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Dorothy and Willie Kye promote diversity in Traverse City.

With help from Klanwatch,
Michigan town fights hate

RAVERSE c1TY, MI — When
Dorothy Kye learned the
phone and sought help from
those she considers experts on
hate — the staff of the Center’s
Klanwatch project.

Prompting her call was news
that former Ku Klux Klan leader
David Neumann planned a
“NordicFest” rock concert near
here over the Fourth of July
weekend. He announced that a
half-dozen “racialist” bands with
names like “Blue-Eyed Devils”
and “Intimidation One” would
perform.

As a white woman married to
one of the town’s few black citi-
zens, Kye had long wanted to
promote racial diversity in her
nearly all-white community.
News of the NordicFest spurred
her to action.

Ten Ways to Fight Hate

Responding to her plea for
help, Klanwatch research analyst
Michelle Bramblett sent Kye
detailed information about Neu-
mann and a copy of the Center’s
publication, Ten Ways to Fight
Hate: A Community Response
Guide to Hate Crime and Hate
Groups. “Michelle was very, very
helpful. 1 talked to her on many
occasions,” Kye said.

Kye took the material to a
meeting of the community’s
Human Rights Commission.
“We read it out loud right there
on the spot,” she said. “Someone
said, ‘Let’s pick something to do,
and everybody else said, ‘Let’s do

summer, she p_cked up the

it all.’” The result was the cre-
ation of a new organization,

UnityFest on the Fourth week-
end as an alternative to
NordicFest. UnityFest offered
more than 50 acts, including
music, poetry, dance, visual arts
and theater. About 1,000 people
attended.

“This thing just mush-
roomed,” said Kye. Each of the
14 commission members chose a
different activity. One young
man organized a concert. A
lawyer started a unity ribbon
campaign. A Unitarian minister
designed T-shirts.

Key to their efforts was Ten
Ways to Fight Hate. “It was the
only help we could get,” Kye said.
“We went through it all and used
it to plan our strategy.” Their
strategy succeeded, and
NordicFest fizzled; Neumann
canceled it at the last minute.
The local sheriff credited Hate-
Free TC with driving the Klan
out of the area.

A positive community influence
Hate-Free TC continues to be
a positive force here. Its Web site
provides a calendar of programs
and events that promote unity.
In October — in response to
hate graffiti at the home of a
black family new to town — it
sponsored a community forum
on hate crimes, bias crimes and
ethnic intimidation. The meet-
ing drew more than 100 people.
“The consensus at the forum
was to start with young
Please turn to p. 3, “With help from...”

ATLANTA — The Center
recently launched its newest
initiative — an innovative pro-
ject designed to promote poverty
law and civil rights litigation and
advocacy efforts.

“Our goal is to support sig-
nificant cases that otherwise
might not be brought,” said Cen-
ter legal director Richard Cohen.
“The SPLC Georgia Litigation
Project will fill some of the gap
created by harsh funding cuts
and severe restrictions recently
imposed on Legal Services pro-
grams. It also will support
important public education
efforts regarding civil rights

tance to poor people in civil
matters. It also changed the
Legal

rules for Services

[“fesres
In recent years, Congress
has reduced its funding of
local Legal Services programs,
which provide free legal assis-

lawyers, tying their hands on
welfare reform issunes and
totally banning class actions

Center expands legal work
with new litigation project

on behalf of their low-income
clients.

The Center invited a trio of
experienced public-interest
lawyers who practice in the
Atlanta area to serve as an over-
sight committee responsible for
administering the Georgia Liti-
gation Project. “All three share
our commitment to justice and
our vision of the law as an
engine of social change,” Cohen
said. “We will rely on their famil-
iarity with the problems in
Georgia and their sense of where
assistance is most needed and
would be most useful.”

The committee’s priorities for

o eietve gt 12°months are welfare

reform matters, access to health
care, public education, police
misconduct, and cases affecting

Please turri to p. 4, “Center expands...”

| | VALDE, Texas — A temper-
ature of 100 degrees in the

shade did not discourage the
Ist-graders dancing on the cov-
ered plaza outside Anthon Ele-
mentary School last May. With
the guidance of their teacher,
Sherry Reddick, the children
eagerly practiced traditional
Mexican dances as part of a new
program funded by a Teaching
Tolerance grant.

Reddick organized the Ballet

4 ?

Children at a Texas elementary school came to

Folklorico Dance Institute to

help preserve the culture of the
students in the predominantly
Hispanic school. After receiving
the grant funds, she and several
colleagues made a trip to Mexi-
co to buy serapes, ponchos, rib-
bons and lace so that they could
create authentic costumes rep-
resentative of the Jalisco region
of Mexico.

“The project was not just
great fun,” Reddick said. “It gave
our children a glimpse of their
history and planted a seed inside

project funded by a Teaching Tolerance grant.

appreciate their culture by learning traditional Mexican dances in a

Children dance their way to
appreciation for their heritage

them to continue to learn about
and express their heritage with
pride and respect.”

The project involved par-
ents, the entire school and the
community. In social studies
and reading classes, the chil-
dren studied Hispanic history,
literature and music. An
instructor was brought in
from the local junior college
to teach the Mexican dances.
Several public performances
brought the Uvalde commu-
nity together to see the
troupe dance.

“The swirling
colors, the lively
rhythms, the pas-
, Sionate music
and stories
stimulated
every imagi-
nation and
heart,”

Please turn
3 A8 fop.5,
“Children

dance...”
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MAILBOX

I am happy to announce that
my wife and I are once again in a
financial position to ask that you
re-enroll us as Friends of the
Center. We very much appreciate
everything for which the Center
stands. As teachers, we have, on
several occasions, been the bene-
ficiaries of the free teaching
materials provided by the Cen-
ter. It greatly enhances our abili-
ties to bring an important mes-
sage to a small part of our
nation’s students.

Please keep the message mov-
ing forward. We are behind you
as much as we can be.

B. P
Clear Lake, lowa
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Thank you, thank you, thank
you! We just received your poster
set and wanted to rush a note of
gratitude to let you know how
beautiful and powerful they are.
We are a small, culturally/ethnical-
ly un-diverse rural community. As
such, our kids will greatly benefit
from the materials, posters and
lesson plan. What a vision you
have given us; what a message we
will now pass on to our children.

S.B.
Red Lodge, Montana

A special thanks for all that
you've done, and all the care,
time, and support that you've
given in the past. Without your
help, no changes would’ve come
as they did. You're a very special
group of people and deserve the
best that life has to offer. Thank
you for your devotion.

R.H.
Alabama prison system

I have heard about your
[Teaching Tolerance] program
and would like to receive your
magazine. I am a 6th grade
teacher in a culturally diverse,
yet gang-ridden, area of San
Jose. As a staff, we have been
teaching tolerance since the
school opened 11 years ago, but
the pressures from the commu-
nity are beginning to have more
effect than we are. Daily I deal
with children going beyond

adolescent name-calling to-

racial slurs. The violence that is
erupting at our K-8 school is at
an all-time high, and we are
desperate to find a solution
before the problem becomes
uncontrollable.
AV,
San Jose, California

I can’t begin to tell you how
proud it makes me feel to sup-
port all your good work — I
only wish it could be more. . ..I
have passed along Teaching Tol-
erance materials to my son’s
teacher and have told the prima-
ry school about your Starting
Small teaching kit in hopes it
will follow-up and request these
marvelous materials from you.
In writing my check, I couldn’t
just send it off without taking an
opportunity to express my deep
gratitude to all of you for the
extremely important work you
are doing. Glad to find your
Internet site.

S.W.
Scituate, Maine

I wish to commend you for
your splendid public-spirited
activity. Intolerance by white
youths is ot only despicable,
but it is also un-American and
totally unacceptable under all
American constitutional provi-
sions and established American
customs of decency. I wish you
much success.

PH.
Lynchburg, Virginia

New film is memorial to girls
killed by Klan in bombing

IRMINGHAM — In Septem-

ber, SPLC Report editor Pen-
ny Weaver represented the Cen-
ter at a special premiere here of 4
Little Girls, moviemaker Spike
Lee’s first documentary. The film
is a moving memorial to the
children killed on Sunday morn-
ing, September 15, 1963, when a
Ku Klux Klan bomb exploded in
Birmingham's 16th Street Bap-
tist Church. The names of Denise
McNair, Cynthia Wesley, Addie
Mae Collins and Carole
Robertson
are included
in the listing
of 40 martyrs
of the Civil
Rights Move-
ment inscribed
in the Civil
Rights Memorial
in front of the
Center’s headquarters building.

4 Little Girls brings to the

screen a riveting account of a
dawning in America. Told
through the eyes of people who
were there — survivors, wit-
nesses, defenders and prosecu-
tors, the film is much more than
a reminder of a tragic moment

DAVID LEE

in Birming-
ham and
civil rights history. Its
poignant story, lovingly pre-
sented by Lee, holds great
potential for healing and gener-
ating new dialogue about toler-
ance, an issue that requires
ongoing attention in today’s
society.

At a press conference the day
of the premiere, Chris McNair,
father of Denise, expressed hope

Filmmaker Spike Lee (left) collaborated with Chris McNair
and other relatives of the murdered children to produce his
moving documentary.

that people will see the film and
have a sense of renewal.
“Nobody is an island, and none
of us can live alone,” he said.
“Even though it happened 34
years ago, it could happen again.
We hope viewers come away
with a feeling of concern for
humankind and life.”

Home Box Office, which
financed the production of the
film, will air 4 Little Girls in late
February.

special Militia Task Force

report on the extremist
background of accused Okla-
homa bomber Terry Nichols
drew widespread media atten-
tion when it was released in
September. Entitled The Sec-

Oklahoma City Bombing, the
24-page report found that
Nichols had been deeply influ-
enced by the ideology of the
Posse Comitatus, a virulently
anti-Semitic group involved in

ond Man: Terry Nichols and the

Second Man gets media attention

a series of deadly clashes with
law enforcement during the
1980s.

Second Man reported that
Nichols employed strategies
popularized by the Posse:
using a phony check to pay off
debts, renouncing his citizen-
ship and claiming exemption
from income taxes. It also
reported that common-law
courts and related organiza-
tions — outgrowths of the
same “sovereignty” movement

that inspired Nichols — were
the fastest-growing part of
today’s antigovernment move-
ment. The Militia Task Force
counted 137 common-law
courts in 35 states since 1996,
up about 40 percent from 1995.

Although Nichols’ lawyer
denounced the report, it was
covered by CNN, CBS News,
ABC Radio, The Associated
Press; the Knight-Ridder news
service, The Village Voice and
many others,
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T asHinGgTON, DC — The
Center is participating
on two fronts in President Clin-
ton’s effort to combat racism
and hate in America. Its Teach-
ing Tolerance project is one of
the “Promising Practices” high-
lighted by the President’s Initia-
tive on Race. And Center Presi-
dent Joseph J. Levin Jr. brought
Center resources to the table
when he joined the President in
his all-out assault on hate
crimes by attending the first-
ever White House Conference
on Hate Crimes on November
10.

“Promising Practices” are

efforts that successfully bridge
racial divides in communities
across America.Teaching Toler-
ance was one of six national orga-
nizations and eight local groups
first recognized by the President’s
Initiative in November.
"~ The announcement of the
first “Promising Practices” fol-
lowed President Clinton’s pledge
to inform Americans about pro-
grams that promote racial rec-
onciliation. They are part of sev-
eral new features the Initiative
on.Race launched on its One
America site on the World Wide
Web (www.whitehouse.gov/Ini-
tiatives/OneAmerica), which
links directly to the Center’s
home page on the Web.

The President’s Initiative on
Race was launched in June as a
year-long effort to create a

Center participates in
Presidential initiative
to counter racism, hate

stronger, more just, and more
united American community.

Getting tough on hate crimes

In connection with his focus
on race, President Clinton
announced at the White House
Conference significant new law
enforcement and prevention
efforts to get tough on hate
crimes. A hate crime is the
embodiment of intolerance —
an act of violence against a per-
son or property based on the
victim’s race, color, gender,
national origin, religion, sexual
orientation or disability.

“It’s important to begin to
treat the issue of hate crimes with
the seriousness that it deserves,”
said Center president Levin. “It
was essential that the President
make this a top priority.”

President Clinton emphasized
his commitment to fighting hate
crimes by including Vice Presi-
dent Gore and top cabinet offi-
cials in the day-long conference.
The day began with a welcoming
breakfast at the White House,
which Levin also attended.

In his remarks, President Clin-
ton said it was vital to enforce
hate-crime laws and to punish
people who violate them. “The
most important thing we can do
is reach these kids while they’re
young enough to learn,” he said.
“Somebody is going to be trying
to teach them to hate. We want to
teach them a different way.”

Leon Uris seeks Center’s help

Leon Uris (right) sought information from Klanwatch director Joe Roy in September when he visited the Center for several days in
the course of his research for his newest novel. Uris, one of the world’s best-selling novelists, is the author of such books as Exodus,
Battle Cry, QB VII, Redemption, and Trinity.

With help from Klanwatch,
Michigan town fights hate

Continued from page 1

children,” said Kye. Conducting a
similar forum for high school
students was also suggested.

“Our Human Rights Com-
mission and Hate-Free TC are
outlining plans to get the Cen-
ter’s Teaching Tolerance pro-
gram in our school system,” Kye
said. “And more forums dealing
with hate, hate groups and com-
munity response will follow.

“UnityFest was only the
beginning,” Kye said. “We're
going to make long-range plans
for how we can keep this a place
where we celebrate unity and
diversity.”

Klanwatch’s Bramblett, who
advised Kye by phone several
times, will travel here in January
to speak at the community’s Mar-
tin Luther King Day celebration.

Whoopstock Unity Festival in Texas
Center materials designed to

counter hate groups have proved

inspirational in other parts of

the country, too. In April, Texas
A&M University held its fifth
annual Whoopstock Unity Festi-
val, a community-wide event
begun in 1993 as an alternative
to a Ku Klux Klan rally. Sheri
Schmidt, the university’s coordi-
nator of diversity education,
credited an October 1991 SPLC
Report article, “When the Klan
Comes to Town,” for providing
the idea for the alternative event.

“After deciding to do it, we
had to get the [university] presi-
dent’s permission,” Schmidt said.
“At first he was reluctant. Then
he read the article and was con-
vinced it was a good idea.”

Whoopstock features perfor-
mances, sports activities, face-
painting and sidewalk art reflect-
ing a variety of cultures — all
with the purpose of unifying a
diverse community. “No one
feels left out at this festival,” said
Karen Collymore, coordinator of
this year’s event. “No one feels
like a minority.”
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‘Center expands legal work

Continued from page 1

the rights of women, minorities
and children. Cases that broadly
affect the rights of Georgians
will receive preference.

“We’re thrilled,” said Lisa
Krisher, litigation director for
Georgia Legal Services and one
of the three oversight committee
members. “There’s such a dearth
of representation in poverty and
civil rights cases here in

The Georgia Litigation Project
will enable Krisher and her Legal
Services colleagues to refer
important cases they are now
prohibited from handling to
experienced and committed
lawyers who will provide high
quality representation for their
poor clients.

“A lot of lawyers are willing to
donate their time,” Krisher said,

the Center’s new project. He
said he hears about civil rights
violations every day — most
outside of the urban Atlanta
area — that should be litigated
but are not because of lack of
money.

“This initiative by the South-
ern Poverty Law Center will pro-
vide a way to fund, not just the
big cases, but a lot of the needs of

individuals,” Martin said.

Georgia. Having this
project will enable more
people to get quality
legal help in important,
high-impact cases.”
Other committee
members are veteran
Atlanta civil rights
lawyers Elizabeth App-
ley and Brian Spears.
Appley serves on the

“We're thrilled. ... Having
this project will enable
more people to get quality
legal help in important,

high impact cases.”

The Center will fund
the new project at
$100,000 each year for a
three-year period. At
least 80 percent of the
funds will support out-
of-pocket litigation
expenses in selected cas-
es, including costs for
research, investigation
and expert witnesses.

board of the Georgia
chapter of the American
Civil Liberties Union, and Spears
has worked with the Center on
Klan-related cases since 1982.
Appley, who practices alone,
knows firsthand the difficulty of
bringing and maintaining a
major civil rights case. It has
become even harder as the
courts have become increasingly
more conservative, she said.
“These cases are more and more
difficult to win, and the ability to
recover reasonable costs is get-
ting worse,” she said.

“but the out-of-pocket expenses
involved in civil rights issues
make it prohibitive to take on a
major case. It makes it difficult
for us to find someone to take
our referrals.” The problem is
particularly acute in the small
towns and rural areas that make
up most of the 154 counties
served by Georgia Legal Services.

E. Ed Martin Jr., chairman of
the Individual Rights Law Sec-
tion of the State Bar of Georgia,
said there is a “crying need” for

Grant funds will not be

a substitute for attorney
fees. Lawyers who eventually
prevail and receive a court award
for their expenses will reimburse
the project. The remaining 20
percent of the project’s funds
will be available for public edu-
cation activities, such as confer-
ences for civil rights advocates or
the production of advocacy
manuals on a specific topic.

“If the project is successful in
Georgia,” says Center legal direc-
tor Cohen, “we plan to expand
the effort to other states.”

entr bhoard of directors

Fél

All members of the Center’s board were present for October’s quarterly meeting. Direc-
tors are Patricia Clark (from left) of Philadelphia; James E. McElroy of San Diego;
Judge Rufus Huffman of Union Springs, Alabama; Frances M. Green of Boulder; Joseph
. Levin Jr., board president; and Howard Mandell of Montgomery.

Mentally ill inmate dies
when treatment is denied

alvin Moore checked into

Kilby Correctional Facility
in January 1996 to begin serving
four months of a two-year sen-
tence for non-violent property
crimes. At 18, he weighed 160
pounds and was “healthy, able-
bodied, mentally and emotional-
ly sound,” according to a lawsuit
filed by the Center.

Less than a month later,

urine on the concrete floor of his
cell. During 26 days of incarcera-
tion, he stopped eating and

drinking, lost one-third of his

body weight, was diagnosed as
“acutely psychotic,” and was
observed drinking his own
urine. As his condition deterio-
rated, his vital signs were
checked only once in the nine
days preceding his death on Feb-
ruary 21, 1996.

Wrongful death lawsuit

On behalf of Moore’s family,
the Center has filed a wrongful
death lawsuit against Correction-
al Medical Services, the private
company hired to provide med-
ical and mental health services to
prisoners in Alabama. The law-
suit alleges CMS doctors and
nurses caused Moore’s death by
failing to provide basic emer-
gency and mental health treat-
ment. The lawsuit also alleges
that policies implemented to cur-
tail the amount and quality of
psychiatric and psychological
care, including medication, given
to mentally ill inmates at Kilby
contributed to Moore’s death.

“Moore’s death is a tragic
example of what can go wrong
when private health care compa-
nies put profits ahead of the sick
people they are supposed to care
for,” said Center senior staff
attorney Rhonda Brownstein.
“Calvin Moore was unable to
move or ask for help, and he
died as a result of the indiffer-

ence and negligence of CMS
doctors and nurses.” CMS is a
private prison health care com-
pany based in Missouri.

‘Fearful, trembling and confused’
According to the complaint,
medical administrators were
repeatedly notified that Moore
was not eating food or drinking

fluids and that he was in an
- Moore’s wasted-and dehydrated. unresponsive state. Two weeks

body lay immobile in a pool of before his death, Moore reported

he had been or was afraid he
would be raped by other prison-
ers. Guards noted Moore, who
had never been in prison before,
was “fearful, trembling and con-
fused” when he made the report.
Fellow inmates reported Moore
was so afraid he stopped going
to meals. A mental health assess-
ment warned that Moore was
psychotic and possibly suicidal.

“A CMS psychiatrist, psychol-
ogist and nursing director
observed Moore the day before
he died,” said Brownstein. “He
was catatonic, immobile and
wasted. His mouth and nose
oozed mucus. They knew he
needed help, but no one both-
ered to give him basic emergency
treatment or follow their own
procedures for treating inmates
who refuse or cannot take food
or liquids,” she said.

Center seeks reform

The Center’s wrongful death
claim is part of an effort to
reform Alabama’s system of
delivering health care to prison
inmates with medical and men-
tal health problems. In March, a
federal magistrate ruled in a
case supported by the Center
and filed by Birmingham lawyer
Gayle Gear that Alabama’s sys-
tem of delivering mental health
services to acutely mentally ill
inmates should be declared
unconstitutional. The ruling is
under review by the federal
district judge.
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New teaching kit draws record-breaking response

ONTGOMERY, Ala.

Within six weeks of its
release, the Southern Poverty Law
Center’s third video-and-text kit,
Starting Small: Teaching Tolerance
in Preschool and the Early Grades,
was requested by more than
14,000 schools and organizations.
This strong response was 50 per-
cent higher than that for the first
two Teaching Tolerance curricu-
lum packages, America’s Civil
Rights Movement and The Shad-
ow of Hate, during comparable
time periods.

The Starting Small package,
which contains a 58-minute
video and five copies of a 250-
page book, is a teacher-training
tool sent free by the Center to
day-care centers, elementary
schools and teacher-education
programs nationwide. Evalua-
tion forms included in the kit
are being returned by educators,
whe indicate the package is a
welcome resource.

A 3rd-grade teacher in Illi-
nois who used the kit in a
teacher-training institute said on
her form: “I think your organi-
zation is fantastic! I teach in a

very diverse school. Your publi-
cations cater to our needs most
effectively. Thank you!”

After reading the book in the
kit, the principal of an elemen-
tary school in Miami was so
impressed he ordered 10 copies
for his staff. On his request he
noted: “I found your book of
great interest with far-reaching
implications. In a diverse cul-
ture such as exists in
Miami, this book
appears to have a
strong grasp of
what is needed to
create a tolerance
environment.”

Teacher-education
training tool

The video-and-
text kit is proving
very popular with
professors of educa-
tion at teacher-

training institutions.

Colleges of education in almost
every state in the nation —
from the University of Massa-
chusetts to the University of
Texas and Oregon State Uni-

versity — have received Start-
ing Small.

A typical response is one
from Dr. Beth Graue at the

University of Wisconsin at
Madison: “As an early childhood
educator, I have struggled to
find materials that help prospec-
tive teachers understand and
enact multicultural education

that is meaningful. Most focus on
food celebrations or imaginary
‘visits’ to far-off lands. I think I
have finally found a tool that can
provide new ways of thinking in
Starting Small. Working from
strong research foundations,
this small book and video show
how tolerance-oriented teach-
ing is possible in a variety of
settings, with diverse and not-
so-diverse populations.”
Before its
release in early
September,
23,500 copies of
the Starting Small
book were ordered
by the National
Association for the
Education of Young
Children (NAEYC)
to be sent in a spe-
cial mailing to a por-
tion of its member-
ship. In a letter
accompanying the book, NAEYC
executive director Marilyn Smith
told the members: “We are
pleased to send you...a book we
feel makes an outstanding con-
tribution to the teaching of tol-

erance and appreciation of
diversity. ...We believe the book
will be highly valued by teachers,
administrators, teacher educa-
tors and others struggling to
make schools and classrooms
safer, kinder, and more equitable
places for children.”

Two free kits available

The first two Teaching Toler-
ance video-and-text kits are in use
in more than 55,000 schools and
organizations nationwide, The
Shadow of Hate kit was re-released
in September and is available free,
one per school, community orga-
nization or university department
upon written request of the prin-
cipal, director or department
chair. The America’s Civil Rights
Movement kit is not available at
this time but is scheduled for re-
release in the fall of 1998.

The Starting Small kit is avail-
able one per elementary school,
child-care center or teacher edu-
cation program upon written
request from the principal,
director or department chair.
Orders on school letterhead may
be faxed to (334) 264-7310.

Children dance their

‘way to new appreciation

Continued from page 1
Reddick observed. “In our own
way, we are promoting tolerance
and accord among our students
and in our community,”
Although a limited number
of children participated in the
pilot program, the Institute
will be expanded each year
until all grades, one through

four, have a dance troupe that

specializes in a different
regional dance. “We will always
be grateful to Teaching Toler-
ance and the SPLC for your
kind assistance and encourage-
ment,” Reddick said. “Without
you, this institute would never
have been established.
{Muchisimas gracias a todos!”

- Grant proposals pour in

The Teaching Tolerance
grants program, which
awards up to $2,000 for K-12
teachers to implement toler-
ance projects in their schools,
was announced in January
1997; Reddick’s was one of
the first grants awarded in
March. By the end of the
summer, 48 projects had been
funded for a total of $67,000.
After the current school year
began, the grants review
committee received and
processed an average of 25
proposals per week. By Octo-
ber 15, a total of more than

for culture and heritage

$100,000 had been distributed
to 80 teachers in 33 states.

Grant recipients have
enthusiastically expressed their
appreciation for the awards:

“We have received your grant
and wish to thank you with
heartfelt appreciation. The
materials this will allow us to
buy will greatly enhance our
ability to teach the Holocaust
with appropriate texts and ref-
erence materials.”

—Arkansas teacher

“I would like to thank you
and your organization for
believing in our organization
SPIRIT (Students Promoting
Integration & Respect, Inspiring
Tomorrow) by awarding us a
grant, We are truly appreciative.”

—Chicago school counselor

“Thank you for your gener-
ous grant that enables us to cre-
ate tri-language videos for our
families who speak Vietnamese
and Spanish. These videos will
enable families to more fully
participate in our ever-expand-
ing multicultural community.”

—California teacher

Projects funded by Teaching
Tolerance grants will be featured
in future issues of the SPLC
Report as well as in Teaching
Tolerance magazine.
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Farrakhan 1

ouis Farrakhan’s visit to

Alabama in September
prompted The Montgomery
Advertiser to solicit commentary
from the Center. Following is an
adaptation of President Joseph J.
Levin Jr’s remarks.

The August 26 issue of The
Final Call, the Nation of Islam’s
weekly publication, reports that
Minister Louis Farrakhan is on a
“grueling ... 80-city National
Revival Tour spreading the
gospel of atonement and recon-
ciliation.” “Minister Farrakhan
storms the East Coast,” the head-
line proclaims. Selma and Mont-
gomery recently experienced the
remnants of that storm,

Candor was not much in evi-
dence. Louis Farrakhan and his
roving band of ministers fre-
quently lapse into conciliatory
rhetoric when it suits their pur-
pose, and it typically suits their
purpose when an event is well-
covered and where some contro-
versy surrounds his appearance.
Those who attended heard a
great deal about reconciliation,
peace and brotherhood. Of
course, Minister Farrakhan qual-
ifies as a practitioner in none of
these arenas. Regardless of his
words of the moment, he always
carries with him a long history
of hate. He is an experienced

purveyor of separatism, racism,

Louis Farrakhan at Monigomery press conference

Between Blacks and Jews, a
Nation of Islam creation that
makes the absurd claim that Jews
dominated the slave trade.

» In April, Farrakhan blamed
Catholics for a series of racial
attacks in Connecticut, continu-
ing a theme from a 1994 speech
in which he said Catholicism “has
been by white people, for white
people to subject black people to
a white kind of theology that
strips us of ourselves.” One of his
disciples has called the Pope an
“anti-Christ” and a “cracker”

= Also in April, in an inter-
view on NBC'’s “Meet the Press,’

homophobia, anti-Catholicism
and anti-Semitism,

View words in context

Many supporters of Louis
Farrakhan, and others who con-
sider themselves objective
observers, would point to those
occasions on which he preaches
peace and seeks dialogue as evi-
dence of an open mind, an
appeasing presence. They would
be dead wrong, A person’s public
words must be viewed in con-
text, and the more accurate
reflection of Farrakhan’s mes-
sage is found in his cumulative
behavior. That behavior is unre-
pentantly ugly.

To hang on Farrakhan’s every
word is to play his game. Open-
ing a dialogue with someone so
willing to talk out of both sides
of his mouth is pointless.

Most of us are familiar with
Farrakhan’s characterizations of
Judaism as a “gutter religion”
and Jews as “bloodsuckers,” but
these commonly known slanders
do not stand alone. Despite his
talk of atonement and reconcili-
ation since the Million Man
March in 1995, his themes of
bigotry persist:

* Bvery issue of The Final Call
ends with a statement of what the
Nation of Islam wants: the estab-
lishment of “a separate state or
territory” for black America, a
“demand for complete separation.”

* The Nation of Islam still
sells such titles as Jews and Their
Lies and The Secret Relationship

Farrakhan reiterated his hostile
views about Jews, Jews, he said,
“exercise extraordinary control,
and black people will never be
free in this country until they are
free of that kind of control, and I
do intend, by the help of God, to
break up that control”

* A flier promoting a May 21
speech by a Farrakhan disciple
on a California college campus
described the speaker as “The
White Man’s Worst Nightmare”;
it advertised tickets as $7 for stu-
dents, $10 for nonstudents and
$15 for “zionists, uncle toms and
other white supremacists.”

+ Less than two years ago Far-
rakhan embarked on a whirl-
wind tour of some of the world’s
bloodiest, most anti-democratic
nations. He lavished praise on
their anti-Semitic, terrorist-sup-
porting leaders and repeatedly
denounced the American gov-
ernment, calling it —in Iran of
all places — “the Great Satan.”

A kindred spirit

While the public may have
been confused by some of Far-
rakhan’s recent conciliatory
statements, other extremists
know a kindred soul when they
see one. William Pierce, the head
of the largest neo-Nazi organiza-
tion in the nation, the National
Alliance, and the author of The
Turner Diaries, a book that
describes how a white suprema-
cist group launches a race war
that ends with the murders of
Jews and minorities, is a case in

point. Pierce has emphasized
that “both the Nation of Islam
and the Alliance are racial-
nationalist organizations, that
both believe that the races must
be geographically separated, and
that both face a common enemy
in the Jew.”

Tom Metzger, head of the
White Aryan Resistance, one of
the most well-known hate group
leaders in the country, pointed to
Farrakhan’s success in the Million

Man March, calling 1995 “a ban-
ner year for racial separatists.”

As [ was writing this piece,
our Teaching Tolerance project
received a telephone call from a
young African American
woman in Minnesota. She
wanted to know what message
we intended by including Far-
rakhan in our 1995 film, The
Shadow of Hate. In it, speeches
by David Duke and Louis Far-
rakhan are juxtaposed as illus-
trative of contemporary bigotry.
The caller said that she had
heard Farrakhan in person
twice. She acknowledged his
anti-Semitic and racist state-
ments, but pointed out that
Farrakhan insists to his listeners
that these remarks have been
misunderstood by his critics.

No apologies offered

I’ll say here what was said to
our caller: How can one misun-
derstand those remarks? They
are clear and unequivocal, Far-
rakhan leaves those remarks on
the table precisely because he
knows exactly how they will be
interpreted. He does not with-
draw them; he does not apolo-
gize for them, he merely

ravels with a long history of hate

attempts to rationalize them,
just as Alabama’s white, racist
politicians did during the Civil
Rights Movement. It’s an old
story with a sordid pedigree.

Those of us who were born
and raised in the South, black
and white alike, know what
racial demagoguery is all about.
We have seen it up close and
personal. It has touched each of
us in different ways. Apartheid
and hate cannot be allowed to
survive in a democratic society,
because if it does, democracy
will fail. It failed here in Alaba-
ma, and we are still recovering
from its consequences.

By the year 2050, the
majority of Americans will be
non-white. Everyone will be a
“minority, “ and “minorities”
will be the majority. It will
take all of our resolve and all
of our goodwill to insure that
our children and our grand-
children do not discover
themselves thrust into a thor-
oughly balkanized society, the
roots of which can be traced
directly to world-class haters
on both sides of the racial
divide, like David Duke and
Louis Farrakhan.
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Center donor Richard Morrisroe: Working for community

AYNEVILLE, AL — Richard

Morrisroe nearly died here
32 years ago in August when
white deputy sheriff Tom Cole-
man gunned him down because
he was a civil rights activist.
His companion and fellow
activist, Episcopal seminarian
Jonathan Daniels, took Cole-
man’s first shotgun blast and
fell dead by the Cash Store,
pushing a black teenage girl
out of danger as he was hit.
Coleman was acquitted of
murder by an all-white jury
just weeks after the shooting
— before Morrisroe’s wounds
had healed enough to allow
him to testify.

In 1965, Morrisroe was a 26-
year-old Catholic priest, the son
of Irish immigrants who had
lived all his life in Chicago. When
Martin Luther King summoned
clergy to Selma, Morrisroe
responded, eventually joining
Daniels in voter registration
efforts in neighboring Lowndes
County.

This past August, Morrisroe
— now a lawyer for the Chicago
Transit Authority — returned to
the town square here for the

Daniels’

Center supporter Richard Morrisroe at Jonatt

dedication of a memorial to
Daniels. He was one of several
speakers who honored the Civil
Rights Movement martyr. He
also visited the Center and its
Civil Rights Memorial, which

ial in Hayneville, Alabama

includes Daniels in its list of
slain Movement heroes.
Morrisroe left the priesthood
in 1972; married a teacher;
became a city planner, a lawyer
and a teacher, and reared a son

address below.
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and a daughter in a unique mul-
ticultural community in East
Chicago, Indiana, where he and
his wife live today. He says his
entire family is committed to
peace, social justice and the bet-
terment of their community.
That commitment is manifested
both in the work Morrisroe and
his family do for the community
and in his financial support of
the Center.

Morrisroe is near completion
of a doctor of ministry degree
from Catholic Theological
Union in Chicago; his focus is
recruiting and training lay peo-
ple to become effective ministers
in the church and in a multicul-
tural society. He also teaches
night courses on peace and
social justice and the history of
religion in America at Calumet
College in Hammond, Indiana.

A high school counselor for
the past 12 years, Morrisroe’s wife
Sylvia — who grew up in Puerto
Rico — works hard to help sec-
ond-tier students, those who
might otherwise get overlooked,
get into quality colleges. On a
volunteer basis, she choreographs
and coordinates a Caribbean

folk-dancing troupe for commu-
nity children, both elementary
and high school. “It’s an opportu-
nity for kids to learn to perform
and do something positive in
their lives;” Morrisroe said.

Last January, their daughter
Sioban spent three weeks in
Alabama volunteering as a tutor
in a rural Lowndes County
Catholic community center.
Sioban is finishing her senior
year at DePauw University where
she is earning a degree in educa-
tion. Her brother Richard
Jonathan — named for Jonathan
Daniels — graduated from
Ambherst and is a banking trainee
in Buffalo, New York.

In their teaching roles,
Richard, Sylvia and Sioban Mor-
risroe each have used the Center’s
Teaching Tolerance materials.

In August, Morrisroe said he
was not reluctant to return to
the scene of the violence that
nearly claimed his life. Over the
years, his assailant, Tom Cole-
man, said little publicly about
the shootings — and he never
offered any apologies. Coleman
died in June of cancer. “I hope
he found peace,” said Morrisroe.

IN MEMORIAM




	Q0000042143
	Q0000042144
	Q0000042145
	Q0000042146
	Q0000042147
	Q0000042148
	Q0000042149
	Q0000042150

