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Citing corporate abuses, Center
opposes guestworker expansion

WASHINGTON, p.c. — On
the eve of congressional
debate over immigration reform,
the Center issued an explosive new
report documenting widespread
abuse of the nation’s “guestwork-
ers” and called on Congress to re-
ject an expansion of the program
that some workers describe as
modern-day slavery.

President Bush and his corpo-
rate allies have urged Congress to
expand the guestworker system
as part of immigration reform,
and legislation introduced in the

o ULS. House of Representatives in

March calls for hundreds of thou-
sands of new guestworkers.

“Congress should reform our
broken immigration sys-
tem, but reform should .
not rely on creating a vast
new guestworker pro-
gram,” said Mary Bauer,
director of the Center’s
Immigrant Justice Project
and author of the report.
“The current program
is shamefully abusive in
practice, and there is al-
most no enforcement of
worker rights.”

The Center's report
— Close to Slavery: Guest-
worker Programs in the
United States — was re-
leased at a March 12 press
conference here and dis-
tributed to journalists and
members of Congress. It
received widespread me-
dia coverage throughout
the nation.

The report describes in detail
how guestworkers who come to
the United States are routinely
cheated out of wages; forced to
mortgage their futures to obtain
low-wage, temporary jobs; held
virtually captive by employers who
seize their documents; forced to
live in squalid conditions; and de-
nied medical benefits for injuries.

New York Times columnist
Bob Herbert wrote in his March
12 column, “A must-read for any-
one who favors an expansion of
guest worker programs in the U.S.
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is a stunning new report from the
Southern Poverty Law Center
that details the widespread abuse
of highly vulnerable, poverty-
stricken workers in programs that
already exist.”

The 48-page report, based
on interviews with thousands of
guestworkers and dozens of legal
cases, describes the systematic
abuse of workers under what is
known as the H-2 system admin-
istered by the U.S. Department of
Labor. The program was created
in 1943 to allow the sugar cane

stry to bring 1n temporary

workers and was revised y Con-
gress in 1986 to include non-agri-
cultural workers.

Employers in 2005 “imported”
more than 121,000 temporary H-2
guestworkers — 32,000 for agricul-
tural work and 89,000 for jobs in
forestry, seafood processing, land-
scaping, construction and other
non-agricultural industries.

“Guestworkers are usually
poor people who are lured here by
the promise of decent jobs,” Bau-
er said. “But all too often, their
dreams are based on lies, their

hopes shattered by the reality of

a system that treats them as com- .

modities. They’re the disposable
workers of the global economy.”

Hugo Martin Recinos-Reci-
nos, a former guestworker from
Guatemala whose story is told in
the report, borrowed thousands
of dollars to pay recruiting fees
for a forestry job in the United
States. “T had to leave the deed to
my home,” he said. “When I got to
the U.S., | was always underpaid,
living in small hotel rooms and
working 10-hour days. The debt
from my recruitment and travel
to the States made the low pay
even harder to bear. When I filed
a lawsuit about the conditions, my

(A IT] ere LI 4 ]

NATIONAL

Mary Bauer (right) director of the Center’s Immigrant Justice Project, announces the new report,
Close to Slavery. Sarah Reynolds, who did much of the research for it, interpreted for former
guestworker Hugo Martin Recinos-Recinos,

decide which workers can come
to the United States and which
cannot. They decide whether a
worker can stay in this country.
They usually decide where and
under what conditions workers
live and how they travel.

Many workers are required to
pay fees ranging from $500 to more
than $15,000 to obtain low-wage,
temporary jobs in the United States.
Typically, these workers incur debt
that makes them unable to assert
their rights for fear of financial
ruin. “If guestworkers complain
about abuses,

(continued on page 5)

CENMER'SUES KIEANSMEN E@GR BEATING OE YOUIIH: SEE PAGE 4

le s fudaental prob- |
lem with the H-2 system is that
employers hold all the cards. They

‘—v
TIag

Billy Ray Johnson sits on his nursing home bed in late January.

Billy Ray Jo

INDEN, TEX. — Jury selection

in the Center’s lawsuit on be-
half of Billy Ray Johnson, a men-
tally disabled black man who was
taunted, beaten and left uncon-
scious beside a road by a group of
young white men, will begin April
13. The trial is set for April 17.

The civil lawsuit is one of the
Center’s most compelling cases, one
with echoes of the 1999 murder of
James Byrd, a black man who was
dragged to his death behind a pick-
up truck near Jasper, Texas.

On September 28, 2003, John-
son — 42 at the time but child-
like and naive — was brought to
a “pasture party” to serve as the
night’s entertainment. Pickups
were backed up to a bonfire as par-
tygoers taunted Johnson. They got
him to dance around the fire, and
someone tried to get him to pick
up a burning log, witnesses said.

One of the young men punched
Johnson in the head and knocked
him unconscious. Instead of tak-
ing Johnson to the hospital, the
men put him into the back of a
pickup truck and left him by the
side of a remote rural road.

Johnson suffered serious brain
injuries, and he’ll never fully re-
cover. The Cass County, Texas, ju-
ries that heard the criminal cases
against two of the defendants,
Christopher Colt Amox, who was
20 at the time of the assault, and
James Cory Hicks, then 24, acquit-
ted them of serious felony charges

hnson case

JOE ROY

and instead handed down lesser
convictions, with a recommended
sentence of probation only.

The two other defendants,
Dallas Chadwick Stone, then 18,
and John Wesley Owens, then 19,
were allowed to plead guilty to-an
“injury to a disabled individual
by omission” charge. They testi-
fied against Amox and Hicks.

A judge sentenced Owens, Stone
and Amox to 30-day terms in the
county jail and Hicks to 60 days.

make your blood boil more —
what happened to Billy Ray or
what didn’t happen to those who
abused him,” said Center chief
trial counsel Morris Dees.

The lawsuit, filed in Cass
County District Court, alleges
that the defendants are liable for
assault and negligence, among
other things, in the case. It seeks
compensatory damages.

Johnson, who had no criminal
background, history of violence
or trouble of any kind, lived with
his mother and brother before the
assault. Now he lives in a Texarka-
na nursing home with permanent
brain damage. He tells visitors
that he wants to go home, but
that’s not possible without costly
special assistance.
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A MESSAGE FROM CENTER PRESIDENT RICHARD COHEN

"We must turn every stone to seek justice for martyrs’

mmett Till was just a boy of

14 when he traveled to Mis-
sissippi from his home in Chicago
in 1955. Not understanding the
mores of the segregated South,
he made the terrible mistake of
whistling at a white woman.

Southern “justice” was swift.
That weekend, Till was taken away
by white men. His body was found
three days later, weighted and
dumped in the Tallahatchie River.
A bullet was lodged in his skull.
One eye was gouged out, and one
side of his head was crushed.

His mother, Mamie Till, wait-
ed for justice that never came.
Two white men were acquitted
at the time, and just last month
a grand jury declined to indict
anyone else, closing the books on
the case.

But her son’s murder galva-
nized the Civil Rights Movement.
Ms. Till insisted that the casket be
open at the funeral, so the world

: could see Emmett’s mutilated
‘body and so that America would

be forced to confront the horror
and brutality of the racial vio-
lence that plagued the South. She
hoped her son’s death would help
put an end to the unspeakable in-
justices that many other mothers
endured.

I knew Ms. Till. Before she

died, she spoke at
the 1989 dedica-
tion of the Civil
Rights Memorial
built by the Center
at our headquar-
ters in Montgom-
ery, Ala. Today,
water flows con-
tinuously over the
round granite table
that contains the
inscription of her
son’s name, along
with 39 other martyrs of the Civil
Rights Movement,

The fact that no one may ever
be punished for her son’s death
would not have surprised her. It
would have only strengthened

TOM COGILL

Richard Cohen

efforts to look into
the unresolved cas-
es from that era. To
aid that initiative,
we have forwarded
to the FBI infor-
mation about 75
people who died
between 1952 and
1968 under cir-
cumstances sug-
gesting they may
have been victims
of racially moti-
vated violence,

Some of the crimes will never
be solved. But we should ensure
that every lead is followed.

The problem all along has
been the assumption that these

We must remember that these were not
just murder cases. These were cases in
which the criminal justice system failed.

her commitment to justice for the
other victims.

And it should strengthen our
resolve to demand justice for
them, as well.

Now the FBI is renewing its

murder cases are “cold.” For
years, that assumption was al-
lowed to become a self-fulfilling
prophecy, an excuse for inaction.
Because justice has been delayed
for so long as a result, it is more

difficult and expensive, of course,
to achieve justice now than if
these cases had been properly
pursued from the start.

Some would argue that the dif-
ficulty and expense — something
brought about by our failure to
pursue justice vigorously in the
past — should be reason enough
to forget about pursuing justice
today. This argument, of course,
is perverse. Human life is price-
less. That’s why there is no statute
of limitations on murder.

Yes, it is important to set pri-
orities in law enforcement. But
we must remember that these
were not just murder cases. These
were cases in which the criminal
justice system failed. Prosecuting
them now not only brings closure
to the families but also vindicates
the justice system itself.

Martin Luther King Jr. was
fond of saying that though the
arc of the moral universe may be
long, it bends toward justice. Be-
fore our nation closes the books
on the civil rights era, we should
turn over every stone to seek jus-
tice for the martyrs of the move-
ment. For every case where justice
is finally achieved, there are 10 for
which it will never happen. Justice
in one case will have to serveas a

symbol for many others.

MAILBOX

I am not a “teacher” per se, but a psycho-
therapist who is employed by the Lee Coun-
ty Youth Development Center, working with
“at risk” children who are referred from
counties around the state. I brought your
generous offer of free resources on teaching
tolerance to the attention of my supervisor,
and this week a “great bounty” of resources
arrived in our office!

I cannot begin to tell you how a small
group of passionate, committed and some-
times burnt-out therapists appreciate this
“gift!” We are now working on ways in
which we can best utilize and maximize the
wonderful resources we now have, to ensure
that every child we provide services for is
reached and can grow in ways that are so
neglected and undervalued in the USA.

The Zulu concept of “uBuntu,” humanity
and tolerance, is only possible through our
relationship with other humans, and chil-
dren are the carriers of this uBuntu/human-
ity. Thank you for everything you are doing
to facilitate this value.

M. M.
Auburn, Alabama

As both a law enforcement officer and a
university professor, I appreciate all the work
the Center is doing. The Intelligence Report
is super. Look forward to each and every is-
sue. I work gangs and other such groups all
over the U.S. and I have much appreciation
for your organization’s efforts. Thanks!

B
Conway, Arkansas

Thank you so much for the free curricu-
lum Rhinos and Raspberries you sent me. [ am
a school counselor at a K-4 school, and I have

used the stories in each grade, incorporating
the fables with literacy and cooperative-ac-
tivity lessons. I spent 90 minutes in various
classes, and the students loved the stories and
the tie-in with life lessons and values.

It is going to take me a month to accom-
modate the many requests I've had from
teachers to teach these lessons in their class-
rooms. Thank you so much for providing
these free materials. Our budget is tight, and
without your support, this would not have
been possible..

1.D.
Windham, New Hampshire

Keep up the great work! You do outstand-
ing things in every good way because people
do outstanding things in bad ways! We need
more folks like your group. Thanks for mak-
ing my life better. As a lesbian, I know that
hatred is out there; my gift is to live an open
life to maybe change some thinking. Overall,
your work effects change on a grand scale
—as it should be. Thanks again.

L. M.
Stratford, Connecticut

I just received your mailing regarding
the case of Billy Ray Johnson in Linden,
Tex. I want to say how proud I am to be a
supporter of the Center and the work that
Morris Dees and other Center employ-
ees do. Thank you for taking on the case
of Billy Ray Johnson, a man I have never
heard of. I will pass on the information to
my friends and family so they can know
about this case, the community’s response
and your work with it.

A. B.
Bloomington, Indiana

Teaching Tolerance has turned out to be
one of the most invaluable resources I've
found.

M. G.
Florence, South Carolina

Thank you for spearheading the work on
the exploitation of guestworkers. It needs to
come to the attention of more Americans, and
having your work picked up by The New York
Times does just that! I am proud to be a sup-
porter of what you do, and I am so grateful for
your mind, your energy and your wisdom.

RY
Bradford, Vermont

I go to Century College. [See related story
on page 8.] On Jan. 24, Morris Dees came here
and gave a wonderful and inspiring speech.
What this organization is doing is amazing.
Thank you all for being so courageous and
loving. You are all doing a wonderful job.

LLE
White Bear Lake, Minnesota

I am a student teacher and was looking for
a way to teach my students about Rosa Parks
and the Civil Rights Movement. I found a copy
of Mighty Times: The Legacy of Rosa Parks. 1
showed this video to my class. I have never
seen these students so mesmerized by some-
thing. It is an excellent film and it really helped
my students understand that time period.
Thank you for the wonderful and in-
sightful things you do with teaching toler-
ance. In a place like Utah, where there isn’t
that much racism from hate, but from igno-
rance, it helps to spread a little knowledge.
D. L.
Lehi, Utah
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New report documents anti-Semitic sect FIFSEPNTF

In January, the Center’s Intelli-
gence Project released a report,
“The New Crusaders,” on the
anti-Semitic “radical traditional-
ist” Catholic movement.

Not affiliated with the Roman
Catholic Church, the radical
traditionalist movement, which
rejects many Vatican edicts and
in some cases does not 4
even believe that Pope &
Benedict XV is a valid
pope, is shot through
with anti-Semitism.
Mel Gibson, who went
on an anti-Semitic ti-
rade this past summer
after being pulled over
for drunk driving, as
well as his Holocaust-
denying father, Hutton
Gibson, are both mem-
bers of this renegade Catholic
movement.

The Intelligence Project’s
three-year investigation of this
subculture found that these
Catholic extremists may well rep-
resent the largest population of
anti-Semites in the United States.
Organized into more than a doz-
en organizations that the Center
now designates as hate groups,
radical traditionalists in the U.S.
are preaching anti-Semitism to as
many as 100,000 followers.

The radicals’ understanding
of what has gone wrong with the

world boils down to a few basic

things. They believe that most
of the theological developments
within the church since the Vati-

can II reforms were passed in
the 1960s have been egregiously
wrong, especially with regard to
reconciling with Jews and the
followers of other faiths. And
they lament the phasing out of
the Latin Mass and argue that
the new Mass, preached in local
dialects, does not guarantee salva-

AP WIDEWORLD

Movie star Mel Gibson (right) and his father, Hutton Gibson, are
members of a renegade anti-Semitic Catholic movement.

tion. (Radical traditionalists have
almost nothing in common with
traditionalist Catholics, who at-
tend Latin Masses and support
the Vatican).

An international movement,
radical traditionalism is grow-
ing and spreading its anti-Se-
mitic teachings. Some of the
most extreme of the radical
traditionalists are increasingly
interacting with neo-Nazis and
their fellow travelers. For ex-
ample, John Sharpe, head of the
anti-Semitic hate group Legion
of St. Louis, attended the 2006
conference of American Renais-
sance, a racist publication that
specializes in race and intel-
ligence. That same year, Father

Nicholas Gruner, leader of the
International Fatima Rosary
Crusade, attended a conference
of The Barnes Review, a Holo-
caust-denial journal.

At a conference put on in
Philadelphia by the hate group
Catholic Family News, anti-
Semitism was rife. Radical tra-

. ditionalists hold sev-
| eral conferences a year
where anti-Semitism
is preached and anti-
Semitic tracts, such as
the Protocols of the El-
ders of Zion, are sold.
The Philadelphia par-
ticipants spent much
of their time describ-
ing elaborate anti-Se-
mitic conspiracy theo-
ries, in particular one
that dwelled on the perils of a
much-feared “Judeo-Masonic”
plot. As preached that day, the
alleged conspiracy involves an-
cient, shadowy fraternities such
as the Masons, who are seen as
puppets in a Jewish master plan
aimed at destroying the Catho-
lic Church.

For the vast majority of Cath-
olics, the existence of this anti-
Semitic subculture is highly dis-
tressing. The church has worked
extraordinarily hard in recent de-
cades to distance itself from anti-
Semitic teachings and the idea of

forcing its view of the world on

unbelievers. Many Jewish and or-
ganizations from other faiths have
applauded these efforts.

Hate group numbers continue increase

Energized by the rancorous
national debate on immigra-
tion and increasingly successful at
penetrating mainstream political
discourse, hate groups in America
continued to grow in number in
2006, rising 5 percent over the
year before to 844 groups.

That increase translates into a
40 percent jump in the number
of groups since 2000, when there
were 602 hate groups operating in
America, according to research by
the Center’s Intelligence Project.
Much of the expansion has been
driven by hate groups’ exploita-
tion of the issue of illegal immi-
gration, which many Americans
see as a pressing concern.

Last year’s hate group growth
came despite continuing disarray
on the neo-Nazi scene, with vari-
ous relatively weak groups vying
for dominance; a series of embar-
rassments, including the arrests
of two key leaders; the deaths of
many stalwarts of the white su-
premacist old guard; signs of a
splintering skinhead alliance; and
the absence of any single major
group working to unify the oth-
ers. '

At the same time that hate
groups continued to prolifer-
ate, the United States has seen
the breathtakingly rapid rise of
a right-wing anti-immigration
movement made up of groups

that are xenophobic but mostly
stop short of the open racial ha-
tred espoused by hate groups.
In just the past two years, some
250 new nativist organizations
have sprung up, some of them
armed and engaged in vigilan-
te round-ups of unauthorized
Latino immigrants. More and
more of them have taken up the
tactics of personal, in-your-face
intimidation.

Anti-immigrant sentiment grows

Most of these anti-immigra-
tion groups routinely denigrate
unauthorized Latino immigrants
and also popularize conspiracy
theories that originate in hate
groups, such as an alleged Mexi-
can plot to annex the Ameri-
can Southwest. As a result, it is
no longer uncommon for these
ideas and theories to make their
way to radio, television or other
mainstream venues. Even U.S.
congressmen now bandy about
unsubstantiated accusations of
immigrant criminality, helping to
whip up an atmosphere in which
immigrants are seen as personally
threatening.

“This kind of really vile pro-
paganda begins in hate groups,
makes its way out into the larger
anti-immigration movement,
and, before you know it, winds up
in places like ‘Lou Dobbs Tonight’

on CNN,” said Mark Potok, di-
rector of the Intelligence Project.
“This country needs a robust de-
bate on immigration, but it does
not need a debate based on racist
allegations and bogus conspiracy
theories.”

Although the anti-immigra-
tion movement has endured sev-
eral recent splits, it appears to
be growing more radical overall,
particularly since its supporters
on the right wing of the Republi-
can Party have grown increasing-
ly isolated and weak as the GOP
suffers from election losses and
an unpopular war. That radical-
ization was reflected in a recent
comment from Chris Simcox, a
co-founder of the Minuteman
Project who had been a relatively
moderate voice in the nativist
movement.

“Be prepared and stock up
on survival supplies, you may
well need them,” Simcox warned
movement colleagues in an e-mail
early this year, as immigration
legislation that could expand the
guest worker program advanced.
“I'm not advocating it, nor am I
claiming I will participate, how-
ever, the fact remains, hundreds
of thousands of Americans will
consider this the final straw, vio-
lent civil disobedience will break
out all over the country if this

legislation gets passed.”

gence Briefs

tracking extremiist activity

Holocaust denier attacks
Nobel laureate

SAN FRANCISCO — Famous au-
thor and Holocaust survivor Elie
Wiesel was attacked by a Holo-
caust denier who had evidently
been shadowing Wiesel for weeks
before accosting him Feb. 1 in a
hotel elevator here, where Wiesel
had just finished speaking at a
peace conference.

According to police reports,
Eric Hunt, 22, of Sussex County,
N.J., dragged Wiesel from the el-
evator, while demanding that Wi-
esel admit the Holocaust a myth,
and then fled when Wiesel cried
for help.

Hunt later posted an account of
the assault on several white suprem-
acist and anti-Semitic websites.

Wiesel, 78, survived the Nazi
death camps at Auschwitz and
Buchenwald during World War II,
and has since written more than
40 books. He is best known for his
memoir, “Night,” about his expe-
riences at Auschwitz. Wiesel won
the Nobel Peace Prize in 1986.

Hunt was arrested Feb. 17 in
New Jersey, and later extradited
to San Francisco on charges of
attempted kidnapping, battery,
stalking, elder abuse and commis-
sion of a hate crime. .

White supremacists
distribute fliers

BOULDER — Members of the Na-
tionalist Coalition, a white suprem-
acist hate group, distributed “Love
Your Race” fliers around Valentine’s
Day in Lafayette, Colo. The fliers,
which were placed on windshields
and thrown in driveways, depict a
blonde woman below the motto
“Love Your Race,” along with the
Nationalist Coalition’s website ad-
dress and a phone number.

The Nationalist Coalition is
based in St. Petersburg, Fla.

The phone number on fliers
connects callers to a recorded
message describing the Nation-
alist Coalition as “the foremost
organization working for the
long-term interests of white
Americans.”

The hate group’s website in-
vites users to take the Nationalist
Coalition’s “how anti-Semitic are
you quiz,” which includes ques-
tions like, “Generally speaking,
the Jews are physically attractive.
Yes, No, or Not Sure?”

The website also offers other
fliers for users to download free
of charge. One declares: “Non-
whites are turning America into
a third world slum. They come
for welfare or to take our jobs.
They bring crime. Let’s send them
home now!” Another flier is titled,
“Anne Frank Hoax Exposed,” with
the subtitle, “Clever Jew made
millions from dead daughter.”

Sgt. Fred Palmer of the Lafay-
ette Police Department said the
fliers are protected free speech.

Lawmakers threatened
by extremists

PHOENIX — Two Arizona law-
makers announced they have
received death threats from anti-
immigration extremists.

Rep. Bill Konopnicki, a Re-
publican who represents Saf-
ford, Ariz., said he and his fam-
ily were threatened in e-mails
and an anonymous letter after
he was quoted in newspapers
urging his colleagues to show
restraint in considering new
laws that would penalize small
business owners for hiring un-
documented immigrants.

“I never thought that I would
fear for my safety or the safety
of my family when I took a seat
in the Arizona House of Rep-
resentatives,” he said during an
emotional speech on the floor of
the House Feb. 20. “None of us
should fear for our safety or of
those we love.”

Konopnicki cited a “poisonous
atmosphere” surrounding the im-
migration debate, but vowed he
would not be intimidated. “We need
to vote our conscience,” he said.

One month earlier, Rep.
Kyrsten Sinema (D-Phoenix)
said that she had received several
death threats and threats of rape
after she introduced a bill that
would criminalize armed vigi-
lante border patrols.

“I am not unwilling as a pub-
lic figure to tackle issues that are
controversial and unpopular, but
1 did not expect this,” Sinema told
The Arizona Republic.

Neo-Nazi sentenced for
nerve gas plot

JACKSON, TENN. — Longtime neo-
Nazi Demetrius Van Crocker was
sentenced to 30 years in prison in
December for plotting to detonate
a sarin nerve gas and C-4 plastic
explosive “suitcase bomb” in the
U.S. Capitol building.

Crocker was arrested in 2004
after meeting several times with
an undercover FBI agent posing
as a domestic terrorist employed
at the Pine Bluff Arsenal in Ar-
kansas. Crocker arranged for the
agent to deliver explosives and
a water-filled container marked
“Sarin” that Crocker believed to
contain nerve gas.

A jury in federal court here
convicted Crocker last April.
During the trial, prosecutors
played several hours of secretly
recorded conversations in which,
as the Memphis Flyer described in
its coverage of the trial, “Crocker
poured out his racial hatred, his
loathing of the government, his
obsession with chemical and con-
ventional weapons, his admira-
tion for Timothy McVeigh (who
blew up the Murrah Building
in Oklahoma City on April 19,
1995), and a chilling familiarity
with basic chemistry.”



4 SPLC REPORT

SPRING 2007

Center sues Klansmen
for beating of youth

RANDENBERG, KEN. — The

Center filed suit Feb. 22
against two Klansmen who sav-
agely beat a teenage
boy at a carnival here
last July.

The lawsuit defen-
dants - Jarred Hens-
ley, 24, of Cincinnati
and Andrew Watkins,
26, of Louisville -
are members of the
Imperial Klans of
America, the nation’s
largest Klan group at the time of
the assault. In separate legal ac-
tion, they were each sentenced to
three years after pleading guilty to
second-degree assault.

The Klansmen targeted the
16-year-old boy, whose father
is a Kuna Indian from Panama,
because they thought he was His-
panic. They beat, kicked and spit
on him during the attack, which
occurred shortly after midnight at
the Meade County Fairgrounds.
They also shouted racial epithets,
calling him a “spic.”

The teenager suffered two
cracked ribs, a broken left fore-

Andrew Watkins

arm, multiple cuts and bruises,
and jaw injuries that required
extensive dental repair. Trauma-
tized by the beating,
he is seeking mental
health treatment.
The Klansmen
were arrested at the
scene and initially
charged with disor-
“derly conduct and
alcohol intoxication
in a public place. On
Aug. 10, Hensley and
Watkins appeared in court and
were arrested on assault charges.
Hensley was wearing the same
steel-toed black boots with red
laces that he wore during the as-
sault.

A Meade County grand jury
on Sept. 11 indicted the men on
second-degree assault as a hate
crime, alcohol intoxication in a
public place and disorderly con-
duct. They have remained in jail
since their arrest.

The Center’s lawsuit, filed in
Meade County Circuit Court,
seeks both compensatory and
punitive damages.

Center dono invited to trial

|

Morris Dees poses with Dallas lawyer Chandra Vick during her visit Feb. 27. Dees
invited Vick, a Center donor since 1989, to attend the trial in the Billy Ray Johnson case,
set for April 17 in Linden, Texas, northeast of Dallas.

Center prompts expanded FBI initiative

he Center was instrumental
recently in a decision by the
U.S. Justice Department to re-
examine many of the unsolved
murders from the civil rights era.
The Justice Department’s Feb.
27 announcement of the initiative
came a few days after the Center
provided the FBI with informa-
tion about the deaths of dozens of
people who may have been victims
of racially motivated killings.
Center President Richard Cohen
was invited to appear at a Washing-
ton, D.C., press conference with
Department of Justice officials and
representatives from the NAACP

and the National Urban League to”

discuss the initiative.

“There are murder cases from
the civil rights era that still cry out
for justice, cases that cry out for
further investigation,” Cohen told
reporters. “Now, with today’s an-
nouncement, there is renewed hope
that these cries will be answered.”
(See commentary on page 2.)

The names forwarded to the
FBI were gathered from research
done for the Civil Rights Memo-
rial. The names of 40 people who
met certain criteria were inscribed
on the Memorial’s timeline. Doz-
ens of others could not be includ-
ed because there was not enough
information known about the cir-
cumstances of their deaths. Their
names are displayed on a wall in

the Civil Rights Memorial Center.
“Those responsible for these
forgotten deaths — those who
may still be alive today, like James
Ford Seale, who was recently ar-
rested for the murders of Henry
Hezekiah Dee and Charles Eddie
Moore — have gone unpunished
too long,” Cohen said in a letter ac-
companying the list of 75 names.
The list of 75 names sent to the
FBI is alphabetical and includes the
time and place of each death and a
brief description of what happened.
“We suspect that some were
killed by white supremacists to
intimidate the black commu-
nity or to thwart the Civil Rights
Movement,” Cohen said.

Memorial plays role in unsolved murders

R;search conducted in con-
ection with the Civil Rights
Memorial has played a key role in
the reopening of unsolved civil
rights era murders, including the
recent indictment of James Ford
Seale in Mississippi.

When the Southern Poverty
Law Center was planning for
the Memorial, its research staff
searched long-forgotten files at a
number of sites in an
effort to determine
who should be listed
as martyrs on the
Memorial’s granite
timeline. When the
40 were selected, the
Center published a
book, Free At Last,
that tells their sto-
ries. It was distrib-
uted in concert with
the Memorial’s ded-
ication and was up-
dated in 2004.

The book be-
came a valuable tool
for journalist Jerry
Mitchell of The [Jack-
son, Miss.| Clarion-
Ledger. He has un-
earthed documents,
cajoled suspects and
witnesses and pur-
sued evidence in the
notorious killings from that era.
“Free at Last became my road
map on my journey into reinves-
tigating these cases, starting with
the 1963 assassination of Mis-
sissippi NAACP leader Medger
Evers,” he said.

“The Memorial stands as a
reminder that the martyrs’ kill-
ers walked free, even though ev-
eryone knew they were guilty,”
Mitchell said. “After it was dedi-
cated in 1989, it transformed into
an instrument of justice.”

The Memorial and the book
helped ensure that the martyrs
were never forgotten, he said.
The Memorial is situated across
the street from the Center’s head-
quarters in Montgomery, Ala.

In early 1989, Mitchell at-
tended a special press screening
of the film Mississippi Burn-
ing, a fictionalized account of
the three civil rights workers

murdered in Neshoba County
in 1964. Also at the screening
were two FBI agents who had
opened a Mississippi office dur-
ing a search for the three work-
ers. The film and his conversa-
tion with the agents afterwards
piqued Mitchell’s interest in un-
solved civil rights murders and
prompted his quest to bring un-
punished killers to justice.

Visitors read the names of martyrs inscribed on the Civil Rights M

Mitchell’s reporting resulted in
the 1994 conviction of Byron de
la Beckwith for the Evers killing;
the 1998 conviction of Imperial
Wizard Sam Bowers for the death
of Vernon Dahmer; the 2003 con-
viction of Ernest Avants for kill-
ing caretaker Ben Chester White;
and the conviction of Edgar Ray
Killen for helping orchestrate the
Neshoba County murders. His
stories also contributed to the
investigation that led to Seale’s
indictment.

“It has not been an easy jour-
ney, Mitchell said. “There were
many people who wanted me to
stop, including friends, family
and fellow journalists.”

Since 1989, authorities in
seven states have re-examined 29
killings from the civil rights era
and made 28 arrests - including
Seale’s - and obtained 22 convic-
tions. Mitchell has won a number

of prestigious awards for his re-
porting, including the 2005 John
Chancellor Award for Excellence
in Journalism.

“For too long, people thought
that nothing could be done about
those who had literally gotten
away with murder during the
civil rights era,” Cohen said. “But
as we've seen in recent years, with
the successful prosecutions of

town Montgomery, Ala.

ial in d

murderers like Edgar Ray Killen,
Dr. King was right when he said
that the arc of the moral universe
bends toward justice. It’s our hope
that investigators will continue to
prove the point.”

Legislation that would give
the Department of Justice and
the FBI the ability to reopen civil
rights era criminal cases that have
gone cold was reintroduced in
Congress on Feb. 8. The Emmett
Till Unsolved Civil Rights Crime
Act is named for the teenager who
was murdered while on a summer
vacation in Money, Miss., in 1955.
Public outrage surrounding the
case helped spur the modern-day
Civil Rights Movement.

The proposed legislation, orig-
inally introduced last year, is co-
sponsored by Sens. Chris Dodd
(D-Conn.) and Patrick Leahy (D-
Vt.) and Reps. John Lewis (D-Ga.)
and Kenny Hulshof (R-Mo.).
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Congressional delegation visits Civil Rights Memorial

Congressman John Lewis (D-Ga.) points to a list of “forgotten” — dozens of slain people from the civil rights era whose deaths likely
were racially motivated — displayed in the Civil Rights Memorial Center. Lewis, accompanied by Center President Richard Cohen,
visited the Center after leading a congressional delegation to a wreath-laying ceremony at the Memorial on March 3.

Grant teaches students about Holocaust

MOUNT AIRY, N.C. — When
she learned that some of
her students were hiding their
Jewish identity because they
feared being bullied, Linda My-
ers knew she had to address the
problem.

“There wasn’t just one inci-
dent, there were several of them,”
said Myers, “We had a teacher
who abandoned a course of study
because some students were mak-
ing fun of their peers.”

When she realized the ex-
tent of the problem, Myers, who
teaches more than 60 students
at ].J. Jones Intermediate School
here, went home and wrote an
application for a Teaching Tol-
erance grant. Her idea for the
project was to use different
picture-based texts to address
growing up in an environment

Blake Hensley (left) and Phillip Whitt, 5th graders at Jones Intermediate School, learn about the

used books about the Holocaust.
Myers’ students looked through
the books, which included Tell
Them We Remember, Star of
Hope, The Harmonica, The Cats
in Krasinski Square, Four Perfect
Pebbles, on their own. The stu-
dents then read one of three nov-
els about the Holocaust: Number
the Stars, The Devil’s Arithmetic
and Daniel’s Story.

Myers says she chose the pic-
ture books because she believed
they would help her students
identify with victims of the Holo-
caust, without frightening them.
Over the course of a week, the
students read the picture books

-and watched the movie Six Mil-

lion Paperclips. All along, Myers
introduced ideas of propaganda,
bias and intolerance.

“We talked about the stereo-

Holocaust from a book provided through a Teaching Tolerance grant.

where not everyone shared the
same religious beliefs.

“I always knew that if 3™ and
4" graders are teasing someone
about their religion, it’s because
they don’t understand,” Myers
said.

Myers received a $500 grant
from Teaching Tolerance which
she used to purchase 40 new and

types the students have encoun-
tered and heard, and we discussed
the impact that stereotypes and
propaganda have,” Myers said.
“The idea was to make them less
nervous when talking about these
issues.”

One way the students looked
at propaganda and bias was by
examining their own textbooks.

They looked at their own books
critically and compared them to
other reading they have done on
the Holocaust. They were then
encouraged to offer their own
opinions on whether the books
present an unbiased view of the
Holocaust.

In addition to the Holocaust,
Myers’ unit covered the Civil Rights
Movement and ended with the ter-
rorist attacks of September 11.

“If you look at it, the lesson of
the Civil Rights Movement is the
lesson of the Holocaust is the les-
son of 9/11,” she said. “In educa-
tion, we are the teachers of good
citizenship. All of those are exam-
ples in history where citizenship
failed.”

Teaching Tolerance grants ad-
ministrator Rhonda Thomason
said Myers’ project exemplifies
the kind of work the
Center aims to support
through its Teaching
Tolerance grants.

“Linda Meyers’ grant
project is a fine example
of the kind of program
that we hope to see
implemented in class-
rooms across the coun-
try,” Thomason said.
“Her comprehensive
literacy project actively
involves students in dia-
logue about religious
tolerance and immi-
gration acceptance and
helps break down barri-
ers. Her project models
tolerance education that
can make a difference in
every classroom and in
every school.

Since its inception in 1997,
the Teaching Tolerance grants
program has awarded more than
1,000 grants — totaling more than
$1 million — to educators nation-
wide. The money supports a wide
variety of innovative, student-
centered projects that promote
tolerance and respect.

Center to release
resource for parents

For more than 15 years, Teach-
ing Tolerance has helped
educators nationwide reach our
nation’s young people with les-
sons of respect and understand-
ing. This spring, the project will
extend its support
to children’s first
teachers: parents.

A new guide-
book, Beyond the
Golden Rule: A
Parent’s Guide to
Preventing and Re-
sponding to Preju-
dice, offers practical
advice for caregivers
of children in three
age groups: the pre-
school years (ages
2-5), the elementa-
ry and preteen years
(ages 6-12) and the teen years
(ages 13-17.)

“For several years, we've of-
fered tips for parents online and
in Teaching Tolerance magazine,”
said project director Jennifer Hol-
laday. “This guidebook represents
a more formidable commitment
to helping parents, grandparents
and guardians nurture appre-

New guide offers advice to
parents.

ciation for human differences
among our nation’s next genera-
tion of leaders.”

Beyond the Golden Rule already
is receiving praise from parenting
experts across the country.

“Dividing the
guidebook by de-
velopmental level,
using such varied
and fine examples
from so many fami-
lies nationwide,
using the wisdom
of the experts and
concluding with
specific tips makes
for a comprehen-
sive and easily read-
able volume,” said
Dr. Kerby T. Alvy,
the founder and ex-
ecutive director of the Center for
the Improvement of Child Caring
in Studio City, Calif. “Beyond the
Golden Rule should become basic
reading for all parents.”

Beyond the Golden Rule will be
available for free online at www.
tolerance.org/parents; print cop-
ies will be made available at cost to
children’s caregivers nationwide.

o “;‘_';j i7
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SUN-SENTINEL/MARK RANDALL

It Up’

Teaching Tolerance’s national celebration, Mix It Up at Lunch Day, breaks down barriers
between students of all ages. Tatiana Campbell (right), greets fellow Palm Beach Com-
ity College student Jheneal Nelson during lunch at the Lake Worth, Fla., school. This

year’s Mix Day is set for Nov. 13,

New Center report documents
widespread guestworker abuse

(continued from page 1) they face de-
portation, blacklisting or other re-
taliation,” the report says.

“Guestworkers don’t enjoy
the most basic protections of a
free labor market — the ability to
change jobs if they are cheated
or abused by their employer,”
Bauer said.

The rights that H-2 work-
ers do have exist mostly on pa-
per. The federal government
has failed to protect them from
unscrupulous employers, and
most cannot obtain private legal
assistance to enforce their rights
through the courts.

The report concludes that
the H-2 guestworker program
should not serve as a model for
immigration reform, but in fact

should be overhauled if allowed
to continue. It offers specific rec-
ommendations to remedy the
worst abuses.

“The mistreatment of tempo-
rary foreign workers in America
today is one of the major civil
rights issues of our time,” Center
President Richard Cohen said.
“For too long, we’ve reaped the
economic benefits of their labor
but have ignored the incredible
degree of abuse and exploita-
tion they endure. Congress now
has an opportunity to right this
terrible wrong. Congress should
eliminate the current H-2 sys-
tem entirely or commit to mak-
ing it a fair program with strong
worker protections that are vig-
orously enforced.”
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TRIBUTE GIFTS RECEIVED BY THE CENTER FROM DECEMBER 2006 THROUGH FEBRUARY 2007

Pamela & Tarek Abdalla
& Family

Lillian 5. Abelow

Mary Abrams

Claire Albert

Kevin Allan

James Allen

Donna Altschuler & Family

Vemnaon Amaro

Edward 0. Anderson

Mr. & Mrs. R E D Anderson

Andrew Weaver Teachers &
The Special Ed Dept.

Margaret Crosby & Artis
Arnold

Marilyn Singer & Steve
Aronson

Diane Austin

Joan Bourke Bailey

Melissa Bailey

Milner Ball

Bancroft School

James Barbat

Diane Bardol

Dave Barker & Pegay
Barker

Pam Bamett

Sarah Basile

Rosemary Baskin

Sil. Spiege! & Jo Ann
Bastis

Michael Bates

Boris & Jane Bauer

Miison Baxter

Alyn Beals

hshley Beavers

Charles Becker & Marsha
Becker

David Becker & Jill Becker

Heary Leonel Beeches

Emest A. Belforti

Robert L. Benefield

Ross Benjamin

Medea Benjamin

Naomi Benson

Sarah H. Benson

Molly Berger

Fred Bergman

Mary Bergs

Mr. & Mrs. Bob Berry

Susan Bickley

Mark Bilkey

Krista G. Binnie

Ruth Birndorf

George Blair

Judy Blase

Bernard & Mickey Bliden

Chasa Block

Mr. & Mrs. Ken Blow

Lyndall Boal

Paul D. Boas

Opalf W. & Lou Boffo

Cathleen M. Bolek

Elena M. Dimuzio & Seth
Boor

Bob & Barbara Borom

lane T. Brink

Helen Brook

Sam Brott

Dale Brown

Mr. & Mrs. Don Brown

Ernestine Bugbee

Dawn Buist

Clifton & Dolores Bullard

Howard Burg

Tim Burka

Hugh Bums & Barb Burns

Selma Bums

Mr. & Mrs. Adam Buttress

Lillian Cahn

Alan Caley & Karen Caley

Mary Caley

Brent Cantley

Herbert L. Cantiey

Rob Camell & Anna
Camell

Pamela Caryl

Macaela Cashman

Alberto & Margot Cerri

Bertram Chalmer

Milo Chen

Kris Chilcoat

Daniel Chiss

Bethine Church

Joanne J, Church

Deanna Clarke

Katherine P. Cleland

Todd Cleland

Hillary Rodham Clinton

Sandra Cobb

Michael H. Cohen

Mimi Cahen

Leah Cole

Lewis Collat

Jeff Cobvin

Robert Conaty & Carla
Conaty

Lance Conn

Ernest and Betty Conner

Mary Anne Convis

Gene Cook

lane Cooley

Sonja Seitamo Corbacioglu

Tom Cornford

Sandy Corwin

Allen & Toby Cosin

Judith Creedy

Daniel Crosby

Ben Crosby

Joe & Judy D' Afflitti

Joel Dain & Ellie Dain

Maria Dalianis

Paul Ascher & Kathryn
Daniels

Jeniece B. Davis

Lucinda Davis

Morris Dees

Brad Dell & Cheryl Dell

Dennis M. & Cheryl Dennis

Dial Dickey

Esther DiMarzio

Marvin Diogenes

Jennifer Discher

Sarah Dolven

Tess Domb-Sadoff

Mary Donohue

Elyn Dortch

Laurel Douglass

John & Heather Downes

Dan Downey

James 8. Downing

Marcy Dutton

Howard S. Ebright

Debbi & Peter Jacobs
Echert

Virginia & Albert Edahl

Margaret Edward

Lucia Eichler

Stuart Elkind & Barbara
Elkin

Karen Efliott

Paul & Helen Emert

Phil Emmer

Bill Ericson & Jen Ericson

Susan C. Eriksson

Bob Eshbaugh & Margaret
Eshbaugh

Patrick & D'Onna Esquibel

Paula Evans

Susan J. Evers

Fall 2006 SOC! Soc. of
Race & Ethnicity

Jane and Paul Farrell

John & Denise Favia

John & Gayle Feick

Dave Feldman & Carol
Feldman

Evan Fieldman

Evesham School District

The Fine-Cortell Family

John Fitzgerald

Malka Fleischmann

Christine Flink

laki Florsheim

Harry Flynn

Elizabeth Klepeis &
Richard Foley

Michael Ford & Kris Ford

Joshua Foszcz

Julius & Jane Fraser

Andrew D: Fredman

Andrea B. & Emma Freed

Janet Freed

Cindy Fret

Scott Frewing

Hannah & Murray
Friedman

Andrea Frusciante

Daniel Fuentes

Dale Galbo

Paul Gardullo

Mary E. Hackenbracht &
Buck Gee

Lauren Gerken

Joanpe Gemish

Carol Giancarlo

Bernard Gibbs

David Gibbs

Jerald Gibbs

The Gibson Family

Henry Gibson

The Gillespie Family

Julie 0, Glass

M. Glasscoch

Ruth Goldberg

Barry & Debra Gold-
man-Hall

Solomon Goldstein-Rose

Sam Grover Goren

Sylvia Gottesmann

Tina Gottlieb

Stephen Marcus & Janice
Graham

Lisa Graves

Ashley Grebe

Tricia Greco

Robyn C. Gregg

Saloma B. Grose

Trish Grose

Gilda Hanna Gross

Ruth M, Gruenberg

Charlotie Gundlach

Gwen Gutierrez

Cathering Hagnni

Mr. & Mrs. Jere Hall

Martha Hall

Darien Hallagen

1. Walton Tomford &
Gretchen Hallerberg

William Tecosky & Trish
Halloran

Jack Hamilton & Ann
Hamilton

Maxine E. Hammer

M. G. Hamner

Janet Hansen

Nancy Hansen

Susan Harding

Sidney Harman &. Jane
Harman

Ken & Shoma Harrison

Thomas Hart

James Harter

William Hattersdorf

Carol Hawkins

John Hayward

John Hefner

Deena Hellman

Marityn Rhyne Herr

Alvin Hertzberg

David Hicks

Thomas D. & Suzanne Hill

Mr. & Mrs. Matt Hilley

DiAnne Hirsch

Jere Hochman & Family

Stanley A. Hoffberger

Roger Hoffer

Myra L. Hoffman

Carrie Hogan

1B. Holman

IN HONOR OF

Beau Holt

Thelma V. Hope

Natalie A. Hophins

Linda Hopper

Martin Horn

Regina Horowitz

Priscilta Horton

Gina Holly Horwitz

T. (Nana Bhai) Hossain

Addison & Brenda Howe

Marion Howes

lane Hrach

Geoff Hughes

Meghan Hughes

Cathy Jacobson

Barbara Janes

Marnie Jeffers

Suzanne R. Jenkins

Roxanne lenson

Jim & Ruth Johnson

Patrice Johnson

Susan Johnson & Warren
Johnson

Tyrone G. Johnson

Gail Joice

Margaret Sally Jones

Peter Jones

Veronica Jones

Susan Juhl

William W._ Justice

Samuel G. Kalichman

Brendan Patrick Kalstad

Geoff Kany & Gracia Kany

Doug Kaplan

Maria ). Karantonis

Robert Kams

Marilyn Kautfman

Friends 01 Carolyn Kelley

Danyel Kelly

Patricia Kelly

Sarah A Kelly

Margaret Kennedy

Mick Kennedy

Samuel Kennedy

Paulette Kenney

Tod Kent -

Sue Kesler

Dr. & Mrs. Paul G. Kil-
lenberg

Fred Kime & Kathryn Kime

Henry & Charlotte
Kinelman

Steve Anacker & Lisa King

Brenda King & George King

Norma Kirby

Robert & Patricia Kittrell

Ryan & Sarah Kleem

Maxine Klimasara

Al Kiine & Anne Kiine

Evelyn Kiowden

1l Klowden

Lynn & Ronald Klowden

Temi Klowden

Rubilee Knight

Adrian Korpel

Arlene Clogner & Carol
Kountz

Anna Kovach

Nat & Sally Kernick

Marie Kurrie

Linda Lambert

Ermest Lampkins

Daniel ). Landau

Dana Landis

Elayne Lash

Martha Laudert

George Lawlor

Mari Lawrence

Patricia F. Lawrence

Betty Lee

Judy Brown Lee

Larry Lee

Lyle C. Lehman

Rose Marie Lehner

Kitty Leonard

Jack Lerman

Jefi Levin

Danny Stem & Dyala
Levison

Lenore Levy

Robert Levy

Julia Lewis

Roberta Liebenberg

The Lobet-Stuart Family

Linnea Lot

Mona Logsdaon

Martin Lorenz

Richard F. Lowy

Marvin Lubin

Susan & Jack Ludwig

Beth Magee

Nancy Mike Moser & Beth
Magee

Catherine E. Main

Donna Marbach

Michael Margolis

Dan Sharpe & Jan
Marinsky

Rycke Marshall

Shirley & Marv Martin

Gregory 5. Marx

Debbie Mattina

James P. & Nancy Maywar

Milton Mazo

Sallie McCarthy

Sharon McCormick

Mark S. McCoyne

Della M. McDuffie

Howard McGee

Mark E. McGuire

Harold McLemore & Linda
McLemore

Brooke & Ryan McPhee
Barbara J. Meislin
Barry Meltzer

Annie & Bob Mentzinger

Michael H. Mescon & Enid
Mescon

David & Joan Metheny

David M. Metheny

Allen Meyer

David Meyer

Suzanne Meyers

Laura & Lou Meyi

Amy Mitchell Meza

Rebecca & Julie Country
Mice

Ron & Terry Milcalka

Connie Miller

Cynde A, Miller

Flavia C. Millikan

Sophie Minis

Anne Moebes

Mrs. Bill Mormis

Laura Yanow & Ross
Morrison

Leisa Morrison

James R. Mormow

Effie Murphy

Rachel Murphy

Jan Muto

Antonio Napoles

Harry & Paula Nathanson

Spring Naylor

Paul Neff

Linnea Nelson

leanne Newman

Nicholas

Joan Nickolaisen

Megan E. Nierman

John & Judy Nowak

Nolan & Eva 0'Brien

Kris Ohlen

Frederick C. Chsiek

Carolyn Conte & Dan
Ollendorf

Wyley Owens

Mr. & Mrs, Richard A Palm

Lana A. Panagoulia

Christina Panagoulia-Tri-
antafillopoulos

Elsie C. Paolini

Beth Papes

Lenara Parr

Dave & Anne Parton

Carolyn Chappell &
Charles Pascoe

The Patterson Family

Kristine Pauisen

Hiliary & Andrew Peck

Sarah Perez-Silverman

Nina 5. Perl

Malcolm Petal

Mocona & Comel

Pewewardy

Keith Phares

Stef Bouigist & Sean
Pickton

Norman Piersol & Vivian
Piersal

Peggy Pillard

Bert Plath

Bruce Plopper

Lance & Barbara Harsh-
man Plunkstt

Agnes R. Pollock

Jennifer Poret

Elizabeth Portenza

Brendon Pratt

Rashmi Radhakrishnan

Julius Raicer

Rahul S. Rao

Larry Rauch

lennifer Reitz

Ethan & David Reynolds

Curtis Rich &. Vangie Rich

Lara LeVoy & David
Richardson

Gail E. Richardson

Martha L. Ridgway

Mases Kleinman Rifkin

GMAC ResCap ORM
Risk/Compliance

Jason Baris & Cathly
Ritchie

Gail Robinsan

Mr. & Mrs. R. Robinson

Andrew Romanaft

Alban Rosen

Jack B. Rosen

Herb & Rhoda Rosenthal

Judy Rosenthal

Samantha Resenthal

Jon §. Rosky

Chuck Ross

CC Cave & Peter Rothstein

Linda Rows-Kalichman

Mauresn Rowan

Paula Alida Roy

Thomas A Rubeo

Thomas C. Ruppel

Maxine & Philip Russakotf

Heather Russell

Ruth Sack

The Safyer Family

Maxine F. Salamon

Robert David Sandine

Ebin Sandler

Carl S. Santilli

Daniel Saul

Jared Saussy

Faculty & Staff Of Princ-
eton Friends School

Students & Staff at Jef-
ferson High School

Helen & Henry Scheier

Tillie Scheuer

Kathleen Schonmeyer

Howard Schwartz

Robert A. Schwartz

Julie Schwartzberg

Jake Scott & Sarah Scott

Andrew & Rebecca Scully

1. B. Scully

Dr. & Mrs. John P. Scully

Marti & Mike Sekerak

Miriam Rachel Sernik

Guadalupe Serrano

David Shapin

David Sharpe & Patricia
Sharpe

Sheba Grossman Sharrow

John Sheeler

Carl Shelby

Jennifer & Lydia Shelley

Sloan & Heather Sheridan-
Thomas

John M. Shields

Maurice E. Shils

David Shouldis

Martha Shouldis

Marianne Signorino

Amelia Silverman

Ellamae Simmons

Samuel J. Simon

Jennifer Skeldon

Ben Smith

Donna Smith

Maurice Smith

John Smith-Lontz

Ted Smith & Teresa Smith

Florence Snell

Andrew |. Smyder

Patricia Soden

Mary Ann Dulcich & Robert
Spiegel

Jane Sprenger-Wallace

Lisa & Daithi Richarson
Sproule

Rick & Susan Stalcup

Jill Stanley

Bruce & Susan Stedman

Ann §. Stem

Lauren Stevens

Forest & Lisa Stewart-
Krutter

Jeff Moore & Jodi Stewart

Morten Stokkan

The Stoller & Contente
Families

Bruno Strauss

Jalkka Street

Mikki Pound Stull

Michael Swanson

Keith R. & Mary Louise
Symon

Supfeya Taneja

Mary Tappouni

Mae-Mae R. Staackmann
Taylor & Chris Taylor

‘Dale Thackery

Leray Growe & Crista
Theophilus

Ann Holden Thompson

Mary Kay & Lynne
Thompson

Mike Thompson & Marga-
ret Thompsan

Judy Anderson Tolbert

Pamela Tolbert-Bynum

Gordon H. Torgersen &
Margaret Torgersen

Bob & Marilyn Troppmann

Dick True & Mary Sue True

Jere Turek

LaVerne Uhte

Harold & Ann Underdown

Donna ). Underwood

Marcia Vick

Elisabeth Visser

Jean Vogel

Harriet Wagner

Grace Walker

Tim Walker

Kim Ward

Leo Ware

Jim Warren & Pat Warren

Mary Weimer

Miriam Weinstein

Vernon Weisensel

Nelly Weiser

Kit & Ted Weiss

Sandy & Mickey Welsh

Dorothy Wendt

Leon Wentz

Harlan Werner

Richard Wertheimer

Erin Wheat

Linda Wheatley

Jeft & Rene Whitton &
Family

Phillip Wierson

Bianka & Allen Kolb
Wiggin

Jerome S, Wilcox

Kate Wiltord

The Wilkie-Tomasik Family

Les Wilkinson

Mack & Betty Williams

Tanysha Williams

Clare Williamson

Leah Yvonne Willis

Alyson Wilson

Lynn Wilson

C. T. Wood

Eric & Diana Wood

Ellen Woodaff

Sue Woodrow

Denise Woods

Dougtas Wright

Lawrence Van Til

Pamela & Paul Van Wyk

Stephen Yeaton

Julia Young

Mario Zinga

John Zinner

Stephen L. Abelov

F. B. Ackerman

Tim Albrecht

Lem Alien

Mary Altekruse

Lena Ambarras

Blane Anderson

Daris Andersan

Ruth Andress

Marvin 5. Arffa

Harry B. Ashin

Georgiana M. Baker

Sybil Ramberan Baksh

Stephen Barker

Winifred D. Barnes

Pamela Bamett

Sidney S. Baron

Henrietta Lane Barr

Julia Baughman

Margot Baum

John H, Bauman

LaVaughn Beard

Robert William Bednash

Ellen M. Beers

Phil Beihn

Mable Mckaney & Jennie
Bell

Rosie Bennett

Daniel Berger

Howard Bemnstein

Sue Black

Thomas Black

Mortan Bloam

John Bonacei

David M. Boodman

Anthony ). Bralick

Dick & Martha Lesser
Breen

Bill Brown

Denise Brown

Minnie Jean Brown

Shirley M. Brown

Ben Brucknes

Edmund Brunner

Marilyn Buerkle

Harry Bugin

Martha Bussert

Robin Bymas

Robert Cake

Otis Cary

Mary Beth Case

Margare! Louise Tucker
Chandler

Morris B. Chapman

Carol & Frank Taylor and
Tina & Charles

Edna Charlson

Howard Chenfeld

Tetry Chesser

Robert Christopher

Toni Cobb

V. Sarah Coblentz

Leon Cohen

Madeline Rose Coker

Christopher Colby

Leon Croen

Alice Summerbell Culbert

Adrienne Dahlke

Bob Danilowicz

Barb & Doug Davis Father

MAKE A TRIBUTE GIFT

& Father-in-Law
Virginia G. Davis
Theresa M. DeFerrosi
Marge Denenberg
June Dennis
Sanford Froy Demis
John Descy
Sigmund Diamond
Sam Deorfman
Bernie Dorman
Robert F. Duffey
Richard Dunn
Seymour J. Dunne
Carl Echstein
Adrien Tara Egan
Estella Ehelebe
0. John Eldred
Mark ). Ellingbos
Frank Engdahl
Seymour Faber
Mrs. Whalen's Father
Sylvia E. Faye
John Ferm
Marian & Andrew Fielding
Father of Soerette Fougere
James R. Frahm
Ed Frankel
Gloria Frankel
Burt Friedman
Nicholas Fry
Arthur ). Galligan
Litio Gattoni
Sylvia Gayer
Anne Ripley Gehing
Dena Geschwind
Mary C. Gl
Bob Gilman
Elizabeth Harden Gilmore
Paul Ginberg
Nell Glasco
David & Bertha Goldstern

Glass
Phyllis Glaude
Esther Gollub
Harrison D. Goodman
L R. Goodman
Rochelle Goodman
Max Edward Goodwin
Irving Gorelick
Joy W. Gottlieb
Edna M. Graham
Olga Graham
Betty Grove
David Hakanson
Veima Hall
Rex Hendrix
Lily Heuman
Victor Hirsch
Betty Howard
Bill Hughes
William B. Huie
Al Hunting
Chhan Huy
Hamilton Ingram
Mally vans
Miriam P. Jaegerman
Ann Joffe
Clarence Johnson
Orlando Johnson
Howard L. Jones

IN MEMORY OF

Eleanar Kale

Hei E. Kaneda

Irving M. Kaplan

Sylvia Kaplan

George Kapp

Barbara Kargulevicz

Kent R. Katz

Donald Kaufman

Marion Kemeny

John F. Kennedy

Ruth G. Kimball

Martin King

Timothy D. King

Stuart W. Thayer & William
J. Kitby

Ted Kigin

William Kling

Sandra Klippel

Hans & Conni Koldewey

Samuel § | Komorita

Bonnie Kozak

Seymour Krames

Barbara 5. Kunkel

Mary N. Kurt

Mother Of Harry Laderberg

Daniel Larkin

Gloria Lax

Rita Lefkowitz

Sam Leiderman

Tommilee Leonard

Scott Lerner

Barbara Leslie

Saul Lesser

Nancy Peevy Levin

Ira W. Levy

Susan B. Levy

Lennie Lewis

Paul & Alma Lewis

Harold L. Light

Russell J. Linnerman

Miriam Lippman

Harold Littenberg

Juanita Littlejohn

Leonard W. Lock

Donald W. Loria

Hilda Lubin

James W. Lundberg

Maryann Mahaffey

Sally Maloney

Arlene Margowsky

Elizabeth Marks

Carter L Marshall

David Asher Martin

Renee M. Martin

Will McDuffie

Mancy & Jim McGregor's
Mother & Mother-in-Law

Mildred McGurty

James E. McQuarnie

John H. Meagher

Lucille & Maury Medwick

Jane Mendel

Pal Merryman

Betty Jane Miller

Paul Miller

Charlie Miller

David H. Mills

Kalman Mintz

Laurence Moller

Jose Montoya

Ralph Morgan

Sylvia Marris

Sidney Morrow

Mike & Roberta Morley's
Father & Father-in-Law

Gilda Morse

Conrad Moses

Benjamin Moss

Esther Mossman

Cindy Ruzansky's Mother

Evelyn Mundy

Carol Munnelly

Edna Nakamura

Edward J. Nemeth

Juanita Nesbit

Oscar & Gertrude Nimetz

Ingrid Ofias

Mildred Oxman

Will Padway

Rosa Parks

Carol Pasternak
Woolvin Patten

Daon Paulston

Erwin Pearl

George T. Peters
Richard M. Peters
Ludwig Pick

Jean Pollitt

Mary Beth Polta
Matt Postlewaite
Richard S. Prentis
Joan Maskow Price
Saundra L. Quezaire
Abe Raich

Josefa V. Ramirez
Seymour Rattner
Theodore Rausch
Alex Rode Redmountain
Bob Reed

Fred L. Reed

Robert Reinders

Jon Reinsch

Bessie M. Riggins-Reid
Lawrence J. Riis
Julius C. Ritter

Sara Robbins
Marliese H, Rolle-Jordan
Lynn Rollins

Bill Rose

William Rose

\da & Harry Rosen
Rose Rosen

Marves Rosenbaum
Merwin Rosenberg
Herbert C. Rosenthal
Karen Rosmarin
Gerald Rosner

Sally Rothenberg
Waiter P. Rozmarynowycz
Max F. Ruch

Oscar Rutstein

Else Sackler

lanice Dochier Samoska
Mendy Samstein
Beth Samuels

David Sanbom

lane Schauftier

Ruth Schechtman

Judith F. Scheibe

Rita Scheines

Frances Schneidman

Susan G. Sims

Ruth C. Skaggs

Mary Spann

Ida Sper

Dina Stalfings

Loyd M. Starrett

Larry Steeb

Sylvia Stein

Victor Steinberg

Marjorie Steiner

Edward G. Steinlauf

Karen Steward

Leonard Stine

Iva Stane

Debbie Storch

William Sturner

Donna R. Sullivan

Sol Superstein

Gregory K. Swanson

James Martin Sweeney

Jarrie C. Tent

Elsie B. Terral

Mary Thompson

Marty Tirsch

Betty Andersan Tracy

Jennie Vea Travers

Eileen Turcheiretz

Mia Van Soestbergen

Douglass Vick

Vivian

Frieda Wald

David Waldman

Virginia R. Waller

James K. Walton

Mary 5. Ward

Paul M. & Ruth Hamrick
Ward

Clyde W. Wardlaw

Claire R. Weber

Richard E. Weinreich

Anna Weiss

Cecil Weiss

John Weldy

Joseph Henry Thomas
Weston

Atlee Asher & Phyllis H.
White

Elaine G. White

John White

John E: & Marian Wilcox

Alberta Williams

Jack H. Williams

Elsa Mae Wilsen

Samuel Wilson Ill

Carmen Winston

Virginia Wolber

Gerald Wolf

S. Steven Wolfson

Elsie Dean B. Woods

Jack Wright

Bill Young

Eldee Young

The Center accepts gifts in memory of someone who has died or in honor
of a special occasion such as a birthday, anniversary or graduation. Donors
may also give a gift just to say “thank you.” The Center will send a card to
the person honored or the family of the deceased. Complete this form and

mail it with your contribution.
PLEASE PRINT
lam enclosing a special gift in the amount of §
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To celebrate his/her/their
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City/State/Zip

INDICATE ON ACKNOWLEDGEMENT THAT GIFT IS BEING MADE BY:

Your Name(s)
Address
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Center remembers
Partner for the Future

he founder of a tremen-

dously successful business,
Ed Broida was able to retire early
and spend the second half of his
life pursuing his true passions.

A Cleveland native, Broida
founded R & B Development Co.
in 1962 and retired just 10 years
later. He created one of this coun-
try’s premier private art collections.
He became a generous _
philanthropist, donat- £
ing a substantial por-
tion of his collection
to the Museum of
Modern Art (MoMA)
in New York City and
becoming one of the
Center’s Partners for
the Future.

Partners are special
donors who include the Center in
their wills or estate plans, thereby
extending their support for the
Center’s work beyond their life-
times. Broida’s support of the
Center reflects a commitment to
issues he dealt with his entire life.

“He was always against all
sorts of prejudice and racism,”
said his wife, Gisele Broida. “As a
Jewish kid, he felt a lot of preju-
dice growing up, and it gave him
an awareness of discrimination
and racism.” - .

In 1974, the year Ed turned
40, he began devoting much of
his retirement to renewing an
early interest in art and began
frequenting art galleries and art-
ists” studios in Los Angeles and
New York. He purchased his first
three paintings, created by Philip
Guston, in 1978, which grew into
a collection of over 800 works by
a varied group of artists.

In 2005 Broida contacted
MoMA, and offered the museum
its choice of pieces, except for a

Ed Broida

few special items that he wanted
to keep for his children. In Oc-
tober, the museum announced
Broida’s gift of 174 contemporary
works by 38 artists.

The museum hosted an exhibit
of Broida’s collection, “Against the
Grain: Contemporary Art from
the Edward R. Broida Collection,”
in 2006. Eric Broida, his son, said
of the exhibit: “It
was very emotional
and raw. [Itrepre-
sented the heart and
soul of Dad’s collec-
tion and to have had
the opportunity to
have seen it together
in one place was
very moving.”

In addition to
playing a role in the future of the
Center’s work, Broida made a
lasting contribution to both the
art world and more importantly
to his family. “You couldn’t have
asked for a better father,” Eric
Broida said. “I honestly don’t
believe there is another person
in the world that has treated me

personally with absolute uncon-

ditional love. That has taught me
something profound and that is
very deeply missed.”

Ed also taught his children

another important value. “With.

respect to Dad’s feelings against
any form whatsoever of discrimi-
nation or racism, that was drilled
into my head growing up, and I
feel exactly the same,” Eric Broida
said. “Dad would talk to me ev-
ery year about the SPLC, and the
reason he was so passionate about
you is for the very reason of your
existence, that you fight discrimi-
nation and are committed to racial
equality. Dad was very passionate
about that fight, and I am too.”

Scroll of “Remembrance

The Southern Poverty Law Center pays tribute to the memory of
deceased supporters who included the Center in their Wills or other
planned gifts. The Center gratefully acknowledges their bequests,
received from February 1, 2006, through February 28, 2007.

Robert A. Anson
Benjamin S. Arnstein
Ada T. Augustadt
Sylvia E. Barr
Jacqueline T. Bellizzi
Elsie Bleimiller
William Blumberg
Lela Boylan
Muriel G. Blumenthal
Lewis C. Branscomb
Delores Brereton
Pearle S. Brelsford
Alberta F. Brown
Elisabeth B. Burgess
Helen Callbeck
Robert B. Carlisle
Adrea Z. Carter
Victor M. Carter
Selma H. Cohen
Joan M. Cohn
Sigmund S. Cohn
Margaret H. Collins
Murray & Norman Cossey
Aileen B. Cramer
Elizabeth T. Crosby
Margaret B. Crounse
Nathan N. Crounse
Frances Dincin

* Malcolm Dodds
Margaret E. Donovan
Francis W. Dorsam

Ruth Ehrlich

Leon S. Epstein
Elizabeth C. Farmer
Jeffrey Ferguson
Frances D. Fitzgerald
Jeanne B. Foster
Martha Gadsby
Dena Geschwind
Harold Goldberg
Annabelle K. Gunnett
Tillie R. Hamelstein

Willard Hartzoff
Virginia Hebbert
Edna B. Heidgerd
Edde O. Henderson
Helen Hoffman
Pela P. Hundley
Josephine L. Hyder
Adele Jackson
Alice A. Jackson
Lee Jackson
Jennie B. Kahn
Fannie Kaplan
Ellen Kaufman
Myron Kaufman
Elaine M. Knapp
Leland E. Large
Margery Lawrence
Barbara Leavitt
Johanna Lederer
Sydney Levitan
Ira & Olive Levy
Emilee T. Lewis
Betty S. MacColl
John Matzka
Elizabeth McNeill
Pat W. Merryman
Rose Miller
Frances B. Morse
Margaret E. Mulac
Joanne FE. O’Byrne
Robert & Florence Perman
. Mahlon Pitney
Aaron Pollack
Janpette Powell -
Jerome Prigoff
Laura Ray
Mae W. Reed
Loretta S. Rhyan
George K. Richmond
Necla Rose
Dorothy B. Rothkop
Theodore Rothkop

Edwin Rounds
Gertrude J. Sandt
Leonard Schiff
Meno Schoenbaéh
Iverne Schroer
David Schwartz
Jean J. Scott
Dorothy L. Seaberg
Dorris*Sherman
Vincent Sherman
Daryl M. Shoemaker
Geraldine J. Skinner
Mary E. Smith
Muriel Smolen
Muriel Sommer
Mattie L. Stevens
Nancy L. Stevens
Peggy J. Suckle
Libby Taffel

Eileen Tait

Michele Till

Lois Fahs Timmins
Pauline Tompkins
William V. Totman
Majorie Z. Van Arsdale
Irene A. Van Deusen
Dorothy Van Vleck
Miriam S. Watson

Weinerg
Adolph & Anne Weinstock
Irving & Thelma Wiener

 Alan Winet

Celia Wright

Jean B. Yaeger

James Ylvisaker
Jean Ann Young
Walter J. Zimmerman
Marjorie B. Zucker

Leave a legacy through Partners for the Future

artners for the Future is a special
group of donors who include the Cen-
ter in their estate plans. These supporters

Center in your will or living trust. Youmay ~ plannedgiving@splcenter.org.
provide for the eventual distribution of as-
sets, such as those held in retirement fund

contact us so we can update our records.
1f you have already included the Cen- We want to officially welcome you as a
ter in your will or estate plan, please Partner for the Future!

are helping ensure the Center’s long-term  accounts or life insurance ......ccveeevianeriiieiiiiiiina.. IO R S S 2000 AT T I R e s
success. Would you consider joining us? policies, potentially gaining : E .
There are several ways to join Part- taxor financial benefits. : OThe Center is already included in my will or estate plans. Please welcome me as a Partner for the Future.
ners for the Future. You may include a After plm.mi:_:g forthe fi- ' Opminterestedin receiving geueralinfostostion about wills and planned giving.
bequest to the Southern Poverty Law nancial security of your family : ; 4 i + - s
and loved ones, we hope you : Please send me information on the following specific planned giving opportunities:
will consider joining Partners  : O wills O Charitable Gift Annuities O Insurance Policies [ Real Estate
for the Future by makinga : OLiving Trusts O Charitable Remainder Trusts 1 Retirement Plans O Securities
planned gift to the Center.
For information about : My date(s) of birth is:
the many planned giving : !
opportunities available at : Telephone
the Center — with no obli- :
gation — please contact our : Name
planned giving department ;..
by calling toll-free 1-888- :
414-7752 or by mailing this  ©  City/State/Zip
form. You can also visit us :
online at www.SPLCenter. : E-mail Address

org/donate or e-mail us at

Civil Rights Memorial

Mail to: Partners for the Future
Southern Poverty Law Center - P.0. Box 548 - Montgomery AL 36101-0548
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Sexually harassed Florida farmworkers get justice

One of Florida’s largest fruit
and vegetable wholesalers

has agreed to pay $215,000 to
settle allegations of sexual ha-
rassment in one of the few such
lawsuits ever brought on behalf
of farmworker women in the
United States.

The lawsuit, initiated by
Southern Poverty Law Center
attorney Ménica Ramirez Guer-
rero, alleged five Haitian women
working at Gargiulo Inc’s toma-
to packinghouse in Immokalee
were subjected to repeated, un-
welcome sexual advances by their
supervisor and then faced retali-

ation after they complained. The
retaliation included the firing of
three of the women.

“While they were being ha-
rassed they did not know that
laws existed to protect them,”
said Ramirez Guerrero. “Due to
the fact that they are immigrants
and farmworkers, our clients
thought it would be impossible
to achieve justice. They believe
that this settlement will help oth-
er women who are experiencing
sexual harassment, so that they
do not feel helpless.”

The consent decree, the result
of lawsuits brought by the U.S.

Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission (EEOC), the Cen-
ter, Florida Legal Services and the
Fort Myers law firm Webb, Scar-
mozzino & Gunter, was signed on
Jan. 21 by U.S. District Judge John
E. Steele in Fort Myers.

The EEOC has identified
several other, unnamed women
who were also harassed, and
they will each receive a share of
the settlement.

Retaliation followed rejected advances

The lawsuit alleged that from
the fall of 2003 until the spring
of 2004, the women endured

repeated requests for sex, offen-
sive sexual remarks and physi-
cal contact with their bodies.
The women, who worked as to-
mato graders, said they rejected
the supervisor’s advances and
suffered retaliation as a result.
They were suspended without
pay, subjected to adverse work-
ing conditions and either fired
or not rehired for a new pack-
ing season. Despite complaints
to Gargiulo officials, the com-
pany took mo action on the
women’s behalf.

The case was filed in Septem-
ber 2005 by the EEOC, alleging

New handbook to aid female farmworkers

orma Douglas knew the

working conditions on the
tomato farm in Florida would be
less than ideal, but she never ex-
pected her new employer to lock
her up at night. g

But that’s exactly what Douglas
said the company did to her and
the other women who traveled by
bus from Hidalgo, Mexico, to the
United States to work on the farm
to earn money to send back to
their families. Over the course of
a week, the workers were allowed
two hours — one on Saturday and
one on Sunday — in which they
‘could leave the company’s prem-
ises.

Douglas’ story is not unique,
but it’s seldom told. By some es-
timates, there are up to 4 million
low-wage immigrant women toil-
ing at difficult jobs in the United
States. Many report some form of
on-the-job abuse. Ten came for-
ward to tell their story in Voices
for Justice, a new handbook dis-
tributed free of charge by Espe-

ranza, the immigrant women’s
legal initiative of the Southern
Poverty Law Center.

“Low-wage immigrant women
are among the most vulnerable
workers in our country because of
their gender, their economic real-
ity, their status as immigrants and
their.unfamiliarity with the law,”
said Monica Ramirez Guerrero,
who directs Esperanza, which
means “hope” in Spanish. “This
makes it easy for other people to
prey upon and exploit them.”

The new handbook educates
low-wage immigrant women
about their rights in the work-
place and the steps they should
take if they are confronted with
harassment or discrimination.
Often they are unfamiliar with
their rights in the United States,
the legal system and the proce-
dures related to asserting their
rights, Guerrero said.

“These women are often vic-
tims of economic and sexual ex-
ploitation,” Guerrero said. “They

are frequently the first to be fired
or laid off. They are not paid
equally to their male counter-
parts, and they are sometimes not
paid at all. In addition, they face
sexual violence in the workplace
at alarming rates”

While there are no
national data to sug-
gest the true number
of low-wage immi-
grant women who
face sexual violence
or harassment, in
one survey 90 per-
cent of farmworker
women in California
reported that sexual
harassment in the
workplace was a ma-
jor problem.

And when women are as-
saulted, cheated out of money,
or locked up on the company’s
grounds, they often do not know
where to turn. They also feel as
though they are the only such
victims. That is another reason a

handbook with personal stories is
so critical, said Guerrero.

“Often women say that they are
afraid to take action because they
do not know anyone else who has
done so,” said Guerrero. “They
feel they are alone, and they fear

New handbook, in English and Spanish, is free.

retaliation for taking action. The
women in Voices for Justice have
come forward so that others will
know that they are not alone and
that they, too, can speak out.”

The handbook is available in
both English and Spanish.

violation of the federal Civil
Rights Act, which prohibits sex
discrimination in the workplace.
Several months later, the Cen-
ter intervened in the action on
behalf of the women, adding a
claim of sexual harassment and
retaliation under the Florida
Civil Rights Act.

Although the company denied
responsibility for any wrongdo-
ing, the parties reached an ami-
cable settlement before trial.

In addition to the monetary
settlement, Gargiulo, based in
Naples, agreed to adopt a written
policy against sexual harassment
and retaliation by the end of
February that includes a report-
ing procedure to provide Hai-
tian and Latino employees with
a Creole and Spanish language
interpreter. The company must
provide a copy of the policy to
all employees and managers in
both its Immokalee and Naples
packinghouses.

Gargiulo also agreed to train
all of its employees at both plants
about the new policy. A two-hour
annual training for both plants’
managers and supervisory per-
sonnel will focus specifically on
recognizing harassment and re-
taliatory acts.

“The injunctive relief in this
case is particularly important;
given that migrant farmworker
women and other low-wage im-
migrant workers often know little
or nothing about their rights in
the face of sexual harassment,”
said Ramirez Guerrero. “In addi-
tion, even though sexual harass-
ment is believed to be a frequent
problem faced by farmworker
women, few know where to re-
port it, and they fear they will be
retaliated against for making a
complaint.”

Center’s book Speak Up’ inspires entire college

HITE BEAR LAKE, MINN.
— Center resources are
in widespread use in classrooms
across the country. But its newest
anti-bias handbook, Speak Up!,
has garnered a first. It was chosen
as Century College’s first campus-
wide common book project, dis-
tributed to each incoming fresh-
man last fall as well as to all the
school’s faculty, administration
and staff. A total of 6,000 of the
free guides are in use there.
“Reaction was incredibly posi-
tive,” said Tracey Wyman, who
headed the project. “It certainly
contributed to improving the cli-
mate here. We'd see students in the
hallway with their Speak Up!book,
reading it on their own. People
have been so excited about it.”
When Wyman joined the Cen-
tury staff in 2000, only about 5 per-
cent of the college enrollment were
students of color. Today, Wyman’s
diversity initiatives have helped in-
crease the number of minority stu-
dents to about 24 percent. They are

NANGY Ln_a_masmn

Tracey Wyman explains to Morris Dees how Century used
Speak Up!

mostly of Hmong descent with His-
panic students ranking second.

She implemented an interna-
tional program, Seeking Educa-
tional Equity and Diversity (SEED)
when she arrived, making Century
one of the first higher education
institutions to incorporate the 30-
year-old program into its protocol.

“I’ve been on the Teaching
Tolerance e-mail list forever and
have ordered and used all kinds

of your materials
in my classroom
over the years,”
Wyman said. She
discovered Speak
Up! soon after the
Center released
it. “I saw it and I
went crazy,” she
said.

She described
the school’s envi-
ronment as un-
welcoming for
those who are not
a part of the ma-
jority. “People will fake nice and
cut you behind your back. To do
programming for people who are
in such denial is hard,” Wyman
said. “I had been looking for
something like Speak Up! through
every network, something that
the average person could read and
understand. When I saw it, I went
nuts because it was exactly what I
could use with everyone.”

Wyman presented the guide-

]

book to school administrators,
and they were equally enthusias-
tic. “Everyone from maintenance
workers to faculty staff read the
book and began having conver-
sations about what it means to
them,” she said.

All new students were given a
copy during the school’s orien-
tation and told to hang onto it.
Then the book was distributed
to all the college’s administration
and staff. Extras were offered to
faculty wanting to use it in their
classroom. During a faculty-wide
conference at the beginning of the
school year, Wyman offered two
sessions that addressed Speak Up!
and how to use it in class. Dis-
cussion questions derived from
the book’s content, designed to
provoke introspection and help
understand and eliminate big-
otry, were posted on the college’s
website. Special posters promot-
ing the book were hung all over
the campus.

Speak Up! was used in a va-

riety of campus classes, from
Reading to Radiography. “The
students commented that the
book was great, and from their
papers, I believe they really got
something out of the experi-
ence, said Laura Chaffee, a radi-
ography instructor.

Some classes asked students to
write descriptions of their own
encounters with everyday bigotry.
On April 5, a professional acting
troupe will be on campus to act
out these scenarios for an all-staff
conference. A dialogue will fol-
low each in which faculty can dis-
cuss how they could handle such
situations. “I think it’ll really have
an impact,” Wyman said.

Center founder Morris Dees
spoke at Century in January. “It
turned out to be a beautiful par-
allel. Students loved him. It was a
feather in our cap,” Wyman said.
The faculty who used Speak Up!
in their classrooms had an hour-
long session with him to talk
about their experience.
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On a Saturday night

' three years ago, a mentall
disabled black man from Linden
was taken to a party filled with
white kids his age. A few

o _ oy o - e A _ BB hours later, he was dumped
{ Center lawyers e . B, ] "Bl Dbytheside of theroad,
S . L . _- "B | bleeding and unconscious.
will be in Llnden, e B e =i But of all the crimes that
_ . : B - BT L - ! were committed, none was
Texas, on Apl’ﬂ 17 SES e B g L S worse than how the small
: el ; o il SR ol East Texas town responded—
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Billy Ray Johnson | L R | thevictims.
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DAYBREAK WAS STILLMORE THAN ANHOUR
awayon the morning of September 28, 2003, when Cass County
sheriff’s deputy John Elder turned down Old Dump Road. Above
the tree line, the sky was moonless and dark. Cass County is
presseddeep into the northeastern corner of Texas, hard against
the Arkansas and Louisiana state lines, and it is erisserossed by
back roads that meander into the woods, under pine awnings
and over low-water crossings and past unincorporated com-
munities not found on maps. Elder followed the blacktop as it
tacked back and forth, and after roughly a mile, he spotted a sil-
ver pickup idling at a T in the road. Two young men who had
called the sheriff’s department were sitting inside. “He’s over
here,” the driver called out, motioning for the deputy to follow
him. Elderfell inbehind the pickup asitheaded to the left, down
a countyroad that had fewhouses or mailboxes or signs of life.

They came to a stop after halfa mile, and
Elder could make out a figure on the ground,
huddled in the fetal position. He was a short,
slight black man, and he was wearing only a
T-ghirt and jeans despite the cool weather.
Elder knelt down, and after fishing the man's
identification outofhis pocket, the deputy saw
that he was Billy Ray Johnson. Around Linden,
the county seat, Billy Raywasoften seen hang-
ingaround the courthouse square or walking
by the side of the road, and hewas what people
intown politely called “slow.” Elder could see
that he was alive but in bad shape. The bottom
half of'his face was bruised and swollen, and
his breathing sounded labored. Hisupper lip
was cut, and blood had pooled on the ground
under him. His entire body had been badly
stung by fire ants. The deputy tried to wake
him, but Billy Ray was unconsecious.

Elder called for an ambulance and then
inspected the pavement, searching for evi-
dence of a hit-and-run. But he found no skid
marks or broken glass, and so heturned to the
two white men who had led him out there to
ask them what they knew. Elder recognized
the bigger, heavyset one with the erew cut
as 24-year-old Corey Hicks, who had served
in the Navy and now worked at the sheriff's
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departmentas ajailer, Elder wasn't familiar
with Corey’s friend, 19-year-old Wes Owens,
who stood with his hands in his pockets and
said little. “Now, how did y'all find him?" El-
der asked.

Corey shrugged. “We were just riding
around,” he said, explaining that they had been
atapartyuntil earlythat Sunday morning. “We
drove up on him and saw him laying there.”

Eldernodded and didn't probe further. Billy
Ray smelled of alcohol, and in the absence
of any evidence of a hit-and-run, the deputy
guessed that the 42-year-old had been out
walking and had hit his head when he passed
out. The twoyoung men who had led himthere
were nothing if not helpful; when the para-
medicsarrived and loaded Billy Ray’s limp
body onto a gurney, they helped lift him into
the back of the ambulance.

But by the following morning, Billy Ray had
yettoregain consciousness. A CAT scan found
that he had suffered a subarachnoid hemor-
rhage, aserious brain injury thatcan be caused
by blunt force to the head. While he layina
coma, word spread that he had last been seen
Saturday night at a pasture party with some

Lue Arthur Wilson stands where his
couxin was left by the side of the road,
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Left: Lizzie Mae Stephenson, Billy Ray's
mother, and her son Bonnie still live in Linden.
Below: Billy Ray grew up in this trailer

with his grandmother.

white boys half hisage. Still, the sheriff’s de-
partment did not grasp that ithad a criminal
investigation on its hands until Lieutenant
Ray Copeland, the department’s chiefinves-
tigator, began receiving anonymous phone
calls—three that week, all from what sounded
to him like the same soft-spoken white man.
“Yall need tolook into whathappened to Billy
Ray,” the caller said, and hungup.

What the investigation unearthed was a
story that noone in Linden wanted to believe:
Billy Ray, who is mentally disabled, had been
taken to a party, ridiculed, called racial slurs,
knocked unconseious, and then dumped by
the side of the road. Even the strangers who
had come to hisaid were not Good Samaritans
but two of the perpetrators. Had the town's
white residents condemned what had hap-
pened to Billy Ray, the incident might have
faded into memory; the crime pivotedon a
gingle punch. Instead, they closed ranks, and
Juries in both eriminal trials that followed
declined to give the defendants more thana
slap onthe wrist. Now Morris Dees, one of the
nation’s preeminent civilrights lawyers, has

taken up Billy Ray’s case, and Linden—aplace
most Texans have never heard of —will likely
become the focus of national attention when
the wrongful-injury lawsuit goes to trial this
spring. Whetheranew jury will see things dif-
ferently depends on how Linden perceivesits
own role in this drama: as a community that
must redeem itselfor ns asmall town unfaivly
maligned by outsiders.

BILLY RAY GREW UP LESS THAN TWO
milesfromwhere he had been found, inasag-
gingwhite trailer on Old Dump Road. He was
raised by hiswidowed grandmother, EraLock-
ett Taylor—Miss Era, as she was called—after
hewas born with meningitis to mentally dis-
abled parents. Billy Ray had five brothers, two
of whom were also mentally disabled. (Rela-
tives and neighbors raised all but the young-
est son, Bonnie.) As a boy, Billy Ray was able
tograsp simple concepts hismotherhad never
mastered, like how to dial a phone number or
pay for something in a store, but he couldn’t
learn to read or write, and he was often the
butt of other kids’ jokes; on the school bus,
his cousins handed over their lunchmoneyto
his tormentors o he would be left alone. Af-
ter he had to repeat the fifth grade, Miss Era
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LINDEN
RESIDENTS
WHO BRAVED
THE MEDIA
DID LITTLE

TO BURNISH
THE TOWN’S
IMAGE WHEN
THEY TRIED
TO DOWNPLAY
THE CRIME,
TALKING
ABOUT THE
“"GOOD BOYS”
INVOLVED WHO
DESERVED

“A SLAP ON
THE WRIST.”

pulled him out of school for good, and they
lived in the woods, apart from the world, for
more than twenty years,

Miss Era discouraged anyone from bother-
ing Billy Ray by keeping a 12-gauge shotgun
propped beside the door. (Alight pole on her
property, which is pitted with lead shot, at-
tests to her vigilance.) “No one messed with
Billy Ray while Miss Erawas alive,” said his
cousin Lenda Beachum. “We were all scared
to death of her. If she said, Jump, we asked
her, 'How high?"" Even as an adult, Billy Ray
came into town only when Miss Era needed
to pick something up at the store, and when
ghe did, he would sit quietly in the passen-
ger seat, gazing out the window. “Everybody
always thought he was a nothing and a no-
body,” said his cousin Lue Arthur Wilson. “1
felt gorry for him being stuck out there all by
himgelf, I used to stop by with my guitar and
play music for him—he liked Lightnin' Hop-
kins and Jimmy Reed and Elmore James. I'd
play until Miss Erawould say, ‘Billy Ray, ain't
you tired of hearing that fuss?’ And thenI'd
have to get going."

Billy Ray s transistor radio was his constant
companion, and each day he sat on which-
ever side of Miss Era’s trailer allowed him
to pick up a stronger signal. He liked to slide
on his sunglasses and listen to the R&B sta-
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tions out of Shreveportand Tyler; at night, he
picked up shows that were beamed in from far-
away places like Nashville. Though life with
Miss Era was tightly eircumscribed, he had
his own way of traveling beyond Old Dump
Road. His grandmother’s property was lit-
tered with the skeletons of halfa dozen or so
gutted, rusted-out cars, and he spent hours tin-
keringwith them and takinghis favorite ones
out for test drives. Sitting behind the wheel,
he would steer as ifhe were flying down the
highway. He seemed not to care that the car
he was driving had no transmission and was
Jjacked up on conerete blocks inthe middie of
Miss Era’s pasture.

Billy Ray lived with Miss Era until 1995,
when she died of cancer and he found him-
self, at 33, on his own. “Shewns all he knew,”
sald his younger brother James. “He'd never
been out in the world, never been with peo-
ple his own age. He'd never had a drink until
Miss Eradied.” Billy Raystayed for two years
inJames's rent house and then moved in with
his mother, who was living in a public hous-
ingprojectafew blocks from the courthouse
square, Free togowhere he pleased, he spent
his days walking around town, nodding and
smiling at strangers, but without Miss Era
tolook after him, sometimes he was at loose
ends. A sandwich might be his only food for

the day, or some peanut butter straight out
of the jar. He bought a snappy new suit with
one ofhis disability checks, buthe didn’t un-
derstand that itneeded tobe cleaned, and he
woreitagainandagainuntilhelookedlike the
homeless person that many people in Linden
assumed him tobe.

Ontheweekends, lelyRayhelped outathis
cousin Lues honky-tonk, the Bee Hive, ablack
club onone of Linden'sback roads where pa-
trons brought their own coolers and anyone
was welcome to play the blues guitar. Billy Ray
swept floors and picked up emptybeerbottles
and largely kept to himself, and yet custom-
ersenjoyed laughing at his expense. “People
thought it was funny to make an ass out of
him,” Lue said. “They'd say, ‘Come on, Billy
Ray, you going to dance tonight? And so he'd

This page, top: Wes Owens, Dallas Stone,
CorayHickﬂdeoltAmumnullebamd

with aggr d A mural
depioting black sharecvoppers has hung in
the Linden post office since the late thirties.
Opposite: Palice chief Alton MoWaters
contacted the FBI after ho docided that

the case might qualify as a hate erime.

stamp his feet and stick hisneck out and shuf-
fle around forthem. He couldn’t dance, buthe
loved the attention.” Atthe projects, Billy Ray
was an even easier mark. “He was real popu-
lar once a month when he got his disability
check,” Lue said, “Women would sweet-talk
him, erackheads would hit him up for loans.
They'd say, ‘Can I'horrow some moneyand pay
youbacktomorrow? Billy Ray didn'tknowno
better. He was everybody's friend.”

One afternoon in October, Lue took me to
the house on Nelson Street where Billy Ray
hadbeenlivingwith hismother in September
2003—agray, dilapidated frame house where
two days' worth of rain had turned the hard-
packed dirt yard into a pool of mud. It was
still home to Billy Ray’s mother, Lizzie Mae

Stephenson, who was slumped insideon a
faded flower-print sofa, her body folded into
its cushions. She was asmall, frail woman in
her seventies, and she did not seem tonotice
when we came in. The house was illuminated
by a single bare bulb, and the rooms looked
as if they had not been cleaned in years, Un-
washed clothes were piled in heaps on the
floor, and half-eaten plates of food rested on
the kitchen counters, Roaches climbed the
walls and skittered across the diningroom ta-
ble. Lizzie sat, staring at the wall, loudly hum-
ming a weird, gloomy tune. Her son James'’s
girlfriend, Tina Thomas, had stopped by to
check in and was trying to engage herin con-
versation, to which Lizzie at last responded
with a few low, guttural sounds. She looked

around the room, and when her eves focused
onme, astranger, shelooked frightened. She
lifted herself off the couch and hurried into
the bathroom, locking herselfinside.
Lizzie, the family told me, had not been
mentally disabled at birth, When she was an
infant in Sulphur Springs—alittle more than
an hour’s drive west of Linden—her parents,
who were itinerant sharecroppers, had been
coming back from church one Sunday when
a group of white teenagers started throwing
rocks at them. Lizzie wasstruck on the head,
over her left eye, and the impact had cracked
her skull open. She was forever changed, ac-
cordingto her sister Essie Lee Pryor; asachild,
she was unable to do even menial work, and
whentherestofthe | coNTINUED ON PAGE 186
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Billy Ray Johnson

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 123

family picked cotton, she sat and watched.
Even the children Lizzie went on to have who
were not mentally disabled had never known
anormal life. One son is currently in prison
for aggravated assault; another was murdered
in1995. AsI listened to Tina try to coax Lizzie
outofthe bathroom, Twondered how her life—
and Billy Ray’s—might have turned out if not
for the cruel trajectory of one rock.

When Lizzie emerged, she sat down beside
me, and I explained that I was working on an
article about Billy Ray. At the mention of his
name, she covered her face with her hands
and began to ery out, “My son, my son, my
son...”

The pasture party had already gotten un-
der way that Saturday night when Wes Ow-
ens eased his pickup away from the bonfire
and headed for the Country Store to buy some
snuff. Wes was everything that Billy Ray was
not, He was from an influential Linden fam-
ily and had been a popular varsity football
playerin high school. Butinasmall townlike
Linden, which has 2,275 residents, even the
mostdivergent lives are somehow connected,
and when Billy Ray ambled into the Country
Store that night, he and Wes stopped to shake

hands. Their families had been acquainted for
along time; Billy Ray’s father and two of his
brothers used to work summers pickingpeas
and haulinghay on Wes’s grandfather’s farm.
The Owenses had given the Johnsons food
and secondhand clothes over the years, and
‘Wes had sometimes offered Billy Ray rides
around town.,

Astheystood and talked that night, Billy Ray
wore his usual lopsided grin. And then Wes—
“the life of the party,” according to friends, a
guy who liked to be the center of attention—
had an idea. He casually mentioned that he
had invited some people to his father’s place
up the road, and he asked if Billy Ray wanted
tojoin them.

Billy Ray shook his head. “I'm waitingon a
ride,” he said.

“Tllbringyouback up here whenyourride'’s
supposed tobe here,” Wes offered. Though Wes
had never invited him to a party before, Billy
Raywas notin the habit of questioning things.
He agreed and climbed into Wes's truclk.

Wesdrove less than amile up the road to his
father’s property and turned into awide, grassy
pasture where pickups were parked inacircle
around a bonfire. According to court docu-
ments and police records, it was after midnight
when they arrived, and about a dozen people
were sitting on their tallgates drinking beer.
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When theylooked to see who Wes had brought
from town, they burst out laughing. One girl
overheard twenty-year-old Colt Amoxsnicker,
“Wes has a crazy nigger with him.”

Wes would later say that he had never in-
tended for Billy Ray to become the night’s
entertainment, but from the moment they
arrived, the joke was on Billy Ray. Wes in-
troduced him to his friends, making up non-
sensical names for them as be went. Colt was
“Bolt,” while others were “C'mon,” “We-pee,”
and “Casey Macaroni.” Guileless, Billy Ray
nodded and told each of them, “You can just
eall me Bill." Wes turned on some music and
handed Billy Ray a beer, and soon he had Billy
Ray dancing to Lil' Kim’s "Magic Stick.” Wes
passed an imaginary stick back and forth to
him while the group looked on and laughed.
When the fire began to fade, Wes had him un-
load wood from the bed of his truck, and the
errand became a game to see how much fire-
wood he could pile on as he raced to and from
the pickup. “Come on, Billy Ray, you can get
more than that!” people shouted. Someone sug-
gested that he reach into the fire and pull out
one of the burning logs, and as Billy Ray bent
down to comply, Wes stopped him. “Don’t be
stupid,” he said.

The teasing had started to make some peo-
ple uneasy, and before long, more than half
the group decided to go home. Erica Hudson,
afreshman at Tyler Junior College, told Wes
as she was leaving, “It’s not right.”

Corey Hicks, who had recently gotten off
work at the jail, drove up as the party was thin-
ningout, He lived with Wes’ sister, withwhom
| hehad two children. When Corey arrived, he
turned to a heavy-lidded eighteen-year-old
named Dallas Stone, “Why did Wes bring this
stupid nigger out here?” he asked.

Dallas shrugged. “For a joke,” he said.

Only six people remained at the party, in-
cluding Billy Ray, and everyone was drinking
| heavily. Asthe night wore on, a pretty twenty-

vear-old student named Lacy Dorgan—the only
woman leftat the party—wandered offto throw
up, and Wes followed her. The dome light in-
gide her Mustang was on when she and Wes
| started having sex afew minutes later,and Co-
‘ rey watched them from a distance,

Bored and drunk, Corey, Colt, and Dallas
nursed theirbeers while Billy Ray sat alone by
the bonfire. Dallas would later claim that Co-
rey said, “Iwish someone would beat this nig-
gerup.” Coreywas known for using incendiary

language when it came to blacks, and several
| years earlier he had started a fight at a party
with sixblack meninwhichhedid notcome out
the victor, He couldn't beat up Billy Ray him-
| self, he told Colt and Dallas, or he might lose
; his job, but he thought someone else should.

After some goading, Colt agreed todo it, and |
the three friends all started to laugh, (Colt de- |
nies making this pledge.)

Until that point, rap music had been playing,
but Colt switched it to country, which elicited
complaints from Billy Ray. “If youdon't like the
musie, you can go,” Colt told him.

“You'd better leave, before the KKK comes
and gets you,” Dallas taunted him.

Billy Ray seemed to think they were joking,
and helaughed along with them. “T'll go after I
finish my beer,” he said.

Dallas knocked the beer out of his hand.
“Youw're finished now,” he said.

‘Wes had dashed up, pulling on his pants as
he ran from Lacy's Mustang, but it was too
late. Colt, who had been a pitcher at Linden-
Kildare High School, tookaswingat BillyRay, |
hitting him squarely in the face. He delivered |
aknockout punch, Billy Ray fell to the ground |
and stopped moving. |

Fornearlyanhour the groupdebatedwhatto |

do as Billy Ray lay a few feet away from them, |

unconscious. Wes thought they should call |
an ambulance, and both Dallas and Lacy of-
fered to drive him to the hospital. But Corey
overruled them and began barkingorders. He
did not want the police involved, he said, be-
cause hisjob was ontheline. They were going |
to take Billy Ray toaback road and leave him | |
there, he insisted, assuringthe group that he |
would eventually wake up and walk home. At
one point during the discussion, Wes grabbed
Billy Ray and lifted him to his feet, trying to
malke him stand up on his own, When hislegs
would not support hisweight, Weslet him go, |
and he fell backward, hitting his head on the
ground. Finally they loaded him into the bed |
of Colt’struck, and Corey led theway while the
others followed. Rather than driving a mile
north to the hospital, he headed in the oppo- |
site direction, toward Old Dump Road. Wes
thought Billy Ray might still have some fam-
ily out there, but they decided against leav- |
ing him near a house for fear that someone |
might see them. |
AsCorey drove, he asked Lacy, whowasrid- |

ingwith him, ifshewould sit closer. He and Wes’
sister were having problems, he confided,
jand he had liked her for along time.
“Why did this happen?” Lacy asked, chang-
ing the subject. “Why?"
“Because he'’s afucking nigger,” Corey said.

They turned off Old Dump Road, down | |

'Cuunty Road 1620, and unloaded him onto |
‘the road’s shoulder. From there, Colt drove
to the car wash in Linden, where he cleaned
blood and vomit out of the bed of his pickup.
Panicked, Dallas drove to afriend’s house and
‘woke him up to tell him what had happened;
then he ran tothe bathroom and got sick, Wes
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went to Corey’s house, and they decided to
drive back to check on Billy Ray. He was still
breathing, but they could see he wasbleeding
! from his mouth. Almost two hours had passed
since he had been knocked unconscious, and
they wondered if he might be dying. Corey
called the sheriff’s department on Wes’s cell
phone. “There’s a black man out here on the
gide of the road,” he said. "He must have got
drunk and fell out.”

The investigation did not begin in earnest
until that Thursday morning, four days after
theattack, when Lieutenant Copeland sat Co-
rey down to ask him a few questions after he
finished his shift at the jail. When Copeland
asked him to deseribe what had happened
early Sunday morning, Corey recounted what
| hehadalreadytold Deputy Elder—he and Wes
| had beenridingaround whenthey came across
Billy Ray—and he expressed concern for the
stranger’s welfare. “Doyou knowhow he’sdo-
ing?" he agked, adding that he had called the
hospital a few times to check on Billy Ray’s
condition. (He did not tell Copeland that he
had also visited the hospital with Wes and had
made inquiries about Billy Ray at the front
desk.) Their meeting ended with the investi-
gator's asking Corey to write a full report de-
tailing what had occurred. Several hourslater,
Copeland received acall “I need totalk to you
about what we discussed this morning,” Co-
rey said, and asked if Copeland would come
by hishouse.

Coreyhad heard from someone at the sher-
iff’s department that he had been fingered
as Billy Ray's assailant, and when Copeland
| arrived, he was quick to try to set the record
| straight. Waiting on the porch with him were
| Wesand Colt,wholet himdo the talking. Billy
Ray had in fact been assaulted, Corey told
Copeland, and it was his friend Colt—whom
he pointed to—who had done it. As the inves-
tigator listened, Colt then narrated his ver-
sion of events: how he had been sitting alone
by thebonfire, waiting for his friends to return
from town, when a black man had approached
him onfoot from outof nowhere. The man had
been physically aggressive and had advanced
toward him, demanding that he turn off the
countrymusiche was playing. Colthad repeat-
edly asked him to leave, and when the stranger
moved toward him again, Colthad knocked him
out with one punch. Frightened, he had sin-
gle-handedly loaded the man into his pickup,
driven him into the woods, and left him by the
side of the road. When he was finally able to
track down Corey and Wes, he showed them
where he had left the man, Colt said, and his
‘ friends had notified the sheriff’s department

after he had gone home.

Colt's account started to unravel as soon
as Linden police investigator David Marti-
nezbegan tointerview other people who had
attended the party, particularly Lacy Dor-
gan. (After Colt gave his statement, the case
was turned over to the police department,
since the pasture where the crime had taken
place was located within the city limits.) Asa
fuller picture emerged of whathad happened
that night, Martinez voiced the opinion that
Linden might have a hate crime on its hands.
That, an officer at the sheriff’sdepartment told
me bitterly, “was like striking a match to dry
brush.” Police chief Alton McWaters called in
the FBI toinvestigate possible hate crimes and
civil rights violations, The Associated Press
picked up the story, and TV news trucks from
Shreveport began rolling into town. The fol-
lowing week the Texarkana Gazette ran the
first of four damning editorials. (“We were
vilified,” one resident recalled.) Linden resi-
dentswho braved the media did little to bur-
nish the town’simage when they tried to down-
playthe crime, talking about the “good boys"
involved who had been remiss only in letting
things get “out of hand” and who deserved “a
slap onthe wrist.” Wilford Penny told the Chi-
cago Tribune one month after stepping down
as Linden’s mayor that the incidenthad been
“anunfortunate and senseless thing” but that
“the black boy was somewhere he shouldn't
have been."”

Billy Ray had regained consciousness on
Wednesday, but the trauma to his head had
resulted in permanent brain damage. (Hav-
ingretained no memory of what had happened
to him, he was unable to help investigators.)
There was little dignity in his condition; he
drooled and soiled himself, and his speech
was severely impaired, When he tried to talk,
his lips and tongue would not cooperate, and
to all but a few family members who grew ac-
customed to the way he grunted his words, he
was unintelligible. He had difficulty swallow-
ing food and walking unassisted, and he often
satin his hospital bed and eried in frustration.
After amonth, when he still could not feed or
dress himself, he was transferred to anursing
home innearby Texarkana, where he gradually
learned towalk again and recovered control of
hisbodily functions,

And yet, after Corey, Wes, Colt, and Dallas
were each arrested and charged that Octo-
berwith aggravated assault (Lacy, who coop-
erated with investigators, was not charged),
they were seen, by some, to be victims as well.
“These boys’ names are ruined for life,” Co-
rey’s mother, Martha Howell, later told one
reporter. “And [Billy Ray] is better off today
than he’s ever been in hislife. He roamed the
streets, the family never knew where he was.

Now in the nursing home he's got someone to
take care of him.”

Sympathy for the fouryoung men only deep-
ened tensions. “She talked as if her son had
done us a favor,” observed Lue. And the ca-
sual attitude about the harm done to Billy Ray
was not limited to one defendant’s mother;
among most whites, the erime seemed to pro-
voke little outrage. “When this happened, the
white community was quiet,”said the Rever-
end David Keener, of the Pleasant Hill Mis-
sionary Baptist Church, where blacks have
worshipped since 1843, “No one stepped for-
ward and said, “This is wrong. What had hap-
pened was awful enough, but the silence was
worse.” To blacks, who make up 20 percent
of the town, the indifference was only the lat-
est symptom of what many considered to be
an Old South mind-get that permeated life in
Linden, most plainly in amural thathad hung
in the town’s post office since the late thir-
tiescalled The Cotton Pickers, inwhich three
dark-skinned, barefooted sharecroppers are
depicted toiling in the fields. The image and
its prominence inone of Linden’s most public
buildings were telling, some said, since nei-
ther native sons Scott Joplin, the ragtime com-
poser; nor T-Bone Walker, who introduced the
eleetric guitar to the blues, had ever been me-
morialized. “Generations of blacks saw that
mural every time they sent aletter or bought
astamp,” Benjamin Dennis, the president of
the Greater Texarkana NAACP, told me, "And
the message they took away from it was that
they shouldn’t aspire to be anything greater
than a cotton picker.”

But the eriticism from outsiders struck a
nerve. Residents did not want to endure more
serutiny or hear assessments of their town's
flawed racerelations. Mostofall, they worried
that any stain on its reputation could seuttle
chances of economic renewal. Linden, which
lacks even astoplight, is bleak. U.S. 59, which
used tobe the main thoroughfare through town,
wasrerouted around Linden inthe fifties, and
two decades later, a Wal-Mart opened in the
nearby town of Atlanta. Now the courthouse
square is deserted, even in the middle of the
day, and handwritten signs that read "Closed
due to illness"” and “Back later” hang indefi-
nitely in empty store windows. People must
commute to find steady work, and so they
punch the clock at the paper mill in Domino,
the steel mill outside Lone Stay; and the Army
depot west of Texarkana. Civic leaders had
hoped to bring invisitors by showecasing Lin-
den’s rich musical heritage, using the Music
City Texas Theater, a restored American Le-
gion hall that had proved suceessful in booking
big-name acts, as an anchor. (The Eagles' Don
Henley, who has played sold-out showsat the

theater, also grew up in Linden.) But the bad
publicity threatened all that, and manylocals
hoped that if they ignored whathad happened,
itwould simply disappear.

When I visited Linden last fall, few white
people would agree to speak to me about the
case. Those who did were wary ofbeingquoted,
and few of them showed much sympathy for
Billy Ray. Anger still ran deep, and not at the
defendants; itwas Billy Ray, somehow, whohad
brought this upon Linden. People told me he
was “a street person,” “adrunkwhowandered
the streets,” “a homeless guy who danced for
money,” “a known crackhead.” Never men-
tioned was the defendants’ own prodigious
aleohol consumption. By his own admission,
Dallas had drunk ten beers before arriving at
the pasture party, and he knocked back eight
ornine more once he was there. Buthe and his
friends were “typical teenagers,"” residents
told me, and “good kids.” Billy Ray was not
even mentally disabled, I was informed by
the executive director of Linden’s Economic
Development Organization, Russell Wright.
“He cooked his brain on drugs,” he explained.
To see thingsany other way was to see Linden
inaveryugly light.

Not until March 2005, ayear and a half
after the arrests, did the first defendant go to
trial, and from the start of the State of Texas v.
Christopher Colt Amozx, it was apparent that
justice might be hard to come by. Cass County
district attorney Randal Lee had his assistant
district attorney, Tina Richardson—ablack
woman whowas the county’s only other pros-
ecutor—try the case. But during the five-day
proceeding, Lee did not assist her or take part
in the state’s prosecution. “I drove fifty-five
miles each morning to attend the trial, and I
never sawthe district attorneywalk acrossthe
hall,” said the NAACP's Dennis, who had pre-
viously attended a less-high-profile trial of a
black defendant at which Lee had been pres-
enteveryday. “A DAwhowantsto bring the full
judgment ofhis office down on an individual
isgoingtomake sure that jurors see himinthe
courtroom. It was obvious from the start that
the full resources of the DA's office had notbeen
throwm behind this case.”

Colt, the defense’s only witness, took the
stand and testified on his own behalf. “T want
everybody to know the truth,” the elean-cut
youngman told the jury, which was made up
often whites and two blacks, Colt's attorney,
Corky Stovall, began by guiding him through
a show-and-tell of photos that pictured him
smilingbeside black teammates and acquain-
tances and then brought him to the erux of the

gethat he needed to impart to the jury:
He had acted in self-defense. “He was com-
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ing toward me,” Colt testified, explaining that
hehad feared Billy Ray and had taken several
steps away from him. “I mean, he could have
hitme, stabbed me, shotme. I don't know this
man from anybody...Once he got to me, I felt
like he was going to hit me, so [ hithim, one
hit in the mouth.” Colt denied ever using ra-
cial slurs, and he told the jury that he had made

bad decisions—like driving Billy Ray into the .

woods and then washing out the bed of his
pickup afterward—because Corey had pres-
sured him to do so. Even the false accounts
he had given to investigators had anoble jus-
tification. "Twas trying to keep my friends out
oftrouble,” he told jurors.

In her cross-examination, Richardson
pressed Colt to explain how the well-built for-
mer athlete could have felt physically intimi-
dated by aman whom she estimated to weigh
just over one hundred pounds—and who, un-
like Colt, had had no friends with him to back
himup. “Even asmall person can shoot some-
body or stab somebody,” Colt replied.

But Richardson overlooked one of the most
powerful pieces of evidence that the state had to
discredit his defense, which the FBI had turned
up duringits investigation: The morning after
the assault, when Dallas had showed up for
work at the Dairy Queen, he had confided ina
friend that Colt and Corey were planning on
making up a story to tell police that cast Billy
Ray as the aggressor. Dallas, who had turned
state’s witness, was not questioned about this
at trial, He only testified that he had not seen
Billy Ray behave aggressively toward Coltand
that the assault had been unprovoked.

After several hours of deliberation, jurors
acquitted Colt on both felonies—aggravated
assault with bodily injury and injury to a dis-
abled person by omission—which had each
carried the possibility of a ten-year prison
sentence. In doing so, they rejected the idea
that Colthad targeted Billy Ray because ofhis
race. They settled instead on alighter charge,
misdemeanor assault. The jury also recom-
mended asuspended sentence: in otherwords,
nojail time. Billy Ray’s family wept as the ver-
dict was read.

A similar scene played out when Corey was
tried two months later. There were plenty of
unflatteringfacts entered into therecord; Wes,
who had also turned state’s witness, testified
that Corey had said of Billy Ray, “Someone
needs towhip the shit out ofhim.” But the jury
was disinclined to convict him of assault when
he had not thrown the actual punch. Coreywas
found guilty of injury to a disabled person by
omission, or essentially failing to render aid.
The jury was split along racial lines over the
proper punishment, with itsone black jurora
holdout forjail time. But inthe end, once again,

the jury recommended a suspended sentence.
‘WhenImetwiththejury foreman, awarehouse
manager named John Reed, he explained that
some jurors had thought Billy Ray—who had
taken the stand to give a few halting answers—
had faked his symptoms and had practiced
seeming slow and walking poorly. "As far as
I'mconcerned, everyone'stoblame,” Reed said.
“Wes Owens shouldn't have carried himoutto
that party, and Billy Ray should have known
better than to go drink beér with a bunch of
white boys.”

Judge Ralph K. Burgess, citingthe graveness
ofthe crimes, setaside the juries’ recommen-
dations and gave each of the defendants short
Jjailterms. Corey received asixty-day sentence,
to be served at the Cass County jail, which he
had been summarily fired from during the in-
vestigation. The other three received thirty-
day sentences. But the penalties were little
consolation to people like Lue, who had fed
and bathed Billy Ray between his stopovers
at different nursing homes and who had seen
firsthand how his cousin had suffered. “The
verdicts sent a message: ‘It's okay to treat a
black man that way,” Lue said when I visited
himast fall. He showed me asmall item he had
clipped from the Cass County Sun, which he
had glued to apiece ofloose-leaf paper for safe-
keeping, about ablack man named Burks Mack,
whohad illegally dumped some tires near Old
Dump Road. For his crime, Mack had received
six months in the county jail. “The only way I
canfigureit, abunchofold tiresisworth more
than Billy Ray,” he said.

Lue echoed the sentiments of many blacks
in Linden when he told me that the outcome
would have been different had the races of
those involved been reversed. *Tdidn’t go to
law school, and I'm not awell-educated man,”
said the Vietnam veteran and retired steel-
worker. “But I knowenough to know that some-
thingain’t right. Iffour black men had takena
mentally retarded white man to a party, made
amonkey out of him, called him racial slurs,
assaulted him, dumped him by the side of the
road, and lied to the police about it, you can
bet they would've goneto the penitentiary for
along, longtime,”

The civil suit, which the Southern Poverty
Law Center has filed on Billy Ray’s behalf, is
slated to go totrial on April 2. Based in Mont-
gomery, Alabama, the nonprofit group takes
on high-profile civil rights cases, as itdid most
famously in 1987, when lawyer Morris Dees
won a $7 million verdict that bankrupted the
United Klans of Americaafter two of its mem-
bers in Mobile lynched a young black man
named Michael Donald. Billy Ray’s suit, which
names the four defendants, is seekingunspec-

ified damages to cover the cost of speech and
physical therapy as well as long-term care.
“This justice system totally failed Billy Ray
and his family,” Dees told me. “We want to
give ajury the chance to correct an injustice
intheir community by presentingall the facts,
many of which were not available to the juries
inthe criminal cases.” When Lasked ifhe was
worried about the odds of finding twelve im-
partial people to impanel, Dees claimed to
be unconcerned. “These jurors grew up ina
Christian community, and they knowwhat’s
right from wrong,” he said. “We have to pre-
sent the case so they can see that Billy Ray is
ahumanbeing who deservesto be treated just
like anyone else.”

Just as hard as winning a settlement may
be extracting anymoney from the defendants,
who have spent the past three years working
menial jobs while their friendshave gone onto
college, Wes intermittently works construc-
tion in Alaska; Coltis a truck dispatcher in
Mount Pleasant; Dallas works for a heating
and air company in Little Rock, Arkansas; and
Corey is employed at a company that finds
Jjobs for felons and minorities, They have all
left Linden.

Billy Ray currently lives in a nursing home
in Texarkana, where I went with Lue to visit
him one afternoon last fall. Bouquets of plas-
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tic flowers brightened what was otherwise a
dreary place, Justbeyond the entryway, an Alz-
heimer's patient wheeled himself down the
hall, which smelled of bleach and urine, An
obese man inanursing gown sat nexttoabeat-
up piano, chewing his lower lip and watching
Gunsmoke, Wewent to Billy Ray's room, where
asmallwindow atforded a glimpse of the side-
walk outside; his roommate dozed while a TV
droned in the background. Billy Ray broke into
agrin when he saw Lue, and he nodded at me,
wordlessly sticking his hand out in greeting.
He was even thinner than in the photos Thad
seen ofhim. His T-shirt hung loosely from his
delicate frame, and his gray sweatpants were
gsecured at his waist with a belt. He wore his
hairin braids, and each time he smiled, he re-
vealed afewwildly uneven teeth. Alongthe side
ofhis shoes' thick white rubber soles his name
was written in indelible black ink.

Billy Ray sat quietly with his hands clasped
infront ofhim while Lue asked him a few ques-
tions. He had trouble making even simple con-
versation, and when he did, hiswords came out
as strange, mangled sounds that Lue often had
todecipher for me, Still, he was eager to com-
municate; he showed ushis collection of audio-
tapes, which he kept in a plastic bag, handing
over each cassette for us to look at. Afrerward
he took us on a tour, and he proved to be pop-

ular with the nurses. “How you doing, Billy
Ray?” said each woman who strode by, and he
returned the attention with ashy smile, He did
not need a wheelchair any longer, but he still
walkedstiffly, with hisshouldershunchedover,
movinglike a man nearly twice his age. When
we passed awoman with snow-white hair, Billy
Ray pointed at her and said, “We friends.” We
followed him outside into the courtyard, where
he stopped and stood in the sunlight foramo-
ment and closed his eyes, taking in the warmth
ofthe late fall afternoon.

When we went back inside, we sat down in
the lounge to talk. Lue said that it would be all
right to ask Billy Ray about the assault, but as
soon as1 broached the subjeet, he began folding
and refolding the white jacket in his lap.

“Do you remember anything about that
night?” I asked him.

“Bonfire,” he said, nodding.

“Do you remember anything else?”

He thought for alongtime. “Country Store,”
he said.

“Do you know how you were hurt?”

“No, ma'am.”

“What do you think about what happened?”

Billy Ray furrowed his brow, and Lue and 1
had tolean forward to hear what he said next.
“Wasn't right,” he said, shaking his head.
“Wasn'tright.” %
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