Cohen
Joan M. Cohn
Sigmund S. Cohn
Norma Cossey
Elizabeth T. Crosby
Margaret B. Crounse
Margaret R. Diederich
Frances Dincin
Malcolm Dodds
Margaret E. Donovan
Edith G. Eckstein
Ruth Ehrlich
Leon S. Epstein
Elizabeth C. Farmer
Jeffrey Ferguson

ances D. Fitzgerald
Jeanne B. Foster
Martha Gadsby
Paula Gottschalk
Margaret Clare Griffin
Annabelle K. Gunnett
Tillie R. Hamelstein
Willard Harzoff
Edna B. Heidgerd
Helen Hoffman
Leonora Hornblow

The Southern Poverty Law Center pays tribute to the memory of
deceased supporters who included the Center in their Wills or other
plannedgifts. The Centergratefully acknowledges their bequests,
receivedfrom November 1, 2005, through November 30,2006.

Rather than take life easy in
her retirement, Bellizzi used
the time to become even more
involved in her community.
Upon moving to Albuquerque,
she quickly began her volunteer
work th<::re, donating her time
and energy to the Albuquerque
Civic Chorus, her church choir,
the U.S. Census Bureau and the
United Way. She also served as
an ombudsman for the Depart
ment of Senior Affairs.

In addition to those duties,
Bellizzi visited nursing homes

on a weekly basis
to act as a spokes
woman on behalf
of the residents.
This led to one
of her favorite
jobs - playing the
piano and leading
sing-a-Iongs at
several retirement
homes.

"She spent her
retirement years

, rolling up her
sleeves and donating her time,"
said Karen Isburg Sorbero, di
rector of the Sunny Hill Nursing
Home in Albuquerque.

While visiting Sunny Hill,
Bellizzi identified an unmet
need: ice cream. Believing that
no one should have to go with
out that treat, Bellizzi initiated
the opening of an ice cream
parlor at Sunny Hill to serve the
residents.

"Jackie was truly a remark
able person," said Cross. "She
was one of the most accept
ing people I have ever known;
everyone was her equal. Jackie
definitely made the world a bet
ter place - one person and one
step at a time."

Even though retirement could
have afforded Jackie Bellizzi

time to slow down, her move to
Albuquerque in 1998 meant only
a new community in which to
immerse herself.

A 1956 graduate of Mar
quette University with a degree
in physical the.rapy, Bellizzi
dedicated her life to helping
others, which included becom
ing one of the Center's "Part
ners for the Future." She died
on April 21 at 71.

Partners are special donors
who include the Q

Center in their ~

wills or esta te ~
plans, thereby ex- '-'
tending their sup
port for the Cen
ter's work beyond
their lifetime.

Bellizzi, who
earned a master's
degree in speech
pathology from the
University of Den
ver, was a mem-
ber of the board of directors
for nearly every organization in
her hometown of Joliet, Ill. She
served on the boards of the Unit
ed Cerebral Palsy of Northeast
ern Illinois, Will County Shel
ered Workshop, Joliet Business

and Professional Woman's ClUb,
Altrusa Club, Friends of Sunny
Hill Inc., and the Greater Joliet
Area of the YMCA. All that work
was in addition to her full-time
position with the Joliet public
schools.

"Jackie believed that people
must be actively involved in im
proving their situations;' said her
friend Janet Cross. "And she there
fore strived to give them the tools
so they could help themselves."

Leave a legacy through Partners for the Future

Name _

City/State/Zip _

Address _

o Securities

o Real Estate

Mail to: Partners for the Future
Southern Poverty Law Center· P.O. Box 548 . Montgomery AL 36101-0548

Please send me information on the following specific planned giving opportunities:

o Wills 0 Charitable Gift Annuities 0 Insurance Policies
o Living Trusts 0 Charitable Remainder Trusts 0 Retirement Plans

E-mailAddress _

My date(s) of birth is: _

Telephone ~

o I'm interested in receiving general information about wills and planned giving.

o The Center is already included in my will or estate plans. Please welcome me as a Partner for the Future.

Center in your will or living trust. You may plannedgiving@splcenter.org. contact us so we can update our records.
provide for the eventual distribution of as- If you have already included the Cen- We want to officially welcome you as a
sets, such as those held in retirement fund ter in your will or estate plan, please Partner for the Future!
accounts or life insurance •..•..••..•.......•..••.•..•..••.•.••.......•.....•..•..••..•••••.•••.....•.•...••..•....•
policies, potentially gaining
tax or financial benefits.

After planning for the fi
nancial securityofyour family
and loved ones, we hope you
will consider joining Partners
for the Future by making a
planned gift to the Center.

For information about
the many planned giving
opportunities available at
the Center - with no obli
gation - please contact our
planned giving department
by calling toll-free 1-888
414-7752 or by mailing this
form. You can also visit us
online at www.SPLCenter.
org/donate or e-mail us atCivil Rights Memorial

Partners for the Future is a special
group ofdonors who include the Cen

ter in their estate plans. These supporters
are helping ensure the Center's long-term
success. Would you consider joining us?

There are several ways to join Part
ners for the Future. You may include a
bequest to the Southern Poverty Law
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Judge Justice was selected by
a distinguished committee that
included noted law school pro
fessors and some of the nation's
top civil rights lawyers, including
Mary Bauer, director of the Cen
ter's Immigrant Rights Project.

Skadden is known for its pre
mier corporate practice in New
York and around the globe as well
as its support of public interest
law and service.

Dees is a 1960 graduate of the
University of Alabama School of
Law. He co-founded the Center in
1971 with Joe Levin, also an Ala
bama graduate. Dees serves as the
Center's chief trial counsel.

1982 opened the doors for the
children of undocumented im~

migrants to attend public schools,
tuition-free, through grade 12.

In presenting the award, U.S.
District Judge Keith P. Ellison said
that Judge Justice "has, through
his hard work, high purpose and
undaunted courage, helped make
the American dream accessible to
those for whom it was previously
thought hopelessly out of reach."

known for two cases, Ruiz v. Es
telle and United States v. Texas.

In 1972, inmate David Ruizwrote
his civil rights complaint, which was
combined with others to become
Ruiz v. Estelle. The trial, which began
in October 1978, lasted a year; 349
witnesses testified. The case resulted
in a complete overhaul of the Texas
prison system.

In November 1970, Judge Jus
tice ordered the Texas Education
Agency to begin desegregating the
state's public schools. The order,
known as United States v. Texas,
applied to more than 1,000 school
districts and 2 million students.

His ruling in Plyer v. Doe in

Morris Dees congratulates Judge Justice, the first recipient ofthe Morris Dees Justice
Award.

lected by President John F. Ken
nedy in 1961 to serve as the U.S.
Attorney for the Eastern District
of Texas. In 1968, President Lyn
don B. Johnson appointed him
to the U.S. District Court for the
Eastern District of Texas, sitting
in Tyler. Judge Justice took senior
status in 1998.

Although his career on the
bench has been a long and distin
guished one, Judge Justice is best

Former President Bill Clinton greets
Center chief trial counsel Morris Dees
at a hotel podium in Las Vegas. They are
longtime friends, havingfirst met while
working in the 1972 McGovern presi
dential campaign. Both spoke at a legal
conference on October 12.

Dees and
President Clinton
speak to lawyers

NEw YORK - A federal judge,
often called the "real gov

ernor of Texas" because of his
sweeping rulings in noted civil
rights cases, was presented the
2006 Morris Dees Justice Award,
which is named for the founder
of the Southern Poverty Law
Center.

U.S. District Judge William
Wayne Justice, of the Eastern Dis
trict of Texas, received the award
at a Nov. 16 ceremony here.

The renowned international
law firm Skadden Arps Meagher &
Flom partnered with the Univer
sity of Alabama School of Law to
create the award in honor of Dees,
an Alabama graduate, for his life
long dedication to public service.
It will be given annually to a lawyer
who has devoted his ot her career
to servirig the public interest and
pursuing justice, and whose work
has brought positive change in the
community, state or nation.

The award's selection com
mittee recognized Judge Justice,
87, for his lifelong efforts to pro
tect civil rights and safeguard
constitutional rights during
more than 30 years as a federal
district judge. His notable cases
dealt with integration, prisoners'
rights, procedural due process,
equal access to education, treat
ment of immigrants, dilution
of voting rights and care for the
mentally challenged.

More than 100 people from
across the nation, including
judges, law school deans, bar as
sociations and his former clerks,
joined in nominating Judge Jus
tice. "Judge Justice has, just like
Morris Dees, been a front-line
soldier in many of the pitched
battles that have shaped Ameri
can justice for the last half cen
tury;' the nomination noted.

Born in 1920 in Athens, Texas,
Judge Justice graduated from the
University of Texas School of Law
in 1942, joined the U.S. Army and
served in India during World War
II. In 1946, he began practicing
law in Athens with his father, who
was a voice for the disadvantaged.
After serving as city attorney for
eight years, Judge Justice was se-

Morris Dees Justice Award
goes to Texas federal judge

Charlotte Kimelman

dedication of the $18-million
Charlotte Kimelman Cancer In
stitute, a comprehensive cancer
detection and treatment center
in St. Thomas. The Kimelmans
worked for nearly 20 years, in
partnership with the government
of the Virgin Islands and the sur
rounding community, to realize
their dream of a state-of-the-art
facility serving all of the people of

'Friend' visits on way to Israel

Kimelman named ambassador
Kimelman's peerless dedication

to America's relationship with the
nations of the Caribbean contin
ued in the 1980s when he became
the U.S. Ambassador to Haiti.
Subsequently, in 1984, he became
the first American ambassador to
be awarded Haiti's highest civil
ian decoration, the Grand Cross
of Honor and Merit. Kimelman
served stateside, as well - as chief
of staff to the legendary Stewart
1. Udall, Secretary of the Interior
under both Presidents Kennedy
and Johnson. In 1967, President
Johnson appointed Kimelman to
the board of the National Parks
Foundation.

While a young Naval officer in
WWII, Kimelman married Char
lotte Kessler, who was to become
his lifelong partner in service.

In January 2006, Mrs.
Kimelman presided over the

W hen they designated the
Center as a beneficiary

in their charitable remainder
unitrust, Ambassador Henry 1.
Kimelman wrote that he and his
wife, Charlotte, were "delighted to
be Partners for the Future, to help
ensure that the Center's great en
deavors and its legacy will con
tinue for many, many years."

This was high praise, coming
from a couple with a '"
nearly 50-year record ~
of public service. ~

Beginning in the
1960s, Kimelman
became one of the
United States' most
important envoys to
the Caribbean. He
served as Commis
sioner of Commerce
for the U.S. Virgin Is- Henry L. Kimelman

lands and as a member of the U.S. the Lesser Antilles. In introducing
delegation to Trinidad and Jamai- Mrs. Kimelman on dedication
ca for the independence ceremo- day, George McGovern - former
nies of both countries, and he was U.S. senator, presidential candi- .
the Virgin Island's delegate to the date and longtime friend of the
Caribbean Organization.. Kimelmans - praised her "warm

heart, clear mind and absolute
integrity."

While serving as finance chair
man for Senator McGovern's 1972
presidential campaign, Kimelman
met Morris Dees, who headed
direct-mail fundraising for the
campaign. Their friendship
- and mutual admiration - has
grown over the decades. "Henry
and Charlotte are two of the most
public-spirited people I know,"
said Dees. "They are generous
with their wealth, their personal
time and their talents in the ser
vice of the least among us."

In a recent letter to Dees, Am
bassador and Mrs. Kimelman
wrote: "Following your career for
35 years has been a joy for both
of us, but also a remarkable ex
perience sharing your dreams for
a better, more caring and com
passionate America. Morris, you
made those dreams a reality al
most beyond comprehension."

Gila Wdowinski ofLaguna Beach, Calif., poses with law fellow John Pollock while visit
ing the Center in November. Wdowinski, a "Friend ofthe Center" who donates monthly,
is a computerprogrammer originally from Israel. She came to the Center on her way to
visit family and friends there.

'Partners for the Future' gift
brightens the future for many

" .
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