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New book reveals plot to murder Morris Dees
Defendant in SPLC’s upcoming K lan trial suspected

During the late 1990s, a former
biker working undercover for the
FBI infiltrated one of America’s
most dangerous hate groups and
discovered a plot to assassinate
SPLC founder Morris Dees.

Among the suspected con-
spirators was a Klan leader now
in the sights of an SPLC law-
suit — Ron Edwards, the founder
of the Imperial Klans of America
(IKA), a man described by the
FBI informant as a potential
weapons supplier.

The previously undisclosed
plot is recounted in Into the
Devil’s Den, a new book pub-
lished by Ballantine Books
about the two-and-a-half years
that FBI informant Dave Hall
spent as a member of the Aryan
Nations in Ohio.

Hall’s actions likely thwarted
an attack in April 1999 as Dees

the Aryan Nations.

e was preparing for trial against  trusted members.

against Edwards and the IKA
on behalf of a teenage boybeaten
by two of the group’s members
at a county fair in Brandenburg,
Ky. The trial is scheduled for
November.

“Obviously, my family and
I are grateful to Dave Hall and
the FBI for uncovering and stop-
ping this plot,” Dees said. “If not
for Hall’s incredible courage, I
might not be here today.”

Informant gained haters’ trust
A tattooed bear of a man at
6-foot-4 and 350 pounds, Hall
went undercover in 1996 and
quickly rose through the ranks
of the violent white supremacist
organization.

By the time the SPLC sued the
Aryan Nations and its founder,
Richard Butler, in 1999, Hall had
become one of the group’s mos

Dees was well-known to

Dees and the SPLC are now the group as the crusading civil

preparing for a similar trial

rights lawyer from Alabama

whose innovative suits had put
some of the country’s most no-
torious hate groups, including
the White Aryan Resistance and
the United Klans of America, out
of business.

“White supremacist
groups throughout the
country hated Dees, and
privately many expressed
the view that the assassina-
tion of Dees would be the
greatest achievement any
white supremacist could ac-
complish,” Hall writes in the
book, released in April.

In the Aryan Nations suit,
Dees and the SPLC repre-
sented a woman and her son
who had been fired upon and
assaulted by security guards at
the group’s Idaho compound.

The suitwould, as many mem-
bers feared, ultimately cripple
theAryan Nations. And'it would
fuel the assassination plot.

Hall sensed that something
was afoot. Rants against Dees

and the SPLC were as much a
part of this world as the hate-
ful ideology they preached, but
the peculiar behavior of some
members and com-

ments about snipers and bombs
suggested more than the usual
empty threats and boasts.

‘When Hall’s undercover work
tookhim to Edwards’ compound
in Dawson Springs, Ky., after
the Aryan Nations lawsuit was
filed, his suspicions were only

heightened.

During a conversation,
the Klan leader made
his feelings known
when the subject

turned to Dees.

“I'll be glad when
that son of a bitch is
dead,” Edwards is quot-

ed as saying in the book.

The word “when” con-
cerned Hall. '

Prior to that conversa-
tion, Hall had taken a trip
with Edwards and another

man into the countryside
to pick up what appeared to
be pipe bombs — two three-
foot sections of PVC pipe that
were capped on both ends. He
worried the plot was worse than
he imagined, with extremists
Continued on page 8

TEACHING TOLERANCE

Worker-rig

In September, the SPLC’s
Teaching Tolerance program will
unveil a new teaching kit, Viva
la Causa!, that focuses on one of
the seminal events in the march
for human rights — the grape
strike and boycott led by Cesar
Chavez and Dolores Huerta in
the 1960s.

Like all of the SPLC’s Teaching
Tolerance products, it will be
distributed free to classrooms
across the nation.

As part of the kit, a new docu-
mentary film will chronicle how
Chavez, Huerta and their col-
leagues, inspired by Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr., created a mass
movement to improve the lives
of some of the most exploited
people in the country — farm-
workers who labored for meager
wages under appalling condi-
tions in the fields of California.
Chavez and Huerta guided a
non-violent strike for fair wages
that became a movement for so-
cial justice.

In an effort to bring atten-
tion to the movement and show
his dedication to nonviolence,
Chavez starved himself for 25
days in 1968. Thousands of farm-
workers came to see him every
day. Robert Kennedy, the junior
senator from New York, arrived
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to celebrate the end of the fast
with Chavez and show his sup-
port for workers’ rights. Huerta
shared the stage with Kennedy
the night he won California’s
presidential primary. Later that
night, he was shot and killed in a
California hotel.

Dolores Huerta and Cesar Chavez discuss strategy to
win justice for workers.

Kennedy’s support sent a
message to the nation. People
from all walks of life encoun-
tered — and some became — or-
ganizers at grocery stores, asking
shoppers to join in a national
boycott of California grapes so
that those who harvested them
might not live in
dire poverty, subject
to raw exploitation.

Families, rich
and poor, joined in
la causa and heeded
its call. En masse,
they stopped buying
California grapes.
And on a hot sum-
mer day in 1970,
farmworkers won a
hard-fought, histor-
ic victory. On July
29,1970, California’s
growers recognized
the workers’ union
and increased wages
to $1.80 an hour.

The film could
not be timelier.

Today, as in the
1960s, employers
routinely exploit
migrant laborers
and immigrants of
color, underpaying
them and leaving

r

hts struggle depicted in new film

them to toil in often unsafe and
unsanitary work environments.
The nation’s debate over immi-
gration has been polluted by rac-
ism, distortions and propagan-
da. The ranks of hate groups are
swelling with an anti-immigrant
tide, and hate crimes against
Latinos are increasing,

“Viva la Causa! will help
counter this burgeoning anti-
Latino sentiment by sharing one

_of the nation’s great movements

for social justice with millions
of schoolchildren across the
U.S., reminding them that they,
too, can choose respect over
bigotry,” said SPLC President
Richard Cohen.

The film, offered in English
and Spanish, will feature in-
terviews with Chavez’s family
and Dolores Huerta, as well as
farmworker families, students
and others who served as “foot
soldiers,” breathing life into
the movement. It will remind
today’s students that they are
inheritors of la causa, and that
they, too, possess the power to
change the world.

The new film is the sixth pro-
duced by the SPLC’s Teaching
Tolerance project. SPLC plans to
distribute 50,000 copies within
two years of its release.
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A MESSAGE FROM CENTER PRESIDENT RICHARD COHEN

We all have a stake in the future of our country’s children

Save the children.

We’ve heard it so often and
seen the pictures on television.
We think we understand.

But we tend to forget that
it’s not just children in the
Third World who need our
help. Children right in our own
communities are suffering, too.
And although we might not
think about it very often, all of
us have a tremendous stake in
their futures.

Vulnerable children are be-
ing ground down by bureaucratic
forces in overburdened juvenile
justice systems that start themon
alonely path to a life behind bars.

They’re being shoved aside by
schools that have adopted incred-
ibly punitive and counter-pro-
ductive zero-tolerance policies.

They’re being locked up in
harsh, prison-like facilities for
misbehavior that in an earlier
erawould have warranted after-
school detention.

Juvenile detention facili-
ties are like minor-league farm
teams in baseball - they just
keepdeveloping and feeding new
talent into the bigleagues, in this
case adult prisons. Today, across
our country, there are almost
100,000 children in custody.

Relying on mass incarcera-
tion of children is not only cruel
and counterproductive, it’s ex-
tremely costly to taxpayers.

It’s nothing less than a na-

‘tional crisis.

The sad reality is that black
children from poor households
are far more likely than their
white counterparts to enter this
“school-to-prison pipeline.” They
are suspended or expelled from
school at three times the rate of

I am a college student, and I
have been taking a sociology
class where we discuss societal
problems. In our discussions,
the SPLC has been brought up
several times.

As a class requirement,
each student is researching
an organization that they feel
is important. I chose your
center. I have spent the last
several hours reading and dis-
covering the amazing things
your organization has done
for people in our country. I
am glad there are people like
yourselves who take your cho-
sen work seriously.

I cannot express how grate-
ful Iam that this kind of work is
being done. Please continue to
do what you are doing. You all
are making a positive impact.
hope to one day do the same.

L. O.

2 Corvallis, Oregon
Your center is doing a great
job, and I am going to make a

white kids, and they are incarcer-
ated at four times the rate.
When kids are suspended
or jailed, they are less likely to
graduate from high school. It’s
no wonder that fewer than half
of all black males in our country
get their high school diploma.
Nationally, the overall grad-
uation rate is an
abysmal 71 percent.
In most Southern
states, where thereis
more poverty and a
larger population of
African Americans,
it is far worse. In
South Carolina, for
example, just 56
percent of all stu-
dents graduate.

Teachers dropping out, too
Unfortunately, teachers are
dropping out, too, at alarming
rates. Many repori being frus-
trated by chaotic classrooms
and the lack of effective disci-
pline policies.

It’s time to break this cycle.

We're working on this problem
along two tracks — in the juvenile
justice system and in schools.

First, we need to stop putting
so many kids behind bars. The
large institutional facilities that
are supposed to provide rehabil-
itation are really just big prisons
that do little or nothing to lead
children toward a better future.
That’s why we sued the state of
Mississippi to close its notorious
“training school” for girls, where
nonviolent teenagers were being
shackled and routinely abused.
The state has decided to close
the facility rather than defend
the indefensible.

Richard Cohen

We're also pushing states to
replace incarceration with re-
habilitative programs that are
based in a child’s community,
where parents and others can
provide support. This repre-
sents a sea change in juvenile
justice, but the ideais beginning
to take hold.

Ultimately, the
best alternative
to incarceration
is keeping kids in
school in the first
place. That’s where
our front-end strat-
egy comes in.

Many school sys-
tems are not provid-
ing the special ser-
vices that children
with learning disabilities — the
ones most likely to end up be-
hind bars — desperately need.
We’re demanding that they do
so, and litigating when necessary.
This strategy has been quite suc-
cessful, resulting in important
settlements in Louisiana and
Mississippi. We're expanding
this work in the South and are
working with other advocates
to replicate this strategy around
the country.

We're also pushing to replace
the “zero-tolerance” policies
that are now so popular with a
smarter model that will improve
discipline and overall academic
achievement. Zero tolerance
typically results in mandatory
suspension or expulsion for
misbehavior without regard to
circumstances and without ad-
dressing the underlying causes.
All relevant research shows that
these policies do not result in
safer, more orderly classrooms.

MAILBOX

monthly donation to help you
fight the ignorant racist skin-
heads and other hate groups
who are nothing but cowards
and bullies. ... T hope my small
gift will help you in your fight.
D.W.
Sumter, South Carolina

I consider my contributions
a moral and spiritual neces-
sity. SPLC is my top leader in
causes, and until it becomes
absolutely impossible for me
to continue donating, you will
receive my small donation and
know how much I wish it could
be more.
If anyone ever asks me
‘who I have as “heroes,” it will
be Morris Dees and all the
people that assist him in the
fight against hate crimes and
the teaching of tolerance. God
bless you all, and I thank you
for allowing me to be part of
your “peaceable war.”
S.P.
Louisville, Kentucky

I just watched the “SPLC
Trial Update: The Imperial
Klan Case.” I've been a sup-
porter of the SPLC for rough-
ly five years. I commend you
on the DVD [video can be
viewed at www.splcenter.
org]. It’s very effective, and
despite being extremely dis-
turbing, I find myself moved
by your diligent efforts on
behalf of the young boy.
Thanks for making the world
a better place.
G.R.
Astoria, New York

I felt the best way to honor
Dr. King’s life and work was
to donate to an organization
that continued his struggle.
So I sent the SPLC a dona-
tion. Thanks for continuing
to battle hate and the crimes
it breeds. Morris Dees is our
family’s hero. Thank him

for us.

; P. M.
Chesterfield, Missouri

Part of the problem is that
schools give up on kids too
quickly. Many now:simply call
the police when children misbe-
have. This results in thousands
of kids being funneled into the
juvenile justice system for be-
havior that isn’t even criminal.
In Florida, which detains more
kids per capita than any other
state in the South, more than
20,000 students are “referred”
to the juvenile justice gystem by
schools each year. The majority
of them committed non-violent
offenses. They receive little orno
rehabilitative services.

There’s a better way. Through
our School-to-Prison Reform
Project, we’'re working to help
implement a research-based ap-
proach that rewards good behav-
ior and gives educators tools that
can help them actually change
studentbehavior rather than just
punish it. These same tools will
help reduce teacher attrition.

Our nation now spends $65
billion each year to incarcerate
2.3 million people — more than
any other country.

Thisis not the inevitable result
of cracking down on crime. It’s
the result of a series of failed poli-
cies enacted over many years,

We need to find a better way.
We can no longer afford to just
throw up our hands in frustra-
tion and retreat to gated com-
munities. Change must begin
with the way we take care of our
most precious resource — the
next generation.

For, as the author James
Baldwin reminded us, “These
are all our children. We" will
profit by, or pay for, whatever
they become.”

Thank all of you for the work
that you do. It IS hard to stand
up to racial jokes, off-color
remarks about immigrants,
ete. But I have vowed that Twill
NEVER stand quietly by again.
And with all your newsletters,
I now have facts when people
talk about how much immi-
grants cost us or how many “il-
legals are in jail.” My nameis on
the Wall of Tolerance. It is my
legacy to leave my children —
we must stand up to hate.
M.S.
Oshkosh, Wisconsin

I thank Teaching Tolerance
for sending my charter school
so many wonderful, FREE vid-
eos that we have been using to
teach tolerance throughout our
school. These are wonderful
videos, and we have them in a
central location (library) for all
teachers to access. Your work is
wonderful!
B.L.
Chicago, lllinois
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Investigation exposes
anti- Semitic megachurch

Popular televangelist Arnold
Murray, who reaches millions
with his long-running Bible study
program “Shepherd’s Chapel,”
has deep ties to the Christian
Identity movement and preach-
es a subtle variation of its racist,
anti-Semitic theology, an SPLC
investigation has revealed.

The SPLC has obtained
Christian Identity newsletters
from 1978 that were signed by
Murray. In addition, his 1958
minister’s license was signed by
Roy Gillaspie and Kenneth Goff,
two prominent, early ideologues
of Christian Identity.

The SPLC’s findings are de-
tailed in “Secret Identity,” an ex-

posé in the Summer 2008 issue
of the Intelligence Report.

Adherents of
Christian Identity
believe that Jews
are descended from
Satan and that non-
whites are sub-hu-
man “beasts of the
field,” created with-
out souls.

*Millions of peo-
ple listen to Arnold
Murray’s sermons every year,”
said Intelligence Report editor
Mark Potok. “What the vast ma-
jority don’t realize is that his is
a radical-right theology that is
extremely similar to Christian

Arnold Murray

Identity, a belief system that
identifies Jews as the biologi-
~ cal children of Satan.
& Listeners should real-
ize that Murray’s phi-
losophy is obviously
anti-Semitic and that
what he preaches is

SHANLEY

the doctrine of any
mainstream Christian
denomination.”
Christian Identity
has been popular with Klansmen,
neo-Nazis and other white su-
premacists for decades. Goff
was the founder of the Colorado-
based Soldiers of the Cross
Continued on page 4

FIGHTING HATE

SPLC’s hate training provides
safety net for law enforcement

InJune 2007, Stephen Anderson,
a 22-year veteran of the Utah
Department of Corrections,
was transporting racist skin-

were staffing an information
booth there, and once they heard
Allgier's description, they recog-
nized the meanings of the tattoos

‘head Curtis Allgier from jail to  and then later, hisname.

a medical procedure in a near-
by hospital. As Anderson was
switching out Allgier’s hand-
cuffs, the skinhead grabbed the
officer’s gun and fatally shot the
60-year-old father of five in the
head and chest.

Allgier was not unknown to
Utah law enforcement; in fact,
he had been named “Public
Enemy Number One” by the
Salt Lake City Metro Gang
Unit only eight months be-
fore Anderson’s death. What
was most telling about Allgier,
though, was that he literally
had his racist beliefs displayed
across his heavily tattooed face.
Swastikas and the words “skin-
head” and “hatebreed” were
easy tip-offs to his views,

Tattoos reveal beliefs

But a couple of Allgier’s tattoos
were more obscure. “5150,” em-
blazoned under his right eye,
refers to the part of California
law allowing involuntary com-
mitment to a mental hospital of
a person presenting a danger to
himself or others. The image of a
“valknut,” or three intersecting
triangles, that took up most of
Allgier’s left jaw, is an Old Norse
symbol honoring a slain warrior
who is willing to give his life in
battle for the god Odin.

The morning Anderson was
killed, news of his death spread
quickly through the Salt Lake
City convention center, where
the National Sheriffs’ Association
was holding its annual confer-
ence. Representatives of the
SPLC’s Intelligence Project

Curtis Allgier

Allgier’s case is a pointed re-
minder that swastikas and draw-
ings of Adolf Hitler can help law
enforcement officials ascertain
the mindset of people they might
encounter during their jobs, but
the more esoteric symbols like
the valknut might be easily dis-
missed, or even missed altogeth-
er. Yet that type of symbol can be
a crucial indicator of a propen-
sity for violence — something
that might spell the difference
between life and death to the of-
ficer dealing with the wearer.

It’s those indicators — signs
and symbols of the radical right,
histories, backgrounds and threat
potential of extremist groups and
theirleadersand followers — that
form the crux of the training that
the SPLC’s Intelligence Project
provides to law enforcement
across the country.

“Officers need all the infor-
mation and awareness about
these groups they can get, so
they can protect both them-
selves and the community,” said
the Intelligence Project’s chief

investigator, Joe Roy, a former
homicide detective who is one
of the primary trainers for the
department. “It’s a matter of

- officer safety as well as commu-

nity safety.”

The Intelligence Project
provides about 40 training ses-
sions each year throughout the
United States. These sessions,
which range from two to six
hours, have been provided to
thousands of officers.

Because all of the Intelligence
Project trainers are certified
instructors with both the Federal
Law Enforcement Training
Center and California Peace
Officers Standards and Training,
officers who attend the trainings
often receive credits they can
use to fulfill their agencies’ an-
nual requirements. The sessions
are provided at no charge.

extremely far from .

INTELLIGENCE BRIEFS

Aryan Alliance members
charged in mosque attack
NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Three
members of the neo-Nazi
group Aryan Alliance were
indicted by a federal grand
jury in connection with the
* pre-dawn firebombing of a
Tennessee mosque.

Eric Ian Baker, Jonathan
Edward Stone and Michael
Corey Golden were charged
with conspiracy to violate civ-
il rights, destroying a house
of worship, possession of a
destructive device and use of
fire to commit a felony.

Federal officials allege
that on February 9, Baker,
32, spray-painted swastikas
on the walls of the Islamic
Center along with the mes-
sages, “We run the world” and
“White Power.” According to
the indictment, Golden, 23,
and Stone, 19, then broke
a window with a brick and
hurled two Molotov cocktails
through the opening.

No one was injured in the
blaze.

At least two of the three
men are followers of Christian
Identity (see story, this page).
If convicted, the men face up
to 10 years in prison and a
maximum fine of $250,000.
SPLC uncovers racist
cult compound
WESTCLIFFE, Colo. — A
top aide to imprisoned racist
polygamist leader Warren S.
Jeffs has purchased $2 mil-
lion worth of property along
the remote eastern flank of
the rugged Sangre de Cristo
Mountains about 175 miles
southwest of Denver, the
SPLC revealed in May.

Men, women and chil-
dren members of the
Fundamentalist Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-Day
Saints, or FLDS, are occu-
pying at least three of the
properties. Their presence

THEY SAID IT

is causing anxiety among
neighbors and public of-
ficials unsure how to react
to the presence of a white
supremacist sect known to
coerce underage girls into
plural marriages.

“Quite frankly, we don’t
know what to do,” said Custer
County Sheriff Fred Jobe.
“We are definitely aware that
they are here ... but until they
break some laws, there isn’t
much that we can do.”

The FLDS attracted world-
wide attention in April when
Texas authorities raided a
church ranch and removed
462 children.

The SPLC placed the FLDS
on its hate group list in 2005
for its racist beliefs, including
the notion that black people
have been cursed by the devil
and are an inferior race.

Former Klan leader

wins municipal election

LAKE WALES, Fla, — Black
voters are claiming they were
“snookered” into voting for
John Paul Rogers, the former
Florida grand dragon, or state
leader, of the United Klans
of America (UKA), who was
sworn in as Lake Wales city
commissioner May 6.

“We were caught asleep
at the switch on this thing,”
black civic leader Clinton
Horne told The Ledger, a re-
gional daily paper.

Rogers, 66, told Florida law
enforcement investigatorsin
2005 that he joined the Klan
in 1963 or 1964, rising to be-
come the state leader of the
UKA, a post he occupied un-
til 1988. That year, the SPLC
bankrupted the group by win-
ning a $7 million judgment for
the family of Michael Donald,
a19-year-old black man who
was murdered by Klansmen
in 1981. The UKA disbanded
as aresult.

“If I see someone with brown skin and has an accent ... I think they’re illegal.”

— Utah Minuteman spokesman ELI CAWLEY, quoted in a Jan. 21 newspaper account, arguing that the overall
Latino community should be targeted for immigration enforcement efforts.

“Steve Cohen and the JEWS HATE Jesus ... Christians must unite [so] ONLY
one black Christian faces this opponent of Christ.”

— GEORGE BROOKS, a black Murfreesboro, Tenn., pastor, in a widely circulated flier attacking Memphis
Congressman Cohen that was made public Feb. 11.

“When these Katrina so-called refugees were scattered about the country, it

was just a glorified episode of putting out the garbage.”

— Host NEAL BOORTZ, on the Jan. 30 edition of Cox Radio Syndication’s “The Neal Boortz Show,” attacking
victims of Hurricane Katrina and residents of New Orleans, a black-majority cny he described as a "welfare
city ... a city of par351tes and leeches.”

“America has been the best country on earth for black folks. ..We hear the
grievances. Where is the gratitude?”

— MSNBC commentator PATRICK BUCHANAN, in his Jan. 21 Martin Luther King Jr. Day syndicated column,
discussing complaints about slavery and segregation.
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SPLC exposes church

Continued from page 3
Training Institute, a school that
trained Christian Identity lead-
ers, A 1969 Soldiers of the Cross
newsletter penned by Goff de-
scribes black civil rights protest-
ers as seeking “to submerge our
culture and religious heritage
under a flood of cannibalism,
voodooism and beastly jungle
sex orgies.”

Murray is still connected to
Soldiers of the Cross. According
to Arkansas public records, a
corporation by that name is
doing business as Shepherd’s
Chapel in Arkansas, and Murray
is registered as the corpora-
tion’s agent. Murray’s home,
his church property and several
parcels ofland in Gravette, Ark.,
are all listed as the property of
Soldiers of the Cross,

Evil people called *Kenites’
While Murray in his televised
sermons does not explicitly en-
dorse racism or anti-Semitism,
he preaches often about a race of
evil people, descended from Cain,
borne out of “the Serpent Seed”
of Eve’s sexual union with Satan
in the Garden of Eden. He calls
these evil people the “Kenites”
and identifies them as people
“who slipped in among the Jewish
people in Jerusalem and claim to
be God’s chosen people, when in
fact they are of Lucifer.” ~

He also mentions that “in
1967 ... Jerusalem fell to the

TEACHING TOLERANCE

Kenites during the six-day war,”
an apparent reference to Israel’s
victory in the Six-Day War. (In
most Judeo-Christian traditions,
the Kenites are a nomadic clan of
Midianites and a tribe into which
Moses married.) And he calls
the Talmud, a central text of the
Jewish faith, “the filthiest piece
of literature ever written.”

The Serpent Seed is a belief
ripped straight from the pages
of “seedline” or “two-seed”
Christian Identity theology,
which holds that Eve was impreg-
nated by Satan and gave birth to
his son, Cain, described as the first
Jew. By promoting the “Serpent
Seed” doctrine on 225 broadcast
stations, Murray has gone further
than any other Christian Identity
preacher in pushing Christian
Identity teachings into the main-
stream. His weekly program can
be seen in nearly every major and
mid-size US. city.

“Thisis certainly Identity the-
ology, inasmuch as he presents a
two-seedline argument, identi-
fies the [present] inhabitants of

‘Israel with the descendants of

Cain, and calls the mating of the
Serpent with Eve the primal sin,”
says Michael Barkun, a leading
scholar of Christian Identity
and a political science professor
at Syracuse University.

Or, as Murray puts it on his
website: “What about teaching
Serpent Seed? I make no apology
for teaching the word of God.”

SEEKING JUSTICE

‘Bandana Project’ spotlights sexual
exploitation of farmworker women

Residents of more than 50 cities
across the country took a stand
against the sexual harassment
and abuse of farmworker women
on April 3 as part of the “Bandana
Project,” a partnership between
the Southern Poverty Law Center
and community groups, universi-
ties and other organizations.
The SPLC and partners in
those cities invited members of
the farmworker community and
others to decorate bandanas as a

symbolic gesture to raise aware- -

ness of the sexual exploitation of
these vulnerable women. More
than 1,000 white bandanas were
decorated across the country and
in Mexico. They were displayed
inmuseums, community centers
and schools.

The project adopted the ban-
dana as a symbol of solidarity
to end the abuse because many
farmworker women use bandan-
as on the job to cover their faces
and bodies in an attempt to ward
off unwanted sexual attention
that often leads to rape.

The exhibits were launched
on the national day of action
for Sexual Assault Awareness
Month. This year’s theme was
sexual assault in the workplace.
At least 70 displays were held
during the month of April. The
project garnered media atten-
tion across the country.

Until now, the problem has
received little public attention
butis well known to farmworker
women, many of whom remain
silent about sexual exploitation
on the job. William R. Tamayo,
regional attorney for the Equal
Employment Opportunity
Commission in San Francisco,
wrote in a 2000 report that
“the sexual harassment of
farmworker women is a wide-
spread problem.” In an earlier
survey of farmworker women

VZNV33ds1

Colorful hand-painted hankerchiefs
convey messages about the sexual
exploitation of farmworker women.

in California, 90 percent of the
women questioned said that
sexual harassment was a major
problem on the job.

“Often in these precarious
situations, farmworker women
are ashamed for themselves

and their families and afraid of
losing their jobs,” said Monica
Ramirez, project director for
Esperanza: The Immigrant
Women’s Legal Initiative of the
SPLC. “Through this project,
we try to bring a sense of hope,
confidence and the will to be
brave. It is our wish that these
women will see our encourage-
ment as asign that they no lon-
ger have to suffer in silence.”

Ramirez said she was pleased
with the response to the project,
which required the ordering for
more bandanas to meet the de-
mand from the groups partici-
pating in the campaign.

“Advocates have told me that
they want to continue decorat-
ing bandanas with farmworker
community leaders throughout
the year because they believe
that this project has challenged
the oppressive taboos that keep
people from talking about this
problem,” she said. “They say
the Bandana Project has helped
community members feel that
they can more comfortably dis-
cuss the issue.”

The SPLC also took the
message to Congress. Mary
Bauer, director of the SPLC’s
Immigrant Justice Project,
raised the iSsue when she ap-
peared before Congress twice
in April.

Actor promotes SPLC films through stories and song

Nick LaTour stood at the front
of the school cafeteria as stu-
dents filled the room.

With a walking stickin hand,
he strolled toward a micro-
phone, but his deep, booming
voice was already filling the
room as he sang. :

“I've been travelin’ down
this road a long time,” he
sang. “Sometimes walkin’.
Sometime’s ridin’. Always car-
ryin’a heavyload. Yes, I've been
travelin® down this road ~
along time.”

This time, LaTour's &
travels brought him to

- theschool bearing his fa-
ther’s name: E.D. Nixon
Elementary School
in Montgomery, Ala.,
where a street named
for the famed civil rights
leader crosses the front
of the school.

LaTour, 79, wvis-
its schools across the
country to teach chil-
dren about his father’s
accomplishments and
the movement and to
perform a song or two.
LaTour, whose given
name is E.D. Nixon Jr.,

DAVE MARTIN

is arenowned entertainer who
has appeared in sitcoms such
as “Seinfeld,” “Married with
Children” and “The Jamie Foxx
Show.” He has appeared in sev-
eral movies and on Broadway.
Healso narrates the Teaching
Tolerance films Mighty Times:
The Legacy of Rosa Parks and
Mighty Times: The Children’s
March. He said his work at
schools has become entwined
with these award-winning films

Nick LaTour's stories educate and entertain elementary
children in schools across the country.

that chronicle key events in the
civil rights movement.

“Everywhere I goin schools,
they’ll show Mighty Times,” he
said before he spoke to the stu--
dents as part of Black History
Month. “Most of my school ap-
pearances now are tied in with
the Mighty Times.”

During his presentation,
LaTour described life in the
segregated South. He explained
what that meant for shoppers
along Montgomery’s
Dexter Avenue,
which is steeped in
civil rights history.

Blacks couldn’t

try on clothes
“Everything was on
Dexter Avenue, and
black people couldn’t
go there and try on
clothes,” he told the
group of 4th, 5th
and 6th graders, who
appeared to be pre-
dominately, if not
‘entirely, black.

He described
segregated buses
and the tests that
blacks had to take

to register to vote. And he
told them about his father’s
visits to Chicago and New
York where he saw blacks and

‘whites together.

“He didn’t want to move to
Chicago or New York,” LaTour
said. “He wanted to make
changes here in Montgomery.”

And it was his father’s desire
to bring change to Montgomery
that defined the elder Nixon’s
life. Among other things,
Nixon played a key role in or-
ganizing 750 people to march
on the Montgomery County
Courthouse in an attempt to
register people to vote. He also
helped bail Rosa Parks out ofjail
after she refused to give up her
busseat toawhite man, sparking
the Montgomery bus boycott.

His actions were not only
met by resistance in the white
community but also by blacks
who accepted segregation as
just part of life in the South,
LaTour said.

“Mydad said, ‘No, no. Things
have got to change,” he said.

LaTour quizzed the students
on civil rights history, giving
prizes to students who answered
correctly. A boy who correctly

answered that Nixon was born
in Montgomery won a copy of
the Mighty Times video.

Although his presentations
serve as a living history lesson,
they are also an opportunity to
keep his father’s memory alive,
said LaTour, who has even given
his presentation over the tele-
phone when he couldn’t appear
before a class in person.

During this presentation, he
also stressed the importance of
ambition and setting goals.

“My father was never satis-
fied with being poor. He made
up his mind, although he only
had a 8rd grade education, that
he was going to make the best
that he could out ofhis life. And
that's what he did,” said LaTour,
who founded the E.D. Nixon
Foundation that helps schools
pay for after-school programs
and other needs.

As he wrapped up his pre-
sentation, Principal Regina
Thompson reminded the stu-
dents of the debt they have to pi-
oneers such as LaTour’s father.

“You have alotof people that
have paved the way for you,”
she said, “We want to continue
to make (E.D. Nixon) proud.”
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SP1.C suit wins class action status

A federal court in Columbia,
Tenn., has granted class action
status to a lawsuit the SPLC
helped bring against an Arkansas
forestry company accused of
cheating foreign guestworkers
out of wages.

The March 28 ruling means
the case against Superior
Forestry Service can be litigated
on behalf of about 3,000 guest-
workers believed to be among
the employees victimized by
the company. Without the class
certification, the lawsuit would
benefit only the workers named
as plaintiffs in the case.

The lawsuit alleges the com-
pany took advantage of the work-
ers and systematically cheated
them out of wages. The work-
ers, who were from Mexico and

LiSA NIPP

Central America, legally entered
the country on H-2B guestwork-
er visas to plant tree seedlings
for the company.

“Justice for thousands'
“This ruling allows us to get jus-
tice for the thousands of work-
ers who came to this country
simply looking for the oppor-
tunity to better themselves but
were taken advantage of by this
company,” said Mary Bauer, di-
rector of the SPLC’s Immigrant
Justice Project. “It’s also awarn-
ing to other companies who
think they can take advantage
of guestworkers because of their
vulnerability.”

U.S. District Judge William J.
Haynes Jr.also ruled that the stat-
ute of limitations in the case will

Congress hears from SPLC client

Georgia high school student Marie Justeen Mancha, a U.S. citizen, testifies before the House Subcommittee on Immigra-
tion, Citizenship, Refugees, Border Security and International Law about a botched immigration raid at her home in the
fall of 2006. Mancha and her mother, also a citizen, are plaintiffs in a SPLC lawsuit against the federal Immigration and
Customs Enforcement (ICE). The lawsuit charges that ICE agents illegally detained, searched and harassed Latinos solely
because of their appearance — a violation of their Fourth and Fifth Amendment rights — during an extensive campaign to
drive them out of the area.

SEEKING JUSTICE

be six years, not the three years
sought by Superior, which would
have limited the number of guest-
workers able to join the lawsuit.

“These abuses show the
Department of Labor is not pro-
tecting workers from bad em-
ployers,” said Marni Willenson,
an attorney at Farmworker
Justice in Washington, D.C.,
who also represents workers in
the case. “We are glad the court
certified a case that illustrates
the broad problems in guest-
worker programs.”

Also serving as legal coun-
sel in the case are the Virginia
Justice Center for Farm and
Immigrant Workers as well as
the law firms of Hughes, Socol,
Piers, Resnick and Dum, and
Bell, Tennent and Frogge.

SPL.C launches campaign to reduce
Mississippi’s school dropout rate

JACKSON, Miss. — Parents in
Walthall County, Miss., were
concerned about their commu-
nity’s schools and wanted to do
something.

Ineffective discipline policies

across the state were pushing

both students and teachers out
of schools, giving Mississippi one
of the lowest graduation rates in
the nation. Walthall County was
no different.

But starting a grassroots
movement to turn it around was
adaunting task. That's where the
Southern Poverty Law Center
camein.

The SPLC’s Mississippi Youth
Justice Project helped foster a
community movement to im-
prove Walthall County’s schools
by hosting a meeting that offered

information about community
organizing and effective disci-
pline policies.

The meeting was part of a
statewide effort by the SPLC
aimed at improving Mississippi
public schools and turning
around the state’s alarming stu-
dent and teacher dropout rates.
The campaign kicked off in
April with the release of a brief-
ing book, Effective Discipline
for Student Success: Reducing
Student and Teacher Dropout
Rates in Mississippi.

The book promotes a re-
search-based approach to dis-
cipline that also improves aca-
demic performance and school
safety. Its principles can be ap-
plied to schools everywhere.
The book is being distributed to

all of Mississippi’s 152 school su-
perintendents as well as legisla-
tors, state and local school board
members and every principal.

MYJP is hosting commu-
nity meetings, such as the one
in Walthall County, across
Mississippi to bring together
parents, educators and legisla-
tors to forge solutions.

“Our public schools should be
citadels of learning, but they are
instead becoming dropout facto-
ries,” said MYJP Director Bear
Atwood. “If we don’t reverse this
trend soon, it will take a devas-
tating toll.”

The Walthall County meeting
is already producing results. Itled
parents and others to form “The
CASE for Walthall County.” CASE

Continued on page 8

CONTRIBUTED

Students participating in a Teaching Tolerance-funded grant color in each U.S, state
as its primary returns are counted.

TEACHING TOLERANCE

Grant engages students
in civic involvement

KIRKWOOD, Mo. — When

- Missouri voters went to the polls

for the Super Tuesday presiden-
tial primary this past February,
students at Keysor Elementary
School also cast their ballots for
president as part of a Teaching
Tolerance grant.

The mock election was part
of a school-wide civics project to
teach students about the politi-
cal process — from researching
candidates to casting a ballot.
A 5th-grade student civil rights
team created by the Teaching
Tolerance grant played akeyrole
in the project. The team has pro-
moted tolerance and better stu-
dent relations at Keysor, located
about 17 miles southwest of St.
Louis, but it has also focused on
civies.

Important to be informed

about elections

“I knew it was important for our
students to understand the im-
portance of the election as well
as the enormous responsibility,
not just to vote, but to be in-
formed,” said Florence Borman,
the Keysor teacher who applied
for the grant. “Informed not
only regarding the process, but
informed about the candidates
aswell.”

Students who were members
of the Keysor civil rights team
researched the candidates and
wrote biographies that were
made available to the rest of the
school. The biographies focused
on issues such as the economy,
education, health care and the
war in Iraq. Five students por-
trayed the candidates and made
commercials that were broad-
cast during the school’s daily
video announcements.

The campaigning preceded
the 5th-graders’ own caucus, an
event that required the students:
to research and understand a
political process that even some
television news anchors had dif-
ficulty explaining to viewers.

The students also got to see
how the primary system works

by holding a mock election on
Super Tuesday with the civjl
rights team supervising the
voting. The election followed a
political rally in the gym where
students portrayed the candi-
dates and gave speeches to the
student body. The principal
also encouraged the students
to have a discussion with their
parents about their choice for
president.

During the mock election,
the students were asked exit
poll questions. Although many
knew how their parents planned
to vote, they often voted for a dif-
ferent candidate. When asked
what affected their decision,
many said hearing the “candi-
dates” speak at the rally helped
them to decide.

“I really didn’t know much
about voting before we did our
primary,” said Andrew, a Keysor
student. “But I learned how to
vote and research candidates.”

The project also provided
an opportunity to discuss civil
rights issues related to voting,
such as voter ID requirements.
During a classroom discussion,
students recognized that it may
help reduce voter fraud, but ac-
knowledged that entire groups
of people — the elderly, poor,
disabled and homeless — may be
prevented from voting because
they might have a more difficult
time getting an ID. X

“Keysor Decision’08 hasbeen
agrowth experience for kids and
grownups alike,” Borman said.

Since the Teaching Tolerance
grant was awarded to Keysor
for the civil rights team, it has
fostered a variety of ongoing
projects that have taught stu-
dents about tolerance, their
own biases and how they can
provide the leadership needed
to make every Keysor student
feel respected and accepted at
the school.

Borman has since transferred
to a local middle school where
she is continuing to use the
Teaching Tolerance program.



6 SUMMER 2008 SPLC REPORT
TRIBUTE GIFTS RECEIVED BY THE CENTER FROM FEBRUARY 2008 THROUGH MAY 2008
In honor of In memory of
Rudy Acosta Darlene Bunton Barbara Garrett William ligen Savannah McCree | Vicky Ridgeway Joel P. Abrahams, | Irving Fisher Peter Laudert, Sr. | Norman Rotter
Janet K. Adachi Deborah Burke Gary Garrison Gail Inaba Bea Melvin Sarah Robinson Ph.D. Esther Fogel Vita Lee " | Mr. Ruckhaus
Jay Allen Tim Burke Leo Geffner Lisa S, Irgang Abel J. Merrill Maria V. Romero William H. Adkins, Il | Ruth Fok Mary E. Leidigh Sarah R. Rudnikoff
William M. Andrews | David H. Burns Pat Gerkin Carolyn Johnson Sandy & Jill Irving Rosen Renato M. Aguilos | John Forester Alex Leland Garrett Russell
Manny & Nilakshi | Kenneth H. Burrows | Gene Gettelman, Margaret S. lones Merriweather Ted Rosenbaum Chester H. Akamine | Samuel Frankel Martin Levin's Mike Salinas
Antillion Mary Cann M.D. Kathy Jordan Diana L. Ranson & | Gerald Rosenberg Blane Anderson Bebe Freeman Mother Gerry Sallis
Michael Aschoff Mary Ellen Canniff | The Gilman Family | Mary Jordan R.Baxter Miller | Rachel M. Louis Anderson Marvin Freeman James F. Levy Cornelius Sanders
Leroy Ashby Mr. & Mrs. Frank Abby Ginzberg William L. Dougfas, Ir.| Bernetta Miller-Shaw | Rosenberg Vivian Anderson | Edward Fromson | Frances E. Libby William Sapsis
Ruth Atkin Carelli Carmen Glaser Eleanor Katzman Sue Miller Joe Roy Albertis M., Leonard Frumkin Mel Lichtig " |Bob Sassnet
Gil Bachmann Bruce C. Carr Harvey Glass George Katzman | Gregory Moller Mark Rucker Armstrong, Sr. | Gloria Gaither-Coles | Ruth Lifton Al Schwartz
Jeremy K. Bailer Sylvia Carter Irene Godinez Alvan Kaunfer Nadine Monchecourt | joel Rudof Benjamin Amstein | Adam W. Gametti | Miriam Lippman David Scobey
Lisa Baird Michael A. Chozen | Johanna Goldfeld | Dana Kearney Sarah Munson Genevieve Russell Richard Ashbrook | Anita 0. Gilman Bessie C. Loewe Anidrew N Saars
Georgette Ballance | June Christensen - | Barry & Debra Edward M. Kennedy | Winifred W. Neisser | Estelle Saltzman Miriam Barmes Janell Glance Don M. Lucas Ruth Segal
Avery Ballato Joyce Clemons Goldman-Hall Stetson Kennedy | Jim Nickolaisen Ebin Sandler Rosa G. Basurto Jordan Glassman's | Teresa “Teddy" Charlotte Sell
Deena Barlev Caleb J Cohen_ Morton Goldsmith | Susan Key Marfann? Nothem Carlos J. Sandoval Robert L. Beech Wife Lyons Alfred Shafran
Naomi Baron Joan Kidd Collins | Priscella Greeley | Thoralene King David Millon & Hal Schectman Irving Beiley David & Bertha Joseph Manjarrez | Berel Shinbane
Mr. & Mrs. lvan David Cutler Seema Gandhl & | Bobbie M. Knable Pat O'Bryan Audrey Sevin Jeore Beerisan Goldstein Glass | Label Masters Sarali Shutrifie
Basch George Davidsohn Ryan Grimm _ James Kohler Christopher Panetta | nina schichor & Josh | M. Berman Rochelle Goodman | AnnMcCormick Trudi Silvers
Herbert & Selma Jeniece B, Davis Liz Groskind Barbara Kohm Elsie C. Paolini Shakin Hodge Blackwell | Bill Goodwin feaNaGen S e
Baumgard Johnie Davis Jordan Gruver The Kresch Family | Bret Parker Josh Shapiro David G. Bloch Warren B. Goodwin | Mildred McGurty Ruth } Sn;tack
Jehanne Beaton - | George DeCenzo | Carol L. Hart & Malk | Esther Labovtz | AdlindaPrice Parr. | g5 & steve Sheftel - | Soptia Bumenfeld | JamieR. Graham | Lucile &Maty | pavid. S
Ivy Beckley Elizabeth Deutsch Haig Claudia Ladensohn | Lenora Parr Robért H. Shutan George 5. Boardley | Elizabeth Gray Medwick & m. PP
Forrest Benjamin | Leslie Deutsch Therese Harnett Elissa Laitin-Favreau | Paul Obis & Vicky |, - Siegel John L. Boardley | Leonore Gray Betty Mendler s 4 s:.irs] ik
Helen Berman Mara Dowdall Timothy C. Hartnett | The Leeds Family Pearlman Marityn Silvernan Ernest . Bogle Larry Greatman Elizabeth J. Mendler JusanG : W
William R. Berry | Jeanne Dreifus SylviaHenderson | Lajuana Leipziger | Andres Perezy Michael Silvestri Do Bmer | Kelly Gioen Pamiela Middleton $?“A ‘S:;“:_at
Leo W. Blavin | Jed Dreifus Owen F. Herring Hy Levenback Mena, Ed.D. Delores Sriley Paul Bonart Pl Green Robert Mishell S;‘ c:'or.n S Sgta:?no
Bernard & Mickey | Jason Dunn Hermine Herzfeld | Debbie Levitt Lynn Pete.r son Ben Smith Mr. Bousal Bradley & Dee Alexander Mitchel A
Bliden Robert F. Dunn Rachel Heuman Jean Lieblich Nancy Phillips Dan Smith David Bousel Greene M. Frederick Sonja & Sol Stark
Mr. & Mrs. Ken Blow | Mark Edelstein Abigail Hinchcliff | Landon Lindsay Dr. & Mrs. Murray Elizabeth M. Smith | Roslyn Bralow Fiod Greer Mitchell Anna L. Steenburgen
Benygivin Bodelt” S{aey Shicibeck ot | Joseph ): ity SRSV BlarietieiCitong: ) PR Rl Gllar e | Ao Bedkinon | RiHLGrekE Bl UaesMhorazs o
Arlene Bod.ge Fran & Pat Federico Hele.n HoItz. James J. Lopes Ber_t Plath o Gwendaljm Biown | im Grim Dorothy S, Mol Cyrell jtoiar
. NECEL - comestES A S DI Chierylyhn Christophes o Florence Snell Susan A. Brown Amold E. Grisman | Bob Morrison Rola'n g
B el e N e e S [ ok Eoiy Beverly Harding | WilrdS Mott. |02 oubes
EarolBorom Marjoiie Florestal.—| Marilys Holtzman, .| Wendell.C- Maddrey-| Project Equality,Inc. L= = > " : i o Mary Tanzman
David Bousel Elizabeth Tim Hopper e oyl e s N Lo i Samuel Tarnoff
y : Wendy A. Somerville | William ). Cain Gloria J. Haring Ben A. & Esther R. X
Zack Braff Flynnperrault Mark Howell Rob Maguire Lynn Rawlins _ A. B. & Georgia
i : - Claire W. Soule Hugh Cardon Charlotte Harvey Neffson
LEHad Srocks S i N 0% Ty Hishen MichadlSobmons s | BukecRevess Bt o onitiniek: | MilaCalan. | Rickord Hovion =~ | Blrmboibiiony | nomas
Thos L. Brudenell Friedlander Richard G, Hunegs | Laura Mallen Wendy 5. Rhodes i mn | B SR I g o Sam Thomas
Helen Bucior Pelagia & Nicacio | Rachael A. McKim Marriott | Jean W. & Milt o ta. gl A e P T Susan G. Trujillo
Zippy Buddy Garcia Hungerford Joel McCray Richlin ST ekee Lee Carpe eqrihil e Allegra W. Turner
Lauren Stevens George Carr, Il Theodore D.Horner | Nicholson :
............................................................................. Betty Stewart Joseoh E. Carr George Horwich Oscar & Gertrude Robe;t' Turner
M AKE A TRIBUTE G "'T Marisa & Ricardo Patricia Carter Bernard Huesman Nimetz N‘JE::L(: ;:130.
' Fortunati Suarez John B. Chambers | Daniel Jacoby Martin Ochs :
The Center accepts gifts in memory of someone who has died or in Sean A. Talley Morris B. Chapman | Alice & Irving Jaffe | Roger A, O'Neill Lot Van Epps :
honor of a special occasion such as a birthday, anniversary or gradu- Rudolf Tauscher Mrs. James Mordecai Jaffe Henry Padilla et Wl
ation. Donors may also give a gift just to say “thank you.” The Center Charlene Taylor Churgin's Sister | SusanE. Jaslow | Edith Parker ry e
will send a card to the person honored or the family of the deceased. The School OF Arts & | Frank J. Cimeno, Sr. | Robert U. Johnson | Elizabeth Parkhurst | /2mes Watson
Complete this form and mail it with your contribution. Sciences Teachers | Phyllis L. Clemenko | Tom Johnson Joyce R. Peek Lcy Weaver
ks ehaa Team MandarinNYC | Gussie L. Critchield | Joan L. Jones Tim Peeler Jerome S. Weiman
FLEASE PRINT: Judy Anderson Rodney A. John F. Jones Herman A, Pitter | 0ary Weinger
| am enclosing a special gift in the amount of $ Tolbert Culbertson Sally 0. Jones Sam € Pointér Abe Weisbrodt
In Memory of Jean Tosh Harley Davidsohn | Sharon Jordan James Politis eima B }Neise!
David P. Tucker Betty J. Davis Jay P.Kane Edward Polowczyk Anna Weiss
InHonor'of Betty Tuggle Jennie Davis Helene Kansas Jane Porcino Betty Weiss
To celebrate his/her/their Donna J. Underwood | Scott H. Davis Samual M. Kaplan | Ann Portes Abe Weissbrodt
Denise Upson James de AlbertaKateiva | Francine B. Quesada | Donald A. White,
SEND ANNOUNCEMENT OF GIFT TO: David Vigliotta Montmollin Irwin L. Katz Seymour Rattner MD.
_ ' Jeff Vigliotta Sanford Froy Dernis | Jerry Kaufman Tedodore G. Rauch | June Wiest
WName Mary H. & Tom Michael A. Mary JaneKelly | Justin Ravitz Fay Willis
Address Wallace Dickinson, Edwin B. Keyt VirginiaM. Recor | Edna Wilson
City/State/Zip . - Joy Warfield Jonah M. Dreskin | Bunny King Doris W. Reichman | Edwin Wilson
Nancy Warshow Herman Edelberg | Martin King M. Jackie Reilly Joseph &Bella R.
INDICATE ON ACKNOWLEDGEMENT THAT GIFT IS BEING MADE BY: Cynthia Weintraub | Jocelyn Edelston | George Kirk's Father | Charles Reisman Winnegrad
James Weitzner Roger Edinger Ray Klein Shirley Rhoades Myra B. Wolf
Your Name(s) Gary Whizin Eugene L. Eliasoph | Elaine Kleinbaum | Rita Leslie D. Woodcock
Address Sally Wilfert Glenn England Kenneth Kliese, M.D. | Robert Rivkind Charles H. Yarnes
City/State/Zip - ﬂﬁany.Williams Edith Epstein Katherine L. Koonce | Emerson Robertson | Sybil Yerman
Joel Winett Sylvia Erber William Koven Lynn Rollins Alexandra Young
Phone (in case of questions) Marcellene S. James L. Fallon Rebe Krigelman Samuel Rosenblatt | Rose Zalinsky's
Winfrey Sanford Feldman Joseph Kuber Harriet Rosenfeld Father
SOUTHERN POVERTY LAW CENTER Julia Young Marian & Anidrew | Estelle Labiner | Richard Rosenfield | Sandra Zelman
P.O. BOX 548 = MONTGOMERY, AL 36101-0548 = (334) 956-‘82_00 Elizabeth Zale Fielding Mary E. Larzelere | Allen Rosenston Clifford Zirkel
B e L et o ST T e o A S S DR TS 4 NESPOERE .0 | The Zeveloff Family | Harvey F. Fireside | Irving Laskey Bernard Rothman | Leo Zuckerman




SPLC REPORT

SUMMER 2008

7

Partner extends support
by naming SPLC in will

Whether she was promoting
nutritious meals for schoolchil-
dren or protecting the rights of
the farmworkers producing the
food, lawyer Suzanne Vaupel
dedicated her life to helping
those without a voice.

Astrongbelieverin the right of
everyone to be treated with dig-
nity and respect, the Sacramento
attorney championed a host of
agricultural causes aimed at im-
proving people’s lives. That work
would take her to Congress and
across the globe.

“She was a tireless caregiver
and passionate advocate,” said
Tom Mullins, her
husband of 21 years.

Vaupel died of
cancer on Jan. 22,
2003. She was 55.

A supporter of the
Southern Poverty
Law Center since
1987, she included
the SPLC in her
will to ensure the
Center’s work continuies beyond
herlifetime. Donors who include
the SPLC in their wills or estate
plans are known as Partners for
the Future.

“She always admired the
Center’s tenacity and diligence
in taking on the power elite on
behalf of the most disenfran-
chised in our country,” Mullins
said. “She was a great admirer of
[SPLC founder] Morris Dees.”

He said Vaupel would be
pleased to know that her dona-
tion helped support the work of
the SPLC’s Immigrant Justice
Project, a program that fights
for farmworker rights.

“I know it would call to Su-
zanne’s heart, her conscience and
her own life’s mission,” he said.

-

Suzanne Vaupel

Vaupel worked as an advocate
for nutrition and breakfast pro-
grams in schools, an effort that
led to her congressional testi-
mony on the subjectin 1972. She
served as staff counsel for the
California Agricultural Labor
Relations Board, which pro-
tects the rights of farmworkers.
Vaupel later founded a law prac-
tice and focused on internation-
al trade and organic agriculture
issues.

She also served as vice presi-
dent of the International Fed-
eration of Organic Agriculture
Movements, a group that pro-
motes the under-
standing and ac-
ceptance of organic
& foods and sustain-

able agriculture.
Her duties took her
across the world.
“It was a perfect
melding of herinter-
ests,” Mullins said.
Vaupel’s dedica-
tion to her causes sometimes
meant returning to the class-
room to acquire new skills.

She didn’t let it deter her.

As a school nutrition advo-
cate, she realized that she might
be more effective with a law de-

_ gree, That realization led to her
becoming a lawyer.

"~ As she became more involved

.in agricultural issues, Vaupel
discovered she needed to learn
more about agricultural eco-
nomics. That led to her earning
a master’s degree in the subject.

“She was really a citizen of
the world,” Mullins said. “And it
just went against her grain that
people would be treated differ-
ently because of their ethnicity
or their background.”
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LEAVE A LEGACY THROUGH PARTNERS FOR THE FUTURE

Partners for the Future is a special
group of donors who include the Center
in their estate plans. These supporters
are helping ensure the Center’s long-
term success. Would you consider join-
ing us?

There are several ways to join Partners
for the Future. You may include a bequest
to the Southern Poverty Law Centerin
your will or living trust. You may provide ~ :
for the eventual distribution of assets, such
as those held inretirement fund accounts

orlife insurance policies, potentially gain-
ing tax or financial benefits.

After planning for the financial se-
curity of your family and loved ones, we
hope you will consider joining Partners
for the Future by making a planned gift
to the Center.

For information about the many
planned giving opportunities avail-
able at the Center —with no obligation
— please contact our planned giving
department by calling toll-free 1-888-
414-7752 or by mailing the form below.
You can also visit us online at www.

SPLCenter.org/donate or e-mail us at
plannedgiving@splcenter.org.

If you have already included the
Center in your will or estate plan,
please contact us so we can update our
records. We want to officially welcome
you as a Partner for the Future!

YES! I want information aboﬁt Partners For the Future

] The Center is already included in my will or estate plans. Please welcome me as a Partner for the Future.

[0 I'm interested in receiving general information about wills and planned giving.
Please send me information on the following specific planned giving opportunities:

COWills [ Charitable Gift Annuities (Insurance Policies [1Real Estate
CJLiving Trusts []Charitable Remainder Trusts []Retirement Plans []Securities

Name(s) Date(é) of birth:
:  Address
. City/State/Zip
E-mail Address Telephone

MAIL TO: PARTNERS FOR THE FUTURE SOUTHERN POVERTY LAW CENTER - P.0. BOX 548 - MONTGOMERY AL 36101-0548
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Book reveals plot to murder Dees

Continued from page 1
potentially targeting both Dees
and the SPLC headquarters in
Montgomery, Ala.

One night while Hall stayed
at Edwards’ compound, the Klan
leader and another man burst
into the guard shack where he
was sleeping.

“I could see they were both
very drunk, and Ron was holding
a pump shotgun in o®e hand and
aBible in the other. Iwondered if
I might be having another night-
mare. ... Here l had an extremely
intoxicated lunatic with aloaded
shotgun hinting that I was anin-
formant,” he writes.

The Klan leader asked Hall
what he thought about Judas’
betrayal of Jesus. He gave a re-

sponse that satisfied Edwards, -

defusing the situation.

Hall’s quick thinking prob-
ably saved his life several times
and helped him win the trust
of several dangerous white
supremacists, including Ohio
Aryan Nations leader Harold
Ray Redfeairn, a man who shot
a police officer multiple times
in1979.

Hall’s trusted position with
Redfeairn eventually took him to
the Aryan Nations” Idaho com-
pound where he met Richard
Butler, the group’s founder, and
other key figures.

As Hall's mission wore on, he
suffered panic attacks and needed

Xanax and alcohol to steady his
nerves, Yet he felt a duty to fulfill
the commitment he made to the
FBI. He diligently relayed each
piece of information he uncov-
ered to FBI agent Tym Burkey,
who co-wrote the book with Hall
and writer Katherine Ramsland.

Eventually, Hall produced
enough information for authori-
ties to arrest the would-be assas-
sin the day before he planned to
board a bus headed south. He
was arrested on the morning of
April 14, 1999. The plan was for
the Dees’ murder to roughly co-

_ incide with the April anniversa-

ries of the Oklahoma City bomb-
ing, the fiery end of the siege of
the Branch Davidian compound
in Waco and Hitler’s birthday.

Would-be shooter sent to prison

The would-be shooter, who was
convicted and sent to prison on
various firearms charges, admitted
to Burkey that he planned to kill
Dees but refused to discuss a pos-
sible bombing plot. Though Hall
theorizes that Edwards may have
been a weapons supplier to the
plot, Edwards was not charged.

In September 2000, after a
weeklong trial, Dees and his le-
gal team won a $6.3 million ver-
dict against Butler and the Aryan
Nations. The judgment forced
the sale of Butler’s 20-acre com-
pound, which was eventually do-
nated to alocal college.

As for Edwards, he remains
defiant and dangerous, He is the
“Imperial Wizard” of the IKA,
the country’s second largest
Klan group with 16 chapters in
eight states. In a Klan history on
the IKA website, Edwards is por-
trayed as the leader of the Klan’s
“6th era,” following in the foot-
steps of David Duke and others.

Each year, at Edwards’ Ken-
tucky compound, the IKA hosts
Nordic Fest, a music festival
that brings together Klansmen,
skinheads and members of other
violent hate groups.

In February, when Dees went
to Kentucky to take Edwards’
deposition for the upcoming
November trial, the Klan leader
sported a freshly inked tattoo on
the side of his shaved head that
said, “F—-K S.PL.C”

The plot described in the new
book wasn’t the only one to target
Dees. More than 30 people have
been sent to prison for plotting to
kill Dees or attack the SPLC.

- Shortly after the SPLC sued
Edwards.and the IKA last year,
the center received numerous
threats, resulting in heightened
security at the Montgomery of-
fice. One letter threatened, “If
you do not change your stance
soon, you will face a wrath of
fury that you will never be able
to defend yourself against. We
have the ability to reach out and
touch someone.”

Book provides look at dangerous Klan leader

The new book Into the Devil’s
Den depicts Klan leader Ron
Edwards as a paranoid and
dangerous man living in rela-
tive seclusion with a stockpile
of weapons at his compound in
the Kentucky backcountry.

FBI informant Dave Hall's
undercover work took him to
Edwards’ 28-acre IKA com-
pound near Dawson Springs,
Ky., in the late 1990s. It gave
him a rare insider’s view of
Edwards and his world. In the
shadows of Confederate and
KKK flags flying above the
compound, Hall got to see the
office where the Klan leader
works and had an opportunity
to chat with him.

“He invited us into the
two-bedroom trailer and
went into a built-on addition
that he used for an office,” Hall
writes. “The usual KKK post-
ers adorned the walls, and on
one side of the room, a rack
held various KKK pamphlets.
There were a few filing cabi-
nets, and in one corner stood
a gun rack loaded with two
shotguns, two AK-47 assault
rifles, one SKS assault rifle,
and a.30-06 hunting rifle.”

To view a five-minute video
about this case,
visit www.splcenter.org

Edwards already had dis-
covered the power of the
Internet to bring together
white supremacist groups. He
described his Internet work
to Hall and his companion
and surfed from one white su-
premacist site to another.

He also used the Internet to
keep an eye on the SPLC.

“I've been monitor- >
ing the SPLC website, & _4
and that a—hole Morris ~ &
Sleaze is full of sh—"
Edwards is quoted as
saying in the book. “I'll
be glad when that bas-
tard is dead.”

Edwards was capti-
vated by the possibility
of Y2K creating chaos.
The Klan leader was ap-
parentlyburyingammu-
nition and stockpiling
equipment for a disaster
he believed would spark arace
war. Hall described arriving at
the compound to see Edwards
and another man carrying an
ammunition case marked “U.S.
Army” and loadingitinto a car
trunk.

“Take this out and bury
it with the rest of them,”
Edwards is quoted as saying.

Headded: “There goes 5,000
rounds of AK-47 ammo.”

When the Klan leader
emerged from his office with

Ron Edwards’ tattoo demonstrates his feelings
toward the SPLC.

several camouflage jumpsuits
marked with thin red lines,
Hall couldn’t help but ask
about them.

“They’re infrared blocking
suits so they can’t see you at
night,” Edwards says.

Later, Edwards also fret-
ted that the federal gov-
ernment would use Y2K

as an excuse to confiscate
weapons from citizens.
He advised Hall’s compan-
ion to either hide or bury
his weapons. .

The Klan leader believed
he was under federal surveil-
lance. When Hall, Edwards
and another man traveled toa
restaurant they noticed ablack
and white Chevrolet Blazer be-
hind them. '

“It’s probably the feds. They
follow me all the time,” he said.

Dees meets donors

Constance and Steve Rogers, SPLC donors from Point Washington, Fla.,
flank SPLC founder Morris Dees on a visit to Montgomery. With them is
their grandson, Dylan, who is 8 years old and a 4th grader.

Campaign for Miss. children

Continued from page 5
stands for Concerned Association
for Students’ Education.

CASE now has members on
a school board committee that
composes the student disci-
pline handbooks for the county’s
schools. Its members are also
urging other school officials to
support policies that don’t push
students out of school and into
the juvenile justice system.

“The most important thing
is that this work is driven from
a grassroots level, and the com-
munity owns it,” said Cassandra
Welchlin, MYJP’s director of
public affairs. “It’s up to us to
help provide them with the skills
and the tools to bring this much-
needed reform.”

Mississippi’s high school*
graduation rate is just 62 per-
cent. That translates to 14,000
students a year who drop out.

Research has shown that
school discipline practices are
a major factor in pushing vul-
nerable children out of school
and, often, into the juvenile jus-
tice system, a path known as the
“school-to-prison pipeline.”

Dissatisfaction with school
discipline also is cited as the
reason many new teachers in
Mississippi leave the profession.
Currently, the state loses one-
third of its new teachers every
three years.

The SPLC’s goal is to have
a program called Positive
Behavioral Interventions and

Supports (PBIS) implemented in
every Mississippi public school.
PBIS, which rewards students
for good behavior taught and
modeled throughout the school,
reduces suspensions, expul-
sions and dropout rates. Used to
some extent by more than 7,000
schools across the country, PBIS
has also improved safety and ac-
ademic achievement.

“Agood learning environment
begins with well-behaved stu-
dents, and research shows that
this method helps to create an
environment that is conducive
to learning,” said Mississippi
Superintendent of Education
Hank M. Bounds. “A number of
schools in Mississippi have al-
ready implemented PBIS.”

Currently, the Mississippi
Department of Education en-
courages school districts to
seek training for PBIS, but the
proven success of this program
spurred MYJP and its partners
to launch a statewide campaign
to encourage policymakers to
bring the program into all of the
state’s schools.

“We must turn around this
dropout crisis,” Atwood said.
“That is why we have joined
with community partners in a
campaign dedicated to raising
awareness across Mississippi
and building support for a pro-
gram that can literally transform
our schools and the state. Our
children and our state deserve

no less.”

Drop-out prevention strategy explained
SPLC President Richard Cohen discusses with donor Ethel Delaney Lee the

SPLC strategy to keep students from dropping out of school. Lee, a retired
educator from Washington, D.C., visited the SPLC in April.
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