Alatbama Polptechnic Tnstitute

EXTENSION SERVICE

ALABAMA POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE AND UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE CO-OPERATING

Auburn, Alabama,
July 20, 1931,

Honorable B, M, Miller,
Governor of Alabama.
My dear Governor Miller:

Through the members of the Extension Service Staff,
both white and colored,we have been in very intimate touch from
its very inception with the situation which developed around Camp
Hill and Dadeville.

Two or three of our best Negro County Agents,having

the confidence of both white and colored people in that area, have -

been working diligently with the Negro farmers, looking after their
regular work, but at the same time meking a special effort to quiet
the people down, urging them to put away their guns and calling
their attention to the fact that they are badly mislead by these
communistic representatives.

We are following this same policy through our white
workers among the white people.

It seems that two of these communist leaders, a white
man and a Negro, covered this area and distributed the foul liter-
ature , and then disappeared. & copy of a sample of the type of
literature distributed is inclosed for your information.

We are following up the references in the last para-
graph of this letter in Birminghanm.

In all of this work we have made no show, amd given
no publicity to our efforts. We have done this type of work in a
number of other instances in the past and on several occasions we
have discovered the situation in time to prevent a conflict between
the races.

We just wanted you to know of our efforts and to also
make ourselves available to you, always, for serviee in such in-
stances.

Due to the type of our work and the confidence which
our workers usually hold intimetdy with the rural people we have
a very unusual opportunity to render important public service
along these lines,

Sincerely yours,
f. K‘ W,

L. N. Duncan,
LND:J, Director.



FARMERS OF SOUTH FIGHT STARVATION %
APPEAL BY COMMUNIST PARTY.

Two ears of corn and 11 people to feed ! This is the condition of one
family of eroppers in northern Alabama as reported by the Re@ Cross.
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This is an exceptional cawe. According even to the figures of the Alabama Stale

Department of Agriculture there are todey in the state at least 35,000
families no better off.

150,000 men, women, end children of Alabama are being slowly murdered
by starvation and the State and counties have not appropriated one single
ecent for direet relief of these starving thousands. As for the Red Cross,
this putrid organization which thrives and grows fat on the starvation of
little children, "reports™ these conditions- and does nothing, Or vhen
forced to by the farmers themselves as in Arkansas, generously gives the
sum of 51,19 a month to each family, if the family is lucky .

Parmers of Alabama and of the whole south- both white and Negro
farmers: The time has come for action ! OQur families are being tor-
tured, murdered by degrees, from lack of bread. And while we starve, the
bankers, the big landlords, the supply merchants and fertilizer houses
who hold our notes and contracts grow fat on our misery. These people for
whom we slave year in and year out will not help us. The county government,
which we keep up by our taxes, will not help us. The State Govermment,
owned bpdy and soul by the big bankers and mill and mine owners, together
with the biggest of the landlords will not help us. llone of them will
éift a finger to help us hold off starvation unless we can farce them to

o it.

The farmers of Arkansas point the way, They were starving and they
refused to starve ! They organized together and in an armed march of 500
men and women, white and colored, they got relief. Every farming community
in the south where there is hunger and want can and must do the same thing.

Farmers of the south: The communist Party, the party of the
workers in the towns and the croppers and poor farmers in the country,
calls on you to organize and fight for real relief. Call mass meetings
in each township and on each large plantation. Set up farmers Relief
Councils at these meetings. Organize hunger marches on the towns to
demand Tood and clothing from the supply merchants and bankers who have
sucked you dry year after year. Organize mass demonstrations before the
county courthouse to demend Work or bread from the county government.
Join heands with fthe unemployed workers of the towvns and with their
organizations which are fighting the same battle for bread.

Organize end start the fight against starvation now ! VWrite the
Communist Party, Box 1813, Birmingham, Alabama for more information and
adviece and how to organize and start the fight,.

Communist Party, U.S.A. Distriet 17
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READ THE SOUTHERN WORKERS,
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¥ Alabana Polyteehnic Institute
Aubmrn, Alabams
®ffice of the President

BRADFORD KNAPP,
PRESIDENT

July 21, 1931

Governor Be M. Millex
State Capitel
Montgomery, Alsbsma

Desr Governor Miller:

1 an very glad to see that Director Duncan has
written to you sabout the effort being put forth to quiet
down the communistie activities in Alsbema. This foree
of workers has long had experience in deasling with this
kind of a situation., I know that we can depend entirely
upon the faithful negro extensiocn workers o do their
part in instrueting the rural negre pecple along right
liness Their loyelty is unguestioneds The white county
agents are also wonderfully capasble along these lines,

No one can understand guite the extent and
effectiveness of the campaign which thisg institution has
carried out during the past year in which we have all
participated but in whieh the extension workers under
Director Duncen have done & major portion of the work.
Todey there are nmore gardens, more food and more supplies
to help sustein the Temilies in this stete than at any
other period not even excepting the pedied of the World
War.

In a conference in my office yesterday the
Extension Serviece outlined & campaign for fall gardens
end we mede resolutions to help pecple in mill villages
and in towns in the fall garden campaign. We are particularly
anxious about ercppers on lends, We have some plans regarding
Plantetion owners end their ability to help safeguard their
own negro femilies, I wanted you to know this in order
that you might understand that thies institution is proceedw
ing to do its dead level best under ell cireumstances to
serve the states
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: ByxdBord Knsgpp,
BK/d : ‘érﬁsident.
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