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Skinhead rejects racism, seeks
redemption, with help from SPLC

For years, Bryon Widner
thrived on hate as a violent
skinhead - a razor-carrying
"enforcer" who helped orga
nize other racist gangs around
the country. His hate was
etched on his face in the form
of tattoos with racist and vio
lent themes.

Butwith the help ofthe SPLC,
Widner left the white power
movement and endured near
ly two years ofexcruciating laser
treatments to remove the tell-tale
tattoos so thathe couldstart anew
life with his wife and children.

MSNBC told Widner's story
this summer in Erasing Hate.

The one-hour documentary
recounts Widner's life within
the white power movement,
the decision that led him and
his wife to leave it, and the
procedures he received. The
documentary can currently
be streamed online at Ama
zon.com for $1.99. Select clips

from the documentary can be
viewed on MSNBC.com.

'Powerful story
of redemption'
"This is a powerful story ofhu
man redemption," said Joe Roy,
the SPLC's chief investigator,

. whose meeting with Widner
led to the removal ofhis tattoos
and, ultimately, the documen
tary. "Bryon, by his own admis
sion, did horrible things in his
life. But he made the decision
to reject racism and leave be
hind his life of hate and vio
lence. We see so many people
in our work who have gotten
caught up in the hate move
ment, usually when they're
young. What we hope is that
Bryon's story will inspire:oth
ers to change."

During his 16 years as a skin
head, Widner became known
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Before and after: Bryon Widner displays the racist tattoos that covered most of his body. Now, the tattoos on his head and neck
are gone. With the SPLC's help, he underwent more than a year of painful laser treatment at Vanderbilt University Medical Center. Continued on Page 3

FIGHTING FOR WORKERS' RIGHTS

SPLC wins major victory
for cheatedfarmworkers

SPLC challenges Ala. anti-immigrant law
New statute criminalizesfatheT; GoodSamaritans

Continued on Page 8

immigration status of children
and their parents; and ctiminal
izesAlabamians for everyday in
teractions with undocumented
immigrants, such as providing a
car ride.

"Alabama's mean-spirited
immigration law is blatantly
unconstitutional," said SPLC
Legal Director Mary Bauer.

Matthew Webster, who is adopting two immigrant children, speaks to reporters
following the announcement of the SPLC's lawsuit challenging Alabama's new anti
immigrant law.

plaintiffs, the SPLC filed a fed
erallawsuit against the state
and has asked a federal court to
block the law pending the out
come ofthe case.

The law, the harshest anti
immigrant measure passed by
any state, authorizes police to
demand papers demonstrating
citizenship or immigration sta
tus during traffic stops; requires
school officials to verify the

When Matthew Webster
provides food and shelter to
his adopted sons in the coming
months, he could be breaking
Alabama law.

The Alabama native is adopt
ing two young boys - both un
documented immigrants - and
it will take two years for them
to obtain lawful status. In the
meantime, Alabama's recent
ly passed anti-immigrant law
would criminalize Webster for
doing the normal thiJ?gs that fa
thersdo.

Father would be
considered criminal
"1 will be considered a crimi
nal for harboring, encouraging
and transporting my own sons,"
Webster said. "1 am furious
that our state representatives
have wasted, and will continue
to waste, taxpayer money with
this law. 1 am a Republican and
probably agree with many ofour
Republican legislators on most
issues. On this one, however, I
do not."

At press time, the law was
set to take effect on Sept. 1.
But, with Webster as one of the

from 2003 to 2007. The 2007 law
suitalleges thatthe companyfailed
to pay federally mandated over
time wages for workin its packing
sheds and the prevailing wage for
work in the fields. The company
also refused to reimburse workers
for the exorbitant travel, visa and
other fees theypaid to obtain the
jobs - a problemcommonlyfaced
byguestworkerswho are recruited
from othercountries.

Candy Brand's refusal to re
imburse its guestworkers in their
first week of work violated the
FairLabor StandardsAct (FLSA),
resulting in workers earning sub
stantiallyless than the minimum
wage. The failure to payovertime
wages and reimburse expenses
was also a breach of the work
ers' contracts, U.S. District Judge
Robert T. Dawson ruled on May
20 in an Arkansas federal court.

The lawsuit seeks restitution of
unpaidwages, an award ofmoney
damages and a courtorder requir
ingthe defendants to complywith
federal regulations governingthe
H-2Aguestworker program.

FORT SMITH, Ark. - One ofthe
Southeast's largest employers
of foreign guestworkers and its
owners will be held accountable
for routinely cheating workers
out oftheirwages under a feder
al court ruling in a suit brought
by the SPLC. Some 1,500 guest
workers could recover more
than $2 million.

TherulingagainstCandyBrand
LLC, anArkansas company, andits
owners sets a precedent that will
make it more difficult for compa
nies and theirowners to skirt their
responsibilities to workers. Atri
al is plannedfor January to deter
mine the exactamountofdamages
owed to the workers.

"This decision sends a mes
sage that despite all the complex
corporate maneuvering, indivla
uals responsible for failing to pay
their employees will be held ac
countable," said Jim Knoepp, the
SPLC's lead attorney on the case.

The workers harvested and
packed tomatoes and performed
otheragricultural workfor Candy
Brand in Bradley County, Ark.,
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On 9/11 anniversary, reject Muslim bashing
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The Southern Poverty
Law Center is dedicated to
fighting hate and bigotry

and to seeking justice for the
most vulnerable members of
our society. Using litigation,
education, and other forms

ofadvocacy, the SPLC .
works toward the day when
the ideals ofequal justice

and equal opportunitywill
be a reality, The SPLC also
sponsors the Civil Rights
Memorial, which honors

the memory of individuals
who died during the Civil

Rights Movement.
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During the 10th anniversa
ry of 9/11, we'll be transfixed
by images of the planes ram
ming into the World Trade
Center and the people, caught
in the flames, leaping to their
deaths. We'll see pictures of
the burning Pentagon and
hear stories of the heroic fire
fighters and police officers
who sacrificed their lives try
ing to save others.

And we'll be reminded that,
despite Osama bin Laden's
death, violentjihadists are still
a threat.

We'd be naive to think oth
erwise. What's more, the
threat has morphed in recent
years. While we've made prog~

ress in eroding Al Qaeda's ca
pacity to launch attacks from
overseas, we've seen an in
crease in plots. hatched by
"homegrown" jihadists - U.S.
citizens or permanent resi
dents inspired by extremist, Al
Qaeda-like ideology. Indeed,
half of the "homegrown" plots
since 9/11 have occurred in the
last two years.

There is yet another dan
ger here - a danger not only

to our physical security but to
our character as a people. It's a
danger that President George
W. Bush warned the country
about in the days following
9/11, the danger ofbranding all
Muslims as our enemies.

Increase in hate crimes
Unfortunately, in recent years
we've seen a revival of the
Muslim-bashing
that fueled a 1,600
percent increase in
hate crimes against
Muslims in 2001.

During the last
presidential elec
tion, Barack Obama,
a Christian, was por
trayed as a Muslim
and even a terrorist
sympathizer.

Then, last year, anti-Mus
lim activists coalesced in op
position to the so-called
"ground zero mosque," a pro
posal to build an Islamic cen
ter two blocks from the site
of the former World Trade
Center. Exploiting tire memo
ry of 9/11, a small cadre of ex
tremists created a national

controversy over the project,
one laden with bigotry and in
tolerance. They wanted noth
ing less than to deny American
Muslims their rights under our
Constitution.

The question now is wheth
er the anniversary of 9/11 will
spark not only another jihad
ist attack but a new round of
Muslim-bashing from those

Cl who want to divide,
~ rather than unite,
~ us - from those
~ who forget there
~ were many Muslims

who died on that
day and who would
equate all Muslims
with terrorists.

Their words 
their depictions of
Islam as a virulent

political movement rather than
a religion - have consequences.

We must remain vigilant
We saw it in the immediate af
termath of 9/11, when a "Sikh
man was fatally shot outside
a gas station in Mesa, Ariz., by
someone who mistook him for
a Muslim.

We saw it in 2008, when three
men burned down a mosque in
Nashville.

And we saw it on July 22,
when Anders Behring Breivik
slaughtered 77 people, mostly
teenagers, in Norway.

Breivik cast himself as a
Christian knight dedicated to
stemming the tide of Muslim
immigration. He wanted to
jolt his country into recog
nizing what he viewed as the

_threat of multiculturalism in
Europe. In a I,500-page mani
festo, Breivik cited the words of
U.S.-based Islamophobes doz
ens of times, making clear their
influence on him.

So, as we mark this solemn
anniversary, we must remain
vigilant against the threat of
terrorism by Islamists who
preach an anti-Semitic ideology
that is antithetical to our demo
cratic values.

At the same time, we must
remember that violent jihad
ists do not represent Islam
any more than the Anders
Breiviks ofthe world represent
Christianity. Our democratic
values require nothing less.
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Seeing hatred, discrimina- I look at your organiza- depths they go to. Your vid- dedication to people like Mrs.
tion and violence against the tion, which I support, and eo, I am quite sure,·will save Beulah Mae Donald,who are so
"have nots" has always deep- reflect on how much further many lives. deserving and would get little
ly disturbed me. That is why, along we would be toward ra- J.A. relieffrom the dual desolations
when I found out about the cial equality if you had been Warne, North Carolina ofpoverty and racism were it
fantastic work that SPLC does, there when I was born. I sup- not for dedicated folks like Mr.
I felt that I FINALLY found port several other prominent I am a retired lawenforcement Dees and those with whom he
an organization that speaks civil rights organizations, officer and considered a con- works at the SPLC. Blessings
to what my heart wants me but I have concluded recent- servative person, but I must on you all!
to do with my discretionary ly that yours is the one doing state that I am disgusted by S.F.
dollars. Being a Friend of the the most to help us realize the the Alabama immigration law. Jacksonville, Florida
Center [monthly donor] feels dreams of the late Dr. Martin I applaud your efforts at tak-
so right to me. Luther King. Thank all ofyou ing the lead on this issue. This Thank you for suing Alabama

So thank you for doing the for all you do! law is unjust and unconstitu- (story, page 1). Your continuing
workthat so many ofus cannot M.M. tional. It offends the founding fight against efforts to legalize
do. I lookforward to reading all Las Vegas, Nevada principles of this country and hate is why I support SPLC as
ofthe materials you have sent. should offend all decent peo- a smallbut sustaining [month-
I love all of you for what you I work for the court clerk in pIe. However, it came about ly] contributor. Just maybe ac-
are doing! a very small community in frem fears and misinforma- tions such as yours will slow

K.A. western North Carolina. My tion. Seizing on those fears down my own less-than-Ioving
Lewiston, New York husband is a sheriff's deputy. and under the whispered term state from doing equally hate-

I appreciate the information of "those people," it is pur- fulacts.
I am 80 years old, black and re- that ChiefBob Paudert put out posely aimed at Hispanics. 0.8.
tired from 41 years of military there on the "sovereign citi- Some politicians and so-called Dallas, Texas
and state service. I was born in zens" (SPLC Report, Summer boastful Christians wish they
Georgia in the Depression and 2011). Unfortunately, our could pass similar laws against I compliment the SPLC's work.
endured the segregation, the community, nestled up here Mrican Americans, Jews and As the adoptive father of two
inferior schools and the gen- in the mountains, has been a Catholics. biracial girls, your work mat-
eral degradation heaped on place where recently they are J.C. ters to me greatly. Make no
black folk during the period of making themselves known. Pike Road, Alabama mistake about it, your efforts
my youth andbeyond. It has put all of us on edge. I are truly needed and do make

Fortunately for me, I de- do not put anything past this I am a mitigation specialist a difference!
cided to leave Georgia at age "group." One was stopped for and have been involved in in- M.S.
14 and enter the workforce. no tag, no registration, etc. digent capital defense for near- Bluffton, Ohio
At age 18, I joined the U.S. Air This was all very new to me. ly 14 years. Recently, I read
Force just as the Korean War They have tried numerous Morris Dees' book, A Lawyer's Thanks for updating my mom's
was starting. I missed the civ- times to "file" paperwork in Journey, and found it so inspir- mailing address. Even at 84,
il rights struggles ofthe fifties our judicial system. ing that I have decided to apply she still holds firm to the val-
and sixties, as the Air Force Thank you, thank you for to law school! ues of the SPLC and appreci-
fought hard to promote and making people aware of sov- I am simplywriting to thank ates receiving the newsletter.
maintain equality and justice ereign citizens, as some ofour him for sharing his inspiration- E.H.
for its black servicemen. officers were unaware of the al story of perseverance and Glendale, Wisconsin

.J
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Skinhead seeks redemption, with help from SPLC

lIomegrown~Islamic extremists
represent growing threat

Racist cult leader sentenced
SAN ANGELO, Texas 
Warren Jeffs, the racist leader
ofa breakaway Mormon sect,
was sentenced to life in pris
onAug. 9 for raping a 12-year
old girl, taken as a bride in a
"spiritual marriage." Jeffs,
the president and prophet of
the Fundamentalist Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints (FLDS), was also sen
tenced to 20 years for sexu
ally assaulting a 15-year-old
member ofhis cult.

Jeffs was already impris
oned for an earlier conviction.

The charges stemmed
from a 2007 raid on the FLDS
"Yearning for Zion" com
pound outside Eldorado,
Texas. About 460 children
were initially taken into cus
tody during the FBI raid, trig
geredbyan anonymous phone
tip. Jeffs vigorously denied
the charges, but prosecutors
played audio tapes ofhim sex
ually assaulting the 12-year
old and produced DNA
evidence proving Jeffs had a
child with the 15-year-old.

As the SPLC has report
ed, Jeffs preached a virulent
racism and hatred toward
LGBT people to his 10,000
followers.

Civil rights-era killer dies
JACKSON, Miss. - James
Ford Seale, a Klansman im
prisoned for his role in the
segregation-era abduction
and killing of two black men
in rural Mississippi, died in
federal prison in Terre Haute,
Ind., on Aug. 2.

Seale had been serving
three life sentences after be
ing convicted in 2007 of two
counts ofkidnapping and one
of conspiracy to commit kid
napping. He was 76.

Henry Hezekiah Dee and
Charles Eddie Moore, both
19, were beaten by Klansmen
and thrown into a muddy
backwater of the Mississippi
River. Their names are among
the 40 martyrs inscribed on
the Civil Rights Memorial in
Montgomery, Ala.

Following the guiltypleas,
the SPLC sued Metzger and
WAR on behalf of Seraw's
family. SPLC attorneys ar
gued that Metzger should be
found liable for intentional
ly inciting the skinheads to
engage in violent confronta
tions with minorities. A jury
agreed, returning a record
$12.5 million verdict against
Metzger and WAR. Metzger
made monthly payments to
Seraw's estate for 20 years.

The verdict crippled WAR,
which today is little more
than a website Metzger uses
to distribute his ideas and
propaganda.

INTELLIGENCE BRIEFS

Skinhead in SPLC case
dies in prison
SALEM, Ore. - Ken Mieske 
who lived up to his heavy
metal-music moniker "Ken
Death" by savagely beating
an Ethiopian immigrant to
death with a baseball bat in
Portland in 1988 - died July
27 in a hospital here.

Mieske and two othermem
bers of the racist skinhead
group East Side White Pride
(ESWP), Kyle Brewster and
Steve Strasser, subsequently
pleaded guilty to murder, as
sault and racial intimidation in
the attack ongraduate student
Mulugeta Seraw and another
Ethiopian man. The case pro
vided the basis for a landmark
SPLC civil suit against White
Aryan Resistance (WAR)
founder Tom Metzger, one of
most notorious and influential
Americanwhite supremacists
ofthe last 30 years.

Mieske, 45, had been im
prisoned since his arrest.
Prison officials did not give a
cause of death, but according
to The Oregonian, he had long
suffered from hepatitis C.

White teens charged in
racially motivated murder
JACKSON, Miss. - Thehorri
fying, and apparently racially
motivated, random killing of
a black man here on June 26
gained national attention af
ter CNNbroadcast motel sur
veillance video ofwhite teens
running over the man with a
large pickup truck.

Prosecutors have charged
18-year-old Deryl Dedmon
with murder in the killing of
James Craig Anderson, 49.
John A. Rice, 18, is charged
with simple assault.

Dedmon allegedlywas the
ringleader of two carload~of
white teens who, after a night
ofdrinking, drove from most
ly white Rankin County to
Jackson, 16 miles away, look
ing for a black person. They
found Anderson, who worked
at a local automobile plant, in
a motel' parking lot near the
interstate.

Yelling "white power" and
various racial slurs, the teens
brutally beat Anderson. One
group of teens left in an SUV,
but another group, believed
to be driven by Dedmon, got
into a Ford F-250 pickup
truck and ran overAnderson,
killing him.

After the murder, Dedmon
allegedly said in a cell phone
call, "I ran that n----- over."
Prosecutors say he laughed
about it.

The Hinds County, Miss.,
district 'attorney said that
Dedmon and his friends had
a history of "harassing white
teens that had black friends
or gay teens."

struggle, Roy and Laurie Wood
ofthe SPLC met with him.

"It was obvious he'd had a
change of heart, but, unfortu
nately, most people would only
see the tattoos," said Roy, who ap
pears in the documentary. "They
would only see his past. His out
side didn't reflect the change that
had taken place on the inside."

SPLC's aid enabled removal
The SPLC provided financial
aid that allowed Widner to get
the tattoos removed from his
face and hands at Vanderbilt
University Medical Center in
Nashville. Each treatment left
Widner's face badly blistered
and swollen - a sort ofpenance
for his violent past.

Earlier this year, Widner and
his wife visited the SPLC along
with the documentaryfilm crew,
to speak to the staff and thank
the organization personally.

. "We wouldn't be making this
change in our life, because we
would have never been able to
afford it," Julie said. "We owe
them so much. I'm so incredjbly
grateful."

Erasing Hate was written,
directed and produced by Bill
Brummel, who earlier produced
two classroom documentaries for
the SPLC's Teaching Tolerance
project - Viva la Causa and
Bullied:A Student, a Schoolanda
Case thatMade History.

Brummel is submitting a fea
ture-length version of the doc
umentary to film festivals and
is seeking theatrical distribu
tion. More information about
the feature-length version of
Erasing Hate and screenings
can be found at erasinghatethe
movie.com orvia e-mail at info@
erasinghatethemovie.com.

ofU.S.-based anti-Muslim activ
ists dozens oftimes in his 1,500
page manifesto.

"Homegrown Islamist ex
tremists represent a real and
significant threat to the coun
try," said Mark Potok, editor of
the Intelligence Report. "Butwe
cannot allowthe lOth anniversa
ry ofthe 2001 attacks to become
a platform to spread anti
Muslim rhetoric that encour
ages hate and violence. Islamist
terrorists do not represent the
millions ofpeaceful Muslims in
the U.S."

The Intelligence Report also
describes how several U.S. ex
tremist groups that have in the
past espoused anti-immigrant or
anti-LGBTmessagesarenowin
creasingly spreading anti-Mus
lim propaganda.

"He was the pit bull of the
movement," Roy said. "He was
an in-your-face type ofguy. He
had a reputation of being an
enforcer."

In 2005, at a white power mu
sic festival in Kentucky called
Nordic Fest, Widner met his fu
ture wife, Julie, who was also
active in the white power move
ment. Together, they began to
see the hypocrisy ofthe skinhead
culture and realized it was no
place to raise a family. Despite
death threats and harassment,
they left the movement.

As Widner attempted to get
his life on track, the tattoos that
made him an intimidating force
in skinhead circles became a li
ability as he searched for a job
to support his family. Since he
couldn't afford to get his tattoos
removed, it seemed his racist
past would remain branded
across his face.

Then he found an ally in a
former enemy - the Southern
Poverty Law Center. After SPLC
officials learned of Widner's

Anti-Muslim extremism rising
The report, "Ten Years After," in
cludes profiles oflO homegrown
jihadists who espouse a virulent
anti-Semitic, anti-human rights
ideology, as well as a timeline of
Islamist plots since 9/11.

Anti-Muslim extremism is
also rising, creating grave risks
ofits own - as shown bythe hor
rific terrorist attacks in Norway
that killed 77 people, mostly
teenagers, on July 22. Anders
Behring Breivik, the Norwegian
mass murderer, cited the words

killed 13 and injured 43. Most of
those arrested in the plots were
influenced by English~language

jihadistwebsites that encourage
violence in pursuit ofa global ca
liphate ruled by Islamic funda
mentalists.

Widner was 'pit bull
of movement'
Widner gained notoriety with
in the movement for the tat
toos covering I:Us face and body.
Eventually, he caught the atten
tion of SPLC officials, including
Roy, a former police detective
who has spent 25 years moni
toring hate and extremist move
ments for the SPLC.

From Pagel

as a vicious brawler who would
fight at the slightest provoca
tion. He helped create the hard
core Vinlander Social Club
skinhead gang, one ofthe fast
est growing skinhead groups
at the time. Today, he says he's
haunted by the things he saw
and did.

"If! can prevent one other kid
from making the same mistakes
I did, if I can prevent one other
family from having to go through
the same crap that I put my fam
ily through, maybe I can redeem
myself," Widner said. '

SPLC Outreach Director Lecia Brooks (right) with Bryon and Julie Widner at the Civil
Rights Memorial

Ten years after 9/11, jihadist
attacks are increasingly being
plotted by Muslims radical
ized in the U.S. as opposed to
Al Qaeda operatives and others
based overseas, the SPLC re
ported in the Fall 2011 issue of
its Intelligence Report.

The number of these con
spiracies and lone-wolf attacks
has increased dramatically
over the past two years, in fact.
"Homegrown" jihadists have
been responsible for more than
30 terrorist plots in the U.S. since
9/11 - and about half of those
have occurred since May 2009.

All but a few ofthe plots have
been foiled by law enforcement
officials, often with tips from the
Muslim community, with the no
table exception ofthe November
2009 attack at Fort Hood that
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JUVENILE DETENTION CENTERS

Mix It Up at Lunch Day set for October 18

Teaching Tolerance guidance
sought after racial incident

Advocates for civil rights
The SPLC and DRMS monitor
conditions atjuvenile detention
centers throughout Mississippi
and serve as advocates for chil
dren when their rights are vi
olated. DRMS is a nonprofit
agencywith a federal mandate to
protect the rights ofpeople with
disabilities. Under this mandate,
its representatives have a right
to enter the facility, interview
children, assess the conditions
and work with the county to ad
dress violations.

detention center, but the coun
ty repeatedly rejected or ignored
the requests. The court ruling ac
knowledged the county's actions
violated the rights of these chil
dren and their advocates.

Continued on Page 8

disciplinaiy measures in school
and abuses in the juvenile jus
tice system. "Interviewing chil
dren being held pre-trial at
the Birmingham City Jail was
both heartbreaking and eye
opening:' said Zachary Dembo,
who will graduate from the
University of Michigan Law
School next year.

First-hand view of conditions
ffi Interns in the SPLC's Jackson,
:it Miss., Miami and New Orleans
~ offices had similar experienc-
z
~ es. "I was lucky enough to get a

firsthand view of the facilities
we are working to improve and
meet a few of the children af
fectedbythose institutions," said
Jamie Knight, a studentat Loyola
University8hicago SchoolofLaw.
"I know I onlycaughta glimpse of
the families' experiences, but my
briefencounters emphasized how
great an impact the SPLC's law
yers and community organizers
can make, both inside the court
house and on the ground."

§ In Atlanta, interns with
~ the SPLC's Immigrant Justice
=; Project interviewed farmwork-

ers, in addition to their legal re
search. "I found the willingness of
people to let us into their homes
and openly share their stories to
be courageous and inspiring,"
said Nicole Sykes ofGeorgiaState
UniversityCollege ofLaw.

SPLC Legal Director Mary
Bauer said the interns provide
a valuable service. "They bring
enthusiasm and a fresh insight
into our day-to-day work," she
said. "Their contributions are
significant."

"In addition to being able to
hone my research and writing
skills, I have been able to work
with our clients and the larger
community:' Forte said. "By far
the highlight of my summer has
been working with really smart
people and true professionals."

Most of the interns were in
volved in campaigns to secure
the civil rights of children and
teens who face overly harsh

cilities must operate with trans
parency and cannot shield child
abuse:' said Jody Owens, direc
tor of the SPLC's Mississippi of
fice. "We hope the county will
work with us to end the inhu
mane treatment ofyouths at the
facility instead ofcontinuing to
spend taxpayer money in an ef
fort to hide these abuses."

The lawsuit, filed in June,
charges that officials violated
the constitutional rights ofchil
dren by subjecting them to pro
longed isolation and sensory
deprivation, denying them men
tal health services, and subject
ing them to verbal abuse and
threats ofphysical harm.

TheSPLC and DRMSattempt
ed to workwith Hinds Countyof
ficials to reinstate access to the

Montgomery legal interns Anna Fuchs (top, from left), Zach Dembo, Aisha Forte,
Michael Dreyfuss and Meredith Rose pose with one of the Oscars awarded to an SPLC
documentary film. Interns in the SPLC's Immigrant Justice Project office in Atlanta were
Elise McCaffrey (from left), Carly Stadum, Jay Singh, Nicole Sykes and David Morales.

Spending her summer work
ing at the Southern PovertyLaw
Center gave Aisha Forte, a law
student who will earn a degree
from Wake Forest University
next May, the opportunity "to
see what it really means to fight
hate and seekjustice."

Like the other legal interns,
Forte spent her weeks at the
SPLC conducting legal and pol
icy research.

Facilities cannot shield abuse
"This ruling not only ensures
that children held at this abu
sive facility are able to access at
torneys and advocates, it makes
clearthat juvenile detention fa-

SPLC wins access to youths
in abusive detentionfacility

JACKSON, Miss. - SPLC
advocates are interviewing im
prisoned youths here after a
federal judge ruled that officials
cannot block access to lawyers
and advocates.

The SPLC -and Disability
Rights Mississippi (DRMS)
were denied access to children
and teens at the Henley-Young
Juvenile Justice Center after
filing a federal lawsuit detail
ing unconstitutional abuses at
the juvenile detention facility,
Mississippi's largest.

Summer work at SPLC offers
legal interns rich experience

education, religion, spirituality,
sexual orientation, gender, class
and other factors make each per
son unique. The exercises were
designed to help students develop
empathyand to raise their aware
ness ofthe different experiences
that are part of an individual's
personal history. The students
also learned howto speak up and
support classmates who might
find themselves beingbullied.

Students are forever changed
"The students who worked with
Teaching Tolerance showed
great courage and commitment
to creating a safe and inclusive
communityin their schools:' said
SPLC Outreach Director Lecia
Brooks, who worked with them.
"Studentswho participate in our
leadership training are forever
changed. They will create com
munities they can be proud of."

Teaching Tolerance staffers
also met with Canyons officials
to find ways to include more mul
ticultural and social justice ma
terial in the curriculum. They
provided instruction on cultur
al competence and how to have
professional conversations about
difficult topics like race, sexu
al orientation and religion. The
educators also learned how the
failure to stop small acts of in
tolerance and prejudice contrib
utes to an environment where
hate crimes can occur. Teaching
Tolerance will continue to work
closely with the district and will
be present for its Mix It Up at
Lunch Day on Oct. 18.

"We are very proud of the
efforts made by the Canyons
School District:' Costello said.
"It's tempting for educators to
seek a quick fix in the wake of
a bias incident at a school, but
this school district - from the
school board to the students 
has demonstrated a serious
commitment to ensuring their
schools are welcoming, inclu
sive places. We are proud to be
part of that effort."

Students at Rahn Elementary School in Eagan, Minn., enjoy Mix It Up at
Lunch Day last fall in their school's cafeteria. Thousands of schools, elemen
tary through high school, are expected to take part in the event this year,
scheduled for October 18. This fall marks the 10th anniversary of the Teaching
Tolerance-sponsored event, which encourages students to tear down the

social boundaries that divide them by sitting ~ith someone new at lunch.

SANDY, Utah - The SPLC's
Teaching Tolerance program is
working with a Utah school dis
trict to help create a more wel
coming and inclusive school
environment after a racially
charged incident at a high school
pep rally earlier this year.

Officials from the Canyons
School District contacted
the SPLC for help after a stu
dent wore a white pillowcase
with eyeholes - resembling a
Klansman's hood - to a pep ral
ly at Alta High School in March.
When a biracial student yanked
the pillowcase off the student's
head, the student responded
with a Nazi "sieg heil" salute.
Later, photos of a Klansman
burning a cross were sent to the
mobile phones ofstudents.

District Superintendent
David Doty was surprised to
learn that few students at the
high school understood Why a
white hood would be seen as
hostile. Doty and other officials
sought ways to build a more tol
erant culture in his district in the
Salt Lake City suburb ofSandy.

"Unfortunately, racial and
hate incidents in schools are ex
tremely common:' said Teaching
Tolerance Director Maureen
Costello.."News of similar in
cidents come across our desks
here at least once a week. We are
always willing to help schools
struggling with these issues and
were delighted to work with a
school district dedicated to find
ing a long-term solution."

Program is model for others
Teaching Tolerance's efforts
have served as a pilot program to
create methods that can be used
by other districts.

In June, SPLC staffers con
ducted a two-day leadership
campfor a diverse group ofabout
100 high school students. The
students learned how to build
trust and communication skills.
They also explored identity 
seeinghow race, ethnicity, family,
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Terrorized by Klan, Vietnamese fishermen
winjustice after SPLC lawsuit

Armed Klansmen cruised Texas' Galveston Bay to intimidate Vietnamese immigrants
who were entering the shrimp business.

After Dees read about the in
cident in The New York Times,
he and SPLC staffers traveled to
Texas to stop the Klan.

The Klan's leader, Beam, was
combative and volatile. Once, he
brought what appeared'to be an
ivory-handled revolver to a de
position with Dees.

Court order stops terror
Frightened by the threats and

• :2:
~ ~ the Klan patrol, the fishermen
i ;:g wanted to drop the case, hop-
· z .
· ~ mg the Klan would stop. Dees

z
Q met with the leaders of the

Vietnamese community and
described how the Rev. Martin
Luther King Jr. and the black
community kept fighting for
their rights in the face of Klan
terrorism. Dees told them that
dropping the case wouldn't
stop the Klan. They would be
emboldened and target other
Vietnamese-owned businesses.

The fishermen agreed to
continue.

The federal court issued an
injunction that stopped the ter

~!:lB:;IIif--'rorcampaign on July 15, 1981.
The case also spurred a ruling
that ended the Klan's paramili
tary training activities.

Dees recently recalled at
tending the blessing of the
Vietnamese fishermen's boats
decades ago - a turning point
for an immigrant community
that would prosper in the ensu
ingyears.

"As I looked around me, I
could see the pride in the faces
of these family members who
found a place at America's ta
ble," he said.

hanging from the ship's rig
ging and a cannon aboard, they
cruised the waters.

The boat pulled up to the
home of Nguyen Van Nam,
president of the Vietnamese
Fishermen's Association.
Nguyen's sister-in-law, who was
babysitting his daughter, fled the
house with the child. The boat
continued its maneuvers, terri
fying onlookers.

fisherman to dock at its wharf
received threats and Klan busi
ness cards.

On March 15, 1981, a group
of American fishermen and 15
Klan members - some clad
in robes, others in black Klan
T-shirts or Army fatigues 
boarded a boat. They carried
shotguns and semiautomatic
weapons. With a human effigy

Beam offered to train Amer
ican fishermen at the Klan's
paramilitary camps. "When you
come outofthere, you'll be ready
for the Vietnamese."

He concluded the speech
by burning a boat with "USS
Vietcong" painted on its hull.

In the weeks that followed,
crosses were burned. Aboat was
destroyed. An American fam
ily that ~llowed a Vietnamese

burned. Eventually, an Ameri
can fisherman invited the Texas
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan to
intervene.

At a rally, Klan Grand Dragon
Louis Beam delivered a fierce
speech about the problems in
the bay.

"It's going to be a hell of a
lot more violent than it was in
Korea or Vietnam," he said.

Locals unhappy with competition
Mter the fall of Saigon ended
the Vietnam War in 1975, tens of
thousands ofSouth Vietnamese
fled to the United States to es
cape persecution. They were
drawn to Texas towns along
the Gulf of Mexico, such as
Seabrook, which reminded them
of Vietnam, a country with a
large coastline.

The Vietnamese began fish
ing commercially, and the num
ber ofboats in the baygrew. The
locals were unhappy about the
competition. The Vietnamese
were also unfamiliar with the
laws and customs governing the
bay, resulting in innocent mis
takes. Tensions rose.

In nearby Seadrift, an Amer
ican fisherman was shot and
killed. Two Vietnamese fisher
men were charged with mur
der but found innocent. Several
Vietnamese boats were burned.
The American and Vietnamese
fishermen tried to resolve the
problems in the bay, but two
more Vietnamese boats were

Americans have pursued careers
as business owners, doctors and
athletes, and have become a vi
brant part of the fabric ofTexas.
But their journey, as is often
the case for recent immigrants,
wasn't easy. They encountered
violence, intimidation and xe
nophobia. The SPLC's lawsuit
was a pivotal moment that dem
onstrated to these immigrants
that the United States respects
the rule oflaw and protects the
rights of minorities and those
who have no political power.

In 1981, a terror campaign
was waged against Vietnamese
fishermen in Galveston Bay.

Armed Klansmen patrolled
the waters offTexas.

Threats were made. Crosses
were burned. Boats were de
stroyed.

A white fisherman, weary
of growing competition from
Vietnamese immigrants, had
invited the Texas Knights of
the Ku Klux Klan to Seabrook,
Texas. With a new shrimp
ing season on the horizon, the
Vietnamese shrimpers and the
Klan appeared to be on a colli
sion course.

But 30 years ago, an SPLC
lawsuit put a stop to the terror
campaign when a judge issued
a preliminary injunction that
stopped the Klan's activities and
led to a further order that shut
down its paramilitary training
bases. It was a significant vic
tory for the SPLC - but more
so for immigrants pursing the
American dream.

Pursuing--the American dream
"The hard-working Vietnamese
fishermen came here looking for
a better life after the Vietnam
War, an opportunity to pursue
the American dream like gen
erations of immigrants who
came before them," said SPLC
Founder Morris Dees. "And
they were terrorized by white
supremacists who objected to
their presence."

In the years following the
lawsuit, the immigrant com
munity grew and flourished.
Vietnamese and Vietnamese-

Lawsuit filed after students shackled, handcuffed
JACKSON, Miss. - The

SPLC has filed a federal class
action lawsuit against the
Jackson Public School District
for allowing an alternative
school to shackle and handcuff
students for hours at a time as
punishment for school uni
form violations and other mi
nor infractions.

School refused to respond
The SPLC filed the lawsuit in
June after the schooldistrict re
fused to respond to a letter ask
ing it to end the practice at the
CapitalCityAlternativeSchool.
Students at the alternative
school were regularly shackled
for hours at time to railings and
poles for minor infractions, such
as notwearing abelt orwearing
mismatched shoelaces. They
were left unsupervised and de
nied classroominstruction.

"At the highest level of the
district, Jackson school of
ficials have failed to protect
students from a prison-like
environment where children
are chained to poles and rail
ings for minor, non-criminal
violations of school rules,"
said Jody Owens, who leads
the SPLC's Mississippi of
fice. "Not only does this hand
cuffing policy violate the U.S.
Constitution, it demonstrates
a diseased school culture anda
broken model ofschool disci
pline that focuses on criminal
izing students at the expense
ofeducating them."

One 15-year-old girl was
handcuffed to a railing for
several hours after she was
accused ofgreeting her friend
too loudly in the school hall
way. Another student was
shackled to a railing for an en-

tire school dayfor notwearing
a belt. The student was even
forced to eat lunch while hand
cuffed. Another spent the en
tire school day handcuffed to a
railing because he wore shoes
that school officials deemed to
be the wrong color.

Deliberately pushing out
'undesirable' students
A 2009 American Civil Liber
ties Union report document
ed that the alternative school
had an "especially punitive
atmosphere," enforcing "its
zero tolerance policy 'to the
utmost degree'" and using the
policy "to deliberately push
out challenging and 'unde
sirable' students." According
to publicly available data, the
Jackson Public School District
suspends children at twice the
rate ofthe national average.

SPLC honored with Freedom Prize
SPLC founder Morris Dees (left) accepts on behalf of the SPLC the 2011 An
drew Goodman Freedom Prize. Given by the Walker County (Ala.) Honorary
Committee, the presentation was made Aug. 3 by the Rev. David Lewis at the
Civil Rights Memorial Center. Each year, the committee presents the award to
an individual or organization that has made a valuable contribution to civil and
human rights. Goodman is one of the 40 martyrs recognized on the Memorial.
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TRIBUTE GIFTS RECEIVED BY THE CENTER FROM MAY 2011 THROUGH JULY 2011
In honor of In memory of

Shai H. Aspes Louis B. Glass Rosalind P. Levine Shane J. Rosen-Gould Edward Allen Seymour Faber Sam Jorrie Herbert Remer
David Ault Janet Goldberg Kathleen Lewin Mervin Rosenbaum Jeremy Gold Amor Nora Faires Frances Kach Gene E. Riddel
Les Avery Sam &Julia Goldberg Libby Steven H. Rosenberg Rhawn F. Anderson Shelley Feiner Resat Kasaba's Father Elosia Rodgers
Angela Baker Bobier Gorby Jane Lieberman Letitia K. Ryan Sara Q. Anderson Grace M. Finney Melvin Katz Bill Rosenfeld
Cleta Baker Nina Molin &Jon Gotterer Jeffrey R. Liebman Steven Krasney & Lucille J. Antila Abbie J.'Fischer Robert Katz Florence M. Ross
Edward M. Balfe Sanford Gradimger John B. Lindner Marlene Ryan Lloyd T. Baccus John Formanek Georgie A. Kelm William J. Rowles
Beatrice S. Baum Bobbi Graff Mrs. Hortense Lippman Sumner S. Sachs Saul Bachner Lester Fox Ann T. Kemsley Janice Rubin's Mother
Tyler &Dylan Baxley Matilda Graff Erin Murphy & Ben Lisle Sophie Sackstein Rubye Ball Lars E. Frankel Inez Kertson Stanley Rutkowski
Julius Beberman Maurice L. Guss Fritz &Fritziene Lothlen Nancy Saloio Joshua M. Beasley George Freeman John A. Kiernan Sam
Cathleen Becskehazy Robert Hager Susan Martin Marilyn Sandford Boonie Berenberg Ruth Friedland Martin L. King, Jr. Tony Sammons
Jack &Donna Belen Stephanie Mansfield & Robert Masters David Meyers &. Robert Berkow Ruth Friedman Elaine Kleinbaum Philip D. Schaal
Laurie Bendell Beth-Ann Hamling James McElroy Marilyn Sanford Ralph &Lillian Bircher Solomon Fulero Adelaide Klipstein Isadore Schachter
Becky Benes Gerald Handel Jenny Meinzen Harriet &Don Schaffer

Marvin Blake Nanette Gack Francis Kloeppel Geren Schaden
Shira R. Berk Sheldon Handman Herbert Mendelow Regina &Larry Schick

Richard Blasser Carl Gates Henry P. Kologe Lucille Schechter
Elizabeth Brenner Jean Healey Sheila Merritt Annette Schickman

Joe Bogle Lilio E. Gattoni Andrew Dorney Koppel Marion F. Scher .
Willie W. Brewster Deborah Hickman Nancy Seldin

David L. Borunda C. H. George Lillian Kriegel Lou &Ida B. Schneidman
Carol Hirschfeld

Marge Meyer Robert Boyer Kathy Godell Allen S. LangeCarrie Christin P. Michael David Selinger Winniefred Schumacher
Dave Carter Paul Hirschfield Charlotte Riley &

John E. Bradley Ted Goldberg Lashen Larry
Margot K. SchummDeborah Michalewicz Paul Brazelton Harris Goldman Lawrence LashenMercedes Chambers Kevin Hoover Asim SiddiquePJ Minnillo John Shannon Arthur Brennan Morris Goldman Frank A. Leath

Wai Chen David B. Hopkins Betty SimonJaclyn M. Misiag Andrea Shelman Clyde Bresee Aronld S. Grant Heslip M. Lee
Charles Christopher Patricia L. Horing Janet M. McHard & Phyllis Shwartz Alison S. Brooks Robert Gray Paul L. LeFevre H. W. Sinaiko
Susan Cicelsky June Hudson Divyendo SinhaBeth A. Mohr Robert Siegel JudyAnn Buffmire Thomas Gray Edna Lenchner
Anna Cohee Sally L. Hunter Herb &Muriel Molin Robert Katz & David Bunting Joseph Greenbaum George Lenchner Marsha Sloan
Howard A. Cohen Evelyn Hyman

Gregory Moller Cathy Silavo Helene Burley Jennie Greenberg David Levi Martin I. Small
Raymond Cohen Michael Jones

Lisa Parnell & James Smith Linda Burnett Wayne Greenhaw Richard J. Levin Allan Smalley
Jane Conaway Jerry Kaifetz

Connie Myers Dana D. Snider Gertie Butterman Donna Gregg Jack Levine Jacqueline L. Smith Joshua
Jordan Copeland Susan Nudell Kalin

Mary K. Neumeister Marsha Soffer Walter &Clarine L. Dale Griffing S. W. Levine LaVerne Smith Thorne
John C. Coughenour Megan Harris &

Michele Nickles Carson SPLC 40th Anniversary Callison Thomas Hadley Nadine Liburd Lorraine T. Smith·
Jane Lieberman & Chris Kaloper

Denise Opperman Suzanne Stege Robert E. Carp James Hampton Sara Lieberman Phyliss Smith
Michael D'Amato Margy &Michael Kandel

Betty &Frank Ottesen Lynda L. Stepp Nell Carter McClish Luby Handman Yetta Liebman Constance Soloway
Craig &John Darling Sergio Kapfer

Bernard Panfel Ted &Mark Steven Carter Richard C. Harlan Lester Lubin Alan D. Sophrin
Morris Dees Joel Karlin Carol Chandler John A. Harvey Brian P. MacRae Robert F. Southard

Brandon Paudert Tiffany ThompsonWendy &Robert Dembeck Adele H. Karp
Elizabeth &Harold Elaine Tolchin John F. Clarkson Margaret J. Herman Theresa Maravelas Paula Spencer

Robert &Carol Deppe Alexandra &Robert Richard P. Claude Susan Heslep Jon Margolis Carol Stahl
Peterson Ann TrousdaleJudy Detuncq Katzenstein Dean O. Cliver Alfred Hochstadt Walter Marks Judy Steinberg

Edith Peebles Kate Cronin-Furman &Adria Dodici Jack Kay, Ph.D. Helen Cohen Robert Holden Eleanor Martin Paul Steinberg
Barbara Dorf Michael Kelly Ian Perrone Pete Tsapatsaris

Keith Matsumoto Jack Stern
Sam Goldberg & Edith Turner Lorraine Cooper Stanley Hornstine

Rita Dove Gerda W. Klein Rodney A. Culbertson Vera D. Howard Nathan Mayer Nessa Sternfeld
Robert &Lynette Doyle Mr. &Mrs. Knight Julia Philipp David Vigoda

Claude J. D'Angio Wera D. Howard Judy Mayhon Mrs. Cleo Stevenson
Cheryl D. Dozier Terry & Laura Knight Leonard Pitts, Jr. Robert Waring

Scott H. Davis Charles A. Howe William G. McLoughlin Frank Stoegerer
Benjamin Eaton Suheyla Kornegay Chrissy L. Polis Mary C. Weaver

Robert L. Davison James J. Howe, Jr. Niall McNellis Daniel Stone
Toby Egeth Ernest J. Korpela Liz Paci &David Rand Mark Weimer Eleanore Deluca-Schugart Phyliss Hudson Arnold Mendales Louise D. Stone
Joan Eisenstodt Howard Krasney Esther Rechtman Larry Weinberg Douglas DiBianco Charles P. Huether William N. Mendell Jack Sullivan
Micah Fears Anju K. Kulkarni 2011 Retirees of Northside James Weitzner Roy Didier R. B. Humphreys, Sr. Martin Mendes John H. Sullivan
Barry Feldman Peter Kusnic Learning Center John &Jeanie Wilbur Richard Disney Delphine C. lacobaccio Vicki Michel Marc Sultanof
Paul G. Feldmann Tony &Susan LaDuca Reversal Of AL HB56 Jane Williams Rivia B. Domash James A. Idowu Hugh Mields, Jr. Carrol R. Sunday
Libby Fennel Chris and Ben Langholz Ned Rimer Mr. &Mrs. Lonnie Williams Mary R. Donsbach Arthur Iger Lewis Miles Alfred Tager
Thomas A. Fett Lillian E. Larkins Margaret Ritchie Marie &Winston Williams Elizabeth A. Doyle Felice Itzkoff AI Mills, Esq. Susan Taylor
Alice Flateau Judy &David Layne David Robinson Oliver Wills Rose Dubrow Robert G. Jacobs Michael Moberly Helen Tieger
Albert D. Fuller Wanda Leath Bob &Barb Rose Jim Womack Sanford S. Elberg Frederick &Joyce Johnson Jeanette Mobley Kip Tiernan
Ariel Gabbert Jessie Leff &Jesse George Rosen & Allison W. Wright O. John Eldred Marianne Johnson Lora L. Moncrieff Jim Tiger
Lynn &Orette Gibbs Davie Leff Vera Rosen Elizabeth Zingg William Ellison Ruth Johnson Margaret L. Michael Tolan
........................................................................................................................ Montgomery Nora Torres

Frank Moore Fern Toussaint
MAKE ATRIBUTE GIFT Jay Morgan Herbert Trock

Ann Morrison
Israel S. UngarThe Center accepts gifts in memory ofsomeone who has died or in honor ofa special occasion such as a birthday, anniver- Doll Morton

sary or graduation. Donors may also give a gift just to say "thankyou." The Centerwill send a card to the person honored or Alice Munetz
Vonda Urban

the family ofthe deceased. Complete this form and mail itwith your contribution. Sydney Munson
Margaret Van Houten Dart

Dorris Murdock
Lawrence Vann

PLEASE PRINT Michael Murray Denise Van Os

Iam enclosing aspecial gift in the amount of $ Virginia Musey Betty Walker

David Newberger Robert Waring
In Memory of David Ng William Webb

In Honor of Charlotte Nosoff Cassie Weeks

Robert O'Connell Robert M. Weitz, Esq.
To celebrate his/her/their

Joseph Olkowski Sam Weston

Elizabeth Parkhurst Judith P. White
SEND ANNOUNCEMENT OF GIFT TO: Donald Paudert Delois J. Wilkinson

Name Constance Perry Carl H. Williams

Alberta Peshkin Eva Williams
Address City/State/ZIP Robert Phillips Jim Winston

Julie N. Pierce Russell Witney
INDICATE ON ACKNOWLEDGEMENT THAT GIFT IS BEING MADE BY: Tony Pluchino Carla Wofsy

Betty Potash SolWoolis
Your Name(s)

Herbert A. Potterton Gene Worthington
Address City/State/ZIP Donald Quataert Leonard E. Yoswein

Phone (in case of questions) Martha Rabinowitz Robert L. Young
Harry Radoff Alfred Zimberg

SOUTHERN POVERTY LAW CENTER • P.O. BOX 548 • MONTGOMERY, AL 36101-0548 • (334) 956-8200 MBJ1109SRTRB Karen P. Reep Joan Zimmerman
-........................................................................................................................................ Jessie Reiss Joanne Zimmerman
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SPLC Partners share
goals with children

Scroll ofRemembrance
The Southern Poverty Law Centerpays tribute to the memoryofdeceased supporters who
included the SPLC in their wills or otherplannedgifts. The SPLCgratefully acknowledges

their bequests, receivedfrom July 1,2010, through July 31,2011.

Over a span of 23 years,
Catherine "Kitty" and Tim
Hartnett made modest, steady
gifts to SPLC. They weren't just
writing checks, however. They
were living, teaching and sharing
SPLC goals with their children.

"The.y were passionate
about civil rights and civic en
gagement," their executor and
daughter, Cathie, said. "They
read every mailing thoroughly,
knew what you were doing and
made sure we knew. They were
often frustrated with how long it

S. Thomas Niccolls
Daniel A Nidess
Vivian B. Orr
Elsie C. Paolini
Lucile B. Patrick
Katherine Prescott
JohnD. Purdy
Daniel B. Rapoport
William R. Reader
Louis S. Richardson
Harriet E. Rosenfeld
EricF. Ross
Norman Rubinstein
SueASalmon
Sylvia L. Scham
Arnold Schmidt
Elizabeth Russell Shaw
Kent P. Shoemaker
Marion M. Smith
Margaret L. Spencer
Irmagene Stark
Benjamin C. Stein
Getelle Steinberg

. Douglas R. Strong
John W. Thompson
Anna-Rose Tykulsker
Leon B. Vanleeuwen
Ines Wachtel
Norman O. Wagenschein
Patricia A Walls.
Charlotte.\Vashburn
James Washburn
Jessie A Watson
Raymond D..Weeter
Arthur S. Weinstock
Ronald V. Wells
Sarah White
Andria J. Williams
Jean H. Winchell
Jerome Wolens
Margaret Woods
Catherine C. Yarnelle

Tim Hartnett
Joan T. Hathaway
Olive Haynes
Gordon T. Heard
Milton B. Hesslein
Louis P. Heyman
MaryB.Holt
Josephine Ingram
Felice Itzkoff
Hilary E. Jones
Mead S. Karras
Sheldon Katz
Joseph Kellman
Martha Kent
Henry M. Kesselman
Harry Kiamopoulos
Paul L. Kostick
Clyde Kreager
Margery H. Krieger
Helen Law
Judith Layzer
Donald S. Levinstone
Shirley Levy
Donald E. Littlejohn
Irene E. Loewenfeld
Paul F. Luenow Jr.
Stella Lundeberg
Anne Malatesta
Sally F. Malkasian
Jeanne Mallet
C. Jordan Mann
Julius Margolin

-~--Victoria . Mastro uono
Kenneth E. McIntyre M.D.
Mary McKeague
Laine McLaughlin
Robert F. Meagher
Ella Medwin
Mildred Merion
Gerald Michelson
Frances Miller
Corrine Myers
Jeanette R. Nelson
Corinne C.Nettleton

Bobbie K. Alexander
Nancy Angel
Florenc~Anglin
Viola L. D. Banks
Florence Berman
Garland A Borden
Elizabeth T. Botts Jr.
Lester Bowman
Frank Brill
Helen H. Bross
Linda A Burnett
JohnW.Burns
Bernard D. Cohen
Allen T. Compton
Kathleen Crowe
Barbara L. Curry
Charles DeMarzo
Bernard S. Derow
Mary 1. Dewolf
Peggy Elder
Addison D. Ellison Jr.
Joann H. Evansgardner Ph.D.
Karin Falencki
Marilee Foglesong
AdeleN.Fox
Elaine Franz
David Freedman
Abraham F. Freedman M.D.
Joanne J. Gans
Paul S. Gareen
James Geraghty
Louis Goldenberg

. Deena Golaman
Florence Goodrich
Jack Gordon
Robert L. Green
Barry J. Greenberg
Leila A Greenstone
Freda Greitzer
James Grunbaum
Lorraine Haddon
John W. Hallauer
Petra Harris
Catherine Hartnett

Tim HartnettCatherine Hartnett

When their children were
grown, Tim and Kitty settled in
Bayfield, Wis., on Lake Superior,
where Tim taught sailing.
Retirement opened travel op
portunities, and they spent years
in Europe and the Caribbean on
theirboat. Returning to Bayfield,
they immersed themselves in
building cultural organizations
and supporting environmental
projects while preserving his
torical heritage.

Both Tim and Kitty have
passed away, but in 1998, they

o put a plan in place that
. ~ '~ would continue to help

~ the causes they servedz
8 in life. With an adviser's

help, the Hartnetts de
signed a charitable re
mainder trust for their
favorite charities, with
the SPLC among them.
At the same time, they
created a life insurance

takes societyto change attitudes, trust for their children. "They
but felt that SPLC knew how to had three goals," Cathie said.
fight for sustainable change." "They wanted to support them-

Tim and Kitty's five children selves, leave money to us and
now have grandchildren and.· support organizations they be
great-grandchildren to carry on lieved were doing good work."
their legacy. As always, the children were

Friends remember the included in Tim and Kitty's plan
Hartnett hgme as a place of nin. "I learned a lot from them
warmth and welcome, with peo- as they described their beliefs
pIe from many cultures drop- and passions for your work,"
ping by at all hours. Kitty was a Cathie said.
preschool t~acher,and Tim was Now, the Hartnetts' offspring
with Coming glassworks. They- take great comfort in the gen
always made time to work on erous trust gifts they're seeing
community projects together. distributed in Tim and Kitty's

The Hartnett children were names. ~'It was so terrific when
encouraged to volunteer for so- they explained to' all of us what
cialjustice causes. "There was as they wanted done with their es
much interest in what we chil- tate," Cathie said. "We consid
dren did for free as in what we ered it a gift then, and we are so
did for a living," Cathie recalled. proud ofthem now."

LEAVE ALEGACY THROUGH PARTNERS FOR THE FUTURE

YES! I want information about Partners for the Future
o The SPLC is already included in mywill or estate plans. Please welcome me as a Partner for the Future.

o I'm interested in receiving general information about wills and planned giving.
Please send me information on the following specific planned giving opportunities:

www.SPLCenter.orgjdonate or e-mail
us at plannedgiving@splcenter.org.

If you have already included the
SPLC in your will or estate plan, please
contact us so we can update our re~

cords. We want to officially welcome
you as a Partner for the Future!

Date(s) ofbirth: _

Telephone _

o Insurance Policies 0 Real Estate

o Retirement Plans 0 Securities

For information abo.ut the many
planned giving opportunities avail
able at the SPLC - with no obliga
tion - please contact our planned
giving department by calling toll-free
1-888-414-775.2 or by mailing the form
below. You can also visit us online at

o Charitable Gift Annuities

o Charitable Remainder T.rusts

o Wills

o Living Trusts

Name(s) -.,-- _

Address _

City/State/ZIP _

E-mailAddress _

accounts or life insurance policies, po
tentiallygainingtax orftnancialbenefits.

After planning for the financial se
curityofyour family and loved ones, we
hope you will considerjoining Partners
for the Future by making a planned gift
to the SPLC.

Partners for the Future is a spe
cial group of donors who include the
SPLC in their estate plans. These sup
porters are helping ensure the SPLC's
long-term success. Would you consider
joining us?

There are severalways tojoinPartners
forthe Future. Youmayincludeabequest
to the Southern Poverty Law Center in
yourwillor livingtrust. You mayprovide
for the eventual distribution of assets,
such as those held in retirement fund

Civil Rights Memorial MAIL TO: PARTNERS FOR THE FUTURE SOUTHERN POVERTY LAW CENtER· P.O. BOX 548 .MONTGOMERY, AL 36101-0548
MBJ1109SRORC
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SPLC challenges Alabama anti-immigrant law

SPLC Legal Director Mary Bauer answers questions at a press conference announcing
the lawsuit challengil:'g Alabama's harsh antHmmigralJt legislation.

From Page 4

Jackson
Samir Jaber, University ofWisconsin Law School

Caitlin Mitchell, Yale Law School

Atlanta
Elise McCaffrey, City University ofNew York School ofLaw

David Morales, Columbia University School ofLaw
Jay Singh, University ofWashington School ofLaw
Carly Stadum, Georgetown University Law Center

Nicole Sykes, Georgia State University College ofLaw

Summer legal interns consider working for the SPLC a
privilege. "It has been such an honor to have worked for such
a trailblazing organization that continues to do phenome
nal work," said Keyla Bade, a student at American University
Washington College of Law. "I leave feeling a deeper sense of
conviction that will spur me to continue fighting for what I
believe is right."

The 2011 summer interns and their schools were:

New Orleans interns Megan Dawson (from left), Kenneth Ford, Lindsey
Menebroeker, Justina LaSalle and Erin Spears

SPLC offers interns rich experience

provisions deny individuals ac
cess to the state's judicial sys
tem due to their immigration
status, depriving them of due
process guaranteed by the
Constitution.

Officials from faith-based
organizations fear they will
be violating the law by know
ingly helping undocumented
immigrants.

Law interferes with religion
"Our mission and the missions
of many religious groups across
Alabama have been made im
possible," said Scott Douglas,
executive director of Great
er Birmingham Ministries, a
plaintiff in the lawsuit. "This
law interferes with the free ex
ercise of religion. It violates
core values of various faiths

, because it criminalizes acts of
love and hospitality - com
mandments from our God of
many names."

The economic damage from
these laws is already evident in
Alabama and Georgia, where
crops are rotting in the fields 
because, apparently, Latino
farmworkers have already be
gun to abandon their jobs.

The lawsuit, RICA et al. v
Robert Bentley, Luther Strange,
et ai., was filed in the U.S. District
Court for the Northern District
ofAlabama.

on multiple grounds. It will sub
ject residents - including U.S.
citizens and non-citizens with
permission to be in the United
States - to racial profiling as
well as unlawful interroga
tions, searches, seizures and ar
rests in violation of the Fourth
Amendment.

In addition, it will deter the
children of immigrants from
enrolling in public schools and
will bar many non-citizens law
fully within the country from
attending public colleges or
universities in Alabama. Other

From Pagel

"This law revisits the state's
painful racial past and tram
pIes the rights of all Alabama
residents."

In June, the SPLC and allied
organizations also sued the state
ofGeorgia to stop a similarstatute
from taking effect. Afederal court
has temporarily blocked major
portions of that law, including a
provision allowing police to de
mand proofofcitizenship.

The SPLC suit charges the
Alabama law is unconstitutional

Shira Rose Berk (right) and Daria Perrone hold t-shirts
they sold to raise funds for the SPLC.

College student raisesfunds.
to support SPLCs work

New Orleans
Megan Dawson, University ofNorth Carolina School ofLaw

Kenneth Ford, Thurgood Marshall School ofLaw
Justina LaSalle,Loyola University New Orleans College ofLaw

Lindsey Menebroeker, University ofWisconsin Law School
Amber Owens, Southern University Law Center
Erin Spears, Washington University in St. Louis

Judith Randall (left) of Staten Island, NY., and her daughter, Lily Grace, both
SPLC supporters, pose with founder Morris Dees and Lisa Williamson during
their April visit to Montgomery. Williamson, a writer and editor for SPLC's
Teachfng Tolerance program, and Randall are longtime friends.

Donors visit SPLC

Montgomery
Zachary Dembo, University ofMichigan Law School
Michael Dreyfuss, Vanderbilt University Law School
Aisha Forte, Wake Forest University School ofLaw
Anna Fuchs, University ofMinnesota Law School

Meredith Rose, University ofNorth Carolina School ofLaw

Miami
Keyla Bade, American University Washington College ofLaw

Daniel Buigas, Indiana University Maurer School ofLaw
Jamie Knight, Loyola University Chicago School ofLaw

Her father supports the work of the SPLC, and
he began sending her its publications as an intro
duction to the organization.

"They are reminders that there is hatred that
makes the world unsafe, and that there are people
who work tirelessly to counteract that hatred," she
said. "I wanted to support these people."

The group was successful, donating hundreds
ofdollars to the SPLC over Berk's college career.

"Our long-term goal,
aside from raising as much
money as possible, was to
increase the number of
regularSPLC donors;' Berk
said. "We created a formal
letter asking our friends
and colleagues to consider
funding SPLC in their an
nual charitable donations.

"We knowthat the fight
against racism and hatred
can motivate large num
bers ofyoung people, and
our goal at MERGE was to
unite them with a thirst
for tolerance," Berkwrote
when she sent the group's
first donation of $600.
"Your work is tireless and
giving. We recognize this,

and out ofour sincere respect for your dedication,
we wish to support you as best we can."

Berk graduated this spring. She and her best
friend, Daria Perrone - who was instrumental in
MERGE fundraisers - moved to Brooklyn to look
for work. One of their last college fundraising ef
forts raised $700 for SPLC.

'Shirt money' to SPLC
"After brainstorming
where the 'shirt money'
should go, I remembered
my stack of Intelligence
Report magazines in my
room," she said. S1?-e decid
ed to share her funds with
the Southern PovertyLaw
Center, which publishes
the quarterly investiga
tive journal monitoring
the radical right.

In 2008, Berk found
ed MERGE - a nam,e she
felt best represented her
hopes ofbringing togeth
er campus organizations
with similar social justice
goals. She and the student group raised money to
support the SPLC and its fight against hate and
bigotry.

"We wanted to engage anybody and everybody
who is interested in human rights, and if you are
not interested, we want to get you interested,"
Berk said. "Teaching tolerance is that important."

College students rarely have extra money, and
when they do, they may not think of spending it
on others. But Shira Rose Berk is an extraordinary
youngwoman who is determined to make a differ
ence in life.

When Berk, a former student at Hofstra
University in Long Island, N.Y., found that her
spray-painted T-shirts were in demand around
campus, she chose not to spend the proceeds on
herself.
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