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Dear Yothsres

%o've made snother country. This time its hepoy Belgiume
The hospltality ve receive knowa no bounds. This country, at losst the
part ws are in, heen't suffored ae has Horthern Franmee, snd the pecple
have soms molieat maans ol cslebration. I have & room 1o myeslf »ith &
Belgisn family and am moat comfortable, with & fine feather bed, and
warm stove. The [iret night we roached here the Madome propsred me
a delightful supper of potutoss snd han mnd sslad ant Iresh nilk, sad
when I sxpressed ny apprecistion, she remarked with a glow of happinecss
in her face "That wouldn®s I de¢ for vou Amsricans®.

As we oroased the border between Franee and Belgium, we
passed bereath a bammer sirstohed across the road between two pine
treecs with something lirme Xmas lecorations or ithom. On tle Laonner wes
spritten in BEngilsh "To the sons of the true fresdom™, Prom ihere on
it has been a rather gloricus celsbrations I%m afraid feor ny part,
that I vill grow rmore homssiok with celsbrations and goace, and wetchw
ing the Rhims than »ith war., But its cortsinly o rare 'privilege te
witneas the bappiness of thess psople.

_ There ia & dance going on tonight vith our bemd plaving.
Some ol our boys moy net have gona to sore of the Soldiprs Rest Rooms
that I hove read sbouls miers instruction ls given by sutiful young

women in dencing anl %they msy not hop about quite quickly onough for

the Belglen girls, but they oan*i be worriedi by such mere trifies.
On with the ismaai Ths first dance here in four yesrs sad over.

Internlission: We have beon on the move for seversl deys
since ihis was sturied. ¥e now reat in Luxemberg. Tho total popula-
tion of the Duchy of Luzemberg ls 550,000, so I am told, snd the
size of the army 280 - I don"t know how meny gemerals. You can see
from thies thet Luxerberg wasn't in position %o say very nuch when the
Garmansmerched thers isn 1914, They all spesk German, some speak
Franch snd in the City of Lumenmberg, “nglish is spoken guite freely,
1 hear. The people hers ore praotieally all pro=allys They have
eslebrated guite exiensively in the City of Luxemlerg.

I am most fortunately billited hers, in faet, T would say
the vest plase im this littls villagse,. Hy roommste 1s ny Hontsna
friend, Pilrely. One girl im the farily - shich consiets of & moiher
and beyes and zirls in their twonties on down = apeakas French, having
lived In Paris. Belng amon: poepls now who spesk Germen almost 3
sltogether, Fronch seeps slmosi like my nstive tongue, Ploking up &
word of Pronch hare eni Lhere se I have, I am w#raid thet ny convere
sation coull herdly be taken ss & modsl of gremmar. Still, boling
with suck o hospiteble Tamily as I an with, I hawve meo trouble in
setiing my nseds attenied %o in & mest luxurious manner - in Taot,
instead of ever asking for snything %o bve dene, I have %o sonstently
ask thom not to try %o 4o 8o rmoh, : :

The seather 1s cool, but winter ia probably later thss usuel
8t11l we sre having plonty of ics, but its not bed st 8ll, shen it
dossn't rain. A hike, on & vlear cool day thru this country, uwnieh ie
ususlly very pretiy, is very enjoysble - unless an insyactor cores
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arcund, perhaps, sltegether, since srrnisties has besb daglared, ny iime
hos veen spent moat interestingly. Te huave gone back te e many
dgetails of ponco time soldiering, shich makes consllerabls work for

us, for although we muy even perhaps call curselves vetorsans of the
war, carisianly ss fer ea Aroricsms arse conoerned we are nearly all
grasn in the many detalls of & pesco-tims oparsiion.

I bave recaived recently latiers fronm Stanhope sad Kete and
from you and Cliff. The latest news wss that you had volunteersd to
nurse the inlluenzs otses at eamp. The youn: men who come under vour
cere are cortainly most fortunste. It wasn't a surprise to hear that
you hsd volunteered for this work, snd I cen only hope thut you kesp
wells Ita a rather curious twist of fate that place ell the risks on
FOU D08e ;

It seems thet Father is woeried sbout the roney I have sent
dome by the YoM Culs, end my liborty bonds. T have ssnt in an invoee-
tigetion asbout the Y, Monoy, sndi it #ill proYably raseh hems in tho
sourse of time. The Yul.0.4, probuably dosan't possess 1n fts personnel
& graat quantity of businessmon. The Literty Bonds will slsc rossh
thers 1n the courso of time I think. Mo slso wrote mo that I should
esble hinm sfter emch fighty I hsd been inm., This wss aboeolutely
imposaible to do, s ve were mEaR never in contact with the means of
cemmunigations I tried to zet & gable thru the day of the armistioes,
but couldn’t meke I%te I alsc haven't written home e frequently as
should heve beern the case In the past two montha, I son't say thut
it was ismpossible for me to have written more, bt 1t was the next
thing to the impossible. I have writien lottors and lost then
becsuss we were for several days out o touch with the nall depariment
and I for a great part ol the time was out of toueh with most every=-
thinge I have lost prectieslly o1l personsl Loscsesalions exoept what
I had packed up and stored away long agos. However, with ithe help of
a friend here and o friend thore, I now meke s gragantable sppesrance,
though by no means o dashing spremrance. I remember on ene of my
last lisison jlobs, when I wae coversd with mud and whiskers and
ragged elethss, having run inte sone neatly groomed stufl officer -~
e Lts Colonsl ~ who wanted %o z0% some informniisn fros noe He later
ssked our Major who that regged 7oung oflicer wes. We being so
unfortunate ss to have had two liaison officers killed in tho sanme
drive, the mejor replied *Thats ny only remaining lisison officer®.
Thereupon the staff officar raplied "0h, that's diflsr=nt",

_ If vou happen to know any of Lt. Sankey*e pecple at home, yo
con tell them for me that he 1z woll krown in the regiment as sa
officer with 411 sorts of nerve, evon though he has boen with us &
eomparstively short while, : =

If I can geather up the eitstion that our division has
reosived and 1t is pernitted, I -will try to ssni them to you cometimes.
Our objsct now is to Lo first in pence = also (i€ our frisnds in
the "Rainbow® will pernit me to weite this wven to my fapily) I have
roceived soveral of the papers vou sent. Jome war news therein is
very smusing - ani some things &re- vory trues %e relieved the
"Rainbow® in ocur last drive of the war, having come dirsotly without
rest fron ancther fronte. Dots weras avon made as to the pouslbility of
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an advance in that sector at that particular time. I forget exactly
how meny miles we weni the first day of the attack. The lecast of my
worrles 1s that the Alebsmsa regiment will get the glory back home,
they heve won & right to this privilege and to all that the people
can give them. A

-Some dsy, however, I think I will teke & little time off
and write up our division. It hardly ever in press dispatches gets
an acourate write up. Even the 8tars & IEIFEX Btripes, which is
supposed to know something ol the srmy, in ziving the various sttacks
that different divisions had bsen in, entirely forgot the faot that
we were in the second battle of the Merne. And I have freguently
seen in print, whemeother divisions were mentioned ass having taken
places thut we ourselves had tsken. There seems to have been some
doubt even ae to who took "Blare Mont" the stronghold on the
Campegne front. Gen. Foch on that occasion spoke of us in his
citation s "Thet Blorious American Tivision, who made possible the
axtensive advance on that front'.

In regard to sendinc Xmas boxes, I hope ell of you and .
Aunt Lize will forgive me for not sending in the necessary card. But
I had seen where ithe package had to leave belfore Nov. 20th, and I
d1dn't get & card until 1% was too lats to send one in, beinz on the
front and pot having much time to investigete such thinge. And
besides the various prescriptions as to size and welight I thought
would preve too nerve-racking. - -

My love to everybody.
Affeotionntely,
John,
I wrote & letter the day armistics was signed, suppose 1t reached yolUs
The young lady In the family here sends vou an embreace.
0.X.

dno« % Durr, Jr.,
2nd L. 12th P.A.
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