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Angry radical right catches fire

The number of extremist
groups in the United States ex-
ploded in 2009 as militias and
groups steeped in wild, antigov-
ernment conspiracy theories
exploited populist anger across
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the country and infiltrated the
mainstream, an SPLC investi-
gation has found.

So-called “Patriot” groups —
militias and other extremist or-
ganizations that see the federal

government as part of a plot to
impose a one-world government
— came roaring back after years
out of the limelight. At the same
time, the SPLC’s annual count of
hate groups found those organi-
zations remained at record lev-
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elsin 2009. A list and interactive,
state-by-state map of active hate
groups can be viewed at www.
splcenter.org.

The SPLC documented an as-
tonishing 244 percent increase
in the number of antigovern-
ment Patriot groups in

2009. Their numbers
grew from 149 groups
in 2008 to 512 groups
in 2009. Militias — the
paramilitary arm of
the Patriot movement —
were a major part of this
increase, tripling in num-
ber from 42 militias in 2008 to
127 in 20009.

Groups fueled by growing anger

" These Patriot groups have been

fueled by a growing anger over
the economy, bank and auto in-
dustry bailouts, racial changesin
the population and an array of
initiatives by the Obama admin-

are not the same as racist hate

groups, their rise is noteworthy.

“This extraordinary growth
is a cause for grave concern,”
said Mark Potok, director of
the SPLC's Intelligence Project,
which tracks hate and extremist
activity. “The people associated
with the Patriot movement dur-
ing its 1990s heyday produced an
enormous amount of violence —
most dramatically the Oklahoma
City bombing that left 168 peo-
ple dead.”

The militias and the larger
Patriot movement peaked in the
1990s, when they appeared as an
angry reaction to what was seen
as a tyrannical government bent
on crushing all dissent. Although
the Patriot movement included
people formerly associated with
racially based hate groups, it
was mostly driven by a view of
the federal government as the
enemy and a propensity for an-
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SPLC suit seeks justice in police
shooting of elderly Louisiana man

HOMER, La. — Many African
Americans in this town figured
a racially charged tragedy was
inevitable, given what they say
has been a long history of racial
profiling and harassment by the
local police.

Their worst fears turned
into reality when 73-year-old
Bernard Monroe was shot down
on his own front porch by a
white police officer who had in-
truded on a family gathering.

Gone in a flash of gunfire
was “Mr. Ben,” a friendly, well-
liked retiree with a wife of 49
years and a small army of chil-
dren, grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

“It was bound to happen,
said Gary Daniels, one of
Monroe’s nephews. “[Police] =
have been a force of intimidation
for as long as I can remember.”

Monroe was killed on Feb. 20,
2009, outside the humble wood
frame house he and his family
called home for nearly 25 years.
As many as 20 family members

»
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and friends, including young
children, were socializing in the
front yard on a mild winter day.
They saw and heard parts of the
incident from different vantage
points. Some told a local grand
jurywhat they saw.

But almost a year after the
shooting, on Feb. 4, the grand
jury of eight whites and four

blacks declined to issue criminal
indictments in the case.

On Feb. 10, the Southern
Poverty Law Center filed a
wrongful death lawsuit against
the town of Homer and two of-
ficers on behalf of Monroe’s
widow and children, alleging
that the officers’ negligence and
“failure to

Police shot Bernard Monroe, 73, outside his home of nearly 25 years. He and his wife,
Marie (inset), were married for almost half a century.

exercise reasonable care” led to
Monroe’s death.

“These officers were out of
control when they stormed
onto Mr. Monroe’s property,”
said Morris Dees, chief trial
counsel for the SPLC. “It ended
in a devastating tragedy for the

Monroe family.”

Racial profiling or
preventative policing?
Initially, the Homer Police
Department maintained
that the officers saw what
appeared to be a drug
transaction in progress,
and when the two suspects
ramn, they followed them to
Monroe’s home, accord-
ing to media accounts. The
scenario would later change
to one person — Monroe’s son,
Shaun — being pursued for rea-
sons that aren’t clear. There were
no criminal warrants for Shaun
when he parked in the driveway
of his parents’ house and went
Continued on page 8
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A MESSAGE FROM SPLC PRESIDENT RICHARD COHEN

Politicians, pundits reinforce extremist ideas

It didn’t take long for tax-
protesting suicide bomber
Joseph Stack to attract a
following. Shortly after he
slammed his private airplane
into an IRS building in Austin,
Texas, on Feb. 18, white su-
premacists began hailing him
as a hero who stood up to a ty-
rannical federal government.

“This was quite heroic,”
wrote someone on Stormfront.
org, a neo-Nazi web forum with
141,000 registered users. “There
is a gradual awakening under-
way. [ wonder how racially con-
scious he was.”

On the neo-Nazi website
Vanguard News Network, anoth-
er hatemonger wrote: “Only bad
I see about this is that he didn’t
kill enough.”

Of course, we expect this type
of reaction from the kind of ex-
tremists who wear white robes
or Nazi uniforms. But what we
don’t expect is for supposedly
mainstream political leaders to
give aid and comfort to domestic

' terrorists and their sympathizers.

At the Conservative Political
Action Conference (CPAC) in
February, U.S. Rep. Steve King of
Towa told the crowd of conserva-
tive activists and politicians that
he could “empathize” with the
man who killed an IRS employee
and injured 13 other people. He
later told the political blog Think
Progress that the IRS is “unnec-
essary and when the day comes
when that is over and we abolish
the IRS, it’s going to be a happy
day for America.”

I am a [SPLC] member. Times
are hard for me now, but T will
continue to contribute when I
can. I can’t tell you how happy
I was when I read in your latest
issue of the SPLC Report that,
because of your truth in re-
porting, Lou Dobbs was forced
to resign. You have done a re-
markable job. Dobbs was and
still is an old right-wing, radi-
cal, racist, narrow-minded,
greedy extremist. Now his big
fat humorless mouth is shut
for good.

This organization is so very
necessary. You have so often
upheld morality and the laws
that support man’s humanity to
man. There is no price to pay for
such an accomplishment. I bow
to you and I thank you. I will
continue to give my support.

L. H.
Rocklin; California

Several years ago, I wrote
to you to defend CNN'’s Lou
Dobbs. I was wrong about him,
at least in his later years, and
you were so right. Just wanted
to let you know that I recog-
nize the effort to get him off

Were it to come true, King’s
wish would be good news for
the person on Stormfront who
asked, in the wake of the IRS at-
tack, “Are there ANY innocent
IRS employees???”

U.S. Sen. Scott Brown,
who was elected to fill the
Massachusetts
seat vacated by the
late Sen. Edward
Kennedy, suggest-
ed that the attack
might have been
the product of the
public’s frustra-
tion with political
gridlock. “TI don’t
know if it’s relat-
ed, but I can just
sense, not only in
my election but since being here
in Washington, people are frus-
trated,” Brown told Fox News’
Neil Cavuto.

Richard Cohen

Violence not answer to problems
People are frustrated with their
government. Millions have lost
jobs. Retirement accounts have
been decimated by two major
economic shocks over the past
decade. Health care costs are sky-
rocketing, and banks that were
bailed out yesterday are paying
their executives giant bonuses
today. While the middle class
and poor are hurting, the wealthy
elite seem to be doing just fine.
But violence is not the an-
swer to Washington gridlock,
and all our leaders of whatever
political persuasion should un-
equivacally condemn Stack’s

murderous last actand any oth-
er threats of violence.

The problem is not that the
inability of a polarized Congress
to solve our problems is fueling
a populist rage. The public has
good reasons to be angry. It’s
thatthis anger is being success-
o fully exploited by
those on the radi-
cal right and chan-
neled into the sort
of antigovernment
fear and extrem-
ism that led Stack
to fiy his plane into
an IRS building.

The fury is re-
flected in the stun-
ning growth of
extremist groups
over the past year (see story,
page 1.) Hate groups remained
at record levels despite the col-
lapse of a major neo-Nazi net-
work. At the same time, radical
anti-immigrant groups rose by
nearly 80 percent. But the most
dramatic surge came in the an-
tigoverment “Patriot” move-
ment, which includes militia
groups. These groups harbor a
deep-seated, irrational fear of
federal authority and believe
the government is their enemy.
Many think the government is
planning to round up political
dissenters and put them in con-
centration camps. -

Overall, these three strands of
the radical right — the hatemon-
gers, the nativist extremists and
the Patriot groups — increased
their numbers by more than 40

MICHELLE LELANI

MAILBOX

the airwaves, as well as all the
other terrific work you have
done and will do. I'm retired
now, and I can’t make the kind
of donation I'd like to, but I’'m
sending you a special year-end
contribution to support your
outstanding work.
: SoH.
Bronxville, New York

I have been a proud member
of SPLC since 1981, and I want
to thank you for the work you
have all done, despite great
personal danger, and for your
many outstanding efforts and
successes. What you do is not
done by any other organiza-
tion that I’'m aware of, and it
is absolutely necessary to the
well-being, safety and ethi-
cal authority of the country.
Thank you.
A.E.
Murphy, North Carolina

I tell everyone, while we have
our favorite local causes to sup-
port, there are a few national
organizations everyone ought
to support. The SPLC is on the
top of my list for the tireless

work you do to free our nation
of hatred. For many, the crimes
are unnoticed, but their elimi-
nation is essential for the pro-
tection of human dignity — the
basis of our democracy.

Thank you so much for do-
ing this vital work to teach
tolerance and seek justice, be-
cause without these, we will
have nothing else.

A.N.
Rockland, Maine

I'sincerely thank you for your
Teaching Tolerance kits that
were sent to my school. They
are a wonderful addition for
our teachers. Children react
to the attitudes of adults, and
our parents will definitely
benefit from the lessons
learned through these kits.
Thank you for all your cour-
age and work.
K.L.
Montebello, California

I am a high school guidance
counselor and my wife is a re-
tired health and PE teacher.
Thank you for the work you do.
We teach in a small school in

percent from 2008 to 2009, ris-
ing from 1,248 groups to 1,753.
What makes these increases
even more alarmingis the degree
to which the ideas of the radical
right are being so casually ac-
cepted in mainstream politics
and political punditry. We now
have politicians and media fig-
ures on the hard right who are,
day in and day out, legitimizing
and validating the most bizarre
conspiracy theories, beliefs and
racism of the lunatic fringe, fur-
ther stoking fear and hatred.

Long history of terror attacks
There’s been a long and bloody
history of terror attacks by the
radical right. We’ve documented
75 plots, conspiraces and ram-
pages since the Oklahoma City
bombing killed 168 people in
1995, at the height of the 1990s
militiamovement. Most of these
plots, including five previous
plans to attack the IRS, involved
individuals with extreme anti-
government views.

In the rambling manifesto
left behind by Stack, he de-
scribed his anger against the
government and said, “Nothing
changes unless there is a body
count.” Timothy McVeigh, the
Oklahoma City bomber, prob-
ably thought so, too.

As long as we have political
leaders and radio personalities
who empathize with or explain
away the murderous acts of
people who blow up or fly planes
into buildings, we're likely to see
more bodies.

the mountains of Pennsylvania,
and we use your Teaching
Tolerance magazine to promote
the message of harmony among
people. We sent a $100 dona-
tion and wish it could have been
more. Keep up the great work,
and thank you.
D. C.
Portage, Pennsylvania

I enjoyed reading your Winter
2009 Report, and it was nice
to see your part in getting rid
of [Lou] Dobbs.

Your piece on “winning
justice for children” really
touched a nerve in a different
way. I am referring to the fact
that we as a nation are mak-
ing career, lifetime criminals
out of little children. How
many thousands of innocent
children have been brought to
this country to grow up with
no hope of ever being legal?
The parents may be to blame
for bringing them, but we are
to blame for taking away any
hope for a normal productive
legal life.

J.B.
Hickory, North Carolina
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Radical right catches fire in 2009

Continued from page 1
disappeared from public view
by the early 2000s.

Radical and resurgent

The astonishing growth of
Patriot groups in 2009 came
during the same year that the
number of hate groups rose
slightly — from 926 in 2008
to 932. The expansion of hate
groups in 2009 would have been
much greater if not for the de-
mise of the American National
Socialist Workers Party, a key
neo-Nazi group whose founder
was arrested in October 2008.

The SPLC first disclosed
the dramatic resurgence of the
Patriot movement in “The Second
Wave: Return of the Militias,” a
report issued in August.

Anger on the radical right —
and among Americans in gen-
eral — has continued to grow.
A Rasmussen Reports poll re-
leased in February showed that
75 percent of likely American
voters were “angry” or “very an-
gry” at the policies of the federal
government, up from 66 percent
in September.

The numbers hearken back
to the period around the 1995
bombing of the Oklahoma City
federal building, when the
Patriot movement was peak-
ing. A few days after that at-
tack, a USA Today poll found
that 39 percent of Americans
agreed with the proposition
that the federal government
was “so large and powerful that
it poses an immediate threat to
the rights and freedoms of ordi-
nary citizens.”

Signs of violence

There are already signs of
radical right violence remi-
niscent of the 1990s. On
Feb. 18, a software engineer fu-
rious over federal tax policies
flew his small plane into an IRS
building in Austin, Texas. Right-
wing extremists have murdered
six law enforcement officers
since Barack Obama’s inaugura-
tion. Racist skinheads and oth-
ers have been arrested inalleged
plots to assassinate the presi-
dent. In recent months, a rash
of individuals with antigovern-
ment, survivalist or racist views

have been arrested in a series of
bomb cases.

But unlike the 1990s, the
movement’s central ideas are
being promoted by media and
political figures with large audi-
ences, such as FOX News’ Glenn
Beck and U.S. Rep. Michele
Bachmann of Minnesota. Beck,
for instance, reinvigorated a
key Patriot conspiracy theo-
ry — the charge that the Federal
Emergency Management
Agency is secretly running con-
centration camps — before fi-
nally “debunking” it.

The Tea Party and similar
groups that have sprung up in
recent months cannot fairly
be considered ex-
tremist groups, but
they are laced with
extreme-right ideas,
conspiracy theories
and racism, also
thanks in part to cer-
tain ostensibly main-
stream commenta-
tors and politicians.

Tom Tancredo, a
former Republican
congressman from
Colorado and pos-
sibly the most rabid
anti-immigrant poli-
tician in America,
told a Tea Party con-
vention in Nashville,
Tenn.: “People who
could not spell the
word ‘vote’ or say it
in English puta com-
mitted socialistideo-
logue in the White House — [his]
name is Barack Hussein Obama.”

The problem, Tancredo ex-
plained, is that “we donot have a
civics, literacy test before people
can vote.”

Literacy tests were long used
to prevent African Americans
from voting but were finally
outlawed by the Voting Rights
Act 0f 1965.

Here are a few other signs of
growing radicalization across
the country:

*« Armed men have come to
Obama speeches bearing signs
suggesting that the “tree of lib-
erty” needs to be “watered” with
“the blood of tyrants.”

* The Conservative Political
Action Conference held this

SPLC updates website, adds new features

In early February, the SPLC updated its website to represent its work in a
fuller, more integrated and dynamic fashion. it is easier to use than the former
website and offers significant new features, such as the Intelligence Files, a
database containing profiles of various prominent extremists and extremist
organizations. It also examines the histories and core beliefs of the most com-

mor types of extremist movements.

February was co-sponsored
by groups such as the John
Birch Society, which believes
President Eisenhower was a
Communist agent.

« Oath Keepers, a Patriot outfit
formed last year, suggestsin thinly
veiled language that the govern-
ment has secret plans to declare
martial law and intern Americans
in concentration camps.

» Politicians pandering to the
antigovernment right in 37
states have introduced “Tenth
Amendment Resolutions,” based
on the constitutional provision
keeping all powers not explicitly
given to the federal government
with the states.

Extreme anti-President Obama fervor permeates Tea
Party protests, where posters, like this one held aloft in
Atlanta last summer, demonstrate growing radicalization.

» At the “A Well Regulated
Militia” website, arecent discus-
sion of how to build “clandestine
safe houses” to stay clear of the
federal government includ-
ed a conversation about how
mass murderers like Timothy
McVeigh and Olympics bomber
Eric Rudolph were supposedly
betrayed at such houses.

Nativist extremist numbers surge
There also has been a surge in
“nativist extremist” groups —
organizations that go beyond
advocating a more restric-
tive immigration policy and
actually confront and harass
suspected immigrants. These
groups grew by nearly 80 per-
cent — from 173 groups in 2008
to 309 in 2009.

At the same time, nativist ex-
tremist groups have increasingly
adopted ideas from the Patriot
movement — demonstrating a
level of cross-pollination be-
tween different segments of the
radical right not seen in years.
Nativist activists are adopting
the ideas of the Patriots, racist
rants against Obama and oth-
ers are coursing through the
Patriot movement, and govern-
ment conspiracy theories are
appearing in an array of right-
wing venues.

“We are witnessing a re-
markable phenomenon,” Potok
said. “The radical right has truly
caught fire.”

JOHN BAZE MORD.’AF IMAGES

INTELLIGENCE BRIEFS

Major police cover-up alleged

in hate murder of immigrant
SHENANDOAH, Pa.— In
December, afederal grand jury
indicted three Shenandoah
police officers, including the
chief, on charges of orches-
trating a complicated cover-
up and obstructing justice to
protect two white teenagers
who killed a Latino man while
yelling racial slurs. A jury ac-
quitted the pair of the most
serious charges.

One of the officers was
dating the mother of a teen
charged in the crime. The
grand jury also indicted the
two acquitted teens forafeder-
al hate crime, a charge that car-
ries a potential life sentence.

According to the December
indictment, the mother of one
teen was told hours after the
assault by her boyfriend, of-
ficer Jason Hayes, that the
victim might die. The woman
allegedly told the teens that
they needed “to get their sto-
ries straight” and to make no
mention of attacking the vic-
tim, Luis Ramirez, because of
his ethnicity. The other offi-
cers — Chief Matthew Nestor
and Lt. William Moyer — al-
legedly joined in the conspir-
acy and, like Hayes, falsified
police reports.

At press time, all the of-
ficers had resigned from the
police department and were
confined to their homes by
court order.

Holocaust museum shooter

dies before trial
WASHINGTON, D.C. — The
long and bitter life of James
von Brunn came to an un-
eventful end in January
when he died in a federal
prison while awaiting trial
for the slaying of security
guard Stephen T. Johns at
the U.S. Holocaust Memorial
Museum. Von Brunn, who
was being treated for chronic
medical problems, was 89.

In June of last year, the
violently anti-Semitic, anti-
black von Brunn double-
parked his car in front of the
Holocaust Museum here, ap-
proached the crowded facility
and shot Johns as he opened
the door for him, authori-
ties said. Two other guards
returned fire, and von Brunn
was wounded in one ear and
immediately arrested.

Von Brunn’s neo-Nazi and
antigovernment views dated
back decades, including an
arrest and conviction here in
1981 after carrying weapons
into the Federal Reserve.

Neo-Nazi convicted for threats

ROANOKE, Va.—Bill White,
founder of the neo-Nazi
American National Socialist
Workers Party, was arrested

in 2008 for making threats
against several people, in-
cluding a popular newspaper
columnist and a Canadian
human rights lawyer. White
often posted the threats on
his virulently racist website,
Overthrow.com, which went
down after he was arrested.
During an eight-day trial
in federal court here, jurors
heard testimony from' vic-
tims who said they were ter-
rified by the blog posts, tele-
phone calls and emails that
White used to target them.
The defense, which did not
call any witnesses, argued
that White’s communications
were protected as free speech
under the First Amendment.
In December, a federal
jury, after deliberating for
less than four hours, agreed
with some but not all of the
government’s allegations.
White's arrest destroyed
his American National
Socialist Workers Party,
which had 85 chapters in 28
states in 2008 and now has
none. White could be sent to
prison for up to 40 years.

Anti-Semitic psych professor

now running racist political party
LONG BEACH, Calif. —
California State, Long Beach,
psychology professor Kevin
MacDonald has made the
leap from academia to activ-
ism, signing on recently as di-
rector of the American Third
Position (ATP), a new white
supremacist political party
established “to represent the
unique political interests of
White Americans.” The party
plans to run candidates for of-
fice nationwide.

ATP was the brainchild
of Freedom 14, an Orange
County racist skinhead group.
Freedom 14 reached out to
MacDonald after its own
Golden State Party reportedly
collapsed when its leader was
exposed as a two-time felon.

The chairman of ATP is
hard-line racist William D.
Johnson, a Los Angeles-based
lawyer and white supremacist
who has long advocated de-
porting non-whites from the
U.S. In 1985, Johnson penned
an infamous book, using the
pseudonym James O, Pace,
called Amendment to the Con-
stitution. The amendment
Johnson proposed would
only have allowed whites “in
whom there is no ascertain-
able trace of Negro blood” to
be American citizens.

Until ATP was established,
MacDonald was better known
for his anti-Semitic “re-
search” purporting to prove
that Jews are driven by a ge-
netically programmed group
evolutionary strategy to un-
dermine Western civilization.
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Experienced educator Maureen Costello takes the helm of Teaching Tolerance.

TEACHING TOLERANCE

Experienced educator selected
to lead Teaching Tolerance

An educator who has directed
several national programs and
has extensive experience in the
academic, publishing and busi-
ness worlds has been named
the new director of the SPLC’s
Teaching Tolerance program.

Maureen Costello, who has
served as director of Newsweek’s
education program and proj-
ect director for Scholastic Ine.’s
Census in Schools program, will
guide Teaching Tolerance, one of
the nation’s leading providers of
anti-bias classroom resources.
She became director Jan. 19.

“Teaching Tolerance at forefront’
“I am honored by the opportu-
nity to lead Teaching Tolerance
into a new decade,” Costello
said. “Teaching Tolerance has
been at the forefront of provid-
ing teachers with the tools they
need to promote a respect for
differences and an appreciation
of diversity. I look forward to
continuing that tradition.”
Asthedirector of Newsweek’s
education program, Costello de-
veloped news-related programs
to meet the needs of high school
and college educators. As proj-
ect director for Scholastic Inc.’s
Census in Schools program, she
designed and implemented a
program that educates students
about the 2010 census.
“Maureen brings a rich back-
ground to Teaching Tolerance
that will help ensure it remainsa

trusted and valuable resource for
teachers,” said SPLC President
Richard Cohen. “We're delighted
she is taking the helm of Teaching
Tolerance.”

Costello also served as an ac-
ademicdeanand history teacher
at Notre Dame Academy High
School in Staten Island, N.Y.
She was the educational service
director for the Staten Island
Advance newspaper in New York
where she created and managed
an award-winning Newspaperin
Education program.

Costello earned a bachelor’s
degree in liberal arts at The New
School in New York and a mas-
ter'sdegree in American civiliza-
tion at New York University. She
replaces Lecia Brooks, who had
served as interim director for
the past year. Brooks currently
serves as director of the SPLC’s
Civil Rights Memorial Center.

Teaching Tolerance was
founded in 1991 to provide K-12
teachers and other educators
with free, anti-bias resources
to promote an appreciation for
diversity. Its award-winning
magazine, Teaching Tolerance,
is distributed twice each year,
free of charge, to 400,000 edu-
cators nationwide.

Teaching Tolerance also has
produced award-winning educa-
tional films about the civil rights
movement and, most recently,
the farmworker strike and grape
boycott of the 1960s.

SEEKING JUSTICE

Exploited workers get back pay
under $2.75 million settlement

Hector Ortiz was one of
2,200 foreign guestworkers
recruited from Mexico and
Central America to plant pine
seedlings across the South for
one of the country’s largest for-
estry companies.

From 2000 to 2006, guest-
workers like Ortiz would regularly
work more than 40 hours a week,
but they said their paychecks
from Superior Forestry Service
Inc. simply didn’t reflect what
they were owed.

Ortiz and his fellow guest-
workers were in a position that
has become familiar for too
many people in the nation’s
H-2B guestworker visa program.

“I knew that there were
people that help others, but I
did not know that I was going
to meet someone that would of-
fer us help,” Ortiz said. “We do
not know our rights and [the
Southern Poverty Law Center]
guided us.”

Settlement one of largest

The SPLC and other immigrant
advocates filed a class action
lawsuit on behalf of the work-
ers in 2006. In February, the

Arkansas-based forestry com- |

pany agreed to pay $2.75 mil-
lion to settle the legal claims
brought by the guestworkers —
one of the largest settlements
of its kind. The settlement
received preliminary approv-
al from U.S. District Judge
William J. Haynes Jr. It is sub-

ject to final approval following '

a fairness hearing in March.
Once finalized, the settlement
will end the lawsuit.
“Guestworkers are too often
seen as disposable workers who
can be cheated and exploited,”
said Jim Knoepp, an attorney
with the SPLC’s Immigrant
Justice Project. “This settle-
ment sends a powerful message
that these workers have rights

and that their employers will be
held accountable.”

Joining the SPLC in rep-
resenting the workers were
Farmworker Justice, the Legal
Aid Justice Center and attorneys
from two Chicago-based pri-
vate law firms: Willenson Law,
LLC and Hughes, Socol, Piers,
Resnick & Dym.

Superior also agreed to abide
by the Fair Labor Standards Act
and the Migrant and Seasonal
Agricultural Worker Protection
Act to ensure workers are not
cheated out of future wages.
Guestworker Jose Rosiles said
he hopes the lawsuit will ensure
fair treatment of foreign guest-
workers in the future.

“When I met the representa-
tive of SPLC, I saw the opportu-
nity to report and clarify many
things that we did not think were
right at the Superior company,”
he said.

During the lawsuit, Superior
was held in contempt of court
three times. The contractor was
most recently held in contempt
in July 2009 after a company
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Guestworkers do the backbreaking job of planting
pine trees throughout the South.

labor recruiter showed up at
a meeting in Mexico between
plaintiff lawyers and workers
interested in the lawsuit — vio-
lating a court order and intimi-
dating workers who might join
the lawsuit.

That incident led the court to
punish Superior by barring it from
presenting evidence to dispute
the workers’ claims for damages.

SPLC documents abuses,

wage violations

The SPLC’s 2007 report Close
to Slavery documents rampant
wage violations, recruitment
abuses, seizure of identity doc-
uments and squalid living con-
ditions in the H-2B program.
Guestworkers, whose visas do
not allow them to change jobs,
typically have little recourse if
they are exploited. The SPLC
discovered that workers in the
forestry industry faced system-
atic abuse.

The SPLC has settled two
previous forestry industry law-
suits filed on behalf of workers,
spurring reforms in the indus-

s try. The prospect of a
| & lawsuit and the ensu-
ing bad publicity has
served as a deterrent
for some companies.
Some forestry con-
tractors said they have
used SPLC litigation
as leverage to demand
higher payments from
giant paper compa-
nies so they can raise
worker wages.

“I congratulate the
founders and leaders
of SPLC for thinking
about poor people —
like immigrants who
come here to work
and are not treated
right,” Ortiz said.
“Thank you for all
your achievements.”

SARAH REYNOLD:

Endowment supports SPLC’s future work

The SPLC’s work would
not be possible without the fi-
nancial and moral support of
caring individuals across the
nation. Because of their con-
sistent generosity, the SPLC
has enjoyed great success
in fighting for justice in the
courts, tracking hate groups
and teaching tolerance in class-
rooms across America.

But the SPLC has long been
convinced that the day will
come when nonprofit groups
will no longer be able to afford
to garner support through the
mail. That's why, in 1974, its

board of directors began setting
aside a certain amount each
year to build an endowment.
Today, the endowment stands
at $194 million.

SPLC recognizes need for saving

The SPLC was one of the first
social action organizations to
recognize the importance of
saving for the future. Although
colleges have long understood
the wisdom behind building en-
dowments, most organizations
like the SPLC — groups that of-
ten touch many more lives than
the typical college — have not.

As a result, some groups have
not been able to sustain them-
selves and continue their valu-
able work.

Today, many nonprofit or-
ganizations — including the
ACLU, the Anti-Defamation
League and the Sierra Club —
have come to recognize the
critical nature of building
endowments. Like the SPLC,
they understand that pro-
gramming commitments they
make today will create future
financial obligations.

In this new century, America
remains a nation of great prom-

ise. In communities across the
country, thousands of people
are seeking to tear down racial,
social and economic barriers
that still sometimes divide us.
But there are others who try
to use those same divisions to
sow seeds of hatred. And there
are many more whose apathyin
the face of intolerance allows
hatred to grow.

Challenges continue

As the nation’s diversity in-
creases in the coming years, so
will the challenges of promot-
ing tolerance and acceptance.

To help ensure that the SPLC
is ready to meet those chal-
lenges, it needs a significant
endowment.,

The caring individuals who
help the SPLC continue its
crucial daily work are helping
to establish the SPLC as an
organization poised to carry
on the struggle for tolerance
and justice — for as long as it
is needed. The SPLC’s educa-
tional and legal efforts have
affected the lives of millions
of people. With the help of the
SPLC’s endowment, millions
more will benefit in the future.
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TEACHING TOLERANCE

New SPL.C film to address
anti-gay bullying in schools

The SPLC’s Teaching Tol-
erance program is beginning
work on its eighth documentary
film and teaching kit — a project
aimed at ending anti-gay bully-
ing in schools.

Tentatively titled Hate Goes
to School, the film will tell the
story of a student who stood up
to his anti-gay tormentors and
filed a federal lawsuit thatled to

Unchecked anti-gay bullying makes gay students feel unsafe and more likely to skip class.

the creation of the nation’s first
legal protections for lesbian,
gay, bisexual, transgender and
questioning/queer (LGBTQ)
students. The SPLC expects to
begin distributing teaching kits
to educators in the fall.

Left unchecked, anti-gay
abuse has devastating conse-
quences. Research has found gay
students feel unsafe at school
because of their sexual orienta-
tion, are more likely to skip class,
have lower grade point averages
and are less likely to express
interest in college than other
students. They are more likely
to have suicidal thoughts and
more prone to behaviors such as
smoking, drug and alcohol abuse
and sexual risk.

Hate Goes to School will offer
a powerful lesson for students
and educators that anti-gay bul-
lyingis wrong. It will help youths
recognize the harm caused by
bullying and prompt educators
to understand the important
role they can playin ending anti-
gay bullying.

“Anti-gay bullying and preju-
dice is one of the few remaining

CONTRIBUTED

forms of bigotry that can go un-
checked on school campuses,”
said Maureen Costello, Teaching
Tolerance director. “Too often,
homophobic remarks made in
classrooms and hallways aren’t
corrected. This kit is aimed
squarely at stopping anti-gay
abuse in our schools.”

The kit will include informa-
tion for school administrators

explaining that LGBTQ students
must be included in a school’s
anti-bullying policy by law.
Nationally, more than 80
percent of LGBTQ youths said
their teachers never, or rarely,
interrupt homophobic remarks,
according to a 2007 survey by
the Gay, Lesbian and Straight
Eduecation Network (GLSEN).
While some teachers may look
away due to their own biases,
most teachers fail to interrupt

After suffering severe harassment,
Jamie Nabozny won a landmark lawsuit.

these remarks because they
don’t understand their obliga-
tions or know how to help.

A 2002 study from the Na-
tional Mental Health Associa-
tion found that 50 percent of
youths said that gay students are
bullied most or all of the time in
theirschools. When LGBTQ stu-
dents were asked directly in the
GLSEN survey, 86 percent said
they experience ver-
2 bal bullying and 22
percent said they are
assaulted in a typical
school year.

Hate Goes to
School will feature
the story of Jamie
Nabozny. Nabozny,
. like many LGBTQ

youths, suffered vi-
cious verbal and
physical abuse at the
hands of his class-
mates in Ashland,
Wis. What started as
verbal abusein the 7"
grade became kicks
and punches in later
years. Once, a group
of boys surrounded
him and performed
amock rape in front
of a class. Another
time he was shoved
into a urinal and
urinated on. He was
once kicked so hard
he required abdomi-
nal surgery.

School officials
blamed Nabozny,
saying he should ex-
pect such treatment

if he planned on being gay. He
fought back with a federal lawsuit
accusing the school district and
several administrators of failing
to protect him from years of anti-
gay abuse and harassment.

The case led to a federal
court holding a public school
accountable for not stopping
anti-gay abuse — a first in the
nation’s history.

“Schools that address gay is-
sues are safer for all students,”
Costello said. “This kit is the re-
source that’s needed to help curb
the devastating realities facing
these students.”

Teaching Tolerance’s most
recent documentary and teach-
ing kit was Viva La Causa, which
documented the farmworker
strike and grape boycott led
by Cesar Chavez and Dolores
Huerta in the 1960s. The film’s
depiction of one of the nation’s
great social justice movements
has been shown to profoundly
affect students’ attitudes about
Latinos, immigrants and eco-
nomic justice at a time of bur-
geoning anti-Latino sentiment
in the country.

DESIGN PICS IMAGES

SEEKING JUSTICE

SPLC sues to protect
rights of expelled teen

The SPLC has sued a Missis-
sippi school district for violating
the constitutional rights and de-
railing the promising academic
and athletic career of a high
school student over a tossed
penny on a school bus.

School. officials in Hinds
County suspended, then ex-
pelled, a Terry High School 10
grader and reassigned him to
an alternative school where
he receives instruction from a
teacher for only half his classes.
The other half of his schedule
he spends alone, in front of a
computer, teaching himself the
course material.

‘Life chances cut short’

“The Hinds County School
District has inexplicably cut
short the life chances of this
young man for tossing a penny
on a school bus,” said Courtney
Bowie, director of the SPLC’s
Mississippi Youth Justice Project
(MYJP) and lead attorney in the
case. “The district’s determina-
tion to throw this young man
away was reflected throughout
the disciplinary process, during
which the district repeatedly vio-
lated its own rules.”

Filed Dec. 14 in Hinds County
Chancery Court in Jackson, the
lawsuit claims the school district
failed to follow its own rules as it
targeted the 16-year-old boy, iden-
tified as A.H. in the complaint, and
coerced a false confession through
threats and intimidation.

The school’s actions stemmed
from an incident that occurred
while A.H. was riding the school
bus home from Terry High this
past September. During the ride,
A.H. and five other students
were tossing coins back and
forth. A pennylanded on the bus
driver, who was not injured.

The school district subject-
ed A.H. to a nearly hour-long

CONTRIBUTED

interrogation during which
the school’s assistant principal
threatened to pursue delin-
quency charges and call police
unless he confessed, according
to the lawsuit. Though A.H. said
he did not throw the coin that
landed on the bus driver, the
school official pressured him to
provide a false confession with-
out notifying his parents or ex-
plaining his rights, according to
the complaint.

With his transfer to the
Main Street Alternative School
in Bolton, A.H. will not gradu-
ate with his class and is not per-
mitted to set foot on the Terry
High School campus. A.H. is a
good student who has worked
diligently to pursue his dream
of attending college on a bas-
ketball scholarship. Before
the school district wrongfully
reassigned A.H., he was slated
for a spot on the varsity team.
Now, with the move to the al-
ternative school, he will not be
allowed to play basketball this
year or in the 2010-11 school
year, putting a collegiate career
in jeopardy.

School officials violated rules
Among the various violations of
their own standards and rules,
school district officials repeat-
edly failed to provide A.H., his
parents and his attorney with
video surveillance footage they
claimed showed A.H.’s guilt.

The lawsuit says that A.H. will
suffer serious repercussions be-
cause of the expulsion.

“Students who are ware-
housed in Mississippi’s alterna-
tive schools frequently suffer a
lifetime of adverse consequenc-
es, including a denial of educa-
tional services and challenges
earning a high school diploma,”
said MYJP policy specialist
Meigan Thompson.

SPLC leaders speak at CIA

SPLC leaders Morris Dees (second from left) and Richard Cohen (right) stand
with CIA officials at the agency's headquarters in Langley, Virginia. The two
were invited to serve as keynote speakers at the CIA's 2010 Martin Luther
King Celebration on Jan. 13.
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MAKE A TRIBUTE GIFT

The Center accepts gifts in memory of someone who has
died orin honor of a special occasion such as a birthday,
anniversary or graduation. Donors may also give a gift just
to say “thank you.” The Center will send a card to the person
honored or the family of the deceased. Complete this form
and mail it with your contribution.
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Dick Rumer Farmily
Valerie Rutledge
Linda D. Ryan
John Saade
Gary T. Sacks
Krishna Saha
Louise P Sandercock
Ebin Sandler
Carlos ). Sandoval
Gennaro & Helen
Santangelo
Whitney & Beatrice
Santangelo
Albert Santiago
Bob & Clara B. Saunders
Gregoire Sauter
Trudy Schaffner
Robert D\ Schapiro
Patience A. Schenck
Helen F. Schmierer
Kelly Schmitt
Mickey Schneider
Robert Schwartz
Miriam Schweitzer
Laura & Russ Scotti
Andrew & Rebecca Scully
Allen Secher
Marti & Mike Sekerak
Lisa & Jeff Sellers
Benjamin Seo—
Summitek Medical
Karalee Robb &
Nigel Serbe
Susan H. Shapiro
Rob Sharenow
Tammy Sherwood
Maurice E. Shils
Catherine R_Sieglitz
Charles Siljeg
| Dorothy Simonds
Lisa G. Simonds
Cameron & Rochonine
Simmons & Family
The Skeist Family
Jane Slater
Hilary Slobotkin
Fred Slocum
Mike & Randi Smerud
Jay Smilyk-Safend
Mark Smith
Mary Smith
Nathaniel Smith
Roger Smith

| am enclosing a special gift in the amount of $

Rasemary Smith
Susan Bergholz &
Bert Snyder
Jerry Sokolow
The Sonn Family
Dr. & Mrs. Clem Sorley
Warren & Rina Spielberg
Linda E. & Tom Spring
Tommy Spurlock
Bill Stafford
Francine Stein
Chris Sternberg & Family
Jeff Moore & Jodi Stewart
Michael Stone
Don & Nancy Stoops
Shannon Stork
Hanna R. Struever
Jean & Tom Sturges
Karyl Nakamura &
James Suero
Dolores Taller
Kathy Gille & Doug Tanner
Judy & Bruce Tarin
The Tauber Family
Eldred & Helen Taylor
Genevieve W. Taylor
Jeannie Taylor
Wilma M. Tays
Teacher Preparation
Aca; Faculty
Greig & Denise Tetmeyer
Eric W. Thomas
Jodie Nolan &
Jon Thomas
Michael E. Thompson
The Thorlands
Richard Tiggelaar
Nettie Tippens
Margaret D. Torgersen
Gary Traywick & Sonis
Tony Traywick & Family
Zachary Traywick
Bob & Marilyn Troppmann
Alexander Tsesis
Desmond Tutu
DaonniaJ, Underwood
Avriel Anderson &
Richard Underwood
Andrew Urban
Stephen Vandivere
Angel Vann Ricca
David A. Visser
Wil & Roberta Viviano
Charles B. Walls

Damien Wang

ECEMBER 2009

Marv & Penny Watertone
Ineke Way

Elizabeth Weaver

Rene Weber

Dana Wehle

Elizabeth J. Weimer
Mark D. Weimer
Rebecca M. Weiner
David & Jody Weinstein
Andrew Weissman
Kathleen Wessling
Louise T. West

Mary Anne Wexler
Charles A. White
Cynthia White

Tom Whitehurst
Rosemary C. Whiting
The Whitman Family
Deborah F. Wilcox

Robin Feldberg Wildman
Michael & Rebecca Willis
Willowcreek Financial

Services
Rosemary Wilson
Grete Wilt
Ingrid Wilt
Marina Wimett
Pam & Chris Wineman
Bob Winfield
Eugene H. Winkler
Alan & Ruth Winnick
The Winton/

Uhiman Family
Norman & Deena Witlen
Joan Witte
Tom & Tammy Wolf
Richard Woods
The Woods-

Andrews Familly
Mary Johnson &

Larry Worth
Charles Wright
Stephen Yalof
Frances & David Yelen
Dr, & Mrs. Melvin R. Yoffee
Brenda Young
Brenda Young—BDR
Julia Young
Laurie Zelesnikar
The Zeveloff Family
Mairgus Zill
Susan & Don Zimmerman
Robert & Edith Zinn
Tammy Zohar
Margaret Zusky

Tribute Gifts continued on page 8
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In Honor of

Name

To celebrate his/her/their

SEND ANNOUNCEMENT OF GIFT TO:

Address

City/State/Zip

Your Name(s)

INDICATE ON ACKNOWLEDGEMENT THAT GIFT IS BEING MADE BY:
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Address

City/State/Zip

Phone (in case of questions)

SOUTHERN POVERTY LAW CENTER

P.0. BOX 548 * MONTGOMERY; AL 36101-0548 = (334) 956-8200
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‘Partner’ had special bond
with SPLC’s goals, work

Selma R. Siege was a New
Yorker, but her heart had a spe-
cial bond with the South at the
Southern Poverty Law Center.

Raised in Brooklyn, the pri-
mary threads of Siege’s life
reflected the SPLC’s goals:
Fighting hatred and bigotry,
seeking justice for the most vul-
nerable and promoting equal
justice and opportunity for all.

“[She] looked for ways to live
her values,” said Emily Siege,
her daughter.

Selma Siege

An English and reading
teacher, Selma fought to include
lessons dealing with racism and
diversity even when administra-
tors were uncomfortable with
the topics. Not surprisingly,
arming teachers with the SPLC’s
Teaching Tolérance resources
was important fo her.

Partners are special SPLC donors

She also became one of the
SPLC’s Partners for the Future.
Partners are special donors who
1include the SPLC in their estate
plans, thereby extending their
support for the SPLC’s work be-
yond their lifetimes. Selma had
four gift annuities with the SPLC

CONTRIBUTED

when she died in October — two
days before her 94th birthday.

“Although she was a child of
the Great Depression and frugal
for herself, [she] was a gener-
ous supporter of organizations
whose work she respected,” her
daughter said.

Selma had an affinity for the
SPLC’s immigrant justice cases
and the work of the Intelligence
Project. She also worried about
the constant security threats
faced by the SPLC staff. As areg-
ular donor, she built long-term
relationships with staff mem-
bers, chatting on phone calls and
sending notes with her gifts.

Her name appears in the
donor credits for Teaching
Tolerance’s award-winning
documentary, The Children’s
March, and on the Wall of
Tolerance at the Civil Rights
Memorial Center.

Selma’s commitment to
teaching went beyond the class-
rooms Where she taught. She was
a member of New York City’s
first teacher’s union, a commu-
nity of dedicated and socially
conscious educators she em-
braced as “the best of the best.”

After years of teaching, she

“earned a master’s degree in li-

brary science and promoted her
love of books as a public librar-
ian, a career she pursued until
age 85. A lifetime subscriber and
contributor to Jewish Currents
magazine, she was known for
her reviews of Jewish children’s
literature. Among the many ar-
ticles she wrote was a feminist
perspective on her mother’s life.
“She expressed her love prac-
tically, offering her time, a will-
ingness to listen, her money and
her skills,” her daughter said.

e e
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The Southern Poverty Law Center pays tribute to the memory of deceased supporters who
included the Center in their wills or other planned gifts. The Center gratefully acknowledges
their bequests, received from January 1, 2009, through January 31, 2010.

Alfred Aeppli
Margaret D. Anthon
Robert E. Asher
Werner F. Auerbacher
Helen Baldwin

John P. Bartholomew
Estelle Beal
Elizabeth P. Beltz
Alex Berger Jr.

Mary Sue Bethea
Leclair Bissell M.D.
Lewis F. Bissell

Peter S. Blumberg
Emily Brown

Susan A. Brown
Joyce S. Carron

Elsie Ann Chivington
Doris Clee

Rita E. Cobb

Muriel F. Cole
Donald W. Darlington Jr.
Elizabeth A. Deubert
Inge Dirmhirn
Constance K. Doctorow
Ann D. Donnally
Marvin Engle

John F. Eppler

Lucy B. Finch
Vernon Fischer
Michael Foley
Margaret E. Fortmiller
Louise Geiger

Jean Gelardo

Jerome Gewirtz
Francelia S. Goddard
Muriel Goldring
Mortimer Goldsmith
Edward Greenberg
Eleanor M. Hadley
Ethel F. Hall

Ethel Harris

Lieselotte Heilman
Susan H. Heslep
Julian Hess

Joy P. Hintz

Sam Hoffman

Doris B. Holerman
Steve Hutchison
Samuel G. Kalichman
Ruth K. Keraus

Alan J. Kosh

Peggy Lampl

Jean S. Lawrence
Catherine L. Lee
Arden T. & Jack H. Lee
Herbert Levine
Virginia F. Lewis
Patricia R. Loeb
Albert E. Lovejoy
Dolores Magnes
Margaret P. Magnus
Mary E. Mahar
Harold Malkin

Anne C. Marble
Miriam Mares

Nancy R. Marshall
Audrey Matzen
Eugene B. McAlister
Eddye McClure

Mary Helena Meltesen
Felix H. Metzner
Harold Miller

Fulvia Mombello-Russo
Jean Montanus
Warren Morton

Paul Mundt

Mary M. Newman
Florence Olivenbaum
Daniel Omer

Martha Louise Orr
Lawrence Pelkey
Joseph G. Polusky

Mary M. Ravlin
Jane Rifkin
Jeanne M. Riley
Wilga Rivers
Arthur Z. Rosen
Jean Rosenberg
Sylvia Rothchild
Irma Sandage
Lenore Satterfield
Alex Sawyer

Janet Sawyer
Joann Schwartz
Robert H. Shutan
Selma R. Siege
Robert Simha
Arthur W. Sisko
Jane R. Smiley
Charlotte D. Smith
Robert C. Solomon
Henry Somsen
Kenneth Spegman
Barry S. Stone

Nell Stone

Betty J. Sutherland
Edith Tausner
Wilhelmina R. Teter
Janice K. Titchell
Elizabeth R. Tobin
Constance Van Amberg
Alice W. Verostko
Rebecca Walkley
Edith D. Wells
Helen S. Whitlock
Maeble H. Wiley
Ruby M. Wiley
Dorothy L. Wittenberg
Theresa B. Yancey
Albert A. Zilen
Joseph F. Zygmunt

LEAVE A LEGACY THROUGH PARTNERS FOR THE FUTURE

Partners for the Future is a special
group of donors who include the Center
in their estate plans. These supporters
are helping ensure the Center’s long-
term success. Would you consider join-
ing us?

There are several ways tojoin Partners
forthe Future. You mayinclude abequest
to the Southern Poverty Law Center in
your will or living trust. You may provide
for the eventual distribution of assets,
such as those held in retirement fund ac-

Civil Rights Memarial

counts or life insurance policies, poten-
tially gaining tax or financial benefits.

After planning for the financial se-
curity of your family and loved ones, we
hope you will consider joining Partners
for the Future by making a planned gift
to the Center.

For information about the many
planned giving opportunities avail-
able at the Center — with no obliga-
tion — please contact our planned
giving department by calling toll-free
1-888-414-7752 or by mailing the form

below. You can also visit us online at.

www.SPLCenter.org/donate or e-mail
us at plannedgiving@splcenter.org.

If you have already included the
Center in your will or estate plan,
please contact us so we can update our
records. We want to officially welcome
you as a Partner for the Future!

|

|

.....................................................................................................................

YES! [ want information about Partners for the Future

[0 The Center is already included in my will or estate plans. Please welcome me as a Partner for the Future.

[J I'm interested in receiving general information about wills and planned giving.
Please send me information on the following specific planned giving opportunities:

COWills O Charitable Gift Annuities [OInsurance Policies []Real Estate
[OLiving Trusts [ICharitable Remainder Trusts [JRetirement Plans [JSecurities
Name(s) Date(s) of birth:
Address
City/State/Zip
E-mail Address Telephone

MAIL TO: PARTNERS FOR THE FUTURE SOUTHERN POVERTY LAW CENTER - P.O. BOX 548 - MONTGOMERY AL 36101-0548

MEBJI0035RORC
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Suit seeks justice in police shooting of elderly man

Continued from page 1
inside, He was never charged
with a crime.

Witnesses said the officers,
Tim Cox and Joey Henry, fol-
lowed Shaun into the house.
Moments after Henry came out

multiple times in the chest. He
died a short time later. None of
the witnesses said they heard
Cox warn Monroe before firing.

Homer police initially said
that Cox shot Monroe because
he pointed a pistol at police.

body while wearing blue latex
gloves. The gun was sent to alab
for fingerprints, The results have
not been publicly disclosed. But,
according to the police investi-
gation, Monroe’s fingerprints
were not on the gun.

. Cox had been on the force

& for 212 weeks at the time and

454 v was making $10.40 an hour.

Bernard Monroe's widow, Marie, sits alone on her front poreh.

of the house, Shaun ran past
him. Henry then shot Shaun
twice with a Taser.

During the commotion,

Bernard Monroe rose from :

his chair in the front yard and
walked toward the house to
check on his elderly wife. He
made it to the porch steps. That’s
when Cox, still inside the house,
fired repeatedly through the
screen door, striking Monroe

Many witnesses insist the po-
lice account is simply not true.
They maintain that Monroe was
holding a sports drink bottle and
that he kept the gun on his front
porch. Some witness accounts
have Cox lifting Monroe’s body
and almost rolling it over after
shooting him. They have an-
other officer holding Monroe’s
gun right after the shooting and
placing it next to the old man’s

TRIBUTE GIFTS

In memory of

YORK TIM

1A ROB

Henry was hired eight months
earlier and was paid $9.50 an
Z hour. Both were placed on paid

b g administrative leave following
: 5 the shooting. They resigned five
b = months later.

Three weeks after the inci-

o = dent, Homer Police Chief Russell

Mills, who is white, seemed to
say that his department routine-
ly conducts racial profiling. “If 1
see three or four young black
men walking down the street,
I have to stop them and check
their names,” he was quoted by
The Chicago Tribune as saying.
“I want them to be afraid every
time they see the police that they
might get arrested. We’re not out
there trying to abuse and harass
people — we're trying to protect
the law-abiding citizens locked
behind their doors in fear.”

Days later, the Homer news-
paper published a lengthy letter
from Mills, who is in the final
year of his first term as the town’s
elected police chief. He accused
the reporter of misconstruing
what he said and of instilling
hate. But he added that if his of-
ficers “observe people walking in
the area, we will stop them, iden-
tify them, find out where they
live, who their parents are, how
old they are and just what they’re
doing in this area if they’re not
from here and possibly patthem
down.” He called this “preventa-
tive policing.”

Dees said it appears that the
police chief is promoting racial

“The people of Homer de-
serve a police force that protects,
rather than harasses them,”
Dees said. “And the Monroe fam-
ily deserves justice.”

Big man in a small town

Bernard Monroe lived most
of his life in Homer. A power-
fully built man who worked as a
lineman for Claiborne Electric
Cooperative for 37 years, he
enjoyed playing dominos on
his porch and watching reruns
of “Sanford and Son” in his re-
tirement years. He had surgery
in 1997 for cancer of the larynx,
leaving him all but speechless.

children and 15 great-grandchildren.

A lifelong hunter and fisher-
man, he often shot squirrels and
other small game. “If he couldn’t
eat it, he wouldn’t kill it,” said
Shaun Monroe.

Bernard Monroe was married
to his wife, Marie, for almost half
a century. They had five chil-
dren, 18 grandchildren and 15
great-grandchildren. Most ev-
erybody called him “Mr. Ben.” A
lot of folks recall a friendly man
who was well liked.

The Rev. Willie Young, who is
president of the local Claiborne
branch of the NAACP, knew
Monroe and his family for years.
“He seemed to be a real man,”
Young said. “He always provided
for his family.”

“Mr. Ben" and his wife had five children, 18 grand-

Many of those family mem-
bers still live in Homer, 53 miles
northeast of Shreveport. It’s a
town of about 3,400 as of July
2008 and losing population, ac-
cording to city-data.com, which
analyzes various data to profile
cities and towns. About 62 per-
cent of the residents are black.
More than 31 percent live be-
low the poverty line, compared
to less than 20 percent for the
state as a whole. The estimated
median household income of
$31,430 in 2008 was almost 30
percent less than the $43,733
for the state as a whole.

The heart of Homer’s tiny
downtown is a square
E dominated by the white,
E columned courthouse
S that was built in 1860.
As in many Southern
towns, a statue of a
Confederate soldier
stands sentry outside.

“Overall, this is a
racist community,”
said Young, who was a
Claiborne Parish dep-
uty sheriff for several
years and currently
serves on the parish’s
governing body.

The Bayou Knights of the
Ku Klux Klan has a chapter
in Homer, according to the
Southern Poverty Law Center’s
listing of hate groups. Young re-
calls a couple of Klan rallies at
the Confederate soldier statue
in the past 15 years. He estimates
there are 25 to 30 Klansmen in
the area.

Young said that many
African-Americans in Homer
feel helpless and hopeless in the
aftermath of the grand jury’s
decision not to indict anybody
in connection with Bernard
Monroe’s death. He’s urging
them to keep the faith,

“This is one battle we lost,” he
said. “But the struggle is ongoing.”

Margery B. Alden Duane L. Boelter
David Allen Jack Bollens
Herman Altman Ethel & Mischa
Joseph V. Amaro Borodkin
Blane Anderson Edward Bouska
Michael J. Andre John E. Bradley
Vera Arlen Howard Bramson
Liesel & Ralph Aron Jerome Brookman
Lauren Avezzie George B. Brothers
Frieda Axelrod James C. Brown
John Bacon John & Mary Brown
Mildred Balzer Robert C, Brown
‘Gene & Mitch Bamhart  Rosie Brown
Wilhelm Bartenbach Ruth Burgett
Joan Barton Phil Bumnstein
Jethro & Mable Battle  Gladys V. Cahoon
Joffre Bazin Harry Caicedo
Rabert Bazin Bobby Campbell
Robert 0. Beauchamp ~ Gabriel A. Caporino
Robert William Bednash  Joanne W, Chislett
John Belland " Iving Cohan
Eleanor Belser Betty Cohen
Otto Bernhardt Elizabeth Cohen
Sylvia Blederman Rose Cohen
Renee Bigio William Connor
Kathleen Binkley Kenneth R. Coughlin
Wilfred Bimbaum Jim Crary'
John Blase, Sr. Eddie Crespo, Ir.

Jofin A, Cressman Irene L. & James A,
Millicent Dachman Golden

Grace W, Daigle Bina Goldfield
Louis Garland Davis Bernard Goldowitz
Arlene Defino Ralph 5. Goldsmith
Eva M. Druch Rita Gottsegen
Robert Dunson Olga Graham
George Eckstein Jadwiga Gral

0. John Eldred Kenneth Green
Bud Eligator Baily & Flora Greenwald
Mary E_ Ellis Margaret Greiber
David Emmions George Guleyvich
Jeannette L. Ephross Sidney Gunther
Lawrence Erickson Annie Handy
Elaine Etkin Allen Harrls

John Ferm Robert & Dorothy
Vicki Forfa Hayes

Herbert Forman Francoise Henderson
Anne Foster Alvin Hertzberg
Eugene Frank Anne Herzog
David R. Freeman Susan Heslep

Ruth Friedlander Laura Hines
Arthur M. Friedman Victor Hirsch
Lester Friedman Kenneth T, Hobson
Orrie M. Friedman Milton R. Holmes
Larry Funsten Roger Holmes
Sandy C. Galloway Rosemarie Holmes
Betty & Charles Gilbert  Jewel M. Holst

profiling in the town, with tragic
consequences.
Richard H. Holt Ruth Kempner
Emily Hoftzman Jack Kenney
Joseph Hornsby Marcy Keno
George Horvath Rose Kessler
Winrie C. Hoskins Mereld D. Keys
Bennett S. Hyne David C. King
Rhonda lrwin Frank Kleinman
Eddie L. Jackson Patricia Kollmer
Margaret Y. Jackson Sylvia Korby
Samuel Jackson, Ir. Harry Kruger
W. . James, MD. Samuel Krushell
Herbert Janof Santina M. Kuber
Yvonne T. Jensen Monona Langner
Jo Anne, Archie, Colice, ~ Melody & Lorene S
Brenda & Mark LaRhette
Stephen T, Johns Elizabeth Leach
John E. Iohnson David A. Lesmond's
Louie A. Johnson, Jr. Father
Mary Johnsan Don Levine
Nancy Johnsan Carol 5. Levkoy
Richard A. Johnson Martimer S, Levy
Welburre DeWitt Leonard M. Lewis
Johnson Michael M. Lewy
Bertha C_ Jones Elizabeth C. Lilienfield
Emily Jones Bruin Lipman
Whitmel M, Joyner Erv Lips
Armon E Kamesar Daniel 5. Little
Diane Kaplan Robert H, Loeb
Lisabeth Kaplan Hilda Lubin
Max Kaufrmann Joan Lucas
Julian J. Keiser Roslyn Rosen Lund
Marjorie Kemper Norman B. Lycett

Dora Magrath Sol Raboy
Belle Malev Herbert Raffeld
Mandy Gertrude Rainville
Eli Manos Martin Ramsey
Albert Matlin Jean W. Randolph
Mary McCabe Alex Redmountain
John McGarty Zenas & Ma.ry A Robb
Drew F. McGlamary Jacob Robbins
Elaine Michaels Comtance & Rosesy
Charles Micheletti David Z. Rosenthal
iner I
i M. Laurence Rubenstein
Ella P. Mitchell
Jean Montanus Helen Rulison :
Frank Moore Eﬁa Bl
mm Dick Sandaist
] Katherine M. Satriani

Salima Mukhame! Hilda Saulsbus

i e ury
Marie & Robert Naidis Stanley . Schwartz
Florence Olivenbaum Lester Schweltzer
Leo B. Orbach Bariand &
John B. Osgood Geraldine Segal
Leonard Pappas Geraldine Segal
Carole Parker Monroe Segal
Anita Payne Harry G. Shaffer
David & Dorothy Billie “Edith” Shapiro

Perkins Leo Sherman

Ollie C. Perrine Elizabeth "Libby" Short
Clara ). Piper Margie Shuer
David |, Posten Sarah & Saul Shur
Carole A. Prescott James A, Silva &
‘Seymour Press James A. Silva, Jr

Ann M. Silverman Dorothea Tuney
David Simms Jeanne M. Tuomey
Marilyn Skolsky Rita H. Tybout
William . Skow Ethe! L. Tynes
David A. Sloss Rex A. Vance, Sr.
EricP. _Srnith Lawrence Van Til
Frederic Solomon Cynthia J. Von Klingler
o G T Wyn Craig Wede
Geraldine Southard Mr. & Mrs. 5. Waranch's
Robert F. Southard conliEaw
Bernadine Sperling Rhonda H. Ware
wm .Seymow Wmn
i o t‘E Glenn Watking.
DExEen Frank P Well
Margaret W. Stenstrom Ann Welss
Nora Stingi , e
; - Patricia Weiss
Shirley S Strich
) Carol A. Westcoatt
Brian P, Sullivan :
Thomes R. Sullvan iz D
Eii .Swama. MD. John E. & Marian
Bedvi L. Swanson Wilcox
Gregory K. Swanson Naomi Wilkerson
Nancy Talbot Carl H. Williams
David A. Tapper Margaret Williams
Henry Tausend Elaine Winograd
Henry Teshima Douglas L. Winokur
Bruce Thomas Lesfie Wood
Helen Tieger Ronald J. Wood
Riley Tiflman Barbara Woodard
Elionor Tomas-Vives - Patricia Ziegler
Gordon H. Torgersen Katie Zimring
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