U 8. P.O, 704,

¥rance, March 6th,

Daar Mother:

The mumps have left me altogether at last,
but they won't turn me asloose. I have some faint hope
of getting out tomorrow, as the Doctor told my Texas
roommate to gei ready to take a bichloride bath tomorroe.
Ve came in the same day. I have no desire to overstay
rmy hospitality in the hospital, and have told the
doetor so. I didn't know I loved the army so until I

~was ghut -up-in a room. At the same time things are

very comfortable here and we are probably enjoying
better meals than we will get outside. I do a little
eooking myself sometimes on the stove in our room. TFor
instance, last night I have a bowl of condensed cream
tomato soup, and a couple of eggs which had been boiling
(so the ecook said), but it turned out they had been
boiling in cold water and hence were perfectly raw. 8o
I put the soup on the stove and posched the eggs in the
soup, which made a fine dish. I ordered the same thing
for tonight.

A hospital private (which I used to be not
long ago) has just come in with an armful of wood.
He claims that whoever said s hogpital job was a
"oold brick" job was crazy &n the head. At the same
time he went out singing the 12th Repgiment song (one
of the Colonel's paurticular prides), whichhas words to
this effect.

"We don't know when we're going,

but we're on our way,
Yee'll make a mighty record for

the 12th * A
¥Ye're going to get the Kaiser

by the 12th of May,
We don't know where we're

rgoing, but we're on our way".

The particular date, the 12th of May,
chosen undoubtedly on account of its ability to rhyme
with 12th F.A, will more than likely force the Colonel
to get together another song 'in the mr&r near future.

"Toxas" and myself are furnished with quite
a treat occasionally when we receive a visit from a
corporal asmbulance driver, who hails from Dothan, Alsa.
He went to the front to ret a car and tells his
experiences in a humorous vein that is not to be found
in a man raised in New York City or Posten. His name
is Carrett and he claims an acquaintvanceship with
Durr Drug Co. thru some of its salesmen, Well, ite &
small world of course, as everybody knows.

_ I was sitting up reading some "Tennyson"
(how is that?) two or three days ago - bock furnished
by "Horg" - when "Horg" dropped over to see me (he
was very attentive in the way of furnishing me news
and reading matter) accompanied by Tom Worthington,
another Bat C. boy, and in behind them stirolled Lloyd
Bowers. He has his usual manner of treating the
incident as an every day occurence and his short collar
was sticking out not according to regulations, so0
there was no possible chance of not recognizing him.
He 1s in the signal corps, balloon service, and has
been to the French front. He made himself comfortable
in my room and remained there about an hour, until
the doetor found him and ran him out. He doesn't seenm
to know why he is here.

I have received recently a helmet with some
soap anclosed, and two pair of woolen socks. I wish
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to thank all concerned - you, Little Auntie, Aunt
Sallie and Mrs. Cross, I believe. I don't know whether
the helmet is from you or Cousin Mary. I remember

your writing some while ago that you sent me & helmet

I have not received all the boxes sent me - Cousin
Mary's sewater being among those not received. Resides
the socks and helmets, I have received one fruit cake

box, one Durr Drug Co. box and a box with some Japanese

or Chinese hand warmers. This leaves about three
unreceived as I remember.

T enclose money order for $60.00, which
pleaue turn over to "Cap". I have written him about
same .

Affectionately,

John.



	Q0000012102
	Q0000012103

