12th F.A.
Marech 23, 1918,

Dear Yother:

Tell, we'we potten here, "o front"™. Hikes in rain one day, rode
train 211 night and next day, sleeping anyway possible, hiked apsin end
arrived here sometime during the night or rorning - I know the moon
7B ah;ning. OQur base is & little in the rear and subjeet to preetically
noe danrart\except from the air and we haven't been troubled in that
recard. Hq;;;ér, have seen several air firhts. Enrcuta; our first
climpse of var was & Cerman plene brought down by snti-sireraft cuns =
snd this, I understand, not heppening too freaguently, is auite a trest,
a8 Tar as war roes., - There were appearently four guns firing at the plane
which seemed to be quite unconcerned. The sky was soon literslly covered
#ith burats of shsells, which came closer sand closer Lo the target.
Finally, it commenced to flop more or less like & bull bat shot in one
wing., ¥e 1list it on the horizon - snd so it may have landed without
serious injury to ite oecupsnts (I don't doubt but that you are glad
tc know of this possibility).

I ren seross VandeBraff hsre - we are in different regiments
snd he had left before. We stood on a hill under the moonlight last
night, listening to & continuous rcar of cannon, and watchinge the sky
line flash with lirht and hearing the buzz of airoplanes. Beyond ques=-
tion, it was fascinaiing - to such esn extent that thoughts of"making .
the world safe for Demoerary” had to he summoned es & legitimale sxcuse
for snjoyinc- the sitvation. "Varg's®" remark significantly, "Its & fer
ery to Alabame, I mean to say, whe would have theurht it".

The enlisted men seem to he enjovine thines. In passing I hear
remarks on this order "Puddy I reckon the rain'll be here pretty soon”.

"How come?", "Don't you hear that thunder".



Of eourse wes hsavent been in the thiek of things yet. BRut I hope
tc be able to say somsthing sbout that in my next letter. The best
we'we done is to pass along roads in the fire zone.

I think we'll ha e opportunity to see thinge. Its far from a
fdead” sedtor. I could mention names in walking distence that you
wouli recognize without trouble.

Lest mail was fr-m Bason, date March 3rd. Address still
12th Fohe ot & 7

Love to everybody.

Jdohn.
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