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SPLC Steps Forward to Protect the
Human Rights of Immigrants

A utility company shuts offthe water
supply to afamily with small children.

A man displays a gun to day laborers,
then refuses 'to payfor their work.

,

Continued on Page 2

meet this challenge, standing
up for our values as a nation and
the idea that all people should be

working haed to overcomecrush­
ing poverty and build a brighter
future against: long oods.

The Southern Poverty Law
Center has stepped forward to

Civil fights milrchers protest Alilbamil's dl'llConiiln new i1nti·immigrilnt Iilw in front 01 the stilte
Capitol, where the historic Selma-to-Montgomery voting rights march ended in 1965. The SPlC is
suing to overturn the law, which has created fear and chaos among the state's Latino population.

last September, the
SPLC has received
more than 5,000 calls
to a special hotline
from Latinos report­
ing fear, discrimina­
tion, intimidation,
and other impacts

It's all the result
of a wave of antHm­
migrant bigotry and,
often, greedy op­
portunism, that has
swept the nation over
the past decade as
far-right extremists
have sown unfound­
ed fear and resent­
mentagainst Latinos.

The scapegoating
ofimmigrants and the
inccndiaryrhetoricin­
jected into the debate
by extremists has fu­
eled a soaring increase
in anti-Latino hate crime and an
explosive growth in hate groups.

The victims of this campaign
ofvilification are mothers, fathers
and innocent children - people

enacted harsh anti-immigrant
laws, it's open season on Latinos.

"If I used to just spit on you,
now I'm going to spit on you and
kick you when you're down," said
Enrique Corral, a U.S. citizen
born in Texas. characterizingthe
new attitude ofmany in Alabama
after the passage of HB 56.

Since HB 56 went into effect

Police officers brutally beat a bicyclist,
crushing an eye socket~ then throw him injailfor

four monthsfor 'jailing to yield."

A car dealer repossesses Q vehicle~ even
though the payments are up to date, and refuses

to refund the down payment.

These arl!" the stories [see
page 3] of Latino immigrants in
the Deep South - some of them
U.S. citizens or legal residents,
some of them undocumented­
who are facing rampant human
rights abuses.

Jim Crow may be long gone.
But "Juan" Crowis alive and well.

In some states that have

.. '"

Foley. Ala., elementary students pose with an American flag. Many latino students
have disappeared from the classroom since Alabama's new law went into effect.

SPLC Fighting Anti-Latino
Discrimination in Schools

••••
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"John Tanton is the racist ar­
chitect of the modern anti-im­
migrant movement," said Heidi
Beirich, director of the SPLC's
Intelligence Project. "The orga­
nizations he founded have done
more to inject fear and bigot­
ry into the immigration debate
than any other."

The SPLC began investigat­
ingTanton and his network more
than adecade ago. In 2007, Beirich
dugthrough Tanton'spersonal pa·
pers. which were deposited in the
Universityof Michigan's Bentley
Historical Library.

Those papers showed that
Tanton was at the heart of the
white nationalist scene for de­
cades. Hecorresponded for years
with Holocaust deniers, former
KJan lawyers and the leading
white nationalist thinkers of the

Continued on Page 2

The passage ofArizona's "pa­
pers, please" law in 2010 was a
watershed moment for the nativ­
ist movement. The law served as
a model for states like Alabama,
which enacted even harsher mea­
sures in an attempt to drive out
undocumented immigrants.

But what many people in
Arizona and elsewhere didn't
know was that the anti-immi­
grant fervor that led to the leg­
islation was largely the result of
years ofgroundwork bya network
ofgroups launched bya man - re­
tired Michigan ophthalmologist
John Tanton - with longstanding
ties to white supremacists.

And Arizona's statute was
crafted by a lawyer affiliat­
ed with Tanton's flagship or­
ganization, the Federation for
American Immigration Reform
(FAIR), which was named a hate
group bytheSPLC in 2007.

SPLC Exposes Racist
Ties ofAnti-Immigrant
Movement's 'Architect'

- instructed them to sit until only
those with Latinosurnames were
left standing. That's when the
teacher began videotaping them
with hiscell phone.

At another nearby school,
a teacher pulled a Latino stu­
dent out of class, slammed him
against a wall and told him to "go

Continued on Page 4

When an IS-year-old Latino
student tried to enroll in a
Durham, N.C., high school last
year, she provided the required
proofof residency. But a school
official demanded a passport and
immigration visa - insisting that
she "must be an illegal."

In the same school district, a
middle school teacher told stu­
dents to stand, then -one-by-one

,
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He pulled the gun from his
side and told her it didn't mat·
ter if she filed a police report or
if she went to court. She couldn't
do anything because she didn't
have any "papers."

He pointed the gun at
Hortencia and the son-in-law.
They left. A police report was
filed, but nothing happened.
Hortencia, who has yet to re­
ceive her pay, believes Alabama's
new anti-immigrant law em­
boldened her boss to cheat her.

"The HB 56 gives him the
power," she said.

A "0055" pulled a gun on Hortencia
and refused to pay for her work. She
preferred that her face not be shown.

"I would make easy dinners,
things that didn't need much
water, because we didn't have
enough," shesaid"'We tried to use
disposable plates, because there
wasn't enough watertowash."

The daily struggle wore her
down. Artemia contemplated
suicide. "'But thanks to God, I
thought of my kids and we made
it through."

Jose and Artemia contact­
ed a local radio station for help
and were introduced to a lawyer
with the SPLC. A local advocate
went to the utility with the cou­
ple. "She told them that there
were children in this house and
that they shouldn't be suffering,"
Artemia said.

The utility accepted Jose's
passport as identification and
turned on the water - 40 days
after it was shut off.

As Jose reflected on the or·
deal, he turned to his faith.

"We are all human beings, like
it says in the Bible,"he said"There
isjustoneGod and we are all under
that one God equally. I don't ever
want this to happen to anyone.."

Autility in Pelt City. A1a~ displayed thIS
wamil1g to immigrants.

Joseand his family awoke one
momingwithoutrunningwater.

It wasn't a matter of money.
Jose, 43, could pay a water bill.
But he's an undocumented im­
migrant struggling to survive
in Alabama, where HB 56 and
an anti-immigrant atmosphere
have turned lives upside down.

The family moved into a
rental home in the town of
Bessemer last June - the same
month HB 56 was signed into
law. When Jose presented his
Mexican ID to the local water
authority, he was told he would
need an Alabama driver's li­
cense. He didn't have one.

For months, the water kept
flowing anyway. But then, on
Halloween, about a month after
HB 56 took effect, the faucets
"",dry.

There was no where to turn.
But the family persevered.

Every morning, Jose would
take two large jugs to his con­
struction job. Sometimes, he
would fill them at Wal-Mart.
Other times, homeowners in the
neighborhoods where he remod­
eled homes would let him use an
outdoor spigot.

"I would wait until he'd come
home with the water from work
to put it in the bath, heat it up to
bathe our eldest son, which was
the most important because he
goes to school," said Artemia,
Jose's wife. "The other two kids
would bathe twice a week and
for me, weill didn't bathe much.
Neither did my husband."

They also used the water to
flush the toilet. It wasn't a per­
fect solution.

Cooking meals was a challenge.

Hortencia and her
friend in Alabama were
promised $7.50 an hour
to clear a plot of land
and plant trees. The boss
seemed to appreciate
their work, treating them
well and providing them
with a full hour for lunch.

Hortencia, 50, and her
friend worked for three
days in October. On the
final day, they were asked
to clean up a trailer that
hadn't been used in years.

The boss' behavior began to
change. At one point, he showed
Hortencia and her friend agun he
had at hisside, saying it was for pro­
tection. He then len forthe bank.

When he returned, he yelled
at them for supposedly doing a
terrible job, then disappeared
into a trailer.

Hortencia wanted her pay,
but it was quitting time and her
friend was the only ride home.
A few days later, she returned
with her son-in-law. When the
man answered the door, he again
yelled about how terrible her
work had been. Hortencia said
it wasn't true.

All Work, No Pay

No 'Papers,' No Running Water

there her entire life. She's a U.S.
citizenwith abirth certificate, adi­
ploma from a Floridahigh school,
and proof of continuous resi­
dence. Yet, when sheapplied to at­
tend Miami DadeCollege, she was
forced to pay the higher tuition
charged to out-of-state students.

The discriminatory policy

more than triples the cost of 1------------------------­
tuition - creating a difference
of nearly $5,000 per term for
courses leading to a bachelor's
degree at Miami Dade- and puts
higher education out of reach for
many students. The SPLC law­
suit simply asks that these stu­
dents be granted the same rights
as everyother Florida citizen.

"'This policyattacks our most
fundamental American values
by punishingchildren for the ac­
tions of their parents," said Jerri
Katzerman, director of educa­
tional advocacy for the SPLC. "It's
an unconscionable attack on stu­
dents from immigrant families."

In Alabama, the SPLC has
succeeded in blocking, at least
temporarily as the case moves
forward, a provision of the state's
newly enacted anti-immigrant
law that requires public schools
to verify the immigration status
of students and their parents.

The law has created wide­
spread panic among Latino fami­
lies, and particularlyamong small
children - most of them U.s. cit­
izens - who feared they or their
parents would be arrested and
deported. On the first school day
after the provision took effect, the
state's absentee rate for Latino
students roughly doubled as
children stayed home.

"No amount of money can
ever make up for the blatant vi­
olations of our client's consti­
tutional and civil rights or the
injuries he suffered," said SPLC
Legal Director Mary Bauer. "But
we hope this settlement sends a
clear message that these types of
abuses won't be tolerated."

The SPlC won a settlement lor Angel Fran·
cisco Castro-Torres. who wffered a broken
nose and eye socket at the hands of Georgia
police officers.

From Pagel

Georgia Latino Brutally
Beaten by Cops

SPLC Fighting Anti-Latino
Discrimination in Schools

Tuition Barriers in Florida
In another case that could help

thousands ofstudents aspiring to
a college education, the SPLC in
October filed a federal classaction
lawsuitchallenginga Florida poli·
cy that forces students to payout·
of-state tuition rates ifthey can't
prove their parents have legal im­
migration status.

Wendy Ruiz, one of the stu­
dents represented by the SPLC,
was born in Miami and has lived

back to your own country."
The problems in the Durham

school district went even deep­
er. An SPLC investigation un·
covered a range of civil rights
violations that created a per­
vasive atmosphere of discrim­
ination and hostility toward
Latinos. Services required un­
der federal law, such as trans­
lators to help students with
limited English proficiency,
were in short supply. Parents
often found themselves unable
to participate in their children's
education because theycouldn't
understand documents contain­
ing key infonnation, such as re­
port cards and school notices.

In response, the SPLC filed a
civil rights complaint with the
U.S. Department of Education
and this past November reached
a wide-ranging agreement with
the district to end its discrimina­
tory practices.

It's just one of the ways the
SPLCisprotect:ingtherightsofthe
childrenofimmigrants incommu­
nities across the DeepSouth.

Angel Francisco Castro- ;
Torres was riding his bicy- !fI
c1e in Smyrna, Ga., when ~
he was stopped by two po­
lice officers, who false­
ly claimed he had failed to
yield for traffic.

According to theirown re­
port, the officers stopped him
after seeing that he appeared
to be Latino. They demand­
ed an lD and questioned his
immigration status during
the stop on March 26, 2010.
They then brutally assaulted
him, breaking his nose and
eye socket.

After being held in jail for
four months, he was released
when the arresting officers
failed to appear at a hearing and
the charges were dropped.

The SPLC charged in a fed­
eral civil rights lawsuit that the
officers had stopped and arrest­
ed Castro simply because of
his ethnicity. A settlement was
reached that was expected to
cover his medical expenses.
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Georgia law signed May 13 J

MT

Wy

120,000 Total unauthorized
immigrdnt popu~tion

25% of tofal population

ALABAMA
Major provisioos: Harshest anti-im­
migrant measure passed by artstate.
Authorizes police to demand ·pa­
pers" demonstrating legal status: re­
qJires school offICials to check sLatus
of children ar.d parents; criminalizes
common interactions with undocu­
mented immigrants: makes it afelooy
for the lIldocumenled to enter into d

1lusine:ss transaction" with state; 001­
lifies privatecontracts when ooe party
is undocumenfed; ar.d more.

ID

1011

Federal court blocks Utah law May 10l
Indiana law sigrted May 10

Utah law signed March 15 l

• •

OR

,....

INDIANA
Major provisions: Mows police to
impound vehicles for violations of
crimes relate<! to moving. hansport­
ing. concealing. harboring or shielding
undocumented immigrants. Requires
status as aforeign national 10 be con­
sidered when bailor bond require­
mentsset.

110,000 Total unauthorized
immigrant population

1.8% of tolal population

UTAH
Major prtIYislons: State's milder law
grants police authority to ched im­
migration statusof persons detained
for serious crime: creates stale guest­
worker program: authorizes partner·
ship with Mexican state of Nuevo
Leon to bring in guestworkers: au­
thorizes citizens to sponsor immi­
graR15for work or study.

110,000 Total unauthorized
immigrant population

3.8% of total population

A.' I_·.~ a~'12J Federal coort bIodspartsI '" IZona...W SIgn"", "I" I I of Arizona law July 18

A'R MAY 'JUN. JUl AUG. SE' OCT NOV _DEC'Il JAN FEB
2010

SOURCES; NATIONAl. CONfERENCE OF STATE LEGISlATURES, PEW HISPANIC CENTER

ARIZONA
MajO!" provisions: Authorizes police
to demand "papers" demonstrating
legal status wilen they stop or allest
scmeone if they have"reasMabIe sus­
picion" the person IS undocumented.
AIIO'NS residents to sue agencies for
not enloo:i!1g the law and makes it il­
legal for the lXIdocurnented to work.

400,000 Total unauthorized
immigrant population

6% of total population

Six states have responded to nativist
sentiments by enactingjar-reaching
anti-immigrant laws that promote racial
profiling, discrimination and Iwrassment
ojimmigrants and Us. citizens offoreign
descent. Each state, with the exception of
Indiana,Jaces a us. Justice Department
lawsuit challenging the constitutionality of
ils lalV. AI/jace legal chal/enges by civil righls
groups, including the Southern Poverty Law
Center, which is suing Alabama, Georgia and
South Carolina. Federaljudges have temporarily
blocked elements ojeach state law, pending resolution
a/the cases. The u.s. Supreme Court has agreed to hear
challenges in Arizona.

STATE ANTI-IMMIGRANT LAWS

the growth of the state's undoc­
umenledpopulation. Meanwhile,
a co-sponsor told colleagues
they needed to "empty the clip"
to deal with immigrants.

"The defining hallmarks ofthe
debale over immigration have
been misinformation and bigot­
ry," Dees said. "We can only come
together as a country to resolve
these problems if we're honest
about the root causes of immi­
gration and the consequences of
the actions we take to address it."

undocumented who are target­
ed by nativist politicians and ex­
tremists.It's all Latinos.

A federal judge in December
noted that the sponsor of
Alabama's law had equated all
Latinos in Alabama with the
undocumented. The lawmak­
er had used figures showing the
increase in Alabama's entire
Latino population to illustrate

"We cannot allow, in this
country, a certain class
of people to be assaulted,
cheated, abused, harassed and
racially profiled with impunity:'

-MORRIS DEES

SPLC Steps Forward to
Protect the Human Rights

of Immigrants
From Pagel

SPlC FIGHTS FOR JUSTICE
Our lVork combating anti-immigrant hate and

discrimination has put us on thefrant lines a/one
ofthe nation~s toughest civil rights bailles. With

the support ofour members7 we're making a real
difference in the lives ofmillions a/vulnerable

people. Here are some ofthe highlights:

treated with fundamental hu­
man dignity.

"We cmmotallow, in t1tiscOlm­
try, a certain class of people to be
assaulted, cheated, abused, ha­
rassed and racially profiled witll
impunity," said SPLC Founder
Morris Dees. ''Every person, re­
gardless of their race, ethnicity or
even immi­
gration sta- §
tus, must be ~
afforded ba- 2i
sic human
rights and
due process.
That's where
we stand. And
we're incred­
ibly grateful
to the many compassionate peo­
ple who stand with us in this fight
against tile re..,ctionary right and
who reject the politics offear and
bigotry."

The organization believes
that Congress should enact a
fair and comprehensive immi­
gration policy to provide a path
to citizenship for the estimated
11 million undocumented immi­
grants, who are providing work
that is vital to our economy.

But it's not just the

Nativist Leader Tied to Racists

Kris Kobach has crisscrossed the country in his
drive to get communities and states to pass
nativist laws, In 2008. he collaborated with
Kansas state Sen. Peggy Palmer.

A We've represented
.,more than 8,500 indi­
viduals, many of them legal
foreign guestworkers who
were abused and cheated
by unscrupulous U.S. em­
ployers. and recovered more
than $8 million.

A We've won precedent·
., setting lawsuits and
been influential in reforming
rules to protect immigrant
workers from abuse. OUf le­
gal challenge to regulations
enacted by the Bush admin~

istration will result in fair
wages being paid to guest­
workers, adding up to hun­
dreds of millions ofdolJars.

- A We've reunited dozens
.,offamiliesseparated
by human trafficking or civ­
il rights abuses, including a
mother and infant child in
Mississippi.

A We've produced high­
.,quality educational
materials designed to fight
anti-immigrant bigotry in
the classroom, including
the documentary "Viva
la Causa," which we've
distributed free ofcharge
to nearly 50,000 schools
across America.

A We've exposed to the
.,media and the public
the anti-immigrant lobby's
longslandjng ties to white
supremacists and debunked
its false propaganda.

A We've published
.,groundbreaking re­
ports and testified before
Congress and other legisla­
tive and rulemakingbod·
ies, providing the media and
policymakers with factual
information to counter the
influence ofextremists.

From Pagel

era. He introduced FAIR leaders
to the president of the Pioneer
Fund, a white supremacist foun­
dation set up to encourage "race
betterment." FAI Raccepted a $1
million donation from the fund .

Tanton's groups have been
guided by his belief that non­
white immigration is a threat to
white America. "I've come tothe
point ofview that for European­
American society and culture to
persist requires a European­
American majority, and a clear
one at that," Tanton wrote in a
1993 letter to a controversial
ecology professor.

Several years earlier, Tanton
wrote memos to FAIR leaders
warning of a coming "Latin on­
slaught" He also publishes a rac­
ist journal, The Social Contract,
which once published an edi­
tion entitled "Europhobia: The

HostilityToward European­
Descended Americans."

While FAIR and other
Tanton groups have pro­
vided the lobbying muscle,
the demonizing propagan­
da and the grassroots orga­
nizing prowess to fuel the
nativist movement, the net­
work's legal arm has been a
major player in the spread of
cityand state laws that pun­
ish immigrants.

Laws in Arizona,
Alabama and elsewhere
were drafted by Kris Kobach,
a lawyer for the Immigration
Reform Law Institute, FAIR's
legal arm. Kobach earlier
served as former Attorney
General John Ashcroft's chief
immigration adviser during the
Bush administration.

Across the country, Kobach
- now the secretary of state
in Kansas - has advised cities

and states seeking to pass anti­
immigrant statutes. Most of
those have been struck down
by the courts or are currently
being litigated. Some small
communities have been forced
to spend millions of dollars
in taxpayer funds to defend
those ill-advised laws, which
have done little but cause fear,
xenophobia and economic pain.

•
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ordeal. Though immigranls
are often accused of stealing
jobs and other benefits from
citizens, Isabel said her fam·
ily was meeting their respon­
sibilities. They had insurance,
license tags - everything they
needed, except a car.

"So who is robbing who?
They stole from us. They did ­
the citizens, not the undocu·
mented people."

Elena's story of harassment
ata North Carolina yarn factory
is just one example of the wide­
spread sexual abuse and vio­
lence the SPLC has found that
low-income immigrant women
face on the job.

Unlike many other stories
of harassment, Elena's encoun·
ter resulted in an agreement
that could benefit workers. The
SPLC filed suit against the com­
pany, Tuscarora Yarns Inc. of
Oakboro, N.C.

The company agreed to pay
$230,000 in damages and legal
fees, It also agreed to enforce
an improved sexual harassment
policy, train its employees and
supervisors on employee rights,
and submit to monitoring by
the U.S. Equal Employment
OpportunityCommission.

TheSPLC then filed a federal civil
rights lawsuit with the potential
to reform Mississippi's policies
regarding language access and
immigrants in the child welfare
system. The case is pending.

The SPlC reunited a mother with her daughter, who was
fraudulently taken away as a newborn.

Isabel's two sons sacrificed, going Without new sneakers. so the family could buy a
car. But a dealer took it back and kepllhe family's money.

have them. He refused to retum
the money the family had already
paid. They lost nearly 83,000.

"It affected me so much be­
cause 1 was seeing the racism
in these people," said Isabel, 37.
"They robbed this money that,
with such sacrifice, I was saving
to be able to have a car."

Isabel has since heard of
other undocumented immi­
grants enduring the same

~ months at work
~ was attacking
8 her in an office
3 - the second
~ attack she had

endured at work.
She had com­

plained about
him earlier. No
one listened. In
fact, after the first
attack, in October
2007, company
officials suspend-
edher.

Now the manager was press­
ing a door against her body,
crushing her as she tried to fight
her way free. Struggling, she fi­
nally pulled away and escaped.

Her clothes torn and body
battered, she left work in an
ambulance.

false, child wel­
fare employees
perpetuated
the separation,
violating the
mother's due
process and
equal protec­
tion rights.

..It was a
very painful ex­
perience for
me and for my
baby," Baltazar
Cruz s.'lid. "This
is why I want
other people to
know, because
I don't want anyone else to go
through the sameexperience."

The Southern Poverty Law
Center intervened and was able
to reunite the mother and daugh­
ter a year after the separation.

'.
The SPlC won justice for Elena, who was sexually assaulted
by her boss.

Isabel and her family saved
every penny possible to buy a
car, even forgoing new sneakers
for her two sons.

In September,they put $1,500
down on a 2004 Ford Explorer
and agreed to pay the dealer $65
a week until the $6,500 vehicle
was paid off_

But a few weeks later, a tow
truck pulled up to Isabel's home in
Athens.Ala Isabel hadn't missed a
paymenlShe had no idea why the
dealer would repossess the SW.
After first offering flimsy excuses,
he told her he could no longer sell
to "ilIegals" because he might lose
his business license.

Alabama's new law does not,
in fact, prohjbit businesses from
selling merchandjse to undocu­
mented immigrants. But it does
say that contracts are not valid
when one party is undocument­
ed. That opens the door wide for
unscrupulous businessmen.

Thedealeroffered to retum the
vehicle - ifshe presented a Social
Securityand green card.Shedidn't

Car Dealer Takes Back Vehicle, Family Loses $3,000
/.

Elena thought she was going
to die.

She had been dragged across
the noor by her hair and was
trying to squeeze through a
cracked office door to escape.
The plant J:llanager who had
sexually harassed her for

Factory Worker Sexually Assaultect Beaten by Boss

It should have been a joyous
occasion forCiriia BaJtazarCruz.

Instead, two days after giv­
ing birth in Pascagoula, Miss.,
in November 2008, her newborn
daughter was whisked away by
Mississippi authorities acting on
false allegations about her.

She couldn't defend herself,
because she spoke no English
and very limited Spanish.
I nstead, she speaks Chatino, an
indigenous language in Mexico.
No interpreter was provided.

State authorities gave the baby
to a white couple, both of whom
were lawyers who frequently
practiced law before the judge
who approved the child's removal

It was a tragic situation that
demonstrated how vulnerable
immigrants can be victimized
by the legal system. Even after
the allegations were found to be

Newborn Takenfrom Immigrant Mother
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to hear challenge to
Arizona law Dec. 12
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Carmen Gonzales was running errands in December in Foley,
Ala., when she saw a piece of paper on her floorboard. It read
HGo back to Mexico.~ The note illustrated the hostility fueled
by the state's new anti-immigrant law. Hit has affected every­
one: said Carmen, 27. Hit doesn't matter if you have residency
or oot. Even my son came home and asked if we are going back
to Mexico." Carmen, like many other Latinos facing such bigot­
ry, can't H go back," She's a U.s, citizen, born in Texas, with two
children who are also citizens and a husband with legal status.

'Go Back to Mexico'
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