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in far-right extremism, our secu
rity team is on high alert. Here
is just one of the threats we've
received: "Ihope andpray every
day that Dees and Cohen get the
justice they deserve and are killed
painfully. Amen."

It's not pleasant to receive
~threats like that, of course,
but it's an inevitable part of
the work we do. We have great
confidence in the ability of our
security team to protect us and
the SPLC staff.

We also have great confi
dence in you - our friends
and supporters - to carry the
message of fairness and un
derstanding into communities
throughout our great coun
try. Standing together, we can
make a difference in 2010. From
the entire staff at the SPLC, we
wish you all the best in the com
ingyear.

SPECIAL COVERAGE INSIDE

many of whom have mental dis
abilities - in detention centers in
the South. And we're leading an
effort to stop the incarceration of
children for minor misbehavior
in school. This year we filed suit
in federal court to reform a Biloxi,
Miss., lock-upwhere therewere 37
suicide attempts in the past two
years. Because of our suit, chil
dren and teens wiJI no longer be
confinedto their cells for 23 hours
eachday and forced to sleep onthe
floor in filthy, bug-infested condi
tions while being denied educa
tion and mental health services.

In classrooms across America, .
we delivered lessons of respect
and tolerance to millions of
schoolchildren in 2009. We owe
it to the next generation to do
everything we can to stamp out
bigotry and hate.

Right now, because of our re
cent successes and the increase

Civil Rights Memorial celebrates its
20th anniversary

SEEPAGES

Winning justice for children
What's more, we're stopping the
shocking abuse of children -

on the dangers posed by these
groups. One federal law enforce
ment agent told us: "All it's lack
ing is a spark."

As you may have read in The
New York Times, we also uncov
ered a cauldron of anti-Latino
hate in Suffolk County, New
York - a microcosm for the vio
lence that's occurring in com

munities across the country.
It was here that Ecuadorian:
immigrant Marcelo Lucero
was beaten and stabbed to
death by a group of teen
agers who regularly went
"hunting" Latinos for
sport. Our report is already
having a major impact. The
U.S. Justice Department has
launched a civil rights in
vestigation into the police

department's handling of hate
crimes, and community leaders
are demanding answers.

We're also winning justice
for migrant workers who face
an array of abuses, and we're
mounting a national campaign
to protect low-income immi
grant women from sexual vio
lence in the fields and factories.
In one case, we're suing a North
Carolina yarn factory for the
brutal assault of a woman who
had warned company officials
about her plant manager's sex
ual harass:q;tent.

Richard Cohen,
SPLC President

As the year began, we document
ed 926 hate groups operating
in America - a record number
and an increase ofmore than 50
percent since 2000. Since then,
we've seen the forces ofextrem
ism grow even stronger. In the
months that followed Obama's
inauguration, six law enforce
ment officers - including a se-

curity guard at the Holocaust
Memorial Museum - were mur
dered by racial extremists.

The last time we saw this kind
of boiling rage was 1994. At that
time, we warned the federal gov
ernment that the "mixture of
armedgroups and thosewho hate
is a recipefor disaster." Six months
later, 168peoplewere murderedin
the Oklahoma Citybombing.

This year, we uncovered
.alarming evidence thatpotential
.lyviolent militias - armed groups
steeped in bizarre conspiracy
theories and paranoid fantasies
about the government - are once
again on the rise. We alerted law
enforcementagencies andbriefed
key congressional committees

As the holidays approach,
all of us at the SPLC would like
to thank you for helping make
our year such a great success.
Together, we pushedbackagainst
the forces ofhate and extremism,
won justice for abused children
and exploited workers, taught
lessons of tolerance to millions
ofstudents and much more.

Our work hasn't been
easy. And it will only get
tougher in 2010.

As we predicted last
yea~ there~ been an
ugly, racist backlash to
President Obama's elec
tion. And hatemongers are
exploiting the bitterness
felt by Americans during
tough economic times by Morris Dees,

SPLC Founder
stoking anger against mi-
Rorities and recent immigrants.

With unemployment pre
dicted to remain high next year,
we worry that contentious -is
sues like immigration reform
will unleash even more hate and
extremism. Victims of injustice
wi!l be looking to us for help.

Lastyear, wewon agreatcourt
room victory against the head of
the Imperial Klans ofAmerica 
a $2.5 millionverdict onbehalfof
a teen who was severely beaten
by Klansmen at a county fair in
Kentucky. We're continuing to
fight the appeal in that case.

Every day, our investigators
are pulling back the curtain on
'hate groups, making it harder for
them to operate in the shadows.
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A special year-end message from
Morris Dees and Richard Cohen

FIGHTING HATE

Campaign ends in Lou Dobbs' resignation

SPLC President Richard Cohen (center) and Intelligence Project
Director Mark Potok confront Dobbs on his factual distortions in
their 2007 appearance on his show.

The departure of news an
chor Lou Dobbs from CNN in
November marked the successful
conclusion ofan SPLC campaign
to expose a show 0

that incited fear and ~

hatred ofLatinos. ~
. z

Over the past sIX 8
years, "Lou Dobbs
Tonight" evolved
into a platform for
immigrant-bashing
myths that frequent
1y originated in ex
tremist circles.

"Lou Dobbs has
done more to de
fame Latino im
migrants than
probably any other
human being in

the United States," said Mark
Potok, director of the SPLC's
Intelligence Project, which
investigated claims made on

Dobbs' program. "Dobbs has
consistently misled the public
by reporting conspiracy theo
ries and anti-immigrant propa

ganda as fact."
Most recently, he

promoted the bogus
claim that President
Obama is not a native
born U.S. citizen, even
after it was debunked
on his own show.
That claim led the
SPLC to call on CNN
to take Dobbs off the
air earlier this year.
Dobbs announced his
resignation on Nov.n.

As Dobbs demon
ized Latino immi
grants, FBI statistics

showed a 40 percent rise in anti
Latino hate crime between 2003
and 2007 in the United States.
At the same time, Dobbs helped
poison the debate over immigra
tion policy and stifle reform by
injec;ting fear, hysteria and ha
tred into the discussion.

"The issue wasn't that we dis
agreed with Dobbs' stance on im
migration," said SPLC President
Richard Cohen. "Our concern
was that he was peddling incen
diary falsehoods while legitimiz
ing extremists and their racially
charged ideas - all under the
CNN banner ofreal news."

Dobbs and the SPLC
The SPLC first contacted
Dobbs in early 2004, shortly

after he began producing regu
lar segments entitled "Broken
Borders." At first, Dobbs was
receptive to criticism. He sent a
team offive staffers to the SPLC's
offices in Montgomery, Ala., for a
briefing on extremism.

The cooperation ended in
2005 when the SPLC pub
lished a report exposing racist
elements in the Minuteman
border vigilante movement.
Dobbs erupted during a
broadcast, calling the SPLC
"despicable" an~ "reprehensi
ble." But he did not dispute the
facts in the report.

Bythewinterof2005, Dobbs
had hosted enough guests with
extremist ties on his show that

Continued onpage 8



z WINTER 2009 SPLCREPORT

SPLC board elects new chair, vice-chair

MAILBOX

S.M.
Madison, Mississippi

the SPLC on behalfofhomeless
and unwanted black children
in Alabama. The SPLC's suit
sought a court ruling requir
ing the state to provide for
all of its dependent children
through construction of ad
equate facilities and operation
of all state-licensed shelters
without racial discrimination.
At the time, although half the
children in need of assistance
were black, 95 percent of those
living in state-licensed shelters
were white.

J. S.
Gulfport, Florida

Great work! At last Lou Dobbs
has been silenced from spew
ing disinformation and inflam
ing hatred. Congratulations,
SPLC, on all the work you do
to help change the climate of
the U.S.

SPLC a 'dynamic organization'
"Over the years, I've watched the
Center mature and grow into the
dynamic organization that it
is today," Mandell said. "Every
time I leave a board meeting I'm
always inspired - both by the
work which is done and by the
people who bring it about, em
ployees and donors alike."

McElroy remains a member
of the SPLC board of directors.

individual could be filled with
so much hate. Hate is learned
at home from one's parents
or peers. I still believe on the
whole that man is good, and
goodness will overcome evil.
Awareness and sensitivity
training in the community is
an excellent approach. God
made us all one and the same
in his likeness.

Excellent news about Lou
Dobbs leaving CNN! Once
again SPLC has been in the
forefront ofexposing the truth.
I am proud to be a member of
this excellent organization.

B.A.
Cochise, Arizona

S.Y.
Blair, Nebraska

Thank you for your tireless
work exposing those with ex
tremistviewpoints. I especially
appreciate your work exposing
the lies ofLou Dobbs. I fear the
rhetoric is increasing, and your
work is so important!

D.E.
Seminole, Alabama

Racism, intolerance and hate
are the biggest problems fac
ing our society today. I love
the work you do. Lou Dobbs is
a great score.

An amazing job you folks do.
Keep it up! We need you now
more than ever.

D.G.
Chicopee, Massachusetts

Last June's shooting at
the Holocaust Museum in
Washington, D.C., was a ter
rible reminder to all! I never
could understand how an

J. A.·
St. Helens, Oregon

Was thrilled to hear Mr. Dobbs
will no longer be preach
ing hate on CNN. Thank
you for taking on the battle.
Unfortunately, damage has
been done, and who knows how
long it will take to rectify.

We live in a small com
munity near Portland. Our
last name is of Latino de
scent but my husband is
from the Philippines. My
children have been torment
ed relentlessly about being
"Hispanic." This county has
even passed reform against
employment of illegal immi
grants that has further deep
ened the rift among whites
and non-whites..

I applaud your work. All we
can do as citizens is stand up
and be vocal when we see the
discrimination. Thank you for
what you do.

D.R.
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

Thanks again for the Center's
relentless fight against big
otry and intolerance at every
level. Lou Dobbs' departure
is another sign that it's work
ing. I am proud to do the little
that I can to help. Keep up the
great work.

for the Middle District of Ala
bama and a legend throughout
the nation for his courageous,
landntark civil rights rulings.

When he ended
his clerkship, Man
dell began a 25-year
law practice in Mont
gomery, specializing
in constitutional and
civil rights law and
general litigation.

"My being elected
chair of the SPLC
board fills me with
deep humility," Man-
dell said. "It was al

most 40 years ago that Morris
[Dees] and Joe [Levin] came to
me to tell me of their dream to
start a new civil rights organi
zation and to ask if I wanted to
become a part of that dream. I
quickly said yes, and the Center
has been an important part of
my life ever since."

One of Mandell's earliest
lawsuits was brought in 1974 by

Lloyd "Vic" Hackley

J. G.
Silver City, Nevada

I am proud of what you have
done to call attention to the
bias and misinformation of
Lou Dobbs. The fact that he
resigned is proof of your ef
fectiveness. I am happy to be a
part ofthe work you are doing.

D.M.
Lincoln University,

Pennsylvania

I found your report [fall issue,
SPLC Report] about the teen
"Jody" Beard - one ofthe Jena
Six - wonderful. I am so glad
this young man has found him
self a mentor and a fresh start.
The story of the Jena Six was
something I think we here in
America think doesn't really
happen anymore. It is sad he had
to leave his family and home
town to start again. Hopefully,
one day he'll be able to go back
there with all he becomes.

Thank goodness for a law
firm like yours to stand be
hind him.

K.M.
Wayland, Massachusetts

N.H.
Eau Claire, Wisconsin

In the day-to-day fight to stave
off abuse of power and main
tain fair application oflaw, you
guys are up front. Thank you
for setting an example.

I'm sure Dobbs' resignation
carne about in large part due to
your efforts to expose his bigot
ry and use offalse information.
Thank you for all that you do.
I contribute as frequently as
my limited income allows as
a small way to say keep up the
good work.

officer and longtime university
administrator with a doctorate
in political science.

Mandell clerked for legendary judge
Agraduate ofGeorgetown Uni
versity Law Center, Mandell
came to Montgomery in 1970 to
clerk for the Honorable Frank
M. Johnson, then the chief
judge of the U.S. District Court

was replaced in that position
by Lloyd "Vic" Hackley, a
board member since 2002.
Hackley is a retired Air Force

I am proud to be a member
and to have signed the peti
tion against Dobbs' rank dis
criminatory commentary on
immigration. I'm relieved to
have him surrender his net
work platform. Thank you for
your continuing noble efforts
to make America a true, fair
minded country.

P.G.
Naperville, Illinois

I work for the United Auto
Workers International Civil
Rights Department and use
your TeachingTolerance kits all
over the United States. I've re
ceived many, manythank-yous
from our members, who were
entirely spellbound by the vid
eos used in the presentations.

Thank you Morris Dees
and all at SPLC for your many
years of excellent social jus
tice, human rights and civil
rights work.

N.H.
Detroit, Michigan

The work you are doing is in
credibly wonderful and, un
fortunately, very useful in
these times. As a 91-year-old
supporter, I find it impossible
to recall so toxic an environ
ment as we now have. There
is little question that the far
right commentators with their
vitriol and falsehoods share
much of the blame for this
toxic turn of events. The criti
cisms ofFDR during the Great
Depression were very mild
compared with the hate being
spewed today. Continue with
the great work you are com
pelled to perform these days.

S.R.
Beverly Hills, California

Howard Mandell, a longtime
civil rights lawyer in Alabama
and now a rabbi in Virginia, was
elected-chairman ofthe SPLC's
board ofdirectors at its
October meeting. He
replaces Jim McElroy,
a San Diego lawyer
who had led the board
since 2003.

Mandell has been
associated with the
SPLC since its earliest
days and has served as
a board member since
1985. In 2003, he gave Howard Mandell
up his law practice
and turned to religious studies
in a quest for a more spiritual
life. That September, he en
rolled in the Jewish Theological
Seminaiyfor a six-year program
that included a year's study in
Israel and culminated in his or
dination as a rabbi. He serves a
synagogue in Virginia Beach.

\ Mandell had been serving as
vice chairman of the board. He
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Militia veterans Ray Southwell (left) and Norm Olson are actively recruiting for the
Alaska Militia.

FIGHTING HATE

Men charged in beating death
of Latino immigrant
PLAINFIELD, N.J. - Five
young men accused of rob
bing and brutally beating a
Guatemalan immigrant here
have been charged with com
mitting a hate crime - which
could add an additional 15 to 30
years to the 30-year sentences
theycould receive for the 2007
murder ofLazaro Tista

The attackers allegedly
targeted theirvictim because
he was Latino. Authorities
say they have strongevidence
that at least one defendant ad
mitted the group had planned
to attack a Latino man

Tista, a 45-year-old land
scaper, was walking home
in the early morning hours
when a group ofmen piled out
ofa car to rob him, police said.
One fatally struck Tista with
a heavy blow from an alumi
num baseball bat, according
to a prosecutor. The group
then rummaged through
Tista's pockets and left him
for dead near a bridge abut
ment. Tista, who had eight
children in Guatemala, lay
barely alive for several hours
before dying.

Four ofthe alleged attack
ers range in age from 17 to 21.
The fifth is a juvenile who is
charged as a.n adult. All are
charged with bias intimida
tion because at least one de
fendant admitted they were
"Papi-hunting,'" said a pros
ecutor. Papi is a Spanish word
that refers to Latino males.

Rico have never invoked a
law covering crimes based on
sexual orientation.

The dismembered body
of 19-year-old college stu
dent Jorge Steven Lopez
Mercado was found Nov. 13
along a road in the interior
town of Cayey. Lopez was
widely known as a volunteer
for organizations advocat
ing HIV prevention and gay
rights. The suspect, 26-year
old Juan Martinez Matos,
was arrested several days
later and allegedly confessed
to killing Lopez and mutilat
ing his body. He was charged
with first-degree murder and
weapons violations; bail was
set at $4 million.

A 2002 hate crime law in
this U.S. territoryhas not been
applied to any cases involving
sexual orientation or gender
identity, despite calls to use
it more aggressively, said a
spokesman for the National
Gay and Lesbian Task Force.
A suspect convicted of a hate
crime offense as part ofanoth
er crime automatically faces
the maximum penalty for the
underlying crime. For murder,
that would be life in prison.Death threats painted

on Jewish center
CORAL SPRINGS, Fla.
Swastikas and the words
"Jews will die" were found
painted on the walls of the
Soref Jewish Community
Center here, police said.

The vandalism was dis
covered Nov. 9 on the 7lst an
niversary of Kristallnacht in
Nazi Germany, which many
consider the beginning ofthe
Holocaust.

Workers at the Soref cen
ter found the offensive graffiti
spray-painted in gold when
they arrived at the center
that morning, police told The
South Florida Sun-Sentinel.

Kristallnacht ("night of
the broken glass") was a Nov.
9, 1938, pogrom in Germany
and Austria in which the of
ficial toll of Jews killed was
about 100. Thirty thousand
Jews were sent to concentra
tion camps, and thousands of
buildings and homes belong
ing to Jews were ransacked
and destroyed.

INTELLIGENCE BRIEFS

Murder charge filed
in Puerto Rico teen slaying
SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico 
Murder charges were filed
Nov. 18 in the slaying of a gay
teenager whose decapitated,
partially burned body was
found the week before. U.S.
authorities said they were
considering whether to make
it a hate crime case.

Gay activists expressed
disappointment that the
suspect wasn't immediately
charged with a hate crime,
saying authorities in Puerto

Evangelist will live out
his days in prison
TEXARKANA, Ark. - A fed
eral judge on Nov. 13 sen
tenced cult evangelist Tony
Alamo to 175 years in prison
for transporting young girls
he called his "brides" across
state lines for sex. The sen
tence means that the 75-year
old Alamo will spend his re
maining days behind bars.

The anti-Catholic, pro
polygamy, gay-bashing evan
gelist - whose birth name is
Bernie LaZar Hoffman - was
convicted in July on 10 counts
of taking girls across state
lines for sex over a period of
14 years. His stepdaughter,
Christhiaon Coie, wasn't
among them but, in an earli
er interview with the SPLC's
Intelligence Report, said she
was raped byAlamo when she
was a teenager.

"I want to thank the SPLC
for demandingjusticewhen so
many others turn a blind eye
to so many cowards who hide
behind Bibles, sheets and chil
dren," she said in an e-mail the
dayAlamo was sentenced.

NAACP leader visits SPlC
Benjamin Jealous (center). president of the NAACP, discusses issues with Rich
ard Cohen (left), SPLC president, and SPLC founder Morris Dees. Jealous visited
the SPLC in August to learn more about its operations.

ofmilitias in states as far flung as
North Carolina, Washington and
Nebraska using the Internet to
get their message out.

While the militia movement
is resurgent, the SPLC report
noted a key difference between
the movement of today and the
movement of the 1990s: The
federal government that the mi
litias despise is now headed by a
black man. That fact, coupled
With high levels of non-white
immigration, has helped infuse
the movement with a strong ele
ment of racial animus.

Another factor in the rise is
the proliferation of cable TV
hosts willing to use their plat
forms to spread and legitimize
antigovernment propaganda,
such as the conspiracy theo
ry about a secret network of
U.S. concentration camps and
the false claim that President
Obama's presidency is illegiti
mate because he wasn't born in
the United States.

militia movement of the 1990s Oath Keepers is
was gaining steam. 'particularly worrisome'

Kentucky is one ofmany oth- One group cited in the SPLC re
er states also seeing militia ac- port as "a particularly worrisome
tivity. The Ohio Valley Freedom example ofthe Patriot revival" has
Fighters, a Louisville~based seenabigincreaseinpublicscru
militia, has tripled in member- tinysince the release ofthe report.
ship to more than 100, a leader Oath Keepers is a group com
of the group told The Louisville posed of current and former
Courier-Journal in October. soldiers and police officers who

Militia groups are using the pledge to disobey orders theybe
Internet to network and recruit. lieve are unconstitutional. These
The SPLC has obtained evidence orders include disarmingcitizens,

o forcing them into detentioncamps
gand imposing martial law.
~ The group, which formed
~ earlier this year, held a two-day
§ national conference in Las Vegas
:r:
~ in October. At that time, one of

the group's board members told
the Las Vegas Review-Journal
the organization has 2,000 dues
paying members.

"The whole point of Oath
Keepers is to stop a dictator
ship from ever happening here,"
Stewart Rhodes, the founder
of the group, told the Review
Journal in a separate story in
October. "Myfocus is on the guys
with the guns, because they can't
do it without them.

"We say iftheAmericanpeople
decide it's time for a revolution,
we'll fight with you."

Rhodes' notoriety has grown
to the point that he appeared on
MSNBC'sHardballnews program
opposite the SPLC's Potok

Despite Rhodes' claims that
his group is simply about up
holding the Constitution, Potok
outlined the real danger of its
armed members buying into the
"dark and utterlyfalse conspiracy
theories" peddled by the group.

"The Oath Keepers believe,
presumably, that FEMA is out
there setting up concentration
camps and that kind of thing,"
Potok said. "This whole list of
irrational fears are strikingly
similar to those enunciated
by people in the 1990s militia
movement, some ofwhom went
on to do violent ·things, like
blowing up the federal building
in Oklahoma City."

Resurrection due to fear of change
The SPLC report attributed this
powerful resurrection to fear
of the first black U.S. president,
changing demographics and
conspiracytheories increasingly
spread bymainstream media fig
ures and right-wing politicians.

"The recent activity we've
seen has been a remarkable
confirmation of the report's
findings," said Mark Potok, di
rector ofthe SPLC's Intelligence
Project, which issued the report.
"Clearly, there is a fertile envi
ronment for these groups, and
their movement is growing."

In Alaska, for example, two
veterans of the movement re
centlyheld a recruitingmeetingin
Nikiskifor theAlaskaMilitia They
spoke ofan impending economic
collapse, food shortages and catas
trophe that could result inmartial
law and the trampling ofrights.

The meetingwas'led by Norm
Olson and Ray Southwell, co
founders ofthe Michigan Militia,
a group formed in 1994 as the

their high-profile recruitment ef
forts. The SPLC has identified at
least50 newmilitiagroupsformed
within the past two years.

Spurred by the SPLC report,
newspapers across the country
have publishedaccounts ofarmed
citizenswrackedwith fear and dis
trust of their government band
ing together to form militias. The
Associated Press in November
described the movement's resur
gence as a national phenomenon.
Overall, a picture is emerging ofa
nation where the fiercely antigov
ernment philosophy underpin
ning the movement can be found
in everyregion ofthe country.

Evidence ofa surging antigov
ernment militia movement con
tinues to grownationwide follow
ing an SPLC report warning that
militias are reenergized after lying
dormant for almost a decade.

Since the release of TheSecond
Wave: Return of the Militias in
August, dozens ofreports of anti
government militia activity have
surfaced across the nation, in
cluding reports of newly formed
militias and "Patriot" groups and

~evvspaperaccounlliconfirTn

SPLC's militia report findings
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SEEKING JUSTICE

Kentucky children helped
by SPLC national campaign

On Nov. 10, Fordson High School students in Dearborn, Mich., joined thousands of students across the country in observ
ing Mix It Up at Lunch Day. The SPLC sponsors the annual event to encourage students to tear down the social boundar
ies that divide them by sitting with someone new at lunch. Surveys show that the cafeteria is the place where the lines
of division are most clearly drawn. "Black, white, Arab, non-Arab, bilingual, special education, jocks, musicians, it didn't
matter," a Fordson educator said. "What did matter was a group of human beings enjoying lunch, and taking a leap of faith
in communication and bonding."

Students across America celebrate Mix It Up at Lunch Day

ofstudents who have had exces
sive suspensions or expulsions
and those who have shown a pat
tern ofrepeated academic failure
or significantbehavior problems.

Reforms offer hope
These reforms offer hope for
students like J.H. who have at
tended alternative schools for
years with little chance of re
turning to regular school. At the
time the complaint was filed,
neither J.H. nor J.J. had been
considered for an evaluation to
determine if their school prob
lems were related to a disability.

Another student cited in the
complaint, Darryl Warner II,
was held back four times, and
the district was slow.in evalu
ating him for special education
services, the state Department
ofEducation found. Warner said
he now wants to get his diploma
or GED and attend a vocational
school where he can learn auto
bodywork.

"I want to go back to school,"
he said.

But for many students, the
path back to the classroom isn't
an easy one. It often requires
an advocate who can navigate a
school district's bureaucracy.

"It is importantforthese chil
dren to have someone arguing
for them," said Warner's grand
mother, Yvonne Denning.

The SPLC and the Children's
Law Center are working to make
sure Warner's wish ofgetting his
education cOIhes true. - _-

Since filing the complaint
with the Kentucky Board of
Education last February, the
Fayette County school system
the state's second largest - has
been ordered by the state board
to make reforms that will help
identify students like J.J. and
provide the services they need.

Fayette County school offi
cials also must reviewthe records

and do little, if anything, to put
them on a better path. Some
studies suggest that as many
as 70 percent of children in de
tention have significant mental
health or learning disabilities --.:
the very same children that
should be helped in school.

This national crisis led the
Southern Poverty Law Center
in 2007 to establish its School
to-Prison Reform Project, a na
tional campaign to stop the flow
ofchildren from schools into the
justice system.

One major goal of the proj
ect is to prod school systems 
through litigation when neces
sary - to comply with the fed
eral Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act. This lawrequires
schools to identify and evaluate
students like J.J. and provide
the counseling, psychiatric care,
special education and other ser
vices they need.

Another goal is to bring some
common sense to school disci
pline policies so that children
aren't hustled off to detention
and court for misbehaving.

When it came to helping
J.J. and her classmates, the
SPLC - through a partnership
with the Children's Law Center
in Lexington - brought a com
plaint against Kentucky's Fayette
Countyschool district. The com
plaint described a school system
where officials were quick to
suspend students with learning
disabilities or to relegate them to
alternative schools.

do lead them into the juvenile
justice system, especially in
schools that have adopted zero
tolerance policies that rely on
the police and courts to handle
discipline issues.

On any day, there are an es
timated 100,000 children and
teens behind bars in the U.S.,
many housed in abusive condi
tions that harden young hearts

Yvonne Denning, grandmother of Darryl Warner II, s'ays that students at risk need "to have some
one arguing for them."

LEXINGTON, Ky. - She
spent four years in the ninth
grade. Then, in 2008, "J.J."
turned18 and the school turned
her away.

Believing that J.J.'s class
room problems were rooted in
a learning disability, her grand
mother had asked school offi
cials to intervene while there
was still time.

But J.J. never re
ceived the special ed
ucation services that
might have helped her
make it to graduation
day. So she watched
the door of opportu
nity slam shut.

Now, however, J.J.
will be getting help
with her education be
cause of a class action
complaint filed by the
Southern PovertyLaw
Center and its part
ner: in Kentucky, the
Children's LawCenter.

Tragically, J.J.'s
story is being repeated
across America as the
educational needs of
thousands ofstudents
with learningdisabili
ties are being neglected and they
are subjected to harsh discipline
that drives them from school.

"As a society we're not giving
our most vulnerable children
the support they need to suc
ceed, and we're paying dearly
for that neglect," said SPLC
President Richard Cohen. "Too
often, we forget the truth ofwhat
author James Baldwin once said:
'These are all our children. We
will profit by, or pay for, what
ever they become.'"

Students with disabilities
are most at risk, especially chil
dren of color. Their problems
at school can and frequently

Joshua Ruby

history not taught in grammar
school," she said.

"I cannot wait until I return to
school to tell myfriends and pro
fessors about the fantastic work,
people and opportunities one can
have spending a summer away
from home working towards the
preservation of individuals' civil
rights," she said.

'An amazing, eye-opening experience'
Gabriel Warren, a student at
Vanderbilt University Law
School, said his internship pro-

, vided a chance to work on an ar
.ray of legal projects.

"The opportunity to spend
my summer at the SPLC was an
amazing and eye-opening ex
perience into the world of pub
lic interest law," he said. "The
chance to work on important
projects involving death penalty
appeals, the First Amendment
rights of Nazis in the military
and prisoner conditions in ju
venile prisons provided me with
incredible real-world practice. I
sincerely appreciated my time in
Montgomery, and I look forward
to continue as a supporter of the
center in the future!"

Joshua Ruby, a student at
Harvard Law School, had the
opportunity to work on a set of
constitutional criminal lawcases
and assist with the preparation
of a lawsuit. This allowed him
to work with some ofthe SPLC's
most experienced attorneys.

"I got a chance to do a lot of
very good work at the center,"
Ruby said.

Gabriel Warren

Every summer, college stu
dents from across the nation trav
el to the SPLC to work as interns.

The internships provide them
with the experience, education
and sometimes even the inspira
tion that can shape a developing
career. This summer, more than a
dozen internsworked at the SPLC,
assisting staffers in Montgomery,
Ala., and its satellite offices.
They conducted legal research
with staff attorneys, assisted\
Intelligence Project researchers'
investigating the hate movement
and discovered howeducators are
teaching students to appreciate
diversity in TeachingTolerance.

Sarah Chambers, a law stu
dent at Rutgers School of Law 
Newark, said her internship in
the legal department has shaped
the direction ofher lawcareer.

"I started the summer with an
inclination that public interest
law was a good career choice,"
she said. "However, I finished my
internship certain that a career
in civil rights was the best choice
for me. SPLC has played a major
role in my decision to apply for
a fellowship in civil rights law
after graduating in May 2010."

During her time at the SPLC's
Montgomery office, Chambers
worked on school discipline pol
icy as part of the SPLC's efforts
to prevent students from being
unnecessarily pushed into the
juvenile justice system. She also
conducted other legal research
andwriting. Her time in the Deep
South even gave her the oppor
tunity to "learn the civil rights

SEEKING JUSTICE

Sarah Chambers

SPLC internships inspire
students to public service



SPlCREPORT WINTER 2009 5

SPLC celebrates Civil Rights Memorial's 20th anniversary

Members of Congress joined veterans of the civil rights movement, clergy and others at the,Civil Rights Memorial in Montgomery,
Ala" earlier this year to honor the martyrs whose names are inscribed there,

A group of seven Tibetan Buddhist monks took time from their work on a special project
in Alabama to visit"the Civil Rights Memorial in 2003, Tenzin Sangpo (left) and the
group's road manager, Scott Verberne of New England, read the Memorial's timeline,

Ateaching tool
Theycome from across the globe.

Each year, the Civil Rights
Memorial attracts more than
·20,000 visitors. Civil rights
activists from Europe, Africa,

Continuedo'} page 8

James V. Evers, one of
Medgar Evers' children, said
the highlight of the ceremony
was meeting the relatives of the
other martyrs.

"It brought us together," he
told The Boston Globe. "There is
now a bond between us."

of touching her son's name on
the Memorial.

"It was like touching my son.
Like reliving his funeral," she
wrote in Death of Innocence.
"But, as I told people there, it
also filled me with such joy to
see Emmett honored, to see him
included among the martyrs of
the movement."

The Mernorial also touched
Karen~eeb,whose father, the
Rev. James Reeb, was beaten
to. death after he marched with
King in Selma.

"It just eases the emptiness in
myheart," she told Time magazine.

Mamie Till Mobley, mother of
EmmettTill; Chris McNair, father
of Birmingham bombing victim
Denise McNair; and Myrlie Evers,
widow of Medgar Evers. Ethel
Kennedy, the widow of Robert
Kennedy, was also present.

"Poetry in granite," was how
Carolyn Goodman described
the Memorial to The Associated An 'instrument of justice'
Press in 1989. Her son, Andrew The research conducted for the

z . Civil Rights Memorial went be
~ yond simply preserving the sto
~ ries of slain martyrs; it helped
(li revive decades-old civil rights

cold cases.
At the time ofthe dedication,

most of the family members in
attendance still waited for justice
for the killing oftheir loved one.

Many of the murders re
mained unsolved because of the
callous indifference, and often
the criminal collusion, of white
law enforcement officials in the
segregated South. The whole
criminal justice system - from
the police, to the prosecutors,
to the juries, and to the judges 
was perverted by racial bigotry.
Blacks were routinely beaten,
bombed and shot with impunity.
In many cases, such as the mur
der ofTill, suspects were brought
to trial onIyto be set free bysym
pathetic white juries.

The stories of the martyrs
were compiled by the SPLC and
published in thebookFree atLast
to provide thorough and compel
ling accounts of the crimes, in
many cases still unsolved, that
were fading from memory.

For one Mississippijournalist,
the book became a guide to fol
low as he dedicated his career to
investigating civil rights-era cold
cases. The research, including
files on 75 other suspicious deaths
ofthe era, also has been used by a
special FBI unit dedicated to solv
ing cold cases from the era.

"The Memorial stands as a
reminder that the martyrs' kill
ers walked free, even though ev
eryone knew they were guilty,"
said Jerry Mitchell, an investi
gative reporter at The Clarion
Ledger in Jackson, Miss. "After
it was dedicated in 1989, it
transformed into an instrument
ofjustice."

Free at Last was a rich re
source for Mitchell - "my road
map on myjourney into reinves
tigating these cases," he said.

Mitchell's extensive report
ing led to several successful
prosecutions.

Since the Memorial was dedi
cated, authorities infive Southern
states have re-examined 26 kill
ings - making 15 arrests that led
to 11 convictions. Seven of those
convictions were for 12 murders
chronicled on the Memorial.

Goodman, who was shot to death
during Freedom Summer in1964,
is included among the martyrs.

"Nobody who sees it cannot
feel that it's a moving, moving
piece of art," she said. "It brings
that period so vividly alive that
you can almost relive it."

The sentiment was echoed
, by Mobley, who described in her

autobiography the experience

martyrs but reminded the crowd
theyhad not gathered in sorrow.

"(The martyrs) gave an equal
measure of devotion so that all
of us might be free," said Bond,
who is now an SPLC board
member. "Buried with each is
a bit of American apartheid,
for their deaths kept the move
ment marching on. That is why
we honor them today not in sor
row, but in celebration."

Relatives of the martyrs filled
the crowd, representing 39 ofthe
40 names. Severalwere amongthe
speakers: RitaSchwerner Bender,
widow of Michael Schwerner;

And they were the modern
day activists who recognized the
work that remained.

Theywere all among the thou
sands who attended the dedica
tion ofthe Civil Rights Memorial.
Itwas a day, to paraphrase Lin, to
recognize a memorial to hope.

The SPLC's first president,
Julian Bond, spoke ofthe hard
ship and sacrifice endured by the

The dedication
They were the relatives who
came to see their slain loved
ones honored.

They were the civil rights
leaders who came to see the
movement remembered.

order for it to be healed, in order
for itto be cathartic," Lin said in
a 1994 documentary.

the movementbydemonstrating
the brutality faced by African
Americans in the South.

The research yielded 40
nameS. They ranged in age from
11 to 66. Eight were white, and 32
were black. They came from all
walks oflife - students, farmers,
ministers, truck drivers, a home
maker and a Nobellaureate.

Their names were inscribed
0!1 a circular, black granite table
that chronicles the history ofthe
movement in lines that radiate
like the hands ofa clock.

April 4, 1968, when Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. was assassinat
ed. Selected were victims who
fit at least one of three criteria:
They were murdered because
they were active in the move
ment; they were killed as acts
of terror aimed at intimidating
blacks and civil rights activ
ists; or,their deaths, like that of
Emmett Till, helped to galvanize

Space indicates struggle continues
Lin left a blank space between
the first and last entries on the
Memorial timeline - to signify
that the struggle for human
rights began well before 1954
and continues to this day.

Water emerges from the ta
ble's center and flows smoothly
over the top. Behind it, water cas
cades over a curved black granite
wall. Engraved on the wall are
words from the Bible's Book of
Amos that King quoted on sev
eral occasions: "...until justice
rolls down like waters and righ
teousness like a mighty stream."
Lin saidwhenshe came across the
quote in King's "I Have a Dream"
speech, she knew water would
become part of the Memorial, an
element providing a sacred and
soothing atmosphere to the site.

The finished Memorial
shares a quality with the
Vietnam Veterans Memorial,
Lin said. They both present an
honest acceptance of death as a
path to healing.

"You have to accept and ad
. mit that pain. has occurred in

Twenty years ago, in the
shadow of a state Capitol still
flying the Confederate battle
flag, the nation's first memorial
to the martyrs of the civil rights
movement was dedicated at the
Southern Poverty Law Center's
office in Montgomery, Ala.

Six thousand people gath
ered on Nov. 5, 1989, in a city
known as the birthplace of the
civil rights movement, to wit
ness the dedication ofthe black
granite monument inscribed
with the names of 40 martyrs of
the movement - mostly ordi
nary people who gave their lives
in the battle for civil rights.

In the two decades since
its dedication, the Civil Rights
Memorial has become more than
a tribute to sacrificed lives. It has
become a tool for education, an
"instrument ofjustice" and a sol
emn reminder that the march for
racial and social justice contin
ues throughout the world.

"The Civil Rights Memorial
is a testament to the power of
everyday people to create so
cial change through nonvio
lent means," said Lecia Brooks,
director of the Civil Rights
Memorial Center. "The history
told through the Memorial rep
resents lessons of courage and
commitment that continue to
inspire millions ofpeople today."

Creating the Memorial
Achild's question to SPLCfound
er Morris Dees sparked the idea
for the Civil Rights MemDrial.

In 1988, Dees was speak
ing at a,NAACP meeting fol
lowing the SPLC's victory in a
lawsuit against the notorious
United Klans of America for
the lynching of a black teen
ager in Mobile, Ala. During the
speech, he recited the names of
civil rights activists and others
who were murdered by white
supremacists during the civil
rights movement.

Afterward, a young member
ofthe audience approached him
and asked about the people he
had named - people like Medgar
Evers and Viola Liuzzo. Who
were they? On the way home
that night, Dees decided that the
SPLC should build a monument
to the martyrs ofthe movement
so that their sacrifices would
never be forgotten.

"Each name is a history les
son, and we are saying, don't just
think of the deaths, but think of
a movement of ordinary people
who just got tired of injustice,"
Dees told The New York Times
in 1989.

The SPLC commissioned
Maya Lin, creatorofthe Vietnam
Veterans Memorial, to design
the monument.

In preparing to build it, the
SPLC researched deaths dur
ing the era considered to be the
modern~daycivil'rights move
ment - from May 17, 1954, the
day the U.S. Supreme Court out-

, law~d school segregation, until
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TRIBUTE GIFTS RECEIVED BY THE CENTER FROM SEPTEMBER 2009 THROUGH NOVEMBER 15, 2009
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Art and Eva Sisko

Siskos' le_gacy reflects
commitment to SPLC

Dr. Arthur Sisko, whose
father was a Lithuanian im
migrant and mother a French
Canadian, was known for his
analytical mind. It led him to a
career as a research chemist and
served him well as a father with
three children who needed to
navigate an imperfect worlo.

Arthur's wife and soul mate,
Eva, had a nurturing quality that
was a perfect fit for her nursing
career. From the day they met at
Syracuse University, Art and Eva
shared another goal: to help cre
ate a more perfect society than

Scroll ofRemembrance
-

The Southern Poverty Law Centerpays tribute to the memory ofdeceased supporters who
included the Center in their wills or otherplannedgifts. The Centergratefully acknowledges

theirbequests, receivedfrom October1, 2008, through October31, 2009.

Margaret D. Anthon Ethel F. Hall Louise Orr
Robert E. Asher Ethel Harris Martha Orr
Werner F. Auerbacher Virginia Hebbert GittaPerl
Helen Baldwin Lieselotte Heilman Evelyn R Pinerman
John P. Bartholomew Julian Hess Joseph G. Polusky
Estelle Beal Sam Hoffman Stanley I. Rappeport
Mary Sue Bethea Doris B. Holerman Jane Rifkin
Leclair Bissell M.D. Major Steve Hutchison Jeanne M. Riley
Lewis F. Bissell Bernard H. Jaffee Wilga Rivers
Peter S. Blumberg Florence L. Keeler

Arthur Z. Rosen
Sophia Blumenfeld Ruth K. Keraus

Jean Rosenberg
Patrick J. Brennan AlanJ.Kosh
Leonard Brodsky Peggy Lampl Thomas Rosenmeyer

Emily Brown Marguerite H. Lane Sylvia Rothchild

Susan A Brown Catherine L. Lee Roselyn Rubin

Elaine Bundesen JackH.Lee Irma Sandage

Joyce S. Carron Herbert Levine Janet Sawyer

Elsie Ann Chivington Anne Lobman Joann Schwartz

DorisClee Patricia R Loeb Robert H. Shutan

RitaE.Cobb Albert E. Lovejoy Alfred Silverton
Muriel F. Cole Dolores Magnes Robert Simha
Dorothy L. Cross Margaret P. Magnus Arthur W; Sisko
Donald W. Darlington Jr. Benedicta B. Malcioln Jane R Smiley
Dorothy Dean Nancy R Marshall Robert C. Solomon
Elizabeth A Deubert Audrey Matzen Henry Somsen
Inge Dirmhirn Elizabeth S. Maxwell Nell Stone
Constance K. Doctorow Eugene B. McAlister Jack Stryker
MaryL.Dunn Eddye McClure Wilhelmina R Teter
Nels S. Ekroth Felix H. Metzner Ira C. Thompson

-- John F. Eppler Julia Miles
-Elizabeth R Tobin

Anne P. Evensen Harold Miller
Constance Van Amberg

Lucy B. Finch Fulvia Mombello-RussQ
Michael Foley Ann E. Mortenson Rebecca Walkley

Louise Geiger Jane Mortimer Edith-D. Wells

Jean Gelardo Warren Morton Helen S. Whitlock

HenryGern Paul Mundt Maeble H. Wiley

Jerome Gewirtz ReneeNeu Ruby M. Wiley

Muriel Goldr~ng Mary M. Newman Dorothy L. Wittenberg

Mortimer Goldsmith Avis W. Nicholson Theresa B. Yancey
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committing. Pleased with the
results and deeply committed to
the SPLC'swork, theylater added
a second gift annuity.

"Mom and Dad weren't just
tolerant," Judy said. "Theyfought
for civil rights. They organized
against inter~entpolicies dur
ingWorldWar II, providing sanc
tuary for Japanese students to
keep them out ofcamps."

The Sisko children grew up
watching their parents live their
beliefs. In Gary, Indiana, they
campaignedfor Richard Hatcher,
the city's first black mayor. AGirl

____________ C> Scout leader, Eva sought

g integrated camps. She
~ was committed to the
8 League ofWomen Voters

and volunteered at one
of the first Planned
Parenthood clinics.

Eva and Art worked
tirelessly on Unitarian

, church projects, for the
ACLU and for various
hospices. When their
neighborhood association
organized to keep minori
ties out, they established

a ''Meet Your Neighbors" dinner
program. "The teens would meet
in the basement and the adults
upstairs," Judy said. Not surpris
ingly, the-Sisk.e kids grew into
their own activism, marching for
peace andcivil rights.

Before he died, Arthur set
up four additional gift annui
ties with the SPLC, with his
sons as the successive benefi
ciaries. Judy was too young, so
"he found other ways to care for
me~" she said. "We all appreciate
the annuities, though. They are
regular reminders that our par
ents are out ofsight but still very
much with us - and the world."

the one they had inherited. As
Partners for the Future, the Siskos
used the Southern Poverty Law
Center to further that goal.

"My parents were always in
this together," their daughter
Judy said. "They were married
for 62 years when my mother
died. Theyeven shared aweaving
hobby. Mom did mostly cloths,
table runners. She made the ma
terial for my wedding dress. Dad
concentrated on tapestries."

Art and Evaestablished ajoint
gift annuity with the SPLC in
1995. Art explored the impact of
the gift on SPLC programs, fam
ilyfinances and their heirs before
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YES! I want information about Partners for the Future

City/State/Zip _

E-mailAddress Telephone _
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www.SPLCenter.org/donate or e-mail
us at plannedgiving@splcenter.org.

If you have already included th~

Center in your will or estate plan,
please contact us so we can update our
records. We want to officiallywelcome
you as a Partner for the Future!

For information about the many
planned giving opportunities avail
able at the Center - with no obliga
tion - please contact our planned
giving department by calling toll-free
1-888-414-7752 or by mailing the form
below. You can also visit us online at

o The Center is already included in mywill or estate plans. Please welcome me as a Partner for the Future.
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tiallygaining tax orfinancial benefits.

After planning for the financial se
curityofyour family and loved ones, we
hope you will consider joining Partners
for the Future by making a planned gift
to the Center.

Partners for the Future is a special
group ofdonors who include the Center
in their estate plans. These supporters
are helping ensure the Center's long
term success. Would you considerjoin
ingus?

Thereare severalways tojoinPartners
for the Future.Youmayincludeabequest
to the Southern Poverty Law Center in
yourwill or living trust. You mayprovide
for the eventual distribution of assets,
such as those held in retirement fund ac-
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Memorial's 20th anniversary

Dobbs leaves post at CNN OrReilly Raises Bogus First Amendment Claim for Dobbs

li-If'l.'l.itg - Dobbs con
tinues to question whether
Obama was born in the United
States, ignoring a thorough de
bunking of the theory on the
July 17 edition of his own show
by fill-in host Kitty Pilgrim.

IUtiWI_I.I.g - Dobbs an
nounces his resignation from
CNN during his nightly show.
He cites a need to "go beyond
the role here at CNN" and la
ments that many important
issues are now defined by "ide
ology rather than by rigorous,
empirical thought."

IlIiS"'l.it@- Cohen writes
to CNN president Jonathan
Klein asking for Dobbs to be
taken off the air. Several other
advocacy groups soon join the
SPLC's campaigh.

.: - The SPLC re
ports that the leprosy claim
promoted by Dobbs has been
included in an American Legion
booklet about illegal immigra
tion. After the initial SPLC re
port, an updated version of
the booklet is later re-released
without the bogus claim.

writes a column citing SPLC
about Dobbs' reporting and
concludes that "Mr. Dobbs has
a somewhat flexible relationship
with reality."

ridiculed the idea, saying CNN
would never do it.

Cohen responded that he
wasn't as cynical as O'Reilly
and believed that if enough
people spoke out in opposi
tion to Dobbs, CNN would
take action. O'Reilly, however,
was so certain that he said he
had $10,000 "on the table" for
Habitat for Humanity if he
turned out to be wrong.

Well, he was wrong. Cohen
called his bluff - and to his
credit, O'Reilly said he would
pay up.

liii"~'l.itg - Dobbs enter
tains the "birther" conspiracy
that contends President Obama
wasn't born in the United
States. He questions the official
birth certificate and complains
Obama has not made public the
"original document."

The Columbia
Journalism Review criticizes
Dobbs for "tamper[ing] with
facts" and "pretending the
confusion was someone else's
fault."

_-Dobbs flies into
a rage and attacks Potok on
his show over the criticism of
the leprosy claims. He says he
stands "100 percent" behind the
report. The source for the lepro
sy claim is Madeleine Cosman,
a right-wing fanatic who once
told an audience that "most"
Latino immigrant men "molest
girls under 12, although some
specialize in boys and some in
nuns." She has no expertise in
immigration or medicine.

I&Wii.14.ltij - New York Times
columnist David Leonhardt

IMM'I~*I.I.1j- The New York
Times and USA Today publish
SPLC's open letter as'king the
president of CNN to retract
Dobbs' false leprosy claim.

'f~M'Ul'It1j SPLC President
Richard Cohen writes to CNN
asking the network to retract
Dobbs' false leprosy claim.

• • •• - "60 Minutes"
profiles Dobbs and notes that
his show claimed immigrants
were responsible for 7,000
new cases of leprosy identi
fied in the u.s. during a recent
three-year period. The reality
is that there were about 400
cases new cases and that no
one knew what role immi
grants played. Potok criticizes
Dobbs' reporting in an inter
view for the story.

border preparing for an inva
sion. Dobbs is amused but
doesn't repudiate Simcox.

11~M'IMtl.I.t' SPLC President
Richard Cohen and Potok ap
pear on Dobbs' program. Before
the interview, Dobbs presents
an entirely new set of leprosy
claims, which are closer to the
truth. He insists his program
"did not say there were [7,000]
new cases at any time."

rather, is protect each person's
right to speak out on important
issues free from government
interference or censorship. In
criticizing Dobbs and calling
for his ouster, SPLC staffers
were exercising their own First
Amendment rights to engage in
spirited public debate. We're
glad CNN listened.
Cohen~ appearance on

O'Reilly was actually his sec
ond this year. The first came
in July after Cohen called on
CNN's president to take Dobbs
off the air. At the time, O'Reilly

BROKEN RECORD

IMM4:tt:.I.ntA- Potok ap
pears on "Lou Dobbs Tonight"
and points out that Minute
man founder and frequent
Dobbs guest Chris Simcox
has reported seeing Chinese
troops on the U.S.-Mexican

IMNiWltitf:j - Then-Mex
ican President Vicente Fox's
trip to the United States is de
scribed on Dobbs' show as a
"Mexican military incursion."
A map of the United States
highlighting seven states sup
posedly coveted by Mexico
is attributed to the Council
of Conservative Citizens - a
hate group that has described
black people as "a retrograde
species of humanity."

IMM4:lI'l.!ttj - SPLC's Mark
Potok tells National Public Ra
dio that Dobbs helps legitimize
conspiracy theories and propa
ganda that originates in white
suprer:nacist hate groups. An
enraged Dobbs calls Potok after
the interview to say he and the
SPLC have no integrity and are
now "adversaries."

I@n*'ltit~j The SPLC's
Intelligence Project publishes
a story detailing members of
extremist,groups who have ap
peared on Dobbs' show.

11'1".'1'11- Dobbs erupts
on-air over an SPLC report ex
posing racist elements in the
Minuteman vigilante move
ment. He calls the SPLC "de
spicable" and "reprehensible,"
although he does not dispute
any of the facts in the report.

Lou Dobbs' daily 73roken Borders' CNNsegmentfocused on immigrationfor years. But
no matter what others reported about the movement, Dobbs failed to presentpersistent

evidence ofanti-Hispanic racism in anti-immigration groups and citizen borderpatrols.

When SPLC President
Richard Cohen appeared
on "The O'Reilly Factor" in
November, host Bill O'Reilly
claimed that the SPLC had
trampled Lou Dobbs' First
Amendment rights by lead
ing the charge to force him off
CNN. Not surprisingly, perhaps,
O'Reillygot it completelywrong.

The First Amendment
doesn't give anyone - not
Dobbs or O'Reilly, for that
matter - the right to have
their own prime-time cable
news program. What it does,

lu.?Jgml:Jlll.I'ZI Lou Dobbs
. sends a five-person team to

SPLC offices after the SPLC
raises concerns about a guest
promoting a fringe conspiracy
theory. SPLC staffers brief the
team on extremism in the im
migration debate.

in the Water" - about the mar
tyrs and the movement. It also
recognizes current struggles
for equality and offers visitors
an opportunity to pledge their
commitment to justice and
equality by adding their name
to the Wall of Tolerance. It has
become a powerful teaching tool
for school groups and others.
, Inspiring children was exactly

what Dees and the SPLC had in
mind when imagining a memori
al to those who died for equality.

"As visitors touch the names
on the Memorial and see their
own faces reflected in the water,
we hope they contemplate what
they can do in their lives to en
sure that 'justice rolls down like
waters and righteousness like
a mighty stream,''' said SPLC
President Richard Cohen. "It's
up to each of us to ensure that
the march for justice continues."

new set of leprosy claims that
were closer to the truth. But he
insisted his program "did not
say there were [7,000] new cases
at any time."

Shortly after the appear
ance, New York Times colum
nist David Leonhardt, citing the
SPLC's work, wrote a column
concluding that "Dobbs has a
s'bmewhat flexible relationship
with reality."

Birther controversy
In 2009, Dobbs became fixated
with the "birther" conspiracy
theory - the utterly false and
racially tinge'd notion that
Obama was born in Kenya and
that, therefore, his presidency
is not legitimate. Dobbs ques
tioned Obama's birth certificate
during a July 15 show and com
plained that the president had
not made the "original docu
ment" public.

Two days later, reporter
Kitty Pilgrim, a fill-in host on

\
the show, thoroughly debunked
the birther claims. She offered
evi'dence that included verifi
cati.on of Obama's birth certifi
cate and birth notices from two
newspapers in Hawaii, Obama's
home state.

Yet, when Dobbs returned to
his show, he continued pushing
the conspiracy theory.

The SPLC responded with
a letter to CNN President
Jonathan Klein that called for
Dobbs' firing.

"The fact that Mr. Dobbs
suggests otherwise on CNN 
while real CNN reporters tell
the truth - is both deplorable
and an embarrassment to all se
rious journalists," Cohen wrote.
. Several organizations joined
the'movement to remove Dobbs
from the airwaves, including
Presente.org and Media Matters.
Presente's "Basta Dobbs" cam
paign recruited more than
100,000 people.

Contiiwedjrom page 5
Asia, the Middle East and Latin
America have found inspiration
at the Memorial. Others have
included the Memorial as a poi
gnant part of their vacation or
family reunion. Students of all
ages have visited it to learn about
the movement and modern hu
man rights struggles.

Since 1998, the Congressional
Civil Rights Pilgrimage has
brought nearly 150 members
of Congress to the Memorial as
part ofan annual tour ofhistoric
civil rights sites.

In 2005, the SPLC added the
Civil Rights Memorial Center
(CRMC), further transforming
the site into more than a com
memoration of the past. The
visitor center, housed in the
SPLC's former office, includes
interactive exhibits and a pow
erful 20-minute film - "Faces

The leprosy claim
In 2007, Dobbs was the sub
ject ofa "60 Minutes" profile in
which Lesley Stahl confronted
him about a report on his show
that linked undocumented im
migrants to 7,000 new cases of
leprosy in the United States
during a recent three-year pe
riod. Stahl noted there were
7,000 leprosy cases in the last
30 years - not a three-year
span - and that no one knew
how many cases involved un
documented immigrants.

Dobbs' response?
"Well, I can tell you this," he

told Stahl. "Ifwe reported it, it's
a fact."

But it wasn't a fact - far
from it. The SPLC reported that
Dobbs' source was Madeleine
Cosman, a right-wing fanatic
who once told an audience that
"most" Latino immigrant men
"molest girls under 12, although
some specialize in boys and
some in nuns."

The SPLC's Potok also ap
peared in the segment, telling
Stahl that Dobbs gave viewers
the false impression, day after
day, that undocumented im
migrants "are bringing leprosy,
they're bringing crime, they're
bringing all these terrible things
to the United States."

With deepening concern, the
SPLC wrote to CNN asking the
network to retract the leprosy
claim and published an open let
ter in The New York Times and
USA Today. When the SPLC's
Cohen and Potok appeared
on Dobbs' show in May 2007,
Dobbs presented an entirely

Continuedjrom page 1
. he was the subject of a story in

the SPLC's Intelligence Report.
A year later, he was promoting
the Aztlan conspiracy theory,
which holds that Mexico is
plotting to re-conquer the
American Southwest.
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