




OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING GENERAL
AMPHIBIOUS CORPS, PACIFIC FLEET

CAMP ELLIOTT, SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA

April 21, 1943

Dear Cousin Jessie:

Yesterday was my 61 st birthday. It was a very
happy one for me. When you receive this letter I shall be away on a
secret mission. No one knows what may happen in this war but whatever
it may be I feel prepared. Life has been full for me.
Mama is still not normal. In her bad days she lashes out at everyone.
The next day she will apologize but what she says in her letters makes
me quite unhappy. In my opinion she will never be wholly normal again.
It is - queer honesty that unstable minds turn towards unfairness and
unkind activities in the direction of those who do not deserve such
things. I realize that her mind is sick and try to accept the situation in a
Christian manner.
Memories of my youth unfortunately do not help me. Ada will visit
(new page)
her cousin in San Francisco while I am ~ay. I hope to return within a
month. Victor has gone to serve. My apprehensions naturally follow but
members ofthe armed services - are expendable- We hope to live
through the dangers. Ada's address is Quarters #1, Marine Corps Base,
San Diego, Calif. My departure is a secret although she knows I am
going Slit she does not know the mission.
Your affection has meant much to me for many years. You and your
loved ones are dearer to me than any save my own immediate family.
Upon my return I will notify you.
Kindest regards to Mr. Smith.

Devotedly
Holland
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