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ANS'O .

~ W. BEAR &A. M. CATES, Jr.

Honorable Chauncey Sparks
Governor~Elect of Alabama
Montgomery, Alabama

Dear Sir:

512 Masonic Temple Building
Birmingham, Alaba~a

December 10, 1942

The enclosed resolution, signed by a number

of leading Negro citizens of Birmingham, will acquaint

you with a number of the immediate problems facing Negroes

in their desire· to more effectively serve the nation's

war effort in the field of production.

We are hopeful that you will use your influence

and high office to correct thi~ unhappy picture of job-

training discrimination which is so greatly out of har-

, mony with the need for skilled workers for our state's

war industries.

We would appreciate a reply from you on this

matter at your earliest convenience.

Very respectfully yours,

-Mf~
W. H. Hollins, Chairman,

WIllI/leb
Encl.

CITIZENS CO~n~ITTEE ON
JOBS AND TRAINING

"



.. ..,..~-
December 4, 1942

RES 0 L UTI 0 N

Whereas, Thousands of Negro men and women now un-employed or employed on
non-essential jobs are able and eager to obtain training to qualify them­
selves for skilled and semi-skilled work in the vital war ~ndustries, and,

Vihereas, On November 9th, the heads of four major war ggencies (Paul V•
. McNutt, Chairman, War Manpower Commission; Donald M. Nelson, Chairman, War
Production Board; Frank Knox, Secretary of the Navy; and Robert P. Patterson,
Acting Secretary of War) jointly issued a statement urging war contractors
abide by President Roosevel~'s Executiv~ Order 8802 and cease pra~tices of
discrimination on the basis of race, color, creed, or pational origin in the

_ hiring of war workers, and,

Vfuereas, the need for skilled workers will be greatly increased with the
opening of the Becthel-McCone-Parsons Airplane Modification Plant which will
employ 17,000 men and women, and,

Vfuereas, -the federal government through the United States Department of Ed­
ucation in cooperation with the state and local Boards of Education and Voca­
tional Education has provided. unlimited funds for the establishment of pro­
grams of training to instruct men and women in the skills necessary for pro­
duction jobs in war industries, and,

Therefore, be it resolved
That, we the undersigned citizens urge upon the city, state, and national
training authorities to continue the training Q~ Negro workers in those
courses now offered and to take immediate steps to increase and equalize
the opportunities for Negro men and ~O, en to receive training for skilled
work in war production industries, and

Be it further resolved, that,
We urge local industrialists to fUlly cooperate with the Vocational Training
Authorities, the local US~S, and the War Man Power Commission in a program
to hire trained Negro defense Vlorkers and speed the up-grading of Negro
skilled workers, to meet the manpower needs·of. the area and as a solution
~~tJ2m of Negroes who constitute 38:1& of the popUlation of

~~-~1~1&.i~10~~.~'e.....



CXTURNS OOMMIl'TBI ON JOBS AND TRAINING

--

JIr .s. J Benn t t Manager
crt,h Carolina. LIfe In­

JJurane$ .aomp,~

Mr.L. • Gaillard

Jlr..W. • Randall
Aclp1~o 1',)4.0 .A.'
1Ir. L.H. Br1tt,Organ~r,

American Federat.ion ot
Labor

Itr. Bob WIlliams,
Sa..-ofy Oate

.L. $ell,proteot1ve Lite
~n$urance Oompany'

Itr. b Oox,Feolal Repr8­
sen."tlve e.l.0r.H.D. Qok~,Pub1ioityDire-ctor.

Booker 'r.Washington Insurance C,o., .,

Bev. W.L. c:ashtPastor
First Congrega 10nal Church

1Ir. Jarne Kelly, .laalted Ruler
.JOl'UfS Valley LOdge,UPOIW

Dr, .Tame .I. Jackson. J't'-.
SDuthem Negro Youth Oongress

'residen$ W.A. Bell
»11e8 RemQrlal a_lIege

Kr.O.J. Gr.eene.Manage~
Atlanta L1Insurano'Ef Oompauy

Attl'_ A.D. Shore.'

.Mr.W &. Shortridge.Director
hort,ridge Fun~ral Home

, it6V.p.r. ~omp$oll.' Pastor
16th st. Baptist Ohur¢b:

fl.r••oton. Grey.,Qommander .
Birmingha. Qhapt~r.Amerl¢a~L~8i~

J) l". •W. Ta.ggar\'
National Assooiat.ion 101" the Advane.e­
ll~nt of GoloTed People

•
Rev ~ G· ltoward L:evat).t,Paator .
First. Bpptlst Ohu~ch,Pratt City

,

.Rey. J. e. Perry ..Bpi copal Chur,
,

.1". Oscar W. Adams,Supreme Ohancellor
Xnlght 0 f Pytblans

~

Mr. Robert Durr.Sditor.
'The Weekly Revl j8w

Kr. 01"1' Jack sont ditor.
The Birmingham Wcr-ld

IIr. A..G. Basto J4ana.ser
8mi th . Gaston Funera.l HOrrle
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