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SPLC chief trial counsel Morris Dees escorts Billy RayJohnson from the Cass County,
Texas, courthouse. On April 20, a jury there awarded $9 million in damages to Johnson,
a mentally disabled black man who was taunted, knocked unconscious and dumped
along a desolate road byfour young white men. See story on page 8.

Shackling ofteenage girls
triggers SPLC ~ction

grant men "molest girls under 12,
although some specialize in boys,
and some in nuns."

After the SPLC demanded a
retraction, Dobbs invited Cohen
and Potok to appear on his show
on May 16 to debate the issue.
Just before the debate, Dobbs pre
sented a taped report that made an
entirely new set of leprosy claims.
This time, Dobbs said that new
cases had "risen" to 166 in 2005. He
insisted that "we did not say there
were [7,000) new cases at any time."
Even if those exact words were not
spoken, the meaning was clear; this
was demonstrated when he ran the
May 7 clip of Romans saying that
"there were about 900 cases of lep
rosy for 40 years. There have been
7,000 in the past three years."

The Intelli- (continued on page 5)

ganizations dominated by white
supremacists and nativists.

Dobbs' reporting about lep
rosy is a case in point. Dobbs and
CNN reporter Christine Romans
said the source of the information
was the late Madeleine Cosman,
who was described by Romans
as "a respected medical lawyer"
- but who, in fact, was an anti
immigrant zealot who also has
claimed that "most" Latino immi-

rications, poisons the national de
bate on immigration. And worse, it
inflames racial and ethnic passions,
encouraging hate and violence to
ward all Latinos in this country."

The SPLC has documented that
the number of hate groups oper
ating in the United States climbed
to 844 in 2006 - a 40 percent rise
since 2000. In just the past two
years, 144 new nativist extremist
groups also have been formed to
harass and intimidate immigrants.
And, according to the FBI, hate
crimes against Latinos rose 23 per
cent between 2003 and 2005.

Dobbs and some others in the
media and politics are regularly
using discredited and inaccurate
information about immigrants
- material that often originates
with far-right ideologues and or-

truth is that there had been just
398 new cases during the period,
an easily verifiable fact.

"This is not just a matter of
journalistic integrity:' said SPLC
President Richard Cohen. "It's a
dangerous situation in which a
powerful media figure is using his
national platform to vilify an entire
group of people. Dobbs' constant,
one-sided reporting, laced with
distortions, exaggerations and fab-

SPLC PresidentRichard Cohen (center) and Intelligence Project Director Mark Potok
appear on "Lou Dobbs Tonight" on May 16.

SPLC urges CNN to retract claim
The SPLC, in the open letter,

then urged CNN to re~ract the
leprosy claim - specifically, that
there had been 7,000 new cases of
the dreaded, but easily treatable,
disease in the United States over
a recent three-year period. The

SPLC challenges Lou Dobbs
on immigration falsehoods
W hat started as a public

challenge to CNN anchor
Lou Dobbs to get his facts straight
has brought national attention to
the SPLC's concern that false pro
paganda is poisoning the debate
about immigration and demon
izing Latinos.

In May, an open letter to CNN,
published by the SPLC in The New
York Times and USA Today, was fol
lowed by a debate with the TV host
on his show in addition to national
news stories and commentaries on
hundreds of Intemet sites.

New York Times columnist
David Leonhardt chronicled the
dust-up, concluding that Dobbs
has a "somewhat flexible relation
ship with reality." Even popular
comedian Stephen Colbert - who
parodies far-right commentators
like Bill O'Reilly on his nightly
show on the Comedy Central net
work - took up the issue, feign
ing agreement with Dobbs about
the threat of immigrants.

The SPLC's Intelligence Report
has long criticized Dobbs for his
one-sided and often inaccurate
reporting on immigrants.

The controversy flared up
anew after Dobbs, while appear
ing on a May 6 segment of the
CBS show "60 Minutes:' defended
a report linking immigrants to a
sharp rise in the number of lep
rosy cases. The next day on his
show, he said he stood "100 per
cent behind it:' and he angrily at
tacked SPLC Intelligence Project
Director Mark Potok, who had
appeared on "60 Minutes" as a
Dobbs critic.

similar to the violations that led to
a consent decree with the U.S. De
partment of Justice (DOJ) in 2003.

"What was done to the girls is
reflective of the culture in these
facilities:' Bedi said. "It's a culture
in which children are treated like
criminals and are not valued. In
many ways, they've given up on
rehabilitating these kids."

News of the shackling out
raged advocates working for re
form of the state's juvenile justice
system. Legislators convened a
special hearing on June 12 to hear
testimony about the abuses. Prior
to the hearing, students, parents
and activists from across the state
gathered on the Capitol steps to
rally for the rights of Mississippi's
incarcerated children and to de
mand the closure of the state's
two juvenile prisons.

Eight adolescent girls were
shackled for 12 hours a day in
May, some for (continued on page 4)

JACKSON, MISS. -The shack
ling of teenage girls at a Mis

sissippi juvenile prison, first ex
posed by the SPLC, has shocked
state officials and prompted calls
for immediate closure of the fa
cility, which has a long history of
abuses.

SPLC attorney Sheila Bedi re
vealed the incident in a June 4
letter demanding that state offi
cials investigate and immediately
rectify abuses, unsafe conditions
and violations of federal law at
Columbia Training School, the
state's juvenile prison for girls.

The Mississippi Department of
Human Services (DHS) launched
a formal investigation, and some
Columbia administrators were
suspended.

Bedi, who heads the SPLC's
Mississippi Youth Justice Project
(MYJP), said that while she was
encouraged that state officials re
sponded rapidly, the problems are

SPLCwins
landmark ruling
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I n recent weeks, many of you
have contacted us to inquire

about our public dispute with
CNN anchor Lou Dobbs. Some of
you asked why we're going to such
lengths to prove Dobbs wrong on
the number of leprosy cases in
the United States (see page 1).
Some ofyou said that you admire
Dobbs and think it's wrong of us
to criticize him so harshly.

I'd like to take this opportu
nity to explain why we're chal
lenging Dobbs' reporting about
immigration.

Dobbs has become an impor
tant media figure over the past
several years. To his credit, he
has been raising many important
economic issues: harmful trade
policies, outsourcing of jobs,
corporate misconduct, outland
ish CEO salaries, the widening
gap between the rich and poor,
and more.
,

Dobbs wrong on immigration
\1 believe he is right to report on

these issues. But on immigration,
Dobbs has gone seriously astray
- appealing to nativist passions
and promoting anti-immigrant
propaganda that, in some cases,
originates with radical white su
premacists. The leprosy issue is a
prime example. It was reported
on Dobbs' show that there were
7,000 new cases of leprosy over a
recent three-year period, the im-

plication being that
Latino immigrants
were spreading
this disease here.
The truth was that
there were just 398
cases during that
period. We've com
piled many other
examples of this
kind of highly in
flammatory - and
false - reporting.

We think it is
dangerous for pow-
erful journalists like Dobbs
to demonize entire groups of
people - regardless of their le
gal status in our country. More
than three-fourths of undocu
mented 'immigrants are from
Mexico or other Latin American
countries - a fact that Dobbs
understands. His relentless crit
icism of them has the practical
impact of demeaning all Lati
nos, the largest minority group
in our country.

The virulent, anti-immigrant
fervor we are seeing in our coun
try has been repeated throughout
our history. This vilification has
been directed at Catholics, Jews,
southern Europeans, Asians and
other groups. Each time, media
and political figures have played
key roles in whipping up this hys
teria. During Jim Crow days, the
same types of things being said

now about immi
grants were used
to smear blacks.

We're not say
ing there are no
problems associ
ated with uncon
trolled migration
from Mexico and
other Latin Ameri
can countries.
Likewise, we're not
suggesting Dobbs
is a racist or that

he intentionally fo
ments hate and violence toward
immigrants. But we believe his re
porting and editorial comments,
along with the anti-immigrant
vitriol coming from the mouths
of other commentators and poli
ticians, do just that.

Hate groups favor Dobbs.
It is no coincidence that Dobbs

is the favorite pundit of the Coun
cil of Conservative Citizens, a
white supremacist group that has
described blacks as a "retrograde
species of humanity." In a CCC
website poll, Dobbs was favored
by a three-to-one margin over
Sean Hannity and a six-to-one
margin over Bill O'Reilly, who
has more than twice Dobbs' audi
ence. He's also routinely lionized
on Stormfront.org, a white su
premacist web forum with more
than 100,000 members.

On May 16, I appeared on "Lou
Dobbs Tonight:' along with Mark
Potok, our Intelligence Project di
rector, to debate the leprosy issue
and talk about our broader cri
tique of Dobbs. Afterward, along
with the many, mostly supportive
e-mails from our members, we
received an unusual volume of
hate mail - some of it too re
pugnant to repeat here, some of
it threatening.

One person wrote: "We will
witness the end of the SLP Cen
ter because I think you fail to
see the following that this man
has. Thousands would die in the
street for Lou and that is not a
joke. You are asking for trouble
from me and the American peo
ple!" Another wrote: "Thanks
for promoting the interests of
trash mud people from around
the world at the expense of white
people.... "

Because fighting such intol
erance and hate is at the core of
our work, we believe it is critically
important to confront Dobbs and
others who inflame racial and
ethnic passions, whether they in
tend to or not. Throughout the
Center's history, we've taken on
unpopular causes because of our
convictions. We'll continue to do
so, even if it makes us unpopu
lar and exposes us to threats. We
deeply appreciate all those who
stand with us.
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I just received the box of items I ordered
from you and thank you, thank you, thank
you! I viewed the Mighty Times video with my
4th grade class - theyhaven't been that quiet all
year! I love the posters and plan to implement
a "Teaching Tolerance Through Art" program
next fall. The guided reading books are won
derful, as is the songbook and CD I received.

I have gotten so many useful ideas from
your website and magazine for my diverse
classroom. I can't thank you enough.

P. S.
Carpentersville, Illinois

I just received my wonderful, wonderful,
wonderful copy of Rhinos and Raspberries.
This amazing little book will change forever
the way I teach tolerance and respect for
others. I cannot thank you enough for this
brilliantly conceived book! ... It will be in
the hands of our children every single day,
and it will change attitudes - and perhaps
lives. Thank you, thank you, thank you. This
is one of the most important teaching tools
I have ever received.

J. M.
Portland, Oregon

We just received our latest materials 
the "One World" poster set and the two
books. I have to tell you I cried. I can't imag
ine the work and expense that goes into just
the distribution of this kind of material. I
want you to know how much we appreciate
it. They will be used in our very poor urban
mission church.

In the "church" business, it is almost im
possible to find progressive, inclusive, ac
cepting curriculum to use with our children
and youth. That is why I write my own 
and why I always go to Teaching Tolerance
first for my resources.

P. D.
Cincinnati, Ohio

Thank you so much for your work ex
posing the horrors of the guestworker sys
tem. Once again, the Center is doing work
on the issues I really care about. I'm so glad
to be able to offer my support.

R.K.
Middletown, Connecticut

I commend Morris and all of you for
your tremendous work over the year. I
especially want to commend you on your
more recent work for immigrants. This
is the new front on the civil rights battle
- and it is international in scope (like
most everything else in the 21 st century.)
Keep it up.

J. B.
Iowa

I am a teacher with little means to give,
but I maintain my Center membership be
cause I value the outstanding free teaching
materials and all your legal and intelligence
work. Your work directly impacts me and
my 8th grade U.S. history students here in
Colorado. It is easy for my kids to think that
the work ofcivil rights is done, because they

are such good and kind people, and impor
tant laws were passed in the 1960s. Their
naivete actually gives me hope.

On the other hand, I have to present them
with the reality of our nation in the 2151 cen
tury. Thank you for helping us know that we
can never let our guard down against intol
erance and hatred. Perhaps, due to all our
good work and constancy, someday we will
be able to put hatred behind us.

M.B.
Fort Collins, Colorado

My college sociology students have just
completed a critical writing assignment
on hate crimes. I brought up your web
site on the SmartBoard and showed them
how to navigate the site. Some asked if
they could use other sources, but several
others asked why would anyone want to
when this site "had it all"! I know now by
reading their papers that most all did use
SPLC Intelligence Report links, and all the
papers were excellent!

Thanks for providing so much needed,
useful and timely materials. My students
are now a small group of American citi
zens who know about Ranch Rescue, the
Minuteman Project, KKK as a current
movement, and the somewhat dying Mili
tia Movement. Sometimes when I talk, they
think I'm crazy. Seeing what I talk about
on a website helps them to "own" it. From
a teacher, I say thanks!

M.B.
Grantsburg, Illinois
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Nominations sought for Morris Dees Justice Award

Intelligence Report exposes
anti-Semitic college professor

FAYETTEVILLE, N.C. - Two para
troopers stationed at Fort Bragg
were arrested June 4 and charged
with selling stolen government
property, including body armor
and drugs. They planned to sell
the goods, plus a stolen Hum
vee and a 105 mm howitzer, to a
man they believed to be a white
supremacist. But the man with
whom they were doing business
was an undercover FBI agent.

During a June 12 detention
hearing, a federal magistrate ruled
that Joffee "Trey" Cross and Ja
son Niewoit were a flight risk and
should continue to be confined in
the Durham County jail.

A year ago, the SPLC published
a report revealing an alarming in
crease in racist extremists active
in the military. SPLC 'President
Richard Cohen wrote a letter urg
ing the Bush administration to
immediately investigate the prob
lem and enforce a zero-tolerance
policy, but he received a dismis
sive response.

Niewoit is an 18-year-old from
Michigan. Cross, a 21-year-old pri
vate from Houston, had aMySpace
page on the Internet that was rife
with references to Nazis and racist
rants from his network of friends.

A dozen years ago, three sol
diers at Fort Bragg - James
Burmeister, Malcolm Wright and
Randy Meadows - were charged
in connection with the racially
motivated murders of two black
people in Fayetteville. All three
were racist skinheads.

Iieves "the Jewish race" is working
to overthrow Christian society.

Soldiers charged with thefts

• • •They said it

"Are we going to force the Jews to apologize for killing Christ?"

- Virginia Rep. FRANK HARGROVE (R-Hanover), in remarks
that prompted angry rebukes, speaking on the statehouse floor Jan.
16 against a proposed state apology for slavery

"[Clivil rights ... is a racket that is used to exploit primarily
heterosexual, Christian, white males' birthright and ... give it to
people who didn't qualify for it."

- Host MICHAEL SAVAGE, speaking on Jan. 15, Martin Luther
King Jr. Day, on Talk Radio Network's "The Savage Nation"

Lt. Cmdr. John Sharpe Jr. was re
moved from his position as public
affairs officer for the aircraft car
rier USS Carl Vinson and placed
under investigation by military
authorities in March after the
SPLC revealed his involvement
with radical anti-Semitic groups.

The extremist activities of
the 1993 Naval Academy gradu
ate were first revealed in an ex
pose in the Winter 2006 edition
of the Intelligence Report, which
explored the "radical tradition
alist Catholic" movement in the
United States.

The Intelligence Report article
detailed Sharpe's involvement
with the Legion of St. Louis and
IHS Press, both now listed by
the SPLC as hate groups. The ar
ticle also noted that Sharpe was
a vendor at the 2006 conference
of American Renaissance, a racist
publication, where he sold ma
terials at a table next to a vendor
hawking "White Power" T-shirts.

Sharpe was suspended after a
reporter for Port Folio Weekly of
Norfolk, Va., where the Carl Vin
son is based, asked military offi
cials if Sharpe's activities violated
military regulations that prohibit
active duty personnel from partic
ipating in "any organization that
espouses supremacist causes:'

Sharpe remains on adminis
trative leave, and his extremist
activities continue. At press time,
he was still scheduled to speak
at an August conference of the
anti-Semitic St. Benedict Center,
a New Hampshire group that be-

Naval officer relieved
of duty for extremist
activitiesty" between Jews and gentiles could

be reestablished by discriminating
against Jews in college admissions
and establishing taxes to reduce
"the Jewish advantage" in wealth.

MacDonald is not only an anti
Semitic theorist; he has become
an activist in white supremacist
organizations, even meeting with

a moderator of the
neo-Nazi website
Stormfront.org in his
university office. Mac
Donald was awarded
$10,000 by one rac
ist outfit for his anti
Semitic research and
was appointed as an
adviser by another.
These activities make
a mockery of a dis
claimer on MacDon

ald's website that says, "nothing on
this website should be interpreted
to suggest that I condone white ra
cial superiority, genocide, Nazism,
or Holocaust denial:'

For years, MacDonald defend
ed his research as apolitical and
scientific, but that defense fell
apart in 2000, when he testified
on behalf of Holocaust denier
David Irving in Irving's libel trial.
Irving sought out MacDonald's
expert testimony on how Jews
work as a group to harm those
who criticize them. Last Decem
ber, after the Intelligence Report
began its investigation of him,
MacDonald dropped the defense
altogether and declared his dislike
for Jews on his website.

Because the CSULB system bans
classroom reviews, the university
has no way ofknowing what Mac
Donald teaches, though his course
website cites the work of notori
ous race scientists. The university
refuses to provide an alternate in
structor for students worried that
MacDonald's beliefs may impact
their grades. The reluctance of
the university to take any action
means that CSULB's child devel
opment majors will likely have to
make their way through his classes
for some time to come.

Jews 'driven to destroy societies'
From an office inside the

bunker-like, six-story psychology
building, MacDonald pumps out
pages and pages of material on
how Jews are genetically driven to
destroy Western societies. Accord
ing to MacDonald, who considers
himself an evolutionary psycholo
gist, Jews, who have typically been
in the minority in countries around
the world, are compelled by an evo
lutionary strategy that makes them
push for liberal policies, like.immi
gration and diversity, with the in
tent of weakening the power of the
majority that rules them.

MacDonald goes beyond stan
dard anti-Semitism, blaming the
death of millions on "the failure of
Jewish assimilation into European
societies" and suggesting that "pari-

threatening his fellow psychology
professors with potential civilli
ability for endangering his aca
demic freedom.

CSULB is not the first campus
to employ an academic racist on
its professorial staff. What makes
MacDonald's case unique - and
extremely worrying - is that he
was able to reach the
heights of his pro- ~

~fession, securing a
post on the executive
council of the profes
sional body for evo
lutionary psycholo
gists, all the while
producing suspect
and unscientific re
search. His work on
Jewish evolutionary Kevin B. MacDonald

psychology made it
into peer-reviewed publications
and Was taken seriously by many
academics. At CSULB, MacDon
ald sailed through his post-tenure
review and was awarded sabbati
cals and choice committee as
signments. For the 2006-2007
school year, some six years after
MacDonald's anti-Semitism was
made public, he was selected for
the campus' Scholarly and Cre
a~veActivities Committee.

Professor acclaimed by neo-Nazis
MacDonald is acclaimed in neo

Nazi circles for his three-volume set
of books on Jews - "the most im
portant books of the last 100 years;'
according to the neo-Nazi National
Vanguard Books - that are replac
ing Hitler's Mein Kampfas a com
prehensive reference guide for why
Jews destroy Western societies.

The Intelligence Report's inves
tigation of MacDonald prompted
his department to pass resolutions
opposing the use of academic
research by hate groups and ap
plauding democracy - the first
actions taken at CSULB in re
sponse to MacDonald's anti-Sem
itism. As a result of the story, the
journal Sexuality & Culture was
asked to remove MacDonald from
its editorial board, and MacDon
ald is being pressured to discuss
his "research" in a campus forum.

The CSULB administration has
supported MacDonald, refusing
to speak out against his views, in
the name of academic freedom. A
vigorous discussion of MacDon
ald's research by faculty members
on a CSULB e-mail list, prompted
by the Intelligence Report's investi
gation, was ultimately shut down
by the university.

MacDonald is making life
tough for his colleagues, who
can no longer criticize him on
university e-mail lists. After an
investigator with the Intelligence
Report began contacting profes
sors for comment about him last
fall, MacDonald sent out a notice

. LONG BEACH, CALIF. - The
SPLC's recent expose of an

anti-Semitic psychology professor
in California has ignited a heated
debate among his peers about the
limits and responsibilities of aca
demic freedom.

In April, the SPLC's Intelligence
Report published a story about
Kevin B. MacDonald, who is the
only psychology instructor avail
able to students majoring in child
development at California State
University, Long Beach (CSULB).

Nominations are now being
accepted for the 2007 Mor

ris Dees Justice Award, an honor
jointly sponsored by a renowned
international law firm and the Uni
versity ofAlabama School of Law.

The award will be presented to
a lawyer who has devoted himself
or herself to justice and the pub
lic service of others and whose
work has brought about positive
change in the community, state
or nation. Nominations must be
submitted by July 30.

Dees, who founded the South
ern Poverty Law Center with Joe
Levin in 1971, graduated from
the University of Alabama law

school in 1960.
"We consider Morris Dees to

be one of our most distinguished
law graduates;' said Dean Ken
neth C. Randall. "His career has
been a driving force in our state's
and nation's pursuit of justice and
equality for all people."

The law firm, Skadden Arps
Meagher & Flom, is one of the
leading law firms in the world,
with 22 offices and about 2,000
lawyers. Skadden is known for its
support ofpublic interest law and
service, primarily through the
Skadden Fellowship Program.

The award ceremony will take
place on November 15 at an event

at Skadden's New York office.
Dees will deliver the award, and
legendary Alabama blues musi
cian Willie King will entertain.

The nomination form is
available online at www.Mor
risDeesAward.com. A dis
tinguished committee of 12,
including Immigrant Justice
Project Director Mary Bauer,
will select the winner.

Last year's award went to Judge
William Wayne Justice of Texas
for his lifelong efforts to protect
civil rights and safeguard consti
tutional rights, including more
than 30 years of service as a fed
eral district judge.

"One wanted to kick me in the uterus until 1 couldn't have chil
dren. Others have all kinds of really lewd and awful threats....
[I]f the goal of these people was to scare me, it worked."

- Arizona Rep. KYRSTEN SINEMA (D-Phoenix), describing
in the Jan. 30 issue ofThe Arizona Republic the rape and death
threats she received after proposing a bill that would have outlawed
armed civilian border patrol groups

"I was going to have a few comments on the other Democratic
presidential candidate John Edwards, but it turns out you have
to go into rehab ifyou use the word 'faggot'."

- Columnist ANN COULTER, in a March 2 speech to the Conser
vative Political Action Conference that was denounced by CPAC's
main host, the American Conservative Union, and several Repub
lican presidential candidates, and resulted in several newspapers
canceling her column
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New teaching kit wins top award for SPLC
Irina Y. Starovoytova, a teacher ofEnglish and American studies at Tombov School #6 in Russia, is among 30,000 teachers who have
received a free copy ofRhinos and Raspberries: Tolerance Tales for the Early Grades. The teaching kit, the SPLC's newest, won the
prestigious Golden Lamp Award from the Association ofEducational Publishers on June 12. It is the organization's top award.

Failures documented
Under the consent decree, a

court-appointed monitor has is
sued quarterly reports on reforms
at the schools that document a
long list of failures. In the most re
cent report, the monitor noted that
reforms have stalled and expressed
grave concerns about inadequate
~ealth care and suicide prevention.

Bedi said the training schools
are dangerous to children and a
terrible waste of resources. She
described them as "state-funded
child abuse:' with taxpayers pay
ing $600 per day, per child, to
house them there.

"Let's hope this incident gets
some real reforms and help for our
state's troubled teens:' Bedi said.

• Sleep deprivation by keeping
lights in the girls' sleeping quar
ters turned on all night.

One particularly disturbing
incident was the s~xual assault
of one girl by three others in her
cottage. The assault occurred on
a Saturday. Columbia staffers
were told the following Monday,
but the assaulted girl did not get
a pelvic exam until Tuesday. She
was never taken to a hospital.

Removed from her cottage, os
tensibly for her own protection,
the assaulted girl has not spoken
with her mother for many weeks.
Columbia staffers, including a
doctor, told her it was better if
her mother didn't know what had
happened to her.

Columbia and Oakley Training
School, which houses boys, have
operated under the DOJ consent
decree since 2005, when the state
settled lawsuits alleging wide
spread physical abuse of youths.
A DOJ investigation in 2003 re
vealed shocking conditions at the
two facilities.

Abuses outlined in the DOJ
report included pole-shackling,
hog-tying with chains and physi
cal assault by guards. During
military exercises, children were
sprayed with chemicals to make it
more difficult for them to breathe
and forced to eat their own vomit
if they became sick after hours of
exertion and heat exposure.

Guards asked for sexual favors
A 16-year-old girl, who was

among those shackled, told the
House Juvenile Justice Commit
tee that guards asked teens for
sexual favors and shared cigarettes
with them. She witnessed a guard
spraying one student with pepper
spray during an argument and saw
guards sharing state cell phones
with teens wanting to call friends.

One lawmaker, Rep. Erik
Fleming, D-Jackson, questioned
whether shackles were necessary.
to prevent girls from escaping at
an institution with 127 employees
and only 33 inmates.

In her letter to the DHS, Bedi
described the shackling and out
lined a litany of additional prob
lems gleaned from confidential
interviews with girls at Columbia.

"From our interviews, it is ap
parent that Columbia has failed
to protect girls from harm and
has repeatedly violated girls' con
stitutional rights," Bedi wrote.

The girls described a wide
range of abuses by Columbia
staffers, including:

• Allowing dangerous condi
tions that enable suicidal girls to
harm themselves;

• Failure to provide mental
health services to suicidal chil
dren in a timely manner;

• Verbal abuse and staff indif
ference;

•Denial of family contact when
a girl's counselor is on vacation;

• Punishment of girls for re
fusing to attend three mandatory
church services a week; and,

(continued from page 1) more than
a week and one nearly a month,
because another student falsely
reported that the girls planned to
escape. The girls suffered bruises
from tripping while shackled as
well as blisters and cuts on the
back of their feet. They were freed
only when they slept or showered.

Eventually, the girl who
claimed an escape was planned
admitted she made up the story,
and the shackled girls were re
leased. None had ever received
any We of hearing to determine
the truth of the claim.

Shackling ofgirls
triggers SPLC action

Students from across Mississippi rally on the state Capitol steps in Jackson, Miss., in sup
port ofclosing the state prison for juvenile girls. The event was organized as partofthe
SPLC's fight to reform juvenile justice in the state.

our group, but for all guestwork
ers in the U.S."

The SPLC and its co-counsels
filed the lawsuit in August 2006,
alleging that defendants violated
the FLSA when the company
failed to reimburse the workers
for the inflated costs of their trip
to New Orleans, including airfare,
visa processing costs and other
travel expenses.

Following Hurricane Katrina, the
defendants applied to the U.S. De
partment of Labor (DOL) to bring
in guestworkers, certifying that there
were no U.S. workers willing or able
to do the job. Recruiters promised
40-hour workweeks and plenty of
overtime. Instead, workers found
themselves working about 25 hours
a week and sometimes far less, with
no way to pay back the debt they
had incurred.

In addition to the SPLC, the
plaintiffs are represented by the
National Immigration Law Cen
ter and civil rights attorney Tra
cie Washington, president of the
Louisiana Justice Institute. They
are also working with the Alliance
of Guestworkers for Dignity, a
project of the New Orleans Work
ers' Center for Racial Justice.

Attorney Marielena Hincapie,
director of programs with the Na
tional Immigration Law Center,
praised the workers who "orga
nized themselves and courageous
ly came forward to demand that
they enjoy the same protections
under U.S. labor laws. In doing so,
they have exposed the almost non
existent monitoring by the DOL
and the lax labor law enforcement
that plagues the current H-2A and
H-2B visa system."

many other employers across the
hurricane-wracked Gulf Coast
and throughout the nation - are
taking advantage of the guest
worker program to obtain cheap
labor.

Ruling is important precedent
The ruling in Castellanos

Contreras, et al., v. Decatur Hotels
LLC, et al., is an important prec
edent for the more than 100,000
H-2B guestworkers who enter the
United States legally each year. It
addresses one of the worst abuses
in a system that many guestwork
ers describe as modern-day slav
ery. It also comes at a critical time,
as Congress and the White House
are negotiating immigration legis
lation that could include a massive
new temporary worker program.

'Lured by false promises made
by' aggressive labor recruiters
working for Decatur, about 300
guestworkers from Bolivia, Peru
and the Dominican Republic each
paid between $3,500 and $5,000
for their jobs. Many sold assets or
plunged their families into debt,
only to find themselves held cap
tive by a visa program that ties
them to one employer.

"I worked in Mr. Quinn's ho
tels for next to nothing because
I had to earn enough money
to make back what I paid to get
here," said Daniel Castellanos
Contreras, plaintiff in the case
and worker leader in the Alli
imce of Guestworkers for Dignity.
"Even though I was so tired at the
end of the day, I would go to the
meetings at night to help bring
this lawsuit because I knew that
this was important, not just for

Employers must reimburse workers
The ruling means that employ

ers must reimburse H-2B workers
for the fees they pay for travel and
associated costs. Guestworkers
are typically required to pay fees
ranging from as little as $500 to
upwards of $10,000.

"The systematic abuse of
guestworkers, who are mostly
poor, begins in their home coun
tries, where they are forced deeply
into debt to pay outrageous fees
simply for the right to work for
less than a year at a time in the
United States," said Mary Bauer,
director of the SPLC's Immigrant
Justice Project. "This puts them in
a desperate situation if their em
ployer cuts their hours or abuses
them in other ways, because un
der U.S. law, they cannot seek al
ternative employment."

The defendants in the case,
Decatur Hotels LLC and its presi
dent, F. Patrick Quinn III - like

SPLC wins landmark
decision in New Orleans
guestworker lawsuit
N EW ORLEANS -A landmark

decision in a federal lawsuit
brought by the Southern Poverty
Law Center (SPLC) will provide
relief to thousands of legal, for
eign guestworkers who typically
are forced to pay exorbitant fees
to obtain low-wage, temporary
jobs in the United States.

U.S. District Judge Eldon E.
Fallon ruled May 15 that non-ag
ricultural guestworkers who come
to the United States under H-2B
visas are entitled to the same pro
tection under the federal Fair La
bor Standards Act (FLSA) that all
other workers in the United States
enjoy. The judge has not ruled on
damages.
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Center president testifies for 'cold case' act

SPLC President Richard Cohen and Rita Schwerner Bender, widow ofslain civil rights worker Michael
Schwerner, converse while waiting to testify in support ofthe Emmett TiU Unsolved Civil Rights Crime Act

in our efforts to resolve them:'
In 1989, the Southern Poverty

Law Center built and dedicated the
Civil Rights Memorial in Mont
gomery, Ala., to honor the lives

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Appear
ing before two congressional

subcommittees in June, SPLC Presi
dent Richard Cohen urged lawmak
ers to put their full weight behind
legislation aimed at solving civil
rights "cold cases:' I

The Emmett Till Unsolved ~
""Civil Rights Crime Act (HR 923) ~
~would create special units within

the Department of Justice (DOn
and the FBI to investigate and
prosecute unsolved civil rights
era slayings. It is sponsored by
Rep. John Lewis, the Georgia con
gressman who withstood several
bloody beatings during the civil
rights movement.

'We should leave no stone unturned'
In his June 12 testimony, Cohen

acknowledged the difficulties that
the passage of time has created in
pursuing these cases but said "we
should not let those difficulties 
the product of our country's ne
glect and failure - be an excuse
for not doing what we can now.
Some of the cases that are today
considered 'cold' may turn out to
have some burning embers, and
we should leave no stone unturned

and memories of 40 martyrs of the
modern-era civil rights movement.

"At the time the Memorial was
dedicated, the killers in most of
the Gases chronicled on it had not
been, prosecuted or convicted,"
Cohen said. "Today, many cases
still cry out for justice. For this

reason, the Memorial serves as a
reminder - not only of the sacri
fices made during the civil rights
era - but also of its injustices."

In the years since the Memo-

rial's dedication, six people have
been convicted for deaths chron
icled on it.

"Over the years there have been
sporadic efforts to prosecute some
of the civil rights-era slayings that
were ignored at the time;' Cohen
said. "But there has never been the

kind of sustained, national effort
that is called for. Ifwe are to address
these injustices before it is too late
- before they become permanent
scars on our nation's history - it

is essential that Congress
pass legislation mandat
ing a well-coordinated
and well-funded effort
to investigate and pros
ecute unsolved crimes
from the civil rights era:'

In addition to the
martyrs identified on the
Memorial, Cohen said re
search done while creat
ing the Memorial uncov
ered the names of more
than 70 other people who
died violendy during the
civil rights era. Their
names were not added
because their deaths did
not meet the criteria es

tablished for inclusion on the Me
morial or because not enough was
known about the circumstances of
their deaths. In many cases, the kill
ings were never fully investigated in
the first place, and often lawenforce
ment officials were involved in the
killings or subsequent cover-ups.

In February, the Center pro
vided the FBI its files on those
cases after learning of the FBI's
"cold case" initiative.

The legislation - named for 14
year-old civil rights martyr Emmett
Till- would authorize $1l.5 mil
lion annually to fund the investiga
tions and require the DOJ and the
FBI to report annually to Congress
on their progress. The Emmett Till
Act would also provide funding for
a Community Relations Service
within the DOJ to work with local
communities to solve these crimes.

Also testifying on the panel
that included Cohen were Myrlie
Evers Williams, widow of slain
NAACP leader Medgar Evers;
Rita Schwerner Bender, widow of
slain civil rights worker Michael
Schwerner; and Douglas Jones,
who successfully prosecuted two
of the Klansmen responsible for
killing Addie Mae Collins, Denise
McNair, Carole Robertson and
Cynthia Wesley at Birmingham's
Sixteenth Street Baptist Church
in 1963. Medgar Evers, Michael
Schwerner and the four girls are
among the 40 martyrs listed on
the Civil Rights Memorial.

Center challenges
popular COll1ll1entator
(continued from page 1) gence Project
has documented a number of oth
er inaccuracies in Dobbs' reporting
(see story below). Dobbs also has
repeatedly used dubious sources
in his show's reporting and given
legitimacy to individuals and or
ganizations that make inaccurate
and unsupported claims about
immigration.

For example, Chris Simcox,
co-founder of the Minuteman
Project and a top anti-immigra
tion leader, has appeared some 20
times on Dobbs' show. But Dobbs
has never reported Simcox's out
landish claim that he has seen the
Chinese army secretly maneuver
ing along the U.S.-Mexico bor
der or that he is a member of the
speakers' bureau of the extreme
right John Birch Society. In ad
dition, Glen Spencer, head of the
American Patrol - regarded as a
hate group by the SPLC and other

experts on extremism - has been
interviewed on the show at least
twice. Spencer promotes the idea
that the Mexican government is
involved in a secret plot to take
over the Southwest. He has also
predicted that "thousands will
die" in a forthcoming Mexican
invasion. Dobbs did not mention
the criticism of Spencer's group
or the fact that he has spoken at
other hate group gatherings.

The SPLC has tried to educate
Dobbs about the white suprema
cists within the anti-immigration
movement and their propaganda.
In 2004, Dobbs sent a team of pro
ducers and reporters to the SPLC
headquarters. They spent a day
with staffers from the Intelligence
Project, who provided them de
tailed information about extremists
in the anti-immigrant movement.
But the SPLC's warnings, appar
endy, fell on deaf ears.

.....- .....-~~--------------~-------~~-~-----~ IIII t;;
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SPLC details guestworker abuse to Congress
Mary Bauer, director ofthe SPLC's ImmigrantJustice Project and author ofthe recent report Close to Slavery: Guestworker Programs
in the United States, testifies at a U.S. House ofRepresentatives hearing on June 7 in Washington, D.C. She focused on abuses in the
recruitment ofguestworkers and the abuses guestworkers suffer on the job in the U.S. Close to Slavery, released in mid-March, has gen
erated lively discussion on Capitol Hill and throughout the country. Many SPLC supporters who have seen it have requested additional
copies to distribute in their communities. The report can be downloaded at http://www.splcenter.orgllega/lguestreport/index.jsp.

Lou Dobbs' questionable reporting

Over the past several years,
Lou Dobbs has continu

ally reported misleading, if not
downright inaccurate, "facts" re
lated to immigration. His show
has also welcomed individuals
and groups, like the Minutemen,
whose agendas are tinged with
racism. Here are examples.

• On Nov. 4, 2003, Dobbs'
said "illegal aliens" are "taking
up a third of the cells in our fed
eral penitentiaries." The reality:

The Government Accountabil
ity Office reported in 2005 that
27 percent of federal inmates
in 2004 were immigrants - in
cluding those here legally. Dobbs
often covers crime issues relat
ing to undocumented persons,
but several studies debunk the
notion that there is a relatively
high level of criminality among
undocumented immigrants.

• On Oct. 30, 2003, a Dobbs
reporter claimed that a Nation-

al Academy of Sciences report
showed an economic loss of up to
$10 billion from immigration. The
report actually showed that immi
grants caused a net gain in the U.S.
gross national product of between
$1 billion and $10 billion.

• On May 19, 2006, Dobbs had
on as a guest Robert Rector, a senior
research fellow from the Heritage
Foundation, discussing his recent
report about the number of im
migrants that would come to the
U.S. if the McCain-Kennedy im
migration reform bill, then under
consideration by the Senate, were to

be passed. Dobbs said, "Your initial
report suggested well over 100 mil
lion over the next 10years:'Though
Dobbs noted that the White House
disputed Rector's numbers, Dobbs
supported Rector's research, telling
him, "thank you for paying close
attention:' As to Rector's numbers,
they defy logic. As demographers
quickly pointed out, his minimum
figure of 100 million is equal to al
most the entire current population
ofMexico.

• On May 23, 2006, CNN corre
spondent Casey Wian referred to
Mexican President Vicente Fox's

visit to the U.S. as a "Mexican mil
itary incursion." Wian went on to
say that Fox's trip could be called
"the Vicente Fox Azdan tour;' re
ferring to the conspiracy theory,
popular among anti-immigration
zealots, that Mexico is plotting to
"re-conquer" theAmerican South
west. As Wian spoke, a graphic
appeared on the screen - a map
of the United States highlighting
the seven southwestern states that
Mexico supposedly covets and
calls ''Aztlan:' It was prominendy
sourced to the hate group Council
of Conservative Citizens.
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TRIBUTE GIFTS RECEIVED BY THE CENTER FROM MARCH 2007 THROUGH MAY 2007

Sharon Affinati

Mohamed Ahmed

Carter J. Alley
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Gloria Anderson

Lisa Anderson
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James Cownie

Roy Dale

Clarence Dart .

Morris Dees

Rita Dove
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Lany J. Gelber
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Syd Golston

Mrs. Lee S. Gomez

Denise Gould

Mr. &Mrs. John Greenman

Patt Gross

Jerry Gumbiner

Joan Hafer

Norm Haglund

Robert Hamilton

Mr. & Mrs. Roy A. Hammer
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&Jennie Harrison

Penny Hartzell-Arnold

Nancy Hauer

Ethan Hausser
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Rebecca Herman

Eric Hiller

Marie Holst

Marvin Holz

Milton L. Olive III

Bernie &Mimi Isaacs

Ben Jacobstein & Helen
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Billy Ray Johnson
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Rinzee L. Stansberry, Jr.

Monroe Kaufman

Jane C. Keller

Ruth Kingsberg

Kelly Kite

Harris Kleyman

George Koelzer

Richard P. Korf

Ruthie Kovnat

IN HONOR OF IN MEMORY OF

Heather Leavitt Robert Ruhnke Edward Abrams Sam Dorfman Eddie L. Jones Robert Metz Martin Silverman

Katherine Leavitt Maxine F. Salamon Herman &Rose Adams Dorothy Draper Richard Jones Joyce Miller Charles (Buddy) Sims

Samuel Lefebre Estelle Saltzman Blane Anderson Dudley Barbara Jordan Phillip Miller Edwin Slusarczyk
Harvey L. Lewis Ebin Sandler Michael J. Andre Shirla Edwards Edwin E. Raymond, Jr. Deborah Mitrani Mrs. Boots Lewis Smith
Sol Lewitt Teia M. Santoro

Ruth Andress Winnie Edwards Percival Harris, Jr. Arthur Monheit Mary Anne Smith
Lynne Lindquist Jerry Jensen &Richard

Clyde Anglin Adrien T. Egan
Mabel M. Kalis Earl "Bud" Morgan Lawrence Sokoloff

Charles G. Lineberry Abe Averback Marvin EpsteinSauer Michael Kammerer Raymond Silverman's Susan Southwick
Norman Horowitz, M.D. John Backus Sylvia F. Evans

Barbara SChindel Alex Kaplan Mother Jack Springer
Chris Madsen

Alan Baird Edward J. Farrell
Mark Schlesinger Georgiana M. Baker Marion W. Farrell Martin Karduna .Alexander Moyer Phyllis Starr

April M. Mahnkopf
David Schwartz Jessie Barbash Elizabeth Kaufman Anthony Munoz Larry Steeb

Paul B. Martin Scott Carlson's Father
Jed Sekoff &Celeste Sekoff Rudolf Baum

Lillian Ferris Keith Kaufman Delores Murrey Sheldon Stern
Mami Hayashida &Daniel

Wynn Sheade Eileen Belmont
Leonard Feuchs Martin Luther King, Jr. Rachel Nasca Patricia Lee Graves

Mason
Sandra Siegmund Olga Bernholz

Joe Field Jerry King Lovina Nastor Stewart
Jill Matson Dom Bernson
Frank Matthews

Jerry Silberberg &Joan William M. Foster Phyllis King James Wes Nemec Alan Streusand

Silberberg
Rita Gordon, Myer Gordon

Asher J. Fox David Ng Sol StrichartzMignon H. McClain &Leal Bernstein Timothy D. King

Chris Mead Grace Burford &Laurie
Belle Billow Lanny Franklin Mr. Kippen Frank C. Oblinger Robin Stuart

Cathy &Tilden Mendelson Silver J. J. Blumenkranz Laura Page Frech Gerald Klein Nancy Pajak Olive Swinney

Shirley Joseph &Mark Terry L. Simmons Harry Branch, Sr. Lisa Friedman
Thomas E. Kline Dorothy Patterson Mary Tanzman

Merado Jack Sissman &Edna Evelyn Bridgman Samuel &Mary Friedman
Gary M. Klose Donald Pearlman Christine Bunn Tarr

Jerrie Merrifield Sissman Gregory A. Brown Saul Friedman Mr. Perkins Kate Testerman
Murry Knoblauch

Alec I. Mervis Roy Sklarin Shirley M. Brown Peter P. Fuchs Lawrence Perlis Mary Thornpson
Roscoe Lee Browne Dan Garrett Gisela Konopka

George H. Peters Fred ThurkaufKathy Miller Allen Smith

Gregory Moller Alton Smith Jack Bucher Elmer B. Garrett Steven Koplan
Bill Philliber Jani Mae Tomlin

Donald Moore Joel &Diane Heighbergen Harry Bugin Jo Garten Myron Kowals
Vera Plotkin Nick Topping

Georgia Morris Edward Burkham Lilio Gattoni Bonnie Kozak
Smith Florence Rappoport Eulyss &Catherine Troxler

Joseph &Joanna Nagy
Rosemary Butler Ann Geres Frank Kucik

Neal D. Smith Susanna M. Reckard Tom Verney
Beverly Nelson &Gerald

Abner Byer Mrs. Fritzi Gliksohn Roger Dean Kurtz
Sheryl K. Smith Kate Cain George L. Goldberg

Lucy H. Redding Virginia Tech Victims
Nelson Carl Lawson

Warren &Alice Smith Archie Campbell Claribel Reich Herbert Wallis
Jan Nickey

Arlene Goldfarb Lawrence J. Leahy
Florence Snell John Capozzi Estelle Gorman Burton Reif Mary S. Ward

Older Adult Services SUPp'ort Bill Snyder Gertrude Carlin
George Lenchner

Maggie Reynolds Carl WarrenRosamond Graves
Staff of NS Maria Snyder Morris B. Chapman Barry Levin

Valerie Rickerson Katherine WeiselmanLillian Gross
Joanne O'Connor

Noel Snyder Annette Chiles Martin Levine
Earl R. Robetson Abe WeissbrodtJoan F. Gyorgy

Rosie O'Donnell
Tim Soden Barbara Church Irving Halevy

Ira W. Levy Claire D. Robson Harry Weissburg
Devin Blake O'Neill J. Dean Me Clain Kelsey Hanlan Harold L. Light Alan Rosenberg Herbert WesselSusan Southwick
Lenora Parr Mrs. Edgar Cline Mrs. Chester Hartwig Roberta LippittGary Sprinz Herbert C. Rosenthal Bert Wheeler
Dale Phillips

Ed Steinman
Bert &Peggy Coffey George H. Hayes Janet London Gerald WheelerBert Plath .Marcia Leland Coleman

Alida G. Rubin

Ann Sumers Stephen R. Comer
Thomas Hendrickson May Loveless Jack R. Sallis Florence WhiteLinda Platt
Booker T. Hetherington Marvin Lubin

Christine M. Ramsey Philip T. Temple Russ &Jane Corn Kopi Saltman Jason Whitt

Florence Rappoport Vicky Tomikawa Henrietta Cosby
Ralph Holmes Jeanette Hume Lutton Elizabeth Saltzman Saul Wiener
Edward F. Honton Vera Mage

Alex Redmountain Larry Trygstad Yvonne Slyker Cove Eugene Sanger Alberta Williams

Irene Turgeon Robin Cracknell Bill Hood J. K. Mann Frances Meinecke Sauer Kurt WilliamsSherie &Arnie Reiter
Raymond Vaudo Alice S. Culbert Gloria Hunter David G. ManterJudy Ribnick William Saylor Margaret Wilson

Margaret Terry Orr Wechsler Rodney A. Culbertson Sara L. Hyde
Marvin Marder Vera (Nancy) Schaeffer Alida G. WinocourMichelle Ridlehoover

Mark D. Weimer Louise Culvahouse Helen Hydock
Bernard MarksChase Robinson John L. Harvey II Karl Schantz Robert Wirth

Erford Daniels Paul B. MartinJoshua Rohrich Sylvia M. Wein Paul Israel Marion B. SChmidt Erma Wolff
Bill Davis

Brian Rosenberg Carl Moos &Sally Weiss
SCott H. Davis Molly Ivins William N. Martin Ruby C. SChwimmer Sarah Womack

Judy Rosenthal Andrew M. Weisser John J. DePalma Robert Jacobson Jane A.L. McCarthy Wilson Scott Beth Wright
Morgan Rote Anne &Keith Wiedenkeller Ted DePalma Lonnie James Mignon McClain Mary Sharabba Kay Yeargans
Sandy E. Rotenberg Vivian Yale Harold Donner Sylvia C. Johnson Gail McKenney Samuel Sheppard Sybil Yerman
Mitchell Rubin Doreen O. Zepeda John Doran Bob Jones Manny Mendoza Lora Silver Michele Zarro

MAKE ATRIBUTE GIFT
The Center accepts gifts in memory of someone who has died or in honor of a special occasion such as a birthday, anniversary
or graduation. Donors may also give a gift just to say "thank you." The Center will send a card to the person honored or the family
of the deceased. Complete this form and mail it with your contribution.

PLEASE PRINT

lamenclo~ngasp~~I~ftintheamou~of$ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

In Memory of~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~_

In Honor of~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--,,-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~_

Tocelebratehislherltheir~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~_
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Name_~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~_

Address ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~---:CitylStateiZip ~~~~~_~__~ _

INDICATE ON ACKNOWLEDGEMENT THAT Gin IS BEING MADE BY:

Your Name(s)~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~.

Address~_~~~_~ ~__~ CitylStateiZip~ ~~ _

Phone (in case of questions) _~~~~~~~~~---.:~~~~~~~~~~~~~-'-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~_
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Leave a legacy through Partners for the Future

o Securities

o Real Estate

Claire D. Robson
Dorothy B. Rothkop
Theodore Rothkt>p
Edwin D. Rounds
Gertrude J. Sandt
Leonard Schiff
Meno Schoenbach
David chwartz
Meyer R Schweitzer
Dorris Sherman
Vincent Sherman
Daryl M. Shoemaker
Geraldine J. Skinner
Mary Ellis Smith
Donald D. Snyder Jr.
Muriel Sommer
Mattie L. Stevens
Alice Stewart
Laurence E. Strong
Peggy Suckle
Libby Taffel
Eileen Tait
Michele Till
Lois.F. Timmins Ed.D.
Pauline Tompkins
Majorie Z. Van Arsdale
Irene A. Van Deusen
Dorothy Van Vleck
Miriam S. Watson
Claire R. Weber
Adolph Weinstock
Alan Winet
Jean B. Yaeger
James Ylvisaker
Jean Ann Young
Walter J. Zimmerman
Marjorie B. Zucker

o Insurance Policies

o Retirement Plans

Edde 0. Henderson
Louise Hendrickson
Helen Hoffman
Pela P. Hundley
Marion P. Hyman
Jennie B. Kahn
Fannie Kaplan
Ellen Kaufman
Myron Kaufmann
Elaine M. Knapp
Leland E. Large
Margery Lawrence
Barbara Leavitt
Johanna M. Lederer
Sydney Levitan
Ira W. Levy
Betty S. MacColl
David Mayer
Jane A.L. McCarthy
Barbara Hart Mclean
Elizabeth McNeill
Pat W. Merryman
Rose Miller
Frances B. Morse
Margaret E. Mulac
Victor A. Nickerson
Joanne Frances O'Byrne
Anne L. Olsen
Florence Perman
Robert Perman

. Mahlon Pitney
Aaron Pollack
Jannette Powell •
Jerome Prigoff
Robert M. Ramp
Laura Ray
MaeW.Reed
Ingrid Reti
Loretta S. Rhyan
Macey Ringel

o Charitable Gift Annuities

o Charitable Remainder Trusts

Mail to: Partners for the Future
Southern Poverty Law Center· P.O. Box 548 . Montgomery AL 36101-0548

o Wills

o Living Trusts

The Southern Poverty Law Center pays tribute to the memory
ofdeceased supporters who included the Center in their wills or
otherplanned gifts. The Centergratefully acknowledges their
bequests, received from May 1, 2006, through May 31,2007.

Robert A. Anson
Benjamin S. Arnstein
Ada T. Augustadt
Sylvia E. Barr
Jacqueline T. Bellizzi
Edward 0. Berkman
Elsie Bleimiller
Muriel G. Blumenthal
Lela A. Boylan
Lewis C. Branscomb
Alberta F. Brown
Elisabeth B. Burgess
Mae H. Cadwell
Helen Callbeck
Robert B. Carlisle
Adrea Z. Carter
Victor M. Carter
Selma H. Cohen
Margaret H. Collins
Murray Cossey
Norma Cossey
Aileen B. Cramer
Anne M. Donnelly
Margaret E. Donovan
Francis W. Dorsam
John T. Dunivent
Mildred K. Eberle
Leon S. Epstein
Elizabeth C. Farmer
Jeffrey Ferguson
Frances D. Fitzgerald
Annette Folkert
Jeanne B. Foster
Dena Geschwind
Harold Goldberg
Annabelle K. Gunnett
Tillie R Hamelstein
Willard Harzoff
Virginia Hebbert
Edna B. Heidgerd

Please send me information on the following specific planned giving opportunities:

Scrollof'R.r:membrance

E-mailAddress _

Name -=- _

My date(s) of birth is: _

Address _

City/State/Zip _

Telephone _

o The Center is already included in my will or estate plans. Please welcome me as a Partner for the Future.

o I'm interested in receiving general information about wills and planned giving.

Center in your will or living trust. You may plannedgiving@splcenter.org. contact us so we can update our records.
provide for the eventual distribution of as- Ifyou have already included the Cen- We want to officially welcome you as a
sets, such as those held in retirement fund ter in your will or estate plan, please Partner for the Future!
accounts or life insurance ..•...••....•..•...••..••...••.•••...•••...•..•....•...•....••...•........•.....•.•...•...
policies, potentially gaining
tax or financial benefits.

After planning for the fi
nancial securityofyour family
and loved ones, we hope you
will consider joining Partners
for the Future by making a
planned gift to the Center.

For information about
the many planned giving
opportunities available at
the Center - with no obli
gation - please contact our
planned giving department
by calling toll-free 1-888
414-7752 or by mailing the
form below.You can also visit
us online at www.SPLCenter.
orgldonate or e-mail us at

professor of chemistry at Kalama
zoo College in Michigan.

Strong later moved to Rich
mond, Ind., where he became
chair of the chemistry depart
ment at Earlham College. Dur
ing his career, Strong authored
or co-authored 71 publications,
including 27 research papers and
five books. He also served as a

consultant on blood pro
cessing for the American
Red Cross, was the di
rector of the Chemical
Bond Approach Project
to develop new methods
of teaching high school
chemistry, and directed
the UNESCO Pilot Proj
ect for Chemistry Teach
ing in Asia.

Strong was commit
ted to the advancement
of science education
around the world. In
addition to his work for

UNESCO, he served as a visiting
professor at several colleges and
universities in the United States
and abroad, visiting many coun
tries while working for UNESCO,
the National Science Foundation
and USAID.

A devoted member of the
Friends House in Sandy Spring,
Md., Strong is survived by his
partner, Jeanne Snyder, with
whom he had a "Celebration of
Commitment" in 2000, two years
after his wife, Ruth, passed away.

Snyder and Strong fulfilled
one of his lifetime dreams in 2001
when he visited the SPLC, meet
ing with a number of staff mem
bers, including planned giving
director Linda Stringer.
. "The Southern Poverty Law
Center was one of his favorite
charities," said Snyder. "He held it
in very high regard:'

Civil Rights Memorial

Partners for the Future is a special
group ofdonors who include the Cen

ter in their estate plans. These supporters
are helping ensure the Center's long-term
success. Would you consider joining us?

There are several ways to join Part
ners for the Future. You may include a
bequest to the Southern Poverty Law

Laurence Edward Strong shakes hands with Linda
Stringer during his visit to the Center in 2001.

SPLC's Partners for the Future.
Partners are special donors who

include the SPLC in their wills or
estate plans, thereby extending
their support for the SPLC's work
beyond their lifetimes.

A longtime SPLC supporter,
Strong often communicated with
SPLC staffers. He once wrote to
the SPLC, alerting it to a suspi
cious websit that he found. His
goal, according to his compan
ion, Jeanne Snyder, was to live the
SPLC's mission - not just sup
port it from a distance.

In addition to supporting the
SPLC, Strong demonstrated his
commitment to peace and edu
cation in many ways throughout
his life. A conscientious objector
during World War II, he spent six
years at Harvard Medical School
doing innovative research on
blood proteins before becoming a

A lifelong educator, Laurence
fiEdward Strong spent his life
not only teaching his students,
but also teachers in the United
States and around the world.

Through his work and his per
sonallife, Strong repeatedly de
voted himself to leaving the world
a better place than he found it,
including becoming one of the

Center receives bequest
from Partner for the Future
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Glenn Perry (right) and his wife, Dr. Jan DeLipsey, pose with Morris Dees outside
the Cass County courthouse. The couple played key roles in helping the SPLC win the
Johnson case.

Texas couple plays role
in Johnson victory

county jail and Hicks to 60 days.
Johnson, who had no criminal

background, history of violence
or trouble of any kind, lived with
his mother and brother before the
assault. Now he lives in a Texas
nursing home.

You have not only made possible a
better life for Billy Ray, but for ev
eryone whose address and skin col
or made them aguilty party when
Hicks and Amox were allowed to
walk away from their criminal trials
as misdemeanants rather than the
felons we know them to be.

I am raising two boys here.
They will know this piece of his
tory, and it will impress upon
them the importance of tolerance
and kindness.

Thank you for a happy ending.

the time but childlike and naive
- was picked up from town and
brought to the party, where about
a dozen people were sitting on
tailgates drinking beer.

After a period in which they
teased and taunted Johnson, the
defendants began talking about
beating him up. Amox, who
had been a high school pitcher,
punched Johnson in the face,
knocking him unconscious. In
stead of taking Johnson to the
hospital, the men threw him into
the back of a pickup truck and left
him by the side of a remote rural
road on a bed of fire ants.

The Cass County juries that
heard the criminal cases against
Amox, who was 20 at the time,
and Hicks, then 24 and a jail em
ployee, acquitted them of seri
ous felony charges ana instead
handed down lesser convictions
with a recommended sentence of
probation.

Stone, then 18, and Owens, then
19, were allowed to plead guilty to
an "injury to a disabled individual
by omission" charge. They testified
against Amox and Hicks.

A judge sentenced Owens, Stone
and Amox to 30-day terms in the

one - should have to go through
what this man went through.
And no amount of money can fix
that."

All four men were at a "pasture
party" on the night of September
28, 2003, when Johnson - 42 at

proud when they say, "I am not a
racist, and I won't allow racism
to prevail in my town." You have
given them the dignity that comes'
with a fair mind and a good heart.
Their local history now includes
the triumph, though slow in
coming and won with the help
of outsiders, of truth and justice
over ignorance and a network of
"good ole boys."

As I write these words, I am filled
with hope you will understand the
scope of what your work has done.

Verdict sends message
Jurors said afterward they

hoped the verdict sends a message
to children in their community
and to the nation as a whole.

"Billy Ray is not an 'it; like
one of the defendants said," one
juror said. "He is a human being.
We hope that our verdict sends a
message to the nation about this
community."

Another said, "No one - no

Joining the Center's legal team
at the trial were Longview, Texas,
lawyer Glenn Perry and his wife,
Dr. Jan DeLipsey, a jurist psychol
ogist who helped select the jury.
Both donated their services. Perry
helped the Center with another
East Texas civil case in 1988.

After a four-day trial that be
gan on April 17, the jury of 11
whites and one black deliber
ated less than four hours before
returning a unanimous verdict
finding James Cory Hicks and
Christopher Colt Amox respon
sible for Johnson's injuries.

Two other defendants, Dallas
Chadwick Stone and John Wesley
Owens, earlier reached confiden
tial settlements in the lawsuit.

The SPLC'slegal team in Texas included Rosi Smith (from left), Kelley Bruner and Richard Cohen.

Texarkana Gazette court report
er Lynn LaRowe covered the

Billy Ray Johnson trial. She wrote
the following letter to the SPLC staff
on May 1, at its conclusion.

What a true pleasure it was to
watch your Mr. Dees and all the
other lawyers and staff present
at the civil trial in Linden, Texas.
You not only have done some
thing amazing fot Billy Ray John
son, but for the citizenry of Cass
County as well.

They have a reason now to be

Kindness, tolerance important, writes trial reporter

Center wins justice
for Billy Ray Johnson
L INDEN, TEXAS - A civil jury

here on April 20 awarded ap
proximately $9 million in dam
ages to Billy Ray Johnson, a men
tally disabled black man who was
taunted, knocked unconscious
and dumped along a desolate
road by four white men in Sep
tember 2003.

The SPLC brought suit on his
behalfin 2005 after the men respon
sible for the crime received onlylight
jail sentences - 30 days for three of
them and 60 days for one.

"On behalf ofBilly Ray Johnson,
we thank the jury- the conscience
of Cass County - for returning a
just and fair verdict;' said Morris
Dees, the SPLC's founder and chief
trial attorney, in a statement to the
media after the verdict.

"The defendants in this case
treated Billy Ray like trash. They
broke his body and threw him in a
ditch alongside a deserted road. The
jury told all of Texas and, indeed,
the entire country, that Billy Ray is
a human being who deserves to be
treated with dignity, that the life of
each of us - rich or poor, black or
white, abled or disabled - is truly
precious. It's a message, I hope, that
we always remember:'

Johnson, 46, who
suffered serious, per
manent brain inju
ries from the attack,
will require care for
the rest of his life.
Since the trial, the
Center's legal team
has secured a court
appointed guardian
and guardian ad litem
for Johnson, and it is
working on getting
him proper rehabili
tative services.

The case exposed
deep racial fault lines
in the East Texas
community. Many
blacks viewed the
episode as a vicious hate crime,
but predominantly white juries
acquitted two of the defendants
of felony charges. Many whites in
the town expressed sympathy for
the defendants and indifference
to Johnson's injuries.

Pe~ry helped win earlier SPLC case
This was not the first time Per

ry contributed to the success of
an SPLC lawsuit in east Texas. In
1988, he helped the Center rep
resent the family of Loyal Garner
Jr., a black man who was beaten to
death by law enforcement officers
in the border town of Hemphill
after being stopped for a minor
traffic violation. Employed by his
local county government, Garner
had never been in trouble in his
life. When he complained about
being kept in jail, a white lawman
hit him in the head with a black
jack. Garner died, leaving behind
a wife and six young children.

The SPLC's lawsuit won finan
cial compensation for Garner's
family, and the crucial evidence
presented by the Center during
that case eventually led to crimi
nal convictions of those respon
sible for his death.

"Justice is inevitable only in
the movies:' said Center President
Richard Cohen, who attended the
trial in Linden. "In the real world,
it does not always triumph. Some
times it takes a little luck, compas
sionate advocates like Glenn Perry
and Jan DeLipsey, and an organi
zation like the Southern Poverty
Law Center to balance the scales."

important case;' DeLipsey said. "I
knew that when they took their
place in the jury box that Billy Ray
Johnson would finally get the full
measure of justice he deserved."

Perry provided a powerful
closing argument at the conclu-,
sion 6f the four-day trial. He re-
minded the jury members that
they had come together as the
conscience of the community and
that their verdict would write the
final chapter in a saga of uncon
scionable conduct.

Three hours later, the jury re
turned a unanimous verdict. Im
mediately after the trial, tearful
jurors told reporters and specta
tors that they hoped their verdict
would send a loud and clear mes
sage that callous and inhumane
treatment of any person, regard
less of color or station in life,
would not be tolerated.

ATexas lawyer and his psychol
ogist wife played key roles in

the Southern Poverty Law Center's
successful pursuit ofjustice for Bil
ly Ray Johnson, a black man with
mental retardation who was ridi
culed, assaulted and left for dead
on a desolate country road by four
young white men. The SPLC sued
on his behalf, and on April 20, a
jury awarded him $9 million.

Glenn Perry, a prominent trial
lawyer from Longview, served as
local counsel on the Center's legal
team and led the questioning of
potential jurors. His wife, Dr. Jan
DeLipsey, a jurist psychologist with
the Dallas-based company Liti
gation Edge, drew up a jury pool
questionnaire designed to reveal
bigotry among the 400 residents of
Cass County, Texas, who were sum
moned as potential jurors.

Perry and DeLipsey volun
teered their services, meaning
that every penny collected on
Johnson's behalf will go directly
into a trust fund to pay for the
medical care and nursing super
vision he will require for the rest
of his life. The Center, which is
supported by its members, does
not take any portion of its clients'
court awards.

"Glenn Perry did a masterful
job of questioning witnesses and
relating to the jury," said Morris
Dees, the SPLC's chief trial coun
sel, who led the trial team. "His
performance throughout the trial
was mesmerizing."

Perry, along with DeLipsey,
also played critical roles in choos
ing the jury.

Skillful questioning honed jury
All but 114 of the potential

jurors were eliminated after fill
ing out DeLipsey's questionnaire.
Then Perry's skillful questioning of
the remaining jury panel resulted
in nearly 50 jurors being excused
because of strong prejudgments
both for and against the plaintiff
that would have affected their abil
ity to render a fair verdict.

"Without the panel members'
forthrightness, we could never
have found a fair group of 12 ju
rors to render a judgment in this
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