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groups, and 10 suggestions for
fighting hate at the community
level.

Teaching Tolerance's page
offers classroom resources,
information about its upcoming
summer institute, and articles
from its publications that
explore issues of open-minded
ness.

The Legal Action page pro
vides descriptions of the Cen
ter's most significant legal vic
tories, the impact they had in
making a better society for all
(; tizen -and informat,' on
requesting assistance.

A history of the Center's
work in seeking justice, the sto
ry of the Civil Rights Memorial,
and suggestions for supporting
the Center's efforts can be
found at the Law Center Infor
mation page.

By coming on-line, the Cen
ter joins many other non-profit
organizations who are using the
internet to promote justice and
understanding. "Our site can
help counter the strong pres
ence of the many hate groups
who early learned to use the
Internet to their advantage,"
said Center President and Co
Founder Joe Levin.

The Center encourages its
supporters to visit us in cyber
space. We welcome your com
ments and suggestions through
our web site feedback form.

VOLUME

Center Offers
Resources on the
World Wide Web
I nterested in the latest news

about hate groups in the Unit
ed States? Need a list of good
books that promote intercultural
understanding? Or perhaps you
want to learn more about the
Civil Rights Memorial in Mont
gomery, Alabama. These and
other resources of the Southern
Poverty Law Center are now
available through a few clicks on
a computer.

In March, the Center
launched its site on the World
Wide Web and joined the mil
lions of individuals and -organi
zations around the globe con
nected through the Internet. The
site - www.splcenter.org - is
a work-in-progress. Its basic
structure is in place, and addi
tional information will be added
over the next weeks and months.
All of its contents will be regu
larly revised and updated.

The Center's home page con
tains a brief mission statement
and four photographs depicting
its major components: Legal
Action, Klanwatch and Militia
Task Force, Teaching Tolerance,
and Law Center Information. A
click on one will take you to the
topic of choice, offering a wealth
of information in that category.

For example, the Klanwatch
and Militia Task Force page
includes updated information
on the militia, a listing and
description of prominent hate
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after serving jail time for rape
and robbery - straddled the
victim's beaten body and
stabbed him nine times, accord
ing to police. Linsky died in the
arms of his fiancee. The Skin
head, John Tague, was charged
with murder, and 10 others were
also indicted on a range of
charges in connection with the
attack.

The brutal melee capped a
year in which Skinheads were
implicated in a number of cases
Please tum to pg. 3, "Skinhead Violence..."

exists elsewhere in the nation,
according to experts.

During the trial, prisoners
testified they were handcuffed
for as long as nine hours 
under the broiling sun and in
cold rain. Some were hitched in
awkward positions that caused
pain and prolonged discomfort.
Prisoners were refused water.
Deprived of the opportunity to
use a toilet, several defecated and
urinated upon themselves.
Guards and other prisoners
laughed and made fun of their
condition.

Larry Hope, a 40-year-old
first-time prisoner, had a dis
agreement with another inmate
Please tum to pg. 5, "Painful and Torturous..."
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Amid shouts of "you're gonna
die," over a dozen members of
the group invaded the party,
wielding knives, chains, pipes, an
ax handle and a broomstick,
according to police and media
reports. The Skinheads directed
most of their rage at 22-year-old
Jayson Linsky, the young man
who had originally ousted them
from the party. After Linsky was
knocked to the ground, the
leader of the group - a long
time Skinhead who had moved
to the area from the Midwest

, action brought by the Southern
Poverty Law Center to eliminate
inmate chain gangs. In response
to the lawsuit, the state agreed
to a permanent ban on chaining
prisoners together on roadside
work crews. But the Depart
ment of Corrections continued
to hitch prisoners for hours at a
time to a metal bar as a form of
discipline. Judge McPherson
heard testimony about its use in
October.

Alabama prison officials
defended the hitching post as a
"useful corrective tool" and vowed
to fight the ruling, which must be
approved by U. S. District Court
Judge Myron Thompson. No
equivalent to the hitching post

THE SOUTHERN POVERTY LAW

FORCE'KLANWATCH'TEACHING

Klanwatch Documents Increase in Skinhead Violence

Larry Hope was refused water while hitched to the post during hot weather.

For several months in 1996, a
gang of Skinheads harassed

the residents of a Boston suburb.
In October, their obnoxious
behavior turned deadly.

A half-dozen members of the
unnamed group showed up
uninvited at a pre-Halloween
party. The Skinheads mingled
with the guests for several hours
but were shown the door after
they began drawing swastikas on
their hands. They promised to
return and did - with rein
forcements.

MONTGOMERY, Ala. - The
shackling of Alabama

inmates to an iron bar should be
abolished because it violates the
U. S. Constitution's ban on cruel
and inhuman treatment, a feder
al magistrate ruled January 28.

"Short of death by electrocu
tion, the hitching post may be
the most painful and torturous
punishment administered by the
Alabama prison system," wrote
U. S. Magistrate Judge Vanzetta
McPherson in a 114-page deci
sion. "The use of the hitching
post is arbitrary and capricious,
loyal to no governing principles,
and fraught with abuse."

Her recommendation to ban
the practice came in a class

PUBLISHED BY

MILITIA TASK

'Painful and Torturous Punislunent'
Must Be Abolished, Judge Says
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grants have credentials which
entitle them to work, and they
pay taxes like their English
speaking neighbors.

Rule Denying Tax
Exemptions Targeted

In a similar lawsuit, the Cen
ter is challenging another "Eng
lish Only" rule that prevents two
naturalized citizens in Madison
County, Alabama, from claiming
property tax exemptions.

According to that lawsuit, Tax
Assessor Wayland Cooley told
homeowners Julio and Carmen
Telleria they would have to take
an oath to claim homestead tax
exemptions and that the oath
could only be administered in
English. Although the Tellerias
asked to use an interpreter, Coo
ley refused and accused them of
not being citizens, the lawsuit
states. Several weeks later, when
they offered to recite the oath in
English, Cooley refused again,
saying they would not under
stand the words.

As a result of Cooley's refusals,
the suit states, the retired couple
has been taxed more heavily than
other homeowners.

"Here is another example of
how these 'English Only' rules
discriminate against foreign
born citizens;' said Brownstein.
"The Tellerias are entitled to the
same exemption as any other
homeowner. It is unfair to deny
them these benefits simply
because they do not speak fluent
English."

The Tellerias immigrated to
the United States from the
Dominican Republic in the
1960s and later became Ameri
can citizens. They bought a
home in Madison County,
Alabama, in 1995.

Policy Makes Life Hard
Floria Salazar, director of

Hispanic Ministries at Mobile's
Spring Hill College, said the
state's policy makes life difficult
for many people struggling to
provide for their families "If
you don't drive here, you can't
work. Ther.e is no good public
transportation;' she said. Salazar
pointed out that legal immi-

denies them the opportunity to
obtain a driver's license.

Other states typically offer
driver's license examinations in
languages other than English or
allow applicants to use transla
tors. Alabama is the only state
that has adopted an "English
Only" rule in this context.

The Alabama rule was estab
lished, according to the lawsuit,
after a 1990 amendment to the
state constitution proclaimed
"English is the official language
of the state of Alabama." Two
years later, the State Attorney
General issued a legal opinion
that said, "to the extent possible,
officials of this state should
require the use of English in all
state actions and programs:'

Floria Salazar sees the harmful effects of
Alabama's English-only policy.

Law Center Challenges
'English Only' Rules
M OBILE, Ala. - Martha ~

Sandoval, a legal immi- !
grant from Mexico, works two ~

jobs as a housekeeper near here. ~
When her husband or neighbor
cannot drive her to work, she is
forced to walk nearly two hours
to and from work. She often suf
fers chronic pain in her back and
legs. When one of her two young
children had a medical emer
gency, she had to wait hours
before someone could transport
them to a doctor.

Although Mrs. Sandoval is a
legal resident of Alabama, can
read and write Spanish, and
understands traffic signs, she
cannot obtain an Alabama dri
ver's license because she does not
speak fluent English. Under a
rule established by the Alabama
Department of Public Safety, the
test for obtaining a license can
only be given in English.

"This 'English Only' rule
imposes terrific hardships on
Mrs. Sandoval and other legal
immigrants who are trying to
earn a living and take care of
their families," said Senior Staff
Attorney Rhonda Brownstein.

"The state would like us to
believe that the rule was estab
lished out of safety concerns, but
there is clearly a double standard
at work. If the state allows illiter
ate persons to have the test read
to them, why can't a literate
Spanish-speaking woman have
the same opportunity to demon
strate her understanding of the
rules of the road? The issue here
is discrimination and prejudice."

The Law Center filed a lawsuit
in December to challenge the
"English Only" rule, claiming it
discriminates against non-Eng
lish-speaking legal immigrants on
the basis of national origin and

R.S.
Kahuku, Hawaii

words and the names of the
martyrs to be the focal points.
Through our tears, we relived all
the many events of the Civil
Rights Movement. We were on a
three-week trip through the
South. Our visit to the Memori
al was a "must" for us - we
even planned it for a Sunday so
that we wouldn't have to deal
with downtown traffic!

Please accept this gift in hon
or of our anniversary and in
remembrance of a Sunday
morning we will never forget.

B. andJ. S.
Santa Ana, California

I am deeply disturbed by the
"shackling" of prisoners and the
spate of church burnings. Hate is
always an expression of personal
guilt, inadequacy or frustration
in the perpetrator.

M.R.
Venice, Florida

Thank you for your work. No
child should ever be ridiculed
for color, race or creed.

I support the SPLC in its fight
against racism. My parents have
been supporters for a number of
years, and I was raised with a
sense of social justice. I read Mor
ris Dees' A Season for Justice when
in the ninth grade and was very
much affected by what he did to
help others. As a college student, I
believe that it is time to begin my
own membership.

Thank you for sending the
video [Seeking Justice]. I'm hap
py to send it back for further
use. The work your organization
does is reassuring and heart
warming. I admire your courage,
generosity and integrity. Expos
ing hate and supremacist groups
and Teaching Tolerance make a
lot of sense. It's a huge task and a
long-term one. Keep up the
good work.

N.M.
Lincoln, Rhode Island

As a crime prevention spe
cialist in the city of Philadelphia,
I am always looking for materials
to .supplement my lesson plans.
This video [Seeking Justice] along
with the booklet on teaching tol
erance, enhanced my presenta
tion on the topic of cultural
diversity and prejudice.

I took your invitation and
made additional copies and dis
persed them to other prevention
specialists. I agree that educating
our youth is a responsibility that
we as adults need to take seri
ously. If violence is to be
reduced, it will come only as a
result of elimination of preju
dices in all aspects of life.

D.R.
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

I.M.
Bellingham, Washington

MAILBOX

Ii-I October my husband and I
visited the Civil Rights Memori
al. We were so very moved by
Maya Lin's work. The simplicity
of her design allows Dr. King's

SPLC(~
REPORT

I applaud the work you are
doing and your vision in
approaching change internally
as well as externall~Your educa
tion programs, fighting preju
dice before it can take hold,
seem equally as important as the
battles you wage in the court
room. I feel confident that the
donation I made will be used
with the best of intentions.
Good luck in your work.

I.e.
Foothill Ranch, Calliformia
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Magazine Honors Richard Cohen
For His 'Vision and CoIllIllitrnent'
Law Center Legal Director

Richard Cohen was recently
featured in the national legal
magazine The American Lawyer
as one of 45 public sector
lawyers "whose vision and com
mitment are changing lives."

Cohen, who has directed the
Center's legal work since 1986,
was selected for the honor
because of his continuing efforts
to provide justice to victims of
intolerance and unfairness.

"We've long known that
Richard is making a difference in
the lives of many people;' said
Center President and Co-founder
Joe Levin. "We're delighted that
he's now receiving national recog
nition for his work."

The staff of The American
Lawyer spent months on its project
to identify future leaders of the
legal profession. They selected pio
neering public-sector lawyers, all
under the age of 45, whose work
takes them beyond the realm of
law firm and in-house practice.
They are a diverse group, and they
cover all points of the political
spectrum. ''All, however, have one
thing in common: They have fol
lowed their hearts, not their wal
lets, into careers that they are con
vinced will make a difference in
the world;' said The American
ra'Wyerin lln exetlitWe-summary.

Over the past 10 years, Cohen
has worked on a wide variety of
civil rights actions - defending
the rights of prisoners to be treat
ed humanely, fighting against
violent white supremacist groups

such as the Ku Klux Klan, work- ~
~

ing for equal educational oppor- ~

tunities for all children, and iE

bringing down the Confederate i
battle flag from the top of the :i1

Alabama State Capitol. ~

One of Cohen's recent victo
ries was an $85,000 jury verdict
against William Pierce, leader of
the neo-Nazi group the National
Alliance and author of The Turn
er Diaries, a novel used as a
handbook by extremist groups.
A jury in North Carolina found
Pierce liable for participating in
a fraudulent scheme to keep the
assets of the hate group Church
of the Creator away from the

"Richard is
fiercely committed

to making our
legal system work

for the
disadvantaged."

Center's client in a wrongful
death claim.

"Richard is fiercely commit
ted to making our legal system
wOTk for the disadvantaged,"
said senior staff attorney Rhon
da Brownstein. "Because of his
own drive and commitment, he's
made all of us better lawyers:'

Cohen, a native of Virginia,
received his undergraduate

Center Legal Director Richard Cohen

degree from Columbia Universi
ty in 1976 and his law degree
from the University of Virginia
in 1979. Prior to joining the Law
Center, he engaged in complex
litigation as a partner in a Wash
ington, D.C., law firm.

"Less than six months after he
came to the Center, Richard
found himself in the Supreme
Court arguing a controversial
affirmative action case," said
Center Co-founder and Chief
Trial Counsel Morris Dees. "He
hasn't let up since then."

Cohen's work at the Center
has taught him how precious
justice is. "Justice is not some
thing that's inevitable. It's easy to
lose sight of that. We tend to
think things will work out in the
end. That's false .... It's danger
ous to think justice is inevitable;'
Cohen said.

Klanwatch Documents Increase in Skinhead Violence
the anger that consumes these
alienated youths.

For several years, criminolo
gists have been predicting .an
increase in bias crime among
young people in the United
States. They blame it on violent
entertainment, racial conflict in
schools, the availability of hate
oriented material on the Inter
net, and poor job prospects for
young people. Crime data
recently released in Pennsylva
nia, which has one of the
nation's most comprehensive
hate-crime laws, indicates that
two-thirds of all bias crime
offenders in 1994 and 1995
were under 20, up from 56 per
cent in the five years previous.

The upsurge of Skinhead
activity, as well as the appearance
of other racially oriented gangs
are the most visible example of
this phenomenon. "Skinheads are
an extreme manifestation of a
general trend, " says Brian Levin,
associate professor of criminal
justice at the Richard Stockton
College of New Jersey and former
associate director of Klanwatch.

Widespread in California
The problem is especially

acute in California where Skin
heads have been accused of
crimes in virtually every part of
the state, from suburban Los
Angeles to the rural counties of
the north. Other areas reporting
a heightened degree of Skinhead
activity include the Pacific
Northwest, the Rocky Mountain
States and the Midwest, especial
ly Wisconsin. These crimes dis
play the usual elements of Skin
head-related behavior. The
young punks operate in well
armed packs; they target Jews,
minorities and disenfranchised
people; and their response to
confrontations is disproportion
ately violent, an outgrowth of

source in central Oklahoma
reports that Skinheads have been
reappearing on the streets of
Tulsa, after being absent for sev
eral years. After noting increased
movement of young racists in
the city's suburbs, officers in
Sacramento are on alert for pos
sible Skinhead violence.

group must have a name, the
semblance of an organizational
structure and adhere to white
supremacist philosophy

The Skinhead group count is
only one measure of activity by
young racists. Many young Skin
heads are aligning themselves
directly with adult white
supremacist groups like the
National Alliance, Volksfront, and
the White Aryan Resistance. Oth
ers are adopting the philosophy of
the Skinhead movement, but
foregoing its traditional clothing
and hairstyles to avoid police
scrutiny. White supremacist lead
ers have long urged this tactic.

The upsurge in Skinhead
related violence in 1996 reverses
the trend of recent years when
hate crime experts noted a
marked decrease in activity by
young racists. For example, law
enforcement officials say that
Skinhead activity in Portland 
once the center of the culture in
the United States - was practi
cally non-existent for the last
three years but began reoccur
ring last summer. A news media

achusetts is merely one instance
of a nationwide upsurge in Skin
head activity. Researchers at
Klanwatch have documented 51

crimes attributed to Skin
heads in 1996, up

from 29 in 1995.
Law enforce
ment officers
and human
relations offi
cials in com
munities

throughout
the United
States are

reporting
the reappear

ance of large
numbers of

Skinheads in
their communities. The

young toughs are being
blamed for criminal activity

ranging from vandalism to
murder.

Klanwatch identified 37
active Skinhead groups in
1996, up from 30 in 1995. To
be included on the list of

Skinhead John Tague is charged with murder. active hate groups, a Skinhead

Continued from page 1

of assault, battery, vandalism
and harassment in Massachu
setts. The occurrences were espe
cially worrisome to hate
crime experts in
the area because
Skinheads
traditionally
have been
less active in
the North
east than in
other parts of
the country.

The situa
tion in Mass-
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Denny's officials Dr. Vera King Sarris (left) and James B. Adamson present a check to SPLC board member Patricia Clark.

ican student population for two
consecutive years.

As education secretary, Fer
guson fields inquiries about the

Teaching Tolerance
project and its edu
cational materials,
orders educational
resources for review
in Teaching Tolerance
magazine and pro
vides support to the
editorial and design
staff.

"For a long time,
I've had an interest

in making the public aware of
tolerance issues and in promot
ing better understanding. I look
forward to contributing to the
mission of the Teaching Toler
ance project," Ferguson said.

T eaching Tolerance welcomed
a new education secretary in

January. Sonja Ferguson, a
native of Texas, comes to the
Center by way of ~

Atlanta, where she ~

completed high ~
school and college. ~

After earning a
B.S. degree at South
ern Polytechnic State
University, Ferguson
worked in the mar
keting field before
returning to South-Sonja Ferguson

ern Polytechnic to
serve as assistant director of
admissions in 1993. As a result
of her recruitment efforts, the
university saw an increase in
enrollment among its female,
international and African Amer-

Sonja FergusonJoins Staff

Weaver began her career in the
early 1970s as a reporter and
photographer at the Delta
Democrat-Times, the award-win
ning Mississippi newspaper for
merly published by Hodding
Carter Jr. and his son, Hodding
Carter III. Her beat there includ
ed courts and education.

"I am delighted to return to
the Center," Weaver said. "It's
great to be back with myoId
friends, and I am eager to join all
the dedicated folks here who
carry out the Center's work now.
The scope of its efforts has dra
matically increased since the
Center's early days, and it is a
privilege to be a part of it."

Former Report editor Elsie
Williams, who managed the pub
lication for the past three years,
continues work for the Center as
departments editor and editorial
assistant of the Center's Teaching
Tolerance magazine. She joined
the Teaching Tolerance project
in January 1992.

Rights, National Association for
the Advancement of Colored
People, NAACP Legal Defense
and Education Fund, National
Fair Housing Alliance, National
Urban League, Operation PUSH,
and the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference. In a sep
arate ceremony held in San
Francisco, Denny's also awarded
the United Negro College Fund a
grant of $625,000.

Across the country on the
same day, the Law Center and its
Chief Trial Counsel Morris Dees
were presented the Drum Major
Award from the Southern Chris
tian Leadership Conference of
Los Angeles and its non-profit
social arm, the Martin Luther
King Legacy Association.

commemorated the Center's
first five years.

After a stint as a free-lance
writer and photographer, Weaver

worked nearly 20
years as communi
cations coordinator
for Legal Services
Corporation-fund
ed programs in
Alabama. She
joined Legal Ser
vices when the pro
gram was in its
infancy in Alaba
ma, saw it grow to
serve poor people
throughout the

state, and departed when Con
gress drastically cut its funding
while imposing new rules
restricting Legal Services' ability
to fully serve its clients.

Most recently, Weaver was
communications director at the
A+ Research Foundation, a non
profit group working to improve
public schools in Alabama.

lion was paid to nearly 300,000
customers who said they were
subjected to racially discrimina
tQry behavior in at least one of
the 1,600 Denny's restaurants in
the United States.

"The terms of our Consent
Decree indicate that residual
funds must be distributed to
non-profit organizations that are
engaged in the 'furtherance of
the civil rights ofAfrican-Ameri
cans.' We would like to see the
good work of the Southern
Poverty Law Center benefit from
this grant:' said a Denny's repre
sentative.

Other groups receiving a
grant were the Fair Housing
Council of Greater Washington,
Leadership Conference on Civil

W ASHINGTON, D.c.-The
Law Center was one of

nine national civil rights organi
zations awarded grants as part of
Denny's efforts to make amends
for racial discrimination. The
awards of $100,000 each were
presented here on January 15 in
honor of Dr. Martin Luther
King's 68th birthday. Accepting
the Center's check was Patricia
Clark, former Klanwatch direc
tor and current member of the
Center's board of directors.

The national restaurant chain
made the grants in connection
with a 1994 settlement of two
class-action discrimination suits
against the company. The funds
came from monies remaining in
a settlement fund after $54 mil-

Denny's Recognizes Center's
'Good Work' with Grant

A Familiar Face for a New CenterJob

Penny Weaver joined the
Center staff in January as

communications coordinator, a
-new position. Her core responsi
bilities are man- '->

~

aging the Center's ~
~new World Wide ~

~Web site (see story '-'
iiion page one) and Q

editing the SPLC
Report, two differ
ent tasks that
dovetail nicely
since both require
staying up-to
date on new
developments in Penny Weaver

each of the Cen-
ter's departments.

Though the position is new
for the Center, Weaver is not.
She was editor of the Center
newspaper, then called the
Poverty Law Report, from Janu
ary 1975 until July 1976, when
she left to move to Mobile.
Weaver produced the first spe
cial edition of the Report, which
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the hitching post - called bar
baric by several of the plaintiffs'
experts - should end:'

In the same order, Judge
McPherson also ruled that pris
oners cannot be refused visita
tion by family members merely
because they are assigned to
punitive work crews, which the
Department of Corrections
euphemistically terms "Alterna
tive Thinking Units."

Klanwatch DirectorJoe Roy

Roy praised the Army tor
addressing the issue of extrem
ism in its ranks. "Klanwatch has
long urged the military to dis
miss troops who join white
supremacist organizations. As a
result of this initiative, Army
commanders know more about
the problem of racist activities
and are better able to take
appropriate actions:' Roy said.

witnesses provided by the Law
Center. She concluded: "That
with deliberate indifference for
the health, safety, and indeed the
lives of inmates, prison officials
have knowingly subjected them
to all of the hazards of the hitch
ing posts, then observed as they
suffered pain, humiliation, and
injuries as a result. Their indif
ference is offensive to the Eighth
Amendment, and their use of

detailed lecture on white ~

supremacist and other extremist ~

organizations to participants in a ;
training program sponsored by 13

the U.S. Army's Task Force on ~
Extremist Activities. The training
event was held here in November.

"Roy provided an in-depth,
objective overview of the white
supremacist movement and the
individuals involved in these
organizations, and more signifi
cantly, he highlighted the danger
of these organizations if left
unchecked:' said task force mem
ber Col. Hubert Bridges Jr., an
official in the U.S. Army's Inspec
tor General's office.

The training program was
part of a worldwide assessment
of extremism in the U.S. Army
prompted by the December 1995
killings of a black man and
woman in Fayetteville, N.C.,
allegedly by racist soldiers. This
phase of the review addressed
the problem of extremism in the
Army Reserve, National Guard
and civilian work force.

'Painful and Torturous Punislunent'

A LEXANDRIA, Va. - Center
officials continue to help

the U.S military in its efforts to
eliminate racist behavior from
its ranks. Recently, Klanwatch
Director Joe Roy addressed a
group of Army officers and civil
ians assigned to root out extrem
ism in the military. His presenta
tion was by invitation from
Secretary of the Army Togo
West.

A decade ago, Center investi
gators uncovered evidence docu
menting active-duty Marines
training militia forces in North
Carolina. Morris Dees, the Center
co-founder and chief trial coun
sel, alerted the news media and
called for Pentagon action. In
response, the Defense Depart
ment issued a directive giving
military commanders the author
ity to take disciplinary action
against soldiers who participate
in white supremacist or neo-Nazi
activities.

Roy, who has monitored racist
activities for over a decade, gave a

Klanwatch Helps Anny Fight
Extremism in the Ranks

As an educator with a limited
budget, I am grateful to have
received such quality materials for
free. I guarantee that my students
have benefited and have been
enlightened from these products.

- Teacher, Riverside, Ill.

I was simply overwhelmed
when I saw the beautiful posters
from your Center. They are truly
an inspiration to me, and I feel
tha they will be of extre e
to all school-age children.

- Teacher, Washington, D. C.

Production and distribution
of the "One World" poster set is
made possible by the loyal sup
port of the Center's donors. The
package is sent free to teachers
upon written request on school
letterhead. Non-educators may
purchase a set for $25.

I was touched to have received
the absolutely beautiful posters
from your organization. I can
only hope that our efforts to use
them effectively as teaching tools
will equal your immense generosi
ty and.vision.

- Teacher, Providence, R.I.

Continued from page 1

and was hitched to a post in hot
weather. He begged for water,
but a corrections officer teased
him about being on the hitching
post and offered water to prison
dogs instead. Hope testified the
officers made him feel he "wasn't
even a human being."

Judge McPherson's opinion
.~ summarized the inmates' testi-

__............__~_""""_..dif!;."",~®....~ .....~ mony and that of several expert

The "One World" posters
released in September 1996

by the Teaching Tolerance pro
ject have received enthusiastic
response from teachers nation
wide. Educators are using the
eight full-color posters as the
focus for lessons in tolerance as
well as for display in classrooms,
hallways and other public places.
More than 58,000 teachers have
requested the free package,
which also contains a detailed
study guide.

Taken from the "One World"
pages of Teaching Tolerance mag
azine, the posters feature images
and quotations that promote
themes of unity and world
peace. The artwork and text
selections - including a
drawing by a Palestinian girl, a
quilt by a Japanese-American
artist and an excerpt from a peace
essay by a Native American youth
- reflect a rich cultural spec
trum. The study guide provides
detailed lesson plans to help
teachers explore the world of
diversity with students of all ages
through a variety of activities.

Following are examples of
comments from educators:

The bright colors ofTeaching Tolerance's "One World" posters atttract preschoolers
Elliott Erickson and Amanda Simmons at Druid Hills Chiia Development Center in
Atlanta. The free poster set has been requested by over 58,000 teachers nationwide.

One World
Posters Prompt
Widespread
Enthusiasm
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Carol Gilbreath (left) and Ashley Alred

New Faces in Fundraising

Sound Financial Management Benefits
Center's Work for Justice and Tolerance

"Never again will the NAACP find
itself near financial ruin;' NAACP
president Kweisi Mfume said.
Many colleges also have seen the
wisdom of planning ahead. Some
small schools of fewer than 5,000
students have endowments ofover
$300 million, and large universi
ties like Harvard have several bil
lion dollars in their endowments.

Some have criticized the Cen
ter and other advocacy groups
for having endowments. While
they view colleges and universi
ties as unique institutions whose
permanent existence is taken for
granted, they feel that groups
like the Center and other chari
ties should live hand-to-mouth.

Fortunately, most of the
Center's supporters believe the
work of the Center is far too
important to risk because of
short-sighted financial planning
- or no financial planning at
all. They have seen the wisdom
of raising funds to operate
Teaching Tolerance, Klanwatch,
the Militia Task Force and its
legal programs while, at the
same time, building its endow
ment. In establishing its endow
ment, the Center has proven
that high ideals and sound
financial management are not
mutually exclusive.

shrinking. But each year this has
become more expensive to do
through the mail. Donors do not
want a large portion of their
gifts spent on fundraising, so
public interest groups without
plans to free themselves from
increasingly expensive direct
mail face a bleak financial future.

Looking to the Future
Because Dees foresaw these

problems, the Center began over
20 years ago to prepare for the
end of fundraising through the
mail. The Center started build
ing an endowment. The Center's
goal is to have an endowment
large enough to sustain its cur
rent level of activities, to fund
new projects and lawsuits as the
need arises, and to protect the
Center from inflation. The Cen
ter's governing board has
restricted both the principal and
income from the endowment to
future programs.

The Center's endowment now
stands at $77 million. Other orga
nizations that have established
endowments include the Anti
Defamation League and the Sier
ra Club Centennial Fund. The
NAACP recently announced
plans to establish a $50 million
endowment within five years.

Twenty-six years ago, when
Morris Dees, Joe Levin, and

Julian Bond founded the South
ern Poverty Law Center, they
faced a crucial question: How
wasthe work of the Center going
to be funded? Foundation sup
port was considered, but they
did not want the Center's future
to depend on the continuing
good will of just a few large
sources. Instead, they decided
to use the mail to ask for sup
port from thousands of indi
vidual donors.

Although this approach has
been remarkably successful for
the Center, Dees was convinced
the day would come when
groups like the Center would not
be able to afford direct mail
fundraising any longer.

The cost of a first-class stamp
has risen over 500 percent since
the Center began in 1971 
from 6¢ to 32¢. Average gifts
from Center supporters have
grown less than 40 percent dur
ing this period, and printing
and mailing costs have
increased much faster than the
average donation.

Bringing in new donors is the
only way to keep the Center's
membership base - its primary
source of support - from

vital to the work of the Center. It
is through them that our efforts
will continue into the 21st cen
tury and beyond;' she said.

Ashley Alred has joined the
fundraising team as its donor
relations coordinator. Alred has
a business degree from Auburn
University at Montgomery. From
1993 to 1996, she worked as a
teller with a local bank, gaining
invaluable customer service
expe~ience.Alred is pleased to be
part of the Center. "I feel hon
ored to be able to work with an
organization that makes positive
changes in society;' she said.

In her new position, Alred
handles supporters' questions
about the Center's work. She is
pleased by the enthusiasm fond
in their letters and phone calls.

Carol Gilbreath has joined
the Center as its planned

giving assistant. Gilbreath is
originally from Texarkana,
Arkansas, but has spent most of
her adult life in Alabama. From
1984 to 1994, Gilbreath operated
her own insurance business in
Florence, Alabama, and special
ized in life, health, annuities and
business owners insurance.

Gilbreath first learned about
the Center when she and her
family moved to Montgomery
last year. "For me, the Center is
an instrument of good in our
world;' she said.

As planned giving assistant,
Gilbreath responds to inquiries
regarding gifts to the Center
such as wills and charitable gift
annuities. "Our supporters are

In Honorof ~_____'__ _

I am enclosing a special gift in the amount of $ _

In Memoryof _

Phone, _

Name(s) _

Address -----'-- _

City/State/Zip _

Indicate OIl acknowledgment IIIat gift is being made by:

SOUTHERN POVERTY LAW CENTER
P.O. Box 548 . MONTGOMERY, AL 36101-0548 . (334)264-0286

Si Y/leHUJ7 allSi ..YiiJmJro/~g;rm

mote interracial and intercultur
al understanding in the class
room and in the world in which
we live;' wrote Richard H. Karas,
vice president for academic
affairs. "While this does not
ameliorate the heinous act, it is
one small way in which we can
personally contribute to pro
moting acceptance and tolerance
of all people:'

California State University at
San Marcos is a young school 
established eight years ago 
that is committed to diversity
among its students and faculty,
said spokeswoman Norma
Yuskos. The campus is located
near Fallbrook, Metzger's home.

To Celebrate his/her/their ~ _

City/State/Zip -----'-- _

Name _

Address _

send acknowledgment of iift to:

Please Print

group founded by racist Tom
Metzger. The boy was released
because he was acting under his
First Amendment right and
because none of the flyers specif
ically named any individuals.
Several other youths were inves
tigated in connection with the
incident.

Last fall, swastikas and a
threatening message aimed at a
female African-American profes
sor were found in a men's bath
room on campus.

Some of the university staff
and administrators decided to
make contributions to "worthy
organizations such as yours
which work so diligently to pro-

SAN MARCOS, Cal. - In
response to a spate of vicious

hate crimes on the California
State University campus here, a
group of concerned CSU
employees committed itself to
making donations to anti-racist
organizations each time such
activity occurs. The group
selected the Southern Poverty
Law Center to receive its first
donations.

In Februar~ a IS-year-old
boy admitted distributing flyers
containing racist language and
crude drawings on some 300
student cars here. He acknowl
edged being a member of the
White Aryan Resistance, the hate

Donations to Center Counter Hate Activity
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Upgraded Security System Protects Center Employees

Name ----------------------------~

laced with ominous threats
against Dees.

"What is the upshot of all
this?" Metzger concluded.
"Simple. It ain't over till its
over, friends. I am trying to
guess HOW it will happen, not
IF it will happen.... Only
time will tell, but one thing for
sure, White Separatists will be
at every public, and possibly
private, gatherings" with Dees.

IN MEMORIAM

I n his February newsletter,
Tom Metzger of the White

Aryan Resistance (WAR)
described at length an orga
nized effort by white
supremacists to stalk Morris
Dees and challenge him at his
speaking engagements. "Dees
is of more than passing inter
est to many lone wolves that
move in the night," Metzger
wrote. His "editorial" was

,Nina Raparazzo (1974-1996)

White Supremacists Target Dees

Guards patrol Center facilities 24 hours a day.

Brinkman has also been able to ~

design a program for training, ~

equiping and supervising the ~
Center's security staff. High- ~
quality training and profession
alism are emphasized. Regardless
of weather conditions, Center
guards are always on patrol.

"The first person any Center
visitor meets is the security
officer on the street," Brinkman
said. "Our guards not only
deter, detect and respond to
threats, they also act as Center
ambassadors. They've greeted
and assisted thousands of Civil
Rights Memorial visitors as well
as guaranteed smooth but con
trolled access to the Center."

New surveillance cameras
replaced an aging system. They
monitor all entrances and exits
to Law Center buildings as well
as exterior areas, including the
Civil Rights Memorial and
Center parking areas, 24 hours
a day.

Last summer, a new security
building was constructed. It
serves as an efficient outpost
for the guards while fitting aes
thetically into the existing Cen
ter architectural scheme.

Dees has been at the top of the
militant right's hit list.

In 1995, in the wake of the
Oklahoma City bombing, the
Center hired retired Air Force
Master Sergeant Tom Brinkman,
a 19-year veteran of military law
enforcement with experience
safeguarding nuclear weapons.
Brinkman supervised the
redesign of the physical security
system for the Center. Because of
his work as an Air Force Security
Police Academy instructor,

o The Center is already included in my will or estate plans. Please enroll me as a Partner for the Future.

o I'm interested in becoming a Partner for the Future.

Please send me information on:
o Wills 0 Charitable Remainder Trusts 0 Retirement Plans
o Securities 0 Charitable Lead Trusts 0 Insurance Policies

Please send me personalized, confidential calculations on the life income option(s) selected using
the following birthdate(s) and theoretical gift:

o Charitable Gift Annuities/Fixed Income Option
o Pooled Income FundsNariable Income Option
Date(s) of Birth _

$ 0 Cash 0 Securities ($ ) Cost Basis

The Southern Poverty Law Center has established a planned giving program called Partners
for the Future. By participating in Partners for the Future through wills and other special gifts,

Center donors can extend their support for equality and justice beyond their own lifetimes.
If you plan to or have already remembered the Center in your will or estate plans, please help the

Center update its records by sending a letter to the
address below.

With the goal of eventually freeing
itself from the uncertain ties of
fund raising, the Center dec~ded to
establish a permanent endowment
large enough to sustain the Center's
operations for many years to come.

The Center's goal for the Endow
ment is $100 million, two-thirds of
which has been attained. With your help
through Partners for the Future, we hope to
reach our goal in the next decade. Approximately 10 per
cent of Center support is applied annually to the endowment. The Endowment Fund is a "pact with
future generations" that will help ensure resources for the Center's work well into the 21st century.

....•...............•......................................••.•••..•....•..............................

Address _

City/State/Zip _

o Please contact me at

Mail to: Partners for the Future· The Southern Poverty Law Center· P.O. Box 548· Montgomery AL 36101-0548

CENTER VISITORS

Partners for the Future
A Way to Help More Than You Thought You Could

T he Center's fight against
hate crime and domestic

terrorism has brought it count
less threats over the years.
Klansmen burned the Center
offices in 1983. Members of the
White Patriot Party conspired
in 1986 to blow up the Center
with a military rocket. Last
year, three extremists in Okla
homa were convicted of plot
ting to bomb the Center.
Through all of this, Center
Chief Trial Counsel Morris

. Longtime donors Virginia and Roy Newcomb (left) ofAnoka, Minnesota, and Herbert
and Shirley Soule ofSt. Louis chatted with Klanwatch director Joe Roy (center) when
they visited the SPLC offices on February 3.
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