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Lawsuit filed in murder of black man

White Mississippi teen charged in killing

It was a grisly scene captured
by a motel security camera early
one Sunday morning in June: A
black man is fatally run over by a
pickup truck after enduring avi-
cious beating in a motel parking
lot in Jackson, Miss.

The victim — James C.
Anderson — was chosen at ran-
dom by a group of white teens
out hunting for a black person
to hurt, prosecutors say. The al-
leged ringleader, who was 18 at
the time, even laughed about it
afterward — boasting in a phone
conversation about how he “ran
that n----r over,” according to
prosecutors.

Since Anderson’s death, only
two teens have been charged in
connection with the incident.
But the SPLC, in cooperation
with a Mississippi attorney, has
filed 2 wrongful death fawsuit
on behalf of Anderson’s fam-
ily to ensure justice is served.
The civil lawsuit accuses seven

white teenagers of deliberately
setting out in the early morn-
ing hours of June 26 to go to
Jackson to “go f--k with some
n----rs.”

“James Anderson lost his life
for no other reason than the col-
or of his skin,” said Morris Dees,
chief trial counsel for the SPLC.
“Those responsible must be
held accountable for their cal-
lous and deadly actions. We are
filing this lawsuit to ensure his
family gets a measure of justice.”

Attacker shouted ‘'white power!”
During the beating, one of the
teens shouted, “White pow-
er!,” according to the lawsuit.
After the attack, the lawsuit al-
leges, the ringleader drove a
Ford F-250 pickup truck over a
street curb, striking and killing
Andersomn, 48.

None of the teens named in
the lawsuit attempted to stop the
attack, call police or seek medical

help for Anderson, the £
suit claims.

ROY ADKINS

A 'backpack of hatred'
The attack garnered
national media atten-
tion earlier this year af-
ter CNN broadcast the
motel security camera
footage of the incident,
including footage of
Anderson being hit by
the truck. The attack
also was the subject of
adetailed report by the
“CNN Presents” pro-
gram in October.

During that pro-
gram, CNN interviewed
17-year-old Jordan
Richardson, who said he was bul-
lied and beaten by the teen now
charged with Anderson’s mur-
der, 19-year-old Pery! Dedmon
Jr. Richardson said he was ha-
rassed in part because he had
black friends.

-

“[Dedmon] had a look of no
conscience,” he told CNN. “When
we would get into ouraltercations
... there was never any show of
emotion or anything — anything.
Deryl always, I think, just carried
around this backpack of hatred.”
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Chief Trial Counsel Morris Dees speaks at a Sept. 6 press conference announcing the SPLC's
wrongful death lawsuit. With him is cooperating attorney Winston J. Thompson III.

The SPLC worked with
Jackson attorney Winston
J. Thompson 1II to bring the
wrongful death lawsuit against
Dedmon and the six other teens.

Continued on Page 4
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Ron Edwards, founder and formerly the highest ranking member of the Imperial

Klans of America, is flanked by fellow IKA members at his 15-acre compound near
Dawson Springs, Ky. He lost his appeal of the SPLC's successful lawsuit against him.

FIGHTING HATE

Kentucky court upholds victory
against notorious Klan leader

An appellate court in
Kentucky has upheld the SPLC’s
$1.3 million verdict against a
Klan leader at the center of a
large network of neo-Nazis, rac-
ist skinheads and other violent
white supremacists.

Strong message to hatemongers
“This case sends a message to
the hatemongers of the world
that they can’t unleash dan-
gerous people upon the public
and then pretend they are not

responsible for the consequenc-
es,” said SPLC President Richard
Cohen. “It really comes down to
the biblical principle of you reap
what you sow. That is the mes-
sage of the ruling.”

The jury award against Ron
Edwards, formerly head of the
Imperial Klans of America
(IKA), was part of a larger
$2.5 million verdict against
both Edwards and one of his

Continued on Page 3

Alabama’s anti-immigrant

law creates chaos, misery
SPLC fighting back in court

A humanitarian crisis is un-
folding in Alabama.

Vigilantes are warning immi-
grants to “watch out” or they’ll
be reported to authorities.
Fearful parents have pulled their
children from school. Crops are
rotting in the fields because
farmworkers — regardless of
their immigration status — have
abandoned their jobs. Families
have been told their water sup-
ply will be cut off if they cannot
produce their “papers.”

It’sall the result of Alabama’s
punishing new anti-immigrant
law, HB 56, the harshest such
law in the country and one that
virtually guarantees racial pro-
filing in a state long tainted by
the legacy of racism.

The SPLC has launched a vig-
orous legal challenge and has
persuaded federal courts to tem-
porarily halt some of the law’s
worst provisions.

Still, the impact is severe, the
human toll incalculable.

Since the anti-immigrant law
took effect in late September,
more than 4,200 calls have
poured into a hotline estab-
lished by the SPLC, many from

immigrants living in fear for
their families. Callers, for ex-
ample, have reported that Latino
children are being bullied and
harassed in school.

New law not solution
“This law isn’t a viable or hu-
mane solution to the problems
in our nation’s immigration sys-
tem,” said Dan Werner, SPLC
deputy legal director. “Itis a
campaign of fear and chaos that
has trampled the rights of the
state’s residents. We will not
stop until this law is defeated.”
At press time, the following
parts of law remained in effect:
» Police are allowed to check the
immigration status of people
they stop and suspect are in
the country unlawfully.
= All new contracts between an
undocumented immigrant and
another person are unenforce-
able in state court, with the ex-
ception of contracts for one
night’s lodging, food purchas-
es and medical services.
« It is a felony for undocument-
ed immigrants to enter into a

Continued on Page 5
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As you can see on the front
page of this issue of the SPLC
Report, we’ve recently filed a
lawsuit on behalf of a family in
Mississippi who lost a loved one
to hate.

The crime was horrific:
James C. Anderson, an African
American known by his family as
caring, compassionate man, was
attacked and beaten by white
teens for no reason other than
the color of his skin. Then, pros-
ecutors say, he was intentionally
run over and killed by the ring-
leader of the assault.

Hate crimes symptom

of wider problem

In an odd way, some people
might take comfort in the fact
that the murder happened in
Mississippi. They want to see the
crime as simply a reflection of a
Deep South state still haunted by
its racist past — something that
couldn’t happen in other parts of
this country.

But, of course, it already has,
and it will again. Hate crimes
like this — targeting African
Americans, Jews, Muslims,
LGBT people, American
Indians and other minorities —
are a symptom of a wider prob-
lem in America. And it’s not
surprising, given the level of vit-
riol and hate that’s permeating
our society.

When the attackers are teens,
as they were in this case, it'seven
more troubling.

We're fighting this kind of hate
every day at the SPLC. Through
our Teaching Tolerance project,
we're producing documentary
films, lesson plans, professional
development resources and oth-
er materials designed to create
nurturing classrooms where chil-
dren learn to respect others and
appreciate the won-
derful diversity our
country offers.

Because of your
support, we're able
to provide these
resources free of
charge to every ed-
ucator in America
who requests them.
We’re reaching mil-
lions of schoolchil-
dren each year with lessons of
tolerance — like our ground-
breaking classroom film
“Bullied.” Over the past year,
we’ve distributed more than
60,000 copies to teachers across
the country to help them fight
the rampant bullying and abuse
of LGBT students. The teen
charged with murder in our
Mississippi case had a reputa-
tion as a notorious anti-gay bully.

We're also using our legal re-
sources to combat anti-LGBT
bullying, a devastating problem

Richard Cohen

that has resulted in a rash of
teen suicides. This year, we sued
Minnesota’s largest school dis-
trict, where LGBT students
were urinated on, stabbed,
choked, pushed into lockers
and subjected to an endless
barrage of anti-gay slurs while
school officials did little to stop
the abuse.

Our deep commitment to
helping vulnerable children is ev-
ident in other areas
of our work as well.

This year, we
filed lawsuits in our
campaign to reform
education and juve-
nile justice policies
that are removing
thousands of chil-
dren from school
and forcing them
into barbaric deten-
tion centers, some of which op-
erate for profit. These children
are disproportionately African
American, and many have men-
tal disorders. They typically need
ahelping hand, not a jail cell that
does little but groom them for an
adult prison.

Oneof our clients is a 15-year-
old boy with severe mental dis-
orders who was thrown into a
detention center in Hattiesburg,
Miss. He was forced to live a
small, filthy cell for 23 hours each
day. He was physically abused
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Helping vulnerable children is deep commitment

and shackled — all while being
denied proper medical treat-
ment. In another one of our cas-
es,a grand jury reported that the
children “appeared to be in ken-
nels.” They were also sprayed
with Mace for offenses such as
“talking too much” or failing to
sit in the “back of their cells.”

Fighting mean-spirited law
In Alabama, we’re fighting a

mean-spirited, racist anti-im-
migrant law [see page 1] de-
signed to block the schoolhouse
door for Latino children. This
law is the first in the nation to
require school officials to ques-
tion enrollees about their citi-
zenship status and that of their
parents. Predictably, children
across the state are terrified
that their families will be bro-
ken apart; many are simply
staying home from school. So
far, we’ve succeeded in obtain-
ing a court order to temporarily
block this provision of the law.
But we have a long road ahead
in the courtroom.

Our work for children —
teaching lessons of tolerance,
helping the most vulnerable, and
reforming harmful policies — is
vital to our country’s future. I
hope you take pride in what we're
accomplishing together. And I
hope that you'll continue to stand
with us in 2012.

I'have been alongtime member
of the SPLC, and I thank you
for your very effective work
against bigotry and hatred. As
agayman, [ am very pleased to
see your support for gays and
lesbians. My partnerand I have
lived together for 45 years. He
is 89 and a World War I1 veter-
an. [ am 74, and I served with
the British army in yet anoth-
er Middle Eastern war. When
we served, there was no of-
ficial acceptance of gays but
there was no witch hunting ei-
ther. At least DADT has been
repealed. Maybe can get mar-
ried before we die! Thank you
so very much.
D.M.
Kaneohe, Hawaii

As a member for many years,
and a Jewish lesbian senior
who has experienced prej-
udice, I greatly appreciate
and am very grateful that the
Center has aloud voice. My do-
nation will follow so that voice
is not silenced.
G.W.
Palm Springs, California

I sleep better each night
knowing that the SPLC is ac-
tive and on the job! I'm not
gay, but I am smart enough to

MAILBOX

know that if it’s possible to in-
flict harm on anyone because
of any particular characteris-
tic that isn’t liked, well, then
it’s possible to inflict that
harm on ANYONE.

Thanks for having the cour-
age and intestinal fortitude to
stand up for what's right. Your
example makes it possible for
more of us to stand up, too.

L.M.
Cincinnati, Ohio

Thank you so much for filing
suit against those people in-
volved in the sad killing of a
black man in Jackson, Miss.,
just because he was black! [See
story, page one.] It makes me
so happy that I have been sup-
porting your Center for many
years. Your group has been so
strong on the side of teaching
tolerance. We so need that in
our country today!
R.K.
Hilo, Hawaii

I showed Bullied to my
Current Issues class. The stu-
dents were riveted by the vid-
eo and were able to verbalize
their own experiences with
being bullied.

I have been a fan of your
organization for the past

several years. Your posters,

publications and videos are all

top notch and timely. The good

works that you do are so impor-
tant for all the youth of today.

E.O.

Rosemont, Pennsylvania

I applaud you for all the won-
derful things that you do! I read
the Intelligence Report and the
weekly e-mails. Your organi-
zation has kept me informed
throughout the years. Thank
you, thank you, thank you!
EE
Hammond, Indiana

Thank you for your leadership.
I am a proud supporter and
have never been disappoint-
ed in your vision or action in
bringing equality and justice to
those affected by discrimina-
tion and hate. Congratulations
on your recognition at the
National Civil Rights Museum
in November. You are a keep-
er of the flame of justice in the
spirit of Dr. King.
CD.
Memphis, Tennessee

It was such a joy to read about
how Bryon Widner [Fall 2011
SPLC Reporf] has turned his life
around with your assistance.

Your organization continues
to be a place I talk about, and
I encourage friends and fami-
ly to send donations your way.
I am and will continue tobe a
proud member of SPLC.
R.I
Los Angeles, California

Each time I get an e-mail or
letter from you, I am increas-
ingly pleased to have you on
my side — and to be on yours.
I'm really angry and weary
about the lies and bigotry that
I hear day in and day out.
B.W.
Corrales, New Mexico

The 20th anniversary issue
of Teaching Tolerance mag-
azine is absolutely wonder-
ful! I especially thank you for
the A Time for Justice section.
As a teacher whose graduate
students often tell me that
my courses are the first time
they have been exposed to
American civil rights history,
I appreciate more than I can
say that today’s public school
students will be exposed to
this aspect of American histo-
ry, thanks to SPLC’s Teaching
Tolerance project.
B.B.
Gulfport, Florida
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SPLC reports expose anti-LGBT groups

The SPLC ramped up its ef-
forts to expose groups that
spread demonizing lies about
the LGBT community by issu-
ing two reports in October de-
tailing the hateful track records
of the Family Research Council
(FRC) and the American Family
Association (AFA) — two of the
nation’s most influential anti-
gay groups.

The Anti-Gay Lobby exam-
ines both groups, which have
been designated as anti-gay
hate groups by the SPLC for
their history of defaming the
LGBT community with false-
hoods. The second report, The
Propagandists, examines the
AFA and Bryan Fischer, a top
AFA official with a history of at-
tacking the LGBT community.

Groups are ‘purveyors of lies’

“The Family Research Council
and the American Family
Association are among the chief
purveyors of lies about the LGBT
community — lies that stoke
hate and violence,” said Mark
Potok, director of the SPLC’s
Intelligence Project. “These
groups project a mainstream im-
age, but they have mounted a vi-
cious and long-running campaign
tovilify the LGBT community as

child molesters, deviants, public
health threats and more.”

Boasting combined budgets
of more than $30 million, the
Family Research Council and the
American Family Association
wield considerable influence.
The FRC has hosted the Values
Voter Summit, an annual confer-
ence for social conservatives in
the nation’s capital, since 2006.
The AFA is a major sponsor.

In October, the SPLC released
The Anti-Gay Lobby during a
news conference at the site of the
2011 Values Voters Summit. It
also ran an ad in The Washington
Post that featured the anti-LGBT
lies and propaganda spread by
both groups. Days later, The
Propagandists was released at
a news conference in Tupelo,
Miss., where the AFA is based.

The vilification of LGBT peo-
ple is a serious concern for the
SPLC. The SPLC’s recent analy-
sis of 14 years of FBI hate crime
data found that the LGBT com-
munity is victimized by vio-
lent hate crimes far more than
any other minority group in the
country. LGBT people are more
than twice as likely to be at-
tacked as black or Jewish peo-
ple, and more than four times as

likely to be attacked as Muslims.

Among the propaganda is-
sued by the groups:

+ Both groups say gay men mo-
lest children at far higher rates
than heterosexual men — an
assertion rejected by every
relevant scientific organiza-
tion, including the American
Psychological Association.

* The AFA has declared that “ho-
mosexuality gave us Adolph
Hitler ... the Nazi war machine
and six million dead Jews.”

« Against all evidence, the AFAs
Fischer has claimed that “ho-
mosexuals, as a group, are the
single greatest perpetrators of
hate crimes on the planet, out-
side the Muslim religion.”

* Both groups have enthusias-
tically promoted “reparative
therapy,” the widely discred-
ited idea that gay men and les-
bians can be “cured” of their
sexual orientation.

“Our criticism of these
groups has nothing whatsoev-
er to do with their opposition
to same-sex marriage or their
belief that the Bible describes
homosexuality as a sin,” Potok
said. “Rather, it’s based entirely
on their continuing use of dis-
credited research and outra-
geous falsehoods to defame the
LGBT community.”

Court upholds victory against Klan leader

From Page 1

chief Klan lieutenants, Jarred
Hensley. Edwards appealed his
share of the verdict.

The Kentucky Court of
Appeals affirmed the November
2008 verdict on Oct. 14.

The case was filed on behalf of
Jordan Gruver, who was brutally
beaten by Klansmen on an IKA
recruiting mission at a county
fair in Brandenburg, Ky., in July
2006. Gruver is a U.S. citizen of
Panamanian-Indian descent, but
the Klansmen who beat the teen-
ager called him an “ille-
gal spic.”

Permanent injuries
Gruver, who stood
5-foot-3 and weighed
just 150 pounds at the
time, was surrounded,
beaten to the ground and
kicked by the Klansmen,
one of whom was 6-foot-
5 and 300 pounds. He
was left with a broken
jawand arm, two cracked
ribs and multiple cuts.
He suffered post-trau-
matic stress syndrome
and has permanent arm
and jaw injuries.

“Ron Edwards knew
that these members
had obvious, dangerous
tendencies,” Cohen said.
“Some of them were vio-
lent criminals; one had

just gotten out of prison. Yet he
sent them out into the public to
recruit for his organization.”
As the leader of the IKA,
Edwards was immersed in the
world of white supremacists.
The IKA’s 15-acre compound in
Dawson Springs, Ky., was the site
of Nordic Fest, an annual music
festival that brought together
Klansmen, racist skinheads, neo-
Nazis and members of other hate
groups. Along with performances
by hate rock bands, speakers
at the gathering called for the
deaths of Latinos and Jews.

Jordan Gruver, on the porch of his Kentucky home, suffered
serious injuries in the brutal attack.

Edwards is now serving time
at a federal prison on gun and
drug charges unrelated to the
SPLC lawsuit. On the eve of tri-
al in the SPLC case, abook came
out that said Edwards was in-
volved in a plot to kill SPLC
founder and chief counsel Morris
Dees when Dees was preparing
to try a separate case against the
Aryan Nations in Idaho.

Lawsuit decimates Klan group
The lawsuit has decimated the
IKA organization, once one of
the largest and most violent
hate groups in America.
g The IKA verdict was one
g of the many crushing le-
gal victories the SPLC
has won against white
supremacist groups
across the country. Its
victories include a $7
million verdict against
the United Klans of
America in 1987 for the
lynching of Michael
Donald in Mobile, Ala ;
a $12.4 million ver-
dict against the White
Aryan Resistance in
1990 for the brutal mur-
der of an Ethiopian stu-
dent in Portland, Ore;
and a $6.3 million ver-
dict against the Aryan
Nations in 2000 that
forced the organization
to give up its 20-acre
compound in Idaho.

INTELLIGENCE BRIEFS

Arrests reflect growing
antigovernment movement
In Georgia, four militia mem-
bers were arrested on Nov.
1 in a plot to bomb feder-
al buildings, unleash dead-
ly ricin poison and murder
law enforcement officials. In
Alaska, a 53-year-old wom-
an carrying information on
explosives and ricin was ar-
rested in late October as she
attempted to enter Canada,
possibly en route to the low-
er 48 states.

Mary Ann Morgan, a resi-
dent of Kenai and secretary
of the Alaska Peacemakers
Militia, was found in pos-
session of a pistol, which she
can’t legally possess because
she has a prior felony con-
viction. In her truck, author-
ities also found information
on ricin and other poisons,
firearms, close combat train-
ing, pipe bombs and explo-
sives, a court document says.

The arrests come in the
context of an antigovernment
“Patriot” movement that has
been growing explosively —
from 149 groups in 2008 to
824 by the end of 2010.

The number of militia
groups — typically armed
groups that engage in military-
styletraining = hasrisen from
42in 2008 to 330 in 2010.

The man described as
the Georgia group’s lead-
er, 73-year-old Frederick
Thomas, was recorded at a
meeting allegedly saying,
“There’s no way for us, as mi-
litiamen, to save this coun-
try, to save Georgia, without
doing something that's
highly illegal — murder. ...
When it comes to saving the
Constitution, that means
some people gotta die.”

Racist skinhead guilty in
murders of homeless men
TAMPA — In October, a fed-
eral jury convicted James
Robertson, a member of the
racist skinhead group Blood
and Honour, in the 1998 beat-
ing deaths of Alfred Williams,
62, and Richard Arseneau,
44, both homeless men.
Robertson faces life in pris-
on when sentenced.

At the time of the murders,
four members of Blood and
Honour were on a violent
binge on the streets of Tampa
as part of a brutal game they
called “bumrolling.” Williams
was beaten with fists, clubs
and a tire iron so savagely
that police found his teeth
scattered across the ground.
Arseneau was repeatedly hit
in the head with an ax. Police
said two others were also
attacked; one saved himself
by jumping into a river, and
another escaped when a gun
pointed at his chest misfired.

Blood and Honour is
a shadowy international
coalition of racist skinhead
gangs based in the United
Kingdom.

Robertson was attempting
to finagle his way out of a
lengthy prison term for bank
robbery when he offered police
details of the murders, which
had gone unsolved for years.

Halloween attack
investigated as hate crime
LONG BEACH, Calif. — A
Halloween attack on two
gay men here is being inves-
tigated as a hate crime. The
two were leaving the Gay and
Lesbian Center of Greater
Long Beach when two other
men approached them, made
a derogatory comment and
then beat them unconscious.

Police arrested two men,
ages 19 and 27, on suspicion of
assault with a deadly weapon,
and they are investigating the
assault as a hate crime. The
victims, in their late 50s and
early 60s, suffered moderate
injuries and were taken to a
local hospital for treatment.

In August, Long Beach
police investigated three in-
cidents in which gay men
were assaulted in or near the
city’s Broadway Corridor, a
neighborhood known for its
tight-knit gay and lesbian
community.

Burned mosque targeted
with anti-Muslim letters
WICHITA, Kan. — A mosque
here that had been targeted
with anti-Muslim letters
sustained heavy fire dam-
age on Oct. 31. Abdelkarim
Jibril, president of the
Islamic Association of Mid
Kansas, told reporters that
the letters insulted Islam
and described the prophet
Muhammad as a pig. They
also included drawings
mocking Muhammad.

The letters stopped, but
someone had been turning
on the mosque’s outdoor
water faucet at night in an
apparent effort to run up its
water bill. It is not known
if the letters or the faucet
sabotage are linked to the
fire, but investigators are
reviewing the letters’ con-
tents to see if a connection
can be found.

Officials say the structural
damage to the mosque is so
extensive that the building
may have to be “totaled.”

If the mosque burning
is found to be arson, it will
likely be another in a se-
ries of anti-Muslim and an-
ti-Arab torchings in recent
months, including one at a
rural North Carolina grocery
store and a dry-cleaning busi-
ness in California.
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Lawsuit filed against Miss.
teens in killing of black man

From Page 1

“The whole world saw
the brutal attack that James
Anderson suffered at the hands
of people who simply want-
ed to hurt someone of a differ-
ent race,” said Thompson of the
Cochran Firm’s Jackson office.
“We cannot ignore such cold-
hearted cruelty.” y

The lawsuit also describes
how, during the evening of
June 25 and the next morning,

James Anderson was a “caring man with
a beautiful smile,” said his sister.

the teens were drinking at one
or more gatherings in Rankin
County, Miss., before setting
out in two vehicles and finding
Anderson in the Metro Inn park-
ing lot.

“Anyone who knew James
could see that he was a caring
man with a beautiful smile,” said
Barbara Anderson Young, the
victim’s eldest sister. “He was
such a compassionate person.
‘We must take an honest look at
the racial climate that motivated
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some young people to hurt such
awonderful person.”

Family opposes death penalty
Young, writing on behalf of
Anderson’s family, sent a let-
ter asking the prosecutor in the
criminal case to not seek the
death penalty in her brother’s
killing. She quoted Coretta Scott
King to explain her opposition to
the death penalty: “An evil deed
is not redeemed by an evil deed
of retaliation. Justice is never
advanced in the taking of a hu-
man life.”

She also cited the family’s re-
ligious beliefs and Mississippi’s
long history of using the death
penalty primarily against blacks
for crimes against whites

“Executing James’ killers will
not help to balance the scales,”
she wrote. “But sparing them
may help to spark a dialogue that
one day will lead to the elimina-
tion of capital punishment.”

The local district attorney has
said he will consider the wishes
of the victim’s family when de-
ciding whether to pursue the
death penalty. A decision had
not been reached at press time.

Named as defendants in the
civil suit brought by the SPLC
and Thompson are Dedmon,
John Aaron Rice, Sarah Graves,
Shelbie Richards, William Kirk
Montgomery, John Blaylock and
Dylan Butler.

SEEKING JUSTICE

Abused children get help
under lawsuit settlement

The SPLC has reached an
agreement with officials in
Forrest County, Miss., that re-
quires the county to improve
inhumane conditions and stop
the abuse of children at a deten-
tion center, where video footage
showed children being beaten
and hogtied by staffers.

The SPLC and Disability
Rights Mississippi (DRMS) sued
in March to force the county to
comply with federal law requiring
that children at the Forrest Coun-
ty Juvenile Detention Center be
allowed access to lawyers and civ-
il rights advocates. In April, the
SPLC filed a federal lawsuit chal-
lenging the conditions at the fa-
cility in Hattiesburg.

‘A point of crisis’ in Mississippi
“We are pleased that Forrest
County agreed to improve condi-
tions for the children held at this
facility,” said Jody Owens, lead at-
torney on the case for the SPLC.
“Juvenile detention is at a point
of crisis in Mississippi. The only
solution is for counties to take
immediate action to end abuse in
juvenile detention centers and to

develop less expensive, more ef-
fective alternatives that are bet-
ter atrehabilitating children than
traditional jail cell detention.
Forrest County has taken a first
step in this direction.”

Earlier this year, video footage
showed youths being beaten, hog-
tied and slammed into walls by
staffers. The video was released
and shown in the local media de-
spite the county’s effort to pre-
ventit from being aired. When the
SPLC and DRMS sought access to
the children to provide them with
federally mandated protection
and advocacy services, county of-
ficials barred their access.

In addition to the abuse docu-
mented in the video, the juvenile
detention center has regular-
ly confined children to filthy,
crowded cells for 23 hours a day,
according to the lawsuit.

In the settlement agreement
reached in October, county offi-
cials agreed to improve staffing
and alleviate overcrowded condi-
tions; shorten the time that chil-
dren are confined to their cells
each day; and improve education-
al and rehabilitative programs.

TEACHING TOLERANCE

SPLC study: More than half of states
fail at teaching civil rights movement

Though the civil rights
movement is one of the defin-
ing events of U.S. history, most
states fail when it comes to
teaching the movement to stu-
dents, a first-of-its-kind study
by the SPLC has found.

The study — Teaching the
Movement: The State of Civil
Rights Education 2011 — exam-
ined state standards and cur-
riculum requirements related
to the study of the modern civil
rights movement for all 50 states
and the District of Columbia. It
was conducted by the SPLC’s
Teaching Tolerance program
and includes a foreword by not-
ed civil rights activist and histo-
rian Julian Bond.

Only three states received ‘A’
The study compared the require-
ments in state standards to abody
of knowledge that reflects what
civil rights historians and educa-
tors consider core information
about the civil rights movement.
It found that:
» A shocking number of states —
35 —received grades of “F.”
» Of those, 16 states, where local
officials set specific policies

and requirements for their
school districts, have no re-
quirements at all for teaching
about the movement.

* Only three states received a
grade of “A” — Alabama, New
York and Florida — and even
these states have considerable
room for improvement.

 Generally speaking, the far-
ther from the South — and the
smaller the African-American
population — the less atten-
tion paid to the movement.

“For too many students, their
civil rights education boils down
to two people and four words:

Rosa Parks, Dr. Kingand ‘Thave a

dream,” said Maureen Costello,

the SPLC’s Teaching Tolerance
director. “When 43 states ad-
opted Common Core Standards
in English and math, they af-
firmed that rigorous standards
were necessary for achievement.

By having weak or non-existent

standards for history — partic-

ularly for the civil rights move-
ment — they are saying loud and
clear thatitisn’t something stu-
dents need to learn.”

The SPLC issued the re-
port to encourage a national
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conversation about the impor-
tance of teaching the civil rights
movement. The report calls for
states to include civil rights ed-
ucation in K-12 history and so-
cial studies curricula. It urges
colleges and other organiza-
tions that train teachers to en-
sure that they are well prepared
to teachit.

Most of the states that earned
grades of “C” or better are in
the South, suggesting that most
states view the civil rights move-
ment as something of regional
significance or of interest only to
black students rather than a mat-
ter of national significance.

Civil rights movement is basic
The study also found that when
states teach the civil rights
movement, they tend to per-
form well on teaching leaders
and events. They are consider-
ably less likely to include the
obstacles that civil rights activ-
ists faced, like racism and white
resistance, or to mention more
than civil rights related-holidays
to students before they reach

high school.

“An educated populace
must be taught
basics about
American
history,” said
Bond in his
foreword to
the report. “One
of these basics is the
civil rights movement,
anonviolent revolution
as important as the first
American Revolution. It is a
history that continues to shape
the America we all live in today.”

Map displays states according to
the grade they received in the
SPLC study.

CIVIL RIGHTS MEMORIAL CENTER
PRESERVES STORY OF STRUGGLE AND SACRIFICE

The SPLC has long worked to ensure the his-
tory and sacrifices of the civil rights movement
are never forgotten — an effort that included the
creation of the Civil Rights Memorial in 1989 and
its complementary Civil Rights Memorial Center

(CRMC) in 2005.

Center tells ‘powerful story of courage’
The CRMC, which celebrated its sixth anniversary
in October, helps visitors deepen their understand-
ing of the civil rights movement, the sacrifices of
the period and the struggles that lie ahead. It was
intended to enhance the experience of visiting
the Memorial, which was designed more than 20
years ago by famed architect Maya Lin, who also
created the Vietnam Veterans Memorial. The Civil
Rights Memorial is located in front of the CRMC
in historic downtown Montgomery, Ala.

Housed in the SPLC's former office, the CRMC
includes interactive exhibits, a classroom for

presentations and a powerful 20-minute film,
Faces in the Water,

“The Civil Rights Memorial Center tells a
powerful story of courage and commitment that
attracts people from all corners of the world,”

said Lecia Brooks, SPLC director of outreach.
“Visitors leave with a greater understanding of

social justice.

the movement and often leave with a feeling of
deep, personal connection.”

The CRMC also recognizes current struggles
for equality and offers visitors an opportunity to
pledge their commitment to justice and equal-
ity by adding their name to its Wall of Tolerance.
The wall displays the names of visitors who have
pledged to uphold the ideals of the civil rights
martyrs. Thousands of digitally projected names
flow down the wall like water — a reminder that
individuals, not government or organizations,
are responsible for continuing the march for
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THE HARMFUL EFFECTS OF ALABAMA'S ANTI-IMMIGRANT LAW

Students feartul, absent in wake of new law

When students at Foley
Elementary School in Alabama
arrived for class one morning
in late September, many of the
Latino students were crying.

It was the first day that por-
tions of Alabama’s anti-immi-
grant law were in effect. School
officials were required to ques-
tion newly enrolled students
about their immigration status
and the status of their parents.

The students, many of whom
are U.S. citizens from immigrant
families, were scared. They were
afraid the law would take them
away from their friends, their

school and the only home many
of them have ever known —
Alabama. And for some of them,
it did, as their parents decided to
pack up and leave.

'First two weeks were traumatic’
“The first two weeks were just
traumatic with the kids crying
and the teachers crying,” said
Patricia McGovern Armour,
who teaches English as a Second
Language (ESL) at the school.
“The parents were coming in to
withdraw their students. They
were just devastated because
this is the only home that these

Foley, Ala., elementary students pose with an American flag. Many Latino students
have disappeared from the classroom since the new law went into effect.

& ¢

2 dentsaskusif we have our papers

children know. We had chil-
dren saying, ‘I don’t want to go
back to Mexico. I don’t know
how to write in Spanish. I only
know English and this is the only
school I've been to.”

At Foley, 14 different coun-
tries are represented among the
school’s 1,200 students. More
than 200 of the school’s students
are ESL students.

But that may be changing.

About 35 ESL students have
withdrawn from the school,
Armour said in late October.
Approximately 30 more ESL
students, she estimated, are
planning to leave.

“We’ve had some of our stu-

because they’re scared we might
getdeported,” Armour said. “They
don’t know why people are being
deported. They just know they
have to have papers. So, they’re
looking atus with big eyes saying,
‘Do you have papers?’ Because
they’'re worried about us.”

The fear hasn’t been confined
to Foley Elementary School.

The state absentee rate for
Latino students roughly doubled
the Monday after the school
provision took effect — meaning
2,285 Latino students didn’t
attend classes. It’s estimated
there are about 34,000 Latino
students statewide, which
means almost seven out of 100
Latino students were not in
school that day.

Continued on Page 8

Phone calls
reflect fear, confusion

Widespread fear and wor-
ry is reflected in the voices
of Alabama residents calling
SPLC’s hotline.

“Can my landlord kick me
and my family out onto the
street?”

“My boss says he’s going to
fire me. What can I do?”

“What will happen to my
children if I get arrested?”

“Should I leave Alabama?”

They are the callers to a
special phone number estab-
lished by the SPLC and its
allies to report issues with
Alabama’s anti-immigrant
law. More than 4,200 calls
have poured into the hot-
line since it was established
after portions of the law took
effect in late September. The
questions and incidents re-
ported raise the specter of
a humanitarian crisis for
the state’s immigrants — re-
gardless of their immigra-
tion status.

“The dread in the callers’
voices is palpable as they con-
template uprooting their fam-
ilies or keeping their children
home from school, or as they
simply worry that the law will
leave them homeless,” said
Dan Werner, SPLC deputy le-
gal director. “Itis abundantly

clear this law is wreaking hav-
oc in people’s lives.”

The SPLC has received the
following reports through the
hotline:

» Landlords have disregard-
ed eviction procedures by
demanding tenants show
their “papEr';” arleave.

« Latinos have been warned
theyhad “better watch out” or
risk being reported to police or
immigration authorities.

» A water utility required
proof of immigration sta-
tus for customers to main-
tain water service — putting
families at risk of losing ac-
cess to clean water.

« Latino children havebeen ha-
rassed and bullied at school.

+ A probate office has refused
to provide service to anyone
without immigration docu-
ments even for services such
as issuing birth and death
certificates.

The hotline continues to
receive similar reports on
a daily basis from residents
confused and scared by the
law. “This law has thrown
so many lives into disarray,”
Werner said.

Alabama's anti-immigrant law

From Page 1l

“business transaction” with
the state of Alabama. The
scope of this felony remains
unclear, but includes applying
for a driver’s license or a busi-
ness license. The provision
also includes transactions with
subdivisions of the state, such
as cities and counties.

« Beginning April 1, 2012, em-
ployers will be required to use
the E-Verify electronic data-
base to determine the immi-
gration status of prospective
employees.

Farmers hard hit by law
The destructive effects of the
law are rippling across the state.
Farmers say they are losing mil-
lions of dollars and that consum-
ers will soon begin seeing sharply
higher prices for produce.

Alabama’s agriculture com-
missioner has reported seeing
crops rotting in the fields be-
cause of a “remarkable drop in
day laborers.”

“There’s no question we over-
reached,” Alabama Agriculture

Commissioner John McMillan
told the Press-Register of Mo-
bile, Ala. He added: “The fact is,
if you eat a fruit, avegetable ora
piece of chicken, an immigrant
probably touched it before it got
to your plate.”

Despite concerns raised by
farmers watching their work-
force dwindle and crops rot, it’s
unlikely state legislators will do
anything to help.

“Does America know how
much this is going to affect
them?” farmer Wayne Smith
said in a story by The Associated
Press. “They’ll find out when
they go to the grocery store.
Prices on produce will double.”

Other businesses, such as
restaurants, are reporting le-
gal immigrant workers quitting
their jobs and fleeing the state. A
University of Alabama professor
estimated, conservatively, that if
just 10,000 of the state’s 120,000
undocumented immigrants
stopped working, the state’s
economy would contract by some
$40 million a year. The state also
stands to lose about $130 million
in taxes paid by these immigrants.

Schoolchildren also have been
affected by the law. A provision
that requires school officials to
question newly enrolled stu-
dents about their immigration
status and the status of their par-
ents was briefly allowed to take
effect before an appeals court
temporarily blocked it. During
that short time, the law’s impact
was dramatic.

Latino student absences double
The state absentee rate for
Latino students roughly dou-
bled the Monday after the
school provision took effect —
meaning that 2,285 Latino stu-
dents didn’t attend classes. At
Foley Elementary School in
south Alabama, Latino students,
many of whom are U.S. citizens
from immigrant families, came
to school in tears the day the law
took effect. They were afraid the
law would take them away from
their friends, family and school.
“We had kids getting offthe bus
crying,” said Patricia McGovern
Armour, who teaches English as
aSecond Language. “The first two
weeks were just horrendous.”

creates chaos, misery

At one Alabama school with a
growing Spanish-speaking stu-
dent population, a teachervoiced
concerns to the SPLC.

“Comments from staff refer-
ring to families such as ‘straight
from the border’ or ‘lazy Mexican’
creep up in casual conversations,”

the teacher wrote. “I have heard
on more than one occasion,
‘Illegal aliens don’t pay taxes, so
their children shouldn’t be taught
in our schools.’ The ignorance is
overwhelmingand Iam doing ev-
erythingI can to combat that, but

I am growing tired.”

EDWARD BADHAM

Rally supports SPLC's lawsuit

SPLC staff attorney Maénica Ramirez leads an overflow crowd with chants of

“Si, se puede!” or "Yes, we can!" at a “One Family, One Alabama” rally held in
Birmingham's historic 16th Street Baptist Church. Standing with her are Ala.
Rep. Merika Coleman (left) and Isabel Rubio, director of the Hispanic Interest
Coalition of Alabama, the lead plaintiff in SPLC's lawsuit. The rally was held Nov.
21 following a hearing conducted by 10 members of Congress seeking informa-
tion about the effects of Alabama's new law. SPLC Legal Director Mary Bauer
testified about the hardships inflicted on immigrants following its enactment.
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Partners promote SPLC [ S¢

through theater benefit

Sylvan and Sandy Seidenman
were busy Partners for the Future
this fall. First, they arranged a
special theater event in Miami
that included a fundraising
component for the SPLC. Then,
before the fall leaves could fade
in Alabama, they flew to Atlanta
and drove over to meet the folks
they had promoted in person.

“It was an honor and
pleasure to meet you,” they
wrote to SPLC founder Morris
Dees after their trip. “Our visit

=

Sylvan and Sandy Seidenman with Tarell Alvin

McCraney

reinforced our appreciation of
and commitment to the SPLC.
Thank you ... for the good work
you continue to do.”

The Seidenmans have been
SPLC supporters since 1988, and
theybecame Partnersin 2010 by
including the SPLC in their wills.

“While we have contributed
to SPLC on a regular basis,
what we can contribute now is
limited,” they said. “We almost
consider it a ‘drop in the bucket.’
We have no children, and the
way we figure it, we probably
won't need our money as much
once we're dead, so why not
then make a more significant
contribution to the Center than
we are now?”

Partners for the Future is a spe-
cial group of donors who include the
SPLC in their estate plans. These sup-
porters are helping ensure the SPLC'’s
long-term success. Would you consider

joining us?

There are several ways to join Partners
for the Future. Youmay include abequest
to the Southern Poverty Law Center in :
your will or living trust. You may provide
for the eventual distribution of assets,
such as those held in retirement fund

Civil Rights Memaorial

When the recent opportu-
nity arose in Miami to bene-
fit charities through a preview
performance of Tarell Alvin
McCraney’s The Brothers Size
at GableStage theater, they saw
yet another way to promote
the SPLC.

“Tarell’s plays deal with is-
sues of tolerance and accep-
tance. So here was an opportu-
nity for the benefit performance
to merge Tarell’s concerns with
ours. What could be more per-
fect than that?” the Se-
idenmans said.

McCraney, winner
of the 2009 New York
Times Outstanding Play-
wright Award, is a grad-
uate of the New World
School of the Arts High
School where Sylvan Se-
idenman served as his
counselor and became
his godfather. They re-
mained close when
Tarell moved on to De-
Paul University; he ulti-
mately earned his master’s de-
gree at the Yale School of Drama.

The Seidenmans introduced
Tarell to the SPLC before the
benefit, buthelearned a great deal
more about it through the benefit
experience. The event produced
generous cash donations for the
SPLC and for the high school
that initially brought Tarell and
the Seidenmans together. Both
charities were also featured in the
play’s program throughout the
very successful run of the show.

“Several people who attended
the benefit had told us that they
were familiar with SPLC and
were already supporters,” they
said. “We hope that others now
will join in support.”
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LEAVE A LEGACY THROUGH PARTNERS FOR THE FUTURE

to the SPLC.

accounts or life insurance policies, po-
tentially gaining tax or financial benefits.

After planning for the financial se-
curity of your family and loved ones, we
hope you will consider joining Partners
for the Future by making a planned gift

For information about the many
planned giving opportunities avail-
able at the SPLC — with no obliga-
tion — please contact our planned
giving department by calling toll-free
1-888-414-7752 or by mailing the form
below. You can also visit us online at

O I'm interested in receiving general information about wills and planned giving.
Please send me information on the following specific planned giving opportunities:

www.SPLCenter.org/donate or e-mail
us at plannedgiving@splcenter.org.

If you have already included the
SPLC in your will or estate plan, please
contact us so we can update our re-
cords. We want to officially welcome
you as a Partner for the Future!

YES! I want information about Partners for the Future

[0 The SPLC is already included in my will or estate plans. Please welcome me as a Partner for the Future.

O Wills [ Charitable Gift Annuities O Insurance Policies [0 Real Estate
: O Living Trusts [0 Charitable Remainder Trusts OO0 Retirement Plans [0 Securities
Name(s) Date(s) of birth:
Address
City/State/ZIP
E-mail Address Telephone

MAIL TO: PARTNERS FOR THE FUTURE SOUTHERN POVERTY LAW CENTER - P.0. BOX 548 - MONTGOMERY, AL 36101-0548
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Teaching Tolerance celebrates two
decades of anti-bias education

Teaching Tolerance is cele-
brating its 20th year of providing
teachers with the tools they need
to create classrooms where stu-
dents appreciate and respect di-
versity — a mission that has only
grown in importance as the na-
tion has become more diverse.

Over the last two decades,
Teaching Tolerance has become
one of the nation’s leading pro-
viders of anti-bias education
resources, reaching millions of
students each year by provid-

multimedia teaching kits that
introduce students to social jus-
tice issues and foster tolerance
and understanding.

Teaching Tolerance was es-
tablished in 1991 after the SPLC
had spent two decades fighting
hate and extremism — work that
brought SPLC founder Morris
Dees face-to-face with angry,
impressionable young men
taught to hate. It was apparent
to the SPLC that teaching chil-
dren to appreciate and respect

Teaching Tolerance's popular Mix It Up project, which encourages students to tear
down social boundaries by “mixing up” in the school's cafeteria at least one day a
year, is now 10 years old.

ing these resources to educators
at no cost. Teaching Tolerance’s
mission of helping teachers
create inclusive and nurturing
schools has taken on even greater
significance since its founding as
students are increasingly bom-
barded by xenophobic and in-
tolerant messages on television,
talk radio and the Internet —
messages fueled by the nation’s

shifting demographics.

‘Nation increasingly

more diverse’

“Our nation has become in-
creasingly more diverse in the
two decades since the found-
ing of Teaching Tolerance,” said
Maureen Costello, the program’s
director. “Now more than ever,
educators need tools to teach
students to respect differences
and appreciate diversity”

The program produces the
award-winning Teaching Tol-
erance magazine for educators,
online curricula, profession-
al development resources and

differences makes them less vul-
nerable to hate groups eager to
recruit a following.

The program launched
Teaching Tolerance magazine in
January 1992. It was the first na-
tional forum where K-12 teach-
ers could exchange fresh ideas
for encouraging diversity and
read about their colleagues’
challenges and triumphs. It has
become the nation’s leading
journal serving educators on
diversity issues, reaching more

SPLC's first teaching kit tells the story of the

civil rights movement.

ALLEN BIRNBACH

than 400,000 teachers nation-
wide twice a year.

Today, the forum created by
Teaching Tolerance has a strong
presence on the Internet, where
educators visiting tolerance.org
can find supplemental materials
to the magazine’s articles. They
can also find online curricula
and professional development
materials, read about their col-
leagues’ experiences and ex-
change ideas.

Teaching Tolerance’s class-
room documentaries exploring
the civil rights movement and
other social justice issues have
become signature products —
and have been viewed by tens of
millions of schoolchildren. Two
of the documentaries about the
civil rights movement — Mighty
Times: The Children’s March and
A Time for Justice — have won
Academy Awards in the short
documentary category.

A Time for Justice

digitally restored
A digitally restored version of
A Time for Justice is being of-
fered to schools this year. It cap-
tures the spirit of the civil rights
movement through historical
footage and the voices of those
who participated in the struggle.
Narrated by civil rights activist
and former SPLC board member
Julian Bond, and featuring U.S.
Rep. John Lewis, the 38-minute
film recounts the movement’s
most dramatic moments — the
Montgomery Bus Boycott, the
school crisis in Little Rock, Ark.,
the violence in Birmingham,
Ala., and the triumphant 1965

march for voting rights.

Teaching Tolerance’s most
recent documentary, Bullied:
A Student, a School and a Case
that Made History, has become
its most popular, with more
than 50,000 copies distributed
atno cost to schools and com-
munity groups across the
nation. The documentary,
released last year, tackled
the issue of anti-gay bully-
ing at a time when a wave
of student bullying and sui-
cides swept over the nation.

Students fearful, absent in wake of new law

From Page 5

The SPLC was successful in getting an appeals
court to issue a temporary injunction blocking the
school provision until the legal challenge can be

decided in full,

The Department of Justice, which also has chal-
lenged the anti-immigrant law, has asked school
superintendents to provide information on school
absences and withdrawals, noting that the law
might have a chilling effect on school attendance.
A1982 US. Supreme Court ruling — Plyler v. Doe —
held that immigration status could not be used to

deny a child an education.

“The Supreme Court long ago upheld every
child’s right to receive a public education in this

country — regardless of the child’s immigration
status,” said SPLC President Richard Cohen. “The

Armour said.

es,” she said.

state of Alabama is now interfering with that right.”
Back at Foley Elementary School, teachers con-
tinue to deal with the law’s impact on students,

“We still have children that get in trouble for
somethinglittle at school and they just fall to piec-

Armour recalled an incident where two kinder-
garten students got in trouble for playing in the
bathroom. They became extremely upset, much
more than the situation warranted. The teacher

asked what’s wrong.

Armour said.

“They thought they were going to be deported,”

SPLC challenges
anti-immigrant policies

The SPLC’s efforts to
protect immigrant rights aren’t
limited to attacking sweeping
state legislation. Two new
federal lawsuits in Florida
and Alabama challenge anti-
immigrant policies that had
largely gone unnoticed by the
general public, despite their
destructive impact on the
immigrant community.

In Florida, the SPLC filed
a class-action lawsuit to end
policies that deny in-state
college tuition rates to Florida
residents because their parents
are undocumented immigrants,
even when the student is a US.
citizen. In Alabama, the SPLC
challenged policies at many of
the state’s county probate offices
that deny individuals their
constitutional right to marry
when one or both of the intended
spouses are undocumented
immigrants,

Florida lawsuit filed for students
The Florida lawsuit was filed
in October on behalf of several
aspiring college students who are
denied in-state college tuition
rates because they cannot prove
the lawful immigration status of
their parents.

“These policies attack our
most fundamental American
values by punishing children
for the actions of their parents,”
said Jerri Katzerman, director
of educational advocacy for the
SPLC. “It’s an unconscionable
attack on students from
immigrant families that more
than triples the cost of a college
education.”

According to the lawsuit,
policies of the Florida State
Board of Education and the
Florida Board of Governors
treat citizen students who are
residents of Florida as non-
residents solely because the
students’ parents are undocu-
mented immigrants.

Discriminatory practice

is unjustified burden

The difference in tuition is stag-
gering. At Miami Dade College,
the cost per term in the four-
year bachelor’s degree pro-
grams is $1,400 for residents,
compared to $6,246 for non-res-
idents. For a full year, nonresi-
dent students would have to pay
$9,692 more in tuition and fees
toward a bachelor’s degree than
aresident student.

Such a discriminatory prac-
tice has placed unjustified
burdens on these students.
Many talented students delay
or completely forego a college
education due to the higher
tuition rates that result from
being wrongly classified as
“non-residents.”

In Alabama, the SPLC chal-
lenged a policy of the Montgom-
ery County probate office and

probate offices across the state
that denies individuals their
constitutional right to marry.

The policy, enforced in
many of Alabama’s 67 coun-
ties, requires non-citizens who
are seeking to obtain a mar-
riage license to provide proof
of their legal presence through
a visa, green card or simi-
lar immigration document.
The suit, filed in November,
also challenges policies that
require, without exception,
marriage license applicants to
provide a Social Security card,
which undocumented persons
cannot obtain.

“This arbitrary policy at-
tacks one of the most fundamen-
tal rights in this country — the
right to marry,” said SPLC Legal
Director Mary Bauer. “There is
no reason why anyone should
have to produce their ‘papers’
before they say, ‘1do.”

The SPLC filed the lawsuit on
behalf of two couples, including
Charelle Loder, a U.S. citizen,
and “Jack Doe,” an undocument-
ed immigrant from Haiti.

Loder and “Jack Doe” are
engaged and have lived together
in a committed relationship for
five years.

The couple wishes to ex-
press their love for and com-
mitment to one another by
getting married and obtaining
the economic, emotional and
psychological benefits of mar-
riage. But they can’t obtain a
marriage license from Mont-
gomery County Probate Judge
Reese McKinney’s office or
from the offices of a majority of
probate judges in Alabama be-
cause Doe cannot provide proof
oflegal residence or a Social Se-
curity card.

Marriage policy not required

In addition to McKinney, the
lawsuit is directed at probate
judges who enforce the policy
even though it is not required
by any federal or state law, in-
cluding Alabama’s recently
passed anti-immigrant law,
HB 56.

The U.S. Constitution guar-
antees the right to marry to all
people, regardless of immigra-
tion status. The lawsuit charges
that the Montgomery County
probate office’s marriage li-
cense policy, and similar poli-
cies in other counties, violates
the Constitution’s due process
and equal protection clauses.

The lawsuit also cites a 2004
opinion from the Alabama
attorney general’s office that
states “a marriage license can
be issued to an applicant who
is not a United States citizen.”
A 2008 opinion from the office
concluded that a “social security
number is not a required
element for a person to receive
amarriage license.”
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