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FIGHTING HATE

S. hate groups top 1,000

Numbers reflect explosive growth of radical right

The number of hate groups
operating in the United States
topped 1,000 for the first
time and the antigovernment
“Patriot” movement expand-
ed dramatically for the second
straight year as the radical right
showed continued explosive
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growth in 2010, an SPLC inves-
tigation has found.

Several factors fueled the
growth: resentment over the
changing racial demographics of
the country, frustration over the
lagging economy, and the main-
streaming of conspiracy theories

and other demonizing propa-
ganda aimed at minorities and
the government.

A list and interactive, state-
by-state map of active hate
groups can be viewed at www.
splcenter.org.

“Far-right extremists re-
main highly energized, even as
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politicians across the country
co-opt many of the radical ideas
and issues that are important to
them,” said Mark Potok, direc-
tor of the SPLC's Intelligence
Project. “This success in having
their voices heard in the politi-
cal arena, where they have long
occupied the fringe of conserva-
tive thought, might even-
tually take the wind out

of their sails, but so far

we’re not seeing any sign

of that. We are, however,
seeing increasing violence
from radical-right extremists.”

*Patriots’ jump 60 percent
The SPLC documented 1,002
hate groups operating in 2010 —
a 7.5 percent increase from the
932 groups active a year earlier
and a 66 percent rise since 2000.
Itis the first time the number of
hate groups has topped 1,000
since the SPLC began counting
them in the 1980s.
But the most dramatic growth
in the radical right came in the
Continued on page 3
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SEEKING JUSTICE

Students’ rights restored after SPLC action in Minnesota case

As hundreds of classmates
cheered, Sarah Lindstrom
and Desiree Shelton walked
hand-in-hand as a same-sex
couple during a procession at
Champlin Park High School in
Minnesota.

It was a simple act — walk-
ing as a couple in front of the
classmates who had elected
them to the “royalty court” —
but one that may not have hap-
pened without the efforts of the
Southern Poverty Law Center
and itsallies.

Traditionally, members of
the royalty court walk as cou-
ples during a processional. But
school officials made changes
to the Jan. 31 event that would
have prevented the couple from
‘walking together. These changes
occurred despite the school dis-
trict maintaining a policy that
instructs teachers to remain
“peutral” on matters of sexual
orientation. A federal lawsuit
filed by the SPLC and other or-
ganizations led to a settlement
agreement that allowed the
young women to participate as
a couple.

“It felt amazing,” Shelton told
a reporter after walking with
Lindstrom at the event.

Students gave the couple a
standing ovation. It was a joy-
ous moment for a district that
has been wracked by tragedy.
The Anoka-Hennepin School
District in Minneapolis’ sub-
urbs has seen a string of student
suicides — some likely related
to anti-gay bullying, according
to community advocates.

“School officials did the right
thing,” said Sam Wolfe, an at-
torney with the SPLC’s LGBT
Rights Project. “We hope this is
a beacon for better days in the
Anoka-Hennepin School District.
Courageous individuals like
Desiree and Sarah really make
that type of progress possible.” -

Addressing a tragedy

SPLC staffers traveled to Minne-
sota last fall and met with with
community members about the
student suicides — tragedies that
were underscored in September
when several other student sui-
cides made headlines across the
country. The SPLC also hosted
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a screening of its Teaching Tol-
erance documentary, Bullied.
More than 2,000 people gath-
ered for the event at Minneap-
olis’ Central Lutheran Church.
At that time, community
members said they were deeply
concerned that school officials
were not realistically address-
ing anti-gay bigotry and ha-
rassment in Anoka-Hennepin.
Community members worried

the district’s “neutrality” policy
was preventing teachers from
taking a strong stance against
anti-gay bullying.

When it appeared school offi-
cials would prevent Shelton and
Lindstrom from participating
as a couple during the school’s
“Snow Days” event, the SPLC
returned to Minnesota.

“School officials appeared
to be at odds with their own

Lesbian students Desiree Shelton (left) and Sarah Lindstrom participated as a couple
in a high sghoo! royalty court procession after the SPLC and its allies took action on
their behalf.

neutrality policy by preventing
the couple from walking,” Wolfe
said, “Quite simply, this policy is
neutral in theory, one-sided in
fact and dangerous in practice.”

When school officials did not
respond to a request to allow
the students to participate as a
couple, the SPLC, the National
Center for Lesbian Rights and
the law firm Faegre & Benson
filed a federal civil rights law-
suit to enforce the students’
rights under the First and
14th Amendments of the U.S.
Constitution, the Minnesota
Constitution and the Minnesota
Human Rights Act.

Less than 24 hours after filing
the lawsuit, a settlement agree-
ment had been reached.

Throughout the situation,
students at Champlin Park High
School supported their class-
mates. The studentbody not only
elected two openly gay classmates
to the royalty court, but when
it looked like their classmates
would be denied the right to par-
ticipate as a couple, they banded
together, carried posters and took
astand for their classmates.
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A MESSAGE FROM SPLC PRESIDENT RICHARD COHEN

Fringe ideas assault nation’s core values

The rise of the radical right,
as detailed on page 1, car-
ries the implicit threat of vi-
olence aimed at minorities
and the federal government.
The nightmare scenario is,
of course, another domestic
terrorist attack like the 1995
Oklahoma City bombing by the
racist, antigovernment zealot
Timothy McVeigh.

There’s another serious
threat, as well, one that’s
more subtle but perhaps more
damaging in the long run: the
steady creep of ideas from the
radical fringe into the political
mainstream.

Attacking the Constitution

The political agenda of the rad-
ical right — think John Birch
Society on steroids — represents
afrontal assault on our core val-
ues as a nation and on the U.S.
Constitution itself.

Ideas from the radical right
are nowmoving swiftly from the
realm of fantasy into the halls
of state legislatures around the
country. That's worrisome, be-
cause as our whole political sys-
tem is pushed further to the
right by the howlers on hate ra-
dio, the propagandists at Fox
News and the Tea Party-style
populists, these ideas increas-
ingly seem palatable to politi-
cians who pander to society’s
most extreme elements.

As a multi-year member, I
am very pleased to see that
you consider the Family
Research Council a hate group.
Americans need tocome to fear
those around us who hide be-
hind looking “normal” while
promoting violence. [ hope this
makes some people think.
Thank you for all your
good work.
N.F.
Seattle, Washington

Thank you for speaking out
and exposing the hate groups
we have in this country under
benign names! Gays and lesbi-
ans are emotionally and psy-
chologically affected by the
rhetoric of these groups. I ap-
preciate your efforts!
W.P.
~ Spokane, Washington

I'm so sad about the plight of
undocumented female farm
workers. (See story in Winter
2010 issue of the SPLC Report.)
1 see them laboring in the fields
whenever traveling to get gro-
ceries in Ventura.

Thank you so much for your
work and investigation into
this inhumane treatment of
farmworkers. It needs to end.
I will gladly pay twice for my

Birthright citizenship,
for example, is under at-
tack by anti-immigrant zeal-
ots who want to roll back the
14th Amendment so that the
children of undocumented
immigrants are denied U.S. cit-
izenship. This proposal would
create havoc and undermine a
bedrock principle
of our democracy.

But that’s only
the beginning.

In South Dakota
and Nebraska,
some lawmakers
are actually push-
ing proposals that
could effectively
legalize the mur-
der of physicians pichard Cohen
who perform abor-
tions. In Virginia, a lawmaker
wants to create an alternative
currency “in the event of the de-
struction of the Federal Reserve
System’s currency” — a long-
time fear of antigovernment
extremists.

There’s also a raft of pro-
posals that seek to strip power
from the federal government.

In Kentucky, the state
Senate was poised at this writ-
ing to take up a bill to declare
the state a “sanctuary” from
the Environmental Protection
Agency. An Arizona bill would
make it a felony for anyone to
enforce federal commerce laws.

Lawmakers in Montana are con-
sidering a law to allow the state
to nullify federal protections for
endangered species. A Georgia
proposal would override feder-
al monetary regulations and re-
quire banks to accept payment
in gold or silver.

The common theme in these
so-called “states’
rights” bills is the
rejection of feder-
al authority. It’s no
coincidence that
they’'re appearing
amid a powerful
resurgence of the
antigovernment
“Patriot” move-
ment, composed
of militias and
other conspiracy-
mongering groups that see the
federal government as an evil
entity intent on selling us out
to some sort of socialistic “new
world order.”

MICHELLE LELAND

States' rights obsession

Interestingly, this obses-
sion with states’ rights comes
as neo-Confederates cele-
brate the 150th anniversary
of Southern secession and the
beginning of the Civil War, Of
course, the major questions
about the authority of the fed-
eral government were settled
by the war and the great amend-
ments to the Constitution that

MAILBOX

food to end this situation. My
donation to you will come in
2011. Thanks.

- E.N.
_ Ojai, California

I've beenacontributor foralong
time now and just read through
a list of your 2010 accomplish-
ments. I satbackand asked my-
self that old question, “Well, did
you get your money’s worth last
year?” The answeris a resound-
ing, “Yes!! And then somel!”

Because SPLC exists, I can,
through my membership and
donations, and by sharing
information I get from the
Intelligence Report and
Teaching Tolerance, play a part,
however small, in the most
important civil rights work of
our times.

Are there still heroes in the |
USA? You bet. Just look in a
mirror. Thanks for everything
you do.

: L.M.
Cincinnati, Ohio

When I realized the young
men of Walnut Grove Youth
Correctional Center have
not been forgotten (See sto-
ry in Winter 2010 issue of
the SPLC Report.), it brought
tears to my eyes. I have a son

there, and our lives have been
turned upside down. He is get-
ting locked down sometimes
23/24 hour a day. When he
speaks of the conditions such
as fighting and mistreatments,
all I can do is cry. A mother’s
worst nightmare is to hear her
child calling out for help, and
there’s nothing she can do.
Thank you from the bottom
of my heart.
V.E
Holly Springs, Mississippi

I just watched Mark Potok
on MSNBC Countdown, and
the appearance and recent
events [shootings in Tucson]
reminded me how much I ad-
mire the work you are doing
and the potential risks that
might be incurred as you pro-
tect our country against hate
groups and other threats.
Thanks for your great work,
and I'm happy to offer even a
token of support.
P.R.
Cookeville, Tennessee

I donate $10 a month to SPLC.
Thank you, thank you, thank
you for using the money so
well. When I turned on the
news Saturday evening, I was
very happy to see Mr. Potok on

followed it, including the 14th
Amendment with its guaran-
tees of equal protection, due
process and citizenship. But
some today are determined to
turn back the clock.

Bircher territory

It’s likely that most of these
proposals, if passed, would be
struck down by the courts. But
they’re symptomatic of a se-
rious illness in the body poli-
tic, a virus that attacks the very
idea of progressive governance
aimed at protecting the inter-
ests of all citizens. As radical-
right ideas get tossed around
more and more, they serve to
help shift the center of politics
even further past Reaganism
into Birch territory, moving us
away from real solutions to our
country’s problems.

As for states’ rights, we
must remember that we do not
live in 50 different countries.
History is clear that real prog-
ress in this country has come
mostly through strong action
by the federal government:
civil rights, retirement securi-
ty, pollution control, minimum
wage and other worker pro-
tections, consumer health and
safety guidelines, and more.

We can’t be complacent, be-

~ cause there are powerful forc-
es that want to unravel this
progress.

Countdown taking about the
shootings in Tucson. The U.S.
public needs to know about the
campaigns and individuals who
threaten our peace, justice and
safety. Again, thank you.
K.B.
Rochester, New York

I just finished the video
Bullied in my “Participation
in Government” class. This
was one of the most power-
ful films I have ever shown in
class. You could have heard a
pin drop in my room the en-
tire time it was in progress.
Even as the credits played,
it was more than apparent
that my students were taking
the extra time to process the
message of the presentation.
Tomorrow, they will discuss
various strategies that could
be employed by our district
to ensure that all students feel
safe in our school.

I'was completely impressed
with the content and impact
The Children’s March had on
my students. When I did not
think that it could be possible
for the SPLC to create an even
better documentary, you did!
Thank you so very much!

LM.
Otego, New York
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SPLC report warns against
xenophobic immigration laws

Across the country, harsh
anti-immigrant laws have left
communities burdened with
millions of dollars in legal ex-
penses, inflamed racial tensions
and devastated businesses, ac-
cording to an SPLC report warn-
ing communities about the
consequences of such laws,

The report — When Mr.
Kobach Comes to Town: Nativist
Laws & the Communities They
Damage — examines the im-

" pact of these laws, which have
been promoted by national na-
tivist organizations that want
to severely limit immigration.
Despite their popularity among
these groups — and the mil-
lions of dollars spent by local
governments to defend these
laws in court — almost every ju-
dicial decision so far has gone
against them.

Communities struggle with legal costs
One community, faced with sky-
rocketing legal costs, had to raise
property taxes. Another was
forced to cut personnel and spe-
cial events and even outsource

~its library. Only one had even a
small part of its ordinance up-
held in the courts.

The four towns and one state
examined in the report also saw
a crisis in race relations as con-
flicts between Latino immi-

grants and mostly white natives
escalated. Latinos reported be-
ing threatened, shot at, subject-
ed to racial taunts and more.
Angry protests and counter-
protests have rocked one town
after another. Pro-immigrant
activists have been threat-
ened with notes that promise
to “shed blood” to “take back”
communities. In some commu-
nities, business districts have
largely collapsed.

These laws have been pro-
moted and de-

he will lead your community
over a financial and social cliff.
Almost every place that has ad-
opted his laws has faced huge le-

.gal bills and an outbreak of ugly

racial tensions.”

For the better part of the past
six years, Kobach has been chief
legal counsel to the Immigration
Reform Law Institute, the legal
arm of the Federation for Ameri-
can Immigration Reform (FAIR).
The SPLC lists FAIR as a hate
group because of its promotion
of white national-

fended by former
law professor and
recently elected
Kansas Secretary
of State Kris
Kobach. Kobach
also played alead-
ing role in draft-
ing Arizona’s
controversial
anti-immigrant -

When Mr. Kobach Comes to Town
« Nativier Laws & che Communstics They Damage
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| ism and its long-
standing ties to
~ prominent white
. supremacists.
E In addition
to the: Arizona
statute, Kobach
[‘ helped write and
| defend nativ-
E ist ordinances
in Hazleton, Pa.;

statute, S.B.1070.

“Kris Kobach
is the Pied Piper
of the anti-immi-
gration movement,” said Mark
Potok, director of the SPLC’s
Intelligence Project, which pro-
duced the new report. “Towns
and states that are frustrated
by illegal immigration have re-
sponded to his siren song, but
they find out soon enough that

SPLC's new 26-page report warns
of the cost to communities that
implement anti-immigrant laws.

= Valley Park, Mo,;
Farmers Branch,
Texas; and Fre-
mont, Neb.

The town of Hazleton has run
up $2.8 million in legal costs to
defend its ordinance. Farmers
Branch is reported to owe
$3.7 million in legal fees. And
Fremont raised its property tax-
esin anticipation of $750,000 in
legal expenses.

Hate groups reflect extremist growth

Continued from page 1
antigovernment “Patriot” move-
ment. These conspiracy-minded
organizations, which see the fed-
eral government as their prima-
ry enemy, gained more than 300
new groups — a jump of more
than 60 percent. Their numbers
increased to 824 groups in 2010
from 512 a year earlier.

The only higher prior count
of Patriot groups came in 1996
when the SPLC found 858
groups. The movement’s recent
resurgence can be at least part-
ly attributed to the furious rhet-
oric from the right aimed at the
nation’s first black president — a
man who has come to represent,
to at least some Americans, the
ongoing changes in the racial
makeup of the country.

“Nativist extremist” groups —
organizations that go beyond
mere advocacy of restrictive
immigration policy to actually
confrontor harass suspected im-
migrants or their employers —
saw their numbers increase to
319 in 2010, up 3 percent from
3009 the year before.

Taken together, these three
strands of the radical right —
the hatemongers, the nativist
extremists and the antigovern-
ment zealots — increased from

1,753 groups in 2009 to 2,145 in
2010, a 22 percent rise. That fol-
lowed a 2008-2009 increase of
40 percent.

Growing terror threats
Meanwhile, there are growing
signs that the extremist move-
ment is producing significant
acts of terrorism.

In an 11-day period this
January, a neo-Nazi was arrest-
ed headed for the Arizona bor-
der with a dozen homemade
grenades; a terrorist bomb at-
tack on a Martin Luther King Jr.
Day parade in Spokane, Wash.,
was averted after police dis-
mantled a sophisticated anti-
personnel weapon; and a man
who officials said had a long his-
tory of antigovernment activi-
ties was arrested in a car filled
with explosives outside a packed
mosque in Dearborn, Mich.

- That’s in addition to the
shooting of U.S. Rep. Gabrielle
Giffords in Arizona, an attack
that left six dead in January.
Giffords’ assailant appeared to
be severely mentally ill, but he
also seemed to have absorbed
certain ideas from the radi-
cal right, including the notion
that the federal government
isevil. -

Other kinds of radical activi-
ty also are on the rise. Since the
murders last May of two West
Memphis, Ark., police officers
by two men from the so-called
“sovereign citizens” move-
ment, police from around the
country have contacted the
SPLC to report what one de-
tective in Kentucky described
as a “dramatic increase” in sov-
ereign activity.

Sovereign citizens,; who, like
militias, are part of the larger
Patriot movement, believe that
the federal government has no
right to tax or regulate them and,
asaresult, often come into conflict
with police and tax authorities.

Ideas infiltrate mainstream
Extremist ideas have increasing-
ly infiltrated the political main-
stream. Already this year, state
legislators have offered up a raft
of proposals originating from
the radical right.

There also are new attempts
by nativist forces to roll back
birthright citizenship, which
grants automatic citizenship to

all children bornin the US. Such

laws have been introduced this
year in Congress, and atoalition
of state legislators is promising
to do the same in their states.

INTELLIGENCE BRIEFS

Vigilante group leader sentenced
to death in Arizona murders
TUCSON, Ariz. — Concluding
a three-week trial that ex-
posed the most unsavory side
of Arizona’s militant border
vigilante movement, a jury
found Shawna Forde guilty
of murder for the May 2009
killings of a Latino man and
his 9-year-old daughter in the
border town of Arivaca, Ariz.
On Feb. 22, it sentenced her
to death, a decision binding

- on the judge hearing the case.

Forde, head of the Min-
uteman American Defense,
and two accomplices planned

. the May home invasion be-

cause they thought they
would find drugs and cash to
fund their group’s operation.
The three broke into the vic-
tims’ trailer, where one shot
Paul Flores, his wife and
their daughter Brisenia. The
wife survived.

The two accomplices are to

be tried separately this spring,

FBI investigating MLK Day bomb
SPOKANE, Wash. — The FBI
continues to investigate as
an act of domestic terrorism
a potentially deadly bomb
found along the planned route
of a large downtown march
here on the Jan. 17 Martin
Luther King Jr. Day holi-
day. Experts in Virginia are
analyzing the device, which
contained metal pellets cov-
ered in a possibly poisonous
chemical, news reports said.
An FBI spokesman described
the bomb as “capable ofkilling
or injuring multiple people.”

Thebomb, partly concealed
by two T-shirts and stored ina
Swiss Army brand backpack,
was found on a bench by san-
itation workers less than an
hour before the planned start
of the march. The march went
on but was rerouted.

The inland Northwest area
surrounding Spokane and en-
compassing nearby northern
Idaho was once home to fol-
lowers of Richard Butler, a
white supremacist and Aryan
Nations leader who spent
more than two decades try-
ing to establish a white home-
land. Butler died in 2004
afterlosing his 20-acre Aryan
Nations compound in an
SPLC lawsuit. He lost many
of his followers, too.

Police arrest man in apparent
mosque bombing attempt

- DEARBORN, Mich. — A

63-year-old southern
California man who report-

edly has a long history of an-

tigovernment activities was
arrested Jan. 24 in a car lad-
en with explosives outside
of one of the nation’s larg-
est mosques. More than 500
members of the mosque were

attending a funeral service at
the time. !

Police said Roger Stock-
ham was arrested in the park-
ing lot of the Islamic Center
of America, where he had
apparently driven from Cali-
fornia in a vehicle filled with
M-80s and other illegal ex-
plosives. He was arraigned on
charges of making a terrorist
threat and possessing explo-
sives with unlawful intent.

The apparent anti-Islam
terror plot comes after a year
of increasing hatred directed
at Muslims in America. That
was most obvious in August,
when a national controver-
sy erupted over a planned
Islamic center in Manhattan.

Dearbornis home to one of
the country’s largest Muslim
communities.

Congressman invites
neo-Confederate to testify
WASHINGTON — On Feb. 9,

* U.S. Rep. Ron Paul (R-Texas)

hosted his first hearing as
chairman of the House sub-
committee that oversees the
Federal Reserve, the nation’s
central bank. Paul, an oppo-
nent of the Fed, in the past
has called for its abolition.

One of the witnesses in-
vited to testify was Thomas -
DiLorenzo, a longtime ac-
tivist in the neo-Confeder-
ate hate group, League of the
South (LOS). The LOS advo-
cates for a second Southern
secession and a society dom-
inated by “Anglo-Celts.”

DiLorenzo is an econom-
ics professor at Baltimore’s
Loyola College, but his life
work appears to be rewrit-
ing the history of the Civil
War and Lincoln’s role in it.
He argues that Lincoln was a
paragon of wickedness whose
secret intent was to destroy
states’ rights and build a mas-
sive federal government.

White nationalist group

cancels conference 3
CHARLOTTE, N.C. — A
white nationalist organiza-
tion called off a conference
planned for here in early
February, saying it was unable
tofind asite forits event after
its original host location, the
Sheraton Charlotte Airport
Hotel, canceled its reserva-
tion, citing the group’s “ex-
tremely controversial views.”

The conference planned
by American Renaissance
magazine said it was
considering legal action
against the city, claiming an
elected official was behind
efforts to deny it a venue for
the meeting.

American Renaissance is a
Virginia-based magazine of
“racial-realist thought” listed
asa hate group by the SPLC.
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Use of pepper spray on
schoolchildren targeted

JW. was walking down a hall-
. way at Woodlawn High School in
Birmingham, Ala., when he saw
two students scuffling.

As other students gathered,
the school’s police officers ar-
rived and doused the two stu-
dents with pepper spray — a
chemical weapon marketed as
“the most intense, incapacitat-
ing agent available today,” the
type an officer might use on a vi-
olent, out-of-control eriminal.

The officers yelled at the rest
of the students to leave. Then,
without warning, one of them
began spraying the onlookers.
Students screamed and ran away.

JWs eyes and nose began to
burn. He began coughing un-
controllably as the chemical
entered his throat. The officer
didn’t bother to determine if
any students were injured or re-
quired help. None received med-
ical attention.

Police enforce basic discipline
The use of chemical weapons
on schoolchildren might seem
shocking to most. But it’s all too
routine in Birmingham, where
school resource officers — po-
lice officers employed by the
city and invited into the schools
by the Birmingham Board of
Education — have been allowed
to enforce basic school discipline
with canisters of pepper spray.
The school’s student body is
96 percent African American.
Teachers and principals have
even handed over minor and
mundane discipline matters to
these officers. The results have

TEACHING TOLERANCE

been devastating. Rather than
being sent to the principal’s of-
fice for typical teenage mis-
behavior, some students have
found themselves gasping for air
as their eyes burned and welled
with tears from ablast of pepper
spray. Adults in these schools
have even taunted students and
celebrated the pepper-spraying
of teens.

SPLC sues to stop use of pepper spray
The SPLC filed suit in December
to stop the use of pepper spray.
The federal lawsuit accuses the
school system and police of vi-
olating the students’ constitu-
tional rights.

“What kind of school system
allows the entry of armed po-
lice officers who pepper-spray
its students? One with a serious
illness. One that needs to re-ex-
amine its ultimate purpose for
existence — educating and pro-
técting its students,” said Ebony
Glenn Howard, the SPLC attor-
ney leading the case.

The lawsuit — filed after the
city school board refused to
address the issue when it was
raised by the SPLC — details
how pepper spray is used against
children who pose no threat to
themselves or others. Some chil-
dren were merely in the wrong
place at the wrong time. Others
were accused of engaging in nor-
mal but non-dangerous adoles-
cent misbehavior.

Some students were even
sprayed while they were sub-

~ dued. For example, a female high

Continued on page 8
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Forestry workers cheated of wages
collecting pay in SPLC settlement

Hundreds of guestworkers
who were cheated out of the
wages they earned planting trees
for an Arkansas-based forest-
ry company are receiving their
part of a $2.3 million settlement
agreement the SPLC obtained
on their behalf.

Standards Act and the Migrant
and Seasonal Agricultural
Worker Protection Act to en-
sure workers are not cheated out
of future wages.

Superior’s guestworkers
were recruited from Mexico and
Guatemala through the H-2B

Brothers Jose Hernandez Espina (left) and Oscar Hernandez Espina recently received
their share of back wages under a settlement agreement. Despite intimidation by
their employer, the two provided valuable assistance to SPLC lawyers who sued
Superior Forestry Service Inc. -

Approximately 2,200 work-
ers are eligible to get money from
the settlement with Superior
Forestry Service Inc. The agree-
ment, reached last year, is one of
thelargest ever under the Migrant
and Seasonal Agricultural Worker
Protection Act.

“We are very pleased these
workers are finally being com-
pensated for their hard work,”
said Jim Knoepp, an attorney
with the SPLC’s Immigrant
Justice Project.

The company also agreed
to abide by the Fair Labor

guestworker visa program to
plant pine seedlings throughout
the southeastern United States.
From 2000 to 2006, they regu-
larly worked more than 40 hours
a week, but they said their pay-
checks from the company sim-
ply didn’t reflect what they were
owed. The SPLC and other im-
migrant advocates filed the class
action lawsuit in 2006.
Superior was held in con-
tempt of court three times dur-
ing the litigation. The company
was most recently held in con-
tempt in July 2009 after a com-

JIM KNOEPP

pany labor recruiter showed up
at a meeting in Mexico between
plaintiff lawyers and workers .
interested in the lawsuit — vio-
lating a court order and intimi-
dating workers who might join
the lawsuit. That incident led
the court to punish Superior by
barring it from presenting evi-
dence to dispute the workers’
claims for damages.

“I feel very happy that the
lawsuit ended and will benefit
everyone,” said Jose Rosiles, a
plaintiff in the case. “I thank all
the attorneys that helped us. I
wish I could personally thank
those that I never met. I hope
that all their effort will help all
the people that in the future will
goand work in the U.S.A.””

Unlike U.S. citizens, guest-
workers do not enjoy the most
fundamental protection of a
competitive labor market — the
ability to change jobs if they are
mistreated. Instead, they are
bound to the employers who
“import” them. If guestworkers
complain about abuses, they face
depottation, blacklisting or oth-
er retaliation.

Federal law and U.S.
. Department of Labor regula-

tions provide some basic pro-
tections to H-2 guestworkers,
but they exist mainly on paper.
Government enforcement of
their rights is almost non-exis-
tent. Private attorneys typically
won'’t take up their cause.

The SPLC’s 2007 report Close
to Slavery documented rampant
exploitation of guestworkers.

Using social media to teach tolerance,' promote social justice

How explosive is the growth
in social networking among
teenagers?

A recent Pew Research Cen-
ter report showed that 73 per-
cent of teens between the ages
of 12 and 17 use social net-
working. That is up from 55
percent just.four years ago,
and high school girls are the
biggest users.

Yet many schools still choose
todismiss the importance of so-
cial media. That's why Teaching
Tolerance magazine devoted
three articles in its latest issue
to theimpact of social media on
teaching social justice.

SPLC recognizes the impact

“Social media like Facebook
and Twitter touch on so many
issues that are important to
educators — privacy, diver-
sity, building empathy, social
learning and equal opportu-
nity,” said Teaching Tolerance
Director Maureen Costello.

“Schools must show kids how
to use social media in healthy
ways to maintain a stake in this
conversation.”

Parents and teachers alike
are often inclined to shut
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down social media, especially
in school settings. Their
concerns — particularly about
the dangers of cyberbullying —
cannot be taken lightly. But

closing the social media door
is likely to open many windows.

“People connect — that’s
whatwe do,” says Pam Rutledge,
director of the Media Psychology
Resource Center. “That’s a bio-
logical function, not an aberra-
tion. The desire to grow up and
do these adult things overrides
caution. It's not pathological. It’s
normal teen behavior.”

And like it or not, using
social media is now an
essential skill that is important
for getting into college,
finding a job and collaborating
with others in an “always
connected” world. Rather
than think of social media
as an after-school diversion,
teachers need to find ways to
interact with students using
the media they rely on daily.

Some savvy educators have
made social media an integral
part of their classrooms.

“We show teachers using
social media for everything

from writing a class assignment
tolearning a foreign language,”
Costello says. “Social media can
add to student engagement on
just about any topic.”

Teachers use innovative methods
Access to social media — and
technology in general — is un-
even, at best, among the na-
tion’s school districts. Some
have state-of-the-art comput-
ers and information technology
teachers. Others struggle with
hand-me-down hardware and
whatever free downloads they
can muster.

But this “digital divide,”
Teaching Tolerance reports,
is no longer as vast as it once
was. Many teachers working
with low-income students get
around the hardware deficits
by finding innovative ways
to use hand-held devices like
smart phones. _

“Ten years ago, it was
thought [disadvantaged kids]

were digitally unengaged,”
said S. Craig Watkins, associate
professor at the University of
Texas at Austin and author of
The Young and the Digital. “Now
we know the opposite is true:
They're even more engaged
than their advantaged peers.”

And that engagement is an
encouraging sign. But educators
point out that smart phones are
no substitute for well-trained
teachers using modern equip-
ment in schools.

“For kids to be given a fair
shake in a modern economy,
they are going to have to be
computer literate,” said Aaron
Fowles, a Memphis teacher with
a lot of experience salvaging
computers for his students.
“Kids who aren’t [computer
literate]| will be at a terrible
disadvantage, especially
America’s poor children. And
for many of them, school is
the only place they’ll have the
chance to learn it.”
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Unwavering commitment to justice

This year marks the 40th an-
niversary of the SPLC, found-
ed by Alabama lawyers Morris
Dees and Joe Levin to ensure
that the promises of the civil
rights movement became a re-
ality for all.

Our work is not done. The
challenges we face in the 21st
century are difficult and com-
plex. But the anniversary — to
be celebrated at our offices in
Montgomery on April 30 —
gives us the opportunity to
review our landmark achieve-
ments and lay the groundwork
for the years ahead.

Record of accomplishments

In the decades since its begin-
ning, the SPLC has shut down
some of the nation’s most dan-
gerous hate groups by winning
crushing, multimillion-dollar
jury verdicts on behalf of their
victims. It has dismantled in-
stitutional racism in the South;
reformed barbaric prison prac-
tices; shattered barriers to
equality for women, children
and the disabled; and protected
low-wage workers from abuse.

MICHELLE LELAND

The SPLC also has reached
out to the next generation with
Teaching Tolerance, a program
that provides educators with
free classroom resources that
teach students to respect others
and nurture inclusive school
environments, .

Throughout this year, th
SPLC Report will highlight
the most important victories,

Celebrating a Record of Success
Affirming our Commitment to Justice
4 Charting a Course for the Future

milestones and accomplish-
ments from each decade of the
SPLC’s history, beginning with
the 1970s. Each of these events
is not only a reminder of the
SPLC’s dynamic history but ev-
idence of our unwavering com-
mitment to promote and protect
our nation’s most cherished ide-
als by standing up for those who
have no other champions.

1971 Morris Dees and Joe
Levin launch the SPLC as a
nonprofit organization. Civil
rights activist Julian Bond is
named as the first president;
thousands of committed in-

PENNYWEAVER

cial support.

1972 The SPLC wins a federal lawsuit challenging
Alabama'’s at-large system of electing state legis-
lators, on the basis that it dilutes African-Ameri-
can voting power. The U.S. Supreme Court affirms
the decision, and in 1974, 17 African Americans are
elected to the state Legislature. .

1972 1he SPLC launches a 23-year court battle
that forces the Alabama Department of Public
Safety — the all-white state trooper force that had
been used to enforce segregation — to hire and
promote black troopers. (See story this page.)

1973 The Uss. Supreme Court upholds the SPLC’s
victory in the first successful sex discrimination case
against the federal government, Frontiero v. Richard-
son. The Court rules the Department of Defense
cannot grant certain benefits to dependents of ser-
vicemen but not to those of servicewomen.

1975 After SPLC attorneys uncover evidence not
produced during their trial, three African-American
men awaiting execution in North Carolina— known as

dividuals respond with finan- -

The Decade of the '70s

the Tarboro Three — are freed almost two years after
being wrongfully convicted of raping a white woman.

1975 spLC co-founder Morris Dees spearheads
a successful defense for Joanne Little, a black in-
mate accused of murdering a white guard in a North
Carolina jail. Little claimed self defense, saying the
guard, who was found in her cell without his pants,
had tried to rape her.

1976 A federal court rules Alabama prisons are
“wholly unfit for human habitation” and orders prec-
edent-setting reforms in the SPLC lawsuit Pugh v.
Locke. SPLC attorneys work for more than a decade
to end the unconstitutional conditions.

1977 Following an SPLC lawsuit, U.S. officials
withdraw regulations that allowed the forced steril-
ization of poor, black women in the South. The case,
Relf v. Weinberger, was filed after two mentally dis-
abled sisters, ages 12 and 14, were surgically steril-
ized when their illiterate mother agreed to what she
thought would be birth control shots.

1977 The U.S. Supreme Court opens the door for
women to be hired for law enforcement jobs tradi-
tionally held by men after ruling in favor of the SPLC
in Dothard v. Rawlinson. The SPLC represented two
women who were refused positions as a correctional
officer and state trooper because they fell short of
weight and height requirements that had no rela-
tionship to job performance.

What's i ?
dlsS In 4 name:

When the SPLCwasfounded ~Center. Over time, the SPLC  changing the SPLC’s name to
in1971,itwasasmall civil rights  expanded to what itis today:a better reflect its current mis-
law firm handling publicinter- dynamic organization that not sion, but in the end, the SPLC
estcases that primarilybenefit-  only litigates civil rights cases leaders decided that it was best
ed minorities and the poor —a  on behalf of the powerless but  tostick to the moniker that peo-
specialty that, at the time, was  one that also investigates hate ple recognize.
known as “poverty law.” Be- groups, produces tolerance ed- :
cause most of its cases were ucational materials and engag- SPLC
in the South, founders Morris  esinotheractivities to promote
Deesand Joe Levin called their  social and racial justice. Seri- A" Southern PDYBI'IV
firm the Southern Poverty Law  ous consideration was given to Law Center

SPLC’s 1972 landmark lawsuit
opened door for black troopers

Alabama’s all-white state
trooper force long symbolized
the entrenched system of
oppression in the South.

When Gov. George C. Wallace
promised “segregation forever”
in 1963, the state troopers stood
with him. '

When civil rights activists
attempted to cross Selma’s
Edmund Pettus Bridge on
a march to Montgomery to
promote voting rights in 1965,
club-wielding troopers beat
them back.

And despite the victories
of the ecivil rights movement,
the Alabama State Troopers
remained an all-white force in
the early 1970s.

Blacks could be. hired as
janitors for the Alabama
Department of Publi¢ Safety,
but they were not allowed to
be a state trooper.

It took a landmark federal
lawsuit by the Southern Poverty
Law Center to pierce this
bastion of white supremacy. The
litigation launched in 1972, the
year after the SPLC’s founding,
lasted more than two decades
in the courts but brought lasting

change to the heart of Dixie.

Black man now leads troopers
Now, for the first time, Alabama
has a black man heading the
once-feared state police force.
Hugh McCall, a department
veteran who was named its di-
rector in January, rose through
the ranks afterbeing in the first
cadet class that included blacks.
“This was an affirmative
action success story,” said SPLC
President Richard Cohen, who
argued the case before the U.S.
Supreme Court. “It was also an

for a state trooper position. Asa
remedy for the obvious discrim-
ination, a federal judge ordered
the agency to hire one black
trooper for every white troop-
er hired until blacks made up 25
percent of the trooper force.

State officials resisted the rul-
ing in every way possible.

First, they imposed a virtual
ban on hiring to preserve the all-

white force. Then they tried to ;

force newly hired blacks off the
force by making it difficult for
them to complete their training
and by subjecting them to unfair
disciplinary practices. To keep
black officers at the bottom rung
of the trooper force, officials
refused to implement fair
promotions.

SPLC continued to fight -

SPLC attorneys continued
to fight on behalf of the black
troopers, taking the state to
court time and again. In 1987,
the U.S. Supreme Court upheld
an order that one black troop-
er be promoted for every white
trooper — as long as qualified
applicants were available —
until the state developed a fair
promotion plan. It was the first
time the Supreme Court ap-
proved a race-conscious pro-
motion plan.

After the SPLC’s victory
in the Supreme Court, state
officials decided to end their
resistance and work with the
SPLC to make the trooper force
amodel for the nation. The case
finally ended in 1995. Sixteen
years later, blacks comprise
more than 24 percent of the
Alabama Department of Public
Safety’s total arresting officers.
The state’s black population is

Alabama state troopers beat civil rights marchers at the Edmund Pettus Bridge in
March 1965.

employment discrimination
case where everyone won. This
case opened opportunities for
white as well as black troopers
because it created a promotion
system based on merit rather
than favoritism.”

Judge orders integration

The case was filed on behalf of
Phillip Paradise, a black man
who was not allowed to apply

BETTMANN/CORBIS

26.3 percent, according to 2009 -

U.S. Census estimates.

“I guess, for a lack of better
words, you were on a level play-
ing field,” McCall said of the re-
forms brought by the case. “Once
everybody was on the same lev-
el playing field for promotional
opportunities and testing, then
it allowed you a better opportu-
nity to be promoted.”

Continued on page 8
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James McElroy Elizabeth Reardon
Valerie McGaughey Joanne Reel
Beverly McKelvey James Reilly
Beatta & George Debbie Reinhardt-Young
McLendon Bob & Carol Relph
Edward P. McPartlin Daniel & Emily Remba
Jeremy Mendelson Mitchell Remba
David Metheny Ron & Susie Remba
Jeannie Meyer Resident Care
Laura & Lou Meyi Department
Amy M, Meza & Family | The Rhodens & Family
Donald T. Miesbauer Anthony M. Rhodes
Sam Mikell Fred Rich
David M. Milburn Carolyn & Jerry Richard
Ellen V. Miller John Richards
Susan Koppelman & Steve Richie
Dennis Mills Bil & Dalila Richter
Sophie Minis Erin Rider
Jack & Suzanne Minnis | Anne Rimkus
Sara Mitzner Margaret Rissman
Evan Moffic Glenn Ritchey
Roxanne Moffitt-Piganell | Joseph W, Roberts
Kate Roberts

Herbert Molin

Sharon, Lee &

Erin Roberts
Shshana Roberts
Debby Robinson
Dina Robinson
John & Karla Robinson
Tracey R. Robinson-Harris
Mordecai Rochlin
Joshua Goldberg &

Jennifer Rochon
Yesenia Rodriguez
Tina Roeder
Bethany Rohler
Christopher Panetta &

Greg Rolland
Andrew Romanoff
Wanda Root
Rhoda Rosenthal
Maxwell & Casey Rosier
Rachel Rosner

| Dr.& Mrs. Robert Rosser

Jeff & Judie Roth

Judy & Uwe Rothe

Barbara P. Rowland-Lubick

Jon Rubin

Bill & Gail Rudolph

Mirelly. Ruiz

Dick Rumer Family

Alexander M. Runyan

Russ & Ingeborg

Andrea & Andy Russell

Linda D. Ryan

Pam & Randy Ryder

John Saade

Claudia S. Saari

Gary T. Sacks

Krishna Saha

Paul Vagnozzi &
Melody Sahabi

Jon Sakol

Lou Salmon

Lauren Salter

Kirstin & Billy Sams

Ebin Sandler

Bértha L. Sanford

Vlimala Santhanan

Selah A. Saterstrom

Daniel Saul

Gregoire Sauter

Jon L. Schasker

Jane W. Schautz

Mary T. Schelble

Alvin & Peggy Schmertzler

Helen F. Schmierer

Dorothy Schnadig

Kate Schonmeyer

Laurence & Susan Schor

Allen & Chrissie Schulman

Robert Schwartz

Andrew & Rebecca Scully

J.B. Scully

Louise Seamster
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MAKE A TRIBUTE GIFT

The SPLC accepts gifts in memory of someone who has
died or in honor of a special occasion such as a birthday,
-anniversary or graduation. Donors may also give a gift just
to say “thank you.” The SPLC will send a card to the person
honored or the family of the deceased. Complete this form
and mail it with your contribution.

PLEASE PRINT

In Memory of

Marti & Mike Sekerak
Christine M. Sell

Joseph & Bemice Selman
Mr. & Mrs. George Sensor

- | Linda Sequeira

Stephen Shalom

Rob Sharenow

Judith Shaw

Kim Shebest

Charles R. Shepard

Maurice E. Shils

Natalie W. Shivers

Alden M. Shorter

Jade M. Shorter

Ellen Shub

Steven Shutter

Carole Siegel

Natalie A. Siegel

David Siegmund

Charles Silieg

Mr. & Mrs. David Silverman

Chris & Lisa Simmons

John & Kathy Simmons

Laura Simmons

Sharon Simmons

Richard & Louise Slanker

Marlene Slavitt

Hilary Slobotkin

Holly Slocum

Todd Slusar

Marlyn Slusher

Billye Smith

Gregory R. Smith

Lynn & Scott Smith

Marcia Smith

Milt Smith

Rosemary Smith

John Sobolski

Willie Sordillo

Bill & Theresa Soules

Jack & Shirl Soules

Natasha Souranoff

Eliana, Michael &
Sophia Spizzirri

SPLC Bullied

SPLC Staff & Family

Bill Stafford

Ernie Stalnaker

Ava Stanley

Arlene S. Balkansky &
Mark Stein

Harry Stein

Robert Stein

Mary L. Stephanou

Margaret & John Stephens

Cassandra Stevens

Deb Stevens

Jimmy Stewart

Tenley Stillwell

Gayle Strickler

Lorelei Sturgeon

Margaret L. Sudtelgate

Ki Suk

Arnold & Helen Sullum
Susanne & George
Andrew Sutherland
Paul A. Sutherland
Carl & Jan Swanson
Michael Swanson
Linda Sweeney

Bill T. Swigert

Ken Mulder &

Dianne Taeckens
Kathryn Tallerico
Marlene Tanguay
Kathy Gille & Doug Tanner
Sandy Tanner
Madeleine Taradash
Larry & Ginny Taub
Joselyn Taveras
Ann & Richard Taylor
Teaching Tolerance
Barbara 1. Tellman
Steve & Jen Tellman
Greig & Denise Tetmeyer
Bertha L. Thomas
Eric W. Thomas
Sarah ). Thomas
Carrie Thompson
Kathleen K. Thompson
Margaret & Michael

Thompson
Vicki & Karen Thorlands
Eddie Thornton
Terry Thomton
Margaret D. Torgersen
Margot Towl
Bob & Marilyn Troppmann
Sue & Gearge Trubow
Ruth D. Tschumy
Garry Turner
Grace & Mike Turner
Lou Ulman
Donna & Dana Underwood
Peter Klein & Jennifer

Ungers-Klein
Margaret A. Van Asselt =
Terry Van Duyn
Michael R. Veilleux
Edward Viljoen
Dayid A. Visser
Joyce Wachko
Dale G. Wachowiak
Lanny & Diana Waggoner
Bert Wagner
Amy ). Wallace
Mary Jo Meyers &

Tim Walter
Mark & Sari Wancket
Cathy & Frank Ward
Corita Warner
Ray & Barbara Warner

FROM NOVEMBER 2010 THROUGH DECEMBER 2010

Jill Waterman
Ineke Way
Stephen & Paula

Weatherford
Mr. & Mrs. William Webb
Esther Wedner
Susan & Kevin Weiberg
Victor Weingarten
Amy Ollendorf & Miriam

Weinstein
The Werthelm Family
Lovise & Britten West
Mary Anne Wexler
Felice G. & Thomas

Wiener
Dick & Nancy Wigginton
Henri Williams
Lisa Williams
Taylor & Katie Williams
Harvey Wineberg
Lenore L. & Howard B.

Winkler
Michael Collins &

Bill Wolaver
Tom & Tammy Wolf
Arthur Wood
Mary Johnson &

Larry Worth
Alyce G. Wright
Charles Wright
Douglas Wright
Amy Wlfestieg
Andy & Andi Wulfestieg
Becky & Paul Wulfestieg
John Walfestieg
Casey Moore &

Kim Wulfestieg
Robert & Sally Wyner
Elisa Wynn
Vida Yancy
Gail C. Bates &

Peter Yessne
Carole Youngblood
Gay Yuen
Marina Yurovitsky
William Repsher &

Sophie Zager
Ben Patch & Ruby Zaida
David Zakrocki
Laurie Zelesnikar
Linda Zetley
Sharon Ziegler
Matt, Cath & Hannah

Zimmerman
Andi & Eric Zinn
Robert & Edith Zinn
Tammy Zohar
Beth & Eric Zuckerman
Margaret & Paul Zusky

Tribute Gifts continued on page 8

|am enclosing a special gift in the amount of -

In Honor of
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Name

To celebrate his/her/their

SEND ANNOUNCEMENT OF GIFT TO:

Address

City/State/Zip

Your Name(s)

INDICATE ON ACKNOWLEDGEMENT THAT GIFT IS BEING MADE BY:
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Address

City/State/Zip
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Phone (in case of questions)

SOUTHERN POVERTY LAW CENTER

PO. BOX 548 * MONTGOMERY, AL 36101-0548 = (334) 956-8200
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life, recognizing the violent commitment.

S. Thomas Niccolls Alice Zea

LEAVE A LEGACY THROUGH PARTNERS FOR THE FUTURE

Partners for the Future is a special
group of donors who include the SPLC
in their estate plans. These supporters
are helping ensure the SPLC’s long-

+ term success. Would you consider join-
ing us?

There are several ways tojoin Partners
for the Future, Youmayinclude a bequest
to the Southern Poverty Law Center in
yourwill or living trust. You may provide
for the eventual distribution of assets,
such as those held in retirement fund

Civil Rights Memorial

accounts or life insurance policies, po-
tentially gaining taxor financial benefits.

After planning for the financial se-
curity of your family and loved ones, we
hope youwill consider joining Partners
for the Future by making a planned gift
to the SPLC.

.................................................................................................................

R

For information about the many
planned giving opportunities avail-
able at the SPLC — with no obliga-
tion — please contact our planned
giving department by calling toll-free
1-888-414-7752 or by mailing the form
below. You can also visit us online at

www.SPLCenter.org/donate or e-mail
us at plannedgiving@splcenter.org.

If you have already included the
SPLC in your will or estate plan, please
contact us so we can update our re-
cords. We want to officially welcome
you as a Partner for the Future!

[0 The SPLC is already included in my will or estate plans. Please welcome me as a Partner for the Future.

00 I'm interested in receiving general information about wills and planned giving,
Please send me information on the following specific planned giving opportunities:

Owills [JCharitable Gift Annuities
O Living Trusts [JCharitable Remainder Trusts [lRetirement Plans [lSecurities

[CJInsurance Policies [1Real Estate

Name(s) Date(s) of birth:
Address I

City/State/Zip

E-mail Address Telephone

MAIL TO: PARTNERS FOR THE FUTURE SOUTHERN POVERTY LAW CENTER - P.0. BOX 548 - MONTGOMERY AL 36101-0548

MBO35RORC
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SPLC rter lived Scroll of brance
life Of e aceﬁ]l adVO C ac The Southern Poverty Law Center pays tribute to the memory of deceased supporters who
p y included the SPLC in their wills or other planned gifts. The SPLC gratefully acknowledges
Helga Herz led a life devot- implications of Hitler’s rise to their bequests, received from January 1, 2010, through January 31, 2011,
ed to peace and equality. Sheso power in their native Germany. : e e
strongly believed in the SPLC’s Her keenness allowed her and Bobbie K. Alexander. Wil L., .Harnma.ker Vivign P, Ony
mission — to seek justice and, herdaughter to escape persecu- Nancy Angel ) Petra Harris Cal:olyn G. O.sr.nan
above all, promote tolerance — tion for their Jewish ancestry by Florence Anglin Gordon T. Heard Els’? C. P"“Ol“f“
that she included the organiza- immigrating first to France and Florence E. Baxter HelgaHerz Lucile B. Patrick
tionin her will. When she passed  then to the United States. Audrey C. Bell Susan H. Heslep Lawrence Pelkey
away at 97 in February 2010, Helga later saw her mother’s Dorothy Bloch Milton B. Hesslein Elizabeth H. Pollak
Herz left alegacy thatembodies consciousnessin the SPLC’s ef- Garland A. Borden Louis P. Heyman Katherine Prescott
her personal philosophy ofadvo-  forts to stop social injustice — Ruth S. Bowdoin Irmgard Heymann John D. Purdy
cacy and activism. i ¥ work . tha}t often places the | Barba-Del Campbell Howard W. Hintz Mary M. Ravlin
Herzhad a sincerg, unyielding o-rg.an}zatlol-l .at tl?e v?anguard of 1 Ethel C. Cates Mary B. Holt Elizabeth S. Reed
faith that one person can change  civil rightslitigationinthe US. |  Ajlen T. Compton Muriel S. Hubka Louis S. Richardson
the world. Her mother’s person- Herz and her mother even- Kihleen Ciowe Madeline M. Joiner William C. Rogers
al sacrifice in 1965 tually settled in -
9 / Barbara L. Curry Dorothy B. Jones Nancy Innes Ross
reinforced that con- & Detroit. Helga took . y B SUHEP
2T R T S E s Alice Denhard Hilary E. J Norman Rubinstein
viction. When she g a job in the eity’s li- | M ary k. Jones
: g - ary L. Dewolf dS.Ka Cleva A. Rutsky
was 82, Alice Herz, > brary system, which | o b Mead S. Karras SRR
also a lifelong peace < she fondly recalled | A:r ¥ d % Sheldon Katz o p mo:ﬁ 1d
activist, felt the anti- as “an indispensi- onEden Martha Kent Lem_)re e 48
Vietnam War dem- ble service to the Rose S. Ekus Pauline Kerber Sy'lvla L.Scham
onstrations were development of the I Peggy Elder Henry M. Kesselman Frieda L. Schwartz
having no influence. country and promo- | Marvin Engle i Jean Scott
She decided extreme tion of education.” |  JoannH.Evansgardner Ph.D. Dorothy M. Koeber Darlene Scott
action was the only Helga Herz They were mem- | Vernon W. Fischer Clvde Krea. iy Kent P. Shoemaker
hope of shaking bers of the Women'’s Sylvia Fitchen My H gK 3 Fay J. Shulman
public opinion and changingthe International League for Peace Marilee Foglesong ATBALy- DL ger Charlotte D. Smith
course of events. and Freedom and participated Thelma J. Ford .If:»an- S‘_ Lawrenf:e Katherine Solomon
In a public plaza in Detroit, in other pacifist organizations. Margaret E. Fortmiller Virginia F. L-e“"lé Thelma L. Staiger
Alice immolated herself, fol- ~  Afterretiring from the public Adele N. Fox Donald E. Littlejohn Irmagene Stark
1qwmg the example of Buddhist ll'brzujy in 1978, Herz headed the Fred Frankel Irene E. Loewenfeld Edith Tausner
monks w.ho zflso burned them- library at !:he Cen.ter for Peace Hentietta Frandeel Stella Lundeberg John W, Thompson
selves alive in protest of war- and Conflict Studies at Wayne q Roman Mahone g :
: R p : a Elaine Franz Elizabeth Tobin
time activities in Vietnam. Alice = State University, where her : Anne Malatesta
S X L - > David Freedman James B. Tunny Jr.
was the first activistin the United work is now being compiled as Vi :
2 v : Joanne J. Gans ictoria J. Mastrobuono Frank Leroy Turner
States to conduct immolation —  the Helga Herz Peace Archives. Mildred G Mayne . J
she died within 10 days — but  Shereceived the Spirit of Detroit Paul S. Gareen e McK. s Isidore Warshawsky
later that year two others im- Award and other accolades for James Geraghty w3 SEtE. : Chal_'l(’tte Washburn
molated themselves in protest her tireless volunteer work. Henry Gern Laine McLaughlin Jessie A. Watson
of the war. In her final letter to “Helga was adamant that the Louis Goldenberg Robert F. I\_&eagher Arthur S. Weinstock
- her daughter, Alice wrote, “Do  SPLC be a part of her will,” said Deena Goldman Ella Medwin Ronald V. Wells
not cry, and do not despair.” She herniece, Diane Herz. “Yourmis- |  Jack Gordon Helena Meltesen Martha L. Williams
wrote that she acted out ofhope, ~ sionissodifferent fromotheror- | June Grant Gerald Michelson Jean H. Winchell
and hope alone. ’ _ ganizations and directly centered | Robert L. Green Sarah S. Moench Jerome Wolens
“My mother took this action onher concerns for equality.” Barry J. Greenberg Ethel 8. Morrison Andrew M. Wood
fully convinced of a mission,” Today, _[)iane Herz is also | Leila A, Greenstone Bernice B. Morrison Margaret Woods
:ljerz 1atlelr“;°0te. l-ller cn;lcitherlmd a supportln_g member of _th’e i LorraineHaddon H J. Nersoyan_ * Marguerite Young
ways lived a politically aware SPLC, carrying on her family’s 1| Martin Hamburger

fee
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SPLC welcomes new board members

The SPLC has added to its
board of directors two talented
individuals with wvaluable
expertise to help guide the
organization. Andrew Fredman,
a managing partner at a private
investment firm, attended his
first meeting in April 2010.
Ellen Sudow, a lawyer with a
wide range of experience in the
public, private and nonprofit
sectors, joined the board in
October.

Stepping down from active
board membership was Pat
Clark, who had served since 1991.
She remainsassociated with the
board as an emeritus member.

Fredman has had a keen
interest in the SPLC’s work for

more than 20 years,
having made his
first contribution
to its work while
a college student.
Other interests
include advising a
college preparatory
school and serving
on the Dean’s
Advisory Council at
Tulane University.

Sudow has taught at Antioch
Law School and practiced em-
ployment, communications,
family and consumer law. She
also worked for a congressio-
nal committee as well as for the
U.S. Equal Employment Oppor-
tunity Commission. Sudow has

PENNY WEAVER

Andrew Fredman

Ellen Sudow

founded, chaired and served on
numerous nonprofit boards,
with a focus on disadvantaged
and LGBT youths.

“We're incredibly fortunate
to have Andrew and Ellen join
our board,” said SPLC President
Richard Cohen.

Use of pepper spray on children targeted

Continued from page 4

school student, who was 5-foot-
2 and 120 pounds, was sprayed in
November 2009 as she was held
by a school employee who stood
almost 6 feet tall and weighed
about 200 pounds. She was also
sprayed a year earlier as a fac-
ulty member held her. Another
girl was sprayed as she was being
held down by five grown men in
August 2009,

The use of chemical weapons
against students is an example of
the harsh school discipline prac-
tices that the SPLC is challenging
in states across the Deep South.
It’s one of the many factors push-
ing children out of school — leav-
ing them unprepared for the
future and more likely to enter

the criminal justice system. Last
year, hundreds of students were
arrested in the Birmingham
schools. Virtually all of those ar-
rests were for petty offenses.

Serious health effects
Individuals exposed to pep-
per spray are at risk for serious
health effects, ranging from tem-
porary loss of vision or blurred
vision to blistering of the eyes
and skin. They can also expe-
rience life-threatening effects,
such as inflammation and swell-
ing of the throat, that restrict
the size of the airway and limit
the amount of oxygen entering
the lungs.

This is a special concern for
African-American students.

Government statistics show that
African-American children have
a five times higher death rate due
to asthma-related complications.

LaTonya Stearnes, the moth-
er of three Birmingham school-
children, recounted the use of
pepper spray — sometimes re-
ferred to by the brand name
Mace — on two of her daughters.

“I sent them there to get an
education and I expected the
school would protect them,” she
said. “Then my older daughter
was maced., She wasn’t a danger
to herself or anybody else. It was
completelyunjustified. And, when
my younger daughter saw her sis-
ter get maced and ran to help her,
she, too, was exposed to the Mace.
This needs to be stopped.”

Lawsuit opened door for troopers

Continued from page 5

Fresh out of high school in
1980, McCall was in Alabama’s
first trooper cadet class that
included blacks.

“Idon’t know if I was looking
at the courtdecision at that time
more than a job opportunity,”
he said.

But McCall took the oppor-
tunity and climbed through the
ranks. He eventually became
chief of the Alabama Bureau
of Investigation, where he di-
rected high-profile criminal in-
vestigations. This past January,
Alabama Gov. Robert Bentley
appointed McCall as the state’s
public safety director. Today,
McCall oversees 1,500 employ-
ees and a $180 mil-
lion budget.

PENNY WEAVER

Agency opens doors,
provides opportunity
He also recognizes the
remarkable change
the department has
experienced. An agen-
cy that was once used
to enforce a regime
of racism has since
opened its doors to all
candidates.

“Unfortunately, it
took the court order...
for African Americans
to be hired with the
Department of Public
Safety,” he said. “The
department has mainfained,
I would say, good practices of
promoting the most qualified
candidates.”

Giving everyone the opportu-
nity to rise through the ranks on

the basis of their ability was the
goal of the SPLC lawsuit.

Appointment highlights
transformation
“Hugh McCall rose to the top
of the force on his own talents
and experience,” said SPLC
founder Morris Dees. “His ap-
pointment highlights the in-
credible transformation that
has taken place in the depart-
ment. He's a symbol of the pro-
gress being made in Alabama.”
That progress is felt
throughout Alabama as state
troopers patrol the roadways.
“We provide the same pro-
tection for everyone without
discrimination,” McCall told the

Today, Alabama state troopers are led by their first
African-American director, Hugh McCall.

Montgomery Advertiser shortly
after being named public safety
director. “Alabama has adapted
to changing times, and I'm proud
to say that I've done 'my part

TRIBUTE GIFTS

In memory of

Philip Alper George B. Brothers
Frank Alsberg Asher Brown
Michael J. Andre Robert C. Brown
Clare Appel Edmund Brunner, Jr.
Jeff & Jen Armistead  Linda A. Burnett
Alaine M. Amdt Mary C. Butler
Bemnard S. Aron Herbert Bynder
Jean Badran Harry Caicedo
Norman C. Ira J. Calhoun, Jr.

Baenziger Patricia Callahan
Bernice Baer Matt R. Carleton
Jada Baird Maureen Chapman
Vernon Baker Jong S. Choi
Manny Ballenzweig  Nellie Y. Chun-Ming
Norman Barnett Forrest Church
Naomf Bassuk Kenneth B. Clark
Alfred Becker Tyler Clementi
Pauline Becker Barbara Cochran
Lucy S. Beebe Irving Cohan

Howard ‘Nicholas Cominos
Florence Berman Marvin Comisky
Jerry Bernstein Robert Conway
Ray Berry Robert Cooley
Soli B. & Eleanor D.  Ruth Copeland

Bilimoria Jean G. Comnick
Bill llon L. Crittenden
Ralph & Lillian Rodney A.

Bircher Culbertson
Charlie Blalock Augusta L.
Franziska Boas Cunningham
Phil Boesch Paul Dannenbaum
Joe Bogle Edie Davis
Fred Bohm Metta & Nate Davis
Alice Boyack Rudy DeCaminada
John E. Bradley James L. DeMarce
Edith O. Brashares Sigmund Diamond

Leonard Dinner Nina Forbes
Abraham Dokson Ellen Foster
Anne Dokson Adam Frand
June & Joseph Lee B. Freedman
Donchess Jack Friedman
Sandra Doody's Edythe A. Gameral
Nephew Paul Garavaglia
Eddie Dossett John M. Gaylord
Jeanne Dreifus Sheldon Gertner
Israel Dresner William W. Gibbs
Robert T. Drish Jack Glass
Robert F. Duffey Maurice S. Goldberg
Julia Duncan Irene L. & James A.
Moree J. Duncan Golden
Marshall Dutko Bina Goldfield
Elizabeth Edwards James Goldwasser
Phyllis M. Edwards  Harrison D.
Adrien T. Egan Goodman
Joan Elbert Eugene Gordon
0. John Eldred Leonard Gordon
Milton Q. Ellenby Mildred B. Grant
John W. Elrod Charlie Greene
Meade Emory Charles Griswold
Arvella M. Ensler Daniel Grounds
Cecilia D. Esquer A. L. Grumm
Stephen Faller Gloria Gutman
Fred T. Fay Elizabeth & Robert
John Ferm Hairston
Gregory Figulski Leon A. Halgren
Leonore Fine Zelma Harris
Hadley & Madge Margaret Hausler
Finke Herman & Inamae
Joseph Finkle Haygood

Abbie J. Fischer
Stuart G, Fitch
Claire Flohr *

Harold R. Hector
J'!ﬂi!dred Heettner
Peter Heilbrun

Susan & Stephen Ann L. Kane
Heslep Jack Kaplan
Doris H. Hesse Lisabeth Kaplan
Karl & Gloria Hester ~ Andrew E. Karr
Michael & Elizabeth  Carl Katz
Higgins Sheldon Katz

Robert B. Higgins Georgie A. Kelm
Al Hilman William Kennison
Peter J. Hilton Williar J. Kiernat
Albert D. Hines Hazel Kohlhaas
George Hochberg Andrew Domey
William P. Hoffman Koppel
Eugene Hogan Al Krass
Herbert Holmes Harry Kruger
Jewel M. Holst Samuel Krushnell
Lucy T. Hope Amelia A. Kuhar
Joseph Hornsby Claire Kurschner
Cory Howard Pallie T. Kurz

. Charles A, Howe Carol Laitinen
Frank J. Hutchins Harry & Pauline
Olga Ignon Larner
Kanmo Imamura Latonya
Scotty & Cory Ipson  Dana Lawrence

* Fran lrgang James Lehman
Ryan D. lsaacs Ruth Leib
Annie R. lvey Henry Lemaire
Sonia Jacobs Susan D, Levering
Mary Jarmusch Dot Lewis
Robert Jenkins Benny Lipchik
Erik Johnson Katrina Lopez
Gunnor Johnson Jerome H. Lorber
Nathaniel lohnson Lillian Lubin
Scott Johnson Lorna MaclLaggan
Julia Ruby L. Maddox
Leonard Kagel Mitchel Mann
Dorothy H: Kagon Marilyn Marcel
Margie Kahn June Margoles
Ed Kallenberg Daniiel Marmion
Art Kamell Harold Martin

Frances B. Massey Miles Peterson
Olee Matthews Donald Phelan
Al Maxman Ethel Pike
Leah C. Mazur Clara J. Piper
Mary McCabe John H. Porter |l
Hugh McCaffrey Irvin Pruzan
Jack E. McClendon  Elizabeth Rabinowitz
Drew F McGlamary  Sol Rabkin
James E. McQuarrie  Marguerite M.
C. F. Miller Raboy
Donald L. Miller, Sol Raboy

MD. lean W, Randolph
Henry Milner William Rapp
Lillie B. Milner William & Alice Ray
Ginger Mintz William T. Ray
Charlie M. Mitchell ~ James Raybumn
Richard C. Moodie Mary Riehle
Helen Moore Bessie Mae
Robert Moore Riggins-Reid
Talmadge L. Moore  Inee Riggins Wilsan
Charles Morgan Lee W. Riggins
Jeanne Morin Ettie Robinson
Frances Moss Myrtis T. Rome
H. J. Muller Max Rosenzveig
My Best Friend Loren H. Rosson, Jr.
George W. Myrick William J. Rowles
Jean Z. Noren * Howard Rubin, Jr.
Bump Nuessle Cynthia Runnion
Our Mothers Alice J; Russell
Carl Owens Guadalupe A.
Mary Twelve Palmer Sanchez
Aram Parker Michael J. Sapp
Carol Parker Katherine M. Satriani
Leon Parker Howard Schwartz
Donald C. Pearce Louis Schwartz
Irma Pedroza Sam Schwartz
Madeline Perrone Luther Self
Bernard Persily Michael O. Seliers

Polly J. Peters

Gladys P Selwyn

since becoming a trooper.”
Steve Semons Alfred Taksa
Ruth W. Shachnis Audrey L. Taylor
Charlotte Sheehan Arden M. Thomas
Charles R. Shepard Barbara Thorn
Nina K. Sheridan Charles L. Thorpe
Lea Shimoni Helen Tieger
Abraham Siegel Emmett Till
William & Bertine Yetta Tomashoff
Sillins Gordon H. Torgersen
Florence & Mel Susan Torrico
Silverman E. ). Vojtik
Betty Simon James Wall
James P. Simpson Seth Walsh
Justin Skol Norma Waynes
Bob Slaw John H. Weakland
D. W. Slingerland Ralpha R. Weigand
Steve Solomon Bernard Weiner
Gerhard Sonder Henry Weiner
Richard Sonnenfeldt  Abe Weisbrodt
Robert F. Southard Anna Weiss
Irving A. Spergel Fern Weiss
Phil Spicehandler Marvin Weiss
lise I. Augusta & Jodi Wetzel
Marx Spier Mildred White
T. H. Stanton Emma S. Whiteside
Mel Steinberg John E. & Marian
Antze Stern Wilcox
Dorothy J, Stevenson  Carl Williams
Victor Stone Jeffery Wilson
Elschen & lliana Wallace Wolfson
Strickler Phillip H. Woodruff
Jeff Strickler John D. Worrell
GeorgeB.Stutman.  Charles H. Wright
Alice L. Sullivan Dorothy C. Yang
Brian P. Sullivan Mary H. Young
Carrol R. Sunday Smith
Margot Sundheimer  Bob Zacky
Eji Suyama, M.D. Howard Zinn
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