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Victory over Klan

SPLC wins $2.5 million verdict
for teen attacked by Klansmen

The Southern Poverty Law
Center scored a crushing jury
verdict against the leader of the
Imperial Klans of America (IKA)
and one of his chief lieutenants
following a three-day trial in
Kentucky that included dramatic
testimony about a plot to assassi-
nate SPLC founder Morris Dees.
The $2.5 million verdict on
Nov. 15 likely dealt a fatal blow to
the IKA, one of the most danger-
ous Klan networks in America.
IKA leader Ron Edwards re-
signed from his post a week after
the verdict. And SPLC attorneys
are moving toseize Edwards’ inter-
estin the IKA's 15-acre compound
in Dawson Springs, Ky., site of an
annual gathering of Klansmen,
neo-Nazis and racist skinheads.

The jury reached its decision
after hearing witnesses describe
the July 2006 attack on Jordan
Gruver, a teen who was brutally
beaten by Klansmen on a re-
cruiting mission at a county fair
in Brandenburg, Ky.

The trial highlighted the
growing number of hate crimes
committed against Latinos in
this country. Jordan is a U.S.
citizen of Panamanian-Indian
descent, but the Klansmen
who beat him called him an
“illegal spic.”

In seeking a verdict large
enough to demolish the IKA, the
SPLC trial team followed a legal
strategy it has used to bankrupt
numerous other hate groups
over three decades.
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Chief trial counsel Morris Dees holds the IKA's secret handbook as he questions Klan leader Ron Edwards,

THE STORY

Read a detailed account of the
three-day trial on pages 1and
2 in the special insert.

THE PLAYERS

Read summaries of the main
characters' roles in the trial on

the insert's page 3.

IN THE COURTROOM

Review a timeline of the SPLC's

victories against hate groups
on the insert's page 4.

FIGHTING HATE

Obama plotter had ties to group sued by SPLC

As details of a white supremacist
plot to assassinate President-
elect Barack Obama emerged in
October, the SPLC revealed that
aracist skinhead group to which
one of the suspects belonged had
close ties to a Klan leader suc-
cessfully sued by the SPLC.

The elder Edwards resigned
his post days after the SPLC
won a crippling $2.5 million
verdict against the Klan group
in November for a 2006 attack
on a teenager at a fair in rural
Kentucky. Jarred Hensley of
Cincinnati, a former IKA mem-

Daniel Cowart has ties to Klan leader sued by the SPLC.

Daniel Cowart wasamember
of the Supreme White Alliance
(SWA), a group formed ear-
lier this year and led by Steven
Edwards. Edwards is the son
of Ron Edwards, who served as
the imperial wizard, or national
leader, of the Imperial Klans of
America (IKA).

ber who was also named in the
SPLC case, is the SWA’'s second-
in-command.

The SWA posted a note after
the arrests saying that a “pro-
bate” member — clearly Cowart,
although the site didn’t mention
his name — had been booted out
some time ago.
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But, Cowart is described as
“member #3” of the SWA on
the group’s web page on a social
networking site. That descrip-
tion means Cowart was the
third to sign up for an account
on that site.

Birthday party for Hitler

On Cowart’s Supreme White
Alliance page, he describes
himself as “easy going and easy
to get along with, as long as you
are White!” A photo obtained
by the SPLC shows Cowart at
a birthday party held for Adolf
Hitler along with others linked
to the alliance. The group is dis-
playing a birthday cake marked
with the SWA acronym.

The SWA page on the social
networking site also carries a
page entitled “Daniel’s Friends”
that lists the current SWA
president, Steven Edwards, as
Cowart’s friend.

It'snot clearif Cowart’s alleged
partner in the Obama plot, Paul
Schlesselman, was a member or
associate of the group. The SWA
posting suggests that he was not.

The two men were arrested af-
ter federal agents uncovered what
theydescribedasaplottogoona
multi-state “killing spree.” In an
affidavit, the ATF said that the
two men, both of whom were de-
scribed as holding “strong” white
supremacist beliefs, had met via
the Internet in late September.

They later got together and
allegedly decided to kill dozens
of African Americans before at-
tempting to assassinate Obama.
In a blog posting, former IKA
member Hensley commended
the two, writing that they de-
served the “Roman salute,” re-
ferring to the seig heil.

Rash of racial incidents since election
The plot to kill Obama is one
of the most serious examples
of the undercurrent of racism
among Americans that bubbled
to the surface during the presi-
dential campaign. Since the

election, there has been a rash-

ofracial incidents — cross burn-
ings, black figures hung from
nooses, vandalism, racist graf-
fiti and threats.

On Dec. 6 in Shreveport, La.,
a black man was hospitalized
overnight after he was brutally
beaten by three white men be-
cause he wore an Obama T-shirt.
In New York, a black teen was
attacked with a bat on election
night by four white men who
shouted “Obama.” In Idaho,
young elementary studentson a
school bus chanted “assassinate
Obama.” In Los Angeles, swasti-
kas and racial slurs were spray-
painted on cars, sidewalks and
houses. And there was a series
of disturbing anti- Obama inci-
dents on university campuses
across the country.
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A MESSAGE FROM CENTER PRESIDENT RICHARD COHEN

Despite Obama victory, strong racial divide remains

Like many others on election
night, I marveled at the scenes of
jubilation on TV as people across
the country and the world cele-
brated Barack Obama’s victory.

I can think of only one other
historical eventin recent decades
that prompted such a spontane-
ous outpouring of joy — the fall
of the Berlin Wall in 1989.

The reaction to Obama’s vic-
tory, I suspect, resulted from a
combination of factors. First,
with our nation facing a crum-
bling economy and two protract-
ed wars with no end in sight, vot-
ers were hungry for a newleader
who would take our battered
country in a new direction.

Second, as in 1989, a mighty
barrier had been smashed to bits.

Obama’s election is a power-
ful testament to racial progress
in this country: A number of
SPLC members sent messages
to us (see letters below) sug-
gesting that our many years
of fighting bigotry and teach-
ing tolerance were factors that
helped pave the way for this
historic moment. If that’s true,
the credit really lies with our
thousands of supporters, be-

‘ cause it’s their commitment to

racial justice that inspires and
sustains us.

But for all the elation, it would
be naive to believe Obama’s vic-
tory signals that race is no longer
relevant in our country. -

In the 1960s, the twin issues of
race and peace occupied all of
my attention. Over the years, I
started to feel that I would not
live to see progress on either
front. On Nov. 4, with the elec-
tion of Barack Obama, I dared
to believe again that race can
be minimized as a means of
assessing a person’s character
and worth. During the past de-
cade, the positions of the SPLC
have kept an ember of idealism
alive in me that the election of
Obama fanned into a flame.
Thank you.
W.S.
Fairfax, Virginia

With the election of Barack
Obama, I like to think that
Americais getting past its hate,
but T know it’s not, and the
SPLC is more important than
ever. Keep fighting the good
fight — we are with you!
M. S.
Sellersville, Pennsylvania

Like many Americans, [ was
moved to tears of joy, relief
and pride in my country elec-
tion night as I watched the re-
sults and Obama’s acceptance
speech. I fell asleep on a high
after (yet again) reminding
my four kids that this is the

This is plainly evident from an
analysis of exit polls — and from
the emergence of aracist backlash
in the aftermath of the election.

In Alabama, just 10 percent of
whites cast ballots for Obama —
asharp drop from
the nearly 20 per-
centwho voted for
Democratic nom-
inee John Kerry
in 2004. This
decrease came in
spite of strong po-
litical headwinds
facing the GOP.
In Mississippi,
only 11 percent
of whites chose
Obama, and in
Louisiana, just 14 percent did.

It would be wrong, of course,
to suggest that every white per-
son who voted for Republican
John McCain is a bigot. There
are stark differences between
the two major parties on mat-
ters of policy that have little or
nothing to do with race.

But the lopsided nature of
the white vote in many quar-
ters shows clearly that there
remains a strong racial divide in
our country. Hundreds of years
of slavery and Jim Crow racism
have left a stubborn residue of
bigotry that will likely persist
for years to come. ©

Since Lyndon Johnson was

Richard Cohen

elected more than four decades -

ago, no Democrat haswon a major-
ity of the white vote nationally. It
was Johnson whosigned the major
civil rights laws of the mid-1960s,
toppling institutional barriers to
equal rights for blacks. Shortly
thereafter, Richard
Nixon launched the
GOP’s “Southern
strategy” — an ef-
fort to exploit racial
polarization to win
votes. Since then,
white Southerners
have voted over-
whelmingly for
Republicans in
most presidential
elections,

Bigotry not limited to South
And it’s not just the South
where bigotry still lingers.
The rash of racially charged
incidents following Obama’s
election — cross burnings,
racist graffiti, effigies, threats
and intimidation — across the
country proves the point. In
Massachusetts, for example,
a black church was burned in
a suspicious fire on election
night. In New York, a black
teen was attacked by bat-wield-
ing white men who shouted
“Obama.” And in Idaho, school-
children reportedly chanted
“assassinate Obama” on abus.
Threats to Obama have been
more numerous than to any

MAILBOX

first time ever that anyone
other than a white man will be
president of our country. My
children, who are various mix-
es of African American, Latino
and white, seemed to really get
it and also fell asleep with big
smiles once they understood
that all the grownups weren’t
crying for sad reasons.
S.B.F.
Alameda, California

To have witnessed the elec-
tion of Senator Obama as our
next president is one of he
most amazing events in my
life. Looking at the faces in the

crowds, I saw reflected there -

my own emotions: a true sense

of belief that we are going to be

a part of the change that our

“ great country has needed for
so long.

K. J.L

Phenix City, Alabama

I will do all I can to help
President Obama change the
direction of the country, as
SPLC is doing. Please keep
working for justice. I filed
and am following through on
a discrimination complaint
on behalf of Native American
kids in a Montana school. I
don’t know if I'll prevail, but I

will try. I am inspired and en-
couraged by you. Thank you.
L. M. B.

Nisland, South Dakota

Just a week ago, it seemed
too much to hope for — our
first black president. The
spirit of tolerance is surely
strengthened. And yet there
will always be ignorant and

‘angry people who must be re-

strained. I pray for your safety

and the safety of our new First

Family. Your work is more im-
portant than ever.

JLN.

Hayfork, California

Iam a great fan and support-
er of the work of the SPLC,
and your work has helped to
bring about the historic elec-
tion of President-elect Barack
Hussein Obama, one of those
singular moments that we’ll
all remember for the rest of .
our lives. Thank you!
L.B.
Bloomington, California

I currently make monthly
donations to your organiza-
tion and have always been im-
pressed by your work and dedi-
cation. Your work, and the re-
cent election of Barack Obama

previous president-elect, ac-
cording to the Secret Service.
These included a plot by two
racist skinheads to kill Obama
and dozens of other African-
Americans (see story, page 1).
One of the skinheads was a
member of a group closely asso-
ciated with the Imperial Klans of
America, the group whose leader
we recently faced in court.

White supremacist leaders,
meanwhile, report they are see-
ing a surge in interest in their
organizations. They believe the
election will rally whites to their
cause, especially with the coun-
try struggling with a faltering
economy and a contentious im-
migration debate.

No one stated this more clear-
ly than Jeff Schoep, the leader of
the neo-Nazi National Socialist
Movement. “Historically, when
times get tough in our nation,
that’s how movements like ours
gain a foothold,” he told USA
Today. “When the economy suf-
fers, people are looking for an-
swers. ... We are the answer for
white people.”

It’s a perfect storm for rac-
ist extremists looking to scape-
goat minorities for the nation’s
troubles.

Obama shattered the ultimate
political barrier, becoming the
first non-white president. But
a post-racial America? Thereis
work yet to be done.

gives me such great hope! I feel

so proud for our country.
' K. K.
West Des Moines, lowa

Our visit to the SPLC in July
2007 and meeting Morris
continues to inspire us. Please
know that the recent presi-
dential election was made
possible by the mirror SPLC
holds up to our great coun-
try’s collective face, forcing us
to be honest with ourselves. I
am proud of the reflection I
see today!
P.G.
Piedmont, California

I appreciate the work that you
do. The presidential election
has surprised many people. I,
personally, am very proud of
the outcome. I am not proud
of the bigotry that President-
elect Obama’s win has ex-.
posed. It is shocking to me
to find out how many of my
friends and co-workers are
and were closet bigots and
4ruly feel in their hearts that
America will be hurt, just be-
cause of the color of a man’s
skin. It is shameful, and I am
ashamed of them.
H:FE
Texas
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FBI confirms SPLC findings on
neo-Nazi presence in military

More than twoyears afteran SPLC
investigation revealed that alarm-
ing numbers of neo-Nazi skin-
heads and other racist extremists
were infiltrating the U.S. armed
forces, new evidence indicates the
problem has probably worsened.

In response, SPLC President
Richard Cohenwrote to Secretary
of Defense Robert Gates warn-
ing of the danger posed by an
increasing presence of white su-
premacists in the U.S. military.

“Although there may never be
a fail-safe system that prevents
extremists from infiltrating the
military, we believe that a thor-
ough review of the existing safe-
guardsis in order,” Cohen wrote
in the Nov. 25 letter.

Two years ago, Cohen wrote
to then-Secretary of Defense
Donald Rumsfeld, but the Pen-
tagon refused to acknowledge
the problem.

Military reduces recruiting standards
Since then, potentially violent
extremists have continued to
take advantage of lowered re-
cruiting standards and lax en-
forcement of the military's vague

... anti-extremist regulations. Once

in the military, they receive com-
bat training and gain access to
weapons and explosives.
Among the new evidence is
a recently released FBI Intel-
ligence Assessment, “White Su-
premacist Recruitment of Mili-
tary Personnel Since 9/11,” which
was released to law enforcement
agencies nationwide. The report
confirms that white supremacist
leaders are making a concerted ef-
fort to recruit active-duty soldiers
and recent combat veterans of the
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.
“Sensitive and reliable source
reporting indicates supremacist
leaders are encouraging follow-
ers who lack documented his-

tories of neo-Nazi activity and
overt racist insignia such as tat-
toos to infiltrate the military as
‘ghost skins, in order to recruit
and receive training for the ben-
efit of the extremist movement,”
the report says.

The FBI report details more
than a dozen investigative find-
ings and criminal cases involving
Irag and Afghanistan veterans
as well as active-duty personnel
engaging in extremist activity in
recent years.

‘Potential to pass training to others’

“Looking ahead, current and
former military personnel be-
longing to white supremacist
extremist organizations who
experience frustration at the
inability of these organiza-
tions to achieve their goals may
choose to found new, more op-
eratjionally minded and opera-
tionally capable groups,” the
report concludes. “The military
training veterans bring to the
movement and their potential
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to pass this training on to others
can increase the ability of lone
offenders to carry out violence
from the movement’s fringes.”

The SPLC is engaged in an
ongoing effort to identify and
reveal members of white su-
premacist organizations who
claim to be serving in the mili-
tary. For example, the SPLC re-
cently found that 46 members
of the white supremacist social
networking website New Saxon
identify themselves as active-
duty military personnel. Six of
these individuals are members
of “White Military Men,” a New
Saxon sub-group.

Earlier this year, the founder
of White Military Men identi-
fied himself in his New Saxon
account as “Lance Corporal
Burton” of the 2nd Battalion
Fox Company Pit 2097, from
Florida. Under his “About Me”
section, Burton writes; “Love
to shoot my M16A2 service rifle
effectivelyat the Hachies (Iragis),”

Continued on page 8

Morris Dees Justice Award presented

University of Alabama School of Law Dean Kenneth Randall and Morris Dees
flank Cheryl Little on Nov. 20 after presentation of the 2008 Morris Dees
Justice Award to her in'a ceremony in New York. She is executive director of
the Florida Immigrant Advocacy Center, a nonprofit legal assistance orga-
nization in Miami. The renowned international law firm Skadden Arps Slate
Meagher & Flom partnered with the law school to create the award in honor
of Dees, an Alabama graduate, for his lifelong dedication to public service.

THEY SAID IT

“He wants you to be sure your child can speak fluent illegal alien.”

— G. Gordon Liddy, reacting July 9 on his Radio America program to Barack Obama's comment about the
importance of learning a second language.

“[Barack Obama] ... would deliver us unto a culture of corruption, murder and

conguest.”

— Glenn Spencer, leader of the American Border Patrol nativist group, commenting on Obama's immigration
views in his online American Patrol Report on July 25.

“Mexicans are trashy. All they do is work and make love, I think. Everywhere
youlook, it’s like little Mexico around here.”
— Johnston County, N.C., Sheriff Steve Bizzell, quoted in a Sept. 7 story in the Raleigh News & Observer.

“We need to get our troops out of Iraqg and put them on the streets of America
to protect us from the scourge of illegal immigrants ... raping, murdering like a

scythe across America.”

— Michael Savage, on the Aug. 4 edition of Talk Radio Network's “The Savage Nation,” commenting on the
right-wing Italian government's decision to deploy soldiers on city streets to combat violent crime allegedly
committed by undocumented immigrants.

INTELLIGENCE BRIEFS

Hate groups claim post-election
membership surge

Even as they rail against the
election of the nation’s first
black president, white su-
premacist leaders are claim-
ing that people have flocked
to their organizations since
Barack Obama won the presi-
dential election.

“The League of the South
is reporting a surge in new
members within hours of
the results from yesterday’s
elections,” proclaimed an e-
mail sent by the neo-Confed-
erate group to its supporters
on Nov. 5.

Don Black, who runs the
leading white supremacist
hate site Stormfront.org,
boasted in an online post
that his website was seeing
six times its usual traffic the
day after the election.

Billy Roper. chairman of
the neo-Nazi group White
Revolution, predicted that
“more and more white
Americans [would be] waking
up” and instructed followers
to be prepared. “[W]e are on
the crest of [the storm’s] wave.
People will be coming forward,
shaking the cobwebs from
their numbed minds, and they
will need us tolead them.”

Anti-Latino hate crimes

continue to rise

Hate crimes targeting Latinos
increased again in 2007, cap-
ping a 40 percent rise in the
four years since 2003, accord-
ing to FBI statistics released
in October.

The shocking murder of
an Ecuadorean man by seven
Long Island, N.Y., teens in
November shone a bright
spotlight on such crimes.
According to news reports, the
teens regularlywent “hunting”
for Latinos to attack.

As anti-immigrant propa-
ganda has increased on both
the margins and in the main-
stream of society — where
pundits and politicians have
routinely vilified undocu-
mented Latino immigrants
with a series of defamatory
falsehoods — hate violence
has risen against perceived
“illegal aliens.”

At the same time as anti-
Latino violence has spiked,
the SPLC has reported a ma-
jor increase in hate groups
— from 602 in 2000 to 888
in 2007, a 48 percent jump.
This growth has been driven
almost entirely by the immi-
gration debate.

Teen accused of murdering gay
classmate had skinhead literature
Ventura County, Calif., pros-
ecutors have decided to add

a hate crime enhancement
to the premeditated murder
charge against 14-year-old
Brandon McInerney, who
allegedly gunned down gay
junior high school classmate
Lawrence “Larry” King, 15,
earlier this year. The hate
crime charge was tacked on
after investigators discov-
ered a “trove” of neo-Nazi
literature and drawings in
Meclnerney’s bedroom.
According to a court doc-
ument, the materials seized
from McInerney’s room in-
cluded white supremacist
literature and drawings con-
cerning “a racist skinhead
philosophy of the variety
espoused by Tom Metzger,
David Lane and others.”
Mclnerney is awaiting
trial as an adult for the Feb.
12 murder of King, who was
shot in the head in a class-
room full of students at E.O.
Green Junior High School.
Witnesses said that King,
who had recently revealed
that he was gay and started
to wear make-up and jew-
elry, had a verbal confronta-
tion with McInerney regard-
ing King’s sexual orientation
the day before the killing,
McInerney’s public de-
fender said his client had the
skinhead items only because
he was researching a term
paper on Adolf Hitler.

David Duke hosts shortened
EURO conference
The European American
Unity and Rights Organiza-
tion (EURO), a white nation-
alist hate group founded by
notorious ex-Klan leader Da-
vid Duke, held its annual con-
ference Nov. 8 at the Memphis
Plaza Hotel & Suites.
Originally scheduled for
three days, the conference
was hastily relocated and
shortened to one day af-
ter the owners of a hotel in
Olive Branch, Miss., where
the gathering of racists was
initially booked, cancelled
their contract with Duke,
citing safety concerns.
During his keynote ad-
dress, Duke was rewarded
with loud cheers when he
promised a bright future for
all who share his racial views.
“We are going to have a
tremendous movement in
this country for our organi-
zation and people’s rights
and destiny and heritage and
freedoms,” Duke said. “Just
the same way you have groups
such as the NAACP ... people
from the ADL... we're going to
have the biggest organization
of any group in the United
States for our people.”
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TEACHING TOLERANCE

SPLC’s ‘Mix It Up’ program taking root in America’s schools

When the SPLC first proposed
Mix It Up at Lunch Day, the
program was regarded as a novel
approach to a problem that was
rarely discussed in the open —
the self-segregation of kids in
American schools.

“With some schools, the prob-
lem of cliques and group segrega-
tion among the students is unde-
niable,” said Mix It Up director
Samantha Briggs. “In others,
they just don’t think it’s a prob-
lem that exists at their schools.

“However, if you let the stu-
dents tell their own story about
the social climate, the reality
of in-school divisions is almost
sure to surface.”

Seven years after the pro-
gram’s launch, more than 8,000
schools across the country par-
ticipated in Mix It Up at Lunch
Day, an annual event that en-
courages students to spend
their lunch hour with someone
who isn’t in their usual clique.
The event never fails to spark
conversations about the racial,
ethnic and class barriers that
divide students — and conversa-
tions about how to break down
those barriers.

*Mix It Up Day is a fantastic
way that the youth of today, adults
of tomorrow, can begin to instill
this change,” said Richard Walsh,
asophomore at Chillicothe High
School in Ohio. “It allows stu-
dents of every diversity and cul-
tural background to have insight

into other people’s lives and how
they live. This alone will tear
down social boundaries that hold
back our society.”

Across the country, schools
are making Mix It Up at Lunch
Day their own and adopting it as
anew tradition.

Briggs traveled to Westford,
Mass., to observe firsthand as
a school held its first “mega-
Mix.” Blanchard Middle School
went beyond the “typical” Mix
It Up at Lunch Day event, de-
voting an entire day to activi-
ties designed to break down
social barriers.

Students saw need

On the face of it, Blanchard’s
student body — which includes
white, Asian-American and
Latino children — doesn’t seem
to have a lot of trouble getting
along. Yet when Blanchard
teachers surveyed the students,

they found that almost half felt
their fellow students were “too

quick to categorize people,” and
more than a third had felt un-
welcome at one point in their
time at the school. Roughly
eight in 10 said the cafeteria
was the place where “cliquish-
ness” was at its worst.

Mix It Up, with its six-year
track record of success in schools
inall 50 states, offered Blanchard
teachers a concrete way to ad-
dress the problem. With a full
day of icebreakers, teamwork-

based games and student-cen-
tered workshops, the middle-
schoolers took an in-depth look
at their own biases.

“It’s the beginning of break-
ing down some of the walls,”

Not every school held an all-
day “mega-Mix” like Blanchard,
but many schools have taken
Mix in their own direction. One
California school held a “Unity
Day” inspired by Mix It Up.

=

Students at Franklin Middle School in Green Bay, Wis., were among the thousands
across America who participated in Mix It Up at Lunch Day on Nov. 13.

said Blanchard guidance coun-
selor Lisa Searle. “With kids,
you can’t just say what they
can’t do ... you have to point
them in the direction of what
they can do and how they can
be a positive leader.”

Many others have made Mix
It Up at Lunch Day the anchor
of an annual “Unity Week” or
“Diversity Week.”

Mix It Up at Lunch Day never
fails to generate headlines in
newspapers around the coun-

MATT LUDKE

try. But this year, the program’s
greatest validation may have
come from a story published be-
fore the Nov. 13 event. Just days
before this year’s Mix, The New
York Times ran a feature article
on the research of Elaine and Art
Aron of Stony Brook University,
who found that even a few hours
of close contact with people of
other races and ethnic back-
grounds can create a significant
reduction in biased attitudes.
While the Arons’ study wasn’t
inspired by Mix It Up at Lunch
Day, it does suggest that the Mix
model works.

Program has year-round impact
While Mix It Up at Lunch Day
has become a November tradi-
tion for many schools, the Mix
It Up program has a year-round
impact in schools. Starter kits
for teachers include a planner
that contains lesson plans for
a year-long anti-bias education
program. In January, students
“mix it up” during “No Name-
Calling Week.” In February, in
honor of Black History Month,
students will analyze the
problem-solving strategies of
African-American leaders.
“Mix It Up at Lunch Day is a
great way to get people talking
about our biases and barriers,”
Briggs said. “But we're réalists, and
we know that to sustain systemic
change, schools need to ‘mixitup’
throughout the academic year.”

SPLC introduces ‘Dobbsy Award’

Peddling phony propaganda
that denigrates an entire
group of people may not be
an enviable skill, but certain
“mainstream” figures have
become so accomplished at
defaming immigrants, mi-
norities and others that the
SPLC has created a tongue-
in-cheek award for the worst
offenders.

Naturally, it’s called the
Dobbsy.

The award is named in
honor of CNN anchor
Lou Dobbs, who has
repeatedly spread dis-
credited propaganda
about im-
migrants.
After the
award was
announced in Septem-
ber, readers sent their
nominations and one
man stood head and
shoulders above the
rest to claim the inaugu-
ral Dobbsy — Neil Cavuto
of Fox News.

The host of “Your
World with Neil Cavuto”
used his Sept. 18 program to
blame the subprime mort-
gage meltdown on poor

Y

minorities who have dared try

" toown ahome.

“I don’t remember a clari-
on call that said, ‘Fannie and
Freddie are a disaster. Loan-
ing fo minorities and risky
folks is a disaster,” he said on
the program.

By playing Pin-the-Blame-
on-the-Minority, Cavuto ex-
emplified what it means to be
a Dobbsy winner.

Make your nomination for
a Dobbsy at www.
splcenter.org/

blog/dobbsy-
awards. Include
any links or
other support-
ing evidence
debunking the
nominee’s
statements.
A nominee
will be se-
lected period-
ically for the
award, and at
some point,
Hatewatch
readers will be
asked to select a
Dobbsy of the Year.

ILLUSTRATION BY DANIEL ADEL

SEEKING JUSTICE

Thousands of workers to recover
lost wages in SPLC forestry case

A federal judge’s ruling in early
October means that thousands of
foreign guestworkers represent-
ed by the Southern Poverty Law
Center will recover wages owed
to them by one of the nation’s
largest forestry contractors.

U.S. District Judge Clarence
Cooper found that SPLC lawyers
can seek unreimbursed expenses
incurred by guestworkers em-
ployed by Eller and Sons Trees
Inc. of Franklin, Ga. The sum-
mary judgment also found that
actual damages sought by these
workers can exceed $500,000.
The employer had sought to cap
the damages.

Now that SPLC lawyers have
won the major legal arguments
in the case, they must prove how
much money is owed to more
than 3,000 workers who came to
this country through the federal
government’s temporary guest-
worker program.

“This is a great victory for
these forestry workers,” said
Mary Bauer, director of the
SPLC’s Immigrant Justice
Project. “For too long this indus-
try has seen guestworkers as a

disposable workforce to be used,
abused and thrown away. This
decision is a signal that those
days are coming to an end.”

Findings provide future protection
The ruling contains several key
legal findings that can be used
in the future to protect guest-
workers from abuse, including
a finding that held the president
of the company, Jerry Eller, per-
sonally liable — a finding that
can prevent companies from
simply declaring bankruptey to
avoid a judgment.

Lured from Mexico and
Guatemala, the guestwork-
ers planted pine trees in the
Southeast, the nation’s largest
timber-producing region. Eller
and Sons Trees has been de-
scribed as the largest forestry
contractor in America.

The class action lawsuit —
Escolastico de Leon-Granados
et al. v. Eller and Sons Trees,
Inc. — alleges violations of mini-
mum wage and overtime protec-
tions, as well as other violations
of the Migrant and Seasonal
Agricultural Worker Protection

Act. It was under this act that the
judge found the actual damages
sought by the workers could ex-
ceed $500,000.

The court also found that
the representations an em-
ployer makes to the govern-
ment on the H-2B visa ap-
plications — such as the total
hours the employees will work
per week — can be enforced by
the workers even if they are
unaware of what the employer
reported to the government.
This finding would hold an
employer liable for a 40-hour
work week promised on its
application to the federal gov-
ernment, even if the employer
never made such an agreement
with his workers.

The judge found that an em-
ployer cannot drive a worker’s
pay below the minimum wage
rate by deducting expenses for
things that primarily benefit the
employer. This is a majorissue for
guestworkers, because they of-
ten find themselves deep in debt
from fees charged for recruit-
ment, travel and visa expenses.

Continued on page 8
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SPLC sues Tennessee cheese company
after workers threatened, held hostage

The SPLC has sued a Tennessee
cheese factory after a dozen
Latino workers were arrested,
jailed and threatened with de-
portation when they demanded
their paychecks.

The Oct. 16 lawsuit charges
that Durrett Cheese Sales of
Manchester, Tenn., its presi-
dent and several members of
the Coffee County Sherift’s
Department conspired to vio-
late the rights of the workers
by falsely charging them with
trespassing after they stopped
working and demanded pay-
checks that had been delayed
several weeks.

“The companyused the Coffee
County Sheriff’s Department and
U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement [ICE] to retaliate
against employees exercising
their legal rights to stage a peace-
ful work stoppage,” said Mary
Bauer, director of the SPLC’s
Immigrant Justice Project. “The
sheriff’s department didn’t even
bother to protect the rights of
these workers.”

TEACHING TOLERANCE

If slavery is Amenca S orlgmal
sin, then why do the words
“racism” and “discrimina-
tion” never appear in some of
the country’s most widely used
history textbooks?

Wisconsin elementary .

teacher Bob Peterson asked
that question earlier this
year when his school district
began looking to the nation’s
four biggest textbook pub-
lishers to find a new social
studies text for Milwaukee
schools.

“Publishers often market
their textbooks as ‘multicul-
tural’ or ‘diverse,’ but not a
single one of the 5th-grade
textbooks under consider-
ation even contained the word
‘racism,” said Peterson, who
teaches at La Escuela Fratney,
a dual-language public school
in Milwaukee. “There’s a si-
lence on race, labor issues
and imperialism that is very
noticeable.”

With a $5,000 grant from
the SPLC’s Teaching Tolerance
project, Peterson set out to
provide an alternative to the
story being told by America’s
history texts. Multimillion-
dollar textbook companies are
taking notice.

Peterson assembled hisown
team of textbook reviewers,
drawn from communities that
were left out of orunderserved
by most major American text-

S e T e

S?LC gfant add

Filed in the U.S. District
Court for the Middle District of
Tennesseein Nashville, the lawsuit
alleges violation of federal law, in-
cluding the Fair Labor Standards
Act. It also alleges violation of the
Tennessee Human Rights Act, in-
fliction of emotional distress and
malicious prosecution.

Company targeted indigenous group
Durrett hired indigent Mexican
workers to perform various jobs
at the factory, including the slic-
ing, packaging and processing
of cheese. The company specifi-
cally targeted members of the
Mixteco indigenous group in the
Manchester area to work at the
factory. These workers were sub-
jected to a hostile, intimidating
and abusive work environment,
where they were referred to as
“stupid Indians” and “donkeys.”
Non-Latino workers did not ex-
perience the same delay in their
paychecks, threats or derogatory
remarks.

The company, in fact, repeat-
edly failed to pay the Latino

e e

books. Dubbed the Social
Studies Task Force, the group
included representatives from
the NAACP, the American
Jewish Committee and labor
unions, among others,

Major omissions found in texts
The group found major omis-
sions in all the textbooks un-
der consideration. The books
vaguely referred to “mistreat-
ment” of Native Americans,
withone prompt-
ing students to
ponder what
“some American
Indians learned
after they moved
to Spanish mis-
sions.” Mention
of strikes or
other worker
movements was
almost nonexis-
tent. And lead-
ers of color —
from Frederick
Douglass to César Chavez
— made cameo appearances
atbest.

How did this happen? A
handful of publishers produce
most K-12 textbooks, Peterson
notes, and those publish-
ers market their books to
large states such as Texas and
California. Political pressure
groups also focus their efforts
on the “big states,” and pub-
lishers take care to avoid un-

" Bob Peterson

workers on time before and after
filing for Chapter 11 bankruptcy
protection in August 2007. Some
workers sometimes worked
for more than a month with-
out pay. Other times they were
underpaid or paid with checks
backed with insufficient funds.
Durrett also repeatedly changed
their pay dates. One supervisor
threatened that if the workers
quit they would not receive any
of their back pay.

On Oct. 22, 2007, the work-
ers refused to leave the company
break room and return to work
until they received their back
pay. When a supervisor fired
them and told them to leave,
they refused.

Company called sheriff
The sheriff’s department was
called and the workers were ar-
rested even though the police
were informed that the workers
were involved in a pay dispute.
The workers were jailed for
trespassing — a charge dropped
Continued on page 8

resses textbook bias

comfortable subjects for fear
oflosing big contracts.

Peterson and the task
force are using the Teaching
Tolerance grant to set up a
website (http://ssr.texodev.
com) where teachers can go
to post their own lesson plans
and source material designed
to fill in the gaps in the major
textbooks. The project has
brought Peterson to the at-
tention of the nation’s major
8 textbook pub-
- g lishers — some
Z of whom are
now talking
about produc-
ing supple-
ments to cover
issues that are
left out of their
history books.

The school
board is also
listening. It has
put Milwaukee’s
purchase of a
new social studies textbook on
hold until so it can negotiate
with the Social Studies Task
Force and find the best way
to proceed.

“Teaching our children
about race and social justice
is one of the most important
things we can do,” Peterson
said. “We can’t just leave this
responsibility in the hands ofa

‘corporation. We need to make

sure every voice is heard.”

Tyler Edmonds was 13 when he was sentenced to life in prison.

SEEKING JUSTICE

Youth’s acquittal shines light
on children tried as adults

The acquittal of a Mississippi
teen in a high-profile murder
case could end the state’s prac-
tice of trying young children
as adults and locking them up
with grown men and women
— changes championed by the
SPLC’s Mississippi Youth Justice
Project (MYJP).

Tyler Edmonds, 17, was found
innocent of a 2003 murder during
hisretrialin November. Edmonds
was only 13 when he was sen-
tenced to life in prison for the
shooting death of his brother-in-
law. He appealed and won a sec-
ond trial, during which his defense
said he was coerced into makinga
false confession in 2003.

After the acquittal, some
Mississippi legislators recog-
nized the need to reform a justice
system that brutalizes children
while providing few opportuni-
ties for rehabilitation.

“We must seize this moment
to prevent other children from
being imprisoned for life by
an unfair justice system,” said
Mississippi Rep. George Flaggs.

He said Mississippi law must
be changed to allow juveniles
convicted of adult crimes to be
eligible for parole. Currently,
children as young as 13 who are
charged with serious crimes,
such as murder, sale of drugs and
armed robbery, are tried as adults.
Convictions can carry a life sen-
tence without hope of parole.

System destroys lives
“Tyler Edmonds’ case is a clas-
sicexample of how Mississippi’s
justice system destroys young
lives,” said MYJP director Bear
Atwood. “We’re working on a
campaign to usher in real re-
form that puts young lives back
on track.”

MYJP has already played
a key role in the passage of

legislation to reform the state’s
juvenile justice system, including
the Juvenile Justice Reform Act
of 2005, the Mississippi Juvenile
Delinquency Prevention Act of
2006 and the appropriation of
more than $7 million in state
funding for alternatives to in-
carceration.

During Edmonds’ appeal,
MYJP, with the Mississippi
Psychological Association and
the Mississippi Families as
Allies for Children’s Mental
Health, filed a “friend of
the court” brief on behalf of
Edmonds. The brief asked
the court to recognize that
Edmonds deserved the legal
protections afforded to minors.
It also asked for the reversal of
his murder conviction.

Edmonds wrote and thanked
MYJP after receiving a copy of
the brief. “You did an excellent
job, and I was very proud to know
you all did that for me and all
children in our judicial system.”

Lawmakers seek reform
Some lawmakers said they ex-
pect to see reform legislation
introduced in 2009.

They noted that taxpayers
benefit and communities are
safer when juveniles have ac-
cess torehabilitation. Research
has shown that youths who stay
in the juvenile justice system,
as opposed to being tried in the
adult system, are less likely to
commit crime and more likely
to become productive citizens.

“It's unconscionable that our
state goes out of its way to pre-
vent the rehabilitation of our
children,” said state Sen. Willie
Simmons. “Yet Mississippi has
no problem with making a 13-
year-old juvenile share a jail
cell with 30-year-old man.
What does that say about us?”

AP PHOTO/THE COMMERCIAL DISPATCH, MATTHEW WEST
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TRIBUTE GIFTS RECEIVED BY THE CENTER FROM SEPTEMBER 2008 THROUGH NOVEMBER 2008

Judy Cumbee &
Jim Allen

Amanda Voight &
Nicholas Anderson

Hadassah &
Jon Armold

Doris & John
Babcock

Stan Baker

LaContiss Barnes

Ale Mena Benedito

Ross Benjamin

Abraham Berens

Lila Berman

Arlene Bernstein

Tom Bickley

Karen Bradley &
Gary Bradley

Shirley Brandt

Mark & Brian

Paul Newhouse &
Verena Brunner

Vivian Burch

Bill Butler

Paul Canin

Jean Chalmers

Dawn Clark-Netzch

Derek Coates

Richard Cohen

Robert P. Cooper &
Ann M. Cooper

Heidi Geisz & Chip
Cotton

Judith Creedy

Cynthia

Terry & Frank
D'Amico

Mr. & Mrs. Carlton
Davenport

Dan De Arment

Annaliese J. de la
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Mike Heyl & Roger
Delaurier

Morris Dees

Rebecca D. Demorest

Jeanne Dreifus

David & Marilee
Driver

Robert Ellis

Doug Milne & Randy
Enos

Charles Falvey &
Dixie Falvey

Alan Fell

John A. Fillmore

Charlotte Finn

John P. & Toody
Forrester

Maggie J. Foulks

Ralph R. Frerichs

Robert H. Furman,
M.D.

Erez Galil

Herbert Garten

Jill A. Lipoti & Brad
Garton

David Gibbs

Nancy & Allen
Gilbert

Marsha A. Gille

In honor of

Michael Ginsberg
Maria E. Hernandez
& Deborah Glass

Judy Glockner

Richard Golding

Donald F. Goldsmith

Max & Joey
Goldsmith

Roberta Goldstein

Harry & Lisa
Greenwald

Walter Griminger

Jane L. Groh

Jane S. Hall

Philip Hall

Suzann A. Hall

Mark Jacobs &
John Hancock

Jack Harris-Bonham

Thomas Hart

Nicki Hathaway

Stuart & Doris
Hickerson

Susan Cook & Gary
Hillman

Stanley A.
Hoffi:erger

Morton Lee & Chris
Hopgood

Barbara Hozinsky

Dorothea Hunter

Lillian Overstreet
Jackson

Mordecai S. Jackson

David F. Jaffe

Sue Jahn

Margaret S. Jones
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Rich Kaye

Jan Keeling

Annah L. Kelley

Richard Kenney, Jr.

Bob Kollman

Isabel Kornfeld

Sheldon Kottle

David Kulick

Laurette Laramie

Del Lauria
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Charles Lewis

Larry Lieberman

Clarice Lolich

Joe Lovelady

Heidi B. Lowey-Ball

Judy & Robert Lyons

Fredricka Maister

Tom McAdams

Eugene Menaker

David M. Metheny

Phyl & Miriam

George Monk, lIl

Cindy & Steve
Moore
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Moore

Steven Moore

Ginger Walker &
Nick Morgan

Stephan A. Sch-
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David Marrison
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Sara Noonan
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Janet O'Brien
Tricia O'Hara
Harvey Feingold &
Kathleen Osadnick
Rebekah C. Perry
Jeanne Snyder &
Susan Pinza
Arlene Pollak
Mud & Fire Potters
Jerell Price
Zachary B. Prost
Van Baskins & Marc
Purintin
Carolyn Rambo
Marcus Rediker
Walker M. Reel
The Reinhold Family
Lucy D. Rey
Dina Robinson
Esther Rothberg
Jennifer & Sara
Betty Sayler
Meredith Schilling
Emily A. Schulman
Robert J. Schulman
Susan Scott
Patrick Seeholzer
Margot Shandoff

Lena S. Shapiro
Susan Shapiro
Carole Siegel
Norma Siegel
David Siegmund
Celia Silberberg
Martin Simpkins
Jefferson Singer
Francie Snyder
Jan Stewart

Lee Stockwell
Jonathon &

Vicki Sullum
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Janet Thayer
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Trammell
William Turley
Ruth Turner
Stella Udove
Dee Walsh
Bob Weber
Margaret Terry Orr

Wechsler
Elizabeth Weimer
Mark D. Weimer
Ann Weinman
Dorothy J. Weinstein
Mr. & Mrs. Selomon

Weiseal
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Wijeysinghe
Jerome S. Wilcox
Sarah Witter
Margaret Woltz
RoseAnn Zigman

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

MAKE A TRIBUTE GIFT

The Center accepts gifts in memory of someone who has died or in honor of a special
occasion such as a birthday, anniversary or graduation. Donors may also give a gift just
to say “thank you.” The Center will send a card to the person honored or the family of
the deceased. Complete this form and mail it with your contribution.

PLEASE PRINT
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In Memory of

In Honor of
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To celebrate his/her/their
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City/State/Zip

Phone (in case of questions)

SOUTHERN POVERTY LAW CENTER
P.O. BOX 548 * MONTGOMERY, AL 36101-0548 = (334) 956-8200
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Owen Alexander
Tom & Betsy Allen
Blane Anderson
Roland Anderton
Michael! J. Andre
Richard Andrews
Lawrence E. Apor
Consurlo Arms
Kwabena Atiemo
M.E. Balis
Samuel & Rachel
Bayone
Virginia T. Blackwell
Philip Blumenthal
Braeden Bond
Jack Bookman
Gerard H. Borstel
Wayne Bowers
Mary F. Breathitt
Elynor P. Brown
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Edmund Brunner
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Lucy C. Butler
Harry Caicedo
Rose Carn
Darle L. Carter
Rabert J. Case
Wilbur & Ethel Case
J. L. Chestnut
Rev. Dr. & Mrs.
Avery M. Church
Theda Clayhold
Ida Cohen
Rose J. Cohen
Gene Costin
Mary E. Coulthard
Fannie E. Davis Il
Jack Davis
Claro De La Cruz
Ruth L. Detuncq
June Donchess
Joseph R. Dorsey
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Carol Eckerman
Robert G. Ellis
Frank R. Eng
Alfred & Florence
Ettinger
Brian J. Evans
Alan Bartel's Father
Mary L. Ferguson
Janet Fiehn

SPLC donor visits

In memory of

Sam Fredericks
Mort Fredrick
Ed Freedman
Richard Freeman
John L. Freeze
Joan Frelich
Margot Gayle
Max Gerchik, M.D.
Arnie Glassberg
Alan Glenn
Joseph H. Goldberg
Irene L. & James A.
Golden
Loretta Gomez
Shelley Goodman
Zilla Gordon
Morris Gorinson
Edmund M.
Greenwald
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Charles Griswold
Rubin & Helen
Gross
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Gustafson
Sherry Hammer
John W. Hanson
Georgia L, Harmon
George S. Harris
Martin D.
Hoolaghan
John Howie
Dorothy Hung
C.S. Iden
Barbara L. Johanson
Colin W. Kagan
David Kahn
Gene Kassaraba
Leon Kavey
Helen King
Luvern V. Kopp
Rachel Kornetsky
Myron Kraiterman
Carl Kreitzer
Richard J. Kwap
Delyn LaFrance
Belle & Ezra Laury
Peter M. Leopold
Douglas N.
Letendre
Carol Lightman
Benny Lipchik
Amanda M. Little

Milton T. Long

Joseph Lovelady

William N. Lovell

Bess Lumianski

Cleveland
MacAlister

Carol Madoerin

Bernie Marder

Alan G. Marer

Jo Anne, Archie,
Colice, Brenda &
Mark

Marshall Martorin

Millie Meisenhelder

Gordon Merriam

Prudence Saunders
Miller

Robert C.
Mohrbacher, Sr.

Dorothy S. Morrill

Donald E.
Musselman
Jean Nelson
Russell Nelson
Paul Newman
James H. Nichols
Frances L.
Nickerson
Leonard Oguss
Dr. & Mrs. William
F.Ormr
Delbert Overton
Ann Oxley
Mike Paider
Arlinda Price Parr
Helen Pearson
Russell H. Pearson
William H. Peek
Leo Polansky
Marco D. Pollner
Christine Ponder
Ann Portes
Robert Post
Seymour Post
Lawrence Rabb
Florence Rappoport
Michael Richard
Ralph Richard, Jr.
Lynn Rollins
Frank Rose
Joel Roseland
Herbert C.
Rosenthal

William J. Rowles -
Edmund R. Ruoff
Leonard Sadoff
M.D.
Irene Samuel
Selma Schaffner
Henry Scheier
Hart S. Schiess
Lester Schweitzer
Ada & Michael
Shackleton
Rosabelle Shafran
Robert L. Shayon
Miriam & Al
Sherman
Robert H. Shutan
Samuel Simon
Albert Smith, Sr.
Norman C. Smith
Christopher M.
Snethen
Evelyn Sokol
Rita Spirn
Eleanor Sreb
Paul Steinberg
Edward J.
Steponaitis
Dorothea Stewart
Frederick R.
Stewart
Myron Stocking
Rhoda Stockwell
Samuel Taub
Nick Thomas
Jake Thorn
George D. Tilroe
Rocee Turner
John Vinsser
Edward Volkman

~ Michele Waranch

Mary R. Watson

Elizabeth C.
Weaver

Robert C. Weiss

Keith Weitzman

Roger E. Wheeler

I. E. Whisnant

Ruth Williams

James W. Wilson, Jr.

Joseph & Bella R.
Winnegrad

Sol Woolis

Jing Yen

John S. Zinsser, Jr.

Longtime SPLC supporter Brenda Prathro (right) poses with SPLC founder
Morris Dees during her November 17 visit in Montgomery. With her is friend
Carol Ferguson. Both live in the Dallas area.
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by naming SPLC in will Scroll of Remembrance

_ 7 . The Southern Poverty Law Center pays tribute to the memory of deceased supporters who
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VICTORY IN IKA TRIAL PROMPTS OUTPOURING OF SUPPORT

The SPLC’s success in obtaining a substantial verdict in its case against the Imperial Klans
of America prompted hundreds of supporters to write congratulatory notes. Below is a
sampling of their messages, expressing gratitude for the SPLC’s work.

You have done it again. What
awonderful victory for human
rights. I remember your work
here in the Pacific Northwest,
when you shut down the Aryan
Nations in Hayden Lake,
Idaho. You folks at the SPLC
are truly American heroes.
May you continue to have suc-
cess after success. I send dona-
tions to the Center when I can.
Thanks to you for all you do.
RK.T.
Seattle, Washington

I have been amember of SPLC
for anumber of years and have
never felt more proud of this
association than when I read
of SPLC’s victory in Kentucky
at the trial against the IKA
and Ron Edwards. The law-
suit brought on behalf of Mr.
Gruver was a prime example of
the critically important work
SPLC has done over many,
many years. Mr. Dees and
SPLC’s legal team deserve all
the support we can give them
for risking their lives on be-
half of victims of hate violence
across this great country.
C/C.B:
Hudson, Wisconsin

Another well-earned victory.
Though you seem extremely
modest about your work,
I'm not. You are up there
with the best of the best that
keeps my faith in America
and Americans. Enjoy the
holidays, and I will enjoy
Thanksgiving by giving you
thanks and praise.
LG
Clovis, California

I thank Morris Dees and the
SPLC staff for a job well done.
Please keep up the great work
and know that your efforts are
appreciated by everyday people
like myself. Because of people
and organizations like you, I
feel that I canraise my children
tolove, accept, help and under-
stand human beings, no matter
what. Thanks again.
A.B.
Dothan, Alabama

Thank you support staffand le-
gal team of the SPLC for a great
victory against the IKA, for
upholding the Constitution,
for standing strong for human
rights and human decency.
Prospects for change lie with
the new generation, forwhom
there is much hope. Your toler-
ance education programs are
one of the very valuable piec-
es of the big picture. From the
Michael Donald case to your
prison litigation, the dedicat-
ed staff of the SPLC have stood
strong in the fight for ending
hatred and bigotry — which

threatens the very core of the
United States. If the criminal
justice system can’t deal with
thugs and hatemongers like
Ron Edwards and his ilk, then
take their money in civil court!
Brilliant!

I plan on supporting the
essential and very important
work that lies ahead for the
SPLC for many years to come.
I will continue my personal
journey to change not only my
own belief system but to help
others change through educa-
tion and awareness.

Again, thank you. Change.
It’s happening, as witnessed by
the last presidential election!

B.P.
Chanhassen, Minnesota

How wonderful, how grati-
fying, how important that
SPLC’s Morris Dees and
Richard Cohen got the right
and just verdict for the victim
of that heinous assault. Kudos
to you for your fortitude, cour-
age and skill. I am encouraged.
One can never count on a slam
dunk, even in the presence of
such persuasive evidence. I
just wish there was a way to
delete that young man’s mem-
ories. Maybe your advocacy
and fight for him have over-
written some of the pain and
fear. I hope so. Thanks.
N.D. L.
West Hartford,
Connecticut

May God bless you all for the
work you do in burying hatred
in America and demolishing
the hate groups and hatemon-
gers among us. Morris Dees is
indeed a brave man, as are the
rest of the great people in your
organization. America stands
alittle taller because of all you
do. Thank you, and continued
success.
R. M.
Los Angeles, California

Because our funds are so lim-
ited, we choose what organiza-
tions we support on the basis
of the work they do and how
effective they are. You are at
the top of our very short list.
Much love.
D.&L.R.
Darwin, California

Congratulations on the won-
derful work in Kentucky. My
husband and I will be send-
ing in a contribution to aid in
the appeals process to ensure
Jordan and other victims of
hate crimes see the compensa-
tion they have been awarded.
So many people think that
a guilty verdict with an award
handed downbyajury meansa
big win for a plaintiffin a legal

matter when it couldn’t be far-
ther from the truth. Collecting
on the award is probably the
more arduous task.

There should be no doubt
in the Klans’ collective mind
that SPLC will make good
on its promise to collect the
monies owed the victim of
this and other hate crimes, as
well as to put them out of the
hate business.

J LM
Downers Grove, lllinois

I congratulate you on winning
the case concerning Jordan
Gruver. The jury made clear
that people practicing old
warmed-over race hate ideas
are fast coming to a halt!
The racists are being held
accountable! Your win rep-
resents a great day for us all.
Please continue your work
and know that there are many
of us out here who support
your work.
J. M.
Tampa, Florida

A heartfelt congratulations
and thanks for another job
well done: the successful ver-
dict against IKA in the Gruver
assault case. Long before
we elected Obama, you and
the work you do were one of
the few things that made me
proud to be an American.
Keep up the good work, as I
know you'll do.
JL.P.K
San Jose, California

Congratulations on your out-
standing work in forcing the
Klan to take responsibility
for its members’ repulsive ac-
tions. Even though I can afford
only a small donation each
year, I am proud to think [ am
helping even a little bit. With
the election of President-elect
Obama, thereisbound tobea
backlash among the groups
that preach bigotry and hate.
I am glad you are on the job,
shining light in the dark plac-
es where they tend to hide.
Keep up the great work!
J.L.S.
Riverside, California

Congratulations on the ver-
dict for Jordan! Your hard
work and diligence continues
to elevate all of us and is deep-
ly appreciated. Thank you for
affirming . .. Yes We Can!
C.P.R.
Dexter, Maine

Bravo! It gives me great joy to

see my small donations doing
such a big job.

D.H.G.

Shallotte, North Carolina

CONTRIBUTED

SPLC receives prestigious award

SPLC founder Joe Levin (right) accepts on behalf of SPLC the prestigious
Gottheil Award on Nov. 1 at a ceremony at'the University of Alabama.
Presenting the award, which is given periodically by the fraternity Zeta Beta
Tau, is Ken Grodner, a member of the ZBT Supreme Council who serves as
chapter advisor for ZBT at the university. The ZBT Man of the Year award

was also presented to Levin at the event.

FBI confirms SPLC findings

Continued from page 3
and, “Love to watch things blow
up (Hachies House).”

Also, the SPLC has alerted
military authorities to a member
of a neo-Nazi online forum who
claimed in a June 3 post that he
had just enlisted in the U.S. Army.
“Sieg Heil, I will do us proud,” the
skinhead wrote, using the pseud-
onym “Sobibor’s SS,” a reference
to the Sobibor Nazi death camp
in Poland during World War
I1. About a month after he an-
nounced his enlistment, Sobibor’s

S8, who gave his hometown as
Plantersville, Ala., bragged that
he had specifically requested and
been assigned to MOS, or Military
Occupational Specialty, 98D.
MOS98D soldiers are spe-
cially trained in the construc-
tion, use and disarming of im-
provised explosive devices. “I
have my own reasons for want-
ing this training but in fear of the
government tracing me and me
loosing [sic] my clearance I can’t
share them here,” Sobibor’s SS
informed his fellow neo-Nazis.

Workers to recover lost wages

Continued from page 4

Once in debt, guestworkers have
little recourse if they are abused
or underpaid.

The court also found that
the prevailing wage rate for the
area — rather than the lower
minimum wage rate — is pro-
tected from such deductions un-
der this principle. Thisis the first
time such a decision has been
reached in a contested case.

The judge in this case found
that the costs of passports, visas
and other travel costs not only
drove the workers’ pay below
the protected rate level but re-
sulted in workers having “nega-
tive incomes” in their first week

of work. The judge awarded
$53,890 to the case’s named and
opt-in plaintiffs for expenses
that were not reimbursed dur-
ing their first work week, citing
the Fair Labor Standards Act.
Damages for the rest of the class,
which is expected to reach into
the millions of dollars, have yet
to be determined.

“This case is another impor-
tant step in reforming the abu-
sive practices that are rampant
in the forestry industry,” Bauer
said. “The message is becoming
increasingly clear: Guestworkers
have rights.” The Legal Aid
Justice Center of Virginia is serv-
ing as co-counsel in the case.

Workers threatened, held hostage

Continued from page 5

by the district attorney the next
day. Yet the workers remained
in the county jail because their
employer suggested they were
undocumented immigrants and
conspired with law enforcement
to have the workers detained by
immigration officials.

ICE took the workers to a
detention center in Nashville,
where they were interrogated.
Many of the workers are mothers
of young children, some of whom
are disabled or veryill. The wom-
en feared they would be deported

without saying goodbye to them
and arranging for their care. An
SPLC attorney eventually se-
cured their release.

“This case is a shameful re-
minder there are employers
who believe the color of their
workers’ skin or their home
country determines if they
will be paid for an honest day’s
work or even treated with ba-
sic human dignity,” Bauer said.
“Ignoring this abuse hurts
all workers. And it makes us
complicit in creating a class of
worker devoid of any rights.”
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Courtverdict deals fatal blow to IKA

BY SONIA SCHERR

BRANDENBURG, Ky. — On a
hot July night in 2006, four Klan
officials prowled the brightly lit
midway of the Meade County
Fair in northwest Kentucky.
Their mission: to recruit new
members for the Imperial Klans
of America (IKA), one of the larg-
est Klan groups in America.
Around midnight, after an
evening spent handing out busi-
ness cards with IKA contact in-
formation to white fairgoers,
they spotted a different sort of
prey. Sixteen-year-old Jordan
Gruver was about to buy a drink
at a concession stand when the
Klansmen began spewing racial
epithets, including “spic.” They
poured whiskey in his face and
spat on him. Then a Klansman
struck a blow to his jaw that

states. “We intend to collect ev-
ery dime we can on the judgment
and do everything within our
power to put the Imperial Klans
out of business,” said SPLC
President Richard Cohen after
the verdict announcement.

In seeking a verdict large
enough to demolish the KA,
the SPLC followed a legal strat-
egy it has used successfully
against many other hate groups,
including the Klan organiza-
tion responsible for the 1963
Birmingham church bombing
thatkilled four girls. But the IKA
case isalsounique in that part of
its aim was to draw attention to
the growing problem of hate and
violence aimed at Latinos.

Leader accountable for
members’ actions
At its heart, the case was about

knocked the small teenager to whether Edwards — as the IKA

the ground. At least two IKA
members kicked him with steel-
toed boots as he curled into a fe-
tal position and tried to protect
his head with his arms.

“As they were kicking me, I
prayed to myself,” Gruver testi-
fied in court. “I said, ‘God, justlet
me make it home. Please let me
make it home.”

Morris Dees questions witnesses during the trial.

In the end, Gruver did more
than survive an attack that left
him with permanent physical
and mental injuries. As the plain-
tiff in the Southern Poverty Law
Center’s civil suit against then-
IKAleader Ron Edwards, Gruver
helped strike a fatal blow to the
Klan group when a jury award-
ed him just over $2.5 million in
damages. The 12-member panel
deliberated for more than six
hours on Nov. 14 before finding
that Edwards had failed to prop-
erly supervise the Klansmen
who attacked the teenager and
had encouraged their violence.

Their decision is expected
to shut down the TKA, which at
its peak had 16 chapters in eight

leader, or “Imperial Wizard”
— should be held accountable
for the assault on Gruver, even
though he was not directly in-
volved. The SPLC filed suit
against Edwards in July 2007, al-
leging that members of his Klan
group attacked Gruver because
theythought he was anillegal im-
migrant. In fact, Gruver was born
_ in Bismarck, N.D,, the
& son of a white woman
5 from Kentucky and a
£ man of Panamanian-
Indian descent. Also
named as a defen-
a dant in the lawsuit
E was Jarred Hensley,
= who served two years
© in state prison after
pleading guilty in
criminal court to as-
saulting Gruver. Before
trial, the SPLC reached
a confidential settle-
ment with two other Klansmen.
The three-day trial began on
Nov. 12 in the Meade County
Courthouse’s single courtroom,
justamile from the fairgrounds
where Gruver was attacked.
The event brought several ma-
jor media outlets to this rural
county seat of just over 2,000
people some 40 miles southwest
of Louisville.

ISVILLE COURIE!

Tatoos reflect Edwards’ hate

As the trial opened, Edwards, 49,
abeefy man with a goatee, sport-
ed several tattoos on his shaven
head, including “Aryan Justice,”
“Death to ZOG” [Zionist-
occupied government] and
“F.. S.P.L.C." Hensley, 26, tall

Imperial Wizard Ron Edwards (center) poses with security personnel near the entrance to the Imperial Klans of America head-

quarters in Dawson Springs, Ky.

and with close-cropped brown
hair, also had numerous tattoos,
including the word “violence” on
his knuckles, “murder” below his
neck, and a swastika on his arm.

Edwards often shook his head .

as the SPLC made its case, while
Hensley tapped his foot rapidly
beneath the defense table.

During opening arguments,
Edwards asserted that hebore no
responsibility for his Klansmen’s
actions because he never sent
them to the fair on a recruiting
mission. “I did not even know
they were there,” he said.

But the SPLC argued that
Edwards should be
held liable because
he enlisted men
with violent histo-
ries and then sent
them out to recruit new mem-
bers — all in an effort to line his
pockets with membership dues.
Rather than try to control his re-
cruiters by prescribing rules to
govern their conduct, Edwards
added fuel to the fire by preach-
ing hatred and encouraging vio-
lence. “They were bombarded
by images of hate,” said SPLC
founder Morris Dees, who led
the trial team.

Dees later showed photos of
Nordic Fest, an annual week-
end of music and speeches at
Edwards’ 15-acre compound
in nearby Dawson Springs, Ky.
Speakers called for the deaths
of Latinos (“Let’s send the
Mexicans back in boxes...”) and
Jews (“A filthy Jew deserves
nothing but death...”). A hate
rock band led by Ron Edwards’
son, Steven, sang “No Mercy,”
including a chorus calling for
“no mercy” for “spics,” “nig-
gers,” “Jews, “traitors” and
“faggots.” Edwards’ son heads
the Supreme White Alliance,

“They were bombarded by images of hate”

—Morris Dees, addressing the court

a racist skinhead group whose
second-in-command is Hensley
of Cincinnati. A former member
was one of two men charged in
a plot to assassinate President-
elect Barack Obama.

IKA members attend trial

Several SWA members attend-
ed the trial, where security was
extremely tight. State troopers
stood guard outside the court-

The word “violence" is tattooed on defendant Jarred Hensley's fingers.

house, concrete barricades pre-
vented vehicles from getting
close to the entrances, and snip-
ers with binoculars kept watch
from the courthouse roof. The
SPLC provided its own round-
the-clock security for staff mem-

bers who took part in the trial.
While no incidents occurred,
the threat was real. The trial at-
tracted about a dozen support-
ers of Edwards and Hensley, who
watched the proceedings from
the courtroom’s wooden bench-
es and congregated outside the
courthouse. Some of them wore
skinhead-style attire, including
combat boots, red
braces (suspend-
ers) and black flight
jackets with white
supremacist em-
blems. Others were clad in full
camouflage outfits that included
black berets and an IKA patch on
the shoulder. Not all IKA sup-
porters were easily recogniz-
able: A gray-haired, bespectacled
woman wearing a baseball cap,
jeans and orange vest snapped
photos of SPLC officials and the
Gruver family. When Kentucky
state troopers asked her to move
Continued on page 2
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to a protest area, she unleashed
avicious tirade against Dees and
the SPLC.

Most of the drama occurred
inside the courtroom, however,
as jurors heard from former
Klansmen, the defendants, the
victim and even a would-be as-
sassin. After turning his chair to
face the jury box, Kale Kelly, a
former white supremacist, tes-
tified that Edwards instructed
him to kill SPLC founder Morris
Dees. “Mr. Edwards is a very
dangerous man,” said Kelly, once
a trusted member of Edwards’
inner circle. “He promotes vio-
lence and hatred [toward] any-
body who he feels threatens him:
minorities, Jews, blacks. I've
lived with him. I know this.”

Edwards asked Kelly to kill Dees
Kelly testified that he met pri-
vately with Edwards in the
guard shack outside Edwards’
former home in tiny Powderly,
Ky. Edwards bestowed on him
the rank of lieutenant in a se-
cret cell whose mission was
to kill and injure blacks, Jews,
people of mixed race and any-
one who opposed Edwards.
The Klan leader showed Kelly
a photograph of several people
in camouflage, one of them with
a circle drawn around his head.
“He told me to take care of this
individual ... by any means, to
kill him,” Kelly testified.

Then Edwards showed Kelly
a slip of paper with a name on

it: “Morris Dees.” Edwards
wanted Dees dead because of
the SPLC's lawsuit against the
Aryan Nations, an Idaho-based
neo-Nazi group. After instruct-
ing Kelly to assassinate Dees,
Edwards burned the paper in a

‘candle flame.

To carry out the plot, Kelly
intended to track Dees to Idaho,
while Edwards was to supply
the weapon. But in April 1999,
within days of his planned de-
parture, the plot was thwarted
by an FBI informant who had

Richard Cohen

infiltrated the Aryan Nations.
Kelly served time in federal
prison on weapons charges;
Edwards was never charged.
Kelly, now married and em-
ployed, broke down on the wit-
ness stand as he told the jury
that he was a changed man. His
testimony cast doubt on a key
component of Edwards’ defense:
that he always told his Klansmen
to obey the law. It also contra-
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dicted Edwards’ earlier asser-
tion that he had never told Kelly
to kill anyone. As Kelly finished
describing the plot against Dees,
Edwards and Hensley looked at
each other and snickered.

Not only did Edwards pro-
mote violence, he also encour-
aged his Klansmen to recruit
aggressively in order to bring in
membership fees and gifts that
tended to find their way into his
own pocket, according to two
former IKA members.

When the four Klansmen
drove to the Meade County
Fair in 2006, they were follow-
ing Edwards’ mandate to find
new members, said Matthew
Roberts, former IKA “Acting
Exalted Cyclops.” They believed

TOM BRINKMAN

SPECIAL

Skinheads supporting Edwards and Hensley were a daily presence at the trial (top
left, clockwise). Edwards' shaved head sported racist tattoos. “ZOG" is short for
Zionist Occupied Government. The Meade County fair, where the Klansmen at-
tacked Gruver, sparkled with lights. The IKA compound'’s stage was used during the
notorious gatherings of racists known as Nordic Fest. Edwards and Hensley leave

the courthouse.

During the final day of tes-
timony, jurors heard how the
Klansmen’s assault had altered
Gruver's life forever. Two medi-
cal doctors described Gruver’s
injuries, which included abroken
jaw, broken teeth and permanent
nerve damage. He has weakness
and impaired fine motor control
in hisleft hand that will likely be
permanent. Both doctors said
the assault caused him to develop
post-traumatic stress disorder
(PTSD), a mental condition that
canresult from traumatic events.
Symptoms of his PTSD include
nightmares, flashbacks, difficul-
ty sleeping and hyper-vigilance.
Although he was prescribed an
anti-depressant, Gruver has be-
come so withdrawn that he can-

5 “We intend to collect every dime we can on the
3> judgment and do everything within our power to

put the Imperial Klans out of business.”

—SPLC President Richard Cohen, following the verdict announcement

the Meade County Fair would be
fertile recruiting turf because,
he said, Brandenburg “is a red-
neck town.”

Yet Edwards wasn’t selective
about whom he invited to join
his group. “I don’t think I've ever
been in a courtroom for any trial
in my life that I've seen so many
criminals get on the witness
stand,” Dees said of the former
Klansmen. “I mean, they were
proud to be criminals.”

not attend school or work. His
mother, Cindy Gruver, testified
that one year after the assault,
he attempted suicide.

Gruver offers powerful testimony

But the most powerful testimo-
ny came from Gruver himself.
Before the attack he was a high
school athlete who loved to play
piano, an instrument he learned
from his paternal grandfather.
He wrote and performed gospel

music and attended church. Two
years after the assault, he stays
home most days unlesé__he has a
doctor’s appointment. He sets his
alarm clock to wake himself up ev-
ery two hours to avoid the night-
mares that plague himifhe sleeps
longer. And he has stopped com-
posing music or going te church.
“Ihaven’tlost touch withGod,” he
said, “but I've lost faith.”

After the SPLC rested its case
and the defense declined to pres-
ent testimony, the jury grappled
into the night with the question
of Edwards’ culpability. Shortly
after 9:30 p.m., as Gruver’s par-
ents, older brother and friends
looked on, it awarded just over
$1.5 million in compensatory
damages and $1 million in puni-
tive damages to Gruver.

“I'hope it sends a message to
every single one of them that
what they do is wrong,” Gruver
said afterward.

Based on the jury’s apportion-
ment of responsibility for the
attack on Gruver, Edwards will
be responsible for 20 percent of
the compensatory award as well
as the entire punitive award.
Punitive damages are intended to
punishadefendant and serveasa
deterrent to future misconduct.

“Tunderstand the Klan’s think-
ing, but I cannot tolerate their
hatred and violence,” one juror
later said. “It’s just too evil.”

Sonia Scherr is a writer for the
Intelligence Report.

BILL LUSTER/LOUISVILLE COURIER-JOURNAL
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5 JORDAN GRUVER

; Jordan Gruver, now 19, is a U.S. citizen whose mother is a white

z woman from Kentucky and whose father is a Kuna Indian from

: Panama. In July 2006, when he was 16, he was enjoying the Meade

£ County Fair in Brandenburg, Ky., when he was attacked by four

ﬁ Klansmen. At the time, he stood 5-foot-3 and weighed just 150
pounds The beating left him with cracked ribs and a broken jaw
and forearm. He suffers from post-traumatic stress syndrome —
including nightmares and flashbacks — and damage to his hand
thatis likely permanent.

His testimony

Gruver told the jury that he was about to buy a drink from a con-
cession stand when the Klansmen called him a “spic,” spat at him
and threw whiskey in his face. Then Klansman Jarred Hensley
struck a blow to his jaw that knocked him off his feet. Gruver
showed the jury how he curled up in a fetal position and tried
to protect his head with his arms. While he lay on the ground,
Klansmen kicked him repeatedly with steel-toed boots.

“As they were kicking
me, | prayed to myself.
I said, ‘God, just let me
make it home. Please
let me make it home.™

S RON EDWARDS

% Imperial Klans of America, a network of Klan groups that calls
& for the death of racial and ethnic minorities, homosexuals and
5 “race traitors.” It is one of the nation’s largest Klan groups. As

the highest-ranking officer, Edwards directed and led the group’s

actmt:les including Nordic Fest, an annual gathering of extrem-
ists and their children at the IKA’s 15-acre compound in Dawson

Springs, Ky.

His testimony
Edwards argued that he didn’t send the four Klansmen to the

“We can be very violent

fair that night or even know they went there, He claimed he does
not advocate violence and should not be held responsible for the
and we_can be i . attack. But witnesses testified the Klan leader was a man who
deceptive, and we will  romotedviolence against his enemies. Edwards was contradict-
do whatever we have ed by his own words when a video clip from a recent National
Geographic Channel documentary about the Klan was played for
A0 10 SURVIVG oy
Z JARRED HENSLEY
Z Jarred Hensley, 26, was the “Grand Titan” of the Ohio IKA, the
g second highest-ranking officer in the state. Hensley, who had been

in prison for violent crimes, and three other IKA members at-
tended the Meade County Fair to recruit new members. At the
trial, Hensley sported numerous tattoos, including the word “vio-
lence” on his knuckles, “murder” below his neck and a swastika on
his arm. He pleaded guilty to a felony charge in connection with
the attack and served time in state prison.

His testimony
Hensley made no apologies for his views on race but denied at-

g o tacking Gruver. He argued that he pleaded guilty in criminal
I'm l‘I'IO‘.J't |lke|v your court only because he feared a jury would convict him for his be-
worst ﬂlglltlllal'e and | liefs. Hensley acknowledged that although he’s nolonger an IKA
get my jollies from see- member, he is the second-highest leader of the Supreme White
ing everyone suffery” Alliance,aneo-Nazi skinhead group led by Edwards’son.

ANDREW WATKINS

Andrew Watkins was a national officer with the IKA, an “Imperial
Gothi.” He also served as webmaster for the IKA website, Watkins
was drafted for the recruiting mission at the fair and joined the
attack on Gruver. At 6-foot-5 and 330 pounds, he was literally

SPECIAL

prison time, He reached a pre-trial settlement in the SPLC case.

His testimony
Watkins claimed he didn’t attack Gruver but that he pleaded
guilty in criminal court due to his fear of being convicted for his

“(Cowles) wrote racial beliefs. He said he was warned by Cowles not to talk to po-
(Co .me lice after he was arrested for the attack at the fair.

a letter and basically

what he said was, re-

member the five words,

which is: ‘l have noth-
ing to say.”

SPECIAL ISSUE
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twice Gruver’s size. He pleaded guilty to the attack and served -

“Mr. Edwards is a very
dangerous man.... He pro-
motes violence and hatred

0, /4 [toward] anybody who he

N feels threatens him: mi-

norities, Jews, blacks. I've

Kelly not pictured for his protection

KALE KELLY

A former white supremacist and member of Edwards’ inner
circle, Kale Kelly was tapped by the Klan leader to assassinate
SPLC founder Morris Dees in 1999. Edwards was to supply the
weapon. The plot was foiled with the help of an FBI informant,
but Edwards was never charged.

His testimony

Kelly contradicted Edwards’ courtroom claims that he doesn’t
advocate violence. He described Edwards as a man who pro-
motes violence against his enemies and looked to him to carry
out this violence. Kelly, who is now married and employed,
broke down on the witness stand as he told the jury he was a
changed man.

- ‘§“111ell(Aisaboutoneman
and one man only — and
that's Ron Edwards. It's
about his greed, his want
to have money, his desire
to get by without working,
his desire to trick people
into giving him money to
support him.”

JOSHUA COWLES

As the head of the IKA’s national recruitment effort, Joshua
Cowles saw the Meade County Fair as an opportunity to enlist
new members. He picked several IKA officials to join him at
the fair and pass out business cards and flyers advertising a
“white-only” IKA function. He reached a pre-trial settlement
in the case.

His testimony

Cowles said that Edwards paid personal bills with money raised
for Hensley’s legal defense in the criminal case. He described
Edwards as a man with an “absolute obsession with money and
greed” who used his position to benefit himself,

SPECIAL

“] think Ron's a coward.
Some of the things he
did there... 'mnot a
moral or just person,
but some of the things
that I've seen done
even makes me sick.”

MATTHEW ROBERTS

Matthew Roberts held the position of “Acting Exalted Cyclops”
in the IKA at the time of the attack. During his testimony,
Roberts said Klan members considered the Meade County
Fair a good recruiting site because Brandenburg “is aredneck
town.” He was not named the SPLC suit.

His testimony

Roberts said the Klansmen were following Edwards’ mandate
to find new members when they drove to the fair. He contra-
dicted Edwards’ testimony that he had never seen the IKA
business cards handed out at the fair by confirming the cards
were kept at the Klan leader’s compound. He also described
Edwards as a greedy man who used the Klan as a source of
income and a means to intimidate enemies.

lived with him. | know this.”
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Fighting hate in the courtroom
Over three decades, the SPLC has toppled some of the
nation’s largest white supremacist organizations by
helping victims of racist violence sue for monetary
damages. While the groups usually don’t have much
money, the judgments won by the SPLC have effec-
tively put them out of business. These courtroom
victories were funded entirely by SPLC supporters;
the SPLC accepts no legal fees from its clients.

The Decatur case: A 10-year legal battle
In 1979, more than 100 members of

198 the Invisible Empire Klan group —
armed with bats, ax handles and guns — clashed with
a group of peaceful civil rights marchers in Decatur,
Ala. The FBI investigated the incident but could not
find enough evidence of a conspiracy to charge the
Klansmen involved. Undeterred, the SPLC filed a
civil suit against the Invisible Empire and numerous
Klansmen. During the course of discovery, SPLC in-
vestigators uncovered evidence that persuaded the
FBI toreopenits case. Nine Klansmen were eventually
convicted of criminal charges. In1990, the SPLC’s civil
suit was finally resolved through a unique settlement.
In addition to requiring Klansmen to pay damages,
perform community ser- i

vice and refrain from white
supremacist activity, the
settlement required them to
attend a course onrace rela-
tions and prejudice.

Protecting Vietnamese fishermen

1 981 Texas Klansmen in 1981 tried to

destroy the fishing business of
Vietnamese immigrants by burning their boats and
threatening their lives. Armed Klansmen cruised
Galveston Bay and trained in guerrilla tactics at
secret paramilitary camps. The SPLC intervened
and persuaded the Vietnamese ﬁshermen to stand
up for their rights. SPLC at- - -
torneys filed a lawsuit that
halted the Knights of the
KKK’s terror campaign and
shut down its paramilitary
training bases.

The Michael Donald lynching case

1 9 87Nineteen—year—old Michael Donald was
walking to a neighborhood store in 1981

when two members of the United Klans of America
abducted him, beat him, cut his throat and hung his
body from a tree on a residential street in Mobile, Ala.
The two Klansmen who carried out the ritualistic kill-
ing were eventually arrested and convicted. Sensing a
larger conspiracy and convinced that the Klan itself
should be held responsible, SPLC attorneys filed a civil
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suit on behalf of Michael Donald’s mother. In 1987, the
Center won an historic $7 million verdict against the
United Klans and all the Klansmen who had played a
partin the lynching. The verdict marked the end of the
United Klans, the group that had beaten the Freedom
Riders, murdered civil rights worker Viola Liuzzo dur-
ing the Selma-to-Montgomery march, and blown up
Birmingham’s 16th Street Baptist Church, killing four
youngblack girls. As aresult of the case, the group was
forced to turn over its head-
quarters to Beulah Mae
Donald, putting it out of
business, and two additional
Klansmen were convicted on
criminal charges.

Shutting down the White Patriot Party militia

1 9 8 In the mid-1980s, the White Patriot
Party was the South’s most militant
Klan group. With more than a 1,000 armed mem-
bers, the group held well-attended public rallies
almost every week. An SPLC investigation revealed
that the group was using U.S. military personnel to
train Klan recruits and had acquired stolen military
weapons for its secret arsenal. SPLC attomeys took
the North Carolina-based
‘White Patriot Party to court.
A jury found the group and
its leaders guilty of operat-
ing a paramilitary army and
forced them to disband.

Taking on the White Aryan Resistance

1 9 9 0 In 1988, Tom and John Metzger sent

their best White Aryan Resistance
(WAR) recruiter from California to organize a
Portland skinhead gang. After being trained in WAR’s
methods, the gangkilled a randomly chosen Ethiopian

~ student. SPLC attorneys filed a civil suit claiming that

the Metzgers and WAR were as responsible for the
killing as the Portland skin-
head gang. In October 1990,
a jury agreed and awarded
$12.5 million in damages
to the family of the victim,
Mulugeta Seraw.

The Harold Mansfield case

1 99 On May 17, 1991, Harold Mansfield,
a black sailor who served in the Gulf
War, was killed by a member of a white suprema-
cist organization called the Church of the Creator.
After SPLC investigators
documented the group’s
violent history, the SPLC
sued and obtained a $1 mil-
lion judgment against the
so-called “Church.”

Making the Klan pay
In the largest judgment ever award-

1 99 ed against a hate group, a South
Carolina jury in 1998 ordered the Christian
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, its state leader and
four other Klansmen to pay $37.8 million for their
roles in a conspiracy to burn a black church. A
judge later reduced the award to $21.5 million, The
SPLC brought the case on behalf of Macedonia
Baptist Church, one of sev-
eral rural black churches
burned by arsonists in the
mid-1990s. The judgment
forced the Klan to give up
its headquarters.

Closing the Aryan Nations compound

2 0 0 0 In September 2000, the SPLC won a

$6.3 million jury verdict against the
Aryan Nations and its leader, Richard Butler. The
judgment forced Butler to give up the 20-acre Aryan
Nations compound that had served for decades as
the home of a who’s who of
violent white supremacists.
The SPLC sued on behalf
of a mother and son who
were terrorized by Aryan
Nations guards.

Crushing border vigilantes
Ranch Rescue, a vigilante “border

2 0 0 patrol” that terrorized Latinos try-

ing to enter the U.S., was shattered and one of its
leaders sent to prison after a prolonged legal bat-
tle by SPLC attorneys and law enforcement offi-
cials in Texas and Arizona. =

SPLC sued on behalf of two
Salvadorans assaulted on
a Texas ranch, winning
substantial settlements
in 2005.

Winning justice for disabled man
A Texas jury awarded $9 million

200 in damages in 2007 to Billy Ray

Johnson, a mentally disabled black man, in a law-
suit brought by the SPLC after he was taunted,
knocked unconscious and dumped along a deso-
late road by four white men. Johnson was left
with permanent brain damage. The SPLC sued
after the men responsible received Only hght Jml
sentences — 30 days for =

three of them and 60 days
for one. Johnson received
much-needed rehabilita-
tion services and now lives
in a group home.

Defeated Klan group struggling after verdict

The court victory against the
Imperial Klans of America (IKA)
is already having a major impact
on the organization.

Eight days after the jury de-
livered a crippling $2.5 million
verdict, Imperial Wizard Ron
Edwards, the chief defendant
in the case, resigned from his
post. The IKA founder an-
nounced on his website that he
was stepping down “because I
have not had any [time off] in
many years.”

He also said he needed to
devote his energy to appeal-
ing the verdict, adding that he
had found a Louisville lawyer
to represent him on appeal. He

exhorted his followers to send in
checks to help pay the lawyer’s
$10,000 fee.

“I want all of you to stay
strong and never give up!” he
wrote on Nov. 22. “Itis our right
to hold the values and beliefs
which we cherish — the SPLC
be damned!”

It’s unlikely, however, that
Edwards will be able to raise
much money from his fellow
white supremacists — not after
damning trial testimony about
how he routinely lined his pock-
ets with membership dues and
“defense fund” donations.

As part of the SPLC’s trial
strategy, SPLC chief trial attor-

ney Morris Dees called two for-
mer [KA members to the stand
to testify about how Edwards
used contributions for his own
purposes.

Edwards pocketed IKA funds

One of them, Joshua Cowles,
a former IKA recruiter, de-
scribed a typical occasion where
Edwards paid his own bills with
a $400 donation that the Klan
leader had solicited on behalf of
an IKA member facing a crimi-
nal assault charge.

“The IKA is about one man
and one man only — and that’s
Ron Edwards,” Cowles said. “It’s
about his greed, his want to have

money, his desire to get by with-
out working, his desire to trick
people into giving him money to
support him.”

Former IKA members
also started a website —
RonEdwardsReport.info — that
details anumber of accusations
against Edwards. “He survives
on his ability to con his mem-
bers and supporters,” it says.

Edwards is personally liable
for about $1.3 million of the
jury’s verdict. He doesn’t have
the money to pay it, but SPLC
lawyers will try to seize the
15-acre compound in Dawson
Springs, Ky., that serves as the
IKA headquarters and the site

of the annual hate rally called
Nordic Fest.

“We intend to collect every
dime we can on the judgment
and do everything within our
power to put the Imperial Klans
out of business,” said SPLC
President Richard Cohen.

All funds collected go to Gruver

All money collected from the
judgment will go to Jordan
Gruver, the teenager who was
beaten by Klansmen in 2006.
Because the SPLC is supported
by its members, the organiza-
tion does not take any portion
of the court awards it obtains
for its clients.
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