Peo. 19, 1918.
Jermany.
‘Pear Familys

Xmae hes slmest slipped up on Be without my Enowing 1t. My
pirthday played the sume trick on we, due %o the legl ihst I didn't
know oxeseily sbhat day the 7ih wsa., I would be » wonderful Xmsa %o
spond at home, Lut maybe, 1£ I wers there I woull collapes under sud
luxury. As it ia, I'11 tske = look el the Rhlne anl & 2setle er so
ir the 4distanoe and think ef this unuesusl opportunity that is nine
of ssoins ths world,

T2 ercesedl 4he Rhine on Friday the 13tk eni the buneh in
front of me got stuek In the mud directily alter orvseing the bridge.
This separazted me Ly soversal houras - sll night beura = fros the
rest of the column, and 5 1% wes reining end & little cool and I wee
not informed veory delinitely of our desiinetlon, I uss beginning %o
have very little use for Friday the 13%h~ But the lcurney finsdly

anded snd 1% appenrs ihal we sre nos nore or less dolinitsely lecnted
in thie vicinity. It is & tows of sbout four thousand populaticn,
~and gooa by the pame of Homnegen {or spyroximately thst) is on tha
panke of tho Rhise and about 20 miles Tfror Coblents. Tisra is no
sxolitenent hars - abaolutely none. In Onot, I sxpect %o apond several
vary quiet zonthe here ~ in eplto of what Me, Daker heo hal to ooy

in regard to ibe retura of troope. I have jJust moved i:ic now
guarters, zad basve what night be oslied ths meterdsl Goilfort of

bhomes Its o nest and very clean room with & good bed wnl all neoe-
esaary 2onvenisnces, in ene of the best looking homee here. Besldes
the bed reoom, I have the use of 5 sitting room with ocuriairse snid
suoh, that are very plossing to the eyey, mnd sll sorte of s0lt sofas
te ait uwpon. S¢ far ss I have observed ithe only coocupsnts of the
bouss are o groy-halred gentiemen mnd hde sife, of uges sonewhers in
the sixties, and both spparontly very reflined sad plossant. The
1ittls ledy wbo seams (o be both nimble-b@died and alert-sinted,
sppeers to bo Anterdsied in us - mysell ond snother licutensnt by
the neme of OGeorge, who alac hes a room there and interested in
saoing thsl =@ zre comferialle..

It wae quite o hike wo made frorm the front lines to here. I
don't know how {ar, but you oan measure for yoursslves, nakiag due
cllowsnoes lor curves and rountalns, ¥e mere op ihs front when
arzistice was «igeed, somewhsre or ihe Yeuse net very fer L{rom Sedan.
The sxsot name ol the town was Yomegs Br way of interruption, I
went down as liason uith the iInfantry for w 11ttle night party on
the Meuss, the nisht bafore the oassstion of hostiliticas - we
fired our lsst berrage {snd it wns & protiy good one) that ndghi.
The Jermans returned the fire snd nlse zracted us with ihres ep
four shelle the next day - net nmeny. 7o romsiped arcunt the town
of Yoneg until about the 17th Wov. sni then pulled out for our hike,
a part of the army of cocupation.

4s I have sald, thore is not s grost desl 23it%h which te
smuse onessli here, and so far souserent, or lack of armaorent - ws
have = acheduls ol drilis and such which cover ils day very well.
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¥e dine in o Gurmsn house - the ofiicers of our battery - on oup

our ruticns, thore belng none sith exception of such delicmoies ng
Zeuer Krout, to Lo hat Jronm inhabitenta, snd ne comndsosrise a8 yoi
te bring vp Americasn deintles. But its ehine we ont out of and
table cloths we oul upom. And thers's angiher iuxary yet of shieh

I keve not apoken = a pasl soaking hot buth, from & natursl hot agring
te s hed when desired, for Belf & mark - and & nerk's not much thess
days. TUhen we firet rsashad Germany, 80 narke wors balng given in
exzharge for 100 francs. Yow, ita 140 mepks for 100 frances. One
dellar ie worth 24.45 franes, sal sc vou san Pigure the mhels thing
out in sn idle momant.

Theats about slle I have recsived letiers writien two or
thres days sfter srmietios, I repeat $hat I endesvored %o onble and 3
aF vary sorry that I oould nots I have hesrd of Yande Grall
iniireootly and 14 seaps thet 32e he hen thoroughly resupersted from
the wound reosived on ihe Champsgne front snd e anjeying s leave
st soms fashionsble plaoe. .

I sm on gusrd toright and am not houoed in that confertabls
room of shich I aspeoke, Lus in & room that, to be falr, ic pathop
scolse And we I reckon I had batter throw o fow blankets sround
mysell - uwlisliing sll, every ona, & ROrry, merey Imaes, in epite of
the fest thet ny wishes, as this lottsr goas, will aprive teo lute,
atill, may vou re0olve ny wish shesd of this iﬁam&pk
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dm snclosing w sosount o tho setions of the Snd Piviaion,
#hich hns besn dlstrivuted. This srilsle Fou Zay have seen. It is
teken Trom H.¥e Times and Baltimers Sun of Hove 17%h. It 12 on the
w ols very sgcurste,

I den't know eny of the powse of the worid. ¥o don't got JEPerE.
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