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FIGHTING HATE

Nativist rage fuels hate group growth

• KU KlUX KlAN 155
• NED-NAZI 207
• WHITE NATI9NAlIST 125
• RACIST SKINHEAD 90

CHRISTIAN IDENTITY 36

• NED-CONFEDERATE 104
• BLACK SEPARATIST 81
• GENERAL HATE 90

The Southern Poverty Law
Center's case against the Imperial
Klans ofAmerica (IKA) is sched
uled for trial in November in
Meade County, Kentucky. The
SPLC sued the IKA and two of
its officials on behalfofteenager
Jordan Gruver, who was brutal
ly beaten by IKA members at a
county fair. Over the past couple
ofmonths, the trial team, led by
Morris Dees, has been in Kentucky
preparing for the case. Dees an
swers questions about the case:

Please provide a brief summary of
the case and its status today.
On July 30, 2006, two IKA of
ficials, Jarred R. Hensley, 24,
of Cincinnati and Andrew R.
Watkins, 26, of Louisville, at
tacked 16-year-old Jordan Gruver
while he was enjoying the Meade
County Fair in Brandenburg, Ky.
Gruver was beaten to the ground

Continued on page 8

Morris Dees
discusses
newlawsuit
against Klan

SEEKING JUSTICE

secret plot to "reconquer"
the American Southvrest.~
spread of such racist propa
ganda - along with another
conspiracy theory that claims
a secret plan to merge Mexico,
Canada and United States into

Continued on page 3

•

found themselves chained to an
abusive employer, forced to live
in crowded, unsanitary condi
tions and threatened with ruin
if they tried to stand up for their
rights. This case illustrates ev
erything that's wrong with our
guestworker program."

Filed in the U.S. District
Court for the Eastern District of
Louisiana, the complaint claims
defendants engaged in forced
labor, human trafficking, fraud,
racketeering and civil rights viola
tions. Signal is a marine and fabri
cationcompanywith shipyards in
Mississippi and Texas. It is a sub
contractorforglobal defense com
panyNorthrop Grumman Corp.

After Hurricane Katrina scat
tered its workforce, Signal used
the federal H-2B guestworker
program to import employees
to work as welders, pipefitters,
shipfitters and in other posi
tions. Hundreds of Indian men
mortgaged their futures in late
2006 to pay recruiters as much as
$20,000 for travel, visa and other
fees after theywere told it would
lead to goodjobs, green cards and
permanent U.S. residency.

Many of the workers gave up
other jobs and sold their houses,
family farms, jewelry and other
valuables to come up with the
money. Some took outhigh-inter-

Continued on page 4

repeatedly revealed an anti-La
tino and anti-Catholic bias, and
it has energetically promoted
racist conspiracy theories about
the immigration situation."

Among other things, FAIR
has promulgated the theory
that Mexico is involved in a

•
•

Find the hate groups in your area. Visit
the new interactive hate map on the SPLC's
website www.splcenter,org/hatemap
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LLC and a network of recruiters
and labor brokers engineered a
schemeto defraud theworkers and
force themtoworkagainst theirwill
at Signal facilities in Pascagoula,
Miss., and Orange, Texas.

"This companyand its recruit
ers exploited foreign workers who
legallyentered the countryunder
the belief that they were going
to be able to live the American
dream," said Mary Bauer, direc
tor of the SPLC's Immigrant
Justice Project. "Instead, they

immigrant voices in the country
buthasforyears had strong ties
to white supremacists and white
supremacist ideology.

"FAIR has been taken seri
ously for years byboth the media
and Congress, but it shouldn't
be," Potok said. '1ts officials have

SPLC EXPOSES 888 HATE GROUPS ACTIVE IN THE UNITED STATES

NEW ORLEANS - Hundreds of
guestworkers from India, lured
by false promises of permanent
U.S. residency, paid tens ofthou
sands of dollars each to obtain
temporary jobs at Gulf Coast
shipyards onlyto find themselves
forced into involuntary servitude
and living in overcrowded, guard
ed labor camps, according to a
class action lawsuit filed by the
Southern Poverty Law Center.

The lawsuit, filed on March 7,
charges that Signal International

SPLC seeks damages
for abused workers

Surrounded by dozens of Indian workers. SPLC attorney JJ Rosenbaum speaks at a
news conference announcing the new lawsuit.

The most prominent name add
ed to the hate group list this year
was that of the Federation for
American Immigration Reform,
or FAIR, a group that has be
come one of the leading anti-

At the same time,
FBI statistics suggest
that there was a worry
ing 35 percent rise in hate
crimes against Latinos
between 2003 and 2006.
Experts believe such
crimes are typically car
ried out by people who
think they are attacking
immigrants.

"Anti-immigrant rage is
the number one factor driv
ing the massive growth in
American hate groups," said
Mark Potok, director of the
SPLC's Intelligence Project. "It's
no wonder we are seeing a rise in
anti-Latino hate crimes."

The greatest numerical
growth in hate groups came in '0

California, Arizona and Texas,
which had jumps of 27 percent, .", . A

70 percent and 22 percent, re
spectively, in 2007.

Granthelps school
live motto

PAGE 4

President's
message

PAGE 2

****

SPLC campaign
closes girls' prison

PAGES

****

The Southern Poverty Law
Center has documented 888
hate groups operating in the
United States, a number that
has swelled by a staggering 48
percent since 2000.

The rise, which is being fu
eled by anti-immigrant fervor
sweeping the country, was led
by three states on the southern
border.

In its latest annual count,
released in March, the SPLC
found that the number of hate
groups operating at the end of
2007 grew by 5 percent from
the 844 groups in 2006 and was
far above the 602 groups docu
mented in 2000.

For the most part, the count
doesn't include 300 anti-immi
gration groups, about half listed
by the SPLC as "nativist extrem
ist," that were formed in the past
three years to harass and intimi
date immigrants.
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A MESSAGE FROM CENTER PRESIDENT RICHARD COHEN

We allbear moral responsibility to ensure fairness for workers
SPLC REPORT
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The Southern Poverty
Law Center is dedicated to
fighting hate and bigotry

and to seekingjustice for the
most vulnerable members of
our society. Using litigation,
education, and other forms

ofadvocacy, the Center
works toward the day when
the ideals ofequal justice

and equal opportunitywill
be a reality. The Center also

sponsors the Civil Rights
Memorial, which celebrates
the memory ofindividuals
who died during the Civil
Rights Movement, and

the Civil Rights Memorial
Center.
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Recently, we won a major victory
against a wholly owned subsid
iary ofa giant US. company that
wanted to wash its hands of any
responsibility for the abuse of its
workers. The parent company is
a very familiar one; you surely
know its name. In fact, you prob
ably have some ofits products in
your pantry. Nine out of 10 US.
households do. I'm talking about
Del Monte, the world's biggest
producer of canned vegetables,
a company with $3.4 billion in
net sales last year.

Motto should be 'cheating workers'
Del Monte's motto is "enriching
lives" and "nourishing families."
Its subsidiary, Del Monte Fresh
Produce Southeast, should add
"cheating workers" or, more
precisely, "letting its workers
be cheated."

Here's what happened:
At various times between

2Q03 and 2006, Del Monte
Southeast employed about 500
migrant workers to plant, har
vest and pack sweet onions in
its fields west of Savannah in
southeast Georgia.

Some of these laborers were
US. migrant workers, and some
were brought in from Mexico
under our country's guestwork
er program. The Mexican guest
workers left their homes and
families and spent considerable

sums of money for the opportu
nity to work for Del Monte.

The workers lived in labor
camps operated by Del Monte.
Theyworked in DelMonte's fields
and used Del Monte's equipment..
They were supervised daily by
Del Monte employees.

As often happens with mi
grant workers, however, they
were consistently cheated
when payday rolled around.
The hourly rate
was sometimes
right and some
times wrong, but
their pay stubs fre
quently reflected
many fewer hours
than they actually
worked. And some
times, because the
workers were often Richard Cohen
paid on a piece-rate
basis, their stubs showed no
hours at all.

In 2006, we filed suit against
Del Monte to help the workers
recover their stolen wages. But
Del Monte had an ace in the
hole: We're not responsible,
the company said, because the
workers are actually employed
by a labor contractor.
In this case, the "labor contrac
tor" was a 9th-grade dropout who
was 18 and had no particular ex
perience in the field when the
arrangement with Del Monte

began. She handled the recruit
ing of the workers, but it was
clear that Del Monte was the
real employer.

SPLC wins crucial ruling
The federal judge in our case
rightly ruled that this labor
contractor was really a Del
Monte Southeast employee,
and so were the hundreds of
migrant workers. The case isn't

"'over; we still have
to prove the wage
abuse in court or .
reach a settlement
with Del Monte.
But the ruling was
crucial and was
perhaps the most
important skir
mish in the legal
fight against the
company.

Sadly, this same scenar
io happens again and again
throughout our country, espe
cially when society's poorest
and most vulnerable workers
are involved. Big companies
try to shield themselves from
accountability for the mis
treatment of their workers by
hiding behind middlemen and
subcontractors. We saw this
repeatedly in New Orleans
after Hurricane- Ka"trina,
when large contractors em
ployed layers of subcontrac-

tors - and migrant workers
paid the price. It is one of the
major abuses we pointed out
in Close to Slavery, the report
we released last year exposing
rampant exploitation in the
guestworker program.

Del Monte Southeast's prac
tices may help keep its costs
down. And when you pick up
a Del Monte product from the
grocery store shelf, you probably
never think that you are benefit
ing from exploited labor.

But, in many cases, the people
at the bottom ofthe food chain 
the powerless people in our so
ciety - are going hungry so that
we can eat more cheaply.

As consumers and citizens,
we all bear a moral respon
sibility to ensure that work
ers are treated with fairness
and dignity. In a democracy,
our government should stand
up for these workers as a re
flection of our fundamental
values. Unfortunately, as it
has demonstrated again and
again, we now have an admin
istration that is more inter
ested in coddling the wealthy
than improving the lives of
the working folks who do the
heavy lifting that underpins
our economy.

We'itlust demand better from
our leaders in government and
business.
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Thank you so much for clas
sifying FAIR (Federation

.for American Immigration
Reform) as a hate group. I

. always knew it was. I am a
white citizen with an un
documented girlfriend. She
has been here since she was
five years old, brought here
from Mexico, and is now 19.
She is American practically
in every way.

But to those in FAIR and
other hate groups, she is a
Mexican, pure and simple, and
she will never assimilate, ever.
Theysee her as a criminal, even
though she was a child when
she was brought here.

And because of this senti
ment, she cannot adjust her
status. My anger is indescrib
able. Your new classification
will hopefully put a lake of
water over the wildfire that
is FAIR.

N.L.
Los Angeles, California

Congratulations on draw
ing the ire of Lou Dobbs. He
announced in a promo for a
recent show that he would
be taking on the Center for
something apparently said
about his racist, bigoted at
titude about "illegal" immi
grants. Anyone who can push

his buttons is entitled to a lot
of respect and admiration.

I don't know what he said
on his show because I don't
have the stomach to watch his
nonsense.

Thanks again for the work
the Centerdoes to promote hu
manity in this country. There
are precious few persons and
organizations today pursuing
that agenda.

D.R.
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

I was introduced to Teaching
Tolerance magazine today.
WOW! I am the chaplain of a
residential treatment center
for teens. We are conducting
a peace worship service in
chapel centered on MLK, Jr.
The article and poster in the
magazine are brilliant tools.
Please send five copies of the
latest Teaching Tolerance to
me for use throughout our
agency.

J. M.
Worthington, Ohio

I am 17 years old and ajunior in
high school. I recently saw the
History Channel presentation
on Nazism in America and saw
what the SPLC is doing. It sad
dens me to see such hate and
injustice thriving in America.

There is nothing stronger in
this country, or anywhere else
in the world for that matter,
than people who are diverse in
ethnicity and religion joining
forces to achieve what can't be
done separately.

In my humble opinion,
those who choose racism and
choose to cause injustice to
those they see as inferior are
choosing a path of destruc
tion - not only destruction
of others, but in turn the
destruction of themselves.
Separation, hate and injustice
are only good for one thing,
the destruction of all that is,
or has potential to be, good
in this world. Ifwe choose to
join forces with each other in
this world, there is no limit to
what we as a people joined to
gether can accomplish.

I highlyappreciate the SPLC's
work and praythatyou can con
tinue to work against the forces
ofhate and injustice.

T.M.
Reedley, California

I must tell you what a differ
ence the Mighty Times video
makes every year. I received a
copy a few years ago, and ever
since I have shown the film to
4th and 5th graders. They are
transfixed. Your [Teaching

Tolerance] magazine is also
excellent. Thanks for making a
difference.

J. N.
Union, Maine

Let me commend your organi
zation on the fantastic level of
research that you do. As an in
vestigator for the Niagara Falls
Police Department, I reference
your work all the time.

K.B.
Niagara Falls, New York

Thank you for the amazing
book I Will Be Your Friend. I
am a music teacher, and my
students LOVE the songs.
Thanks so much for your ex
cellent [Teaching Tolerance]
resources!

B.B.
Centerville, Ohio

I commend and support the
work of the SPLC. You are the
gatekeepers of freedom. I am
glad that you use the courts
and the pocketbook to fight
and, if possible, destroy any
and all hate groups that seek
to undermine the rights and
freedoms of all Americans.
God bless those who fought
and died for freedom.

H.N.
Hendersonville, Tennessee
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"Howdo we know the difference between you and those that are trying to kill us?"
- Host GLENN BECK, on the Oct. 4 edition of his CNN Headline News show, questioning a Muslim American

woman witli a head scarf who he deemed "reasonable"

Hate group growth continues

"[T]he loving, kind lesbian who just assaulted you ... [is] the type that stuffed
ovens in Hitler's concentration camps."

- Host MICHAEL SAVAGE, responding on the Nov. 8 edition of his Talk Radio Network show to a caller
describing a short-haired woman who had criticized him for listening to Savage

Hate groups on the move
In December, the National
Socialist Movement/(NSM),
currently the largest neo
Nazi group in the country, an
nounced that it was relocat
ing its national headquarters
and business operations from
the Minneapolis area, its base
of operations since it was
founded in 1974, to Detroit.

While the NSM was active
in Michigan in 2007, holding
rallies in Lansing and Grand
Rapids and distributing lit
erature in several counties, it
had previously steered clear
of Detroit, a city with largely
black leadership.

Also in December, the
Church of Jesus Christ
Christian, the religious alter
ego of the neo-Nazi Aryan
Nations, held an organiza
tional meeting at a com
munity center in Longview,
Wash., after announcing
its intention to open a new
branch there.

Neo-Nazi websites such
as Stormfront and Vanguard
News Network contain lengthy
discussions concerning the
prospect of Obama becom
ing the nation's first African
American president. Dozens of
posts are derogatory and em
ployall kinds ofracist slurs.

But the most heated and
violent anti-Obama talk ap
peared to be on Internet sites
that allow individuals to post
messages anonymously. One
such site, JD Underground,
is a list ostensibly devoted
to lawyers. It carried a par
ticularly venomous thread,
entitled "Nigger President,"
that began in January.

"I'm hoping someone will
do his public duty of putting
a bullet through Obama's
head," said a poster identified
as "Kill Da Nigga."

INTELLIGENCE BRIEFS

THEY SAID IT

Racist threats against
Obama intensify
White supremacists are post
ing increasingly ugly and even
threatening remarks about
Democratic presidential can
didate Barack Obama on the
Internet.

"OBAMAWILL DIE, KKK
FOREVER," concluded a Feb.
15 post by "Rodney" to a blog
run bya person identified orily
as Strider333. Above that si
gnoff, Rodneywrote: "TheKKK
or someone WILL assassinate
Obama! Ifwe get a NIGGER
President all you NIGGER's
[sic] will think you've won and
that the WHITE people will
have to bowto you."

InfeUigence Report wins awards
The Intelligence Report - the
quarterly magazine published
by the Southern Poverty Law
Center - recently won two
significant awards. The Utne
Reader, which reprints se
lected articles from some
1,300 publications around
the country, gave the Report
its award for best U.S. pe
riodical in the "In-Depth/
Investigative Reporting"
category of its 2007 Utne
Independent Press Awards.

Nominated in the same
category were The Chicago
Reporter, the Columbia
JoumalismReview, GeneWatch,
High Country News, Mother
Jones, The Texas Observer and
The Village Voice.

The Intelligence Report
also won a major award for
overall excellence, this one
from the Gay and Lesbian
Alliance Against Defamation
(GLAAD). It was the winner
of the 19th annual GLAAD
Media Award in the "Special
Recognition" category for
overall excellence in coverage
ofissues that affect the lives of
the lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgender community.

"[I]fslavery was the price that a modern American's ancestors had to pay in
order to make one an American, one should get down on one's knees every
single day and thank the Lord."

- Republican New Jersey State Rep. MICHAEL PATRICK CARROLL, speaking out against a proposed apology
for slavery, in remarks reported Jan. 1by The Associated Press

"[W]e are beingoverrun [byundocumented Hispanic immigrants] but we are being
outpopulatedbyblacks also."

- An e-mail made public on Nov. 29, written by Arkansas state Sen. DENNY ALTES, a nativist who is also the
Senate GOP leader, that was denounced by Republican Party officials

The number ofviolent race
hate incidents in 2007 was also
staggering. Sheriff's deputies
were gunned down by "Aryan"
gangsters in Bastrop, La. Two
prominent tax protesters with
bombs were arrested in New
Hampshire. Several gun-toting
white supremacists marched
in J ena, La. A police officer
was murdered in Salt Lake
City by a head-to-toe tattooed
white supremacist.

After the e-mails were made
public, Turner saidhewas quitting
white supremacy. "I hereby sepa
rate from the 'pro-White' move
ment:' he said on his radio show.

Interestingly, in May 2006,
Turner wrote of a visit paid to
him bythe FBI agent and another
man who had come to his house
to warn him about his activities.
"It's become so routine," Turner
said of the FBI visits, "they are
like my private FBI agents."

The apparent revelation set
off a torrent of criticism from
experts in the use of informants,
which are rightly used by law
enforcement agencies that have
no other way of proving sus
pected criminal activity. "These
are frightening groups whose
members deserve to be investi
gated and infiltrated," said Jack
Levin, a criminology professor
and expert on the radical right
at Northeastern University.
"My concern is that Turner's
methods actually are more dan
gerous and destructive than the
evil they are seeking to cure. His
threatening messages mayactu
ally inspire neo-Nazis to up the

-iIDte, tQ.eJ;1~eJn e..xerunQIe d 
structive behavior."

er of the neo-Nazi American
National Socialist Workers
Party, Michael Blevins, wrote:
"If the Jew government waits,
and hell breaks out here in the
USA, our citizens will not be
asking to see any documenta
tion. They will go after anyone
they think an illegal alien based
on race first."

Last year's hate group growth
came despite continuing dis
array on the neo-Nazi scene,
where a battle over members
between the two largest groups
erupted. Another group col
lapsed when its leader pleaded
guilty to possessing child por
nography. The number of skin
head groups rose, as several
chapters of the Hammerskin
Nation were established and a
peace agreement was reached
between two groups, ending a
lO-year blood feud.

The number ofKlan chapters
continued to fall. The Imperial
Klans ofAmerica (IKA) declined
from 23 chapters in 2006 to just
16 last year as a case filed by the
SPLC against IKA chief Ron
Edwards, five followers and the
group itself moved toward trial.
The lawsuit seeks damages for
a boy who was attacked and
severely beaten during an IKA
recruiting drive ;:tt a Kentucky
county fair (See related story on
pages 1and 8.).

you do not change your stance
soon, you will face a wrath of
fury that you will never be able
to defend yourself against. We
have the-ability to reach out and
touch someone."

But it turns out
~ that Turner, whose
~ tactics terrorized

many and cost cit
ies and states many
thousands ofdollars
in security costs,
may be on the FBI
payroll. For its part,
the FBI has declined
comment.

On Jan. 1, un
identified hackers told Turner
that they had successfully
hacked into his e-mails and
found correspondence with an
FBI\ agent who is apparently
Turner's handler. Then they
posted on the Web an alleged
July 7 e-mail to the agent in
which Turner transmits a mes
sage from someone who sent in
a death threat against U.S. Sen.
Russ Feingold, a Wisconsin
Democrat. "Once again," Turner
writes to his handler, "my fierce
rh.eto.r;ic l;las..se.rxed. to.11ush..cw.t
a possible crazy:'

Groups openly express hate
While some groups like FAI~
work to maintain a veneer
of respectability, many hate
groups make no secret of their
hatred of Jews, Latinos, blacks
and others. "America is be
ing destroyed from within by
a modern version of Genghis
Khan's army," the Emigration
Party of Nevada posted on its
website. The group's leader,
Don Pauly, wants to send gov
ernment "sniper teams" to the
border and forcibly sterilize
Mexican women after a first
child. The Florida state lead-

Continuedfrom page 1
a single country - is being aided
by many mainstream politicians
and pundits. Indeed, 18 states'
houses of representatives have
now passed resolutions oppos
ingthe "North American Union"
- an entity that does not exist
and has never been planned,
but nonetheless inhabits nativ
ists' nightmares.

The new hate group list also
includes neo-Nazis, white na
tionalists, neo-Confederates,
racist skinheads, Klansmen and
black separatists. Other groups
listed specifically target gays or
immigrants, and some specialize
in producing racist music, litera
ture or propaganda denying the
Holocaust.

Neo-Nazi radio host accused
ofworking as informantfor FBI
New Jersey radio host Hal
Turner, 45, has developed a
reputation as one of the most
hard-line neo-Nazis on the rad
ical right since starting up his
radio show seven years ago. He
has routinely ranted
about those he hates,
using such slurs
as "savage Negro
beasts," "faggots"
and worse.

But it is his
threats that are
legendary. Turner
has written that
"we need to start

Hal Turner
SHOOTING AND
KILLING Mexicans as they
cross the border" and has ar
gued that killing certain fed
eral judges "may be illegal, but
it wouldn't be wrong." In 2006,
after he published an attack on
New Jersey Supreme Court jus
tices that also included several
of their home addresses, state
police massively beefed up se
curity for the members of the
court, checking on one justice's
house more than 200 times.

And in a July letter, Turner
told _Q,ll~eJ:P-P,D rt},: Law
Center founder Morris Dees: "If

FIGHTING HATE
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Lawsuit claims Signal engaged in fraud, trafficking

'Americandream' is nightmare for worker

ported themselves to the U.S.
Department ofJustice as victims
of and witnesses to human traf
ficking. They demanded federal
prosecution ofSignal.

"These workers endured
horrific conditions no company
would dream of forcing their
local workers to endure," said
Kristi Graunke, the SPLC attor
ney leading the case. "Yet, there
are companies that believe they
can get awaywith treating guest
workers like animals and deny
ing their rights because they are
a captive workforce."

This litigation arose out of a
broader organizing campaign
spearheaded by the Alliance for
GuestWorkers for Dignity, a proj
ect ofthe New Orleans Workers'
Center for Racial Justice. The
legal team also includes Tushar
Sheth of the Asian American
Legal Defense and Education
Fund, and New Orleans attor
ney Tracie L. Washington ofthe
Louisiana Justice Institute.

Last year, the SPLC released
Close to Slavery, a report that
documented the widespread,
systematic abuse ofguestwork
ers by U.S. employers. It found
that guestworkers are routinely
cheated out of wages, forced to
pay thousands of dollars in fees
to obtain low-wage temporary
jobs and held virtually captive
by employers or labor brokers
who seize their documents. It
also found that these workers
are often forced to live in squalid
conditions and denied medical
benefits for on-the-job injuries.

The SPLC has worked in the
courts and Congress to reform
this system fraught with abuse
and exploitation. "We are taking
action to protect these workers
because the Bush administration
is refusing to enforce their rights,"
Bauer said. 'We need Congress to
reform this shameful system."

ing. Signal responded with an
early-morning raid by armed
guards on the labor camp in
Pascagoula, Miss. Three of the
organizers were locked in a
room for hours. They were told
they would be fired and deport
ed. Another tried to commit sui
cide (See sidebar below.).

The incident prompted hun
dreds ofworkers to strike. Signal
fired the organizers.

In early March, 100 of the
workers in Pascagoula re-

efforts with a pre-dawn raid
by armed guards on the labor
camp in Pascagoula, Miss.

Vijayan describes the day as
"the worst tragedy I ever faced
in my life."

Three of the organizers
were rounded up by security
guards and locked in a room
for hours. They would later be
released and fired.

When an armed guard
and camp manager came for
Vijayan, he panicked. He had
sold his wife's jewelry and bor
rowed from friends to pay the
recruiters who brought him to
America. Facing financial ruin
andshame~he slit his wrist.

"I was losing my control,
afraid that [the] company was
going to harm me and deport
me to India," he said. "I was
afraid to [go] back home ...
empty-handed in front of my
poor family and the society. I
cut my wrist with a razor blade
- forced by the threatening sit
uation created by Signal. I was
in the hospital for three days,
my family wept for weeks and
my child told me, 'Come back,
I need my dad.'''

fences, with limited access to
come and go. Companysecurity
guards regularly searched their
belongings.

Even worse, they discovered
theywouldn't receive the green
cards needed to become per
manent residents. Their guest

worker visas were
good for only 10
months. Buried in
debt, they endured
the cramped con
ditions, bad food
and intimidation.

Vijayan began
organizing the
workers to com
plain about the
conditions.

"The management threat
ened us and told me that Signal
invested millions of dollars in
this labor camp and we are do
ing business," he said. '''This is
notyour India, this isAmerica If
you want to stay in this country,
keep quiet and shut up. Sabulal
sit down.' I did so because I was
not ready to lose this job, be
cause ofmygreat debt."

On March 9, 2007, Signal
responded to their organizing

Workers who complained
about the conditions were
threatened with deportation.

'1 never saw such conditions'
"I have been a guestworker all my
life in manyparts oftheworld, and
I never sawsuch conditions," said
former Signal employee Rajan
Pazhambalakode. 'We spokeoutto
breakthis chainofhuman traffick
ingand protect future workers."

By March 9, 2007, the
workers had started organiz-

Uving faciHties cramped, Isolated
The trailer only had two bath
rooms for about 24 men, so the
workers had to get up at 3:30
am. so that everyone could take
a tum. The company deducted
about $1,000 each month from
each worker's paycheck for
rent and meals. The camps
were isolated and enclosed by

bring family members for
permanent residency - for
an additional fee of $1,500
per person.

There was little that could
prepare him or the 500 other
Indian workers for what they
encountered at the compa
ny's labor camps '" v ~.

i n Mis sis sip p i ~ ~DERAI

and Texas in early ~

2007. ~
u

"They gave me
a bed in a trailer
with 24 people,"
he said of the
Pascagoula, Miss.,
camp. "I had never
lived in a room like 5abuIa1 ~ijallan
this anywhere in
my lifetime. We were like pigs
in a cage."

trailerwith onlytwo toilets. When
they tried to find their own hous
ing, Signal officials told them they
would still have the $1,050 de
ducted from their paychecks.

The camps were miles from
the nearest shopping areas,
places ofworship and residential
neighborhoods. With the excep
tion of rare occasions, such as
Christmas, visitors were not al
lowed into the camps. Company
employees regularly searched
the workers' belongings.

Sabulal Vijayan believed he
found the opportunity he had
dreamed about for his family.

An advertisement in his na
tive India offered jobs in the
United States. It even offered
green cards for workers and
their families to become per
manent U.S. residents.

The job was a chance to
live the American dream. He
jumped at the opportunity.

"I heard that in America
everybody will get liberty and
justice," he later told a congres
sional subcommittee about his
experience. "So, I paid nearly
$20,000 [to recruiters] to get
this chance."

The advertisement was
for work as a pipefitter for
Signal International, a com
pany that services offshore oil
rigs in Mississippi and Texas.
Vijayan, who had 20 years of
experience, took a test and got
the job.

He left for America, hop
ing to build a new life for
the family that remained be
hind in India. Like the other
workers, he was told that he
would eventually be able to

Continuedjrom page 1
est loans. Manywere also told that
for an extra $1,500-per person fee,
they could bring their families to
live in the United States.

When the men arrived in
early 2007, they discovered they
wouldn't receive the green cards
as promised but only 10-month,
H-2B guestworker visas. They
were forced to pay$1,050 a month
to live in crowded companyhous
ing in isolated, fenced laborcamps
where as manyas 24 menshared a

Granthelps students stand against genocide

Schlarman High School students display banners as they take part in a "Stand Up for
Darfur" walk.

DANVILLE, Ill. - The Fall
2007 semester at Schlarman
High School was like no other.
History, social science, religion,
art and English classrooms were
transformed into hubs for social
action.

"Our goal was to educate
students about the destructive
power of prejudice by studying
the conflict in Darfur and past
genocides such as Rwanda and
the Holocaust and their effects
on all of humanity," said edu
cator Judy Turner. "We drew
parallels to other genocides and
racial and ethnic discrimination
throughout history so that we
might open our students' eyes
to the harm that intolerance
and hate can cause."

Funded with a grant from the
SPLC's TeachingTolerance pro
gram, the Catholic school set out
to transform its motto, "Stand

Up, Stand Out, Stand Together," @

from six words on a page into a ~

living, breathing call to action ~
for students. 8

Across classrooms and subject
areas, teachersworked together to
help students gain deeper knowl
edge about the crisis in Darfur,
the history of race in Africa and
connections betw~en events
in Africa and genocide and dis
crimination in the United States
and elsewhere. Students read lit
erature as diverse as Things Fall
Apart by Chinua Achebe and To
Kill a Mockingbird by Harper
Lee. They interacted with Chris
Doucot, a Yale divinity student
who has testifiedbefore Congress
about the Darfur crisis. They
discussed their responsibilities
as global citizens to "stand up"
against prejudice and its devas
tating outcomes. And then the
students took action.

They began with a letter
writing campaign, petitioning
their senators, Richard Durbin
and Barack Obama, and U.S.
Rep. Tim Johnson to support
U.S. intervention to stop the
Darfur genocide. They then or
ganized a "Stand Up for Darfur"
5K walk, inviting members of
the community to join them
in a "call to conscience" on be-

half of "at least 200,000 people
[who] have been killed ... [and]
more than 2.5 million [who]
have been displaced from their
communities ... in what is being
called the first genocide of the
21st century." In art classrooms,
students made bookmarks for
walk participants using student
poetry: "Who will remember
the ones that sadly died? The

ones who cried?" In the end,
students raised more than
$1,000 to provide aid to victims
of the Darfur genocide.

The impact of the lesson ex
tended well beyond the money
raised, however. One student,
named Braden, wrote in a reflec
tive essay, "The world is going to
have to work together. But with
a little help, just maybe, we can
help our fellow neighbor."

Schlarman's teachers, mean
while, have made copies oftheir
"Stand Up for Darfur" curricu
lum available to other educators
throughout the state "to encour
age them to follow the same ed
ucational and political course."
They also expressed gratitude
for the SPLC's support. "You
made it possible for our small
Catholic school to afford this
special, meaningful project,"
said school official Janet Picillo.
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Joe Bates is graduating from high school this spring after his mother, Carolyn, got
help for him from the SPLC.

With SPLC's help, youth goes
from non-reader to Astudent

The SPLC is pushing for
reform legislation to create a
better and more cost-effective
juvenile justice system. MYJP
also helped organize the Fourth
Annual Youth Rally in Support
of Education and Juvenile
Justice Reform where 150
children marched on the state
capitol in Jackson on Jan. 21.
SPLC President Richard Cohen
joined the event, sponsored by
the Mississippi Coalition for
the Prevention of Schoolhouse
to Jailhouse, a coalition ofcom
munity organizations that in
cludes MYJP.

"The children swept up in
the juvenile justice system de
serve an opportunity to stay in
their communities with their
families where they can get the
help they need," Atwood said.
"It's an opportunity that can
turn a life around. That's why we
will continue our work with the
courts, the legislature and other
groups to grant that opportunity
to these children."

tion. No attempt was made to
stabilize their moods, and staff
members failed to perform pe
riodic checks to ensure their
safety. One girl was placed in
a cell alone for 14 hours, dur
ing which time she carved the
words "HATE ME" into her
arm so deep that it caused per
manent scarring. One sliced her
wrists with glass, and the other
sliced her wrists on the edge of
her concrete bunk.

Most of the girls at Columbia
could be treated far more ef
fectively - at half the cost - in
community-based programs
that focus on rehabilitation
and mental health treatment.
Last year, according to the
state, Columbia cost the state
$5.8 million per year to house
an average of 47 girls. It has
109 staffers.

moved into community-based
treatment programs designed
to meet the specific needs of
each girl. Oakley is under a
federal court order to improve
conditions.

The SPLC lawsuit described
horrendous abuse at Columbia:
• In an apparent response to un
substantiated allegations that
they planned to escape, five of

the plaintiffs were shackled for
12 hours a day for periods rang
ingfrom eight days to approxi
mately a month. They were
required to eat, attend school,
use the bathroom, participate
in recreational activities and
visit with their families while
wearing shackles around their
ankles. This shackling, which
violated Columbia policies,
caused excruciating pain and
injuries, but their complaints
were not heeded.
• One girl was sexually as
saulted by a male employee
of the facility who kissed and
fondled her against her will
while she was confined in a
segregated area. She reported
the assault but was never in
formed of the results of an in
vestigation and never received
counseling to help her deal
with the trauma.
• Three girls cut themselves
while on s'uicide watch. None
of them received any psycho
logical help during their isola-

Most don't belong in prison
"Most of the girls at Columbia
do not belong in prison at all,"
Atwood said. "Most are there for
very minor, nonviolent offenses.
Many are there simply because
ofso-called 'status offenses' like
truancyor running away. Ripping
them from their families and
lockingthem up onlyencourages
further delinquency."

SPLC President Richard Cohen joins youths supporting juvenile justice reform at a January rally at
the Mississippi Capitol.

SPlC lawsuit
exposed brutality
The SPLC lawsuit,
filed in July 2007,
exposed brutal con
ditions at the pris
on, including the
painful shackling of
girls for weeks at a
time. It also sought
to force the state
to provide mental
health and rehabili
tative services to the girls, many
of whom suffer from emotional
problems or mental illness.

In announcing the decision
to close Columbia, the state's
Department ofHuman Services
(DHS) said Gov. Haley Barbour
and the DHS recognized the
need to provide the best pos
sible care and supervision ofju
veniles placed in state custody
and the need to use taxpayer
funds efficiently. The DHS also
said the state wants to decrease
incarceration of juveniles and
provide quality services for at
risk youth.

The DHS said it will trans
fer the 37 girls at Columbia to
Oakley Training School, the
state's prison for boys. Separate
accommodations will be created
for the girls. The legislature will
be asked to permanently close
Columbia.

Atwood said that while
transferring the girls to Oakley
may be a stopgap measure,
most of the girls should be

Campaign closes notorious
Mississippi girls' prison
The governor of Mississippi has
decided to close the state's noto
rious Columbia Training School
rather than battle the Southern
Poverty Law Center in court
over accusations that nonvio
lent teenage girls confined in the
prison have been physically and
sexually abused.

The decision to close
the prison, announced in
February, is a significant vic
tory for the SPLC's Mississippi
Youth Justice Project, which is
working with state lawmakers
to ensure that troubled youths
get the help they need to be
come productive, law-abiding
citizens.

"We are heartened that
MiSSIssippi is realizing that
harsh punishment for juveniles
who commit minor offenses is
not only ineffective but coun
terproductive," said
BearAtwood, direc
tor of the project.
"We are committed
to working with the
state to build on this
progress and create
a juvenile justice
ystern tbatp ~

the state's mostvul
nerable children."

SEEKING JUSTICE

Mother now helps others
Because she learned so much
about advocacy and education
law while fighting for her son's
rights, Carolyn Bates decided
to open a community disabili
ties center to help other chil
dren with similar needs. The
after-school program serves
about 25 students, offering a
computer lab, tutoring and oth
er learning activities. "When
they come to our center, they
have all failing grades," she
said. "When they leave, they
are on the honor roll."

She credits the SPLC with
turning around Joe's sense of
possibility. "If not for SPLC's
help, my child would not have
reached his full potential, and
he never would have been ad
mitted to any college," she
said.

to provide special accommo
dations designed to improve
his academic performance, in
cluding tutoring in reading and
math; biweekly progress re
ports to his parents; better co
ordination among teachers and
tutors; and vocational training
asnecessary.

Because he was not in special
education classes, his mother
insisted that Joe be placed in
honors classes. "Her logic was
that the best teachers were in
those classes," Bowie said. "To
Selma IHgb .Scbooc.s..cr.edit,.,
they did it, and kept Joe up to
speed."

"My child went from a non
reader to an advanced place
ment student making all As,"
Carolyn Bates said. "Joe's story
shows that a child doesn't have
to stay at the standard he's
prescribed at in elementary
school. If given appropriate
services, he can advance to a
higher standard."

Despite his hours of after
school tutoring, Joe manages to
take part in extracurricular ac
tivities. He's an instructor in his
ROTC class, taking part in drill
team and color guard. For fun,
he is part of a 12-member step
ping group.

'An amazing success story'
"Joe's story is an amazing suc
cess story that highlights the
importance ofthe SPLC's educa
tion work," said CourtneyBowie,
an SPLC education lawyer who
represented the Selma student.
Joe was identified as a learn
ing-disabled student when
he was in the 3 rd grade. His
parents, Carolyn and Harry,
were dumbfounded when he
was suddenly found ineli
gible for special education as
a 6th-grader. The school dis
trict claimed he was cured of
his learning disability, but he
was struggling with emotion
al problems, attention deficit
hyperactivity disorder, severe
asthma and continued learn
ing problems. After asking
that he be retested and going
through an administrative pro
cess several times, they filed
suit in federal court, claiming
that their child's rights under
the federal Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act
were being violated.

After working on the case
for months, Bowie won a set
tlement in August 2005. The
school system refused to ac
knowledge that Joe had special
education needs but it agreed

SELMA, Ala. - Struggling
with asthma and learning dis
abilities that were ignored
by his school, Joe Bates was
years below grade level as he
ended middle school in 2004.
Desperate for help, his moth
er, Carolyn Bates, appeared at
SPLC's doorstep, seeking legal
assistance. The Bates' case
against the Selma City School
Board was pending in federal
court, but their attorney could
no longer practice law. They
had no one to litigate their

~__-..---i!lll'w.suit

SPLC lawyers took their
case, and today Joe is an
A-student senior at Selma High
School who has passed all sec
tions of Alabama's graduation
exam. He has been accepted
at three colleges and plans to
study structural engineering.
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Dick DeRusha &MillieConnie A. &Uenard Brown Emily Gianfortoni Jessica Kaufman Allen Meyer Daniel Saul
Warren to say "thankyou." The Center will send a card to the personDale Brown Hali & Dorothy Giessler Richard L. Kaufman Jessica AMeyer Peter &Sherri Sawaya

Mr. &Mrs. Don Brown Cindy E. Giles Ivan Kazen Tanya &Curtis Meyers Leo Schlosberg Debbie Watters honored or the family of the deceased. Complete this form
Daniel Bruce Kevin M. Gill Laurie Keenan Laura & Lou Meyi Jana Schnell Molly Romaine Watts &

and mail it with your contribution.Derek Buckaloo Mr. &Mrs. Grant Gillian Nancy E. Keenan Amy Mitchell Meza Kathleen Schonmeye< Jay Watts
Jim. Susan & Katie Amanda Gittins Will &Stefanie Keenan Justin Michalman Ann Schwartz Michael &Mari Welke

Bugenstein Todd R. Gloria Bess Ritchey Keene Kelly Miele Hazel Scott Katelyn Wendt
PLEASE PRINTCliff & Dolores Bullard Aileen &Peter Godsick May Kendall Peggy &Gary Miles Andrew & Rebecca Scully Alexis Wereschagin

Mr. &Mrs. Curtis Burden David Goldberg Kerry Kennedy Jane Millen J. B. Scully Celeste West Iam enclosing aspecial gift in the amount of $Carrie Burnette Kimberly AGolden Mick Kennedy Philip Miller Marti &Mike Sekerak John C. Whieldon Family
Barbara Burnick Dustin Goldklang Patty J. Kerl Mr. &Mrs. Thomas Minter Batia & Dennis Eyob Se<rette Thomas W. Whieldon, Jr.

In Memory ofKenneth H. Burrows Lisa Goldman Diane Kemler Jeanette M. Misaka Lynn Seskin Family
Meredith Cabell S. S. Goldman Edwin Kessler Lillie C. Mitchell Mary Jan Seyler Thomas W. Whieldon, Sr.
Renee & Ismael E. Camacho Martin A. Gonzales Aiain L. Kieny Phillip Moldoff Karson Shadley Family In Honor of
Don & Nancie Cameron Talia Gonzalez Amy Kissel Renoda &Christopher Monza Keerick Shadley Frances White
Ethan H. Campbell TImothy Goodall Robert & Patricia Kittrell Leslie Moonves Myrna &Karl Shadley Mr. &Mrs. Darrell Whitfield To celebrate his/her/theirMr. &Mrs. Roy Carater Warren M. Goodwin Lacey Klein Shelby Morrison Nonny &Mark Shadley Bianka &Allen Kolb WigginCarolyn E. Carey Don Gordon Lance Klein Daisy A. Mosner Robert Shapiro JeffWi!esSusan Carlisle Kira Gordon Joel Kleinberg Michele Munde David Sharpe & Patricia

Besse WilliamsBarry &Louise Carpenter Marl< Gordon Catherine Kleinsmith Rachel &Chris Murphy Sharpe
Alyson Wilson SEND ANNOUNCEMENT OF GIFT TO:

Mara Carrara Ron Gottesman Jackie, Leah & Kathryn Ed Myers Jon Shay
Pamela Caryl Rebecca A. Gould Klement George &Arny Myers Jordan O. Shifriss Dorothy &Richard Wilson

NameJames Casagrande Sky B. Grealis Donna & Michael Klepper Mary Nealon Maurice E. Shils Molly Wingate
Andy Case Robert Greenblatt Terry L. Knight Shira K. Neuberger Katharine Shuler HarryWittlin

AddressMr. &Mrs. Bert G. Chalmer Sarah Greenlee John & Linda Knowles Sheila Nevins Priscilla Shute Michael &Janet Wolf
Robert Chamberlin Robyn C. Gregg Jill Koegh Henry S. Newman David Siegmund BiIiWolk
Aquil Charlton Alexis Grenfell Steven & Lindy Koenig Scott Newman Sandra Siegmund Don &Marge Wollman City/State/Zip
Najah Charlton Sean Griffin Claudia Kohner Emily Newton Marianne Signorino Andrea Wong
Amy Charpentier Paul Groner Shinji Komatsu Tracy Nichols Ben Silverman Mr. &Mrs. Aaron Woodfolk
Julie Chen Sidney M. Gunther Nicole Kone Carol A. Nicholson Arlene Simon Mr. &Mrs. Craig Woodfolk INDICATE ON ACKNOWLEDGEMENT THAT GIFT IS BEING MADE BY:Michael Chibidziura Bernie &Jane Guyer Lynn Konnerth Hugh Nobile Betty Simon Anne &Bill Woods
Kathy Christian Veronica Haber Indrani Kowles Joel Nomkin Suzanne Bonamici &Michael Kathleen Woolley Your Name(s)Phyllis Christiano Julie Haberfeld Liz Krueger Judy &John Nowak Simon Joshua Worell
Derek Christopher Barb & Kirk Haenke Esther Labovitz Kim Oelman Juanita Simpkins Angela Wright
Samantha Chu Carol L. Hart & Malik Haig John Lacy Rebecca Okum Katherine &Maurice Mary Ellen &Tom Wuerfels Address
Sally & Richard Cleary Cheryl Hallar Brian K. Landsberg Becky Olivera Simpkins Christopher R. WyndhamJerry Clubb, Jr. Vance Hall B. Preston Lane Carolyn Conte & Dan Na'eem &Tammy Simpkins

Gail C. Bates & Peter Yessne City/State/ZipMr. &Mrs. Jesse Cobbs William Tecosky &Trish Mr. &Mrs. Melvin Lane Ollendorf John M. Sims
Chantel YoungUI D. Cobbs Halloran Peter F. Lanes MauraM.Ooi Gerelean Singletary

Phone (in case of questions)David Cohen Dr. &Mrs. Samuel Halperin Shelley Langlon BarbaraJ. Orr Jackie Sirgo TIkia Yoong
Frank Colantuono Barbara Halpern Clifford B. Lara Dorothy Osheroff Gertrude Sirl<in Mr. & Mrs. Walter Young
Jim, Renee. Tommy &Jake Joyce Hamberg Gary Larson Celeste Owens Susan G. Sisson The Zaleznicks SOUTHERN POVERTY LAW CENTER

Coley Katherine M. Dickson Hamel LaSaine Latimore Estelle Pae David Skeels Rick Zeender
Jenny Collins Connie & Bill Hamilton Lynn &Fon,a Lawther John F. Papandrea Mr. & Mrs. Peter Skinner Robet Zinn P.O, BOX 548 • MONTGOMERY, AL 36101-0548 • (334) 956-8200
Pat Conaway Joan Hamilton Hannah Leckman Lenora Parr Mark Slack Jon Zion
Woody Connette Emily Hansen Claudia Lee Dave &Anne Parton William Slaughter Sara! G. Zitter MBJ0804SRTRB
Madonna Constantine Libby Hansen Mr. &Mrs. Felix Lee Carolyn Chappell &Charles Fred Slocum Jeffrey Zook ............................................................
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Scroll ofRemembrance
The Southern Poverty Law Centerpays tribute to the memory ofdeceased supporters
who included the Center in their wills or otherplannedgifts. The Center gratefully

acknowledges their bequests, receivedfrom February 1, 200~ through February 29, 2008.

Partner extends
supportbynaming
SPLCinwill Vita BarskyAbt Joan K. Gavin Anne L. Olsen

Joan Antonucci Victoria Geisler Connie Osmundson
Daniel B. Rapoport has defined he has been active in helping his Benjamin S. Arnstein Dena Geschwind Jean L. Otero
his life through a commitment community. John W. Backus Harold Goldberg Sarah I. Pearlman
to the arts and social justice. "He believes that ifhe has a Wallace K. Bailey Ruth Goldberg Jannette Powell

His concern that school chance to make a difference or Winifred D. Barnes Claire Gornell Margaret Purvine
children in his home state of ease someone's pain it's his re- Frank A. Bauckman Arthur S. Gray Robert M. Ramp
Michigan might not be exposed sponsibility" to take action, said Barbara G. Berger Ruth H. Greller Maurice P. Reback
to the arts spurred an his wife, Anne. Juli'an Berk Sibyl B. Grucci Matthias F. Reese III

Cl •

effort with schools ~ When he dlS- Edward O. Berkman Mary E. Harvey Burton Reif
that has allowed ~ covered his heart Eric W. Beth Willard Harzoff Claire D. Robson
more than 30,000 (3 medications would Olga Biddiex Lester Hayes Duke A. Rosenberg
students, teachers prevent him from Betsy Blom Virginia Hebbert Terry Rosenberg
and chaperones to donating blood, he Lanelle P. Boyles Edde O. Henderson Irma A. Rosengarten
attend free concerts, learned how to take Geraldine L. Branton Natalie A. Hopkins Don Ross
master classes and a person's blood Sonia Braverman Roberta T. Howard Lois Salpeter
workshops over the pressure. Now he Charles Breitenbach Marion P. Hyman Alfred C. Schroeder
courseof15years. volunteers two Emily Breitenbach Rose Jacobs MeyerRSchweitzer

At 91, his dedi- Daniel B. Rapoport hours every Friday Mae H. Cadwell Pearl E. Jaeger Jane S. Shetterly
cation to the arts to give free blood Marie A. Calderilla Roy P. Jaeger Samuel J. Silverstein
and fighting social injustice has pressure readings. He also Helen Callbeck Rhea G. Kahn Evelyn E. Smith
not waned. An SPLC supporter seryes as a board member for Marvin Chandler George Kapp Mary Ellis Smith
since 1985, Rapoport is one of its Muskegon Save Our Shoreline, Viola B. Christian Maxine B. King Charlotte G. Snyder
Partners for the Future. Partners a grbup dedicated to protect- DorisClee EdmundC.Knill Rosalie Sorkin
are special donors who include ing l\1uskegon Lake and Lake Pauline Colbert Muriel R Last Erna Steinberger
the SPLC in their wills or estate Michigan. An avid photographer, Lucretia Cole Dorothy P. Lavendol Alice Stewart
plans, thereby extending their he has donated signed prints of Virginia Way Cotton Margery Lawrence Laurence E. Strong
support for the SPLC's work his work for charity auctions. Aileen B. Cramer Elizabeth S. Lay Bernard L. Subin
beyond their lifetimes. His late In 1989, Daniel and his late Louise C. Daniels Johanna M. Lederer Rose S. Tani
wife, Shirley, was also a Partner wife, Shirley, provided the fund- Dorothy DeMars Ira W. Levy David Taylor
for the Future. ing to complete a large mural Anne M. Donnelly Sol J. Light George R Thornton

"We have to do what we can started at a local library by the John T. Dunivent Katharine H. Locke Lois F. Timmins Ed.D.
;..--......---t:o-e-limina,te~oeicrHnjusti .....h!,'~'--1oNor-k P"';jee+;s'Admffiis:tNlffim-~-Jm:lttretr1C"1\... 1!:£,,:treluertnee,--.......--.,MirmmrI-:Lukencs,.,---"""'--luVl·1rrri~1 B. Tiscnler --"'--........·l-~--

he said. "It's endless what you in the 1930s. Elizabeth Edelmuth Benjamin Magid Richard C. Trexler
do" at the SPLC. He also serves as co-chair of Cecil H. Edwards Cathryn Mann Louis Valinsky

When Rapoport and his wife, the Social Action Committee Sylvia B. Eisenberg Clyde Marr Majorie Z. Van Arsdale
Anne, attended a speech by at Temple B'Nai Israel and is a Elizabeth Elmer Virginia Alice Martindale Frances A. Velay
SPLC co-founder Morris Dees member of Citizens for Global Kathryn M. Eschenberg David Mayer Arthur C. Warner
10 years ago, it was an inspira- Peace and Justice with his wife. Harland Ferraro Jane A.L. McCarthy Lois E. Watson
tional moment the couple still His wife, Anne, also a Partner William C. Finch Barbara Hart McLean Alice B. Wittsten
cherishes. for the Future, credits her hus- Annette Folkert Alma H. Minton Carol Wolski

"It was our Woodstock mo- band's social conscience to the Dora L. Foster Clifford E. Minton Karen Woolf
ment," she said. "It was just atrocities ofWorld War II. Gerald Freedman Vera Monroe Jean Ann Young
amazing for both of us to finally "Living through World War Dorothy I. Garfein Jane D. Mook Michele L. Zarro
hear Morris Dees speak." II helped shore up his reserve to Arthur D. Gatz Jr. Victor A. Nickerson Madeline R Zeno

The former ceramic engineer ensure something like that never
lives in Muskegon, Mich., where happens again," she said.

LEAVE ALEGACY THROUGH PARTNERS FOR THE FUTURE

YES! I want information about Partners For the Future

Name(s) Date(s) ofbirth: _

Address _

City/State/Zip _

E-mailAddress Telephone _

www.SPLCenter.orgjdonate or e-mail
us at plannedgiving@splcenter.org.

If you have already included the
Center in your will or estate plan,
please contact us so we can update our
records. We want to officiallywelcome
you as a Partner for the Future!

For information about the many
planned giving opportunities avail
able at the Center - with no obliga
tion - please contact our planned
giving department by calling toll-free
1-888-414-7752 or by mailing the form
below. You can also visit us online at

o The Center is already included in my will or estate plans. Please welcome me as a Partner for the Future.

o I'm interested in receiving general information about wills and planned giving.
Please send me information on the following specific planned giving opportunities:

oWills 0 Charitable Gift Annuities 0 Insurance Policies 0 Real Estate

o Living Trusts 0 Charitable Remainder Trusts 0 Retirement Plans 0 Securities

counts or life insurance policies, poten
tiallygaining tax or financial benefits.

Mer planning for the financial se
curityofyour family and loved ones, we
hope you will consider joining Partners
for the Future by making a planned gift
to the Center.

Partners for the Future is a special
group of donors who include the
Center in their estate plans. These sup
porters are helping ensure the Center's
long-term success. Would you consider
joining us?

Thereare severalways tojoinPartners
for the Future. Youmayincludeabequest
to the Southern Poverty Law Center in
your will or livingtrust You mayprovide
for the eventual distribution of assets,
such as those held in retirement fund ac-

Civil Rights Memorial MAIL TO: PARTNERS FOR THE FUTURE SOUTHERN POVERTY LAW CENTER· P.O. BOX 548 •MONTGOMERY AL 36101-0548
MBJ0804SRORC
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SEEKING JUSTICE

Morris Dees discusses lawsuit against Klan

What do you expect
this case to accomplish?
Our first goal is to obtain jus
tice for young Jordan Gruver.
He has been scarred for life by
this trauma. We also would like
to obtain a crushing verdict
that would put the Imperial
Klans of America out of busi
ness. Already the suit has
caused some skinhead fac
tions who had affiliated with
the lKA to disaffiliate. I do not
think-the)' want to be drawn
into lKA's legal fight. The much
larger object of this litigation
is to shine the light of pub
lic opinion on politicians and
media pundits who promote
bias against Latinos and show
the danger of such hate getting
out of hand. There are now 888
hate groups in our country, a
48 percent rise since 2000 that
has been fueled by this anti
immigrant sentiment.

Its emblemis the skull head ofthe
Nazi SS, and its members worship
AdolfHitler.

Where does the IKA base its
operations, and what part does the
Internet play in its effort to reach
young people?
The lKAheadquarters is a IS-acre
compound. Its main recruitment
tool is its website, where upcom
ing music events and rallies are
promoted. The lKA has a forum
for members to exchange views
and an e-mail-based information
network called, appropriately,
the Komment Korner. Edwards
claims an e-mail list ofover10,000
names thathe uses regularly to ex
change informationand condemn
those the lKAtargets.

What part does hate music play in
IKA's effort to attrad violence-prone
skinheads to its movement?
It is very appealing to these skin
heads. The lyrics of these songs
express deeply held beliefs that
capture their imagination and
openly call for violence against
minorities. One song, "No Mercy,"
was listened to by the two lKA
members less than two months
before they assaulted Jordan. It
goes like this: "What about the
Jews? No mercy! What about the
spics? No mercy! What about the
niggers? No mercy! What about
the faggots? No mercy!" Edwards'
son, Steven, manages one ofthose
bands, the Totenkopf Saints.
Watkins, one of Jordan's assail
ants, was a member of the band.

because he is small and slightly
dark-skinned. He is a U.S. citizen,
as are his parents. Crimes against
Latinos have risen as much as 40
percent in some states, driven by
the heated debate about immigra
tion. Hate groups are leadingmany
ofthese assaults.

Does the IKA's joint activities with
neo-Nazi skinheads pose aserious
threat to minorities?
Yes, especiallyLatino immigrants.
When the police arrested the two
menwhobeatJordan, one ofthem
called the youth "an illegal SPIC;'
even as he lay bleeding on the
ground. The lKAhosts an annual
Nordic Fest each Memorial Day
at its compound near Dawson
Springs, Ky. Theyattacked Jordan

Jordan Gruver (left) helps SPLC chief trial counsel Morris Dees plan his lawsuit.

Andrew Watkins, who stands 6-foot-5 and
weighs 330 pounds, was literally twice as big
as Jordan Gruver when he attacked him at a
county fair. Neo-Nazis salute Hitler at Nordic Fest, held on the IKA's compound.

and niggers," as stated in its
official secret handbook. "Yes,"
he said, "and I also hate you."
It is obvious that he also hates
the Southern Poverty Law
Center because his large bald
head sported a large freshly
inked tattoo that read: "F--K
THE S.P.L.C." Imagine the
hate in this man's heart to put
something this disgusting on
his body.

What groups does the IKA
target for violence?
When I deposed the lKA impe
rial wizard, I asked him if "the
IKA hates Muds, spics, kikes

How is the Imperial Klans of America
different from the KKK groups the
SPLC has sued in the past?
As odd as it sounds, historically
most Klans would allow only
"Christians" to be members.
This had little appeal to vio
lence-prone young skinheads.
The lKA changed its member
ship rules in late 2005 to allow
Odinists, National Socialists,
skinheads, Nazis, Defenders,
Confederates and other white
racialists into full lKA mem
bership. This, in conjunction
with its heavy-metal, hate music
Nordic Fest, attracted hundreds
of skinhead members. Now the
lKA is one of the nation's largest
Klan groups, with 16 chapters in
eight states. And, because of its
skinhead components, it is one
of the most dangerous.

Continuedfrom page1
and kicked with steel-toed boots.
One of his attackers is 6-foot-5
and 330 pounds. Gruver weighed
150. He never had a chance. They
cracked his ribs, broke his arm
and busted his jaw.

Hensley and Watkins are
serving three-year prison terms
for the beating. The SPLC filed
a lawsuit against the lKA in July
2007, naming Ron Edwards, the
lKA's founder, and several high
est-ranking members as defen
dants. Edwards and several oth
ers have been deposed, and the
SPLC's legal team is preparing
for trial.

Newboard members
bring expertise to SPLC

Debra Mack, special agent in charge for the Mobile, Ala., region, presents
SPLC President Richard Cohen the FBI Director's Community Leadership
Award. The award, given January 16 at the Civil Rights Memorial Center, is
the FBI's highest civilian honor. The award recognizes the SPLC's role in the
FBI's pursuit of civil rights-era killers who were never brought to justice.

FBI gives SPLC award

Chappell and other forgotten civil
rights martyrs in 2000, and she
participated in the Civil Rights
Memorial Center's dedication

ceremony in 2005.
Other SPLC board

members are Joseph J.
Levin Jr., SPLC found
er and general counsel;
Julian Bond, chairman
of the NAACP; long
time civil rights activist
Patricia Clark; Lloyd
"Vic" Hackley, former
president ofthe North

Carolina Community College
System; Howard Mandell, a for
mer civil rights lawyer now in rab
binical studies; James McElroy, a
lawyer in private practice in San
Diego; and David Wang, a long
time SPLC supporter who is a
retired executive vice president
ofInternational Paper.

to the appointment, she practiced
law in Montgomery, Ala., for 15
years, focusing on family lawinthe
state courts and constitutionalliti
gation in the federal courts.

McPherson was the key
note speaker at the Civil Rights
Memorial re-dedication cer
emony honoring Johnnie Mae

Vanzetta Penn McPherson Marsha Levick

McPhersonwas appointedU.S.
Magistrate Judge for the Middle
DistrictofAlabamain 1992; she re
tired from thebench in 2006. Prior

Marsha Levick andVanzettaPenn
McPherson, lawyerswith longhis
tories of public service, recently
joined the Southern Poverty Law
Center's board ofdirectors.

Levick co-founded the na
tional Juvenile Law Center
(JLC) in 1975 and served as its
first executive director until
1982. In her 3D-year legal career,
she has been a strong advocate
for the rights of juveniles and
women and is a nationally rec
ognized leader in juvenile law. In
1995, Levick became the JLC's
legal director and now man
ages its litigation and appellate
docket.

From 1982 to 1988, Levick
worked for the National
Organization of Women Legal
Defense and Education Fund,
serving first as legal director and
then as executive director.
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