THE WEATHER: Many
old-timers are calling this
the latest Spring—or Sum-
mer—in a long, long time.
Except for a brief spell of
hot days auore than a
month ago, it has been
coolish right on up to now.
The excess of rainfall is
considerably more than
usual and the freguency
of the rain-storms and
showers has kept the
mercury consisiently low
for this time of the year.
Straw hats are only now
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STORY OF THE WEEK:
““Adolph Hitler and Benito
Mussolini” will continue o
live in name and spirit at
the Philadelphia zoo. But
they wouldn't like it this
way. Keeper Roger Ton-
ant says that two new-
born offspring of the zoo’s
pet skunks are the victims.
= They'll be the unfortunate
Fannin's heirs to the names of Eu-
Radio Station WSFA rope’s two ex-dictators.
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DEAF GANG: Several of you have asked us to be sure and
let you know what happened back home on V-E Day ... So
we’ll do exactly that ... As we wrote you last week there
was a false report or two a couple of weeks ago ... Then the
news—the real news—reached Montgomery along about 8:30
in the morning of last Monday; and was immediately flashed
over the air by WSFA ... While the news service made clear
that the announcement had not come from the White House in
Washington it was accepted as being a true report ... And
everyone knew the war in Europe was ended.

For several hours Monday morning Montgomery, along with
the rest of the nation, expected a momentary announcement
by President Truman himself to make it official ... However,
it was not until mid-afternoon that word came that the Presi-
dent would speak at 8 o’clock (Montgomery time) the next
morning ... In the absence of word direct from the President,
Montgomery’s pre-arranged V-E Day plans were not put into
effect although some several stores downtown, upon hearing
the first report, closed for the day.

With the broadcasting of the proclamation by the President
at 8 Tuesday morning, all downtown business ceased, whistles
blew, church bells tolled, sirens scunded, the serving of alco-
holic drinks was suspended for 24 hours, most offices closed,
and flags were hung out all over town ... The day was one of
quiet, family-type rejoicing ... No whooping it up, no rowdi-
ness, no paper showers ... The attitude of your hometown was
one of sincere thankfulness that it is all over in Europe ...
and an equally sincere realization that bloody fighting on that
very day was taking place in the Pacific sectors ... We think
all of you in Europe -.. and all of you in the Pacific ... and
all of you everywhere ... would have been proud of your
townspeople and their actions on V-E Day ... Not that every
heart was not filled with unbounded joy at the great victory
... Net that everyone did not feel a sense of bursting pride at
your achievements ... But everyone was holding back ...
Holding back until Complete~-V-Day arrives; and all of you
and all of us can celebrate together!

* * b *

VE LEAVE” ... Pfc. Charles McGlynn ... Brid. General Charles Barn-
well, Jr. ... Cpl. William H. Hackney ... Frank Tripp, Jr. ... Lieut.
Patrick D. Fleming ... Sgt. Robert M. Herring ... Edwin Spencer ...
Sgt. William B. Farmer ... S. S. C. Alvin S. Compton ... Capt. Grady
Goodson ... Lieut. Richard Arrington ... Pfe. Christine Smith ....
Douglas McQueen.

* £ * *

AROUND THE TOWN ... Twenty acres adjacent to Cram-
ton Bowl is secured by the city to be used for recreational
purposes as part of the long-range plan to more than double
the city’s play-grounds and recreation parks ... Gov. Chaun-
cey Sparks appeals to the Federal Government for immediate
allocation of materials, labor and matching funds for badly
needed road construction in Alabama and other southern
states ... The Governor wrote in response to an invitation
from Edward D. McKim, chief administrative assistant to
President Truman to present to the President through him
any problems confronting the state ... Said the Governor at
his press meeting, “The President’s approach to the problems
of the states is the most promising I have known” ... Central
Alabama’s new stockyards, the Capital Stockyards of Mont-
gomery will have its formal opening May 29 ... This is one of
Montgomery’s first postwar projects ... Hoke L. Vandigriff
is president, L. C. Henley is vice-president and general man-
ager; the new stockyards costing some $200,000 has been doing
a brisk business in cattle and hogs even as it is being com-
pleted ... It is located on Furnace Street, just off the old Bir-
mingham highway in INorth Montgomery, contains a stadium-
like sales ring seating 1200 people, a reception room and a
restaurant that seats 90. . .Several thousand people gathered in
the natural amphitheater on the Huntingdon College campus
Saturday to witness the inauguration of Isabel Dunklin Steiner
as Queen of May and the presentation of a pageant of typically
American dances, entitled “The American Way.” ... The school
tax voted on this week (continuation of the present three
mills) carried by a 489 majority in the county and by a 1,640
majority in the city ... First Lieut. Joe Kilgrow, known to
all Montgomerians as the infallible quarterback on Lanier’s
and then the University of Alabama’s football teams, is back
in the United States after more than three tough years in the
jungles of New Guinea with the Coast Artillery ... Joe’s

brother Benny, who has been a prisoner in Germany, has
been liberated and is also on his way home ... The Alabama
Legislature extends a unanimous invitation to Third District
Congressman Albert Rains to address it in a joint session in
the very near future ... Haygood Paterson, Sr., is now Pro-

curement Chief of surplus government property which may

be needed by the various departments of the state ... For sev-
eral years “Pat” has been Director of the Alabama Defense
Council, an organization that is to be disbanded by next
month ... Huntingdon College students swarm the business
section selling war bonds, making a one-day‘s sales total of
$46,400 of “E” Bonds to be added to the Mighty Seventh War
Loan Drive quota ... This is the week of the annual Fire-
man’s Ball in the City Auditorium, resulting in a big time for
all and about $6,000 for the Firemen’s Pension and Relief
Fund ... The Golden Gate Quartette is due for a personal ap-

pearance in Montgomery in the very near future.
£ * * *®

“I THEE WED” ... Phillip W. Holmes and Miriam Weaver ... David
C. Camp and Rosemary Thinnes ... Sgt. William E. Gray and Mildred
Neal Walther ... Jack E. Douville and Helen Travelet ... Julian Leroy
McGinty and Ernestine Tucker ... S/Sgt. Harris S. Thomas and Mary
Stodghill.

* * * *

WALTER H. GIPSON is elected chairman of the Salvation
Army Board of Directors for the 17th consecutive term; offi-
cers serving with him include Arthur Lifsey, vice-president;
William B. Griffin, secretary; Noble H. Seay, treasurer ...
More than 100 candidates will cross the hot sands of Alcazar
Shrine Temple at the annual Spring ceremonial next week ...
Miss Sarah Guy, sophomore at Brenau College and daughter

_of Mr. and Mrs. Earl Guy of 1008 Felder Avenue, makes the

Home Economies Club at Brenau ... She is an outstanding
student and a member of the Alpha Delta Pi Sorority ...
Prowlers looted Abe Senter’s store on Chandler Street, getting
away with 300 pounds of sugar, 24 cartons of cigarets, 3 boxes
of cigars, 24 sugar ration coupons, and 14,000 blue and red
ration stamps ... The annual spring concert by the Lanier
Band, with Professor Yale H. Ellis directing, comes on May
11th ... A naval ROTC unit will be established at Auburn
this fall according to message from George Andrews, member
of Congress from the Third District ... The Alabama Sales-
men’s Club will hold a special war conference at the Jefferson
Davis Hotel, with the Montgomery Club as host ... The City
Lines busses, so their employes could be with their families,
stopped service V-E Day after the President’s proclamation
... However, the whole city was thrown so out of kilter the
company, after a request by Mayor Dunn, resumed service
shortly after lunch ... Some folks, having no notice of the
suspension of bus service, are said to have missed frains and
other missed this or that appeintment ... However, everyone
took the mix-up in good spirit and the local bus officials were
only obeying instructions sent out in advance by their com-
pany executives ... 100 Barbour County school children dine
at the Governor’s mansion ... They were honor school chil-
dren given a trip to the Capitol because of their success in
selling bonds and war stamps ... Over at University, Lin
Martin, of Montgomery, becomes publicity director of the
executive council of the Student War Board ... Pine Level
school gets a service award for outstanding work in advanc-
ing the war effort ... Miss Anne Tyson passes away at her
home at 441 South McDonough Street ... State Department
of Health announces that slightly more than two-thirds of all
the babies born in Alabama in 1943 were born to residents of
the State’s rural areas ... Rev. Charles F. Leek, announces
that the last of the mortgages on the Highland Avenue Church

have been paid.
* * * *

“BOTTLES AND SQUALLS” ... Mr. and Mrs. Harold J. Adams, a
daughter ... Cpl. and Mrs. J. P. Reese, a daughter ... Lieut. and Mrs.
O. K. Hogan, a son ... Lieut. and Mrs. Stuart Davies, a daughter ...
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Collier, a daughter ... Mr. and Mrs. B. A. Bush, a
daughter ... Mr. and Mrs. John B. Dinkins, a son ... Flight Officer and
Mrs. Richard Cofttle (Liydia Garner) a daughter ... Mr. and Mrs. Thomas
H. Waring (Helen Smith) a son ... Lieut. and Mrs. Jack Lavallet (Ruth
Detwiler) a son ... Capt. and Mrs. T. H. Gallagher (Marjorie Horgan)
ason ... Mr. and Mrs. Rush P. Powell, a daughter ... Mr. and Mrs. Roy
Cook, a son.

* * * *

MEDALS, PROMOTIONS, GOOD NEWS ... Montgomery’s
Edward W. Wadsworth says of all the hazardous experiences
he’s had during the war, nothing could compare with convoy



trip to Murmansk (Russia) where weather was bitterly cold
and menace of German planes was constant ... Congratula-
tions to S. E. Bryant who has just completed course in air-
borne electronic maintenance at Corpus Christi, ‘Texas ..
Brooks Hinton (1107 So. Perry St.) has been assigned to assault
transport ship somewhere in Pacific and says he wants to hear
from friends (address, Ph. M. 2-¢, 604-58-29, U. S. S. Montour,
A PUAT 101 Biv, H. FPO, San Francisco) . Hand-shake
for Eddie Slovick (310 Edgemont Avenue) who has completed
course as aircraft mechanic at Amarillo Army Air Field, Texas
... Also William Louie Waller (418 Alabama St.) has won

navigator wings at San Marcos, Texas ... Way out in Cali-
fornia is Richard Thomas Lowery whose been transferred to
Naval Training and Distribution Center ... And news is that

Pfc. Roger Storey (220 N. Lewis St.) has completed non-
commissioned officers school at Camp Lee, Virginia ... Up to
rank of Staff Sergeant is John B. Hamn (15 Morningview
Ave.) news coming from Camp Blanding, Florida ... And in
Orlando, Pvt. Grace L. Phelps has graduated from Statistical
Control Procedure School ... Recently saw Pvt. William H.
Bentley and Johnny Sims, both home on leave ... And George
Derickson (313 LeBron) has finished eight week course at
Field Telephone School at Camp Lejeune, N. C. ... It’s ensign
now for Frederick Wilkinson Pritchard and one of our new ra-
dio mechanics is Cpl. William H. Hackney, Jr. (11 Capitol
Parkway) - ..Also honors go to two Montgomerians (Oscar E.
Spencer and George M. Thornbury who recently completed
intensive courses of specialized training at Great Lakes Naval
Training Station ... James T. DeJarnette, former State Con-
servation Department employer, has been promoted to major
and is stationed in Atlanta ... Expected home soon is Cpl.
Henry F. Gates ... Also Maj. John M. O’Brien, Jr., who has
returned from 28 months service in Mediterranean ... An-
other Montgomerian, Capt. John Lee Smith, is back home
after 26 months overseas service ... And Lieut. Lola Dicken-
son, Montgomery Army nurse, was liberated by Allied troops
after spending twelve hours as German prisoner of war ...
Charles Conway who has been with Patton’s Third Army, en-
tered Army in 1942, and says he hopes to be home soon ...
Combat Infantryman Badge goes to Pfc. Dan Powers (213
Clayton St.) stationed in Italy ... Two battle stars go to
Tech. Sergt. William L. McNeil of Montgomery for participa-
tion in campaigns in Northern France and Germany ... Other
awards include Combat Infantry Badge to Cpl. John M. Beard
(209 Yancey Ave.) who was cited for action in combat, and
Oak Leaf Cluster to Lieut. Hugh Bodiford (83 West Jeff Davis
Ayve.) ... Hear Sgt. Al Chandler (121 Sayre St.) is serving
with Signal Corps in Mediterranean theater of operations ...
And First Lieutenants James K. Woodall and Lorren L. Per-
due, both Montgomerians, were pilots in first flight of Ameri-
can planes into Clark Field since seizure by Japs ... With
Seventh Air Force in Western Pacific is Master Sgt. Cephurs
S. Turner ... And big hand shake to Lieut. Edward Herbert
who has received Silver Star for heroism at Saar River ...
Clifton Cook (34 Brassell St.) has won promotion to fireman
first class and is in Pacific theater ... Also it’s Captain now for
Fletcher R. Herlong, stationed with finance office at Stout

Field, Ind. ... William Robert Solomon, seaman second class,
was home recently and is now at Shoemaker, Cal. for further
assignment ... Brothers (Joe and Jack Bush) met recently

in London on eight-day leave after separation of thirty
months ... Other news is that Ralph M. Stanford is full-
fledged Navy lieutenant and for past year has been junior en-
gineer on an escort carrier in Pacific ... And it’s a good guess
that Lieut. Louie A. Moses, bombardier, arrived over-seas in
time to take part in last minute campaign against German
Reich ... From their latest addresses we note that it’s now:
Lt. Col. Neil R. Smart; Major James G. Parks; Capt. Thomas
R. Peach and Lt. William B. Blair ... In the same manner we
learned these other promotions: William F. Graves is now
Staff Sergeant; James A. Newberry, Bertram L. McElvaine
and Richard L. Giesing are Sergeants Corporal is the
proper title for: Allan A. Newton, Ernest G. Elmore, Marshall
A. Wilson ... Advancing to PFC are: Marvin Hicks, John J.
Nichols, Jr., Joseph H. Arnold and Eugene H. Harris ... Ad-
vancements in rank among our Navy lads include: Ernest W.
McKibben, Jr., EM 3/c; Winston C. Craig, BM 2/c; Thomas
Massey, SP(P) and Frank Wideman, CPhM. Congratulations
to all you fellows ... Don’t be modest about your achieve-
ments, for we and your friends here and elsewhere are in-
terested in all that you do ... We watch as closely as we can
and watch your addresses for promotions, so we may be late
telling about you, but we want all the gang to keep up with
your doings!

 QUOTES

CAPT. ASA ROUNTREE, JR. (Savannah, Ga.)—“Am now
assistant base operations officer here at Chatham Army Air
Base, and we are changing from B-24 combat crew training
to B-29’s.”

SGT. W. F. FOREMAN, SR. (Germany)—“I had the thrill
of my life today. My youngest son, Charles E. Foreman and

I met in Germany. He was just fine and so was I ... We had
not seen each other in 38 months.”

LT. COL. NEIL R. SMART (Germany)—‘“This non-frater-
nization policy is OK in Germany but it will never apply along
Dexter Avenue.”

JOHN C. WHITE, S 1/c¢ (Pacific Area)—*“I am aboard an
aircraft carrier which has spent some time out here.”

CPL. EMORY H. WEATHERS (Germany)—*“I didn’t tell
you, I don’t think, that my Signal Co. was awarded the Meri-
torious Service Placque for continuous communications
throughout the division since our first day of combat.”

PVT. SAMUEL P. SKELTON (Italy)—“Old Italy is still
the same. It is very hot now during the day, and very dusty.
We haven’t had any more rain on my wash days. I went
swimming a few days ago and the water was swell. All the
flowers and trees are in bloom and the natives are working

“their gardens.”

S/SGT. PAUL W. DAVIS (Italy)—“I wouldn’t trade this
entire section of the world for standing room on Dexter
Avenue.”

CPL. RALPH W. ROBERTS (Oahu Island)—“I have a very
interesting assignment in the Intelligence and Operations Sec-
tion of my organization.”

CPL. JAMES BROADWAY (Alaska Highway)—“The road
or highway was really bad here when we arrived in this
country. It is now just like a paved highway—thanks to
the U. S. Government.”

Others reporting tc home base include: S/Sgt. Dan Cobb, Jr., Camp
Pinedale, Cal. ... The Rev. Herbert V. Carson, D. D., Sanford, N. C. ...
Otis C. Holmes, S 1/¢, Richmond, Fla. ... F/O Robert P. Hudgens, War-
rensburg, Mo. ... Pvt, William G. Jones, Camp Lee, Va. ... Robert Laslie
Crowder, HA 2/¢, Jacksonville, Fla. ... Lt. Curtis W. Turner, Wetumpka,
Ala. ... Pvt. Robert J. Stockton, Camp Gordon, Ga. ... Melvin Lane
Griffin, MaM 1/c, San Diego, Calif. ... R. T. Lowery, PhM 1/c¢, Charles-
ton, S. C. ... Cpl. Milton B. Slauson, Kirtland Field, New Mexico ...
Pfe. David K. Truett, Kirtland Field, New Mexico ... Pvt. Arthur F.
Arnold, Camp Gordon, Ga. ... Pvt. Carl Till, Pyote, Texas ... Cpl
Edgar A. Majors, Liberal, Kansas ... S. Eugene Bryat, ART 2/c, Banana
River, Fla. ... Sgt. Morris F. Cowden, Asheville, N. C. ... Lt. Thomas
E. Williamson, Gloucester City, N. J. ... Theo B. Spradley, SK 3/c,
Port Hueneme, Calif. ... Capt. Norvelle L. Richardson, Tyndall Field,
Fla. ... Cadet James M. Garrett, West Point, N. V. ... Lt. Col. Curtis A.
Gipson, Bolling Field, D. C.

Via APO, New York: Sgt. John M. Grant ... Capt. Thomas R. Peach

. CWO Cecil L. Broxton ... Lt. David E. Wilson ... Pfe. Franklyn
Broyles ... Sgt. Wiiliam A. Grant ... Pvt. Samuel J. Houston ... Sgt.
Woodrow W. Cheek ... Cpl. Sam T. Ingle.

¢/o FPO, New York: Lloyd A. Smith, S 1/c AMM.

Through APO, San Francisco: Cpl. Marvin D. Crapps ...
A. Newberry ... Sgt. Robert L. Parker.

FPO, same city: Martin C. Faulkner, S 2/c ... Walter M. Pugh, MaM
3/c ... Winston C. Craig, BM 2/c ... Cpl. Alan A. Newton ... J. Frank
Wideman ... J. P, Paterson, BM 1/¢ ... Laurens W. Pierce, PhoM 3/c
.~. Wilfred O. Johnson, SF 2/c ... Robert Lynn Smith, S 1/¢ ... Harry
R. Kearley, HA 1/c ... William A. Liogan, S 2/c ... Andrew Colley,
S.1/c ... Henry F. Hopson, Ptr 3/c.

In China: Lt. William E. Henry.

Okinawa: Lt. L. B. Hankins ...
Pope ... Pvt. Joseph D. Olive, Jr.

Marianas: Henry T. Short, S 2/c.

Belgium: Sgt. Herbert C. Perdue ... Cpl. Charles R. Morrison.

Admiralty Islands: Elmer Earl Stevens, S 2/c.

France: Pvt. C. E. Foreman ... Cpl. M. Cantrell.

England: Cpl. John E. Price ... Capt. Harold H. McFaden.

Italy: Sgt. Leslie Parker.

Germany: Sgt. Bertram McElvaine ...
Charles L. Collins.

Ensign John W. Kessler was guest of honor on our radio pro-
gram Tuesday, and we had an interesting interview with him
... Dropping by the shop to say “Hello” were T/Sgt. William
H. Moore, wearing the DFC, Air Medal with two clusters and
the Asiatic ribbons ... And T/Sgt. James D. Hicks, back after
36 months in the Pacific ... Q. L. Yarbrough notifies us that
he is being retired from the Navy after 25 years’ active service
-.. Thanks to Capt. Asa Rountree for that copy of the Chatham
Field Liberator ... And to Pfc. Aubrey L. Allen for the post
card depicting life in the Sixth Air Force ... And to Walter
Pugh for his contribution, a picture captioned, “The Natives
Are Friendly” (locked that way too ... maybe we had better
explain that it is a drawing) ... A fine addition to the LFH
souvenir collection comes from Cpl. C. R. Morrison, a gift
which he describes as “like sending a pair of glasses to a blind
man”—a book written in German A millipn thanks,
Charles, and though a couple of the gang here in the shop
could decipher some phrases, we will be content to enjoy the
pictures ... Really swell of you to send it ... The coincidence
of the week concerns the three Foremans ... W. F. Jr., out
Reno-way writes to ask that we convey his greetings to Papa
Foreman and Brother Charles, both overseas. (Seems that his
letters were not reaching them.) Well, along comes a letter
from Charles and next day a joyful note from W. F. Sr., say-
ing he and Charles had met in Germany ... We used all three
letters on our program the same day and got quite a kick
out of the whole affair ... Three claimants to Firsts are
Joseph Oliver on Okinawa who says he hopes we soon can
address his LFH c/o Tokyo Postoffice ... Harry Kearley, on
the same island also lays claim to the title, while William A.
Logan says he received several copies while on raids to Tokyo,
some less than one hundred miles ... Fact is, the ole LFH is
going to trail you fellows until everyone of you get back to the
USA ... Meanwhile, keep your letters coming in for they af-
ford us much inspiration ... they are OUR morale boosters
... Thanks to each of you. Be seeing you next week.

YOUR GANG AT HOME.

Sgt. James

Sgt. H. C. Elliott ... Pfc. William B.
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