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SPLC exposes hate connections
ofanti-Obama author Jerollle Corsi

wrote in his essay, "Choices for a
Rising Generation."

In "AMore Peaceful and Pros
perous World," McCainexplored
the cost of missed opportunity.
"After 9/11, leaders in Washing
ton missed an opportunityto call
youngpeople to service," hewrote.
"Youngmen andwomen, who are
willing to give of themselves and

Continued on page 5

"[A]t this historic moment,
we must ask our rising genera
tion to serve their country....
Because that's how real change
has always come - from ordi
nary people coming together to
do extraordinarythings," Obama

The essays were part ofa spe- .
cial youth engagement issue of
fering tips for teachers looking
to educate students about civic
involvement. Both candidates ex
amined the power ofcommunity
service and the high cost ofinac
tion. The magazine, released in
September, was distributed free
of charge to 400,000 educators
nationwide.

Teaching Tolerance magazine illustrations

Presidential candidates John
McCain and Barack Obama
called America's youth to action
and appealed for more commu
nity service in exclusive essays
written for the Fall 2008 issue of
Teaching Tolerance magazine.

Obama, McC.ain call youth to
action in Teaching Tolerance

Corsi also vilifed Kerry, McCain
Corsi first gained widespread at
tention as the co-author of the
2004 book Unfitfor Command,
which vilified then-Democrat
ic presidential nominee John
Kerry. But he is hardly a GOP
partisan. Earlier this year he lev
eled aseries ofwild accusations at
Republican presidential nominee
John McCain, including an alle
gation that a group withAl Qaeda
ties was financing his campaign.

The numerous inaccuracies
and distortions in Corsi's book
about Obama were quicklydocu
mented by several media watch
dog organizations, most notably
Media Matters.

showin Julyandwas planningan- up by numerous major political
otherappearance in late August. blogs and websites, including

The aptly named "Cesspool" The Huffington Post, Salon, Slate
is an unabashedly racist and and Daily Kos.
anti-Semitic weekly radio pro- Blaming "travel plans that
gram hosted by Memphis white changed," Corsi then backed out

o of his second "Cesspool" inter
~ view minutes before he was sup
~ posed to go on the air. Edwards

said that Corsi's canceling "just
goes to show what incredible
pressure everyone in public life is
under to never have anything to
do with anyonewho speaks up for
the interests ofwhite people."

nationalist James Edwards, a
protege ofex-Klan leader David
Duke. In addition to Corsi,
"Cesspool" guests have included
Duke, Christian Identity pastor
Pete Peters and Holocaust de
nier Mark Weber.

Mter the SPLC broke the
news about Corsi's "Cesspool"
'appearance, the storywas picked

Jerome Corsi is picked up by Kenyan authorities on Oct. 7, shortly before he planned
to hold a news conference to promote his book. The SPLC earlier revealed his ties
with white supremacists.

he had been a guest on a white
supremacist radio show and had
accepted an invitation to appear
on that show a second time.

As Corsi wrapped up a flurry
ofinterviews in August on major
television talk shows like CNN's
"Larry King Live," the SPLC re
vealed that he had also been on
the notorious "Political Cesspool"

Jerome Corsi, the author ofthe
best-selling book The Obama
Nation, found himself at the
center of a media firestorm
after a Southern Poverty Law
Center investigation revealed
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As chief trial counsel Morris
Dees andhis colleagues prepared
for trial against the Imperial
Klans of America (IKA), the
SPLC's security chief was gear
ing up to ensure the safety of
Dees and the legal team.

"This is a high-risk event 
more so than any recent SPLC
trial," said Tom Brinkman, the
SPLC's security director.

The lawsuit, brought on be
halfofJordan Gruver, a teenager
who was beaten by Klansmen at
a county fair, is set for trial on
Nov. 12 in Brandenburg, Ky.

Brinkman traveled to Ken
tuckyin earlyOctober to sitdown
with law enforcement officials
there and coordinate planning.
Because of secur.ity concerns,
SPLC supporters are urged to
stay away from the trial, even
though it is open to the public.

The IKA has a proven record
of urging violence to promote
its beliefs. The group calls for
the death of racial and ethnic

minorities, homosexuals and
"race traitors." As host ofthe an
nual Nordic Fest at its Dawson
Springs, Ky., compound, the
group actively cultivates alli
ances with neo-Nazis and racist
skinheads, long considered the
most violent factions ofthe rad
ical right. The IKA is the third
largest Klan group in America,
with 16 chapters in 11 states.

"The possibility of one of
these individuals acting out vio
lently on these threats is high,
given the group's track record,"
Brinkman said.

Defendant suspected in death plot
The head of the IKA and one of
the defendants in the upcoming
trial is Ron Edwards, a man who
was suspected by an FBI infor
mant ofbeing involved in a plot
to kill Dees in the late 1990s as
the SPLC was preparingfor trial
against the Aryan Nations.

Threats against the SPLC
surged after the lawsuit against

the IKA was filed in July 2007.
One letter threatened: "If you
do 'not change your stance
soon, you will face a wrath of
fury that you will never be able
to defend yourself against. We
have the ability to reach out
and touch someone."

Over 30 individuals, some
known to Edwards, have served
prison sentences in connec
tion with plots to either as
sassinate Dees or blow up the
SPLC headquarters.

Edwards is the major defen
dant in the case. In February,
when Dees went to Kentucky
to take his deposition, the Klan
leader sported a freshly inked
tattoo on the side of his shaved
head that said, "F**K S.P.L.C."

IKAmembers Jarred Hensley
andAndrewWatkins served time
for assaulting Jordan Gruver.
They are now free.

They attacked Gruver, then
16, because they thought he
was Latino. Gruver is a U.S.

citizen of Panamanian Indian
descent, but to the Klansmen
he was an "illegal spic." The
youth, who stood 5-foot-3
and weighed just 150 pounds,
was beaten to the ground and
kicked by the Klansmen, one
of whom is 6-foot-5 and 300
pounds. Gruver was left with
cracked ribs, a broken left fore
arm, multiple cuts and bruises,
and jaw injuries that required
extensive surgery.

The attack on the teenager
is symptomatic of a rising tide
of hate and violence directed
toward Latinos in the United
States. The SPLC has docu
mented a 48 percent rise in the
number of hate groups operat
ing in the United States since
2000 - an increase fueled by
anti-immigration furor aimed
largely at Latinos. And FBI
statistics suggest a 35 percent
increase in the number ofhate
crimes against Latinos between
2003 and 2006.
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real progress. Regardless ofwho
our next president is, this should
give us all hope thatwe've turned
a corner and that overt racism as
a major force in our countrywill
continue to fade into the dustbin
ofhistory.

We're not there yet, though,
by any stretch. Despite Obama's
broad acceptance, racist pas
sions were clearlyevident during
the campaign. And it's clear that
some in politics have no qualms
about playing the race card if
they think it will help them get
elected. As long as that strategy
works, it will be employed.

More importantly, the deep
scars ofracism - unequal oppor
tunities, poverty, discrimination
and more - will linger long after
the bigotry that caused them has
dissipated.

We're entering uncertain
times, perhaps even a lengthy
recession. Ifpast is prologue, as
Shakespeare wrote, we can ex
pect more scapegoating of the
least powerful among us.

Editor's note: This issue went
to press prior to the Nov. 4 elec
tion. The Southern Poverty Law
Center is a nonpartisan, chari
table organization that does
not take sides in political cam
paigns.

America, from the cross-burning
Klansmen to the loudmouths of
right-wing talk radio to the suit
wearing academics who cloak

their bigotry in
pseudo-scientific
research.

Because of the
rancorous immi
gration debate,
we've already seen
a surge in the num
ber of hate groups
operating in the
United States.
We're now tracking
888 hate groups, a

rise of almost 50 percent since
2000. And hundreds more
nativist groups have sprung
up in recent years to harass.
immigrants. It's no surprise,
then, that hate crimes against
Latinos are growing, especial
ly in places like California. It's
against this combustible back
drop that the economic melt
down is occurring.

We do have reason for opti
mism about race relations in our
country, however.

The pre-election polling data
appear to indicate that the ma
jorityofAmericans are willing to
judge Barack Obama on factors
other than his skin color. That's

Some look for scapegoats
People who are down and out,
who are buffetedbyglobal events
beyond their control, want to un
derstand what has happened to
them. Some will look for scape
goats in all the wrong places.
And some will be seduced by the
rhetoric ofhate.

These are the conditions
relished by those who thrive
by stoking fear and division in

MAILBOX

country brought down the ti
tans of Wall Street with their
wild-eyed dreams of owning
their own homes, taking out
mortgages they

. couldn't afford.
We're supposed to
believe that's why
stock markets are
plummeting and
the global banking
system is collaps
ing like a house
ofcards.

Do Americans
reallybuythis kind Richard Cohen

of nonsense?
Unfortunately, many do, es

pecially when they hear the lie
repeated over and over again
by politicians and supposedly
mainstream pundits like Fox
News' Neil Cavuto.

My husband and I are already our children's education, yet past two years, I have been believe that practicing toler-
contributors to the SPLC, but it is incredibly important that verbally assaulted and ha- ance for others is so important
I hadn't visited the website they learn the truth ofhow our rassed because of my faith (I in daily life. I am glad to have
for a while. Reacquainting country was built - not top wear the "hijab" or religious the opportunity to share your
myself with the site and see- down, but bottom up - and scarf.) I have taken these ex- materials with mystudents. So
ing the work you are doing, that the middle class is not a periences and used them as thank you!
I am compelled to write and given, but somethingfor which "teachable moments" with E. B.
tell you how much we admire we have to struggle. It's so good my students. Many were Newburgh, New York
Morris Dees and your organi- to know that SOMEONE is tak- shocked and upset that some-
zation. ing the time and effort to reach one would call me a "sand I love what the Center does! I

Thank you, take care. We young people with this amaz- nigger" while I was walking am a special education teacher
will continue to support ingstory. down the street. on the Navajo Reservation in
SPLC. L. S. We talked about how to Arizona, and I really applaud

E.W. Bloomington, Minnesota fight this kind of hate and big- the lawsuits filed in Florida
San Mateo, California otry. One of my students took against the school districts

I just received a reminder the discussion to his church [see story page 4]. I cannot
Thanks for being a beacon that I have been a member and Sunday school group; he describe how horrible it is to
of hope and an advocate for since 1981. I have easily 100 said they had a really good feel so helpless when watch-
justice. envelopes on my desk asking discussion. Many Muslims ing students who have been

I have just received a com- for help. I am retired and on a don't like to share these ex- diagnosed with disabilities
plimentary copy of Teaching fixed income, so I am having a periences because they are (often related to or because
Tolerance. As a 6th grade so- hard time picking and choos- afraid of more horrible com- of emotional problems) not
cial studies teacher in a large ing who I can help. Attached to ments. But I think we need to get the treatment they de-
urban citywith a vast poor and the SPLC renewal statement talk and educate. Thank you serve and, instead, get on the
minority population, I know was Morris Dees' letter about for what you do. pipeline to prison. It's like
this will be a great resource. Signal Corp. and how they A.R. watching a car wreck in slow
I would greatly appreciate re- represented the "fairness" of Madison, Wisconsin motion and not being able to
ceiving a subscription. the U.S. in dealing with work- do anything about it. Keep up

And I have not forgotten my ers from other countries who I just received my order of the good fight!
yearly contribution! are hopeful of at least getting Teaching Tolerance mate- C.B.

Once again, thankyou for de- a green card. Exposing the rials, and I am very excited Sanders, Arizona
fending so manywho have been slimeballs at Signal is a wor- about using these in my social
and continue to be the victims thy cause. I am sending in my studies classes. I commend My wife and I are proud to
ofhate and intolerance. renewal today. the Center for its work and for contribute to the SPLC and

C.A.M. J. H. R. providing teachers with these all its programs. We appreci-
Springfield, Massachusetts Palm City, Florida materials. That they are free ate the sacrifices and danger

is remarkable - I am grateful, the staffplaces themselves in.
I am so impressed to hear about Thank you for all of your because I have already spent Bless you and stay safe. We will
your new Teaching Tolerance great work! I am a Muslim- hundreds of my own dollars continue our support.
film about Cesar Chavez! Labor American, and I am also a buying books and movies to E.E.A.
history is terribly neglected in middle school teacher. In the prepare for this school year. I Pickerington, Ohio

Racisll1 rears ugly head in tough econoll1ic till1es
A MESSAGE FROM CENTER PRESIDENT RICHARD COHEN

Repeatedly in our country's his
tory, economic troubles have
created conditions that are ripe
for demagogues and hatemon
gers to whip up public anger
against minorities and recent
immigrants.

During the farm crisis of the
1980s, a militant, antigov~rn

ment movement in the Midwest
arose and gained traction by
falsely blaming Jews for the eco
nomic woes offarmers.

A century earlier, during
widespread social unrest in the
1870s, Chinese immigrants bore
the brunt ofblame for economic
calamity that ushered in a long,
post-Civil War depression. The
public anger led to the Chinese
Exclusion Act of1882, suspend
ing Chinese immigration.

Decades earlier, in the
1830s, Irish Catholic immi
grants endured violent public
condemnation for the nation's
financial woes.

Now, we're in the grip ofthe
wOJ;st economic catastrophe
sinCe the Great Depression, and
some commentators and politi
cians on the right are pinning the
blame on poor minorities.

That's right. We're supposed
to believe that impoverished
blacks and Latinos across our
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State senator attends hate group
leadership conference
MONTGOMERY, Ala - State
Sen. Charles Bishop spoke to
a leadership conference held
bythe white supremacist hate
group Council ofConservative
Citizens eCCC) on June 21 in
Sheffield, Ala.

The CCC opposes "race
mixing" and describes blacks
~s "a retrograde species ofhu
manity."

Bishop, a Republican who
made international headlines
in June 2007 when he was
videotaped punching a fellow 
senator in the head during
a dispute on the floor of the
legislature, claimed that he
didn't know anything about
the group or its ideology be
fore he accepted an invitation
to speak at the gathering.

That invitation, Bishop
said, came from one ofhis con
stituents, CCCAlabamaleader
Leonard Wilson, who is also
the state commander of the
neo-Confederate group Sons
ofConfederate Veterans.

The three-term senator's
speech focused on his boister
ous opposition to the official
apology for slavery issued
last summer by the Alabama
Legislature. Bishop said that
he opposed the symbolic ges
ture because it contained the
word "atonement," which he
fears could lead to reparations
for descendants ofslaves.

the right to protect his group's
interests. White people will
soon be a minority."

White supremacist gang member
sentenced to death
SANTAANA, Calif. - A rank
and-file member ofthe white
supremacist gang Public
Enemy No.1, or PENl, was
sentenced to death Aug. 22
for killing a gang co-founder
who violated PENl's code by
talking about the gang's ac
tivities to a reporter.

Michael Lamb, 34, was
convicted earlier this year of
carrying out the execution
style slayingofPEN1founding
member Scott Miller in 2002.

Prosecutors said Miller
was marked for death after he
agreed to be interviewed for a
television news segmentabout
the gang's rise to power in
southern California. Although
Miller's face was blacked out
during the broadcast and his
voice was distorted, he was
identified by his tattoos and
the dog at his side.

Lamb and another PENI
member were also convicted
lastyear oftrying to kill anun
dercoverpoliceofficerwhowas
following them after Miller
was found dead inanAnaheim
alley with a gunshot wound to
the back ofhis head.

Stormfront founder's son elected
to GOP post
WEST PALM BEACH, Fla
Derek Black, the 19-year-old
son ofwhite nationalist web
master and former Ku Klux
Klan Grand Wizard Donald
Black, was elected in August
to the post of Republican
Party committeeman in
Florida's District 29.

In 2001, when Derek Black
was 12, USA Today pub
lished an article on a "chil
dren's page" he created for
Stormfront, a racist website
thatwas founded byhis father
in 1995. Stormfront has since
become the largest online fo
rum of its kind in the world.
The younger Black's page fea
tured lyrics to white suprem
acist rock songs and bedtime
stories that demonized Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr.

Interviewed by the Palm
Beach Post the day after he
was elected, Derek Black de
nied being a member of the
Klan but said that he plans
to represent the interests of
white people in his district.

"1 ran because I want tq
make an impact at the local
level," he said. "Don't judge
me by IVy family. Judge me by
what I want to achieve. I want
to sway my party to do some
thing about the immigration
invasion and the tax burden.
Everyone in this country has

INTELLIGENCE BRIEFS
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Neo-Nazi commander files for
bankruptcy
ROANOKE, Va. - Neo-Nazi
leader and real estate inves
tor Bill White has filed for
bankruptcy.

White, the founder and
commander of the American
National Socialist Workers
Party, listed assets of$1.4 mil
lion and liabilities of$1.9 mil
lion in a bankruptcy petition
filed in mid-June. This came
roughlyfour years after he re
located to Roanoke and start
edbuyingup rental properties
in black neighborhoods.

Since then, -White pub
lished several inflammatory
messages about his black ten
ants on neo-Nazi websites,
suggesting that he would ei
ther evict them or threaten
and harass them into mov
ing out as part of a one-man
"ghettobeautificationproject:'

The Roanoke chapter of
the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored
People filed a federal housing
discrimination complaint
against White in 2005, but it
produced no charges.

White told The Roanoke
Times that he had been plan
ning to sell his rental proper
ties for some time, and that
his financial problems should
have little effect on his role in
the neo-Nazi movement.

step is to round up all the whites
and put them in concentration
camps," wrote "White Shogun" on
the Caste Football hate forum.

Some of the most threaten
ing anti- Obama talk appears on
Internet sites that allow people
to post messages anonymously
- not on sites run by white su
premacists, who seem highly
worried about attention from
the Secret Service. One such
site, JD Underground, has car
ried a particularly venomous
and long-running thread that
started in January entitled
"N***** President.':

"I'm hoping someone will do
his public duty ofputting a bullet
through Obama's head," wrote
one poster on the site. Another
poster suggested "bring[ing]
pack lynchings." Even the SPLC's
blog, Hatewatch, has received
such anonymous threats against
Obama. InApril, "unknown" post
ed this: "ATTENTION, IF OBAMA
BECOMES PRESEDANT [sic] I
WILLKILLHIMMYSELF MAKE
NO MISTAKE ABOUT IT."

THEY SAID IT

Not all support Obama
Yet opinion on the radical right is
far fRom unanimous on the topic
of a potential Obama victory.
Manytraditional racist extremists
believe itwould destroy the coun
try, and they oppose it mightily.

"Worse is not better. Ithas al
ready hit rock bottom. The next

New documentary examines SPLC case
Noted journalist Ted Koppel interviews Morris Dees in Mobile, Ala., while
filming "The Last Lynching:' a new documentary that discusses race in
America through the experiences of three people who have been affected
by hate and racism. The film recounts the case of Michael Donald, the
19-year-old Mobile youth slain by the Klan because he was black. The SPLC
bankrupted that Klan group with a lawsuit brought on behalf of Donald's
mother. The tree where Donald was hung is behind Dees.

succeed as a kind of post-racial
president: "I think he's got the
right touch, absolutely the right
touch.... He's an intelligentand se
rious man and he realizes that he
cannot be a 'black' president." In
Taylor's view, whites will vote for
Obamabecause itwill make them
feel good about themselves.

"For many whites, voting for
Mr. Obama will be an act ofhigh
patriotism. Electing him will
prove America is not 'racist,' and
many whites believe that rising
above 'racism' is America's sa
cred calling. One must never
underestimate the importance
to whites of feeling virtuous,"
Taylor wrote in a July essay,
"Why Obama Will Win."

With the nomination of Barack
Obama as the Democratic presi
dential candidate, large sections of
the white supremacist movement
are adoptinga surprisingattitude:
ElectingAmerica's first blackpres
ident couldbe a very good thing.

A growing number of white
supremacists, and even some of
those who pass for intellectual
leaders oftheir movement, think
that a black manin the OvalOffice
would shock white America, pos
sibly drive millions to their cause
andperhaps evensetoffa racewar
that, they hope, would ultimately
end in "Aryan"victory.

David Duke, the rieo-Nazi and
former Klan boss who is the clos
est thing the movement has to a
real intellectual these days, sees
clearadvantages in an Obamavic
tory in the fall.

"Obamawill be a signal, a clear
signal for millions ofour people,"
Duke wrote in an essay entitled
"A BlackFlag for White America"
posted to his website this sum
mer. "Obama is like that new big
dark spot on your arm that finally
sends you to the doctor for some
real medicine.... My bet is that
whether Obama wins or loses in
November, millions of European
Americans will inevitably react
with new awareness oftheir heri
tage and the need for them to de
fend and advance it."

Richard Barrett, head of the
NationalistMovement, a Leamed,
Miss.-basedwhite supremacistor
ganization, soundedasimilarnote,
telling the BBC: "The uprising of
the American people for major
ity-rule and real-democracy has
been building, but, with Obama
tuniingtheWhite House into the
Black House, the upheaval will be
overpowering."

American Renaissance editor
Jared Taylor had a slightly differ
ent take. He believes Obama will

"Down there in New Orleans, it was basically a parasite class totally dependent
on government for their existence."

- Neal Boortz on the June 19 edition of Cox Radio Syndication's "The Neal Boortz Show;' attacking mainly
black victims of Hurricane Katrina as he compared them unfavorably to the mostly white victims of flooding
in the upper Midwest this summer

"Do you want your children gunned down?"
- California Coalition for Immigration Reform leader Barbara Coe, attacking a laguna Beach, Calif., plan to

purchase a day labor center at a June 10 city council meeting

"If the Hispanics and the blacks get together, ladies and gentlemen, we'll do
what we're told....[D]on't come crying to J?1e when you get your tails beat and
have to say, 'Yessuh, Mr. Obama.'"

- Alabama state Sen. Charles Bishop (R-Jasper), speaking on June 21 to the white supremacist Council of
Conservative Citizens leadership Conference

''[I]t's probably the last football game we'll ever get to see before the United
States gets blown up by the Islamists under Obama."

- Hugh Hewitt, host of a nationally syndicated Salem Radio Network show, discussing an uncoming college
football game on June 25

Some white supremacists
'upbeat' about Obama election
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A Teaching Tolerance grant enabled immigrant students at Clifton High School to tell
their personal stories.

disciplinarymeasures that remove
them from class.

Childrenwithdisabilities grad
uate from Hillsborough schools
at a rate ofjust 39 percent - com
paredto 75 percentforallstudents,
according to the latest data, from
the 2005-06 schoolyear.

Hillsborough Countyalso leads
the state in the numberofstudents
referred to thejuvenilejustice sys
tem -1,881 in 2006-2007, repre
senting16percentofall suchrefer
rals in the state. Most ofthese are
for minor offenses.

One of the six Hillsborough
students in the complaint is a
10th-grader with disabilities and
behavioral problems who func
tions at a 1st-grade level in math
andreading.Although this student
was determined to be eligible for
special educationservices in1998,
itwas eightyearsbefore the school
district included any social work.
psychological or counseling ser
vices as part ofher education.

Onceangermanagement coun
seling was provided to this stu
dent, the school never increased
the counseling despite repeated
suspensions, behavioral incidents
andeven an arrestduringa spanof
more than two years.

The SPLC's School-to-Prison
Reform Project has filed similar
actions against school districts in
Mississippi and Louisiana Those
complaints have resulted in sig
nificant refonns.

Hillsborough leads state in referrals
The Hillsborough complaint was
filed onbehalfofsixstudents, from
the 6thto12thgrades,who require
special educationservices because
of their emotional disturbances
and mental disorders. They too
have been subjected to repeated

services needed - the school
simply changed his paperwork
to show that he didn't need those
services. Without help to address
this student's disorders, his be
havior caused him to be removed
from his regular classes for 33
school days during the 2007-2008
school year.

education administrator. ''Nowit
appears the entire systemhas col
lapsed ontop ofthem."

Palm Beach students years behind
The Palm Beach complaint de
scribes a school system where a
significant portion ofelementary
students with emotional and be
havioral disabilities with average
intelligence are typically per

forming years behind
their grade level by
the time they reach
middle school.

The complaint
was filed on behalfof
four students, from
the 7th to 9th grades,
who require special
education services
because oftheir emo-
tional disturbances

and mental disorders. Theyhave
been subjected to repeated dis
ciplinary measures that remove
them from class.

Childrenwithdisabilities grad
uate from Palm Beachschools ata
rate ofjust33 percent - compared
to 67 percent for all students, ac
cordingto the latestdata, from the
2005-06 schoolyear.

One of the four Palm Beach
students is a 7th-grader eligible
for services for emotional and
behavioral disorders. When the
student transferred from his el
ementary school to his middle
school - which did not have the

SPLC attorney Brandi Davis (right), Pat Spencer (left) of the NAACP, and Marlene Sallo of
the Advocacy Center for Persons with Disabilities discuss the complaint about Hillsbor- .
ough's treatment of students with disabilities at an Oct. 1 news conference in Tampa.

Black males are disproportion
ately represented, comprising
33 percent of all referrals even
though they are only 23 percent
ofFlorida students.

More than 80 percent of stu
dents with disabilities referred
by Palm Beach County schools
to the juvenile justice system
were black males, according to
information provided as part of
discovery in a 1997 lawsuit.

"Children of color were al
ready being ground down by this
flawed system in Palm Beach
Countyschools:' said FloridaState
Conference NAACP President
Adora Nweze, a retired special

TheSouthernPovertyLawCenter
and an alliance ofcivil rights and
disability rights groups have
filed complaints against two of
Florida's largest school districts,
where students with disabilities
endure a culture of neglect and
harsh discipline that robs them
ofan education and pushes them
along a path to incarceration.

The class action adminis
trative complaints against the
Hillsborough County and Palm
Beach County school districts
contend the school districts are
failing to provide the counsel
ing, social work and psycho
logical services required by the
Individuals with Disabilities
Education Improvement Act
(IDEA). The complaints were
filed with the FloridaDepartment
ofEducation on Oct. I.

"These school districts are
violating the rights of their most
vulnerable students - those with
disabilities," said David Utter,
director of the SPLC's Florida
Initiatives. "Rather than provid
ingthese students with the educa
tional services they need and are
entitled to under federal law, they
are pushingthem out ofschool."

The goal ofthe complaints is to
bringthe districts into compliance
withfederal special educationlaw
and end practices that exclude·or
isolate children with disabilities.
Palm Beach County is the fifth
largest school district in Florida
and the 11th largest in the United
States. Hillsborough County is
among the 10 largest school dis
tricts in the nation.

The complaints are part of a
campaign by the SPLC and al
lied organizations to protect the
rights of children who are be
ing neglected by public schools
in the South and to
reform the disciplin
ary policies that are
driving youths from
school and into de
tention. TheAdvocacy
Center for Persons
with Disabilities, the
NAACP, the Legal
Aid Society of Palm
Beach County and

David Utterthe Southern Legal
Counsel are part ofthis alliance.

By failing to meet the needs of
disabled students, these school
districts help feed Florida's
"school-to-prison pipeline" 
the term given to the plight of
students pushed out of the class
room and into the juvenilejustice
system.Approximately70 percent
of youths in the state's juvenile
justice system have at least one
mental health disorder, accord
ing to the Florida Department of
Juvenile Justice.

Across Florida, schools sent
23,000 students to the criminal
justice system in 2006-2007.

SEEKING JUSTICE

SPLC seeks to end neglect
ofFlorida's disabled students

Contest winners awarded prizes
Contest winners were awarded
prizes during a live broadcast
on the school television station.
Local newspapers also wrote
articles about the competition
that featured pictures of the
winners. Many of the students
learning English as a second
language pointed out that they
rarely see immigrant students
on the school broadcasts, a
comment that had educators
discussing ways to incorporate
more immigrant students into
the broadcast.

The contest also fostered
classroom discussions about
the difficulties these students
face, helping to bring better un
derstanding from teachers and
students. The top entries were
published in booklets distribut
ed to faculty, staff and students.
Some students even said the en
tries made them cry when they
realized what their classmates
have endured.

As a new school year begins,
educators are still taking the les
sons learned from the contest to
improve their school. For exam
ple, when the school year began
inSeptember, newimmigrant stu
dents were paired with students
familiar with the school to help
ease the transition to a newschool
and culture, Campbell.said.

There are plans to repeat the
competition for the 2008:2009
year, providing another opportu
nity for the contest to serve as a
barometerofthe immigrationex
perience at Clifton High School.

200 are ESL (English as a sec
ond language) students, said
Maria Gosnell, one of Clifton's
ESL teachers. The essays and
poems often describe heart
breaking isolation, such as that
ip Espinal's third-place essay.

'. "(The contest) was a way of
recognizing that we're part of
the community and part of the
school," Gosnell said.

The contest entries also de
scribe the challenge of under
standing their new culture while
honoring their native culture.

CLIFTON, N.J. - When Rosa
Espinal left family and friends in
the Dominican Republic to come
to the United States, she hoped
it would open the door to better
opportunities.

But during her first year in
America, she felt lonelyandisolat
ed as she navigated a newculture.

"Myfirst year as an immigrant
was a nightmare," the Clifton
High School student wrote in
an essay about her experience.
"No one wanted to talk to me in
school ... all I wanted was a friend
or a little bit of attention. I felt
really bad because I felt as if I
was less than everyone else."

Espinal's experience isn't un
usual. Many immigrant students
arrive in the United States only
to feel isolated and caught be
tween cultures.

However, their stories are
rarely told.

A Teaching Tolerance grant
helped change that with a
project that not only gave these
students an opportunity to tell
their stories but was part of a
larger effort by the faculty to
better understand the challenges
these students face and make
the school's atmosphere more
welcoming for them.

The "HearMyStory" competi
tionfor immigrantstudents sought
essays,poemsand artworkthatde
scribed their immigration experi
ence. It provided a creative outlet
for these students but also the
buildingblocks for a better school
as educators learned about the
immigrant exPerience from their
students' first-hand accounts.

"(The contest) gave educa
tors a real-life story," said Ruth
Campbell, program director of
cultural adjustment and trau
ma services at the International
Institute of New Jersey. "This
gave it a face. I don't think they
had that piece of it before."

The Institute, an immigrant
assistance organization, helped
the high school launch the com
petition during the 2007-2008
school year.

The high school has about
3,500 students but fewer than

Grant gives immigrant
students a newvoice
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can truly make a difference by
standing up for what theybelieve
- and thatallofus canand should
give something back to our com
munitiesandourcountry:

The magazine also includes
"You Can," a report on how en
couragement from teachers and
others helps students take action
in their communities. Several
young leaders reflect on how
they were spurred to action. In
addition, seven great moments
in youth activism from 2007 are
featured in the article "Power to
the Pupils."

SPLC founder Morris Dees and farmworker leader Dolores Huerta are
surrounded by students and farmworkers following the premiere of Viva la
Causa on Sept. 28 in Los Angeles. Distribution of the new Teaching Toler
ance film, free to educators, begins this month. On Oct. 8, the Academy
of Motion Pkture Arts and Sciences announced the film was among eight
under consideration for a 2009 Oscar for best short documentary.

New SPLC film premieres in Los Angeles

Obama, McCain in Teaching Tolerance
Continuedfrom page 1
sacrifice, want a leader who will
ask something ofthem."

The candidates' essays and
the latest issue of Teaching
Tolerance can be read at www.
teachingtolerance.org.

"Too manypeople inourcoun
tryfeel that theirvoices aren'tbe
ing heard, that they can't change
things," said Jennifer Holladay,
director of the SPLC's Teaching
Tolerance program. "These es
says - and this issue of Teaching
Tolerance - will serve as powerful
reminders to students that they

violations that are proven in
court. There has been no final
ruling on whether the wage vio
lations occurred. The case could
eventuallyinclude approximate
ly 500 migrant workers.

According to the lawsuit,
hundreds of DMSE workers'
were consistently underpaid for
their work. Many of the plain
tiffs, who are indigent, left their
homes and families and spent
considerable sums of money to
travel to Georgia for this work.
Some of them are agricul
tural guestworkers who were
brought into the United States
from other countries on special
H-2A visas that permit them to
work only for the employer who
requests them.

"Rather than paying its
workers directly, Del Monte
Southeast contracted with a
grossly undercapitalized la
bor contractor to be the sup
posed boss ofthe workers while
DMSE gave all the orders," said
Kristi Graunke, an SPLC attor
ney handling the case. "This is a
common tactic by corporations
- leaving somebody without
assets holding the bag for their
wage violations."

Company's effort is frivolous
"This is a frivolous attempt to
distract us and the court from
the issues at stake in this case,"
said Mary Bauer, director of
the SPLC's Immigrant Justice
Project. "All of the comments
at issue here are protected by
the ~irstAmendment and are a
matter of great public interest
and concern - the exploitation
and abuse ofimmigrant workers
in the country."

The SPLC filed the lawsuit
in April 2006. The March rul
ing means that DMSE, ajoint
employer ofthe workers, canbe
held legally liable for any wage

ing, and defamatory" statements
in its news articles, e-mails and
a webcast that featured SPLC
President Richard Cohen.

The SPLC is defending its
comments and accuses the
subsidiary of trying to distract
the court from the real issue at
hand - the plight of the farm
workers. After SPLC lawyers
contended that the DMSE's
claims were without merit, the
company withdrew some of its
arguments. The court has not
ruled on the motion.

In the wake of a court ruling
favoring farmworkers, a sub
sidiary 'of the food giant Del
Monte Fresh Produce is try
ing to silence the Southern
Poverty Law Center by ask
ing a federal court to order
the organization to change its
description of the case on its
website.

The SPLC is representing
hundreds of foreign guest
workers and domestic farm
workers who were cheated out
of their wages while working
for Del Monte Fresh Produce
(Southeast) Inc.(DMSE) in
south Georgia.

In March, a federal judge
ruled that the company cannot
hide behind a middleman labor
contractor to avoid responsibil
ity for the exploitation of farm
workers who plant, harvest and
pack onions for the company.

As SPLC lawyers focused on
moving forward with the case,
DMSE's law firm filed a motion
for a protective order that would
severely limit the SPLC's ability
to communicate about the case
with its members, the media and
the public. It accuses the SPLC
ofmaking "inaccurate, mislead-

Del Monte subsidiary tries
to silence SPLC in lawsuit
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With SPLC's help, deafgirl on track for school success

Brycina McCoy is making progress at Gentry High School after the SPLC got her the services
she needs to succeed.

INDIANOLA, Miss. - Brycina
McCoy hopes to follow in her
mother's footsteps andbecome
a nurse. She's off to a good start
in her junior year at Gentry
HighSchool,with no complaints
about any ofher classes.

But that's quite a change
from earlier years, when her
school life was tumultuous and
her future uncertain.

Brycina,who recently turned
18, was born deaf. She initially
didn't get the technical services
she needed to succeed in school.
"I had to fight for help the whole
time," said her mother, Patricia
McCoy. "When she first started
school, they put her in classes'
for developmentally delayed
children. It was very frustrat
ing for Brycina and me."

Over the years, Brycina's
classmates taunted her, calling
her names. "Little boys were
hitting, kicking and spitting
on her," Patricia McCoy said.
One year, her teacher placed
her desk in the hallway outside
her classroom, further isolat
ing Brycina.

Her school was required
by the federal Individuals
with Disabilities Education
Improvement Act to provide
services to her. But in junior

high, the audio equipment the
.school supplied to help her hear
stopped working.

"She couldn't hear for two
years, and she would leave class
as a result," said SPLC attorney
Courtney Bowie, who took up
Brycina's cause. "When she left
class, she would be paddled.
This happened about
20 times over a year
before we filed our
complaint."

SPLC's representa
tion of the teen is part
of its school-to-prison
pipeline reform efforts.

Even after the SPLC
filed a formal com
plaint on Brycina's be
half, the school system
failed to fix her audio
equipment for more
than a month.

Because Brycina
went years without
adequate services, her
reading level is dra
matically lower than it
should be.

'We're hoping that
she's going to make it to a
6th-grade reading level by the
time she leaves school," Bowie
said. "The child's not mentally
disabled, she's just hearing-

impaired. It's outrageous.
The Indianola school district
strung Patricia McCoy along
for 10 years. I feel so badly for
Brycina."

In April, the school system
agreed to a settlement that en
sures that Brycina gets the cur
riculum andtutorial services she

needs. She recentlybegan three
hour, one-on-one tutorials fo
cusing on science. She also gets
a minimum ofone-hour weekly
sessions using the "Reading to

Read" program, conducted
by the district's teacher of the
hearing-impaired.

In addition, the school sys
tem is to provide appropri
ate transition services to help
Brycina meet her goal ofliving
independently. These include
help with earning a driver's

license, job training and assis
tance in finding employment in
a health-related career.

Additionally, Indianola
must ensure that Brycina

is given every opportunity
afforded her non-disabled
peers to participate in sum
mer enrichment programs.
The school district must have
a school psychologist con
duct a Functional Behavior
Assessment and Behavior
Intervention Plan for Brycina.
Should the psychologist rec
ommend counseling, social
work or other related services,
Indianola must provide these
services from year to year un
til Brycina turns 21. Indianola
cannot use punitive discipline
measures such as corporal
punishment, suspension or ex
pulsion without first contact
ing Patricia McCoy by phone.

"If I hadn't have gotten in
touch with Courtney Bowie,
I don't know where we would
be," said Patricia McCoy, who is
also raising two sons. Born and
reared in Indianola, she con
sidered relocating to another
community to get her daugh
terhelp.

"They labeled me as a bad
parent because I wanted them
to do right by my child," she
said. "The school was letting
kids mess with her, curse her
and call her names. It's been
hard. That's all I can say."
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Dolores Palacio & Morris Dees Stanley Goldstein Harvey Klein Jim Seaton & Dede Norman Selner
Larry Addison Mike Heyl &Roger Ruby N. Graham Ken Knippel Ordin Vinita Seward
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Lqis Kaggen, Ph.D. Mary Kay Ryan Bill Rosenfeld Eddie Vedder
Rebecca Sherr &Nils Isaac Gainsley Miller

Christian Th~ Kaisers Ruth Rosenthal Jenny Vincent
Marc &Elizabeth Diane Mitchum

Kathy Cooper Galanter Michael Kallay Joan Rush Isaac Wasserrnan

Robert Keane
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Joanne B. Cunningham Paul L. Gilbert Sean Kendrick

Jean &Brad Nelson
Philip Russakoff Leon &Freida Wells
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Anthony &Daniel

Alan Sahm James E. Wilson
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In memory of

Benjamin Alden Theodore M. Peter M. Leopold Gerald Roth

Jeremy Gold Amor Feldberg, M.D. Martin Levine Harry Rubin
Shirley A. Andrusia Marc Fine James F. Levy Jacquelyn W.
James H. Arrowood Keith Fingerhut Mrs. Liuzzo Sadler
Kwabena Atiemo Eliot Fremont- Robert C. Lobdell

Peggy Saucedo
David Backman Smith Henry Lohmann

Rita Schaffer
Jim Barnard Sam Fullard Ellen H. Lovell

Earl Baumwell Claude Gasper William N. Lovell
Irving Scharf

George Benston Harry H. Gasson Anne Malone Lester Schweitzer

Fred Bonaker Lilio E. Gattoni David Manas David Serrano

A. W. &M. N. Bork Heidi Geardino Theresa Maravelas Robert L. Shayon

Gerard H. Borstel Allan Goldstein Norman Marcus Charles Shearn

Simeon Braunstein David &Bertha Joe Masone Rosemary Shiras

Morris Breakstone Goldstein Glass James L. McDonald Sheldon Simons
Margaret F. Brodie Charlotte Gothelf Guy McKendry Norman C. Smith
Elynor P. Brown Rufus Griffin Cecil W. Mclinn Denise Solomon
Susan A. Brown Dovey Grossman Norman Miller

Leonard Stein
Charles F. Browning Rafael B. Guerrero Pledge Miller

Milton Stein
Jerry Campfield Nellie G. Hall Prudence Saunders

Dorothy Cathey Cecil K. Harbin Miller
Paul Steinberg

Phyllis Clemenko Leah Harpaz Robert C. Mohr- Edward J. Ste-

Adam S. Clingen- Arthur S. Harris, Jr. bacher ponaitis

peel Detlev Hauck Jean L. Morrell Frederick R.

Leonard t Clymer George H. Hayes Helen Morsani Stewart

Marge Cohen Margot Hoffstadt Irene Morse Geoffrey C. Sturm

Myrtle C. Coolley Lynne Holleuffer Diane Mostow Mr. &Mrs. Harry P.
James A. Cowan Martin D. Hool- Mary P. Mulcahy Taylor
Rejanae E. Coward aghan Edward Murphy Rene Gerald Taylor
Jennie R. Crymp Isaac'Israel loltan Newl}ark

Howard M.
Jennie Davis Lonnie James Leo Newman

Rose N. Davis Bob Jaret Randy Nobles
Thompson II

Sam G. DeDakis Grandma Jean Alison S. Norton
Robert Turner

Carolyn Dees Dolores Joerger Tom Noyes Juan Valdes

David Dellon Barbara L. Johanson Roger O'Neill Ruby L. Waters

Siegfried E. Helen M. Johnson Leon Parker John Weisman

Dengler Irving Kator Jerry Pauker Rabbi Richard A.

Ernest Dickman Barbara Katz Oscar Peon Weiss, DIH.

Margaret Dickson- Marjorie Kellogg Samuel Peyer Ariella Weisz
Schoiler Henry Kellum Sam C. Pointer Keith Weitzman

Hilda Doob Marcy Keno Byron Prusky Charles Wenar
William Dorman Paul Kessler David Revesz

Curly Whitlock
Lillie Douglass Harriet Kodish Michael Rezak's

Leona Drizen Rebe Krigelman Father
David T. Willard

Wilma Dyar Joseph Kuber Louis Rose Joseph & Bella R.

Everett C. Eckings Frank Kucik Evelyn Rosen Winnegrad

Robert G. Ellis Lil La Place . Louis L. Rosen Bruno Wolozyn

Frieda & Irving Bob Lance Nettie Rosenfeld Virginia C. Woolley

Feitelson David Lebowitz David I. Rosin John S. linsser, Jr.

Longtime SPLC supporter meets Dees
Diane McAllister, a longtime SPLC donor who is employed by Palomar Col
lege in California, watches SPLC founder Morris Dees sign her copy of his
autobiography, A Season for Justice. She made a special trip to Montgomery,
Ala., on Sept. 9 to visit the SPLC.
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The Southern Poverty Law Centerpays tribute to the memory ofdeceased supporters
who included the Center in their wills or otherplannedgifts. The Center gratefully

acknowledges their bequests, receivedfrom August1, 200;; through August 31, 2008.
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Margaret Purvine
Sue Rattner
Maurice P. Reback
BurtonReif
Ingrid Reti
Maurice N. Rosenberg
Terry Rosenberg
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Don Ross
Edith Rothchild
Edward G. Row
Doris Sager
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Arthur D. Gatz Jr.
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Dorothy P. Lavendol
Elizabeth S. Lay
Samuel L Levey'
SoIJ. Light
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Miriam H. Lukens
Benjamin Magid
Cathryn Mann
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Virginia A. Martindale 
Reed H. Maxcy
Helen H. Merriam
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Stanley D. Metzger
Jane D. Mook
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Ruth K. Nettleton
Verna Norman .
Connie Osmundson
Jean L. Otero
Helenita S. Pangman
Sarah L Pearlman

Vita BarskyAbt
Clotiele Anderson
Joan Antonucci
John W. Backus
Wallace K. Bailey
Rebekah M. Baitler
Winifred D. Barnes
FrankA Bauckman
Barbara G. Berger
Julian Berk
Rose Bernstein
EricW.Beth
Audrea H. Blanding
Jerome Block
BetsyBlom
Lanelle P. Boyles
Geraldine L. Branton
Sonia Braverman
Edward Raney Browder Jr.
Harley P. Brown
Bessie E. Burton
RosemaryA Butler
Marie A Calderilla
Christopher Canino M.D.
Marjorie Chadbourne
Viola B. Christian
Herbert M. Citrin
DorisClee
Cynthia Cochran
Pennie J. Coffey
Pauline Colbert
Lucretia Cole
Clifford R. Combs
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Virginia Way Cotton
Dorothy DeMars
Charles R. Dunann
Elizabeth Edelmuth
Sylvia B. Eisenberg
Clyde W. Everton
James Fenters
Harland Ferraro
Justine R. Fixel
Betty Fladeland
Dora L. Foster
Dorothy L Garfein

as a preschool for children with
disabilities.

It was one of only two to
three schools in the city to
provide bilingual services for
Chinese preschool students
with disabilities. The center
provides an array of education
and therapeutic services for
young children.

Citrin servedas the school's ex
ecutive director.untiI2006, end
ing a 35-year tenure. During that

time, he would
learn of former
students gradu-
ating from high
school and at
tending college.

"The pa~ents

were veryproud,
and I think
so was Herb,"
McGimsey said.

The savvy
entrepreneur
ultimately dis
covered his
life's calling at

the' center, said Dr. Alan Citrin,
his son.

"He ended up probably losing
money [by founding the cen
ter]," he said. "He had a calling.
He devoted the last third of his
life to it. [The ~enterJ is a ~al ~ I~ ~

legacy to him."
A native New Yorker, Citrin

served in the South Pacific dur
ing World War II in the U.S.
Army Air Corps. He earned a
Purple Heart during his service.
He also assisted with the reset
tlement ofdisplaced persons in
Germany.
. "He was a man with a lot of
energy," McGimsey said. "He
was always able to pick himself
up and keep going."

Herb Citrin could be described
as a man who lived his life to the
.fullest, but he was also a manwho
helped better the lives ofothers.

Citrin was alawyer, entrepre
neur, World War II veteran and
the founder of the East River
Child Development Center in
New York City's Lower East
Side. An SPLC supporter since
1984, he was one of its Partners
for the Future. Partners are
special donors who include the
SPLC in their
wills or estate
plans, thereby
extending their
support for the
SPLC's work
beyond their
lifetimes.

"The SPLC
was so dear to
him," said Jane
McGimsey, his
wife.

Citrin died
Nov. 12, 2007.
He was 86. Herb Citrin

He was impressed by the
SPLC's work against violent Ku
Khix Klan groups, McGimsey
said. He especially liked the
strategy of putting these groups
out of business by winning
multiIlliJti_9A;:,~01,larjuryverdicts
against them.

Citrin's entrepreneurial
spirit led him to several endeav
ors during his life. He was the
owner ofGotham Graphics and
High Spirits Liquor Store, but
his proudest accomplishment
was the development center.

Founded in the early 1970s,
the center fulfilled a need in the
community. It has helped edu
cate countless children, first as
a Montessori school and later

/
,/

LEAVE ALEGACY THROUGH PARTNERS FOR THE FUTURE

YES! I want information about Partners For the Future

City/State/Zip _

E-mailAddress Telephone _

Name(s) Date(s) ofbirth: _

Address _

SPLCenter.org/donate or e-mail us at
plannedgiving@splcenter.org.

If you have already included the
Center in your will or estate plan,
please contact us so we can update our
records. We want to officiallywelcome
you as a Partner for the Future!

For information about the many
planned giving opportunities avail
able at the Center - with no obligation
- please contact our planned giving
department by calling toll-free 1-888
414-7752 or by mailing the form below.
You can also visit us online at www.

o The Center is already included in my will or estate plans. Please welcome me as a Partner for the Future.

o I'm interested in receiving general information about wills and planned giving.
Please send me information on the following specific planned giving opportunities:

oWills 0 Charitable Gift Annuities 0 Insurance Policies 0 Real Estate

o Living Trusts 0 Charitable Remainder Trusts 0 Retirement Plans 0 Securities

orlife insurancepolicies,potentiallygain
ingtax orfinancial benefits.

Mter planning for the financial se
curityofyour family and loved ones, we
hope you will considerjoining Partners
for the Future by making a plannedgift
to the Center.

Partners for the Future is a special
group ofdonors who include the Center
in their estate plans. These supporters
are helping ensure the Center's long
term success. Would you consider join
ingus?

Thereare severalways tojoinPartners
forthe Future. You mayinclude abequest
to the Southern Poverty Law Center in
your will or livingtrust. You mayprovide
for theeventualdistributionofassets, such
as thoseheldin retirementfund accounts

Civil Rights Memorial MAIL TO: PARTNERS FOR THE FUTURE SOUTHERN POVERTY LAW CENTER, P.O. BOX 548 . MONTGOMERY AL 36101-0548
MBJ0810SRORC
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Jena Sixyouths workingto put lives on track

Racial profiling atwork in police confiscation
ofmigrant farmworker's cash, SPLC tells court

Jena Six defendant Jesse Beard (center) meets with his lawyer, Alan Howard (left),
and SPLC President Richard Cohen while visiting the SPLC in August.

keep a portion ofthe assets con
fiscated, critics have questioned
if cash-strapped agencies have
shifted their focus from seizing
drugs to simply seizing money.

The NPR series noted that in
the past four years, assets confis
cated by law enforcement across
the country have ballooned from
$567 million to $1.6 billion. It
also cited cases where law en
forcement took money from in
dividuals even though theywere
not charged with a drug crime.

"This case is important be
cause the Latino community
should not have to worry that
their legitimately earned wages
and dreams of building a home
and better life can be taken away
on a whim," Bauer said.

A specialist in forfeiture
cases, attorney Jason Wollitz,
of Blankenship, Harrelson and
Wollitz, LLC in Birmingham,
Ala., is working with the SPLC
on the case.

Carwin Jones and Bryant R.
Purvis helped present the Video
of the Year award on Black
Entertainment Television's Hip
Hop Awards in October 2007.
However, Jones, of Trout, La.,
and Purvis, who now lives in
north Texas, have been charged
in separate, unrelated fights.
Both have attributed the inci
dents to harassment.

Jones hasbeen reported as liv
ing with family and working at a
hotel to save money for college.

Purvis graduated Hebron
High School in Carrollton,
Texas, where he played basket
ball. He's a freshman at Ranger
College in Texas, a two-year
college he's attending on a bas
ketball scholarship.

Barker, the white student
who was attacked, has earned
his GED and is currently work
ing, according to news reports.
Barker and his family have filed
a civil lawsuit against the Jena
Six, another student, Jena High
School and the LaSalle Parish
School Board. _

Utter said the progreSS"macie
on the criminal cases in the year
since the march is an important
step for returning life to normal
for the Jena Six.

"We've attempted to give
our clients an opportunity to be
young adults and grow up. We
have gotten them out of Jena to
attend school, work and learn to
be responsible adults," he said of
the criminal cases. "Now we are
fighting for a fair trial."

and I worked hard in the fields
to earn it."

Marquez said he spent nine
years saving the moneyto build a
home in Queretero, where most
ofhis family lives.

"It's a long time away before
I could retire, but it has always
been a dream of mine to have
my own home in Queretero to
go to when I am not working,"
he said.

The SPLC has filed a legal
response that asserts the sei
zure was the result of an ille
gal search and the state cannot
prove the money is connected
to drug activity. It also contends
that the confiscation is a viola
tion of the United States and
Alabama constitutions.

The case coincides with a
recent National Public Radio
investigation into the practice
of asset confiscation by law en
forcement. Since law enforce
ment agencies are allowed to

Louisiana High School Athletic
Association in late August.

Theo Shaw has received his
high school diploma and has
started ajob outside ofJena, ac
cording to media reports. Shaw
hopes to earn enough money
to continue his education.

agreed to a plea settlement as
a juvenile. His attorney is still
wrangling with the court over
the length ofhis probation.

Bell is beginning his senior
year at Carroll High School in
Monroe, La., where he made
the honor roll last year. Despite
impassioned pleas from his par~
ents, attorneys and Carroll offi
cials, he was denied an extra sea
son of athletic eligibility by the

were reasons to suspect the cash
was related to illegal drug activ
ity. The money was confiscated,
but Marquez was neither arrest
ed nor charged with any crime.

He was not even
ticketed for a
traffic violation.

On May 14,
the district at
torney's officefor
Baldwin County
asked the circuit
court to issue an
order forfeiting
the money to
the state for law
enforcement
purposes.

"This is the
worst thing that
has happened

to me in almost 20 years I have
been here as a farmworker in
the United States," Marquez
said. "It's an insult that they say
this is drug money. My brothers

station after Bailey was granted
permission by the Georgia High
School Association to play foot
ball this season.

Mychal Bell, the only defen
dant who has been tried in the
beating of Justin Barker, spent
10 months injail and ultimately

Mexican heritage possessing any
significant sum of money must
have obtained it illegally."

After a season of harvest
ing beans in Florida, Marquez,
a legal perma- VI

nent resident, ~

was traveling ~
u

on Interstate 5
10 to Mexico so ~
he could start ~

construction of
a house on land
he had earlier
bought. He car
ried his legiti
mately earned
wages and sav
ings, along with
that ofa brother,
who also worked Victor Marquez
in Florida.

On May 5, a Loxley, Ala., po
lice officer stopped the truck in
which Marquez was a passenger
"for failure to maintain a marked
lane." The officer claimed there

and the Jena community, move cost. This past summer, Beard
on with their lives." traveled to New York, where he

The attack on a white student lived with attorneyAlan Howard
came during a period of racial and interned at his lawfirm.
tension after nooses were hung Robert BaileyJr. is attending
from a tree on the Jena High Shaw High School in Columbus,
School campus. The victim spent Ga., and playing football.
three-hours in the hospital after "He participates in class,
the Dec. 4, 2006, attack. Five he's an A-B student, he's very
of the students were initially respectful and just a genuinely
charged as adults with attempted nice young man," ShawPrincipal
second-degree murder and con- Jim Arnold told a local television
spiracy; the sixth was charged as z

a juvenile. ~

The charges were later re- ~
>

duced to aggravated second- 15
degree battery.

The case generated public out
rage overthegross overchargingof
the JenaSix, and more than 20,000
people marched onthe small town
on Sept. 20, 2007, to protest the
treatment ofthe teens.

A year later, life has taken
some positive turns for several
of,the youths.

"We are proud to see these
young men engaged in positive
act\vities such as education,
athletics and jobs," Utter said.
"By staying focused on positive
things, these young men will be
ready to make a positive contri
bution to our society once their
court cases are over."

The youngest, Jesse Ray
Beard, 16, is attendingCanterbury
School, a private boarding school
in New Milford, Conn. Beard's
share of the Jena Six defense
fund and a scholarship are being
used to payfor the tuition. Money
is being raised for the rest of the

Driving through Alabamawith a
lot ofcash is not a crime. But for
migrant worker Victor Marquez,
it might as well have been.

Marquez was traveling to
his hometown in Queretero,
Mexico, when a police officer
pulled over the truck in which
he was riding and decided to
confiscate almost $20,000,
claiming it was drug money.

Citing racial profiling and
violation of his constitutional
rights, the Southern Poverty Law
Center is representing Marquez
as he tries to recover the money
he accumulated while harvest
ing beans in South Florida for
almost a decade.

"This is literally a case of
highway robbery," said Mary
Bauer, director of the SPLC's
Immigrant Justice Project. "Our
client is the victim ofa campaign
of racial profiling, in which the
state has assumed without
evidence that an individual of

SEEKING JUSTICE

Ayear after thousands ofmarch
ers descended on the small town
of Jena, La., to protest the ra
ciallycharged prosecution ofsix
black youths, the young men are
working to put their lives back
on track.

Several of the students, who
became known as the Jena Six,
have left the town to begin new
lives and attend new schools. Yet
the legal battles stemming from
the incident at the heart of the
case - an attack on a white stu
dent two years ago - remain for
five of these youths.

In early August, the Jena Six
defense team won the recusal
ofthe original judge in the case,
who had demonstrated pre
judgment of the defendants'
guilt. The team is also seeking a
change of venue in the remain
ing cases and the recusal of the
district attorney, who is seeking
to have the previous judge rein
stated to the case.

Judicial system finally working
"The judicial system in Jena,
with a newjudge presiding, is fi
nally working as it should," said
David Utter, an SPLC attorney
who represents the youngest
defendant, Jesse Ray Beard,
and coordinated the defense for
the five youths who have yet to
stand trial. "We are confident
the public will give the J ena Six
the presumption of innocence
they deserve and look forward
to resolving these cases and let
ting these young men, the victim
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