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MSD 512 HMasonic Temple Building

: Birmingham, Alabama
OARL W. BEAR & A. M. CATES, Jr. ot 15, a8

Honorable Chauneey Sparks
Governor=-Elect of Alabama
lMiontgomery, Alabama

Dear Sir:

The enclosed resolution, signed by & number
of leading Negro citizens of Birmingham, will acquaint
you with a number of the immediate problems facing Negroes
in their desire to more effectively serve the nation’s
war effort in the field of production.

We are hopeful that you will use your influence
and high office to correct this unhappy picture of job-
training discrimination which 1is so greatly out of har-
mony with the need for skilled workers for our State's
W A HARE TR a8 T R s s et L TN e e e e s

We would appreciate a reply from you on this

matter at your earliest conveniencs.

Very respectfully yours,

®
L}

We H., Hollins, Chairman,

CITIZENS COUEITTEE OXN
WHH/leb JOBS AND TRAINING
Enel,



S : ’ December 4, 1942

RESOLUTION

Whereas, Thousands of Negro men and women now un-employed or employed on

non-essential jobs are able and eager to obtain training to qualify them-
selves for skilled and semi-skilled work in the vital war industries, and,

Whereas, On November 9th, the heads of four major war agencies (Paul V.
_McNutt, Chairman, War Manpower Commission; Donald M. Nelson, Chairman, War
Production Board; Frank Knox, Secretary of the Navy; and Robert P. Patlerson,
Acting Secretary of War) jointly issued a statement urging war contractors
abide by President Roosevelt's Executive Order 8802 and cease pragtices of
diserimination on the basis of race, color, creed, or national origin in the
hiring of war workers, and,

Whereas, the need for skilled workers will be greatly increased with the
opening of the Becthel-lcCone-Parsons Airplane Modification Plant which will
employ 17,000 men and women, and, g

Whereas, the federal government through the United States Department of Ed=-
ucation in cooperation with the state and local Boards of Education and Voca=-
tional Education has provided unlimited funds for the establishment of pro-
grams of training to instruct men and women in the skills necessary for pro-
duction jobs in war industries, and,

Whereas, Only a token opportunity has been extended to Negroes to acquire:
this training, only 606 Negroes having been trained in the whole state as
over against some 6000 white workers, and in Birmingham only 100 Negroes
have been given training for skilled jobs in but four trades while 4,000
white men and women have been trained in a dozen different skills, and,

Whereas, lir. E.R. Plowden, State Director of Vocational Education has an-
nounced that even the existion opportunities for training Negroes is to be
soon discontinued, and,

Therefore, be it resolved

That, we the undersigned citizens urge upon the city, state, and national
training authorities to continue the training of Negro workers in those
courses now offered and to take immediate steps to increase and equalize
the opportunities for Negro men and women ito receive training for skilled
work in war production industries, and

Be it further resolved, that,

We urge local industrialists to fully cooperate with the Vocational Training
Authorities, the local USES, and the War Han Power Commission in a program
to hire trained Negro defense workers and speed the up~-grading of Negro
skilled workers, to meet the manpower needs 0f the area and as a solution

to the employment problem of Negroes who constitute 38% of the population of
our €Citx.
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CITIZENS COMMITTEE ON JOBS AND TRAINING

Mr, James Kelly Bxalted Ruler
Jones Valley Lodge,IBPOEW

Dr, James E. Jackson, Jre
Southern Negro Youth Congress

President W.,A, Bell
Miles Memorial %11» ge

Mr.C.J. Greene )laaager
Atlanta Life :nauranes Comp any

~ Atty. AJD. Shores

Mr W.E. Shortridge,Director
Shortridge runeral Home

il Rﬁ”hDd’« ?hm pson, Pastor
. 16th St. Baptiﬂ Church

Mr.H.D. Coke,Publicity Direttu‘,

Booker T.JWashington Insurance Cos

Rev, W.L, Cash, Pastor
First Congre ga%i onal Churech

Mr. Moton Grey,Commander
Birmingham Ghaptﬁr,ﬁnerman Legion

: DreB.W, Tagg&“

National Assocciation for the Advanst-;

ment of Colored Peepla

Reve GoHoward Levant, Pastw
First Baptist ﬂhnreh Pratt eitr?

RevVe Jdeo Co Perry,lpissopal Churhh

Mr, Oscar W. Adams,Supreme Chancellor
Enights of Pythiana

Mre. Robert Durr,;éitar,
The Weekly m

Hr. Emory Jack son xditor,
The Birmingham Jorid

Hre AsG. BastonManager

Smith Wm{ Home
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Mr.S. J. Bennett nma.gcr
North Caroclina Lita Ine
surance Company

Er.L.8. Gaillard

Mr.W.S. Randall
Acipico Y.H.C QZA .

Mr, L.H, Britt,Organier,
American Federation of
Labor

Mr, Bob Williams,
Savory Cafe

8.Le Bell,Protective Life
Insurance cmpamr

Mr. Ebb cex,spoeial Repra-
sentative 0 ¢I404
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