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CenterpresidentRichard Cohen (center) celebrates the Oscar win with filmmakers Robert

Hudson (left) and Bobby Houston.

"People all across the com
munity are still talking about
the events;' wrote Shohomish
County Executive Aaron Rear
don. "Your message of tolerance
and hope is being carried by the
thousands of people who heard
you speak that day."

"While the video is harmless
on its own, I believe the agenda
behind it is sinister;' Dobson
said in a statement posted to
his group's website. "Childhood
symbols are apparently being hi
jacked to promote an agenda that
involves teaching homosexual
propaganda to children."

Particularly threatenIng to
Dobson is the Center-sponsored
tolerance pledge. He first spoke
·out against it at a January meet
ing of the Family Research Coun
cil. His comments generated a na
tional media firestorm, with one
prominent media outlet labeling
him "the intolerant Dr. Dobson."

Created five years ago as part of
the Center's National Campaign
for Tolerance, (continued on page 7)

goire, in her first official appear
ance outside the state capital
since her inauguration.

Dees' presence had a profound
effect.

across the country on March 11 as
part of the "We Are Family" day.

To Dobson, founder of Focus
on the Family, "diversity" and
"tolerance" are "buzzwords for
homosexual advocacy."

James Dobson

contemporaries who had no vi
sion;' he said.

Dees also spoke at Shoreline
Community College and at a
community celebration at the
Everett Conference Center. There
he was joined by Washington's
new governor, Christine Gre-

gles King faced as he led the
modern civil rights movement.
"He had to face terrorists with
no conscience, politicians with
no backbone, and many of his

Center founder Morris Dees addresses Arlington High School students.

The Center's Declaration of ~

Tolerance recently found it- ~
self at the heart of controversy ~

when Religious Right leader James ~

Dobson attacked it for promoting ~

a "homosexual agenda."
The declaration reads in part:

"I pledge to have respect for peo
ple whose abilities, beliefs, cul
ture, race, sexual identity or other
characteristics are different from
my own."

The pledge is promoted by
the We Are Family Foundation,
which produced a new children's
video in which popular car
toon characters like SpongeBob
SquarePants and Barney sing tol
erance-themed songs.

The video was shown to more
than 1,000 elementary schools

Religious Right attacks tolerance pledge

EVERETT, WASH. - With a
.series of race-related inci

dents in its recent past, com
munities in Snohomish County
looked to Center founder Mor
ris Dees ~o help it cel
ebrate Dr. Martin Lu
ther King's birthday
this year.

King was born on
January 15, 1935.

Dees spoke at three
gatherings, including
an assembly of 1,500
students at Arlington
High School. He said
King would be espe
cially proud of four Ar
lington students who
organized an anti-rac
ism rally in support of
a black family who had
a cross burned on their
lawn last March.

Their effort to pro
mote tolerance and un
derstanding "makes me
proud to be an Ameri
can;' Dees said.

Other local hate incidents
last year included a cross burn
ing in Edmonds, a racial epithet
painted on a car in Everett, and
alleged harassment at Monroe
High School.

Dees talked about the strug-

COllllllunity looks to Center founder
to celebrate Dr. King, reinforce unity

nifer Holladay, director of the
Center's tolerance programs.

Made by Robert Hudson and
Bobby Houston of the Ojai,
California-based Tell the Truth
Pictures, The Children's March
is one of five Center films that
have been nominated for the
Academy Award. It is included
in Teaching Tolerance's newest

educational kit, avail
able free to educators.

The kit includes
the documentary film,
available in VHS or
DVD format, with
closed- captioning,
and a teacher's guide
with nine standards
based lesson plans
for social studies,

language arts and music. It is
designed for middle and upper
grades.

In 2003, the documentary from
another Teaching Tolerance kit,
Mighty Times: The Legacy ofRosa
Parks, also was nominated in the
Documentary Short Subject cat
egory. That film tells the story of
the Montgomery Bus Boycott. It
is nominated for a daytime Emmy
Award. (See page 5.)

Houston and Hudson pro
duced two other films for the
Center: Mighty Times: The Leg
acy of Rosa Parks and A Place at
the Table.

"The real
reward will

come tn
classrooms

across
America."

M ighty Times: The Children's
March - a tribute to YO\lng

civil rights activists in 1963 Bir
mingham - won this year's Os
car for Best Documentary Short
Subject on February 27.

The documentary is the sec
ond Southern Poverty Law Cen
ter film to win the coveted Acad
emy Award. It joins A Time for
Justice, which captures
the struggle and hero
ism of the Civil Rights
Movement.

"The award is a great
honor, for the Center
and for the children
of Birmingham;' said
Center president Rich
ard Cohen, who was
present at the ceremo-
ny. "The real reward will come in
classrooms across America, where
the film will inspire a new genera
tion to take action:'

The 40-minute documen
tary, co-produced by the Center
and Home Box Office, tells the
story of how, in 1963, the young
people of Birmingham, Ala.,
braved fire hoses and police
dogs to help end segregation in
a city notoriously resistant to
equal rights.

"The Children's March tru
ly serves as a reminder of the
power of youth to impact the
world, then and now," said Jen-

~I",=-"ew Center tilm
is Oscar winner
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While doing research for a
Martin Luther King- Jr. civics
conference, I came across a MLK
defamation website hosted by
Stormfront. I was deeply upset
by the content and just wanted
to thank you for being here to
balance out the equation and for
doing such important work.

J. R.
Eureka, California

S.R.
Tempe, Arizona

I found a National Alliance
flyer on my driveway this
morning. Although it was
obviously a hate-filled diatribe
against Dr. Martin Luther King,
you may be heartened to know
that it had the opposite effect
at my home. I used it to talk to
my kids, ages 10 and 13, about
racism and the great sacrifice Dr.
King made for this country.

It takes something like this to
really bring home all the work
needed' to end racism in this
country and for me to appreciate
even more the hard work you do
at the Center.

to come to the Civil" :Rights
Memorial and - ream this
history," said Lewis. "We want
them to be inspired and go back
to Washington with a renewed
spirit. Maybe, just maybe,
members of Congress can do
more than pass legislation.
Maybe they can work for racial
reconciliation."

same thing. Thank you for this
wonderful educational tool.

p.T.

Paducah, Kentucky

We just finished watching
Mighty Times: The Legacy of
Rosa Parks, and my 8th grade
students said it was the best
video they have ever watched. I
have to agree. Each time I view
this video with them, I think the

H.H.
Rural Retreat, Virginia

Thanks so much for offering
such wonderful, free instruction
al materials. I live and teach in a
rural area where funding is lim
ited but tolerance is something
that truly needs to be taught. My
kids keep calling everything they
don't like "gay" as if it was synon
ymous with "stupid:' I am down
loading your "Power of Words"
and hope to change their igno
rance into a meaningful learning
experience - a discourse that
I know will be helped along by
these great lessons. Thanks again
for what you are doing to help
teachers like me.

that teaching tolerance from the
start makes a difference.

So keep up the amazing work.
It changes lives, for those who
needto learn acceptance and for
those who need to be accepted.

E.O.
San Diego, California

to help heal the wounds that
divide the nation and the world.

Serving as this year's honorary
pilgrimage bi-partisan co-chairs 
were Sen. George Allen (R-Va.),
Sen. Jon S. Corzine (D-N.J.),
House Democratic Whip Steny
Hoyer (D-Md.) and Rep. Fred
Upton (R-Mich.).

"It's important for people

I'm 18 and a senior in high
school, and I wish there were
more magazines like Teaching
Tolerance out there. Your ideas
about acceptance, especiallyabout
transgender, gay and lesbian
issues, are so refreshing to me.

I have been raised to accept
and not judge a living soul, and
it is so good to see that there
are people like you spending
their life to spread these ideas. I
see so much hate in my school
and everywhere around me, and
your magazine gives me hope
that this struggle for tolerance
will one day be won. I guess you
could say that I am living proof

p.E.

Lincoln, Nebraska

you and [filmmaker] Charles
Guggenheim for putting it
together. I had kids that have
never sat through a lecture
or a program without talking
or fidgeting sitting entranced
through the film. -It is the first
exposure most of my kids have
had to information about the
Civil Rights Movement, and
they had some wonderful
observations and questions after
watching it. I look forward to
using Mighty Times before the
end of the year.

MAILBOX

Morris Dees (left) speaks to a Congressional delegation led by Georgia congressman John Lewis (next to Dees).

Birmingham and Selma, where
the 40th anniversary of the voting
rights march was celebrated.

The annual excursion is
sponsored by the Washington,
D.C.-based Faith & Politics
Institute. It encourages -civility

•and -respect as spiritual values
essential to democracy and strives
to strengthen political leadership

WE.
"Cicero, fllinois

K.R.
Salisbury, Maryland

I just used your documentary
A Time for Justice in my
classroom and.wanted to thank

I have been a member of the
Center since 1999 and use your
Ten Ways to Fight Hate as the
foundation of a research paper I
require of my freshmen writing
students. It has been very
successful, and my students have
found the Center's materials
to be invaluable sources of
information on hate crimes and
the rights of minorities, women
and GLBT citizens.

Congressional delegationhonors civil rights martyrs

The greatest trick the devil
can pull is to convince people he
doesn't exist. People on the right

, are trying to convince society
that racism is a thing of the
past and that those of us who
take a stand against it are acting
foolishly. Organizations like the
Center need to keep fighting the
good fight no matter what their
detractors may say. Without
such groups, our nation may
find itself like it was a century
ago on racial issues, and that
would be a nightmare.

ACongressional delegation
visited the Civil Rights Me

morial on March 5 and paid
homage to the sacrifices of the
Civil Rights Movement's mar
tyrs. In a solemn ceremony, they
placed a floral wreath on the Me
morial's table, prayed, held hands
and sang the Movement anthem,
"We Shall Overcome."

Greeting them were Center
president Richard Cohen and
Center co-founder Morris Dees.

"Remembering is not enough,"
said Cohen. "To truly honor
the martyrs' memory, we must
rededicate ourselves to the cause
of human rights, both here and
abroad."

Designed by noted architect
Maya Lin, the Civil Rights
Memorial is a monument to the
Movement and to those who died
in that struggle. It was built by
the Southern Poverty Law Center
in 1989.

For the eighth consecutive
.year, -U.S. _C<;mgres~man John
Lewis CD-Ga.) - hims~lf a hero
of the Movement - was leading
the Congressional Civil Rights
Pilgrimage to Alabama. With
more than 40 members of Con
gress participating this year, the
delegation was the largest since
senators and representatives be
gan making the trek to Alabama
in the late 1990s.

In addition to important Civil
Rights sites in Montgomery,
the group also traveled to
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Hate group nUlllbers up slightly in 2004

Intelligence Project exposes
extremists in public life

LITTLE ROCK - Areported mem
ber of a leading white suprema
cist group is heading a major new
anti-immigration, group in Ar
kansas that has been endorsed at
least by one state legislator.

Joe McCutchen, who an
nounced the formation of Pro
tect Arkansas Now in January
from the steps of the capital here,
was a member of the white su
premacist Council of Conserva
tive Citizens eCCC) in 2001, ac
cording to the CCC's newspaper.

Protect Arkansas Now is a
lobbying group formed in Janu
ary to support the passage of the
"Arkansas Taxpayer and Citizen
Protection Act;' which was intro
duced that same month by state
senator Jim Holt (R-Springdale).

This proposed law requires that
anyone applying for state services,
including immunizations and oth
er medical care, prove that he or she
is a legal U.S. resident The measure
is closely patterned on Proposition
200, anArizona ballot initiative that
passed last Election Day.

In November, Henry Schuster,
a highly respected senior pro
ducer for CNN and co-author
of the new book Hunting Eric
Rudolph, visited Montgom
ery to seek the expertise of the
Center's Intelligence Project on
domestic terrorism and lone
wolf violence.

Intelligence Project director
Mark Potok and chief investiga
tor Joe Roy spent several hours
with Schuster, providing the
Center's perspective on white
supremacist groups and vio
lence. Two months later, Schus
ter returned to the Center to
film a segment on the Intelli
gence Project's work in tracking.
hate groups and 'countering do-'
mestic terrorism.

A profile of the Intelligence
Project's work, featuring Potok
and Roy, ran as the second half
of a report called "Lone Wolves"
that is one segment of multi-part
CNN series on domestic terror
ism, "Defending America." The
first part of the report investigat
ed a shootout in Abbeville, S.c.,
between an antigovernment ex
tremist and local police, a story
covered by the Center's Intelli
gence Report in 2004.

legislators endorse
anti-immigration group

CNN seeks Center's
expertise

del Prado. Cecchini posted the
document online and then quit
Panzerfaust.

The -revelations led major
white power groups like Volks
front and Hammerskin Nation,
former Pierpont supporters,.
to publicly denounce him as a
race traitor.

Panzerfaust Records
implodes

Terry Nichols
admits role in bombing

NEWPORT, MINN. - Panzerfaust
Records, the once rapidly grow
ing hate rock record label, has col
lapsed after its proprietor was ar
rested on drug charges and ques
tions were raised about his racial
background.

Just last summer, PanzeF
faust was posting its highest
sales ever, and Anthony Pier
pont' was gaining widespread
media attention with "Project
Schoolyard," a nationwide cam
paign to distribute free Panzer
faust sampler CDs to 100,000
elementary, IJliddle, and high
school students.

But Pierpont's mini-empire
began to crumble on Nov. 30,
when the Minnesota Gang Strike
Force raided his home and ar
rested him after finding mari
juana and traces of cocaine.

Then Pierpont's business
partner, long-time Skinhead
Bryant Cecchini, alias Byron
Calvert, unearthed a copy of
Pierpont's birth certificate,
which .shows that Pierpont's
mother.. ·.is a Mexican-born
woman named Maria Marcola

OKLAHOMA CITY - After years of
denying any involvement in the
1995 Oklahoma City bombing,
Terry Nichols finally admitted to
prosecutors that he played a ma
jor role in the attack, according to
.a report in the Daily. Oklahoman.

The admission from Timothy
McVeigh's co-conspirator came
to light when the newspaper
was leaked a copy of a statement
Nichols drafted with his lawyers
during failed plea bargain nego
tiations in 2003.

In the document, Nichols
admits that he accompanied
McVeigh when the decorated
Gulf War hero turned antigov
ernment extremist purchased
most of the materials used to
construct the fertilizer bomb
that destroyed the Alfred P. Mur
rah Federal Building. Nichols
also admitted that he personally
helped McVeigh build the bomb
in the back of a Ryder truck the
day before the bombing.

Nichols was convicted of the
involuntary manslaughter of
eight federal agents in federal
court in 1997 and sentenced to
life without parole. Six years later,
state prosecutors in Oklahoma
charged him with capital murder
in the attack's other 160 fatalities.

Nichols sought to convince
prosecutors to spare his life by
offering them a written admis
sion that included previously
unknown details regarding the
bombing, but they were un
moved.

Creativity Movement still was the
third largest neo-Nazi group, after
the National Alliance and the Na
tional Socialist Movement.

Though several of the major
hate groups ended 2004 basical
ly decapitated in terms of their
leadership, their memberships
continue to actively engage in
white supremacist activities. The
National Alliance was especially
active, distributing thousands
of racist and anti-Semitic fli
ers, putting up anti-immigrant
billboards and holding protests.
This may signal that in the fu
ture white supremacist groups
will no longer function as cults
of personality, but rather gain
their strength from their grass
roots membership.

west Times Record of Ft. Smith, Ark., claiming that "the
central government, banking, media (radio/TV) and
entertainment are controlled by Jews:' Jews also "own
the world monetary system;' McCutchen declared.

McCutchen is the second reported Council of
Conservative Citizens member to lead an anti-im
migrant initiative. Virginia Abernethy, an edito
rial advisor to the group's newsletter, was the head
of the advisory board for Protect Arizona Now, a
referendum that passed in November. The initia
tive requires state workers to ask for identification
from those applying for social benefits who ap
pear to be immigrants.

Briefs" feature, into which he has often inserted ex
cerpts of material written by hate groups. At Coombs'
direction, McCain has been allowed to cover"Southern
heritage" issues for the Times, while citing as experts
fellow members of the League. In addition, McCain is
the only national reporter to cover four conferences
put on by American Renaissance. Until 2004, McCain
had never mentioned its controversial nature.

Both Marian Coombs and McCain's articles for
Human Events have been removed from that website.

In January, the Intelligence Project posted another
special website feature exposing the white suprema
cist past of Joe McCutchen, who was appointed as
chairman of the anti-immigrant initiative Protect
Arkansas Now. McCutchen has a track record of
extremism, having been listed as a member of the
white supremacist Council of Conservative Citizens
in 2001 in its newsletter. McCutchen gave a speech
on a panel of the group's 2001 conference where he
was joined- by two well-known white supremacist
immigrant-bashers.

McCutchen has also written anti-Semitic material
ofhis own. In June 2003, he wrote a letter to the South-

President Bush gave top Washington Times staffers, including Francis Booth
Coombs (fifth from left), an Oval Office tour in January.

the group split off to form their
own factions.

The Aryan Nations suffered
a major loss with the death of its
founder, Richard Butler, in Sep
tember. The group relocated to
Lincoln, Ala., and formed a com
mittee to lead it. In 2004, the Aryan
Nations remained the fourth larg
est neo-Nazi organization, though
whether it will survive into the fu
ture is unclear.

The Creativity Movement,
formerly the World Church of
the Creator, survived the crimi
nal conviction for solicitation
to murder a federal judge of its
"Pontifex Maximus;' Matt Hale,
who is in prison.awaiting sentenc
ing, scheduled for Ap·ril6. Tho~gh
the number of its chapters fell, the

r-r'he Intelligence Project counted
..1 762 hate groups and 468 hate

websites active in 2004. The number
ofhate groups is up slightly from the
2003 count of 751. The number of
"Patriot" antigovernment groups fell
to 152 in 2004 from 171 in 2003.

Many hate groups had a rocky
year, as several of the largest
groups suffered leadership cri
ses in 2004. The nation's premier
neo-Nazi group, the National Al
liance, continued to lose members
in 2004, including its membership
coordinator David Pringle, as its
leader, Erich Gliebe, came under
severe attack for incompetence
by his membership. Though they
continued to actively support the
National Alliance's white suprem
acist ideology, several chapters of

I n February, the Center's Intelligence Project pub
lished a special website feature on white suprema

cists active in prominent Washington, D.C., publish
ing venues. The report revealed that the managing
editor of Human Events, a conservative weekly, (lnd
The Evans-Novak Political Report, a highly respected
newsletter, was also an editor for the anti-Semitic
journal, The Occidental Quarterly.

Kevin Lamb, who had served as managing edi
tor of both publications for several years, was also
a repeat speaker at extremist conferences, includ
ing those of the race-science organization, The New
Century Foundation, which publishes the hate news
letter American Renaissance.

Four other members of hate groups-including
two journalists who work for the conservative The
Washington Times - were also listed as contribu
tors for Human Events. After being contacted by the
Intelligence Project, the editor of both publications
had Lamb fired, and articles by the other extremists
were removed from the publication's website.

The expose also disclosed the racist views of Mar
jan Kester Coombs, wife of the managing editor of
The Washington Times, Fran Coombs. ;g \

.Coo~bs has seen, his wife's columns ~
published in his paper several times, and
her articles have also appeared in white
supremacist publications. Most ofher es
pecially inflammatory writings have ap
peared in white supremacist venues such
as The Occidental Quarterly, whIch ran
her glowing review of a book on "racially
conscious" whites by Robert S. Griffin, a
member of the neo-Nazi National Alli
ance. In it, Marian Coombs opined that
white men should"run, not walk" to wed
"racially conscious" white women and
avoid being out-bred by non-whites.

But the Times has also published its
share of her extremism.

In one opinion piece in the Times, Coombs de
scribed the whole of human history as "the struggle
of 'OO races." Non-white immigration, she wrote in
another column, is "importing poverty and revolu
tion" that will end in "the eventual loss of sovereign
American territory." In England, Muslims "are turn
ing life in this once pleasant land into a misery for its
native inhabitants:'

Also working for Fran Coombs is Robert Stacy
McCain, a Times assistant national editor and a mem
ber of the white supremacist hate group League of the
South. McCain is in charge of the paper's "Culture
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Meany Middle School studentAden Mohammed (left) displays a book he read to his elementary school partner as part ofa service learning
project supported by a Teaching Tolerance grant. Students also worked with local audio experts (right) to produce books on tape.

Longtime donors Melesse and Robert Traylor ofLa Jolla, California, made a special trip to

visit the Center when they traveled to Maryville, Tennessee, for his 50th year high school
reunion last faIl. The couple belong to the Center's monthlygivingprogram, "Friends of
the Center." They were hosted on the September 27 visit byAndrew Blejwas (left).

Supporters visit Center

Center joins battle
to save health care
I n its ongoing effort to pro- to receive health care and because

tect society's most vulnerable, national attention is focusing on the
the Center has joined a battle to future ofhea1th care in Tennessee.
prevent more than 300,000 poor "This is an extremely signifi
people from losing health care cant cause, not just in Tennessee,
coverage in Tennessee. but for the entire nation," said

A Center grant awarded to the Center legal director Rhonda
Tennessee Justice Center (TJC) in Brownstein. "This is a life-and
February will allow an attorney to death issue. Many people will lose
spend a year working against pro- their health care and will not to be
posed cuts to TennCare, Tennessee's able to find it anywhere else. The
state-funded health insurance pro- governor's proposal is horrendous
gram for low-in- '" ...- ...,..., and shameful."
come citizens. ~ The grant from

Tennessee Gov- ~ the Center will al-
ernor Phil Bredesen 8 low TJC to hire
is proposing signifi- Mike Engle, one
cant cuts to the pro- of Nashville's most
gram, which cur- prominentcrirninal
rently serves 1.3 mil- defense attorneys.
lion poor, disabled Engle is a 17-year
and uninsured Ten- veteran of the pub-
nesseans. Under the lic defender's of-
governor's proposal, Gordon Bonnyman fice and an adjunct
323,000 adults and professor at Tennessee
as yet unknown number of chil- State University.
dren would lose their coverage. Engle previously served as

Those remaining on the deputy general counsel for the
TennCare rolls would have their state's Department of Health
benefits reduced, and a monthly when it oversaw the Medicaid
four-prescription limit would be program. "I want to do anything
imposed on all participants, re- I possibly can to help represent
gardless of need. all these people," he said.

"The governor is devastat- The Center's support is espe-
ing the TennCare program," said cially important because antici
TJC director Gordon Bonnyman. pated pro bono assistance from
"He is removing nearly half of national law firms fell through. At
all adults and cutting benefits to least one firm backed out for fear
among the lowest levels in the of alienating some of its health
country for those who remain on care clients. In addition, TJC is
the program. facing several large private law

"If these cuts are enacted, firms who are working on the
Tennessee will plummet from governor's behalf.
having one of the best Medicaid "It speaks to the importance of
programs in the country to being this whole fight that the Southern
among the worst, ifnot the worst," Poverty Law Center was willing to
BonnymaILsaid. make it possible financially:' said

The Center offered its help be- Bonnyman. "I think that people
cause of the importance of ensur- who care about the poor unde~~

ing that the underserved continue stand what's at stake." .

- creating a book on tape - stu
dents received assistance from a lo
cal audio arts organization. Voice
trainers and sound engineers pre
sented a workshop on voice pre
sentation and recording.

Students designed a CD and
tape cover to accompany their
recordings. During an after
noon of reading and celebration
at the elementary school, Meany
students presented a copy of the
book and a recording to their
partner. They also donated cop
ies to local libraries, where stu

dents can see their work
as a permanent part of the
collection and being used
by a large population.

The Talking Book Part
nership has become a
standard part of the read
ing curriculum at Meany
Middle School. It promotes
community involvement
and promises to creatively
increase student invest
ment in reading across
many languages, commu
nities and cultures.

Since its inception in
1997, the Teaching Tol
erance grants program
has awarded nearly 1,000

grants, totaling more than $1
million, to educators nationwide.
The money supports a wide va
riety of innovative, student
centered projects. To make sure
these great ideas spread, each is
sue of Teaching Tolerance maga
zine highlights the most success
ful grants projects.

ing story of little Ruby Bridges, who integrated
New Orleans public schools in 1960 and whose
bravery was poignantly portrayed in a famous
Norman Rockwell painting, "The Problem We All
Live With." A highlight of the play was a tableau
re-enacting that scene.

To make the production appealing to its
audience, original music and lyrics were com
posed to further enhance the telling of the im
portant story.

The goal of the play was to help students rec
ognize the significance of Brown and appreciate
the hardships of the people who brought suit to
integrate American schools, said Jane Garrett, a
Montgomery educator who co-wrote the play
with retired teacher Rebecca Gregory.

Garrett said that the resources in the spe
cial Brown vs. Board issue of Teaching Tolerance
magazine, published last spring, were particularly
helpful in her research for the play.

ited the Seattle Talking Book and
Braille Library to learn how the
library makes books accessible to
a variety of community members.
Library staff and school librarians
assisted with book selection to
ensure that books were culturally
appropriate and authentic.

For the final phase ofthe project

The activity introduced Meany
students to the complicated pro
cess of assessing the needs of an
other community, providing a
service and reflecting on the les
sons inherent in the process.

Meany students then were in
troduced to a variety of reading
and production styles in order to
create a compelling story. Discus
sions centered on issues related to
ESL reading, the nature of reading
in a second language and the chal-

I lenges ESL readers face.
Next, Meany students vis-

SALT LAKE CITY - A Law Day project sup
ported by a Teaching Tolerance grant received

a top award on February 11 at the American Bar
Association's annual conference here.

Sponsored by the Alabama State Bar, Cross
That River: Brown vs. Board of Education and
the People Who Lived It is an original drama de
signed to put a human face on the 1954 event.
Its lead character is Thurgood Marshall, the
NAACP lawyer who successfully argued against
segregation.

Cross That River was presented for three days
in May 2004 in the courtroom of the Alabama
Supreme Court. About 1,000 attended, including
students, teachers, members of local bar associa
tions, civic and community leaders ,and the gen
eral public.

The playwrights used actual lines spoken by
Marshall when he argued for Brown before the
Supreme Court. The play also relays the touch-

Grant recipient receives national award

SEATTLE - A Teaching Toler
ance grant enabled students at

Meany Middle School to partner
with Ist_ and 2nd-grade English
as-second-language (ESL) stu
dents at another school for a cre
ative service-learning project that
bridged the cultural gaps between
the two groups.

"The local schools mimic the
city of Seattle, while ESL, African
American anddisabilities commu
nities tend to operate in separate
spheres:' said Chana Joffe-Walt,
service-learning coordinator for
Meany Middle School

Meany is home to a strong ~
special education program ~

as well as a growing ESL '-'
program. Students in these
programs often have little or
no interaction with "main
streamed" students.

To remedy this, Joffe-Walt
designed the Talking Book
Partnership,which invited two
institutionally and culturally
separate communities to work
together. The innovative pro
gram addressed two commu
nity needs: communication

across cultures and languages, Middle school student Nhgine Collins poses with her
and student literacy. elementary school partner.

The program partnered
Meany students with Ist_ and 2nd_'

grade ESL students at nearby Thur-'
good Marshall Elementary School.
The Meany students acquired in
formation from their ESL partners
via recordings in order to choose
books for them that were culturally
appropriate, authentic and suitable
to their interests.

Grant helps students bridge cultural gap
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Anniversary brings visitors

tainability at many levels - envi
ronmental, civic, social, cultural
and economic."

Teaching Tolerance program
director Jennifer Holladay says
experiences like DiMaio's are one
of the goals of the program.

"One of the great things Teach
ing Tolerance does is highlight
some of the incredible work that
educators are doing in classrooms
across the country," she said. "And
the value of what those teachers
are doing only deepens as they in
spire their peers."

DiMaio says the word "inspi
ration" is an apt-one to describe.
his experience.

"I would say about every seven
years or so a teacher needs to put
a new log on the fire, so to speak,"
DiMaio said. "The fire, the pas
sion, begins to burn a little low.
But I think sustainability is a new,
much larger log that I don't see
buining out any time soon."

DiMaio and his peers have
developed programs that in
clude service-learning projects,
tying in the wisdom of elders
with Spanish, Earth Day gardens
with science, Mix It Up Daywith
social connections and use of
classroom literature with Rwan
dan genocide.

"For myself and for my col
leagues this hasbeenan invaluable
experience,"DiMaio said. "TeadJ
ing Tolerance. and the people we
have met, have helped bring the
passion back to teaching"

100,000 free copies have been distributed to educa
tors across the country.

Nearly two-thirds of respondents said the kit in
creased students' awareness that they can be advocates
for social justice, and 93 percent said the kit increased
student understanding of civil rights history.

The average recipient reached 125 students with
the kit, and nearly 100 percent reported that they

plan to use the kit again
in future years.

"Teaching Tolerance
has long sought to instill
the lessons of respect and
understanding through
its film projects," said
tolerance education di
rector Jennifer Holladay.
"This feedback from ed
ucators using America's
Civil Rights Movement
indicates we're meeting
that goal."

In addition to the film, the kit includes the book
Free At Last and a new standards-based teacher's
guide. The book was redesigned to give it a fresh new
look and its text revised to reflect new information
since it was initially published.

America's Civil Rights Movement is available at no
charge to schools, houses of worship and commu
nity groups. For more information, visit www.teach
ingtolerance.orglresources.

social resources that future gen
erations will need.

The grandchild of Italian im
migrants, DiMaio said he had
long practiced the ideas of sus
tainability - but didn't have a
word to describe it - or know
how to bring it into the class
room. After reading the Teaching
Tolerance article, however, he was

inspired enough
to plan a trip
to Vermont to
bring sustain
ability to Oc
torara.

"I went into
school the next
day and ran into
one of my co
workers, Amanda
Keiffer;' DiMaio
said. "We looked
at each other and
at the same time

said, 'did you read that article in
Teaching Tolerance?'"

From there, the two teach
ers discussed the possibility of
actually going up to Vermont to
meet the educators featured in
the article. They accomplished
that goal in March 2004.

"We met a lot of incredible
people up there, like Jean Berthi
aume and others who are teaching
sustainability;' said DiMaio. "We
were accepted openly and lov
ingly. It was a truly great experi
ence, and since that time my rural
school district has embraced sus-

The teaching kit is free to educators.

... rl~ ..f

phia. "I got so excited I jumped
out of my chair and said, 'This
is it.'''

"This" was an article in the
Fall 2003 issue on the efforts of
Harwood Union High School
in Vermont to implement the
teaching philosophy of sustain
ability in the classroom. While
there is no standard definition
of sustainability, teachers apply
ing it in the classroom link their
subjects - such as Spanish, gov
ernment, science and English
- to ideas about protecting the
environmental, economic and

Magazine ar.tiele prompted teacher to start his own program.

I nspired by an article he read in
Teaching Tolerance magazine,

Peter DiMaio decided he needed
to got to Vermont.

''I'm reading this article, and
the more I'm reading the more
passionate I'm getting," recalls
DiMaio, an 8th-grade Span
ish teacher at Octorara Middle
School, just outside Philadel-

Feedback from educators indicates one of the
Center's most popular curriculum kits, America's
Civil Rights Movement, is having an overwhelmingly
positive impact in the nation's classrooms.

Hundreds of educators completed evaluations
during the first three months of the kit's fall 2004 re
release. Nearly all said the kit was achieving its goals,
which include increasing student understanding of
the Civil Rights Movement
and increasing appreciation
for those who are different
from oneself.

Teachers said the kit,
which includes the Academy
Award-winning film A Time
for Justice, had a dramatic
impact on their students.

"I have never seen a great
er interest in any project;'
said a teacher from Stone
Mountain, Ga.

"Our students left the
classroom still discussing the biographies of civil
rights leaders who were killed and, on another
day, talking about the injustices shown in the
video," wrote another educator from Schaum
burg, Ill. "Thanks for developing great educa
tional materials."

First released in 1992, America's Civil Rights
Movement tells the story of the struggle to end of
ficial apartheid in the United States. More than

Teaching Tolerance a~ticle inspires
teacher to initiate new philosophy

Updated civil rights teaching kit
ahit in America's classrooms

ry. A companion film, Mighty
Times: The Children's March,
won the Academy Award in that
category in February.

In the Rosa Parks film, boycott
participants and witnesses are
joined by their sons, daughters,
grandchildren, cousins, nieces
and nephews to tell Parks' inspir
ing story. The presence of fam
ily members enhances the narra
tive and shows how the story of
the Bus Boycott inspires today's
younger generation.

Teaching Tolerance teamed
with California filmmakers Bob
by Houston and Robert Hudson
of Tell the Truth Pictures to make
both of the documentaries. Based
in Ojai, California, the two also
made A Place at the Table, another
Teaching Tolerance film.

To date, Mighty Times has won
a Chris Award in the Social Issues
category at the Columbus (Ohio)
Film & Video Festival and a Grand
Festival Award in the Education
category at the Berkeley Video &
Film Festival Awards.

"We are proud to have pro
duced this remarkable film hon
oring Rosa Parks;' said Morris
Dees, Center co-founder. "Her
legacy should live on as an inspi
ration for us all, but especially for
our youth:'

The film is the fifth in a series
of video-and-text curriculum
kits produced by Teaching Toler
ance and was the fourth Center
educational film to be nominated
for an Oscar. A Time for Justice,
the Center's first Teaching Toler
ance film, also won the Academy
Award in the Documentary Short
Subject category in 1995.

Educators and community
group leaders can order Mighty
Times: The Legacy of Rosa Parks
free of charge at www.teaching
tolerance.orglresources.

Center's Rosa Parks fihn
nominated for Hmmy
Teaching Tolerance's educa

tional film, Mighty Times:
The Legacy of Rosa Parks, has
earned a National Television
Academy nomination for an
Emmy in the ChildrenlYouth/
Family Special category.
: The 40-minute video revis

its the familiar Montgomery Bus
Boycott while highlighting and in
troducing new stories and unsung
heroes of the Movement.

"We're honored to receive such
an endorsement;' said Jennifer
Holladay, director of the Center's
tolerance programs. "But th~ real
tribute goes to the remarkable
people who made the Montgom
ery Bus Boycott happen."

The 40th anniversary ofthe 1965 Selma-to-Montgomery voting rights march brought
visitors to Alabama, and many included a stop at the Civil Rights Memorial on their
itinerary. Among them were Frederick Douglass N ofBaltimore, great-greatgrandson of
the noted abolitionist, and his daughter, Melani, an artist. Greeting them on their March
5 visit was Lecia Brooks (right), education director for the Center's new Civil Rights
Memorial Center. It is scheduled to open this fall. Lecia formerly directed the Center's
youth activism project, Mix It Up.

Kit in 42,000 classrooms
Mighty Times: The Legacy

of Rosa Parks is part of a class-
. room curriculum kit including
a viewer's guide with classroom
activities and historical docu
ments that bring the Montgom
ery Bus Boycott alive for today's
middle- and upper-grade-Ievel
students. Released in 2003, the
free kit has been distributed
to more than 42,000 educators
across the country.

Home Box Office broadcast
the film last year.

"We hope the nomination will
prompt even more educators to
utilize this free resource in their
classrooms;' Holladay said.

Other nominees in the Chil
dren/Youth/Family category are
SavingA Species: Manatees in Peril
and A Separate Peace. Winners
will be announced at the 32nd
Annual Daytime Emmy Awards,
set for May 20 at New York City's
Radio City Music Hall.

In 2003, Mighty Times: The
Legacy ofRosa Parks was a nom
inee for an Oscar in the Docu
mentary Short Subject catego-
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TRIBUTE GIFTS RECEIVED BY THE CENTER FROM DECEMBER 2004 THROUGH JANUARY 2005

---------- IN HONOR OF IN MEMORY OF

PLEASE PRINT

Allen N. Rothberg
Jay Rubinow
Else Sackler
Macario S. Salazar
Ruben Schneidman
Irwin Schwartz
Marilyn Schwartz
Michael Schwerner
Evelyn V. Scott
Bernard Selikson
Lumie Shapp
David Shaw
Judith Silverstone Shaw
Kathryn "Kay" Sheadel
Matthew Shepard
Michael Sievert
Edward Silver
Irwin Slotkin
Marjorie Smith
Waolfe & Marion Sneiderman
Glenn Speidel
Gerry Spence
Bill Spencer
Dorothy Staller
Jill Feinstein Stone
John F. Stone
Beth Straus
Nell Forsythe Talbutt
Dr. & Mrs. Irwin D. Tashbook
Rachel Lee &Bill Terry
Alger Jones Thornton
Karl M. Tillman
Frank Trotter
Catherine Kirkpatrick Troxler
David Turock
Ellsworth Van Graafeiland
William Anson Van Treuren
Ned Volan
Lew "Poppa" Waldeck
Olga Cohen Waldman
Ronald L. Warman
Anne Weinstock
Marshall Woodrow Whigham
Susie J. Whittemore
Fay C. Willis
Liz Witt
John S. Wolf
Tema Wolfson
Celia Wright
Charles H. Wright

James W. Lundberg
Edward S. Lustig
Jane Tarbush &Thelma Lytle
Bennie & Clara Shapiro &

Mel Magnus
Mary Manzo
Irving Marcus
Marcy
Carl Margolin
George P. Marks
John Wills Martin
Rich Maurer
Margot Mazzuca
Karon J. McCann
John H. McFerrin
Mildred McGurty
Guy A. McLaughlin
Susan Mendelsohn
W. Jenning Mergenthal
Van D. Mericas
Robert H. Midgley _
Helen Knox Miller
Shirley Ireson Milne
Queenola E. Mi nor
Charlotte Mitchell
Mary Louise Taylor Mohl
Doris Moon
Bill &Jo Morgan
Nettie Moss
Carole Jon Altman Nachamie
Tim Nelson
David Ng
Oscar & Getrude Nimetz
Roy Nix
David Noga
Beatrice Osten
Howard Peyser
Katherine Rakowsky
Doris Ramsower
Robert E. Redding
Jon Reinsch
Liz Reivich
Mildred L. Rinaldi
Sonia Robinson
Tillie Rodgers
George Z. & Sadie B. Rogers
Vivian Rosenberg
Rose Rosenblume
Rosalie Rosenfelt
Benjamin B. Rosenthal
James L. Rosier
Ida & Harry Rosen &

Bevya Rosten
Jack Roth

Frances Page Dole
Dean Frankel
Betsy Fuller
Judy Fuller
Elmer Garrett
Lilio E. Gattoni
MaryC. Gill
Laurie Gindler
Larry Gladstone
David Glass M.D. &

Bertha Goldstein Glass
Andrew Goodman
Helena W. Goodman
Raymond Grant
Loel Greene
Charles Guggenheim
Gene Lenny Gussis
Lee Hahn
Eliahv Bet Zouri & Eliahv Hakim
Lindsey Anne Hanebury
Elizabeth Harden-Gilmore
Robert H. Harlan
Norma Harrison
Leo &Esther N. Heller
Leo Hirsch
Belle Hoffman
Lila Horwitz
"Brezzy" Summer Houraney
Pauline Jacobson
Vytautas Janusonis
Curtis Janzen
Thomas Jarcho
Nathaniel Johnson
Lee Gill Jordan
Deborah & Israel Kaplan
Joan Kaplan
Gertrude Katz
Peter Kaufman
Sol Kaufman
Lee Kay
Irving Henry Kempner
Sydney L. Kerwin
Martin Luther King, Jr.
Frances Scott Kirchmyer
Isadore Kolman
Eliot Komitor
Shirley Lawson
Elizabeth Waugh Leonard
Leland H. Levin & Irene L. Levin
Marvin Lezak
Michael Lewis Lifton
Barbara Littenberg Thompson &

Harold Littenberg
Harriet O. Livingston

Your Name(s) _

INDICATE ON ACKNOWLEDGEMENT THAT GIFT IS BEING MADE BY:

City/State/Zip _

Address

City/StatelZip -'-- _

Phone (in case of questions)

Name

SEND ANNOUNCEMENT OF GIFT TO:

SOUTHERN POVERTY LAW CENTER
P.O. BOX 548 • MONTGOMERY, AL 36101-0548 • (334)956-8200

In Honor of _

I am enclosing aspecial gift in the amount of $

In Memory of _

Address

The Center accepts gifts in memory of someone who has died or in honor
of a special occasion such as a birthday, anniversary or graduation. Donors
may also give a gift just to say "thank you." The Center will send a card to
the person honored or the family of the deceased. Complete this form and
mail it with your contribution.

MAKE ATRIBUTE GIFT

To celebrate his/her/their _

Mendel Abrams
Georgia Abrunzo's Grandmother
Oscar C. Allen
Robert Arbacher
Betty Aronow
Howard & Bobbie Baker
Cart Baldwin
Henrietta Holt Barr
Frank Beeman
Leon B. Beinstein
William Bookheim
Anthony J. Bralick
Harry Branch, Sr.
Gail Breger
Sonia Brink
Kevin & Scott Briscoe
Lester Sidney Burton
Harry Caicedo
Grace Auditore Capolarello
William H. Cartwright, Jr.
James Chaney
Jack L. Chriss
Janet Vivian Clinton, Esq.
Gerald Clymer
Sarah Cogan
Philip F. Colista
Doris J. Collins
Hana Conover
Ann Cook
George C. Cooper
Bea Crystall
Alvira Dalmeda
Elvira De Marco
Charlotte Dean
Sigmund Diamond
Raymond E. Dins
Isadore Director
Peg Dobbie
Joah Drooker
Gail Durson
Clarence & Laura Dutzik
Marion Echelman
Sara Efron
Adrien Tara Egan
Bill Egan
Harry Eisenbooth
Moe Engelberg
Hy Enoch
Robert M. Epstein
AI Escobar
Shirley Feldman
John C. Ferm
Stan Fishman
Hal Fitzgerald, CLU

The Scharffs
Margaret Schiller
Peter &Randall Schmidt
Nancy &Joseph Schneider
The Schoen Family
Sara Schreiber
Spencer Schreiber
Suzanne Schreiber
Allen &Chrissie Schulman
J.B. Scully
Rebecca &Andrew Scully
Dorothy I. Sea berg
Anna Selver-Kassell
Harry Shain &Miriam Gould
Fred Shannon
Shelly Shatz
Martclaire Sherwin
Gloria Shipley
Abby Notterman &

Frank Siciliano
Nate &Janet Siden
Charlotte Finn, Judy Glockner,

Janet O"Brien, Margot
Shandoff &Carole Siegel

Lynne Bloom &Gene Silver
Scott Silverman
Peter, Dana &Max Singer
Dorothy Sio
Debbie Skaggs
William Sklar
Colleen Smith
Emmet &Judy Smith
Gerald Smith
Jane &Warren Smith
Julie Richter Smith
Kate Ellis &Stephen Smith
Marilyn J. Smith
Mr. &Mrs. Tom Smith
Caleb Smith &Family
Jose Soriano
Susan & Rick Soriente
Bill & Ryan Stafanek
Blair &MaryJane Staymates
Anne, David &

Rebekah Steinbach
Bobbie Steinhart
Stella
Stephanie
Bob & Ginny Stephens
Randy Stoecker
Anne & Galen Stone
Marilyn Stowelie
Jill Sullivan & Family
Beth Sutton
Suzanne, Bill and Henry Rainey
Michael Swanson
Mr. &Mrs. Frederick I. Taft
Mr. & Mrs. Seth Taft
Dominic Tarpey
Trish Halloran &Bill Tecosky
Greg Terhune
Stuart Thayer
The Barnard-Goldsmith Family
Anna LoMascolo &Eric Thomas
Beverly Thomas
Gail Kinsey &

Scott Thompson
Sue Thorne
Robert Todd
Judy Tolbert
Rev. Dr. & Mrs. George

M. Torgersen
Mr. & Mrs. Lyman Treadway
Joseph W. Trigg
Tristen
Bob &Marilyn Troppmann
Richard & Meredith Turcotte
Donna Underwood
Dr. &Mrs. J. Thomas Ungerleider
Larry Van Til
Trudy Van Wagoner
Laura VanNoord
Tom Vieth
Debbie Vincent
Lori Vobejda
Alison &Neil Volz
Michael Wald
Pam &Mike Walker
Harriet Wallach
Irving Wallach
Virginia Waller
Dr. & Mrs. Carter Wang
Cathy, Frank & Bryan Ward
Howard Watkins

Ineke Way
Larry Weaver
Nora Weckler
Vita Weinstein
Jenny Weise
Dr. & Mrs. Steven Weitz
Arthur Whitehill
John E. &Marian Wilcox
Anne Wilt
Andrew Wolf
Joline Wolf
lise Wolfson
C.T. Wood
Mr. &Mrs. Alfred D. Yanda
Julia Young
Susan Eli &Paul Zalon
Robert Zausner
The Zeveloff Family
Linn Zook

Norman &Joan Levine
Marcia Greenburg &Dave Lewis
Allison DB Liebowitz
Mr. & Mrs. James D. Lightbody
Nancy &Jerry Nyblad Lindman
Walter Lipsky
Ann Listokin
Mr. & Mrs. Robert A. Little
Mr. John & Dr. Cynthia Logan
Mona Logsdon
Jack Londen &Kit Blamey
Michael &Dannine Lorenzo
Judith A. Lucier
Louise Lyon
Mike Lyons
Alex & Gina Macdonald
Alan Macias
Mr. &Mrs. Jed Maebius
Catherine E. Main
Eric Malchodi
Jac & Marv Maleitzke
J. Mullineaux &Matt Malik
Kathy Martin
Jennifer Martinec
Lucy Anne McCluer
Jerry McClurkin &Family
David Mcferrin
Essence R. McGill
James J. McGill
Margaret McGill & Daniel McGill
Mr. & Mrs. R. P. McKinley
Michael &Ruth McLaughlin
Betsy McNabb
Shan McSpadden
Barbara Meislin
Phyllis Mellow
Tina Mercer
Laura & Lou Meyi
Sally Michalko
Deborah Milburn
Dr. & Mrs. Robert H. Miles
Peggy Miley
Jane Miller
Neal & Deane Miller
Valerie Miller
Jan Milner
Sophie Minis
Richard F. Monteith, Jr.
Kathy & Carl Moore
Sean &Karina Moore
Mr. &Mrs. Michael Morchower
Mr. &Mrs. Todd Morchower
Shea Moxon
Andrea Mueller
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Mussafer
Judith & Peter Myerson
Darlene Koenig & Lynne Ninstiel
Joan Noell
Dr. & Mrs. Byron Nordstrom
William Norman
LB & Chris North
Anna Noyon
Mildred Hoadley O'Keefe
BQbby &Jim O'Leary
Mr. & Mrs. William Osborne
Anne C. Parton & David A. Parton
Carolyn Chappell &

Charles Pascoe
Penny Pasque
Charlie & Beth Payne
Melissa Pearlstone
Rosa Perchonock
Richard Perry
Jack L. Pierson
Sara Lee Pincus
Jennifer Podkul
Mark Potok
Jeffrey &Deb Potter
Ben Preisendanz
Paul Street &Dr. Frances Price
James B. Prosser
OJ Prowell &Family
Adam Puglia
Martha Puglia
Samuel Puglise
Terry Quosig
Adam Ramos
Happy &Bill Rands
Aaron E. Ray
The Rev. Edwin E. Reeves &

Judith K. Reeves
Susan Reuscher
Joel Rheaume &Vanessa Cint!
Richard R. Rumer &Family
Donald J. Richter
Tony Rittenberry
Reina Robbins
Eve Roberts
Robinson
Sonia Lazanska Robinson
Vicky B. D. Rockwell
Bill & Michele Rodriguez
Heath & Eric Rodriguez
John R. Rogers, Jr.
Jeanne C. Rohrbach
Andrew Romanoff
Dr. &Mrs. Arthur Rose
Sylvia Rosenbeerg
Mark Rosenberg
Dee Rosenthal
Larry Rosenthal
Jon S. Rosky
Jean Rotondi
Jon Rubin
Beth &Ari Sadoff
The Salyer Family
Leon &Georgina Salomon
Mary Sandels
Richard &Judith Sandler
Edin Nathan Sandler &

Denise Graff
Jon & Beth Santilli
Stephen Santilli
Sara
Samuel, Madelyn, Hannah,

Lam An, Oliver Wyner, Sarah,
Joshua, Zachary, lan, Melissa
& Allison Mark

Jeremy Sa rna
Phyllis & Frank Saylor

MaLeRoy Dunlap
Callie Eastburn
Sam Eastburn
Regis J. Ebner
Howard Ebright
Constance Anderson &

Julie Eckenwalder
Virginia &Albert Edahl
Max Eggers
Barb Rumer &Jim Eisenhard
Harry & Mic'hele Elam
Leroy J. &Mary Littell Ellis
Daniel Elwell
Kristin M. Ely
Dr. & Mrs. C. B. Esselstyn, Jr.
Dick Fagan
Faith Sandler & Mike, Claire &

Peter Faith, Holohan
Jack Falit
Nancy Falls
Jane &Paul Farrell
Adam Feerst &Marion Sills
Karen &Steven Feinstein
Evan Fieldman
Bev Finan
Lauren, Rachel & Becca Fine
Andy & Linda Fink
Anne Fitzgerald
Linda &Tom Fitzgerald
Guillermo J. Flores
Alan Forsberg
Betsy, Nathan, Rebecca &

David Fox
Claudette &John Franklin
Robert Laird Gay
Susan &John Genovese
Maressa Gershowitz
Mark H. Gitenstein
Dave Gocken
Arlene Kibbey & Herschel Godbee
Warren Goodwin
Laurel Greenberg
Paul & Paula Gre'gg
Robyn Gregg I
Paul Gunther I
Mike Gunther & Norma Nissenson 'I

Mr. &Mrs. AI. &Jurre Gurley I
Richard H. Gutstadt,
John &Vic Halgesen I
Lori Hall
Nancy Savory Hansen I
Dr. &Mrs. Jon A. Hardacre I
Gay Hardwick I
Michael Harriff ,
David Harris I
Maryann Hartman i
Kristin Hass &Family i
Mary Hayley 'I

Barbara & Louie Heitzeg ,
James D. Henderson I
Karen Henley & Laurie Goldman I'
Mark &Joan Henry
Marilyn Herr
Anita, Albert &Joshua Herring I'

Mrs. Charles Hickox
Noel A. Hill I
Ed Hirsch ,
Elisabeth Hoffman I
Liz Visser &Elizabeth Hoffman II

Mrs. Robert Hoguet .
Linda & Doug Holly I
Beau Holt ,
Kim Hoover !
Mr. & Mrs. William N. Hope :
Bern ie Horwili
Brenda &Addison Howe
Terrie &Steve Howe
Mary Catherine Huet
Nancy Huet
Rachel Sylvia Ibayan

. Marj Ikemoto
William & Eleanor ligen
Sue &Herb Isaac
John G. Jacobs
Nancy &Jerry Jacobs
Bryna & Ed Jamison
Joy Janssen
Eilene Jensen
Roxanne Jensen
Jonathan Jesup
Joel, Martha, Tanya,

Emiline and Sophia
Dr. & Mrs. John
Judy &Steve Johnson
Rusty Johnson &

Tamarra Matthews
Megan Jones
Dorothy &Charles Jorgensen
Jule
June
The Kachinsky Family
Andrew Kassoy & Kamy Wicoff
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Kaung
Bess Ritchey Keene
Steven Keith
Siena &Jack Kelley
Elliott & Carol Kellman
Gabe Kimble
Jerry Kindinger
Florence Kingdon
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Kobacker
Ernest Korpela
Evelyn &AI Kowitz
Sara Contente &Steven Kraft
The Kresch Family
Kris
John & Mary Krogness
Tim Kubrick
Joyce Kurzweil
Mr. &Mrs. Richard Lamb
Peter &Hilda Lamb
Brian Lamey
Mr. &Mrs. Robert Larson
Eugene Lauer
Eivor Lazaar
Mildred Le Crump
Patricia Casey Lee
Thomas B. Leech
The Leeds Family
Mary Jo Lenox

Barry Abrams
Wally Ahrendt
Bernard D. Alderman
Tammy Alexander
Jenny Allen-Sordillo
Eleanor Kate Alley
Jason Allison

. Edward Alpern
Mr. &Mrs. Red Anderson
Mike &Jan Andrews
Sarah Andrews
Elizabeth Anthony
Alec Appelbaum
Yanet Avila
Tarif Awad
Danielle Babineau
Diane Baker & Laura Lillard
Girish Balachandran
Lee Balan
Lindasy Ball
Laurie Bambas
Michael Banghart & Leslie
Elizabeth Barbee
Barbara Barber's Father
The Barnard-Goldsmith Family
Willie T. Barrow
Michael Bates &Family
Jane W. Bauer
Martha Bauer
Charles &Marsha Becker
Heidi & Bob Bendetson
Amy, Gus, Ale, Giuli & Enzo

Benedicty
Sidney Gunther &Phyllis Bennett
Naomi Benson
George &Alice Benston
The Berg Family
Talia Grace Berger-White
Bill Berliner
William &Nancy Betts
Marty &Jim Betts & Family
Elio &Judy Betty
Elio, Alicia, Mason & Carter Betty
Marjorie Betzer
Arden Biggar
Janet Blaisdell
Claudia &. Nick Blanchard
Dr. & Mrs. Sidney Block
Christine & Ken Blow
Jordan Blum
Celeste Bordner
Eve M. Rader Bowers
Leah M. Rader Bowers
Levi J. Rader Bowers
Rocky Boyd
Abbey Bradway
Bob &Cindy Brasher
Jay Briar
Florence Brodky
Ben Bryant
Larry Bugenstein
Mr. & Mrs. Clifton Bullard
Jessie Burke
Sara J. Burke
Simone Burke
Georgeann Burns
Irene Burton
Nina Puglia &Priscilla Butler
Elinor &Charles Cahn
Mary Caley
Margaret Campbell
Margie Carter
Pam Caryl
Clare & Bert Chalmer
Arlo Chase
Abe &Muriel Chasin
Jeffrey Brian Chew
Kellie & Paul Childs
Linda Christmann
Marlys &Chuck
Chuck, Tracy, Erica,

Sam &Natalie
Bethine Church
Beth Clark
Sidney Clark
Wilma Clausen
Sally &Richard Cleary
Jeff Click
Lisa &Jack Cline
Janice Janken &Howard Cohen
Irvin Coin
Jim & Renee Coley
John Collins
Bob & Carla Conaty
Lois Connell
Francis Connor

• Jonathan Michael
Conte-Ollendorf

Allen &Toby Cosin
Courtney
Leslie Craine
Tim Craine
Margaret Cummings
Judy &Joe Dafflitti
Will & Nancy Dale
John & Soheila Dantism
Krystal A. Davidson
Jim Davis
Sarah E. Day

r Anne &Dan De Arment
Howard Dean
Morris Dees
Susie Deg
Grandma Del
Brad & Cheryl Dell
Marilyn Merritt & Lou Delp
Peggy deParry &Family
Gary Depp
M. Spaulding & E. Detjas
Rod Diamond
Rev. &Mrs. Frank Diaz
Carolin & Mac Dick
Diane & Dennis Disbrow
Ron Dolin
Oscar Dominguez
Bro. Brian Donahue
Dan Downey
James Scully Downing
Nancy & Michael Drake
Florence & Murray Duitz
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Stephen E. Mitchell
Bertram Mock
Fair Monypenny
Rosita Nelson
John H. Niemeyer
E. Lucille Peterson
John C. Pierce
Jacob Pomerantz
Barbara A. Potter
lloyd Dale Provow
Luella Rampe
Konrad Reisner
Gary L. Rekow
William N. Rollins
Stanley Rontal
Lester Rosenblatt
M. Elizabeth Sawyer
Hilde S. Schlesinger
Marjorie Schultz
Claire Schumacher
Sara Sklar
Dayle J. Smith
Barbara Solomon
Abraham Oscar

Stein
Joann P. Stewart
Lillian Tarn
Howard Trueblood
IreneVogt
Harold Wagner
Lucy M. Ward
Harry K. Weinberg
Sol Weisman
ThomasC.

Whitehouse
James C. Wilson
Marie Worsham
Err~est Ziegfeld

Terry Ehrich
Jeanne Ende
Freddy Engelman
Paula Eppstein
Muriel Feigelson
Louis Fink
Gilbert Fong
Clare E. Freund
Harold Friedman
Susan Garfield
John C. Gerber
Ed Gersh
Susan Goldstein
Miss Leanore

Goodenow
Pennie Greenfield
Esther B. Hart
Eselean Henderson
Doris M. Hunter
JoAnn Jackson
Stanley Johnson
Florence Jonas
Ronald M. Jourdan
Mary J. Kohr-Aalto
David Kooris
Sadie Krieger
Rotan Lee .
Joseph H. Lerner
Augusta L. Levine
Susan B. Levy
Marjorie E. Lyford
Gladys Madoff
Anne Mahler
Leonard Malek
Norma E. Mallin
Ruth Manning
Elizabeth Mariano
Glen Marshall

Family of 'Friends' visit Center

T
he Southern Poverty Law Center pays tribute

to the memory ofsupporters who included the

, Center in their wills and other planned gifts.

The Center gratefully acknowledges the bequests received

from February 1, 2004, through February 28,2005.

Lillian M. Ackerman
Norbert Adler
Miss Nancy E. Allis
Bruce J. Batts
Avery J. Beer
Neva Belsey
Jeremy J. Berge,

M.D.
Hazel Berglund
Elizabeth F.

Berryhill
Florence Borkey
David Bornblum
Jane S. Buell
Elizabeth M.

Campbell
Sandra Carnesale
Victor D. Case
William Childs
RalphP.

Christenson
Berenice O. Colbert
Richard C.

Cornelison
Eleanor G. Corvini
JaneM.

D'Alessandro
Portia Dees
Harry Deutsch
Benice Diamond
Miss Mary Dimon
Caroline V. Doane
Edward O. Douglas
Evelyn Drayton
Evelyn Bluestone

DuBartell
. Elaine Dulsey
William S. Eberly

Thirteen-hear-old Esther Sokolow displays a copy ofthe Center's new teachingkit, The
Children's March, while visiting the Center with her family on March 10. Her panmts,
Jeffrey and Leslie Sokolow, were on their way with Esther and sister, Miriam, 12, to see
the Dead Sea Scrolls in Mobile. The couple, both Center for Disease Control employees,
are "Friends ofthe Center:' Greeting them was Wendy Via (top left), who manages the
monthly givingprogram.

$500 to a law-related charity, and
Whitney selected the Southern
Poverty Law Center. As he told a
local newspaper, Whitney chose
the Center to receive the award
because "it's the most righteous
organization in the world. Its
sole purpose is to rid the world
of hate, hate crimes and bigotry;'
Whitney said.

"I've been familiar with the
Center since its early days, for as
long as Morris has been rattling
sabers," said Whitney.

The decision to pass his award
on to the Center is one that comes
naturally for someone spends
as much time helping others as
Whitney. It was the same thinking
that led him to pursue a career
in law and spend so much time
working pro bono.

"I was raised to 'care about peo
ple in need," said Whitney, down
playing the award. "What we do in
the legal profession is what really
gets to my heart. You do not help
people to get stars in your crown.
The riches I obtain on earth will
not be monetary."

the gay and lesbian community. In an essay posted
on the Focus on the Family website, Dobson warned
parents that the gay community is "the greatest
threat to your children."

"God's love has room for everyone," Holladay
said. "How unfortunate that Dr. Dobson and so '
many of his followers can't muster simple tolerance
for their gay and lesbian brothers and sisters."

Not only will the Center continue promoting the
pledge, Holladay said, it also will practice what it
preaches.

"I believe in Dr. Dobson's right to hold and express
his beliefs;' she wrote in an essay posted February 9 on
Tolerance.org. "I also believe that our democracy allows

-for both Dr. Dobson and a child with two moms:'
The Declaration for Tolerance currently is avail

able on the Center's website and in the Center-pro
duced booklet 101 Tools for Tolerance. The guide can
be downloaded from www.tolerance.org.

versity of South Carolina Law
School in 1977. "Unfortunately
they do not have the resources
to understand the system as the
rest of us."

In Iconjunction with the
award, ~he bar association gives.

\

Robert Whitney

'For all our differences, we share one world'
In doing so, they promise to "examine my own

biases and work to overcome them, set a positive ex
ample for my family and friends, work for tolerance
in my community, speak out against hate andinjus
tice. For all our differences, we share one world. To
be tolerant is to welcome the differences and delight
in the sharing."

Dobson likened the pledge to "nonsense" and
expr~ssed di~may that children across the county
would be "coerced" into supporting its message.

Thisis not the first time he has spoken out against

(continued from page l) the pledge "asks people to take
an affirmative stand for understanding and respect;'
said Jennifer Holladay, director of the Center's toler
ance education programs.

To date, thousands of people from across the
country have signed it.

Religious Right attacks tolerance pledge

Lawyer designates Center' for donation

Noted pianist and singer Bruce Hornsby (second from left) stopped by the Center on February 16 when he was in Montgomery for
a concert. A Center donor for 16years, Hornsby received an update on current hate groups from Intelligence Project director Mark
Potok (second from right). Center president Richard Cohen (right) introduced Hornsby to Center employees at their monthly birthday
celebration, where he offered an impromptu rendition of"Happy Birthday" on a borrowed piano. Major gifts officer Shannon Sanders
(left) coordinated Hornsby's visit.

Singer briefed on hate group activity

'SENECA, S.C. - Lawyer Robert ten legal forms. He tried to keep
, Whitney has spent the past at least two pro bono cases active

20 years doing just what his par- at all times.
ents always told him to - work for "These people are the work-
those less fortunate than himself. ing poor," said Whitney, who

Usually that kind of work attended Clemson University
brings little recognition, some- and graduated from the Uni
thing that changed for Whitney in 0

January when the South Carolina ~

Bar Association named him as its ~
C>

2004 Pro Bono Award winner for U

small law firms.
The prestigious recognition,

however, did not faze someone
who has devoted his life's work to
helping others.

"My mom and dad were public
servants;' says Whitney, 55, whose
parents were schoolteachers.
"They told me that being a public
servant was part of being alive:'

Whitney, a sole practitioner
1)ere, is one of only 848 lawyers
out of some 8,035 ill the state
who gives of his time at no charge
to the client. His pro bono work
primarily involves helping people
through the legal system who do
not understand English. In par
ticular he helps people with writ-
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Juvenile justice work achieving reform

Center attorney Sheila Bedi (center) works with grassroots organizers Mattie
Stoddard (left) andJoyce Parker to reform Mississippi's juvenile justice system.

JACKSON, MISS. - The Center's push to
reform Mississippi's long-troubled juve

nile justice system and derail the "school
house to jailhouse" train has produced
significant successes in recent months.

Combining litigation with legislative
advocacy, the Center's work is beginning to

\
have a real impact on the lives of Missis-
sippi Youth.

One of the biggest victories came in
March when the Mississippi legislature
overwhelmingly approved the Juvenile Jus
tice Reform Act of 2005. The House vote
was 119 to 3, a month after the Senate

unanimously passed a similar bill.
The act is a major step in the effort to

reform the state's juvenile justice system.
Once signed by Mississippi Governor Haley
Barbour, the bill will stop the incarceration
of status offenders and first time, non-vio
lent adjudicated children.

In addition, the bill
establishes community
based alternatives to incar
ceration and creates a new
monitoring unit to con
duct regular inspections of
the state's detention centers
and training schools.

Center attorney Shei
la Bedi, who works here
with the Mississippi Co
alition to Prevent School
house to Jailhouse and
the Mississippi Center
for Justice, said the ,leg
islation reflects a change
in attitude toward juve
nile offenders.

"These are children who need mental
health services, education services and de
linquency prevention programs;' said Bedi.
"This legislation shows that Mississippi law
makers are questioning whether incarcera
tion is the answer for delinquent children:'

Center legal director Rhonda Brownstein

said Bedi was instrumental in getting the
changes through the House and Senate.

"Sheila is an informed and passionate
voice for humane, cost-effective juvenile jus
tice reform;' said Brownstein. "Her dedica
tion has kept this issue in the forefront of the
media and the legislature for the past year."

Abuse rampant inside juvenile prisons
Many of those children that the new leg

islation would affect are being sent to some
of the nation's worst juvenile prisons - fa
cilities like Columbia Training School.

Columbia inmates endured repeated
abuse for years. The young inmates would
be shackled to poles and hog tied for hours.
In some of the worst instances of abuse,
young, suicidal girls were forced to strip
and locked for days at a time in a pitch
black cell known as "the dark room."

In response to these horrible condi
tions, the Center, working with the Mis
sissippi Center for Justice, filed a federal
class-action suit against the state, K.L. W
V5. James. The suit resulted in a settle
ment in early January that allows law
yers seeking to improve juvenile justice
in Mississippi to visit children to discuss
their treatment.

Previously, only attorneys approved by
local juvenile courts were allowed on the
training school grounds.

"The settlement is an important victory
for Mississippi children locked up in these
facilities;' said Center attorney Danielle Li
pow. "But the settlement does not address the
rampant abuse, poor medical care and lack of
educational services in the training schools.
Until those problems are resolved, we will
continue to fight for Mississippi's children in
the courtroom and in the legislature:'

The Center launched its Mississippi Juve
nile Justice Initiative in 2003 in response to a
report from the U.S. Department of Justice
that found shockingly inhumane conditions
at Columbia and Oakley training schools. In
addition to being hog-tied and locked in pitch
black cells, inmates were sometimes sprayed
with chemicals during mandatory exercises
and forced to eat their own vomit

Bedi became the first Center attor
ney dispatched to another state when she
moved to Mississippi in January 2004. Six
months later, the Center expanded its Mis
sissippi efforts when it provided a grant to
the Mississippi Center for Justice to add an
experienced youth court defense attorney,
Jennifer Riley-Collins, to its staff.

The presence of advocates like Bedi and
Riley-Collins at Mississippi's juvenile prisons
has had a powerful impact. Since the Center
got involved in Mississippi, juvenile incarcera
tion has dropped from more than 500 youth in
2002 to approximately 300 youth today.

Mail to: Partners for the Future· Southern Poverty Law Center· P.O. Box 548· Montgomery AL 36101-0548

black man to run for the Sagi
naw School Board in 1965. He
was not elected, but his step set a
precedent for others to follow.

Howard also worked on a
coalition to line up
people to march
with Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr.,
from Selma to
Montgomery. It
was there he met
Marjean Cain, his
wife of 29 years.

Howard was
involved in a
number of or-
ganizations. He

was a lifetime member of the
NAACP Lansing Branch, a
board member of the Greater
Lansing Food Bank, found
er of the Minority Fellows
Program, president of Black
Catholics, and a member of
the Central Michigan Chapter
Community Foundation. He
became particularly passion
ate about organizations like
the Transplant Policy Center
after his wife had a kidney
transplant in 1973.

Howard is survived by his
daughter, Kendra; his sister,
Jennie Washington; sister-in
law, Lucille Howard; and sev
eral nieces and nephews. The
family requested donations
made in Howard's name go to
the Michigan Kidney Founda
tion and the Southern Poverty
Law Center.

IN MEMORIAM

W ilbur Delano Howard,
ardent supporter of the

Southern Poverty Law Center
since 1996, died at age 71 on
June 17,2004.

"He was a pas- c

sionate crusader ~
for fairness and ~
equality and a u

bold leader in the
Civil Rights Move
ment in Michigan;'
wrote his daugh
ter, Kendra. "His
strength and com
passion for others
led him to a life of Wilbur Delano Howard

service and helped
create a voice for those who had
no voice."

Howard was raised in Lan
sing, Michigan, during the
Great Depression. He went on
to graduate from Michigan
State University with a bache
lor's degree in social work and
police administration.

After graduation, Howard
worked with the Michigan De
partment of Corrections and
later for the Michigan Depart
ment of Civil Rights.

Known as a "champion for
justice;' Howard helped draft
and pass the Elliott-Larson
Civil Rights Act of 1976 and
the Michigan Handicappers
Act of 1978, both ofwhich pro
hibit discriminatory practices
in Michigan.

Howard is in the Saginaw
Hall. of Fame for being the first

Wilbur Delano Howard (1932-2004)

Civil Rights Memorial

will also reduce the taxes on your estate.
For more information about wills, charitable

gift annuities or other planned giving opportuni
ties available at the Center - with no obligation
- please contact the Center's planned giving de
partment by calling toll-free 1-888-414-7752 or
by mailing the form below. You can also visit us
online at www.SPLCenter.org/donate or e-mail us
at plannedgiving@splcenter.org.

Ifyou have already included the Center in your
will or estate plans, please contact us so we can
update our records. We want to officially welcome
you as a Partner for the Future!

My date(s) ofbirth is: _

Name _

Leave a legacy
through Partners

for the Future

Telephone _

o The Center is already included in my will or estate plans. Please welcome me as a Partner for the Future.

o I'm interested in receiving general information about wills and planned giving.

Please send me information on the following specific planned giving opportunities:

o Wills 0 Charitable Gift Annuities 0 Insurance Policies 0 Real Estate
o Living Trusts 0 Charitable Remainder Trusts 0 Retirement Plans 0 Securities

Address --'- _

City/State/Zip _

E-mailAddress _

Become a Southern Poverty Law Center
Partner for the Future by including the

Center in your will or estate plan today. Spe
cial donors who decide to extend their support
beyond their lifetimes enjoy a rare opportu-

. nity to leave a legacy of tolerance and justice
after they are gone.

Your bequest or planned gift - regardless of
size - is a meaningful way to honor the Center's
work and assure its future. So, take charge ofyour
estate plan today by writing a will and including
a bequest to the Center. Not only will you see the
values you cherish live on, but in most cases, you
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